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IN BRIEF
18wild
elephantsdie

Guwahati,May 13: Ina
tragicincident, at least 18
wild elephantswerekilled
by lightning atop Bamuni
Hills in Central Assam’s
Nagaon district.As per
reports, the elephants
were hit by a lightning
atop the hill on Wednes-
day night. Four elephants
were partially charred and
three elephants were
found dead lying on the
foothills.Forest officials
said the report of the el-
ephant deaths came on
Thursday afternoon after
local villagers informed
them.Forest officidshave
rushed to the spot and a
postmortem examination
wiII be conducted on Fri-

Kamkhya

Devalaya
Guwahati, May 13: The
Kamkhya Devalaya ad-
ministration on Wednes-
day informed that the
Devalaya and all other
Templesatop Nilachd Hills
would be closed from
Thursday (May 13) for 15
days. Earlierintheday, the
Assam Government re-
leased a new SOP, which
has directed all the reli-
gious places to remain
closed for 15 days. It fur-
ther mentioned that there-
ligioushead of ardigious
place or their representa
tivemay continueminimal
religious rituals.The
Kamakhya Temple is a
Saktatemple dedicated to
the mother goddess
Kamakhya. Itisoneof the
oldest of the 51 Shakti
Pithas. Situated on the
Nilachal Hill in western
part of Guwahati city in
Assam, India, itisthemain
templeinacomplex of in-
dividual templeswhichis
the most comprehensive
representation of the ten
Mahavidyas of Saktism,
namely, Kai, Tara, Tripura
Sundari, Bhuvaneshwari,
Bhairavi, Chhinnamasta,
Dhumaveti, Bagalamukhi,
Matangi and Kamaatmika

Odd-Evenrule
Guwahati,May 13: Move-
ment of people in contra-
ventionof ‘Odd-Evenrule
in Assam is permitted if
they produce paper of vac-
cination slot booking of
that day. “Important Up-
date regarding new
#Covid1l9 Directives.
Movement of people in
contravention of Odd-
Even rule is permitted if
they produce paper of Vac-
cination Slot booking of
that day.We request citi-
zenstofollow thesedirec-
tivesto avoid any kind of
inconvenience,” Assam
Police said in astatement.
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CM visitsDakshinpaat, Auniati and
CM reviews COVID19 situation In M vistsD ajabg;{)g”ag{mﬁﬂ

Majull and status of various schemes

Make COVID tests mandatory in all entry points: CM

Guwahati, May 13: Chief
Minister Dr. HimantaBiswa
Sarmatoday reviewed the
prevailing COVID19situa

tion in river island district

of Majuli at ameeting held

with Deputy Commissioner

(DC) and other senior of-
ficersat Majuli DC Office
conference hall and di-
rected strict implementa-
tion of restrictionsfor con-
taining the pandemic. The
Chief Minister took stock

of the availability of ICU
beds in the district along
with oxygen, medicines,
health infrastructure etcin
view of the rising number
of cases. He directed for
generating mass aware-

DCGI ApprovesPnasell/Ill Trials
Of Covaxinln2-18 Age Group

New Dehi, May 13: TheNational Regula
tor of the country, the Drugs Controller
Genera of India(DCGI), hasaccepted the
recommendation of the Subject Expert
Committee (SEC) and accorded permission
to conduct the Phase I1/111 clinical trial of
Covaxin (COVID vaccine) intheagegroup
2 to 18 years after careful examination to

its manufacturer Bharat Biotech Ltd on
May 12.Bharat Biotech International Ltd.,
Hyderabad (BBIL) had proposed to carry
out aPhase- I1/111 clinical tria of Covaxin
inthe age group of 2to 18 years. Thetrial
will be conducted in 525 healthy
volunteers.Inthetrial, the vaccine will be
given by intramuscular routein two doses

at day 0 and day 28.As rapid regulatory

Most of country should

reman locked down for

6-8 weeks to curb Covid
spread : ICMR chief

New Ddhi, May 13: The
Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) has said
districts reporting a high
number of Covid-19 infec-
tions should remain locked
downfor another six toeight
weeks to control the spread
of the rampaging disease.Dr
Baram Bhargava, head of
the ICMR, said in an inter-

view that lockdown restric-
tionsshould remainin place
indl districtswheretherate
of infection isabove 10% of

those tested.Currently,
three-fourths of Indias 718
digtrictshavewnhat isknown
as a test-positivity rate
above 10%, including major
cities like New Delhi,
Mumbai and thetech hub of
Bengaluru. Bhargava's
commentsarethefirsttime
asenior government official
has outlined how long

lockdowns, which aready
encompasslargepartsof the
country, need to continueto
reininthe Contd...Page 6

Guwahati, May 12 : Assam chief minis-
ter Dr Himanta Biswa Sarmaon Thurs-
day met wife of Ritul Saikia, one of the

CM Himanta Biswa Sarma
meets Ritul Saikia swife

ONGC employees abducted by the
United Liberation Front of Asom-Inde-
pendent (ULFA-I).Dr Sarmamet Saikia's
¥|  wifeand brother at Majuli circuit house
in the presence of Titabor MLA
Bhaskarjyoti Barua.The chief minis-
ter assured them that all the efforts
have been taken by the Assam gov-
ernment to rescue the ONGC
employee.The two other employees
abducted by the militants were res-
cued by the security forces follow-
ing a gunfight with the abductorsin
Nagaland bordering Myanmar.

response, the proposal was deliberated in
Subject Expert Committee (SEC) (COVID-
19) on 11.05.2021. The Committee after
detailed deliberation recommended for
grant of permission to conduct proposed
Phase II/111 clinical trial to certain
conditions.Bharat Biotech, which devel-
oped Covaxin in association with the In-
dian Council of Medical Research, sub-
mitted the proposal of conducting trials
on children early this

Contd...Page 6

ness about the importance
of following COVID19 pro-
tocols for containing the
spread of the pandemic
and instructed DC Majuli
to ramp up testing and
make testing mandatory at
al entry pointsto the dis-
trict. Chief Minister Dr.
Sarma also reviewed the
status of implementation of
various schemesin Majuli
and he stressed on ensur-
ing quality of construc-
tionand Contd...Page 6

Guwahati, May 13: After
assuming the charge of
Chief Minister of the
Sate, Dr. Himanta Biswa
Sarmatoday madehisfirst
vidittoriveridand Majuli
and took part in a host of
activities. The Chief Min-
ister visited Sri Sri
Dakhinpaat, Sri Sri Auniati
and i Si Utter Kamd abari
Satra, whichareknown for
rich repoditory of Satriya
cultureandtradition. After
landing at temporary heli-
pad at Bonkhowa in
Majuli, Chief Minister
Sarma first went to
Dakhinpaat Satra and

prayed for well being of the
people of the State. The
Chief Minister took alook at
the three hundred years old
‘ Akshay Banti’ whichispre-
served at the grand treasury

of the Satra. Satradhikar

Sri Sri Nanigopal
Devgoswami presented
the Chief Minister witha
few dlver coins of Ahom
era Contd...Page 6

Curfew and OddOEven rule
Assam Govt. | ssues Notifica-
tion on Exampted Categories

Guwahati, May 13 : TheAssam State Disaster Manage-
ment (ASDM) on Thursday issued a notification stating
thelist of exempted categoriesfrom curfew and odd-even
vehicular regulation.All Officialsand persons, both gov-
ernment and privateinvolved in emergency servicessuch
as health and family welfare are exempted from the
restrictions.The notification states, “ All Officialsand per-
sons, both government and private involved inemergency
services such as Health and Family Welfare and all re-
lated medical establishments, Police, Prisons, Home
Guards, Civil Defence, Fireand emergency services, Dis-
trict AdministrationPay & Account Office, Electricity,

UPSC'Postpon‘e;_sr éi\/il

New Delhi, May 13: The
Union Public Service Com-
mission (UPSC) has post-
poned the preliminary exam
which was scheduled to be
held on June 27 in view of

the COVID-19 situation in
the country. The exam will
be held on October 10, the
Commissionsaid. Thecom-
mission conducts civil ser-
vices examination annually

Water and Sanitation, Public

Contd...Page 6

Services Praims Exam

in three stages — prelimi-
nary, main, and interview —
to sdlect officers of Indian
Administrative Service
(IAS), Indian Foreign Ser-
vice (IFS), and Indian Po-

Govt RecommendsTo I ncrease Gap

of Covishield DosesTo 12-16 Weeks

New Delhi, May 13 : A government
panel on Thursday recommended to
increase the gap between two doses
of Covishield to 12-16 weeks which
is currently four to eight weeks of
interval.No change in dosage inter-
val for Covaxinwas suggested by the
panel.Those who have tested posi-
tive for Covid-19 and are waiting to
take the vaccine should defer vacci-
nation for six months after recovery,
the National Technical Advisory
Group onlmmunisation (NTAGI) rec-

ommended, reported IndiaToday. The
government panel said those having
laboratory test-proven SARS-CoV-2
illness should defer Covid-19 vacci-
nation for six months after recovery.
However, the panel recommended
that pregnant women may be offered
the choiceto take any Covid-19 vac-
cineand that lactating women can be
inoculated any time after delivery.As
per sources, the panel said that preg-
nant women may be offered achoice
to take any Contd...Page 6

Bharat Blotech Serum I nstitute submit Covid vac-
cine production plansfor next 4 monthsto Centre

New Delhi, May 13 : The Covid-19
vaccine production of the country
will be accel erated in the next coming
months as both Pune's Serum Insti-
tute of Indiaand Hyderabad's Bharat
Biotech are ramping up their monthly

mitted their plansfor the coming four
months to the Centre. In a meeting
on Wednesday with seven states/
UTs which are lagging behind in
terms of vaccinating people against
Covid-19, Union health minister Dr

production is likely to reach eight
croredosesin May and 9 crore doses
in June.After Maharashtra,
Karnataka suspends Covid vaccines
for 18-44 from Friday The pace of vac-
cination has got stymied in some

production capacity and have sub-

COVID-19:

Harsh Vardhan said India's vaccine

Sputnik vaccine sale could begin

states like

Contd...Page 6

lice Service (IPS) among
others.“ Dueto the prevail-
ing conditions caused by
the Novel Corona Virus
(COVID-19), the Union
Public Service Commission
has deferred the Civil Ser-
vices(Prdiminary) Examina
tion, 2021, whichwassched-
uled to beheld on 27th June
2021. Now, thisExamination
will beheld on 10th October
2021,” the UPSC has
notified.Last year, the Civil
Services exam was dso re-
scheduled from May 31 to
October 4. So far, the main
written exam hasbeen over.
The interview was put on
hold due to the rise in
coronaviruscases. Theexam
for the selection of enforce-
ment officersinthe Employ-
ees Provident Fund Orga
nization which was sched-
uled onMay 9 hasbeen post-
poned. “As and when dates
are decided for the deferred
TestdInterviews, it will be
ensured that candidates are
givenanotice of at least 15
days,” the Commission has
informed candidates.The
Commission has also de-
ferredtheregigtrationfor the
Combined Medica Services
exam which was scheduled
to begin on May 5.

next week, saysNITI Aayog's Dr VK Paul

New Dehi, May 13: RussiasSput-
nik vaccinefor COVID-19 hasar-
rived in India and its sale could
begin as early as next week, in-
formed NITI Aayog member DrVK
Paul on Thursday (May 13).He
saidthat thelimited supply of Sput-
nik vaccine doses that has come
from Russiais likely to be avail-
ableinthemarket next week. “ Sput-
nik vaccine has arrived in India.
I'm happy to say that we're hope-
ful that it'll beavailableinthe mar-
ket next week. We're hopeful that
the sale of the limited supply that

islikely to

hascomefromthere (Russia), will
begin next week,” Dr VK Paul
said.Hesaid that thevaccine s pro-
duction in India will begin in
July.” Further supply will also fol-
low. Itsproductionwill beginin July
and it is estimated that 15.6 crore
doseswill be manufacturedinthat
period,” he said.Regarding other
vaccine candidates such as Pfizer,
Moderna, Johnson & Johnson, Dr
Paul said that the authorities are
constantly intouch with the manu-
facturersand significant headway
Contd...Page 6
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Chief Minister reviewsschemes  Thereis a Life beyond Alcoholism &

of Finance Department

Asks the department to help State government's

—

e

ight against COVID 19 pandemic

Guwahati, May 12: Chief Minister
Dr.HimantaBiswaSarmaon histhird day in
office after taking over the post of Chief
Minister, held a meeting with the Finance
Department and asked the officials to ac-
cord high priority on any file related to
health to augment the state's fight against
COVID pandemic. Taking areview of the
works of the Finance Department where
State Finance Minister Ajanta Neog was
also present at the conference hall of Fi-
nance Department, Chief Minister Dr.Sarma
asked the department to accord high prior-
ity to the files and dispose them expedi-
tioudly to strengthen the government's pro-
active guards against the Corona pan-
demic. Taking stock of the issues with re-
spect to the Finance Department, Dr.Sarma
also asked the department to expeditiously
releasefundsfollowing all financial norms
for al the welfare schemes for the benefit
of all sections of the people. He also made
it clear that the momentum of development
of the state depends to a great extent on
the finance department. He, therefore,
asked the department to seamlessly con-
tinue the best practices adopted and imple-
mented over thelast five yearsto continue
to sustain the good fiscal health of the
state. Dr.Sarmaalso asked the Finance De-
partment to declare July as the Orunodoi
month to give a new facelift to State
government's pro-peopl e scheme of finan-

cial inclusion. He also asked the officials
of the department to include more eligible
beneficiaries under the ambit of the
scheme. He asked the department to release
funds under SVAY EM scheme for youth
empowerment. On taking note of distribu-
tion of scootys under BanikantaK akati
Merit Award of Pragyan Bharati scheme,
Dr.Sarma asked the department to expedi-
tiously completeall modalitiesto carry for-
ward the scheme and distributetheremain-
ing scootys among the girl students on an
urgent basis. Chief Minister Dr.Sarmaalso
asked Principal Secretary Finance Samir
Sinhato take alead in assessing the exist-
ing vacanciesin different government de-
partmentsfor the state government to take
pragmatic steps for recruiting one lakh
youthsin government jobs. He al so asked
the department to undertake an extensive
evaluation on thevolume of loans provided
by micro financeinstitutionsto enable the
government to prepare arealistic roadmap
for thewaiver of loans. Taking into consid-
eration of the'demography and demand' of
the state, the Chief Minister asked the Fi-
nance Department to work more aggres-
sively so that the state finance grows and
be kept in good stead. Finance Minister
AjantaNeog, Chief Minister's Political Sec-
retary JayantaMallaBaruah, Principal Sec-
retary to Chief Minister and Finance Samir
Kumar Sinha, and other senior officers of

Drug Addiction: Vikas Goenka

Guwahati, May 12 : Alcohol and
Drug addiction is a persistent re-
lapsing disorder that has been dis-
tinguished by the compulsive use
of addictive substances regardless
of the consequences to the indi-
vidual and the society. Not known
to many but thisis actually adis-
ease which can be arrested ONE
DAY AT A TIME. Nowadays this
isbecoming atrend or astyle state-
ment per se, not only in India but
worldwide. Youngsters, men aswell
as women are drawn towards it.
They are being clenched into the
jaws of despair. This is not only
affecting the health of the indi-
vidual but a so hismental and emo-
tional state of mind. Addiction to
drugs and acohol is now a major
public health problem. Assam has
recorded a whooping rise of 50%
Drug related cases in the last few
months. Alcoholism is not conser-
vatively restricted to the youth and
men. Reports state that consump-
tion of alcohol among womenison
therise. A recent research shows a
significant increase in the percent-
age of female drinkers in Assam.
Assam is the surprising winner in
both male and femal e categories as
Nation’s Top Drinkers crushing
Punjab and Telangana's reputation
as big drinking states. Assam is
way ahead of any mainland state
as only two tribal states of the re-
gion Mizoram and Meghalaya had
given some competition. Not only
male, but also femaledrinkershave
topped the charts. Government of
India reports state that one out of
four femaleand every second male
of Assam isadrinker. Abuse of al-
cohol and drugs is a worldwide
problem. Not only it imposes a
threat to theindividual’s health but
also consequently gives rise to
socio-economic problems. Evi-
dence also supports the associa-
tion of drugsand a cohol with crime
such asdomestic violence, murder,
theft, drug peddling, rape, road ac-

Biswanath To Further Intensfy Covid Fight In
Rural Areas, Various Task-ForcesTo BeFormed

cidentsand many more. Apart from
theindividual being affected, their
families are equally or more
traumatised in many ways includ-
ing emationally, financialy, legaly
and medically. Every personinthe
addict’s family is affected by the
individual’s substance abuse.
Withdrawal, Strained rel ationships,
financial hardships, poor school
performance, reckless behaviour
within the home, stealing money
from parentsto support their habit,
running away from home, mood
swings, marriagefailure, verbal and

physical fightsat home, use of abu-
sivelanguage are some of the most
common repercussions which af-
fectsthefamily dynamics. Thishas
also resulted in one's loss of ca-
reer, hindrancein social lifeand the
list goes on. Addiction impacts a
family to a great deal. But thisis
not the end of the story. In the
midst of hopelessness, anguish,
distresswe have some heroeswho
havefought their battle against the
dark, murky night and have be-
come victorious. They have
aligned themselves towards the
brighter side of life. Proudly, |

would like to introduce Mr. Vikas
Goenka, one such individual who
was onceaprey to acoholism. He
was an out-an-out alcoholic. He
had given into alcohol at the cost
of hisfamily, friends and also his
career. Just one bottle of beer dur-
ing his hostel days had dragged
him into the world of alcohol de-
pendency. He had been through
many trialsand tribul ations, drink-
ing endlessly, not knowing the dif-
ference between night and day.
Finally, he was sent to a Rehabili-
tation Centrein Kohima, where he

received one of the best treat-
ments. By the grace of God and
his loving family and friends and
of course histreatment, heisafree
man.Today, he has completely re-
covered from this horrific night-
mare and is enjoying 8 plus years
of sobriety. Now, he is a success-
ful Real Estate Consultant, Owner
of a Showroom, doing multiple
businesses and a responsibl e citi-
zen of our country. He has pledged
himself to do something worth-
while for the society by helping
Drugs and Alcohol afflicted
people. He wishes each one of

them& the family to enjoy the
same freedom that heis doing now.
He has helped hundreds of Alco-
holics & Addicts by showing them
the way to recovery & getting rid
of this deadly disease. Keeping
this in mind Mr. Goenka has
founded “Punarvaas Rehabilita-
tion Centre” a Project under
Santosh GuptaMemoria Trust. He
isthe Project Director of the same.
“Punarvaas’ isnot just aRehabili-
tation Centre,it saHOME AWAY
FROM HOME located in
Ganeshguri area of Guwahati. The
focus & objective of thetreatment
process is not only to guide the
inmates about how to leave drugs
& alcohol but aso to teach them
how to live without it for the rest
of their life. Here, they havetried
every possible way to create an
ambience whereit'snot just treat-
ment, it's about the holistic devel-
opment of their patients& family
also. They have made sureto keep
in mind the patients' recovery as
well as hiscomfort. Itisfully air-
conditioned backed up with CCTV
surveillance. Every meal on the
tableismade with utmost love and
carewhichishealthy and delicious.
Apart from State-Of-The-Art treat-
ment procedure, they haveincluded
excellent Counselling Sessions,
Family Counsdlling with someof the
best Counsellors, Withdrawal Man-
agement, Group Therapies,Games
andActivitiesaswell. Mr. Goenka's
ultimate dream isto makethis soci-
ety free from Drugs and Alcohol
Abuse so that we all can live a
hedlthy, successful and peaceful life.
Let usal join handstogether inmak-
ing this a grand success.

