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Khorsing
Engti res1gned

Assam Rising
Guwahati, June 15:

Former minister Khorsing
Engti resigned from the
party on Wednesday.
Engti tendered his resig-
nation to APCC Presi-
dent Bhupen Borah. He
decided to resign from the
party after it loses in the
Karbi Anglong Autono-
mous Council elections.
Engti served as the Vice-
President of the party and
also served as the coordi-
nator of the hill district.

Caught
red-handed

Assam Rising
Guwahati, June 15:

The Vigilance and Anti-
Corruption cell on
Wednesday arrested a
government employee on
bribery charges in Assam's
Cachar districti. Madan
Singha, Senior Account
Assistant working at the
office of Treasury officer
in Cachar, was caught red-
handed while receiving a
bribe of Rs 10,000.1t is
learned that the bribe was
demanded for processing
of commutation loan of the
complainant, who is a re-
tired public servant. Tak-
ing to Twitter, Special Di-
rector General of Police
(DGP), Law and Order, GP
Singh informed," Today, a
team of @DIR VAC

ASSAM caught red
handed Sh Madan Singha,
Senior Account Assistant
O/O Treasury officer,
Cachar in his office receiv-
ing bribe of Rs 10000. The
bribe was demanded for
processing of commutation
loan of the complainant, who
is a retired public servant.”

Paper mill
employee

Assam Rising
Guwahati, June 15:

Another employee of a
defunct paper mill, earlier
owned by Hindustan Pa-
per Corporation (HPC), in
Assam's Cachar district
died due to various ail-
ments after failing to pay
for his treatment, its
union informed on
Wednesday. The de-
ceased has been identi-
fied as Gopal Chandra
Bhar, a resident of
Panchgram in Hailakandi
district. He was 57.1ts
union, the Joint Action
Committee of Recog-
nized Unions (JACRU),
said that Gopal was suf-
fering from kidney related
disease, Tuberculosis
and other serious compli-
cations but failed to afford
desired treatment due to
financial crisis owing to
non-payment of salary
since last 64 months.

Trump loses late bid to avoid
testifying in New York fraud...

Wales comeback thwarted by
Memphis Depay's ...

... Freshlandslides reported in Assam

Assam has reglstered 42 deaths due to ﬂoods this year

Assam Rising
Guwahati, June 15:

Fresh landslides were re-
ported from various parts
of Guwabhati for the second
consecutive day on
Wednesday amid inces-
sant rainfall, which also led
to heavy waterlogging in
most parts of the city, offi-
cials said.The state has reg-
istered 42 deaths due to
floods and landslides this
year, including the four

who were buried under a
huge mass of earth in
Boragaon  area  on
Tuesday.An official of
Assam State Disaster Man-
agement Authority
(ASDMA) told PTI that de-
bris pileup caused by land-
slides have blocked thor-
oughfares in Geetanagar,
Sonapur, Kalapahar and
Nijarapar areas.Heavy rain
has also flooded roads in
several parts of the city the
worst affected among these

being Anil Nagar, Nabin
Nagar, Rajgarh Link Road,
Rukminigaon, Hatigaon and
Krishna Nagar.NDRF and
SDREF personnel, deployed
in these areas, are using
boats to rescue people and
offer relief materials to those
still stuck in flooded homes,
the official said.Assam
Power Distribution Com-
pany Limited (APDCL) is
working round the clock to
restore power supply in the
city, which is reeling under

darkness since Tuesday,
while drinking water tankers
have been sent to the flood-
hit areas.The Kamrup Met-
ropolitan district administra-
tion has appealed to people
to step out of their homes
only if they have urgent or
essential work.Deputy Com-
missioner of Kamrup Metro-
politan, Pallav Gopal Jha, has
issued an order directing all
schools, colleges and educa-
tional institutions to sus-
pend classes in the wake of

Former Assam Minister Lodges
FIR Against Nupur Sharma

Assam Rising
Guwahati, June 15:

Former Assam Minister
Ataur Rahman
Mazarbhuiya lodged an
FIR against suspended
BJP leaders Nupur Sharma
and Naveen Kumar Jindal
over their controversial re-
marks on the Prophet for
allegedly hurting the reli-
gious sentiments of his
community.The FIR was
lodged at Katigorah police
station and the former min-
ister has asked the police
to file a case under strin-
gent sections of the Indian
Penal Code against the two
leaders."These two per-
sons have intentionally
hurt the sentiments of a

section of the society and
firm action should be taken
against them as per existing

law of the nation,"
Mazarbhuiya said.He also
appealed to all sections of
society to not indulge in any
kind of violence while pro-

Gauhati University
Exams Postponed
Amid Flooding

The post-graduate stu-
dents' union (PGSU) of
Gauhati University (GU)
on Wednesday held talks
with the university authori-
ties after several problems
surfaced in the campus fol-
lowing fresh spells of
heavy rains since Monday.
Due to incessant rainfall in
last 48 hours in Guwabhati,
several parts of the city
was submerged as a result

of artificial floods. Accord-
ing to reports, students re-
siding in hostels inside the
university campus faced a
shortage of drinking water.
In addition, there is no elec-
tricity in the region, reports
added.Students are also
struggling as flood water
entered several hostels and
has made life difficult for the

CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

Guwahati- students leave hostal due 2 flood

testing against Nupur
Sharma and Naveen Kumar
Jindal. "We believe in law
and we should respect it,"
he added.BJP suspended
its national spokesperson
Sharma and expelled Delhi
media cell chief Jindal after
they made controversial re-
marks against Prophet
Muhammad recently.
Sharma's effigies were burnt
in Assam's Cachar district

and other parts a few days
ago. Considering the situa-
tion, the administration im-
posed Section 144 of the
CrPC in all districts of Barak
Valley."We have prohibited
assembly of five or more per-
sons at any place. No per-
son shall carry arms, weap-
ons, explosives, lathis,
spears, stones, or any other

CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

a rainfall alert issued by
Regional Meteorological
Centre (RMC).The RMC
has issued 'red alert' for
Assam and Meghalaya
and predicted isolated and
scattered "extremely
heavy rainfall" from Tues-
day to Thursday, and 'or-
ange alert' for Friday and
Saturday.A bulletin issued
by the ASDMA said that
flood situation is grim in
several parts of the state,
with eight districts inun-
dated by the rising water
in river Brahmaputra and
its tributaries.Dima Hasao
Deputy Commissioner
Nazreen Ahmed has issued
an advisory, asking people
to restrict movements in
public places.The advisory
has urged people in vul-
nerable locations to shift
to the nearest notified re-
lief camps.Nazreen has is-
sued another order direct-
ing all educational institu-
tions to remain closed till

CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

'Congress party is
custodian of Gandhi
family's illegal

propertles

State BJP

Assam Rising
Guwahati, June 15:

The BJP Assam Pradesh
highly condemned the
dastardly attack on po-
lice on duty by Congress
party workers causing
grievous injuries and
termed it as an act against
the rule of law and con-
stitution. This was stated
by BJP spokesperson
Ranjib Kumar Sharma in
a press statement issued
from party headquarters
in  Hengrabari on

Wednesday Cr1t1c1s1ng
the Congress as a politi-
cal party, Sharma said
that the once grand old
party has now become
the custodian of illegal

properties of Sonia
Gandhi's family. "The
Congress's only priorities
now is to blow it's own
trumpet, family-centric
and to encourage anti-
national forces", Sharma
said. It may be mentioned
here that in the Rs 2000-

CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

CM Himanta Biswa
Sarma praise ''Historic"
Agnlpath Scheme

Assam Rising
Guwahati, June 15:

Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma
hailed the Centre's
'Agnipath’ scheme terming
it a 'historic step '.Taking
to Twitter Sarma wrote,
"AGNIPATH - In a historic
step steered by Hon RM
Shri @rajnathsingh ji, so
proud that Cabinet today
cleared a first-of-its-kind
recruitment scheme for
youth into the Armed
Forces. A momentous day

Presidential polls

Mamata convenes key Opposition
meet, suggests Farooq Abdullah,
Gopal Krishna Gandhi's names

New Delhi, June 15:

West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee on
Wednesday (June 15) re-
portedly suggested the
names of Farooq Abdullah
and Gopal Krishna Gandhi
as opposition candidates
for the presidential poll,
RSP's NK Premchandran
was cited by PTI. She con-
vened a crucial meeting of
the opposition parties to

field a joint candidate for the
presidential election 2022.
NCP supremo Sharad Pawar
once again declined to be the

joint opposition candidate
for the upcoming presi-
dential election. "Leaders
of all parties requested
Sharad Pawar to contest
the President's election
and be the joint candidate,
but he declined the offer,"
DMK leader T R Baalu told
mediapersons. At least 17
parties including Con-
gress, Samajwadi Party,

CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

for our youth and we're
grateful to Hon PM Shri
(@narendramodi ji.
Congratulations.""The
youth will be recruited for a
period of four years. It will

pr0v1de an opportunity to
aspiring youth keen to don
uniform by attracting young
talent from society, in tune
with contemporary tech
trends and plough back
skilled, disciplined & moti-
vated manpower into the
society," added Sarma."On
behalf of our youth of the
Nation, I express my grati-
tude to Hon PM and RM.
The nation stands to im-
mensely benefit by infusion
of highly inspired youth
with deeper understanding
of self-discipline, diligence

CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

Pijush Hazarika took
charge as minister of social
justice and empowerment

Assam Rising
Guwahati, June 15:

With departments like par-
liamentary affairs, water re-
sources, information and
public relations of the
Assam government already
under his belt, state minis-
ter Pijush Hazarika was on
Tuesday handed the social
justice and empowerment
department by Chief Minis-
ter Dr. Himanta Biswa
Sarma. Hazarika took charge
of'social justice and empow-

-._4-‘

erment today and took
stock of the work of the
department. He directed

CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

Assam Rising
Guwahati, June 15:

The monsoon activity
over Northeast India will
continue in full force this
week as well, with more
extremely heavy down-
pours forecast in several
parts of the region. In
fact, the likes of Assam,
Meghalaya and
Arunachal Pradesh will
remain on red alert for the
majority of this forecast

period. As per the India Me-
teorological Department
(IMD), the prevalence of
strong southwesterly winds
blowing onto Northeast In-
dia from the Bay of Bengal
will lead to the continuation
of the intense wet spell over
the region.Under their influ-
ence, isolated heavy to very
heavy rains (64.5 to 204 mm)
are very likely over
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Meghalaya, Sub-Himalayan
West Bengal and Sikkim dur-

ing the next five days (June
14-18); and over Nagaland
and Manipur from
Wednesday to Friday,
June 15-17.Furthermore,
Assam and Meghalaya
will also be in for isolated
extremely heavy down-
pours (204 mm) for this
five-day period, while
Arunachal may experience
similar conditions on
Wednesday and Thursday,

CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

Extremely Heavy Rains and Resultant
Red Alerts to Prevail Across Assam
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View of Shimoda City, Shizuoka, Japan

PolioVirusNew Variant: After 10 years,
Polio virusdetected in Kolkata

Kolkata, June 15 : After
more than 10 years, the

Guest House
A/C NonA/C Rooms

health department is giving
a lot of importance to the
discovery of the polio virus
in Kolkata. The polio virus
was detected in the

with Car Parking At POGL Metiaburuz area in a joint
Brahmaputra, Chandmari, venturewith UNICEF. Such
Guwahati-21 Ph. WA surveys are conducted
09678009493/ 9707183470 occasional |y in different

slum areas of Kolkata. The

Letter no. BICAMPA/E-Tender/1186

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER FOR
CONSTRUCTIONAL WORKSUNDER NORTH
KAMRUPDIVISION.RANGIA

Thisisfor general information to all concerned that the
work for Construction of 1 (One) No. RCC Building (G+1)"
Barpeta Road Range Office cum Quarter under CAMPA
scheme of North Kamrup Division, Rangiaareintended to
be e-tender.

The details of E-tender will be available on https://
www.assamforestonline.in portal from 18.06.2022
(12.00PM) to 09.07.2022 (5.00PM).

Opening & evaluation of technical aswell as price bid
would be on 19-07-2022 at 11.00 AM onwards.

Divisional Forest Officer
North Kamrup Division, Rangia.

Janasanyog/C/4689/22

ONLINE E-TENDER NOTICE NO. 2 OF 2022-23 FOR
SALEOFTIMBERLOTS

Under the provision laid down in the " Assam Sale of
Forest produce, coupes and Mahals Rules 1977" and
Amendment Rule 2000, bids are invited through online by
the undersigned from Registered Companies/ Firms/
Individuals etc. for the online F-Tender Sale of Timber lots
of respectively kept in different locations under the Nagaon
South Division. Hojai.

The details of online E-Tender will be available on
http./www.assamfor estonline.in. Portal from on 17-06-
2022 unto 5.00 PM. on 17-07-2022 (1.S.T).

Divisiona Forest Officer.

last time polio was
detected in the body of a
child in Howrah was in
2011. After this, in 2014,
The World Health
Organization declared
Indiaapolio-free country.
But eight years later, the
health  department's
concerns increased and
the discovery of polio
virus was found in
Kolkata. According to
health department
sources, polio germs have
been detected in the
sewage  water in
Metiaburuz area, due to
which  the health
department has increased
the surveillance in
Metiaburuz area. All the
medical colleges and
government hospitals in
the state have been
alerted. After morethan 10
years, the health
department is giving alot
of importance to the
discovery of the polio

virusinKolkata. Thepolio
virus was detected in the
Metiaburuz areain ajoint
venture with UNICEF.
Such  surveys are
conducted occasionally in
different slum areas of
Kolkata. The health
department has been
emphasizing that there
should be no public
defecation anywhere in
metiaburuz area after the
polio virus is detected.
Government hospitalsand
medical collegeshavealso
been directed to keep a
specia vigil on children
who have low immunity.
They have also been
asked to test stool samples
of such children. In
addition, emphasis has
been laid on vaccination.
In 2011, al2-year-old girl
from Howrah was
diagnosed with polio.
Indiawas recognised as a
polio-free country on
March 27, 2014.

National Herald case

When govt fails, Opposition hasto

Lucknow, Junel5: Samgwedi
Party chief Akhilesh Yadav on
Wednesday dubbed the
Enforcement Directorate as
'Examinaionin Democracy' and
said in politics the opposition
isrequired to clear 'this exam'
when the government fails.He
said those who are 'prepared’
are not afraid of any
examination. "The meaning of
ED is now 'Examination in
Democracy'. In politics, the
oppositionisrequired to clear
this exam. When the
government fails, it announces
this exam. Those who have
prepared well areneither afraid
of written-reading exam nor
verbal exam...Andyou should
never be afraid,” Yadav
tweeted in Hindi.His reaction
comes amid the ongoing
questioning of Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi by the ED
in the National Herald case.
Meanwhile, Congress today
accused the BJP government
of blocking political activities
by preventing party workers
from entering its headquarters
and said the ruling
dispensation will haveto face
consequences.On the third
consecutive day of former
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi's questioning by the
ED in the National Herald
money-laundering matter, the
party's Chief Ministers Ashok
Gehlot and Bhupesh Baghel
said this was the first time in
the country's history that a
national party's offices were
put out of bounds of its own
workers."The atmosphere in
the country is in front of
everyone to see. | could not
bring my own staff inside the
AICC office. No one else is
allowed. Political activists
cannot enter their party
offices. Thisishappening for
the first time in the country,"