Two-day long onlinewor ksnop held

Panigaon,May13: Under theaegisof Lakhimpur Telahi
Kamalaboria(LTK) College| QAC and ICT Céll, North
L akhimpur and in association with Teaching-L earning
Centre, Tezpur University, atwo-day long onlinework-
shoptitled "Use of Information and Technology inthe
classroom” held on 10 and 11 May.On 10 May, LTK
College Principal Dr.Bubul Kumar Saikiainaugurated
the workshop at 10 am. which was followed by the
keynote address of Prof. Bipul Sarma and Teaching-

two days of theworkshop, Teaching -Learning Centre,
Tezpur University, Assistant Professor Dr. Swapha
Borah and Ikba Hussain Ahmed participated in the
workshop as the Resource Persons.70 Professors from
different colleges, including LTK College, took partin
the workshop through Google Meet App. Participating
in the concluding ceremony on the second day of the
workshop, Tezpur University Registrar Dr.Biren Das
spoke on how to solve the problems of online systemin

Biswanath Chariali, 13 May: With Covid 19 fast taking
rura areasinitsclutch, the Biswanath district administra-
tion has decided to further intensify its fight against the
deadly virusin countryside and interior areas. Chairing a
high-level meeting heretoday, Mr. Ashok Singhal, minis-
ter-in-charge of Covid management for Biswanath district,
today instructed the administration to form Task Forces at
Panchayat levelsinvolving civil society; self help groups
(SHGs), Naamghars etc. to generate awarenessand to ini-
tiate preventive measuresat micro level. “Preventionand
awareness are the only ways to prevent Covid-19 and
importance hasto belaid on thesetwo,” said Mr. Singhal.
Singhal further said that it was the joint responsibility of
the district administration and the society to make people
aware of the deadly virus. He also underlined the impor-
tant role of the Gaonburhas and Panchayat members in
thisfight against Covid 19, particularly intherural areas.
He instructed the concerned departments to hold regular
meetingswith Panchayati and Rural Devel opment depart-
ment so that preventive measures could be further inten-
sified. Deputy Commissioner of Biswanath, Mr. Pranab
Kumar Sarmah, apprised the minister onthe measuresbe-

Covid Update
from Golaghat

Golaghat, May 12: Covid has badly hit Golaghat. To-
day 161 Positive cases were reported. At present the
number of Active Casesof Covidinthedistrictis1139.
Also today four persons lost their lives due to Covid
With these four deaths ,thetoll risesto nineteen. Mean-
while inview of therising Covid positive cases and to
prevent further spread of Covid two areas in Golaghat
have been declared as Containment Zone by the ad-
ministration today. Borfolong Tea Estate under Khumtai
Revenue Circle and Dharmapur village under Dhansiri
Sub Division are declared as Containment Zones.
Taldanga Line and Maz Line of Borfolong Tea Estate
also covered under Containment Zone. Any type of
individual or vehicular movement is prohibited and en-
try and exit have also been restricted in the declared
Containment Zones. Till today there are five active
Containment Zones in the district.

Appeal for
Vaccination Drivein
Tea Gardens

Golaghat, May 13: Seeing areas . Barhoi said , " |
therisein number of Covid have requested Deputy
positive cases and deaths Commissioner of Golaghat
due to it in Golaghat , tomakearrangementsand
Assam Chah Mazdoor provide Covid Vaccines
Sangha Golaghat Branch to the tea garden work-
Secretary Ghanshyam ers for the greater inter-
Barhoi hasmadeanappeal est of garden people . "
to the district administra- The ACMS official has
tion tocarry outaVacci- also given thelist of Tea
nation DriveinTeaGarden Estates

ing taken by the district administration in preventing and fight-
ing Covid 19. “Our primeamistointensify testing so that we can
isolate theinfected patientsimmediately. We also urgethe people
not to take the virus lightly and voluntarily abide by all Covid
related protocolsand rules,” said Mr. Sarmah. The meeting was
also attended by Superintendent of Police (SP), Chief Operat-
ing Officer (CEQ), ZillaParishad, Sub-Divisiona Office (Civil),
Gohpur, all the Additional Deputy Commissioners (ADCs) and

Learning Centre, Tezpur University Director Dr.
Subhanshru Shekhar Sarkar. Then, LTK CollegeICT Cdll
co-ordinator Manas Pratim Borah addressed.Inboth the

teaching-learning processarisedin case of the economi-
cally weak students.LTK College IQAC co-ordinator
Biju Kumar Sonowal offered vote of thanks.

Asom Nagarik MonchareguestsHojal
District Administration tosetup threecounters
at each Vaccination Centrecategory wise

Hojai, May 13: In
a bid to mitigate
the inconvenience
suffered by the
citizens of Hojai
District, Asom
Nagarik Moncha
have requested the
District Adminis-
tration to setup

Vaccination centrewithinthedistrictin age
group category wise- one counter for 18 to
44 years, one counter for 45 yearsand above
age group and another one counter for sec-
ond dose. "In this regard We have submit-
ted amemorandum to Deputy Commissioner
Dr. Sadnek Singh, viaonlinemodeon Thurs-
day.", told Bijay Chakraborty, General Sec-
retary, ANM whileinforming this Correspon-
dent over phone. He said," a large no. of

People have to stand in large serpentine
queues for long hours thereby losing pa-
tience at the centre, asaresult Covid 19 pro-
tocol isviolated as there are single vaccina
tion counter at each centre, seeing the agony
of the people at large, ANM have comefor-
ward and raised thisissue and urged the dis-
trict administration to take necessary action
immediately in order to providerelief to the
denizenswithin the district.”

other administrative officers of the district and top officials

from health department.

three vaccination
counters at each

Within 24 hours five persons succumb
to novel corona virus at Nagaon

NAGAON, May 12: Withinthelast 24 hours,
five COVID patients succumbed to novel
coronavirus, taking thetotal toll during the
second waveof COVID 19inthedidtrict to
20. Besides, 302 fresh COVID positivecases
were recorded today including which the
total number of active COVID positivecases
inthedigtrict wererecorded around 2361 till
filing of thisreport, sources added. Signifi-
cantly, 73COVID patientswho were under-

going treatment in hospital aswell asbeing
isolated at their homewererecovered from
the infection of the virus so far. Sources
claimed that among those who tested posi-
tivetoday, 38 wereimmediately admitted to
Nagaon COVID hogpitd whiletherest were
put inhomequarantine. Rapid Antigen Test
was conducted on 2545 people while
RTPCR test was conducted on 61 swab
samples, sources added further.

DC, DF& CSO MonitorsDistribution of
PMGKAY-111 RicetoAAY & PHH Beneficiaries

Mechuka, 13May : TheShi-
Yomi Deputy Commmissioner
Shri Mito Dirchi accompanied
by Er. Minli Tato DF& CSO
Mechuka witnessed and
monitored the distribution of
PMGKAY-111 Ricetod| AAY
and PHH beneficiaries of the
digtrictat Mechuka town to-
day. %kg per head ricewas

distributed to the beneficia-
riesfor themonth of May and

Assam'snew health miniger K eshabM ahanta
vistsFAAMCH, Barpetaon Thursday

Barpeta, May 13 : State Hedlth and
Family Welfare, Water Resources etc.
Minister KeshavM ahantatoday arrived
at FakhruddinAli Ahmed Medica Col-
lege Hospital in Barpetaand held are-
view meeting onthetreatment of Covid
patients. Where Deputy Commissioner,
Barpeta(in-charge) Tej Prasad Bhusal,
Deputy Commissioner, BgjaiMrigesh
Narayan Baruah, BarpetaSPDr.Raveen

Kumar, FakhruddinAli Ahmed Medica
College Principa Dr. Ramen Talukdar
and other district officialswerepartici-
pated. The Minister, who is aso in
chargeof scienceand information tech-
nology, announced the decision to pro-
vide Covid vaccine to onelakh people
every day in Assam from today on-
wards. In the conversation with there-
porters he said the government will fo-
cus on providing a second dose vac-
cineonpriority bass. TheHedthMinis-
ter also announced that another oxygen
plant will be set up at Barpeta Medica
CollegeHospitd. Thework of settingup
theoxygen plant will becompletewithin
the next fortnight. Once the project is
complete, oxygen can be given to the
patient through pipesin about two hun-
dred beds. Hed sodirectsthe public sec-
tor department to start the work of the
project from this day or tomorrow. The

Covid positive patients will be under
constant monitoring from the district
administration, policeadminigtrationand
hedlth departmentsand appropriatetrest-
ment will be provided, he added. The
minister directed the district commis-
soner toprovidefood grainsof Rs. 2000
tofamiliesundertheBPL i.e. poverty line
inisolaionor inthecontainment zoneat
home. Ontheaother hand, patientsat the
Covid CareCentrewill begivenfood of
Rs. 300 per day. The minister informed
that the prominent technical indtitutein
Guwahati, which isadministered under
the guidance of Shrimanta Shankar
Academy (SSA) Society, wasalso used
as a Covid Care Centre after the first
wave of Covidl9 hit Guwahati. The
awarenessonthepart of thenew hedlth
minister regarding the state's Covid19
situation has brought hopes to the
people of Assam.

June were distributed at ago. Till evening 75 Ration Card
Holders 70 quintalsof riceweredistributed. Theration com-
modities were distributed to all poor and needy people of
thedigtrict as per policy and guidelinesframed by the state
and Govt. of India. The distribution assumes significant
keeping in consideration of coming monsoon and pandemic
situation to meet up any food scarcity in the daysto come.
They people expressed their gratitude to the district admin-
istration and Supply department for providing the
essential commoditiesat such acrucial time.

Video conference of hon'ble CEM of BTC Pramod Boro,
Arup Kr Dey EM health services, Ranjit Basumatary EM For-
est, Rakesh Brahma EM Fishery and Principal Secretary, BTC
Anant Lal Gyani IASwith all DCs of BTRwas held on May 13,
2021 at BTC Secretariat vedeo conference room at around
10.30 am, CEM was asking details of stock of Medicines ICU
rooms PPE kits treatment centres, Oxygen cylinders, no. of
positive & negative patientsin each district of BTR, wherether
daily testing are going on at Sriram pur gate & Railway sta-
tionstotheall passengersof railways, buses, drivers, Discus-
sion was also held on DRDA on devel opmental works of four
Districts of BTRwith DCs
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| srael pontinqes Gaza_airstrikes
amid risein mob violence

Gaza, May 13: Israel has pressed
aheadwith afiercemilitary offensive
on Gazathat hasflattened high-rise
buildings and Hamas fired volleys
of rockets deep into the country on
Wednesday night, whileracist mob
attacks spread through Israel inthe
worst Arab-Jewish chaos for
years.Thousands of Israelis went
into sheltersearly on Thursday after
warning sirens sounded in the
economic capital Tel Aviv in the
middle of the country, but also in
Jezreel Valley inthe north, thefirst
time it has happened since the
unrest escal ated thisweek, thearmy
said. Therewasnoimmediateword
of any casualtiesfrom the pre-dawn
salvo, and later reports suggested
the sirens in the north were false
alarms.|srael continued to carry out
airstrikes on residential areas in
Gaza. Since Monday, the Israeli
military has carried out hundreds of
airstrikesin Gaza, killing four senior
Hamas commanders and a dozen
more Hamas operatives. Two high-
rise buildings containing flats and
officesin GazaCity weretargeted At
least 67 people havenow beenkilled
in Gazasincetheviolence escaated
on Monday, according to the
enclave's health ministry. Seven
people have been killed in Isragl,
medical officials said.Asthecrisis
continues to spiral, US energy
corporation Chevron said it had
shut down the Tamar natural gas
platform off the Isragli coast as a
precaution. Israel said its energy
needswould continue to be met.At
least two US airlines cancelled
flights to Tel Aviv on Wednesday
and Thursday. Israel, which briefly
suspended operations at Ben
Gurion airport on Monday after a
rocket barrage on Tel Aviv, said
national airline El Al stood ready to
provide supplemental flights.
Thursday's barrage on Tel Aviv
prompted Israel to reroute an El Al
flight from Brusselsaway from Ben
Gurion, itsintended destination, to
Ramon airport in the south. It
appeared to be the first time Israel

had used Ramon as an alternative
to Ben Gurion due to conflict. A
flight was previously diverted there
due to bad weather, according to
aviation tracker Avi Scharf.While
the conflict raged, Israel appeared
on the brink of losing control of its
mixed cities. Overnight on
Wednesday, far-right Jewish mobs
took to the streets across the
country searching for Arabs, while
Palestinian citizensof |srael clashed
with policePrimeminister, Benjamin

Bat Yam, a Tel Aviv suburb, was
broadcast live on television but
police and emergency servicesdid
not arrive on the scene until 15
minutes later, whilethe victim lay
motionless on his back in the
middle of the street.Videos were
posted on social media of what
appeared to be other attempted
lynchings overnight. Violent
incidents, including the burning of
shops and restaurants, were
reported in multiple towns across

Netanyahu, has called on both Jews
and Arabs to cease attacks on each
other: "It doesn't matter to me that
your blood isboiling. You can't take
the law in your hands,” he
said.However, Netanyahu had also
pledged to restore order "with an
iron fist if needed, and his public
security minister, Amir Ohana,
appeared to encourage mob
violence.On Wednesday, Ohana
called for the release of a Jewish
man arrested in connection with a
fatal shooting of an Arab man in
the city of Lod, after a synagogue
and other Jewish property was
torched.Ohana alleged, without
providing evidence, that the
shooter "acted in self-defence”. He
added that "law-abiding citizens
carrying weapons' were an aid to
authorities.Later on Wednesday a
mob of far-right Israelisdragged a
man they thought was an Arab
from his car and beat him until he
lay on the ground motionless and
bloodied.Footage of the attack in

] Iael, including

Acre, Haifa and
Tiberias.The latest unrest took
place after US president, Joe
Biden, spoke to Israel's prime
minister, Benjamin Netanyahu.
Biden voiced hope the recent
upsurge in violence centred on
Gazawould soon end, saying: "My
expectation and hope is this will
be closing down sooner than later,
but Israel has a right to defend
itself."Biden did not explain the
reasons behind his optimism.
Netanyahu's office said he told the
US president that Israel would
"continue acting to strike at the
military capabilities of Hamas and
the other terrorist groups active in
the Gaza Strip".Amid reports that
Egyptian mediators were
attempting to broker a deal to end
thefighting, Benny Gantz, thel sradli
defenceminister, said: "lsrael isnot
preparing for a ceasefire. Thereis
currently no end date for the
operation. Only when we achieve
complete quiet can we talk about

Boris Johnson apologises
‘unreservedly' for Ballymurphy deaths

London, May 13 : BorisJohnson
has apologised for the British
army operation that resulted in the
death of 10 innocent civilians in
the west Belfast neighbourhood
of Ballymurphy in 1971.Theprime
minister made the apology on
Wednesday, aday after an inquest
in Northern Ireland found the use
of force had been unjustified,
implicating thearmy inaTroubles
atrocity to rival Bloody
Sunday.Johnson made his
remarks in a phone call to
Northern Ireland's first minister,
Arlene Foster, and the deputy
first minister, Michelle O'Neill,
Downing Street said in a
statement."He  said the
conclusions of the Ballymurphy
inquest, published yesterday,
were deeply sad and that the
events of August 1971 were
tragic. The prime minister
apologised unreservedly on
behalf of the UK government for
the events that took place in
Ballymurphy and the huge
anguish that the lengthy pursuit
of truth has caused the families
of those killed," it said.The
statement followed mounting
pressure from political leadersand
the families of those killed for an
official apology for thekillingsand
for thefact that it took 50 yearsto
establish the truth.John Teggart,
whose father, Daniel, was one of
those killed at Ballymurphy, said
Johnson's statement was not a
public apology. "The apology was
to third parties, it wasn't to the
Ballymurphy families," hetold the