Baghel said. "They are
trying to stop political
activities of leaders. You
can only suppress
someone till alimit, and
now, all limits have been
crossed," he
said.Baghel's convoy was
stopped by the Delhi
Police on Tuesday from
visiting the Badarpur
police station, where
some party leaders were
under preventive
detention for violating
prohibitory orders in
central Delhi.The
Chhattisgarh chief
minister said the BJP's
"nationalismisimported",
under which "whosoever
raised a voice against
them is being crushed".
He said Rahul Gandhi was
being targeted for
questioning the
government on issues of
governance and public
concerns.Reiterating the
charge that the ED
summons against the
Gandhis were "political
vendetta", Gehlot said
these past eight years
would be marked as the
"black chapter in India's
history".He cautioned
that the atmosphereinthe
country was "very
dangerous" and recalled

Gandhi's recent remarks
made at a London event

wherehehad said "kerosene
had been poured all over
India"."No one knowswhat
will happen tomorrow. There
is a sense of fear in every
alley, every home," Gehlot
said, as he appealed to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to address the nation
and denounce
violence."Party workersare
stopped from entering our
own office. Democracy isin
danger, and the
Constitution is being
violated. The approach of
RSS-BJP is very
dangerous," hesaid. Onthe
Nationa Herald case, Gehlot
said Rs 90 crore was given
in100installmentstorevive
the newspaper, and there

. Clear ED "exam’, saysAkhilesh Yadav

was no wrongdoing."The
ED notices have been given
only to harassand target the
Gandhis. The government
will have to face the
consequences as people
have understood
everything," the Rajasthan
chief minister
said.Congresssaid it would
later take acall on whether
to meet the President and
the prime minister to raise
the ongoing "high-
handedness" against its
workers. AICC general
secretary and party's chief
spokesperson Randeep
Surewala alleged that the
BJP dispensation
"continued to feed wrong
information about the ED
case against Rahul Gandhi
to TV channels".

Pope Francis says
Ukrainewar was 'perhaps
somehow provoked'

London, June 15 : Pope
Francishassaid Moscow's
invasion of Ukraine was
"perhaps somehow
provoked" asherecalled a

Trump loseslate bid to avoid testifying
In New York fraud investigation

New York, June 15: New
York's highest court has
rejected Donald Trump's
last-ditch effort to avoid
testifying in the state
attorney general's civil

the way for his deposition
next month. The state'scourt
of gppealssaidtherewasno
"substantial constitutional
question" that would
warrant its intervention in

The Executive Engineer, PW.D. Tezpur Electrical Division, Tezpur Assam on behalf of the Governor of Assam,
Invites sealed tender after affixing court fee stamp of Rs. 8.25with avalidity of 180[One Hundred Eighty) daysfrom
the date of opening of tender from registered APWD (Electrical) Contractor/ Firm Class-1(A,B& C) category and
Class-Il and Calss |11 (Registered) under thisdivision, for the works detailed in the table below:

Janasanyog/C/4717/22 Nagaon South Division. Hojai investigation into his the matter, following an
business practices, clearing  intermediate appellate
Press Notice

Sl. Name ff work Approx value
No of works
(Rsinlakhs)

Security Deposite pledged to EE
PWD Tezpur Electrica Division,
Tezpur in the form of Term
Deposite/F.D.

Cost Tender
Documents
(Non-
Refundable

Period of
completion
(in days)

General

For For(SC/ST/
OBC}

Date of Issue
of Tender
Documents.

Date of
Submission
of Tender

1 | Repairing/renovation of the
internal electrification works
to the Industrial Training
Ingtitute (ITI) a Tezpur,
Sonitpur, Assam. (Providing
campus lights/street light with
UG cable connection, pole,
junction box and panel board
etc as reqd. complete-25 nos)
poles.

91650.00 22000.00

11000.00

1000.00 60 days

20.06.2022 22.06.2022

2 | Repairing/renovation of the
internal electrification works
to the Industrial Traning
Ingtitute (m) a Tezpur,
Sonitpur, Assam. (Providing
internal  electrification with
panel board at Administrative
block with Auditorium Hall
and at electric and wireman
ship work shop with UG
cable, outgoing switch gear)

1631906.00 35000.00

17500.00

1500.00 60 days

20.06.2022 22.06,2022

Division, Rubber Bagan, Tezpur

Tezpur Electrical Division, Tezpur.

4. This short NIT will form a part of contract agreement.

tender without assigning any reasons.

Specification of work: Asper APWD (Electrical) Specifications.
Applicationfor issue of tender document may be submitted to the office of the Executive Engineer, PWD, Tezpur Electrical

.during office hour along with duly attested copies of (1) Upto Date registration certificate under APWD (elect), (2) GST (3)
Contractor Electrical License (4) Supervisor license (5) Completion certificate towards carrying out atleast one no electrical
work done (40% of tender value) in anyone of the year of the last three year, certified from any officer not below the rank
of Executive Officer (6) Pan Card (7) Tools & Plant along with non - refundable costing fee of of Tender Document as
Indicated in the table above in the form of 1PO in favour of Executive Engineer, Tezpur Electrical Division. No application
for issue of tender document will be recieved after the date as mentioned bel ow

1. The tenderers should quote the rates item wise as per attached Bill of Quantities.
2. Tender documentswill beissued to the eligible contactors/ authorised re presentitive of manufacturer against the application
on dated 20.06,2022. The Earnest money in the form of TDR/FDR should be pledged in favour of Executive Engineer,

3. Tender must be delivered to the offfice of the Executive Engineer, Tezpur Electrical Division, Tezpur on or before 2 PM.
on 22.06.2022 and the tender will be open on the same date at 2,15 PM. in present of the tenderers/representitives of
tenderer who want to attend the opening of the tender. If the office happensto be closed on the date of receipt of the tenders
as specified, the tenders will be received and opened on the next working day on the same time and venue.