BBC. "What kind of insultisit to
families that he couldn't have the
conversation with ourselves. His
office couldn't come and speak to
the families of what he was doing.
That's not acceptable to the
families and never will be. Thisis
not an apology to us."Thekillings
took place when the army swept
through republican districts across
Northern Ireland to round up
suspects for internment without
trial. Violent street protests
erupted.The Parachute regiment
spent several chaotic days
detaining and shooting people in
Ballymurphy from 9to 11 August.
There were no TV crews or
newspaper photographers to
document what happened, unlike
in Derry five monthslater whenthe
same regiment massacred
protestersand triggered worldwide
condemnation.The  inquest
concluded that soldierskilled nine
of the Ballymurphy dead. The
coroner, Mrs Justice Keegan,
could not establish who killed the
10th victim, John McKerr. "All of
the deceased in the series of
inquests were entirely innocent of
wrongdoing on the day in
question,” her report said.Her
blistering report rejected army
claimsthat troops had opened fire
only when they perceived they
were under threat. No weapons
were recovered from any of the
dead, who included a parish
priest, Hugh Mullan, and amother
of eight, Joan Connolly.Briege
Voyle, one of Connolly's
daughters, said Johnson's

apology was not enough. "Is he
trying to sneak it in? | don't care
about an apology, | want to know
why. Our loved ones were all
completely innocent, so why were
they shot? His apology means
nothing. We need him to go back
to the MoD and tell them to tell
the truth, tell our legal team the
names of the soldiers who
murdered our loved ones and ask
them why."An apology in the
House of Commons would have
been more respectful, she said.
"To do it this way is trying to
push it under the carpet."David
Cameron apologised in the
Commons after the findings of the
Bloody Sunday inquiry in 2010.
That Johnson made his apology
off-camera in a phone call may
reflect the government's
sensitivity to army veteran
groups and their campaign to
shield veterans from prosecution
for alleged crimes during the
Troubles." The prime minister
restated the government's
intention to deliver away forward
in Northern Ireland that focuses
on reconciliation, delivers for
victims of the Troubles and ends
the cycle of reinvestigations,” the
Downing Street statement
said."He stressed the importance
of working hard to keep the gains
made through the Belfast/Good
Friday agreement and of all
parties doing their utmost to help
thevictims familiesfind out what
happened to their loved ones, so
that future generations are not
burdened by the past."Some
families may welcome the
statement, but they are expected
to continueto pursue acivil action
against the Ministry of Defence.
Some also want the police to
launch acriminal investigation. The
shadow Northern Ireland
secretary, Louise Haigh, welcomed
the apology as vindication for
families who campaigned amid
"disgraceful slurs' against their
loved ones. "If this apology isto
be meaningful the PM must
immediately confirm that amnesty
will not feature in any upcoming
legacy legislation," she said.

cam."US secretary of state, Tony
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Blinken, condemned the rocket
attacksduring acall with Palestinian
president, Mahmoud Abbas, on
Wednesday, and emphasised the
need to de-escalate tensions, the
US state department said. Abbasis
a Hamas rival whose authority is
limited to the | sraeli-occupied West
Bank.Hady Amr, the US deputy
assistant secretary of statefor Israel
and Palestinian affairs, isto travel
to the region immediately to meet
Israeli and Palestinian leaders. A
nominee for the empty post of US
ambassador to Israel isto be made
in the next few weeks, the White
House said.Since hostilities
escalated on Monday evening,
Hamas has fired around 1,500
rockets from Gaza into Israeli
territory, according to the latest
estimateby Israel'sarmy. Thelaunch
of around 350 rockets had failed,
while hundreds more were
intercepted by Israel's Iron Dome
air defence system, the army
said. Thelsraeli military said earlier
it had killed four senior Hamas
commandersina”complex and first-
of-its-kind operation” jointly with
the Shin Bet security service. The
dead included Bassem | ssa, the Gaza
City Brigade commander, the head
of the cyber-command and the head
of Hamas's production network, said
a security agency statement."We
eliminated senior Hamas
commanders and this is just the
beginning," Netanyahu said. "We
will inflict blows onthem that they
couldn't evendream of." Thelsragli
military would use "increasing
force", he added.

London, May 13: Theroya aidewhomade
abullying allegation against the Duchess
of Sussex isto leave his senior role with
the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge.
Jason Knauf will leave his post as the
chief executive of the Cambridges Royal
Foundation at the end of the year. Knauf
was the Sussexes' communications
secretary when, in October 2018, he
reportedly emailed concerns about
Meghan'streatment of staff to William'sthen
private secretary.Last week Knauf's
"unequivocal" denial that he helped
Meghanwritealetter to her estranged father
hel ped her win her copyright claim against
the Mail on Sunday, which had published
parts of the document, a high court judge
ruled. TheAmerican-born former corporate
affairsexecutiveissaid to bemoving abroad.
Heworked for arange of institutions, from
the office of the New Zealand prime
minister to HM Treasury and the Royal
Bank of Scotland, before joining
Kensington Palace and |eading the press
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team for the Cambridges and the
Sussexes. He has been the Royal
Foundation chief executive since
September 2019.Inastatement, William and
Kate said they were "immensely grateful
for his hard work and commitment", and
were sad to seehim go. Knauf said working
with the couple had been "the privilege of
my career".The Mail on Sunday, which
printed extracts of theletter, alleged K nauf
helped Meghan draft a letter to her
estranged father and that he could have
joint copyright. His"unequivocal" denial
of this led to Meghan being granted
summary judgment in her favour.Earlier this
year the Times claimed Knauf had
expressed concerns over claims that
Meghan had driven out two personal
assistants during her time as a working
royal. Lawyersfor Harry and Meghan told
the newspaper it was a "wholly false
narrative", while Buckingham Palace said
it would investigate the bullying
allegations against Meghan.

Liz Cheney removed from House
leader ship over Trump criticism

London, May 13: Congresswoman Liz Cheney of Wyoming was
removed from her |eadership positionin the Republican caucus of
the House of Representatives on Wednesday morning in the
outcome of an internal battle seen as a bellwether of the future
direction of the party.lmmediately after the meeting where shewas
stripped of her position, Cheney said she was "absolutely
committed" to not embracing Donald Trump's "big lie" about the
election."We cannot both embrace the big lie and embrace the
constitution,” Cheney said. "The nation needsit: the nation needs
a Republican party that is based upon fundamental principles of
conservatism, and | am committed and dedicated to ensuring that
that'show this party goesforward, and | planto lead thefight to do

ep
refusal to stop blaming Trump for inciting the mob attack on the
US Capitol on 6 January.Before the closed vote on Wednesday,
Cheney addressed the caucus, standing by her position."If you
want leaders who will enable and spread his destructive lies, I'm
not your person - you have plenty of othersto choose from. That
will betheir legacy,” Cheney said. At moments she was booed by
some of her colleagues.She also previously addressed the vote
on Tuesday evening in a fiery speech to the House of
Representatives. "Today weface athreat Americahas never seen
before," she said. "A former president who provoked a violent
attack on this Capitol, in an effort to steal the election, has
resumed his aggressive effort to convince Americans that the
election was stolen from him."On Tuesday night Cheney had
doubled down on condemning Trump and his allies for risking
the peaceful transition of power with their basel ess accusations
that the election was rife with fraud. The daughter of the former
vice-president Dick Cheney, Cheney has become a symbol of a
dwindling band of Republicanslargely opposed to Trump'svice-
like grip on the party. But though she is a staunch conservative,
she has faced implacable hostility from Trump and his
loyalists.Cheney had faced the threat of removal from her leading
role before, but she survived that handily, in part, thanks to
support from other members of Republican leadership. Thistime
was different though. Cheney lost support from Congressman
Kevin McCarthy of California, the House minority leader, and
Congressman Steve Scalise of Louisiana, the House minority
whip.McCarthy had endorsed Congresswoman Elise Stefanik of
New York toreplace Cheney beforethevote. "Yes| do," McCarthy
saidinaninterview on Fox Newswhen asked if Stefanik had his
support now instead of Cheney.He was also recently caught on
ahot mic saying: "I've had it with her."McCarthy had set the vote
for anew conference chair for Wednesday. In aletter announcing
the new election, the Californiarepresentative echoed arguments
many Republicans made against Cheney - that her criticism of
Trump wasdistracting from Republicans primary effortstoretake
control of the House." Thisisno timeto take our eye off the ball,"
McCarthy wrote in the letter. "If we are to succeed in stopping
the radical Democrat agenda from destroying our country, these
internal conflicts need to be resolved so as to not detract from
the efforts of our collectiveteam."Having heard from so many of
youinrecent days, it's clear that we need to make achange." The
main driver behind the attack on Cheney, though, has been Trump,

who has fumed about Cheney's criticism and her decision
to voteto impeach the president, al ongside almost adozen
other House Republicans. Cheney has been the highest-
ranking outspoken anti-Trump Republican in Congress.
That stancelooksto befelt back homeinWyoming, where
multiple candidates have jumped into the Republican
primary to oust Cheney from her congressional seat. Trump
and hisallies are assessing who to support in that el ection.
Theformer president's political operation iswatching the
primary field closely, looking to see who might emerge as
the strongest challenger to Cheney.Cheney's troubles are
the latest sign that Trump's influence is still hugely
powerful within the Republican party, more so than any of
the other recent Republicans who were elected president
or were nominated to be president.Cheney herself is no
newcomer to primary challengers. Sheonceranfor Senate
in Wyoming, challenging then senator Mike Enzi. She
ended up dropping out after failing to get serioustraction.
She was later elected to Congress as the sole
representative from the state.Ahead of the vote, Cheney
had some support from some like-minded Republican
allies.Expelling Liz Cheney from leadership won't gain
the GOP one additional voter, but it will cost us quite a
few.The office of Washington congresswoman Jaime
HerreraBeutler said earlier thisweek Buetler would vote
to keep Cheney in her leadership position.
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APPENDIX- IV-A [See proviso to rule 8 (6)]
Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Properties

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Assetsunder the Securitisation
and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security
Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to M/s Ashin
Textile, Prop: Mr. Hafizur Rahman, Borrower & Sri Abdur Rouf Talukdar,
$/0 Lt. Wahid Ali & Mr. Harunar Rashid, $/0 Md. Abdur Rouf Talukdar,
Guarantor(s) that the below described immovable property mortgaged/
charged to the Secured Creditor, the Physical/Constructive/Symbolic
(whichever is applicable) possession of which has been taken by the Authorised
Officer of Indian Bank (eAB), Barpeta Branch, Secured Creditor, will be sold on
“As is where is”, “As is what is”, and “Whatever there is” on 28.05.2021, for
recovery of Rs.15,73,794.00 (Rupees Fifteen Lacs Seventy Three Thousand
Seven Hundred Ninety Four only) as on 09.02.2020 due to the Indian
Bank, Barpeta Branch, Secured Creditor, from M/s Ashin Textile, Prop: Mr.
Hafizur Rahman, $/0 Md. Abdur Rouf Talukdar (Borrower) / Sri Abdur
RoufTalukdar (Guarantor) of BekiRoad, Village - Nagarjhar, Barpeta, Assam.
The specific details of the property intended to be brought to sale through
g-auction mode are enumerated below:

Detailed description of the | Plot of Md. Abdur Rouf Talukdar having Dag

Property No.157 and Patta No. 103 having area 2 Kathas
and 9.5 Lechas.

Encumbrances on property | Md. Abdur Rouf Talukdar

Reserve Price Rs.28,13,500.00

EMD Amount Rs.2,87,350.00

Bid incremental amount Rs.5,000/-

Date and time of e-auction | 28.05.2021,11.00 am to 14.00 pm.

Property 1D No. 1DIB50179591304D

Bidders are advised tovisit the website (www.mstcecommerce.com) of our
e-auction service provider MSTC Ltd to participate in online bid. For Technical
Assistance Please call MSTC HELPDESK No. 033-22901004 and other help
line numbers available in service providers help desk. For Registration status
with MSTC Ltd, please contact ibapiop@mstcecommerce.com and for EMD
status please contact ibapifin@mstcecommerce.com.

For property details and photograph of the property and auction terms and
conditions please visit: https://ibapi.in and for clarifications related to this
portal, please contact help line number 18001025026’ and ‘011-41106131".
Bidders are advised to use Property ID Number mentioned above while
searching for the property in the website with https://ibapi.in and www.
mstcecommerce.com.

Date: 13.05.2021
Place: Barpeta

Authorised Officer
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The Covid wave
has peaked

India's second COVID-19 wave seems to have flattened
but the climb down will be amore prolonged, long drawn-out
process than the first and will possibly run till July, eminent
virologist Shahid Jameel said .Though the new variants of the
virus may partly be responsible for the explosion in the num-
ber of cases, there is no indication the mutant versions are
more lethal, added the director of the Trivedi School of Bio-
sciences, Ashoka University, amid mounting worries about
what isfuelling the second wavein India.Addressing an online
event organised by the Indian Express, Jameel noted that it is
a little too early to say if the Covid wave has peaked.“ The
curve may have flattened but the other side of the peak is not
going to be an easy climb down. It's possibly going to be a
more prolonged long-drawn-out process running possibly till
July, That means, even if the curve starts to decline, we will
continue to have to deal with a large number of infections
every day," Jamed said. According to the scientist, COVID-19
cases in the second wave also won’t come down in as steady
afashion asthey did after thefirst wave. “Inthefirst wave, we
did seeasteady decline. But remember ... thistimeweare start-
ing from ahigher number. Instead of 96,000-97,000 cases, we
are starting from over 400,000. So it will takethat much longer.
And during the process at every time point, you'll have alot of
cases,” Jameel explained.In hisview, the actual mortality data
for Indiais completely wrong. “... not because of some evil
design of someone or a group of people or the state or what-
ever. But theway werecord datal think isfaulty." Discussing
why Indiafaced a second wave, he said the constant narrative
was that somehow Indians are special and have some special
kind of immunity. “You know, we had BCG shotswhen weare
children. We get alot of malaria. So you get all sorts of argu-
ments," he said. The BCG vaccine is primarily used against
tuberculosis.The noted virologist also said people gave op-
portunity to the virus not to just spread but also to transmit
quickly by not adhering to COVID-19 protocols.”..by thetime
we came to December and the cases kept going down, we did
start believing in this narrative (of immunity). Therewerealot
of big weddingsthat we had in January and February. So super
spreading events happened,” he added. He cited other "super
spreading events', including el ectionsralliesand religious con-
gregations, for the high number of cases in the second wave.
Vaccine coverage is a matter of concern in his view.Enough
people, he said, did not get vaccinated when they had the
opportunity in January and February. “... around the third
week of February when numbers started going up, we had
very, very little vaccine coverage, possibly about 2 per cent of
people," Jamed said, adding that some people believed in the
messaging that vaccines were not safe.” Vaccines are safe and
the side effectsare very rare. There are more chances of some-
one dying from lightning than due to rare side effects of vac-
cines." Referring to the vaccine shortage in some states, he
noted that all big countriesthat had vaccinated a considerable
proportion of their population had booked their doses around
June 2020. “India didn't do that. We did have a big vaccine
enterprise but remember our biggest vaccine companies are
private limited companies. You know, it's another story that
going back afew yearswe closed down all our public vaccine
enterprises. So we depend entirely on the private sector. “Pri-
vate sector does not work on charity. The private sector needs
to be given orders for them to be confident or, you know,
building facilities to make vaccines. And that is where we
took our eye off the ball," he said. However, the virologist
said funds have now been allotted to Hyderabad-based
Bharat Biotech and the Serum Institute of India, Pune, and
both are expanding facilities. But it will take around July by
the time vaccine supplies normalise. Calcul ations done dur-
ing the first wave suggested that herd immunity may set in
when about 65 per cent of the population gets infected or
vaccinated. It no longer holds true, Jameel said. Herd immu-
nity is a form of indirect protection that can occur when a
sufficient percentage of a population has become immune to
an infection, whether through vaccination or previous infec-
tions. However, for COVID-19, it isnot known when such im-
munity will set in. “Now you have a virus that is moving at
least twice as fast as thought, if not more. So what you need
isyou know, at least possibly 75 per cent of the population to
be infected or vaccinated before we can achieve what you
call herd immunity. So it's a shifting goal post right now. “
“And that is why it is so important for us to go and get
vaccinated as soon as vaccines are available," he added. The
virologist also said India may possibly see many waves of
COVID-19 pandemic depending upon the conditions at that
time and the progress of the vaccination drive.