5. The Executive Engineer, PWD, Tezpur Electrical Division, Tezpur (Assam) is the sole authority to accept or reject any

Sd/-

Executive Engineer, PWD

court's ruling last month
enforcing a subpoena for
Trump's testimony.The court
also dismissed a motion by
Trump's lawyers to stay the
subpoenas, saying that doing
s0 would be "academic”, since
it wasn't taking up the former
president's appeal in the first
place. Trump and histwo eldest
children, lvanka and Donald
Trump Jr, agreed last week to
answer questions under oath
starting 15 July unlessthe court
of appeals decided to step in.A
message seeking comment on

Tuesday's ruling was sent
to Trump's lawyer. Alan
Futerfas, a lawyer for
Ivanka and Donald Trump
Jr, declined comment. A
message was also left with
a spokesperson for Letitia
James, the attorney
general.The appellate
divison of the state's trial
court ruled 26 May that the
Trumps had to undergo a
deposition, upholding a
lower court's ruling that
James officehad "the clear
right" to question Trump
and certain other figuresin
his company, the Trump
Organization.Jameshassad
her three-year investigation
has uncovered evidence
that the Trump Organization
exaggerated the value of
assets including
skyscrapers, golf courses
and even his Manhattan
penthouse to get loans,
insuranceand tax breaksfor
land donations.

conversation in the run-up
to the war in which he was
warned Nato was"barking at
the gates of Russia'.ln an
interview with the Jesuit
megeazineLaCiviltaCattolica,
conducted last month and
published on Tuesday, the
pontiff condemned the
"ferocity and cruelty of the
Russian troops" while
warning against what hesaid
wasafairytale perception of
the conflict as good versus
evil."Weneedto move away
from the usual Little Red
Riding Hood pattern, in that
Little Red Riding Hood was
good and the wolf was the
bad one," he said.
"Something global is
emerging and the elements
are very much
entwined."Francis added
that a couple of months
beforethewar hemet ahead
of state, who he did not
identify but described as "a
wisemanwho speakslittle, a

Russabans29 UK journaligs

M oscow, June15: Russiahas
banned 29 members of the
British media, including five
Guardian journalists, from
entering thecountry, itsforeign
ministry has said.Moscow said
the sweeping action was a
response to western sanctions
and the "spreading of false
information about Russid’, as
well as"anti-Russian actions of
the British government". "The
British journdists included in
the list are involved in the
ddiberatedissemination of false
and one-sided information
about Russia and events in
Ukraine and Donbas," the
ministry said in a
satement. Twenty individualsit
described as "associated with
the defence complex",
including military figures,
senior aerospace figures and

Guardian correspondents
Shaun Walker, Luke
Harding, Emma Graham-
Harrison and Peter
Beaumont, as well as
KatharineViner, theeditor-
in-chief of the Guardian.

British journalists working
for the BBC, the Sunday
Times, the Daily Mail, the
Independent, Daily
Telegraph, Sky News and a
number of other outletshave
also been banned.

very wisemanindeed ... He
told me that he was very
worried about how Nato was
moving. | asked him why,
and he replied: 'They are
barking at the gates of
Russia. They don't
understand that the
Russians are imperia and
can't haveany foreign power
getting close to them."He
added: "We do not see the
whole drama unfolding
behind thiswar, which was,
perhaps, somehow either
provoked or not
prevented." Shortly before
theinvasion, Vladimir Putin
had demanded Nato rule out
allowing Ukraine, which
borders Russia, into the
military aliance.The pope
said he was not "pro-Putin”
and that it would be
"simplisticand wrongto say
such athing". He also said
Russia had "miscalculated”
the war. "It is aso true that
the Russians thought it
would all beover in aweek.
They encountered a brave
people, a people who are
struggling to survive and
who have a history of
struggle."On  Tuesday
morning, the pontiff
published amessage saying
theinvasion of Ukrainewas
a violation of a country's
right to self-determination.

Tezpur Electrical Division
Tezpur

construction site of Duohua super major bridge in Longli County, southwest
China's Guizhou Province

M Ps, were a so banned. Among

Janasanyog/C/4698/22 the journalists banned are the
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Illegal teak sawn timbers
seized in Srirampur: held 2

A Correspondent
Gossaigaon, June 15:
Simultapu police on
Wednesday seized a large
quantity of teak woods
from Assam-Bengal inter
state border Srirampur from
a truck and apprehended
two persons in this connec-

tion. Police sources in-
formed that based on the
specific input from a reli-
able sources araid was car-
ried out in Srirampur NH-
31 (C) inter-state border
and seized one truck loaded
with teak woods bearing
registration number HR-73/

A-6769 which was heading
towards Kolkata in West
Bengal from Barpeta,
Assam. Two people have
been arrested so far by the
police identified as Zahid
Khan driver and Mustaq,
handiman of the truck both
hails from Haryana.