Theideathat Labour lackspatriotiam
Isnearly asold astheparty itsdf

he Labour pt)}'s endlessdebates

about "patriotism" have a

Groundhog Day quality to them.
From Blair to Brown, Miliband, Corbyn
and now Starme, it'shard to remember a
time when the party wasn't earnestly in-
terrogating itself about its supposedly
antagonistic relationship to questions
of British - latterly English - identity. This
discourse has barely changed since
Blair's third term, and has often exhib-
ited the worst and most self-defeating
qualities of a party in decline: inward-
looking, exclusively focused on Labour
and its alleged failings, and largely ne-
glectful of the political context inwhich
the party operates. To the wider public,
Labour's endless discussions of patrio-
tism suggest a fatal lack of confidence
and self-belief, in sharp contrast to the
Conservatives' unshakeable, breezy
entitlement.Accusations that Labour
lacks a sense of "patriotism" are nearly
asold asthe party itself. Therevisionist
history told by many commentators, that
Labour was regarded as irreproachably
"patriotic” by all and sundry until Jer-
emy Corbyn came along, isalaughable
invention. In the 1930s and 1980s, Con-
servative governments succeeded in
portraying the organised industrial work-
ing class - inflationary, uncouth and
potentially seditious - as standing out-
sidea"true" British nation characterised

by the "vigorous vir-
tues" of bourgeois

James Safford

patriotism, shaped by arhetorical con-
test with its opponents over endless
possible visions of the nation, and by
peoples' changing material circum-
stances. The story of our time is not
the party's abandonment of an English
working class that has long been un-
dergoing a wrenching process of de-
cline. Rather, it's of how the right has
presided over an economy that rewards
asset-owners at the expense of every-
one else, while purging liberalism and
social democracy from Britain's politi-
cal culture.Theresult of thisisasuper-
ficial, misanthropic kind of nationalism
that is devoid of any real regard for
Britain's history or institutions, and is
based on little more than blind defer-
enceto privilege, cru-
elty to outsiders, and

thrift and propriety. Now, it isthe urban
precariat and even many salaried, uni-
versity-educated professionals who
have suddenly found that their interests
and values aren't included within the
Conservatives' definition of national
politics.Because gig economy workers,
renters and urban professionals don't
conform to many people'sideaof atra-
ditional Labour supporter - and because
some people who look and sound like
versions of the latter have switched al-
legianceto the Tories - it can be hard to
identify thestructural similarity between
these people and Labour's core con-
stituenciesin earlier periods of electoral
defeat. Yet thesimilaritiesarethere. The
economy under the Conservative party
during the 1930s and 1980s was notori-
ously stacked against workers in de-
clining heavy industries in Scotland,
Wales and northern England. In our
own time, a combination of stagnant
wages and skyrocketing asset prices
disadvantage young workers and rent-
ers everywhere, especially in Britain's
Labour-voting cities.Treating "patrio-
tism" as a static set of values that a
metropolitan Labour party has care-
lessly abandoned misunderstands the
challenge confronting Labour. The
party has a dynamic relationship with

contempt for our fellow citizens. To
voters, the main attraction of this new
Tory nationalism is that it makes vot-
ing for Britain's traditional governing
party seem like an act of thrilling rebel -
lion against the "woke orthodoxy" rep-
resented by under-40sliving in big cit-
ies. In focus groups conducted in "red
wall" seats, you often hear the accusa-
tion that Labour is a party "for stu-
dents". The Labour leadership rightly
reads this as an invitation to find out
what it needs to do to convince former
voters the party still represents them.
But it's the intensity of the disdain for
students, not the belief that Labour is
for those students, that is new and con-
cerning here.As things stand, Labour
is going to have a hard time convinc-
ing anybody that it isn't "for" young
people and those who are "woke" -

least to a greater degree than the Con-
servatives, which is what matters in
electoral terms. It would be folly, then,
to allow this kind of ginned-up resent-
ment to set the parameters for how
Labour tries to tell its own story about
Britain. Unless the party can convinc-
ingly articulate why idealistic young
peoplehavearoleto play inthe nation's
future (something that, in a more func-
tional political culture, would not be

such ahard sell), then it will be perma-
nently boxed into the defensive crouch
it has occupied for much of the past de-
cade. The only way to break freeisfor
Labour and the people it represents
(whoever they are) to establish their own
idea of the country's future, and confi-
dently invite othersto join them.A good
starting point would be to take alittle
more pride in Labour's good standing
with young people. In many other Euro-
pean countries, established parties of
the centreleft would do amost anything
to attract thumping majoritiesamong the
under-35s in support of their
programmes. It isnot something to take
for granted; nor is it surprising that in
an ageing society where young people
areforced to seek work in asmall num-
ber of large cities, the votes of these
cohorts count for less than they once
did. But Labour shouldn't accept azero-
sum choice between keeping the coali-
tion it has and growing the coalition it
needs. The party leadership doesn't
need to praise or condemn every action
by social movements advancing racial
and climate justice. Nor should these
movements set much store by what the
leader of the opposition does or doesn't
say about them.What Labour politicians
can do, however, isvigoroudy reject the
notion that there is something inherently
unpatriotic about challenge and dissent;
and proudly weave popular movements,
past and present, back into amore gener-
ous, less brittle account of what it means
tolivein 21st-century Britain. Unlikethe
cynical politiciansand journdistswhofall
over themselves to sneer & movements
such as Black Lives Matter and the cli-
mate strikers, these movements actualy
believe (at least on someleve) that Britain
is capable of addressing both the nation's
past atrocitiesand present injustices. This
isn't patriotism by the lights of the opin-
ion pages or the focus groups. But it ex-
hibits a greater faith in the actual moral
and intellectual capacitiesof Britishciti-
zens than the boosterish rhetoric
Johnson and his acolytes spout when-
ever thecamerasarerolling.

How John Lewis sbrand of
middle-classaspiration lost itslustre

oris Johnson and his fiancee,

Carrie Symonds, have spent an

estimated £200,000 from who
knows where renovating their official
flat in order to avoid the shame of be-
ing upper-class people with middle-
class furnishings. It's not surprising
that their - and according to Tatler
magazine their visitors' - distaste for
Theresa May's "John Lewis furniture
nightmare" seemsto have attracted just
as much attention asthe questions over
how Johnson might have paid for
it.John Lewis, likeall classsignifiersin
Britain's neurotic social minefield,
means more than just aname: it means
respectability and, by extension,
middle-class acceptance. Although it's
been around for ever - it first opened in
1864 - inthelast 20 yearsthe brand has
taken on ever greater social cachet. Its
recentish growth mirrored New
Labour's aggressively middle-class as-
pirations, and the idea that the way to
"rescue" declining high streets was ef-

fectively to price working-class people
out of using them.For towns and cities
that lacked a branch, getting a John
Lewisfelt like morethan avital shot at
economic regeneration: it was away of
saying that the place mattered. Its re-
cent history points to its status as a
boom-time store, associated with the
expanding homeownership and boom-
ing equity of the 2000s. Between 2008
and 2020, the com-
pany opened more

Lynsey Hanley

to my entire extended family - was ce-
mented by the chain's extravagant,
Brown- and Cameron-era Christmas
adverts, but it was never the case in
reality.Having a John Lewis on your
high street meant something more than
"footfall" and "average spend": it
meant middle-class - dominant class -
credibility. Indeed, the success of this
strategy seemed to insulate the com-
pany against the
wider collapse of de-

than 20 new stores and, prior to the
pandemic, planned to open even
more.But there was something subtler
and more insidious going on in paral-
lel. John Lewis'srelentlessemphasison
understated "good taste" and "qual-
ity" - not to mention the piety of its
profit-sharing partnership model - was
made for an erain which class markers,
far from dissolving amid mass afflu-
ence, were only becoming more en-
trenched. The laughable idea that "ev-
eryone" went to John Lewis - tell that

partment stores after the 2008 financial
crash. But only for so long. The John
Lewis Partnership, which only a few
years ago seemed to be on a ceaseless
upward trajectory, reported losses of
£517m for 2020 and has announced the
closure of 16 stores - about a third of
itstotal estate - since July 2020.1n 2015,
anew shopping centre, Grand Central,
was opened at Birmingham's refur-
bished New Street station, with ahuge
John Lewis costing £35m as its "an-
chor" store. Whether Birmingham

needed another department store is
another matter: it was literally across
the road from avast Debenhams - like
BHS, soon to disappear from our high
streets- and the gimmicky, New Labour-
era Selfridges building.Last summer,
when it was announced that the store
would close permanently after thefirst
lockdown, the West Midlands Tory
metro mayor, Andy Street - whose pre-
vious job was actually running John
LewisasitsMD - declared that to close
one of the chain's largest stores was "a
dreadful mistake" and that John Lewis
needed to maintain apresenceinthebig
regional cities.That the second largest
city in the UK couldn't sustain its own
branch of John Lewis seems significant
initself, until you consider Birmingham's
demographics: almost half of the city's
population is under 30, with an overall
unemployment rate of 9.8% and - asthe
Observer reported late last year, more
workers on furlough than any other lo-
cal authority inthe UK.

An electoral stamp of approval for the Toriesrisks dis-
honesty becoming the new normal

hat kind of country has
this become? We will
know more when

Thursday's election resultsroll in
by the weekend. Polls are narrow-
ing but the Tories average 42%
against Labour's 35%. That's ex-
traordinary, when aparty 11 years
in power should expect heavy
losses in midterm votes.But these
are exceptional times: after 14
months of draconian restrictions
the UK emerges blinking into the
light, vaccinated and liberated,
bouncing with anticipated
bingeing and boozing. Many
households who've saved money
through lockdown are awash with
surplus cash and homeowners
revel in Rishi Sunak's deliberately
created house-price boom. Even
those who lost relatives and live-
lihoods celebrate freedom: if not,
then success on Thursday tells
the government it can safely ig-

nore them as a discontented
minority.Politicians soliciting
votes, like fixed-grin salesmen,
are obliged to pretend the voter
is always right. Out canvassing,
they may listen politely to what-
ever atrocious views or insults
get hurled at them, resisting the
impulse to shake sense into un-
reasonable people. When politi-
cians lose elections, they must
blame themselves - but never the
voter. Failure sends them into mea
culpas of "listening" to seek out
the fault within their party.But
the rest of us are under no such
constraint to pretend the voter
can't be wrong or irresponsible,
gullible or pork-barrel bribed,
without checking basic facts
available at the click of a mouse.
Try Full Fact or the BBC's Reality
Check for clear and simple
explanations.Worse, many don't
bother to vote at all, proclaiming:

"They're all the same." No, they
never are, and themaninNo 10is
a Trump-favoured knave. Citizens
have a duty to vote: 1'd make it
compulsory, as non-voters forfeit
any right to complain.Everyone
has been shown recent revela-
tions of alleged dishonesty,
greed, and arrogance, far beyond
anything witnessed in their life-
times. The full
litany would over-

Polly Toynbee

dios defend the indefensible.
Mounting investigations may be
shrugged off.Scandals splashed
across even devoutly Tory news-
papers mean any slightly interested
citizen must have noticed. Despite
a corrupted voted system, the
power of X on a ballot paper can
throw the scoundrels out or, this
week, inflict ahumiliating condem-
nation of the
Johnsonocracy.

flow this column with allegations
of contractsfor cronies, Greensill
lobbying, ministerial codes
flouted, gold wallpaper, Mustique
holidays and claims that nannies
were paid for by donors, not to
mention country-wrecking Brexit
lies.A prime minister beyond
anyone's control elbows out civil
servants who demur in order to
terrorise the rest. His government
meddles with public bodies for po-
litical ends. Hisministersin TV stu-

He will seize on anything less as
endorsing his behaviour. If voters
don't care, none of it matters: noth-
ing to see here in this "farrago of
nonsense”, as he says. An electoral
stamp of approval risks dishonesty
becoming the new normal.That's
why far more rides on these local
elections in England than usual:
most of the time, people should
vote on the quality of their coun-
cils. But they look unlikely to turn
out in multitudes to denounce

their deplorable |eaders. The "au-
thentic" showman elected in 2019
has got Brexit done and he's vac-
cinating everyone.That's not good
enough. Citizens have a duty to
keep their government straight.
Myriad quotes make the point, but
here's Einstein: "The world is in
greater peril from those who toler-
ate or encourage evil than from
those who actually commit it." If
"evil" is too epic for tawdry self-
ishness, self-obsession and
greed, remember Johnson has let
the bodies pile higher in the UK
than anywhere in Europe and ca-
sually imperilled peace in North-
ern Ireland.Voters have no excuse,
with Keir Starmer and his
frontbench athoroughly electable,
decent and honest alternative
compared with the rogues' gallery
opposite. As Johnson arms him-
self with a hyped-up culture war
of English nationalism and Brexit

tribalism, he thrives on amore dan-
gerously divided country. Deci-
phering local election results will
be complex: despitea1% lead over
Toriesin "red wall" seats, YouGov
predicts Labour losing many of
those wards and councils, and
there's no clear winner in sight in
Hartlepool. Before Labour - a party
that Rob Ford, professor at
Manchester University, calls "as
precariously put together as Tito's
Yugoslav republics" - breaks into
its usual strife, it should consider
this.Be patient. Soon, voters will
see the chancellor's brutal budget
cuts causing crises in the NHS,
schools, policing and jobs. Mean-
while, later this month, watch
Dominic Cummings, in a"suicide
vest" of explosive tapes and texts,
deliver potentially career-limiting
blows to his old employer. If not
quite yet, not this Thursday, the
Johnson timebomb is ticking.
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Economicactivity down
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nan 2020: Fitch
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istered in the country ex-
ceeded 16.94 crore on May
9.The global rating agency
saidtherearegrowingindica-
tions that the latest wave of
coronavirusinfectionswill add
torisksamong financial insti-
tutions(FIs). It also anticipates
that the RBI may introduce ad-
ditional measures to support
the financial sector if indica-
tions of economic stress
mount."We expect the shock

Mumbai, May 13 : Fitch Ratingson Mon-
day said the shock to economic activity from
thelatest wave of COVID-19 pandemicwill
be less severe than the one in 2020, but re-
covery islikely to be delayed as economic
activity droppedin April-May.fitch ratings,
Indian economy, COVD-19 pandemic, drop
in economic activity, RBI support to finan-
cial sectiorFitch said therearegrowing indi-
cations that the latest wave of COVID-19
infectionswill add to risksamong financia
institutionsFitch Ratings on Monday
warned that India's ow pace of vaccina
tion could mean that the country remains
vulnerableto further waves of the pandemic
even once the current surge subsides.Just
9.4 per cent of the population had received
at least one vaccine dose as of May 5, ac-
cording to figures from Our World in Data,
the agency said.MSP, wheat procurement,
rabi crop, crop harvesting season, fram laws,
M SP systemEnd of M SP? Far from it, rabi
wheat purchasesat brisk paceX LRI profes-
sor and noted labour market expert KR
Shyam Sundar said since around 21 states
have resorted to restrictions, including
stricter curfews, it was but natural that the
urban unemployment rate breached the
double-digit level.Covid effect; Weakened
economy can't producejobs, unemployment
rate at 19-week high"Indias slow pace of
vaccination means that the country could
remain vulnerable to further waves of the
pandemic even once the current surge sub-
sides,” Fitch added.The Centre has already
provided morethan 17.56 crorevaccinedoses
to states/UTs free of cost.The cumulative
number of COV1D-19 vaccinedosesadmin-

to economic activity fromthe
latest wave of the pandemic in Indiato be
less severe than in 2020, even though
caseloads and fatalities are much higher."
Nonetheless, indicators show activity
droppedinApril-May, whichislikely to de-
lay the country's recovery, and the number
of newly recorded casesremains extremely
high," Fitch Ratings said in areport.It said
that currently, authoritiesareimplementing
lockdowns more narrowly, and companies
and individual s have adjusted behaviour in
ways that cushion the effects."There is a
risk that disruption could persist longer and
spread further than our baseline case as-
sumes, particularly if lockdowns are intro-
duced in more regions, or nationwide," it
added.Indiaisfacing theworld'sworst out-
break of COVID-19 caseswith morethan 3
lakh new daily COVID-19 cases being re-
ported for two weeks now and thenew cases
reached morethan 4 lakh new daily casesover
the weekend.More than 2.46 lakh people in
India have died from the coronavirus infec-
tion. Public hedth system is buckling under
the weight of surging infections and deaths
with severa parts of the country reporting
shortage of hospital beds, medical oxygen,
medicines and vaccines.Last month, Fitch
had said the surgein COVID-19 casescould
add to headwinds facing Indias banks and
non-bank financid inditutions(NBFIs) if itled
toaresurgencein asset-quality pressures. The
latest data suggest that this risk is mounting,
the agency said." There are growing indica-
tionsthat Indiaslatest waveof COVID-19in-
fectionswill add to risksamong financid insti-
tutions(Fls) by sapping near-term momentum
fromtheeconomic recovery,” it said.