Sahitya Sangam
Released in Udalguri

Assam Rising, Udalguri,
June 15 : The mouthpiece
of Udalguri district Nepali
Sahitya Sabha 'Sahitya
Sangam' was released at a
function organized to cel-
ebrate 91st birth anniversary
of litterateur Tarapati
Upadhyaya. A meeting was
held to discuss the social
and literary contribution of
Tarapati Upadhyaya.
Puspadhar Bastola the Prin-
cipal of Udalguri H S School
has delivered a speech on
the life and works of Tarapati
Upadhyaya. The meeting
began with the lighting of
lamps by Bidyapati Dahal.

The Udalguri district com-
mittee of Assam Nepali
Sahitya Sabha organized
the meeting and was pre-
sided over by Lakshman
Adhikari and guest intro-
duction was given by
Mohan Kumar Chhetry.
Lakshmi Sendai the general
secretary of Assam Gorkha
Sammelan, Rudra Baral the
former secretary of Assam
Nepali Sahitya Sabha, and
leaders of All Assam Gorkha
Students have wished a
long life to Tarapati
Upadhyaya. Lok Bahadur
Chbhetri the former Principal
of Harisinga H S School has

Foundation day
celebrated

Assam Rising, Biswanath Chariali, June 15: The 44th
year of foundation day of Istantik; a socio-cultural

and environment friendly

organization of the greater

Sootea, was observed with a day-long programme
on June 14. The open session and prize distribu-
tion ceremony was chaired by Ananda Handique
at the office premises. Hemanga Hazarika, Secre-
tary of the club conducted the proceedings while
Dipali Bora, principal of Chatia college graced the

occasion as an appointed

speaker. The open session

began with a borgeet by Niki Saikia. Late Hitesh
Phukan memorial award 2022 was presented to Tinkle
Das for her outstanding contribution in the field of art
and culture. The programme was attended by Dipshika
Handique, Pranab Saikia, Nilam Barua besides others.

The meritorious students

of the greater Sootea area

who have passed the recently declared HSLC examina-
tion were felicitated. Parag Jyoti Hazarika, president of
the club hoisted the flag in the morning.

General Manager, N. E Railway holds Press
Conference on "StartUps for Railways"

Policy aims to leverage innovative technologies for the improvement
of operational efficiency and Safety of Indian Railways

Assam Rising, Guwahari,
June 15 : Indian Railways has
taken an important initiative in
field of innovation through par-
ticipation of start-ups and other
entities. Hon'ble Minister of
Railways, Communications and
Electronics & Information Tech-
nology, Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw,
recently had launched an inno-
vation policy - "StartUps for
Railways" on 13th June, 2022
in Rail Bhavan, New Delhi. In
line with Indian Railways initia-
tives towards innovative solu-
tion to acquire operational effi-
ciency and safety, Shri Anshul

Gupta, General Manager of
Northeast Frontier Railway
held a Press Conference at
Guwahati today, on 15th June,
2022. The General Manager in-
formed that the policy aims to
bring scale and efficiency in the
field of operation, maintenance
and infrastructure creation
through participation of the very
large and untapped startup eco-
system. Shri Anshul Gupta said
that the integration of disrup-
tive technology into Indian Rail-
ways have taken a firm shape
in form of this initiative.The
General Manager said that

released the Sahitya
Sangam the mouthpiece of
Udalguri district Nepali
Sahitya Sabha. Bhaben
Dhamala and Rukmini
Dhamala were felicitated for
their contribution to publish
the magazine.

Seminar on Politics & International

Relations concludes at USTM
E

Assam Rising
Guwahati, June 15: Depart-
ment of Political Science, Uni-
versity of Science & Technol-
ogy Meghalaya (USTM) has
organized a two-day National
Seminar on “Contemporary
Issues of Politics & Interna-
tional Relations: Assessing
the Qualitative Trends in the
Emerging World Order" here
from June 13-14 in collabora-
tion with Dispur College
Guwahati, Karmashree
Hiteshwar Saikia College
Guwahati & Beltola College
Guwahati. Delegates from
TISS Guwahati, Aligarh Mus-
lim University, NEHU, Cotton
University, Gauhati University,
IIT Bombay, Shiv Nadar Uni-
versity, Dispur College, Beltola
College, Karmashree
Hiteshwar Saikia College and
other premier institutions
joined the seminar. The event
saw 125 registrations of par-
ticipation from across the
country and 54 delegates who
presented papers on various
pertinent issues of interna-
tional politics and socio-politi-
cal relations over the two
days. The event was seg-
mented into five sessions,
which consisted of the inau-
gural session, three technical
sessions and the valedictory

session. The inaugural
session commenced with
Mr. Dwaipayan
Choudhury, one of the
event coordinators, wel-
coming the delegates. Prof.
G.D. Sharma, Vice Chancel-
lor of USTM inaugurated
the seminar and felicitated
the Keynote speaker, Prof.
Abdulrahim Vijapur, De-
partment of Political Sci-
ence, Aligarh Muslim Uni-
versity, and the Principals
of Karmashree Hiteshwar
Saikia College Guwahati &
Beltola College Guwahati
respectively. This was fol-
lowed by an insightful
keynote speech delivered
by Prof. Vijapur. His
speech encapsulated cru-
cial themes such as human
security, human develop-
ment, good governance
and the 17 goals of sus-
tainable development, as
well as shedding light on
several challenges faced
by the north-eastern
states of India. The inau-
gural session was followed
by the first technical ses-
sion themed “State and
Society in North-east”
which had 19 paper pre-
sentations. The delegates
explored the issues such
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as public administration in
Nagaland, insurgency in
Assam, tourism industry of
Meghalaya, Garo Matrilin-
eal society. A particularly
interesting paper on gam-
bling in Meghalaya was
presented by
Deidamaphishisha
Lyngdoh. The second tech-
nical session was themed
“Politics in India: Pros-
pects and Challenges”
which had 15 papers, cov-
ering issues of caste poli-
tics and centre state rela-
tions, among others. Sishir