Indian Navy war shipscarry back Oxygen from
iIn April, May but shock less Gulf countries, Japan fundsO2 plantsfor North East

Mumbai, May 13: OnMay 10,2021,
threeIndian Navy warshipsarrived
with consignment of Oxygen and
medical supplies from overseas --
INS Kolkata at New Mangalore,
INS Trikand entered Mumbai and
INS Airavat reached
Visakhapatnam. INS Kolkata at
New Mangalore, INS Trikand en-
tered Mumbai and INSAiravat, In-
dian navy helping in covid fight,
armes forces, Cabinet of Kuwait,
Kuwait aircraft, These shipsare part
of the nine ships, according to the
Indian Navy, have been deployed
for shipment of LMO and other
medical relief material On Monday,
(May 10, 2021), three Indian Navy
warshipsarrived with consignment
of Oxygen and medical supplies
from overseas- INSKolkataat New
Mangalore, INS Trikand entered
Mumbai and INS Airavat reached
Visakhapatnam.These ships are
part of the nine ships, according to
the Indian Navy, have been de-
ployed for shipment of Liquid Medi-
cal Oxygen (LMO) and other medi-
cal relief material from countriesin
the Persian Gulf and South East
Asia.Pakistan, FATF, anti-corrup-
tion, Paris-based Financial Action
Task Force, money laundering, ter-
ror financingPakistan govt to set
new rules to meet FATF
demandsl AF, CASMC, Embassy of
South Korea, Republic of Korea,
rapid antigen test kits, Oxygen con-
centrators, cryogenic oxygen
tankslndiagets more Oxygen from
overseas as Operation Samudra
Setu Il hits top gear! |AF sets up
itsCOV D airDeeply valuethegift
of 40MT of LMO from our friend
Kuwait. A special thanks for the
generous donation to the Indian
community in Kuwait for 200 O2
cylinders and 4 O2 concentrators,
and to the community in Qatar for
200 O2 cylinders and 43 O2 con-
centrators.  pic.twitter.com/
Yulhke5f TGAS had been reported
earlierin Financia ExpressOnline,
the ambassador of Kuwait to India
Jassem Al-Ngjem, had in an inter-

action mentioned that on Monday,
May 10,2021, INSKolkatawill carry
LMO from Kuwait.INS Kolkata
reached New Mangal ore Port with
400 bottles of Oxygen, two 27 MT
containersof LMO and 47 concen-
tratorsthat were embarked at Qatar
and Kuwait.The three ships that
arrived on Monday, will augment
oxygen supply in three different
states. Also, two more shipsare on
their way to Indiafrom Kuwait, and

Mumbai.The consignment on
board is part of the French mission
"Oxygen Solidarity Bridge" which
isinsupport of Indiasfight against
the pandemic.From Singapore, this
warship reached Visakhapatnam
with aload of eight cryogenic oxy-
gen tanksand around 4000 oxygen
cylinderstogether with other criti-
cal medical equipment/
supplies.Indian Army's Northern
Command readiesto fight the pan-

oneshipispresently in Brunei and
medical supplies are being loaded
up.Last week on Wednesday, the
INSKolkataset off from Shuwaikh
port carrying around 40 metric tons
of liquid oxygen and 200 oxygen
cylinders. According to Ambassa
dor Al-Ngem, "Two more ships
with 175 tons of LMO and around
2,400 oxygen cylindersareon their
way to India."The Cabinet of Ku-
wait had decided recently to send
emergency aid to India to help it
fight the spread of the global pan-
demic of COVID-19.A military air-
craft of Kuwait Air Force had deliv-
ered 40 tons of emergency aid from
Kuwait Red Crescent Society last
week. The medical aid carried in-
cluded around 282 oxygen cylin-
ders, ventilators, medicines, 60 oxy-
gen concentrators, and other medi-
cal supplies.Has carried back 40
MT LMO in Cryogenic containers
from Hamad Port, Qatar to

demicinUTsof J&K & LadakhThe
Northern Command has geared up
to help the serving personnel, ex-
servicemen, Veer Naris, and their
dependents.In apre-emptive move,
the Northern Command hasjoined
handswith the Civil Administration
and has started ramping up itshold-
ing capacity of COVID patients. It
has ensured that there are enough
ICU beds, oxygen availability, set-
ting up four COVID Care Centre
with around 490 bed capacity for
theAwaam. It has also started vac-
cination of serving and retired per-
sonnel and Veer Naris.According
to an official statement from the
Indian Army, the Northern Com-
mand is ensuring the twin objec-
tives of "Force Preservation" and
"Optimised Utilisation of Medical
Resources'. This is going to be
for the benefit of all the serving,
retired and their dependants and
alsotheAwaamlocated infar flung

areas. The Army units have started
massive awarenessdrivesand pro-
viding transportation support
which will help in the movement
of the medical supplies and also
provide assistance to the UT ad-
ministration or civil
organisations.The Army along
with the government have jointly
activated COVID facilitiesfor the
people of J&K and these include
250 bedded COV D Carecentre at
Rangrethin Srinagar. Another 200
bedded facility at Damana near
Jammu and 20 bedded facilities
each at Uri and Baramulla have
been set up.Japan and UNDP join
hands to help IndiaTo boost sup-
ply of oxygen generation plantsto
the North Eastern Region, Japan
has joined hands with the United
Nations Devel opment Programme
(UNDP). To ensure uninterrupted
supply, with the support of the
people of Japan, the UNDP has
procured and installed eight Pres-
sure Swing Absorption (PSA) oxy-
gen generation plantsin the States
of Nagaland, Meghalaya, and
Tripura. Some hospitalshave been
identified in the region for these
oxygen plants and they have a
capacity of 1,300 beds in total.
Once the production starts, the
excess oxygen will be distributed
among other health facilitiesinthe
hospitals' vicinity."North East oc-
cupies a special place for Japan
India relations", says Satoshi
Suzuki, Abassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of Japan to
India, inan official statement. Ac-
cording to Ms Shoko Noda, Resi-
dent Representative, UNDP India,
"The situation in India is devas-
tating and the pandemic contin-
uesto threaten millions of lives."
In an effort to ensure that no one
is left behind, UNDP is seeking
urgent additional support.As re-
ported earlier, Japan has already
delivered medical aid to Indiaand
more is expected to arrive in the
form of ventilators and oxygen
concentrators.

By building compe-

Your Vehiclein COVID-19 L ockdown:
How to save on insurance premium

Mumbai, May 13 : With people
hardly taking their vehicles on
road, it does not make sense in
buying acomprehensive motor in-
surance policy.During the
lockdown period, when you are
hardly driving your vehicle and
only using it for emergency pur-
poses, it is better to get Third
party + Fire + Theft insurancein
place of a comprehensive policy.
We are more than a year into the
COVID-19 pandemic, and, there-
sult isthat our lives are changing
drastically. Most of us have been
hardly using our vehiclesascom-
mute to work remains cancelled
dueto thelockdown and a so trips
and journeys to see family and
friends remain suspended. The
situation is expected to continue
for a few more months as work-
from-home orders continue to be
in place at least until 70% of the
population is vaccinated.In fact,
many studies conclude that until
remote work adoption and shift to
online shopping remain in action,
the traffic volumes probably will
not be going to increase. With
people hardly taking their vehicles
on road, it does not make sensein
buying acomprehensive motor in-
surance policy.coronavirus home
treatments, tests, home care, cost
of oximeter, oxygen cylinder,
medicines,|sthe cost of oximeter,
oxygen cylinder covered in home

every day and driving for a con-
siderable number of
kilometres.Insuranceisone of the
big costs in keeping a car on the
road, with the average price of a
fully comprehensive motor insur-
ancepoalicy for a1200CC sedan car
ranging between Rs 15,000 and Rs
18,000. However, if you are not
driving your vehicle so frequently
dueto the ongoing | ock-down and
work-from-homeorders, itisbetter
to only buy coverage that is re-
quired. Considering the prevailing
conditions, several insurers have
come up with a specia insurance

plan - Third-party + Fire + Theft
insurance. The plan gives your
vehicle-required coverage at af-
fordable prices - 50% less than
regular comprehensive plans. Un-
der this plan, the vehicle gets ad-
equate coverage for damages to
the Third Party and damages to
your vehicle due to fire and
theft. The plan workslike any other
regular plan, however, the extent
of coverage differs, asit will not
cover you for damages to your
own vehicle. With thisinsurance,
you can easily drive your vehicle
on the roads because as per the

government rules, only third-party
insuranceismandatory for driving
thevehicleonIndianroads. If while
driving the vehicle, you meet with
an accident and cause damagesto
the third party, your insurer will
bear the expenses on your behalf
and pay to the third party.Also, in
caseyour vehiclegetsstolenwhile
it is parked on road outside your
home or any other placeyou might
fed issafe, theinsurer will pay you
theentire IDV - Insured Declared
Value mentioned on your insur-
ance policy document. While re-
newing your motor insurance ve-
hicle, it isalwaysadvised to make
sure that you select the maximum
IDV possible. This is because in
caseof incidentsliketotal damage
and theft, in case the authorities
fall toretrieveyour vehicle, thein-
surer will pay you the IDV men-
tioned on your policy. In order to
get themaximum returnsfromyour
damaged vehicle, aways select
maximum IDV.Thethirdincident for
which the plan provides you ad-
equate protectionisfire. With day
temperature crossing 40 degreesin
most parts of northern India, inci-
dencesof vehiclescatching fireare
quitecommon. Most vehiclesthat

catch fire usually get completely
damaged and cannot be used
again. Theinsurer placessuch ve-
hicles under the total damage cat-
egory in which the vehicle owner
gets the complete IDV of the ve-
hicle. Fire and Theft are the two
most common incidences that
cause maximum damages to the
vehicleand it isawaysimportant
to provide adequate coverage to
your vehicle against both of them.
Third-party cover isalsoimportant,
asit is mandatory by the govern-
ment for driving the vehicle on
road.During thelockdown period,
when you are hardly driving your
vehicleand only using it for emer-
gency purposes, it is better to get
Third party + Fire + Theft insur-
ance in place of acomprehensive
policy and save considerably on
thepremium. Inthelast one month
- with lockdown rules again com-
ing into force - there has been 2x
increaseinthesalesof Third party
+ Fire + Theft insurance plans.
Currently, these plansareavailable
with a prominent insurer like Fu-
ture Generali, United Indialnsur-
ance and Digit. For a1200CC se-
dan, the plan costs approximately
Rs4,500 - Rs5,500.

China’s population grows marginally to 1.412

tency amongst the
poverty-stricken
populationscan eradi-
catethelongest sand-
Ing issueof our nation
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Aswe all know, the United Nations has launched a
blueprint of 17 Sustainable Development Goals and the
objectiveisto create amore prosperous, capable, com-
petent, egalitarian and protected world by the year 2030,
and India actively participates to achieve the same.
These goals are issues India has been grappling with for
along time, such as poverty, hunger, education, sanita-
tion, health, climate, protection of other animals, water
and plants, economic growth, industrial development
and others. With regardsto thefirst goal i.e. zero poverty,
there are people in our country in millions who are de-
prived of clothes to wear and bread to eat. If it isindeed
our intent to achieve this goal, creating opportunities to
become self-sustainable over temporary philanthropy
would empower them instead of their helplessreliance on
others for subsistence. This will be the biggest help for
them in the true sense.

Atul Malikram says that under India's goal of 2030,
not only the government, but also is amoral obligation
of responsible citizenship to contribute to end poverty

billion, may begin to decline by 2022: Census

not include Hong Kong and
Macao.China denounces US appedl
for TawantojoinWHO mesting' New
eraof genetic weapons: Reportssay
China probed weaponising
coronavirusesin 2015New eraof ge-
netic weapons: Reports say China
probed wegponising coronaviruses
in2015Significantly, accordingtothe
datarel eased by theNational Bureau
| of Statistics (NBS), the new census
# figures reveal that the demographic
crisis China faced was expected to
!. i deepen as the popul ation above 60
A, yearsgrew to 264 million, up by 18.7
per cent last year. "Thefurther ageing of the
population imposed continued pressure on
the long-term balanced development of the
population in the coming period,” the NBS
statement said.

care treatment of Corona Kavach
policyholders? Find outA health
insurance policy, including short-
term Covid specific covers-Corona
Kavach and Corona Rakshak-will
not only ensure financial protec-
tionin caseof amedica emergency
due to Covid but will aso give
peace of mind to the policyholder
and his dependents.Health Insur-
ance: Do you have health cover
for Covid treatment?A combina-
tion of Third-party Cover and
Own-damage Cover - a compre-
hensive motor insurance policy
protects you against damages to
your own vehicle and third party
in case of an accident. Buying a
comprehensive motor insurance
policy only makessensewhenyou
are taking your vehicle on road

in our country and that should be highlighted in every
individual'slifefrom today itself. We have to understand
that the poor already bear the burden of struggling
against their social and economic subjugation in our
society, and need policies in place for a more efficient
medical and education systems instead of mere subsi-
dies that in turn prove to be counterproductive since it
reinforces their dependence on others. The first step to
boost their morale, uproot their sense of helplessness,
and help them tap their potential isto provide them with
safety of having theright infrastructure and basic needs
fulfilled. Thetimeisnow for strict lawsand policiesthat
priorities adherenceto the first sustainable devel opment
goal and to implement these seriously. The benefit of
every such scheme introduced in the country should be
given to the poor first, so that their confidence in them-
selves and this country can be increased. Maleficent
individualswho stop or take advantage of these schemes
should be punished severely. By adopting these mea-
sures, Indiawill be ableto become apoverty-free coun-
try by the year 2030.

Mumbai, May 13: Accordingtothesev-
enth national population censusreleased
by the Chinese government on Tues-
day, Chindspopulaioninal the31 prov-
inces, autonomousregions, and munici-
palitiesreached 1.41178hillion.Chinese
population, chinese population growth, sl
China annual census, second-largest |
economy., 0.53 per cent growth in Chi-
nese population, National Bureau of
StatisticsChina'spopulationinall the 31
provinces, autonomousregions, and mu-
nicipalities reached 1.41178 hillion.
Chinaspopulation grew by 0.53 per cent
toreach 1.41178hillion, upfrom 1.4 bil-
lionin 2019, keeping its status as the world's
most populous country but the numbers are
expected to declinefrom early next year, lead-
ing to labour shortagesand afall in consump-
tion levels in the second-largest economy.

| i Loty
According to the seventh nationa population
census released by the Chinese government
on Tuesday, Chinas population in al the 31
provinces, autonomous regions, and munici-
paitiesreached 1.41178hillion. Thefiguresdo
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CM visits Dakshinpaat, Auniati

symbolicaly to keep the economic condition of the State strong. The Chief Min-
ister also had alook at the fabric produced in the handloom of the Satra which
depicted the 24 th incarnation of Lord Bishnu. The Chief Minister also interacted
with the Satradhikar and other devotees at the Satra. Thereafter, Chief Minister
Sarmavidited Sri Sri Auniati Setraand Sri Sri Uttar Kamalabari Satrasrespectively
and prayed for peace and progressin the State. He took blessings of Satradhikar
Sri Sri Pitambor Devgoswami of Auniati Satraand Sri Sri Janardan Devgoswami
of Sri Sri Uttar Kamalabari Satraand also had conversation with them aswell
asthe devotees present there. During hisvisit to Sri Sri Uttar Kamalabari Satra,
Chief Minister Dr. Sarmaalso had an interaction with Padma Shree Gopiram
Borgayan Burhabhakat. L akhimpur M P Pradan Baruah was al so present dur-
ing thevisit of the Chief Minister.

CM reviews COVID19 situation

timely completion of ongoing schemesinthedistrict. Heinstructed for strength-
ening vulnerable points of the embankments in the district on war footing
ahead of the floods. Construction of Majuli-Jorhat connecting bridge, status
of Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojna, road construction, Ro-Pax ferry service
toand from Jorhat, activities of agriculture department also came up for review
inthe meeting. The Chief Minister also looked into matters such as setting up
of officeof the District Elementary Education Officer (DEEQ), making the stay
of staffs of various government offices in the district compulsory instead of
traveling from outside etc. MP Pradan Baruah, DC Mgjuli Bikram Koiri, SP
AparnaNatrajan, Joint Director of Health Servicesin Majuli along with offi-
cials of various departments were present in the meeting.

Curfew and OddOEven rule

Transport (Air/Railways/Buses) including all incidental services/activitiesthat
are essential for smooth functioning of all modes of public transport (such as
handling of cargo ticketing, air freight station, CFS, ICD etc.), Disaster Man-
agement and rel ated services, IMD.CWC, Water Resources Department, PHE,
NIC, NCC and Municipal services, and all other essential serviceson produc-
tion of valid Identity card. The uninterrupted delivery of public services shall
beensured by the concerned departments/agencies. 2. All Judicial officers /
officials of courts of Assam on production of valid Identitycard. 3. All private
medical personnel such as doctors, nursing staff, paramedical stafftc. and
other hospital services (such as hospitals, diagnostic centres clinics, pharma-
cies, pharmaceutical companies and other medical & healthservices) 4 Preg-
nant women and patients for getting medical /health services. 5. Person com-
ing from/going to Airports/Railway stations/I SBTs allowed totravel on pro-
duction of valid ticket. 6. Officerg/officialsrelated to functioning of offices of
Diplomats of variouscountries as well as persons holding any constitutional
post on production ofvalid Identity card. 7. Electronic and print Media on
production of valid Identity card. 8. There shall be no restriction oninter-state
and intra-state movement /transportation of essential / non-essential goods.
No separate permission/ epasswill berequired for such movements. 9. Move-
ment of persons related to commercial and private establishments providing
following essential services/commodities shall be allowed: Shops dealing with
food, groceries, fruits & Vegetables, dairy & milk booths meat & fish, animal
fodder, pharmaceuticals, medicines and medical equipments’

DCGI Approves Phase [ 1/111

year. The proposal was deliberated in the meeting of the subject expert com-
mitteein February asBharat Biotech was asked to submit arevised clinical tria
protocol A few days ago, awrong claim was doing the rounds that Covaxin
has been approved for children above 12 years. The Centre refuted the
claim and said no such approval was given.As Indiais going through the
second wave of the pandemic amid which the ongoing vaccination drive
has been opened from people between the age group of 18 and 44 years,
the need to extend vaccination to those below 18 years has been felt.Pfizer-
BioNTech’s Covid-19 vaccine has been given emergency use authorisation
for children aged between 12 and 15 in the US. Canada too has approved
Pfizer for 12-year-olds.

Govt Recommends To Increase

Covid-19 vaccine and added that | actating women are eligiblefor jabsany time
after delivery. The recommendations of the NTAGI will be sent to the National
Expert Group on Vaccine Adminstration for Covid-19.The Hyderabad-based
Bharat Biotech’sindigenously developed Covaxin and Oxford-AstraZeneca's
Covishield are currently being used in India’s inoculation drive against
coronavirus.Earlier in March, the Centre had written to states and Union Ter-
ritoriesto increase the gap between two doses of Covishield from 4-6 weeksto
4-8 weeks.A three-month interval between doses of the Oxford Covid-19 vac-
cineresultsin higher vaccine efficacy than asix-week gap, according to anew
study which says the first dose can offer up to 76 percent protection in the
months between the two jabs, astudy in Lancet said. The results of the analy-
sisfrom aPhase 3 randomized controlled trial, published in The Lancet jour-
nal, suggested that the interval between doses can be safely extended to three
months given the protection a single dose offers.