Kopili Hydroelectric Power project

release additional water
Dlst admm sensmses people to be alert

Assam Rising
Nagaon, June 15: The au-
thority concerned of Kopili
Hydroelectric ~ Power
Project has released the ad-
ditional water from its dam
situated at Khandung in
Dima Hasao and other
places since this morning

through this platform startups
youth will get a good opportu-
nity to connect with Railways.
Out of various problem state-
ments received from different
field offices/zones of Railways,
11 problem statements like rail
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because of which the water
level of the Kapili river has
been rising till the time of fil-
ing this report, sources said.
Meanwhile the district admin-
istration of Nagaon through
an official notification today
requested the people living in
larger areas near the bank of

mmmmmmm  {racture, head-
way reduction
etc. have been
taken up ini-
tially for this
i program.
These will be
i presented be-
fore the
startups to find
innovative solutions. General Man-
ager urged the startups to use this
opportunity and ensured them of
support from Indian Railways in
form of 50 percent capital grant,
assured market, scale and ecosys-
tem. Under this programme, in-
novator can get a grant up to Rs.
1.5 Crore on equal sharing basis
with provision of milestone-wise
payment. Complete process from
floating of problem statement to
development of prototype is online
with defined time line to make it
transparent and objective. Trials of
prototypes will be done in Rail-
ways. Enhanced funding will be
provided to scale up deployment
on successful performance of pro-
totypes. Developed Intellectual
Property Rights (IPR) will remain
with innovator only. Assured de-
velopment order will be provided
to innovator. The General Man-
ager said that the selection will be
through open, transparent and fair
process which will entail innova-
tors uploading their concepts with
necessary proof on a dedicated portal
can be done at the Indian Railway In-

Kapili river under Kampur
and Raha revenue circles
to be alert for any possible
situation in the next few
hours. Besides, in the
same notification, the ad-
ministration also banned
fishing, swimming and
bathing in Kapili river un-

novation Portal on web address
WWW.1 nnovation.
indianrailways. gov.in. The
portal will start acceptingideas
from 21st June, 2022. Replying
to various queries about res-
toration works in Dima Hasao,
the General Manager stated
that restoration in 46 out of
61 breaches have been com-
pleted and in 15 critical loca-
tions work is going on in full
swing. He further stated that
chances are there to resume
train services upto New
Haflong from Badarpur by
20th June. The General Man-
ager thanked Indian Air Force,
Railway employees, road-
ways service and private bus
operators in rescuing the
stranded passengers and sent
back to their home safely. He
also briefed the media about
the status of the state capital
connectivity projects and the
international connectivity
projects under Northeast
Frontier Railway. The re-
cently sanctioned final loca-
tion survey for the
Chandranathpur - Silchar new
line project was also dis-
cussed by the General Man-
ager. This project will provide
an alternative route to the hill
section and also act as a
double line for connectivity
to South Assam, Mizoram,
Manipur and Tripura.

der Raha and Kampur rev-
enue circles with immedi-
ate effect, sources added
further. Following the offi-
cial notification issued by
district administration, the
officials from Kampur
circle office spread this alert
message through micro-
phone at various sensitive
areas in the greater Kampur
like Kampur Bhalbhaliagaon,
Gosaingaon, Saibokgaon,
etc. Itis pertinent to be men-
tioned that the first wave of
flood in the last month se-
verely affected over 3.5
lakhs people under both
the revenue circles in
the district and also
claimed the lives of 10

2-Days Natlona' c‘f’mlnar on
UES

Chetri and Dwaipayan
Choudhury presented an in-
novative paper on how Indian
cinema has dealt with issues
of caste, class and gender
over the years.The third tech-
nical session, themed “India
and the Emerging World Or-
der” took place on day two.
There were papers on various
global issues starting from
‘Nepal’s transition from Mon-
archy to Democracy’ to
Ukraine-Russia Conflict. This
session also saw papers on
Chinese foreign policy, effect
of BREXIT on British for-
eign policy and India’s po-
sition in QUAD. The
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torium, USTM

standout paper was by
Anika Vijapur, who pre-
sented a paper on ‘Gender
Perspective to Refugee Is-
sues in International Rela-
tions’. The valedictory ad-
dress was delivered by
Prof. Shubhrajeet Konwer
from Gauhati University
highlighting the brief sum-
mary of all the sub themes
covered in the Seminar.
Valedictory session was
followed by Certificate dis-
tribution to all the regis-
tered participants. Finally,
Vote of thanks was deliv-
ered by Ms Fahmida Saheen
Bora from USTM.