Most of country should remain

crisisin IndiaThe Centre has shied away from imposing anationwide lockdown
because of the economic impact and has left it to state governments. Severd
states have introduced varying levels of curbs on economic activity and public
movement to stop the spread of the virus, which are mostly being reviewed and
extended on aweekly or fortnightly basis. "The high positivity districts should
remain (shut). If they cometo 5% from 10% (positivity rate) wecan openthem, but
that hasto happen. That won't happen in six-eight weeks, clearly," Bhargavasaid
in an interview at the New Delhi headquarters of the ICMR, the country's top
medica research body.Referring to the capital, one of Indias hardest hit cities
where the positivity rate reached around 35% but has now fallen to about 17%,
Bhargavasaid: "If Delhi isopened tomorrow, it will beadisaster."Indiaisin deep
crissinthecurrent wave of COVID-19infectionswith around 350,000 casesand
4,000 deaths being reported daily. Hospitalsand morgues are overflowing, medi-
cal staff is exhausted and oxygen and drugs are running short.Many experts say
the actual casetallies and deaths could be five to 10 times higher.Prime Minister
Narnedra Modi and other top political leaders have faced a public backlash for
addressing masselectionrallieswhere no mgjor COVD-19 safety protocolswere
followed. The government also didn't intervene to stop areligious festival in a
northern statein March that was attended by millions of devout Hindus.Bhargava
did not criticise the Modi government but conceded there had been a delay in
responding to the crisis."l think the only discontent we have was there was a
dight delay in accepting the 10% (recommendation), but that did happen,” he
said.He said an April 15 meeting of the National Task Force on COVID-19 had
made the recommendation tothegovernment tolock down areeswithal0% pogtivity
rate or higher.Yet, in atdevised gpeech on April 20, Modi dissuaded sates and said a
lockdown should be usad as "lagt resort” and the focus should remain on "micro
containment zones'.OnApril 26- morethan 10 daysafter thetask forcemesting - Indids
home (interior) ministry wrote to Sates, asking them to implement strict messures for
"largecontanment aress' inhard-hit digtricts, but only for 14 days Thehomeand hedth
minigries, aswel asModi's office, did not respond to requests for comment.Reuters
reported earlier this month the head of the Nationd Centre for Disease Control had
privately told an online gathering thet drict lockdown messureswere reguired in early
April.Two senior ICMR dfficids told Reuters the organization was frustrated about
politic leaders addressng large rdlies and dlowing rdligious gatherings, saying the
actionspublicly flouted required safety messures Modi himsdlf addressed severd of the
political meatings, maskless" Our messaging hasbeen completely incorrect, notinsync
with the dtuaion,” said one of the officids, referring to the government. "We have
miserably failed." Bhargavadenied therewasany discontent withinthel CM R and added
the agency was on the same page with policymakers. Without commenting directly on
politica leaders, hesaid massgatheringsduring COV1D-19 should not beacceptablein
Indiaor anywheredse. “It'scommon sense” hesaid.

Bharat Biotech, Serum | nstitute

Maharashtra, Karnataka and Delhi as they do not have adequate vaccines to
inoculate both the popul ation below 45 and above 45, simultaneously. Since
the administration of the second doses is of priority, the states are mulling
halting the vaccination of the people between the age group of 18 to 44
years.Serum, Bharat Biotech submit production plan to CentreNudged by the
Centre and the Drugs Controller General of India, both the vaccine makers
have submitted their production plan for June, July, August and September,
news agency PTI reported. According to the plan, Bharat Biotechisall set to
raise the production of Covaxin to 3.32 crore dosesin July and 7.82 crore in
August. Serum Institute aims at increasing the production up to 10 crore
doses in August.3 public sector companies to produce CovaxinApart from
Hyderabad's Bharat Biotech facility, three public sector companies, including
Mumbai's Haffkine Biopharmaceutical Corporation Ltd, Hyderabad's Indian
Immunologicals Limited and Bulandshah's Bharat Immunologicals and
Biologicals Limited, have been given the nod to produce Covaxin.States are
floating global tendersto procure vaccines from abroadRajasthan, Tamil Nadu,
Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Telanganaand Del hi
have decided to float global tenders to procure vaccines from abroad.

COVID-19 : Sputnik vaccine

happen in the third quarter of the year.” Department of Biotechnology, other
departments concerned and MEA have been in touch with Pfizer, Moderna,
Johnson & Johnson from the beginning. They were officially asked if they
would like to send doses to or manufacture in India, well find partners and
assist,” Dr Paul said.” They had said that they are working in their own way and
they would talk of vaccineavailability in Q3,in 2021. We are connected to them.
I'm hopeful that they'll step forward to increase availability inIndia,” he added.
“Overall, 216 crore doses of vaccines will be manufactured in India between
August-December - for India and for Indians. There should be no doubt that
vaccine will be available for al as we move forward,” Dr Paul asserted.” Any
vaccinethat isapproved by FDA or WHO can cometo India. Import licensewill
be granted within 1-2 days. No import license is pending,” he said further.He
informed that so far 18 crore vaccine doses have been administered in the coun-
try making India the third-best in the world in this regard.“We are happy to
report that one-third of people aged 45 and above are protected. Thisage group
contributesto 88% of deaths. So you canimagine, how much dent it would have
made to reduce the risk of death of this population,” he said.Russian vaccine
Sputnik V islikely to beavailablein market from next week, the Centre said today
asthevaccine shortagein various states deepened and restrictions were brought
in for vaccination. Several states including Maharashtra, are floating global
tenders for vaccine supply."1'm happy to say that we are hopeful that it will be
available in the market next week. We are hopeful that the sale of the limited
supply that hascomefromthere (Russia), will begin next week," said Dr VK Paull,
chairman of the National Expert Committee on Vaccine Administration.Dr Paul
added that further supply will follow and the production of the vaccinewill begin
inJduly. "Itisestimated that 15.6 crore doseswill be manufactured inthat period,”
he said.Union Minister Anurag Thakur tweeted on Sunday that 1.5 lakh doses of
Sputnik V "havedready reached Indiaand RDIF hasa sotied up withlocal Indian
companiesfor bulk production”.A group of scientistsfrom the United States, the
Netherlands, Italy, France and Russia, meanwhile, flagged concerns over there-
sults of phase 3 studies - specificaly data discrepancies, trial protocols, and the
accuracy and qudity of data from which conclusions were drawn.The Russian
scientists have stressed their data meets "clear and transparent standards... con-
Sdered sufficient for regulatory review and approvals’.

Bengaluru residents go 80 km for
Covid shot as medical hub just
doesn’t have enough vaccines

Gauribidanur (Karnataka), May 13: A 36-year-old Bengalururesident did all
he could to book a vaccination slot for himself and his wife on Cowin. He
stayed up through the night, trawling the portal for open slots. He signed up
for updates on the Telegram app, and scoured the Bangal ore Vaccine Updater
minute by minute on Twitter. No luck. On 10 May, the day vaccinationsfor the
18-44 age group beganin Karnataka, theman got acall fromafriend. A jugglery
of nearby pin codes had reveal ed that afew slotswereavailablein Gauribidanur,
ataluk inthe Chikkabal lapur district that lies 80 km from Bengal uru. He checked
out the lead and quickly booked a slot for himself and his wife. So did his
friends. The 160-km trip back and forth was no deterrent for the IT hub resi-
dents desperate to get the jab.”We had no other option but to book the slots
in Gauribidanur. Every day, we hear about some young person succumbing to
Covid. With no bedsin hospitals, avaccineisour last hope,” the 36-year-old,
who didn’t wishto be named, told “ Despite waiting for days, wewerenot able
to get any slots (in Bengaluru). So, we decided to travel 160 kmtoandfrointhe
hope of protecting ourselvesand our families.” It wasasimilar motivation that
brought Navneet and hiswife Pooja, residents of Bengal uru, to Gauribidanur.
outside a vaccination centre Tuesday, Navneet said the government should
look into why this is happening.“l was looking for a slot since it became
applicable for those in the age group of 18-44 (1 May). However, despite
severa attempts, | didn’t get anything,” he added, waiting in queue at the
district taluka office in Gauribidanur. Many other people in the queue said
they werefrom Bengal uru aswell, laying bare a strange phenomenon stalking
thevaccination drivein one of India smost devel oped cities. Bengaluru, touted
to be a medical tourism hub, doesn’t seem to have enough vaccines for its
residents.Karnatakaallowed Covid shotsfor 18-44-year-olds 10 days after the
official rollout date set by the central government (1 May), but many residents
are still having to travel to places like Mysuru, 140 km away, and even less-
known pockets such as Gauribidanur to secure a shot. As of Wednesday,
there were 11 vaccination centres for 18-44-year-olds in Bengaluru, with an
average of only 150 shots per day at each of them.According to the bulletin
issued by the Karnataka health department Tuesday, the state has adminis-
tered 20,278 doses among 18-44-year-olds, with the cumulative at 41,803. In
Bengaluru on Tuesday, 1,078 doses were administered to 18-44-year-olds.
This, even as the state battles a surge in infections wrought by the second
Covidwave.Dr Om Prakash Patil, Director at the KarnatakaHealth and Family
Welfare Services (state health department), through phone calls, WhatsApp
and SMS, for acomment on the vaccination drive but there was no response
by thetime of publishing thisreport. Dr Rajani Nageshrao, Deputy Director for
Immunisation in the Karnataka Health and Family Welfare Services, didn’t
reply to a phone call and text from ThePrint either.Speaking off the record,
however, ahealth department official acknowledged the shortagein Bengaluru,
adding that efforts are underway to ease the situation.The second Covid
wave has had a brutal impact on Karnataka. It was reported Tuesday that the
state overtook Maharashtrato record the highest number of fresh Covid cases
in the data released Monday. Bengaluru, the epicentre of the pandemic in
Karnataka, recorded 15,879 cases and 259 deathson 10 May. Thiswasafall as
compared to 9 May, when the city recorded 16,747 cases and 374 deaths.In
Karnataka, the vaccination drivefor the 18-44 age group waslaunched M onday
amid a shortage of vaccine doses. ThePrint visited four vaccination centresin
Benga uru— K C Generd hospitd, VictoriaHospital, Bowring and Lady Curzon
Hospital, and the civic agency-run Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike pri-
mary health centre at Vasant Nagar to take stock of the situation — only to find
several accounts of chaos enveloping the process. Shubham Mehta, a 25-year-
old anayst, said it “took three days of hard work to book an appointment”.
“Every time, you have to quickly go online, key in the (area) details, and then
wait for an OTP. By thetimeyou do al this, you realise that the slot isno longer
available,” he added. Shubham said he understood why someone would travel
far to get a shot. “That's the desperation among the people — with no beds
availableand no vaccinein Bengaluru, they arewillingto travel 70-90 km to get
vaccinated,” he added. “ They don’t have any other choice, although | think this
isnot right aswe are in away using the supply meant for the other districts.

RSS worker Modi followed on
Twitter dies of Covid. PM didn’t
help despite plea tweet, family cries

Agra, May 13 : The huge poster of Prime Minister Narendra Modi that had
adorned the back of Agra resident Amit Jaiswal’s car for many yearsis now
gone. His sister tore it off the day Jaiswal, an RSS worker the PM even fol-
lowed on Twitter, died of Covid in aprivate hospital in Mathura. Thefamily had
failed to find a hospital bed for him in Agra, and hoped PM Modi would
“intervene” when they posted a tweet from Jaiswal’s account, tagging him
and Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath, and sought help to get remdesivir injec-
tions. The post aso said they were “facing issues’ in his treatment. The 42-
year-old died 10 daysafter testing positivefor Covid, and thevirusalso claimed
thelife of his mother afew days later.Jaiswal’s family called him a self-pro-
claimed “Modi bhakt” — his WhatsApp display photo isthat of the PM. He
proudly flaunted in his Twitter bio the fact that Modi followed him. All this
gave hisfamily the hope that the PM or the state government would respond
totheir call for help.“ He couldn’t hear aword against Modi and Yogi. If some-
one said anything remotely critical of them, he would threaten to beat them
up,” said Sonu Alagh, Jaiswal’s el der sister.On the early morning of 29 April,
he died in Mathura’s Niyati Hospital, where the family had got him admitted
nine days earlier.That very day, Sonu and her husband Rajendra tore off the
Modi poster from hiscar. Thefuriouscouplesaid they will “never forgive” PM
Modi for his“indifference”.“ Amit ne poori zindagi PM Modi keliyenikal di.
Modi ne uske liye kyakiya? Aise PM sahab ki humein kya zaroorat? Humne
poster phaadh ke nikaal diya (Amit spent hisentirelifefighting for PM Modi.
Wheat did Modi do for him?We tore off hisposter),” Rajendratold .Barely 10
daysafter losing her brother, Sonu lost her mother too — on 9 May. Sonu and
Rajendrasaid their life just changed in the course of afew weeks.But he was
dedicated RSSworker too, who had been going to nearly every RSS shakhain
and around Agra since his childhood, his sister Sonu recalled.In December
2020, hemade atrip to Ayodhyato pray at the under-construction Ram Mandir
site, and also put up LED boards all around the city that said ‘Ram
Janmabhoomi’ .“ He wanted to put up these boardsin Ayodhyafor free of cost.
It was a cause he strongly felt for,” said Sonu.Both Amit and his mother Rgj
Kamal Jaiswal tested positiveon 19 April, after which Sonu and Rajendratried
to get them admitted to multiple hospitalsin Agra. But after failing to find abed
anywhere, took them to nearby Mathura.A week later, the Mathura hospital
asked the family to urgently arrange remdesivir injections for the mother-son
duo. Sonu logged into Jaiswal’s Twitter handle and posted a message plead-
ing for help, tagging both PM Maodi and CM Yogi Adityanath.” But we didn’'t
get any help whatsoever,” Sonu said. The family somehow managed to ar-
range the medicine, but couldn’t save Jaiswal and his mother.” He was one of
themost hardworking membersof the RSS. Hewas extremely passionate about
the work at RSS,” said Amit Gupta, Agra's Vijay Nagar chief of RSS wing
Rozgar Bharti.InApril last year, he was given “ credit”, along with other RSS
volunteersfromAgra, for organising an e-shakhaamid the pandemic. Thefam-
ily alleged that the private hospital in Mathura “grossly overcharged” them,
adding to their angst.According to the bills given to the family, the total cost
for Jaiswal’streatment for 10 daysraninto over Rs4.75 lakh, whilethat for his
mother, who spent 20 daysin the hospital, cost around Rs 11 lakh.” There are
so many ‘other charges'. But what are those for? We arranged remedesivir,
what are these private hospitals charging us so much money for?’ Sonu
asked.Other private hospitalsin the region have also come under the scanner
for overcharging patients. Ravi Hospital in Agrawas Monday debarred from
the list of Covid hospitals after news emerged of a patient allegedly having
been charged Rs 9 lakh."We were able to manage somehow. But a poorer
family would never have been ableto,” said Rajendra. The family believesif
PM Madi “intervened” in time, the Covid crisisacrossthe country could have
been managed better.An emotional Rajendralooked into ThePrint'scamerato
make an appeal to PM Modi.“1 am begging you PM Modi...I understand there
isacrisisin the country, but you are the most important person in the country.
| am begging you, PM Modi. Please do something.”

Justice Chandrachud testspog-
tive, Covid hearing isdeferred

New Delhi, May 13: Justice D Y Chandrachud, who is heading the Supreme
Court’s three-judge special bench on Covid management, has tested positive
and isin isolation. The apex court said it has deferred Thursday’s scheduled
hearing on “distribution of essential supplies and services during the pan-
demic and similar matters’.In a notification issued Wednesday, the Supreme
Court said that “since one of the Hon’ble Judges of the bench scheduled to
hear” the suo motu matter on Thursday has tested positive for Covid, “the
Special Bench comprising Hon' ble Dr Justice D Y Chandrachud, Hon’ ble Mr
Justice L Nageswara Rao and Hon' ble Mr Justice S Ravindra Bhat in Court
No.5 will not sit and the matters listed before this bench stand deferred and
fresh date of listing shall be notified later” .Due to the pandemic, the Supreme
Court has been hearing cases viavideo conferencing. Four other judges of the
court had tested positive in the past, and have since recovered.On May 10,
the court adjourned the hearing in the Covid matter to May 13 following
technical glitches.On Thursday, the bench was schedul ed to take up an affida-
vit filed by the Centre in response to certain queries posed by it on April 30.
The court had called for “revisiting” the Centre’s“revised” vaccine procure-
ment policy, saying “the manner in which the current policy has been framed
would primafacieresult in adetriment to theright to public health, whichisan
integral element of Article 21 of the Constitution.”It had also sought some
answers on the differential pricing of vaccinesfor states and the Centre.Inits
reply filed on May 9, the Centre said that its vaccination policy had been
framed to ensure equitabl e distribution with the limited availability of vaccines
and vulnerability, and that vaccinating the entire country was not possiblein
one go due to the suddenness of the pandemic.

| srael-Palestine conflict: Around
1500 rockets fired towards | sradl
from Gaza this week, claims IDF

Gaza, May 13 : Amid the accelerating unrest between | srael and Palestine, the
death toll in Gazahasreached 65, whilelsrael have reported over 7 deathstill
Wednesday (May12, 2021) as the Hamas group launched a new barrage of
airstrikes. Asper AFPreports, Israeli Defence Force (IDF) on Wednesday said
that 1,000 rockets had been launched from Gaza since Monday evening, but
by early Thursday the number had leapt by roughly 500."So far, some 1,500
rocketshave beenfired at the | sragli territory from the Gaza Strip, about 300 of
them were unsuccessful and therocketsfell inthe Gaza Strip. The lron Dome
system has intercepted hundreds of rockets," the IDF said in a statement on
Wednesday.M eanwhile, US President Joe Biden on Wednesday spoketo Is-
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on Israel-Palestine conflict and
said he hopesthat the hostilitieswill cometo aconclusion."My expectation
and hopeisthat thiswill be closing down sooner than later. But Israel hasa
right to defend itself when you have thousands of rockets flying into your
territory. But | had a conversation for a while with the -- with the Prime
Minister of Israel. And | think that -- my hopeisthat wewill seethiscoming
to a conclusion sooner than later," Biden told reporters at the White
House.The United Nations Special Coordinator for the Middle East, Tor
Wennesand, took it to Twitter to call on both sides to de-escal ate tensions
the day before." Stop the fire immediately. We are escalating towards afull
scale war. Leaders on all sides have to take the responsibility of de-escala-
tion. The cost of war in Gaza is devastating and is being paid by ordinary
people. The UN isworking with all sidesto restore calm. Stop the violence
now," he tweeted.
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French champion jockey Pierre-
Charles Boudot charged with rape

Chantilly, May 13 : Pierre-Charles
Boudot, France's reigning
champion jockey on the Flat, was
charged with rape on Wednesday
by French prosecutors
investigating allegations made by a
female work-rider after a party during
a race meeting at Cagnes-sur-Mer
in February.Pierre Bazire, also a
jockey, faces a charge of failing to
report a crime in connection with
the same allegations, while an
unnamed individual was also listed,
along with Bazire, as a "witness to
intimidation of a witness". A
statement issued by the office of
the public prosecutor in Senlis,
which includes France's major
racing centre at Chantilly, said that
Boudot had been released on bail
0f'*50,000 [£43,000] and is barred
from entering the department of
Oise, of which Senlis is a part, under
the bail conditions. He had been
remanded in custody to assist with
the investigation since Monday.
Boudot won the Prix de I'Arc de
Triomphe on Waldgeist in 2019 and
won the French Flat jockeys' title
in2015,2016 and 2020. He set what
was at the time a new record for
winners in a season in France with
300 victories in 2016, and rode a
double on the main card at last
season's Breeders' Cup meeting in
Kentucky on Aidan O'Brien's Order
Of Australia and Audarya for James
Fanshawe after the original jockeys
booked for both horses tested
positive for Covid-19.1t was unclear
on Wednesday evening whether
France Galop, racing's ruling body
in France, would respond to the
news of the charges against the
champion jockey, or move to
suspend Boudot from riding until
the investigation is complete. He
had been expected to ride O'Brien's
colt St Mark's Basilica, the probable
favourite, in the Poule D'Essai Des
Poulains, the French 2,000 Guineas,
at Longchamp on Sunday.Snowfall
second favourite for Oaksfor the
Cazoo Oaks at Epsom next month

Wilson fires double as
Newcastle dent Leicester's

after making all the running under
Ryan Moore to win the Musidora
Stakes at York on Wednesday.
Moore was gifted an easy lead by
his six rivals, including Teona and
Noon Star, second and third in the
ante-post Oaks betting before
Wednesday's trial, and made the
most of the opportunity as Snowfall
found an extra gear when sent for
home two furlongs out.Aidan
O'Brien, Snowfall's trainer,
confirmed after the race that

the season."He's some beast,"
Walker said. "That was a mind-
blowing performance. Oisin
[Murphy, his jockey] was pretty
speechless and we're really
excited. [The plan is] Ascot and
the Diamond Jubilee."Bolshoi
Ballet stormed to the head of the
Derby betting over the weekend
but his stable companion High
Definition, the ante-post favourite
throughout the winter, has the
chance to reaffirm his own Classic

Snowfall will now join her stable
companion Santa Barbara, fourth
home in the 1,000 Guineas, at Epsom
on 4 June. She is top-priced at 6-1
for the Classic with Santa Barbara
heading the market at 5-2, while
Roger Varian's Teona, who was
making her seasonal debut on
Wednesday, is 10-1 to reverse the
form. Zeyaadah, Varian's Chester
Oaks winner last week, is also 10-1
and it is 14-1 bar the four."We
always thought the world of her
last year but things just didn't work
for her," O'Brien said. "On
pedigree she was always going to
be suited by a step up in trip and
Ryan gave her a lovely
ride."Starman floundered on very
soft ground when fancied for the
Champions Sprint at Ascot in
October but Ed Walker's colt will
get another chance to run in Group
One company after taking the Duke
Of York Stakes on his first start of

credentials in the Dante Stakes at
York on Thursday.The blood-test
issues which ruled him out of
Lingfield five days ago are
presumably behind him, but High
Definition is up against several
very promising colts including
Mark Johnston's Gear Up (3.10), a
Group One winner at Saint-Cloud
in October.High Definition may
prove to be the best colt in
Thursday's field in time. Gear Up
battled admirably to win from the
front on heavy ground in France,
however, and will give the
favourite's fitness a thorough
examination.York 1.40 Copper
Knight is without a win in 17 starts
since July 2019, but his mark has
dropped from 106 to 85 as a result.
He took a step back in the right
direction behind a peak-form
Jabbarockie at Chester last time
and four of his eight career
victories have come over

Thursday's track and trip.York 2.10
Queen Power and Passion
dominate the betting but the former
has failed to make the most of
similar opportunities in the past
while Passion's most recent win
came over an extra four furlongs.
That leaves Jessica Harrington's
Silence Please as an obvious
alternative as she looks to maintain
the steady progress during her
three-year-old career.Salisbury 2.25
Just seven runners but a fascinating
three-year-old handicap with
several lightly-raced types that may
already be pencilled in for Royal
Ascot. Wahraan was a big eye-
catcher behind Lord Protector last
time but the time of their race at
Windsor was nothing special and
both look short enough in the
betting. Lightening Shore is more
interesting at around 10-1,
having looked like a step up to
Thursday's trip would suit when
second on his latest run.York
2.40 As ever, there are plenty in
with chances in this year's
Hambleton Handicap, but the
front-running Mostawaa has
drawn well in stall four and has
Silvestre de Sousa in the saddle
for only the third time in his
career. The former champion has
finished first and third on
Heather Main's gelding on their
previous outings and 16-1
looks more than fair.York 3.40
On the face of it, Acklam
Express put up a remarkable
performance to finish third in
the Group One Al Quoz Sprint
at Meydan in Dubai last time out,
not least as he was racing alone
for much of the final quarter-mile.
Final Song, the runner-up there,
did nothing to frank the form in
Wednesday's Duke Of York,
however, and Winter Power looks
the more solid proposition at
around 11-4 to build on his
impressive success in the
Cornwallis Stakes on his final
juvenile start.

Emile Smith Rowe
pounces as Arsenal edge
out distracted Chelsea

London, May 13 : The mistake
from Jorginho that gifted Arsenal
victory summed up Chelsea's lack
of direction. Thomas Tuchel's |
side lost their bearings because
they failed to treat the game with
enough respect. They started with
the wrong attitude and could not
complain about a defeat that
breathes life back into the race to
qualify for the Champions League,
even if Arsenal's winner was
bizarre.This was a reminder that
Chelsea, who created little after
falling behind to Emile Smith Rowe's early
goal, have achieved nothing yet. They can
still end the season outside the top four
and Tuchel will hope the complacency has
been drummed out of his players by the
time they face Leicester in the FA Cup final
on Saturday.It was not just about the
moment when Jorginho's wayward
backpass led to Smith Rowe's farcical goal.
The third defeat of Tuchel's reign would
have been avoided if Chelsea had shown
more dynamism up front, yet they could
not find a way through Arsenal's dogged
back five. Chelsea were short of ideas long
before the end and, although they remain
in fourth place with two games left, they
have given West Ham and Liverpool faint
hope of catching them.The worry for
Tuchel is that his side could not match
Arsenal's fight. Rob Holding produced a
gigantic display at the back for the visitors
and Mikel Arteta was delighted with the way
his bruised side held on for a win that lifts
them up to eighth, with European
qualification still a slight possibility. Tuchel
preferred to look closer to home, blaming
himself for picking the wrong lineup.
Perhaps Chelsea were already thinking
about Wembley. Their passing lacked its
usual zip and Chelsea's lethargy during the
early stages was typified by Kai Havertz,
who produced far too casual a finish when
Arsenal suffered the kind of defensive
malfunction they have experienced so often
on this ground.The moment called for
ruthlessness when Havertz whipped the ball
away from a dithering Pablo Mari in the 10th
minute. Yet the forward grew uncertain as
he advanced on Bernd Leno and he

produced a weird finish in the end, spooning
the ball over the bar.Havertz's vagueness
was replicated at the other end six minutes
later. Disrupted by Arsenal's determined
pressing, Chelsea were struggling to play
their way out of a tight position when
Jorginho made matters worse with a moment
of high farce, almost scoring a truly
magnificent own-goal with a stray backpass.
It was astonishingly slack from a player who
is usually so composed and, although Kepa
Arrizabalaga scrambled to push the ball away
from goal, the Chelsea goalkeeper was
powerless to prevent Pierre-Emerick
Aubameyang collecting possession and
giving Smith Rowe an easy finish.It should
be stressed that none of this was on
Arrizabalaga, who would have appreciated
a quieter evening after being given a rare
start in the league before his likely
involvement against Leicester. It was on
Jorginho, who failed to look properly before
hitting his pass.It was also a lesson for
Arsenal, who matched Chelsea's 3-4-2-1
system, about the value of making things
happen with straightforward commitment.
Wounded after their defeat by Villarreal in
the last four of the Europa League, there
was a steelier feel to Arteta's side. Smith
Rowe and Martin Odegaard flickered
behind Aubameyang and there was some
resilient defending from Arsenal when
Chelsea began to stir, with Mari particularly
vocal at the back.Chelsea, who rested
N'Golo Kanté and Antonio Rudiger,
increased the tempo as the half wore on.
Inevitably Mason Mount led the charge,
only to see one goalbound shot saved by
Leno and another blocked by Holding.

Jofra Archer back in the mix as
England cast eye over Test candidates

a

this season but one quality he undoubtedly possesses is
resilience. Thanks to this win Newcastle will almost
certainly be in the Premier League again next season, for
better or worse. Leicester's staying power, on the other
hand, is wide open to question once more after a jittery
performance that leaves them at risk of letting Champions
League qualification slip through their fingers for the
second season in a row.Brendan Rodgers' team are still in
the top four but to avoid the pain and embarrassment of
dropping out again they may need to win their three
remaining league fixtures, which are against Manchester
United, Chelsea and Tottenham Hotspur, with the FA Cup
final in between. They had hoped to drain as much stress
as possible from those meetings by dispatching Newcastle.
Instead they self-destructed.The club's owner, Aiyawatt
"Top" Srivaddhanaprabh, was able to fly in from Thailand
to watch a match at the King Power for the first time since
February 2020. He bore witness to Leicester's most
disjointed and timorous performance in a season in which
they have lost nine times at home. In none of the previous
defeats have they defended as incompetently as they did
this time.Late goals by Marc Albrighton and Kelechi
Theanacho brought no consolation whatever to hosts who
flirted with slapstick as Joe Willock and Paul Dummett
scored for the visitors before Callum Wilson added two
more."It was a game in which we made so many mistakes
and you can't afford to do that," said Rodgers. "It was
uncharacteristic. It's a period of the season where we need
to be super concentrated; you are very close to achieving
what you want to achieve. We lacked concentration. It's
very frustrating when you know the players we have."The
first sign that things would not go to that plan for Leicester
came when Jonny Evans injured his foot in the warm-up.
Albrighton was drafted in at left wing-back while Timothy
Castagne shifted to central defence.The other problem
was that Newcastle had not come to act as bystanders.
They defended strongly and counter-attacked fast.
Leicester looked skittish without Evans at the back. Only
amagnificent save by Kasper Schmeichel prevented Allan
Saint-Maximin from firing the visitors into the lead in the
15th minute at the end of a counter-attack launched by
Jacob Murphy and Wilson, whose pass left the Frenchman
with a free shot from eight yards. The goalkeeper could
not repeat the feat five minutes later when Caglar Soyuncu
miscontrolled the ball outside his own area, allowing
Willock to pounce and slot expertly into the net from 12

top-four hopes

yards.Martin Dubravka
foiled Wesley Fofana's
attempt to plunder an
immediate equaliser, batting
away the defender's close-
range header. That was the
first of several fine saves by
Dubravka, who later denied
Theanacho, Jamie Vardy and
Ayoze Pérez.Newcastle
extended their lead thanks to
an unlikely scorer, as
Dummett outjumped Fofana
to head home a cornert. It
was Dummett's first goal
since January 2016. Rodgers'
men emerged much sharper
after the interval, forcing
Newcastle to defend with
iron resolve. Leicester had
to work hard for their
chances. James Maddison
had a free-kick deflected
just wide in the 54th minute
and Wilfred Ndidi's header
from theresultant comer missed
by inches. Then Leicester's
defence fell apart again.
Castagne failed to cut outalong
pass from the back by Matt
Ritchie, merely prodding it into
the path of Wilson.

London, May 13 : Next week Chris
Silverwood names his first England
Test squad as both the head coach
and sole selector, adding an extra
frisson to the six County
Championship fixtures that begin
on Thursday and, touch wood, are
the last behind closed doors.To be
fair, through a combination of
decent weather, good pitches, the
revamped streaming services and,
perhaps, the curtailed Indian
Premier League, the competition
has already crackled this year. The
players were clearly coiled springs
after last summer's truncated
campaign and the digital gurus tell
us the audiences are greater and
younger than the tired old cliches
often have it.This surge of energy
has given Silverwood plenty to
consider for the two-Test series
against New Zealand that starts at
Lord's on 2 June: so too the 10-day
quarantine being undertaken by
England's IPL players. Jos Buttler,
Chris Woakes, Jonny Bairstow, Sam
Curran and Moeen Ali will not
emerge until Sunday, hampering
their ability to get match-ready
before the squad bubbles up on 28
May.The absence of Ben Stokes
with a broken finger makes balancing
the Test side tricky. Four seamers,

with Joe Root and Dan Lawrence the
spin options, could be the way
Silverwood leans unless Jack Leach
plays and the tail is lengthened. As
apurveyor of right-arm pace back in
the day, England's latest supremo-
Yorkshireman will be pleased at the
queue starting to form here.It could
yet include Jofra Archer, who has
been named in the Sussex squad that

also gets one final workout before
his expected call-up - Silverwood is
aknown admirer of the 6ft Sin right-
armer and wants him blooded this
summer - while over at Taunton,
where Somerset host Surrey, Craig
Overton is in the home team's squad
despite a heavy workload.There is a
danger that Overton is pigeonholed
after four Tests but since the start
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host Kent. The fast bowler returns

from a worryingly persistent elbow
injury and though he recently blew
off the cobwebs in the second XI,
he will need to prove his fitness in
the first team given Sussex do not
have a fixture next week.Archer's
county colleague Ollie Robinson

of last year he has taken 62 first-
class wickets at 13 apiece, put a
truckload of overs in and is said to
be hitting the bat harder than before.
Throw in a good number of valuable
lower-order contributions with the
bat and it is not hard to see why
Somerset are keeping pace with

Mike Brown's Harlequins career over
after six-week ban for stamping

London, May 13 : Mike Brown's Harlequins
career has been brought to an abrupt end after
he was handed a six-week ban following his
red card for stamping last weekend, ensuring he
will miss the rest of the season.Brown, who will
join Newcastle next season, was initially given a
12-week ban for a stamp to the head of Wasps'
Tommy Taylor - reduced to six on mitigation - but
with only four matches left of the regular season
the 35-year-old will miss Harlequins' run-in, even
if they reach the Premiership final It is a desperate
end to Brown's illustrious career with the club he
first appeared for in 2005, going on to make 351
appearances. Harlequins are currently in fourth
place, nine points clear of Northampton in fifth
and well-placed to reach the Premiership play-
offs. Brown, however, will play no part in their
pursuit of the title he helped Quins win in 2012 -
though he does have the right to appeal. The
disciplinary panel determined that Brown's stamp

warranted a top-end sanction, meaning a ban of
12 weeks but given it was the first red card of his
career, and because he accepted the charge and
showed "honesty and contrition" throughout
the hearing he was awarded the maximum
possible mitigation. His return-to-play date has
not yet been finalised given it is unclear
precisely when Harlequins' season will end, so
there is the chance Brown's ban will extend into
the start of his Newcastle career. Meanwhile, the
British & Irish Lions will be broadcast live on
free-to-air TV for the first time in 28 years after it
was announced Channel 4 will show the warm-
up Test against Japan on 26 June. Channel 4
has also secured rights to show highlights of
three Tests against South Africa. The warm-up
match - the Lions' first on home soil since 2005
- is set to act as a key part of their preparations
for the tour and while Sky Sports has secured
rights for the eight matches in South Africa,

Channel 4 will exclusively screen the Japan
Test at Murrayfield next month. The fixture is
on the same day as the Premiership final and
while it is understood the Lions match will have
an afternoon kick-off the two games will not
clash.The Channel 4 deal is a significant boost
for the Lions, who according to the head coach
Warren Gatland, are set to make a loss given
the fact that crowds in South Africa will be
significantly restricted - if they are allowed at
all - with no hordes of travelling Lions
supporters. In addition to the Japan match and
Test highlights, All4 will also show highlights
of the other tour matches in South Africa with
the Lions set to confirm a revised schedule this
week.The Lions were last on terrestrial TV when
ITV screened the 1993 tour of New Zealand but
Channel 4's move to bring them back to free-to-
air TV is the latest in a drive by the broadcaster
to improve its sports portfolio.

Gloucestershire at the top of Group
Two.Robinson and Overton could
both make the England squad but
the shake-up for the final XI will be
competitive. Jimmy Anderson and
Stuart Broad are up and running
this season - albeit neither
Lancashire nor Nottinghamshire
play this week - with Broad telling
PA Media: "By the end of last
summer I think we showed that
Jimmy and I were both in the best
bowling attack in
England."Silverwood may have
other ideas, of course, and has
outright pace options to factor in
also. As well as Archer's return,
Mark Wood is part of the Durham
side hosting Worcestershire, while
Olly Stone, resting given
Warwickshire do not play, is
expected to be fit despite a toe
infection limiting his overs last
week.This break for the Bears
means Dom Sibley will make his
comeback in the second XI after a
fractured finger and thus has only
next week's trip to Essex before Test
duties. Any doubts here could
present a chance for
Gloucestershire's James Bracey -
perhaps at No 3 behind Rory Burns
and Zak Crawley if so - although
Adam Lyth, part of the unbeaten
Yorkshire side visiting Glamorgan,
and James Vince, whose Hampshire
side meet Middlesex at Lord's, can
further their claims.Bracey could
also keep wicket if Buttler is
afforded time off although Ben
Foakes, who has won all eight of
his Test caps away from home, will
consider himselfahead here. Surrey's
velvet-gloved matinee idol can shut
down the debate at Taunton, where
Ollie Pope will want further time at
the crease before he, Root and
Lawrence (playing for Essex at
Derbyshire) make up England's likely
middle order.Silverwood has
meetings with his rejigged backroom
staff in Loughborough on Thursday
before choosing where to visit in
person thereafter. As thousands
young and old have already done
this season, he can always switch
between  matches online
too.Glamorgan v Yorkshire, Cardiff;
Sussex v Kent, Hove.
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U Pep Guardiola has mixed possession and
pressing to start new Manchester City era

Manchester, May 13 : Pep

Guardiola celebrates Manchester
City's winner in Dortmund as his
team's run of quarter-final defeats
cametoanend. ThePremier League
title was confirmed for Manchester
City on Tuesday, having never been

in doubt since March. A run of 15
straight victories from mid-Decem-
ber. A team that, in rhythm, is
mesmerisingly good. A squad able
to withstand the rigours of a season
even more relentless than usudl.It
would be easy from the perspective
of late spring, as the tides of Covid
recede- inthe UK at least - to think
City's triumph was just another su-
per-club victory. But what makesit
significant is how different every-
thing looked three months into the
season. It would be absurd to sug-
gest their resources haven't helped,
but thiswas atitle that wasfar from
inevitableWhen City drew at home
against West Brom on 15 December,
they lay sixthinthetablehavingwon
five of their first 12 games. The re-
cruitment strategy was questioned:
why had they not brought in a cen-
tre-forward? Had Leroy Sané been
properly replaced? And what wasiit
that meant Pep Guardiolakept wast-
ing money on centra defenderswho
then proved unable to adapt to his
system?It seemed reasonablethento
wonder whether this might be
Guardiolas worst team and, more
serioudly, to ask whether the game's
tactical evolution had moved perma-
nently beyond hispossession-driven
juego de posicion. The German
pressing school, through Jirgen
Klopp and Hans Flick, had risento
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challenge the orthodoxy he had es-
tablished a Barcelona: was it pos-
sible it had entirely supplanted
it?Therewasevidence Guardiolahad
begun to make changes. Washe, too,
having doubts?In part it wasaques-
tion of circumstance: the truncated

pre-season and the compressed na-
ture of the calendar meant the hard-
pressing teams were under great
physicd srainandasohadlittletime
between gamesto honetheir gpproach
for the next opponent.But Guardiola
also seemed to be reconsidering his
method, influenced perhaps by his
new assstant, JuanmalL.illo, theguru
hehad oncemovedto Mexicoto play
for.How Guardiola transformed
Manchester City back into Premier
League champions - video
explainerLast season, City were re-
peatedly caught out by balls played
in behind them. The defeat at Stam-
ford Bridge last June that secured
Liverpool thetitlewaspart of awider
pattern: City dominated, held posses-
sion, looked dmost impossibletore-
s, but failed to score and then got
picked off on the counter.It had hap-
pened again and again to Guardiola
sidesinthelater stages of the Cham-
pions League over the previous de-
cade, which presumably ledtothebi-
zarre sdlection againg Lyon in the
quarter-find last season, Guardiola
creeting the conditionsfor hisdown-
fal by hisattemptstoavertit.Inthose
early weeks of the season City often
played with two deep-lying
midfielders screening the back four.
The problem with that approach was
exposadintheir second game, asthey
lost 5-2 a home to Leicester. Rodri

and Fernandinho were selected in
what waseffectively a4-2-3-1 but, far
fromadding protection theadditiona
defensvemidfielder madethemmore
vulnerable because when the press
was sprung high up the field, Kevin
De Bruyne was often left isolated.
Nampalys Mendy and Youri
Tidlemans merrily passed their way
around himand werethen abletofeed
Jamie Vardy and Harvey Barnes be-
forethe second wave of the pressgot
to them.Raheem Sterling battles for
possession with Nampalys Mendy,
Youri Tidlemansand Danid Amartey
during City'shomedefeat by Leices-
ter in September.But gradually
Guardiola corrected the balance,
found away of easing back on the
press so it remained effective while
not being quiteso vulnerabletothose
balls played in behind the defensive
lineltisasign of City's control that
no sde has attempted fewer "pres-
sures' than them this season. Only
Liverpool have attempted a higher
proportion in the attacking third but
they haveattempted 17% more. That
doesn't necessarily mean Liverpool
will be 17% moretired, but it doesn't
hdlp.ltwasat Samford Bridgeinearly
January the difference from last sea
sonwashighlighted. City won 3-1 but
they were vastly superior to
Chelsea There have been some mo-
ments of concern since: the penalty
Liverpool were awarded a Anfied
semmed fromasmplebal over the
top, beforethevistorswent ontowin
comfortably; Ole Gunnar Solskjear
managed yet another win over City,
by sitting deep and countering; Timo
Werner exposed theminthe FA Cup
semi-final .But thered triumphof his
reinvention cameagaing ParisSaint-
Germain, especialy in the first leg
last month. When the mechanisms
havemafunctioned, Guardiolasides
have had a tendency to go com-
pletely awry, one goa bringing two
or three. Down 1-0 and under pres-
sureinthe ChampionsL eague semi-
final, though, City had the control to
dow the game to a more manage-
able tempo and then, in the second
half, smother their opponents, gen-
erating the pressure that forced
mistakes.In the second leg they did
something that would previously
have seemed utterly unnatural, ab-
sorbing pressureand attacking onthe
break.Riben Dias may turn out to
have been astransformativefor City
asVirgil van Dijk wasfor Liverpool:

at last acentre-back capable of play-
inginaGuardiolasysemwhoisaso
an exceptiona orthodox defender.
Guardiola has gone from being a
coach who once observed in bewil-
derment that he didn't train tackles
to one whose side celebrated
Oleksandr Zinchenko making a
block on Neymar.Kylian Mbappéis
hustled off the ball by John Stones
and Oleksandr Zinchenko. City re-
stricted PSG to oneset-piecegod in
their two-leg tie That represents a
major development. City with the
ball have alwaysbeenterrifying, but
the sense was that they were fragile
if you could get through the press. If
they have now worked out away of
combining possessionwith defensive
resolve, they may have restored
Guardiolas form of football to pre-
eminence - athough that will only
become clear inamore normal sea:
son, when sideswho follow the Ger-
man model are less disadvantaged.
Evenif the superiority istemporary,
theway Guardiolahasadaptedtocir-
cumstances demonstrates his quali-
tiesasacoach, hisability to impro-
viseand changeplan. It doesmakea
differencethat City'sresourceshave
provided him with a deeper squad
than amost al of hisrivals, but he
has nonetheless deployed them
expertly. The complaint that he has
only achieved success with the big-
gest clubs dightly misses the point.
Yes, his method would require sig-
nificant tweaking were he suddenly
to be thrust into the job at Grimshy
or Southend, but he is the manager
of Manchester City. Different levels
of club require different skills. Ne-
cessity, perhaps, has proved avau-
able guide and added a streak of
pragmatism. It is probably no coin-
cidence that the two sides who will
contest the ChampionsLeaguefina
are the two who have added a de-
fensive element to the high press of
modern football, while
foregrounding the collective over
celebrity. The question iswhat hap-
pens next. Guardiolas Barcelona
made football about retaining the
ball, then the German school made
it more about regaining it. Thissea
son City - and to a lesser extent
Chelsea - have found an effective
synthesis of the two approaches,
holding possession whileprotecting
the space behind the defensive line
and, a times, dropping deeper and
getting playersbehind the ball.

New Dehi, May 13 : Indian pro-
fessional boxer Vijender Singh on
Friday (March 19) was handed his
first defeat in professional boxing
by Russian Artysh Lopsan.

2015.An eight-round duel, nick-
named 'Battle on Ship', turned out to
be a one-sided affair. Vijender, the
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Vijender Singh's unbeaten run in professional
oxing ends, lose to Artysh Lopsan in Goa

Lopsanwith acombination of left and
right punches thrice sent the Indian
on the mat.The knockout punch was
landed by Lopsan in round 5 as the
refereedeemed Vijender unfit to con-

15 months, partly dueto the Covid
pandemic asall sporting activities
had stopped. In his 12th bout held
in Dubai in November 2019, the
Haryana boxer had defeated

Tom Brady

'SNew En-

gland return set for Week 4
as NFL schedule released

London, May 13 : The NFL isreturning
to London in October and Tom Brady be-
gins his pursuit of an eighth Super Bowl
title against Dak Prescott and the Dallas
Cowhoyswhen TampaBay hostheleagu€e's
annual kickoff game on 9 September.The
first gamein London sincethecoronavirus
pandemic will be played on 10 October as
theAtlantaFa consfacethe New York Jets.
Aweek | ater, the Jacksonville Jaguars meet
the Miami Dolphins. Both games will be
played at Tottenham Hotspur Stadium. The
Falcons and the Jaguars will be the home
teams. The confirmation of NFL'sinterna:
tional fixtures means the top two picksin
this year's draft will be making visits to
London during their rookie seasons. the
Jaguars Trevor Lawrence, arguably the
most talented college quarterback of his
generation; and Jets signal-caller Zach
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Wilson, the No 2 overal pick.The NFL's
first 17-game season opens on the same
field where the Buccaneers defeated the
Chiefs to become the first team to win a
Super Bow! at home. It'll be Prescott'sfirst
game since sustaining a gruesome ankle
injury last October.Brady returns to New
England to face Bill Belichick and the Pa-
triots in a Sunday night game on 3
October.Other highlights from opening
weekend include Matthew Stafford play-
ing hisfirst gamefor theLosAngeesRams
on Sunday night against the Chicago Bears
with SoF Stadium welcoming fansfor the
first time.Most teamsareexpectedto be at
full capacity following a season played
before limited crowds because of Covid-
19."We are excited our fans get to experi-
ence a couple of home prime-time games
and our players certainly feed off the fans
energy,” Titans coach Mike Vrabel said.
"We will be opening at home for the first
time since | became head coach and | am
happy our fanswill betheretokick off the
seasonwith us." Thecoronaviruspandemic
meant |ast year wasthefirst Snce 2007 that
therewasno NFL gamein London, but the
league has worked with the UK govern-
ment to enableareturn thisyear, subject to
thesituation continuingtoimprove."Weare
excited to bereturning to London and wel-
coming back our fansfor two great match-
ups,” said the NFL's executive vice-presi-
dent Christopher Halpin. "Weexpect these

and will adhereto any and dl future Covid
regulationsand restrictions. "London has
hosted 28 NFL games since 2007, with
the city becoming a second home to the
Jaguars, who will be playing their eighth
game in the capital, while the Dolphins
returnfor afifthtime ReigningAFC cham-
pion Kansas City hosts the Cleveland
Brownsin a playoff rematch in Week 1.
The Chiefs eliminated the Brownsin the
divisiona round last season despite los-
ing Patrick Mahomes to a
concussion."Every year standsonitsown
merit. For us, thefocusisonthe2021 sea
son," Brownscoach Kevin Stefanski said.
"Now, | redize that last game last year
ended in Kansas City, so that certainly is
something we have to learn from. It will
truly beamatchup that isuniqueto 2021.
The game won't start in the fifth quarter

from last year's game."Two other
matchupsfesture playoff teamsfacing off
inthelr first game. The Pittshurgh Stedlers,
who lost to Cleveland in the wild-card
round, vistthe Buffa o Bills, who reached
theAFCtitlegame.Carson Wentz and the
IndianapolisColtshost Russdll Wilsonand
the Seattle Seahawks. In Philadelphia,
Wentz was 0-4 against Wilson. The Las
Vegas Raidershost the Batimore Ravens
inthefirst Monday night game. The Green
Bay Packersopen the season with or with-
out Aaron Rodgersat New Orleansminus
theretired Drew Brees. Jaguarsfanshave
to wait until the second game to see
Clemson product Lawrence in person:
Jacksonville open a Houston and hosts
Denver inWeek 2.Detroit, Dalasand New
Orleanshost gameson Thanksgiving Day.
TheLionsfacetheBearsinthefirst game.
The Cowboysplay the Raidersinthe sec-
ond one. The Bills visit the Saintsin the
prime-time matchup.Four teams play on
Christmas. Baker Mayfield and the
Browns go to Green Bay and the Colts
visit Kyler Murray and the Arizona
Cardinals.The Bills visit the Chiefsin a
rematch of the AFC championship game
on Sunday night 10 October. A potential
Rodgers-Mahomes showdown is set for
Week 9 in Kansas City.Ten teams are
scheduled for aleague-high five prime-
time games: Ravens, Cowboys, Packers,
Rams, Stedlers, Seshawks, Chiefs, Saints,
49ers and Buccaneers.The 17th game,
whichwasaddedinthenew CBA last year,
featuresteamsfrom opposing conferences
that finished in the same placewithintheir
respectivedivisonsat the end of the pre-
vious season. AFC teams have the extra
home gamethisyear."Oneof thetremen-
dous benefits of each team playing 17
regular-season gamesisthe ability for us
to bring more gamesto more fans," NFL
commissioner Roger Gooddll said.
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Vijender lost viatechnical knock- tinueand handedthebouttoLopsan.A  Ghanas Charles Adamu.Vijender gamesto be acelebration of our sport and
out (TKO) in the fifth round of an . day beforethefight Vijenderhadsaid:  looked it rusty fromthefirst round. our robust UK fan base."We have been
eight-round bout on the rooftop of "I'm excited to return to theringand ~ With his better reach, 26-year-old working closaly withthe UK government,
the Mgegtic Pride Casino Ship in - thewegh-ingivesmeconfidencethat  Lopsantook advantageof hisheight the city of London and the relevant health
GoaWith this loss, Vijender's un- I'm on the right path. | never think  andkept hisriva at bay.Competing organizations over the past year in plan-
beaten-run in professional boxing about my opponent and don't redly  forthefirgt timeoutside Europe, that ning the games. Through their successful
cameto an end. Beforethismatch, care who I'm fighting. I'll surely go  too in the warm and humid condi- vaccinerollout and commitment to bring-
the Olympic bronze medal winner - ; for the knockout and if not that, I'll  tionsinGoa, theLopsandidn't show ing crowds back to sports events, thetime
pugiligenjoyedal2-gamewinning  35-year-oldposter boy of Indianbox- make sure my every punch anysgnoffatigue Hekeptthepres isright for the return of NFL football this
stresk in the professiond boxing  ing,lookedvisbly tired after thethird  counts."Notably, this was Vijender's  sureondespitereceiving somehard fall."Wewill continueto monitor the Covid
career since starting his career in -~ round. And in the fourth round, the  first professional bout in more than  punches on the body. environment, putting health and safety firt,
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CHIMNEYS WITH APPS | R.O. WATER PURIFIER | HOBS | GAS STOVE | OTHER KITCHEN APPLIANCES

Abhayapuri-94350-22784 | Agartala-98560-93668 | Baihata chariali-94351-42568/98641-40488 | Bangaigaon-7002184811. 9435547654,9435121367 | Barpeta road-94350-17865 99541-41975 | Barpeta town -94350-25127 | Bhawanipur-
7002206773 | Bandardewa-98649-84753 | Bijoynagar -99570-98392/94010-01157/94353-40662 | Boko-94010-02588 | Chaygaon-9435014549 | Dadara -98546-98027 | Dhupdhara-96785-16189 | Dhamaji-99546-51322 | Dhubri-94350-29279 |

Diphu-94350-66701/94350-66643 | Dudhnoi-94357-21505/94351-28048 | Goalpara-70023-10904/88762-23858 | Golaghat-96132-30384 | Guwahati -94355-59057/97065-94950 | Hajo-94353-47024/88763-09327 | Hojai-94357-29521/84028-59256 | Jorhat -
94350-53934/9854 1-06776 | Kharupitia -98541-44223 | Kokrajar-97070-29429/99548-88721/94354-81234 | Karimgunj-97061-39061 | Krishnai-88224-15337 | Lumding -94351-63327/97066-14137 | Mangaldoi -94350-87284/94351-
86435/97065-39174/73994-79163 | Mirza-98540-71983/99572-81858 | Morigaon -94350-64986/80111-17171 | North lakhimpur-88224-21077 | Nagaon-97061-79408/94355-18665 | Nalbari -98644-14515/98540-30209 | Pathsala-80110-06658 |
Dhekiajuli-98548-29934 | Dibrugarh-98548-11265 | Rangia -94351-05888/96782-26563 | Silchar -97061-39061/70054-86129 | Silapathar-70028-94393 | Shillong-90869-66640 | Suwalkuchi -98643-54859 | Tinsukia-94350-35156/
94350-35511/94350-36463 | Tezpur-97060-73481 | Tihu-97068-53124 | Udalguri-97063-46492
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