No. B/SFG/Tender/GGGC(SOPD)/484
CORRIGENDUM: 1T

In view of confusion among bidders regarding mode of
submission of the Earnest Money Deposit for the tender
works published vide this office notice no B/SFG/Tender/
GGGC(SOPD)/448, Dt. 07/06/2022, in partial modification
of the Standard Bid Document, the Article 3.9 may be read as
"Earnest Money Deposit for each work may be deposited
electronically at the portal www.assamtenders.gov.in" instead

of "Each tender shall be accompanied by a demand draft of a
Scheduled Bank in favour of the Divisional Forest Officer as
Earnest Money Deposit for the work" to facilitate online
submission of the Earnest Money by the intending Tenderers.

The date of downloading and submission of Tender
documents are extended up to 22/06/2022 upto 15.00hrs (IST)
and technical bids will be opened at 11:00Hrs on 24/06/2022.

All intending bidders are requested to take note of the
modifications and submit the bid documents accordingly from
the portal www.assamtenders.gov.in by their own ID.

The other conditions mentioned in the E-Tender notice

people including chil- shall remain same.
dren. Besides, the wave
of flood destroyed sev- o Sd- _
eral thousands hectares Divisional Forest Officer

£ bl d oth Guwahati Social Forestry Division
of vegetables and other Janasanyog/C/4702/22 Basistha, Guwahati-29
crops.

NOTIFICATION

(a) English
(b) Social Studies
(c) Mathematics

to be attempted in 120

ratio of 1:2

above.

Janasanyog/D/5562/22

In continuation to this office notification No.SLRC-G-IV/ASSAM/Advertise-
ment for Analogous Posts-1V/2022-23/02/79 dated 25-03-2022, the State Level Re-
cruitment Commission for Class-IV Posts notifies following details regarding exami-
nations for the Posts/categories of Posts of Class-1V:

1. There shall be two exams on the same day - one for Posts/categories of Posts for
read upto Class VIII category and another for Posts/categories of Posts for
HSLC passed or equivalent examination passed category.

2. The syllabus of the examination for recruitment to the Class-IV Posts shall be in
consonance with the prescribed SCERT syllabus of Class VIII Examination and
Class X (HSLC examination) for read upto ClassVIII category and HSLC passed
or equivalent examination passed category respectively.

3. The subjects for both the categories of examinations to be conducted for Class-
IV Posts (i.e. Read upto Class VIII and HSLC Passed or equivalent examination
passed) will be the same and is listed as below :

(d) General Knowledge
(e) Mental Ability and Logical Reasoning

4. There will be a total of 135 multiple choice questions, carrying 1 (one mark) each,

minutes.

5. There shall be no negative marking.
6. The date and time of written examination will be intimated shortly.

7. The selection of candidates for inviting them for interview / skill test will be in the

8. Candidates scoring identical marks in the written examination will be invited for
appearing in the interview/skill test, irrespective of ratio mentioned in para 7

9. The detailed SOPs for conduct of written examination for maintaining order and
discipline shall be issued separately by SEBA.

Secretary
State Level Recruitment Commission for
Class-1V Posts, Assam Administrative Staff College,
Jawahar Nagar, Khanapara, Guwahati -22
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Thehumane
asylum system

Somehow, we have forgotten something that many of our
grandparents learned during the second world war. When we
ignore the human rights of those less fortunate than us, and the
vital global warning system which refugees represent, we can
no longer be proud of ourselves or confident in our world. The
government has blatantly disregarded the UN refugee
convention, which Britain helped draft in 1951, and of whichwe
were a founding signatory.It's also a huge step backwards in
the long and controversial history of UK immigration policy.
Patel called the Rwandaagreement "groundbreaking” - butitis
so for all thewrong reasons. Our government has never before
sought to evade its responsibilities so completely, by shipping
people seeking safety in this country off to another
jurisdiction.It's more extreme even than the Australian near-
equivalent, when refugees were detained on Nauru and Manus
Island, because we are not merely offshoring, but outsourcing
the entire delivery of our asylum system to another state. Quite
apart from the well-documented concerns over Rwandabeing a
safe country, the principleisalso deeply wrong. Thevast magjority
of refugees (86%) stay in countries bordering their own. Thisis
just another way in which we are shifting the responsibilities
we should share, away from richer countries, on to the global
south.It's also a terrible blow to our international role and
standing. With this policy, so-called "global Britain" issignalling
awithdrawal from effortsto seek multilateral solutionsto major
global challenges.And for what? Boris Johnson says shipping
peopleto Rwandawill tackle people smugglers and deter men,
women and children from risking their livesin flimsy vesselsto
crossthe Channel from France. But eventhetop civil servant at
the Home Office was unable to say this awful solution will act
as a deterrent.We know the reality. Desperate people have
continued to cross the Channel in greater numbers than last
year, because of thedifferent crisesfrom which they are escaping.
Asked why they want to come to the UK in particular, they
often cite family ties, knowing the language, and the poor
treatment they receive from police and authorities in other
countries they have passed through. A very small proportion
end up in the UK - many European countries take in more
refugees, and our contribution istiny when compared with other
countries such as Pakistan, Uganda, L ebanon, and now - thanks
to thewar in Ukraine - Poland.And we know the solutions. We
must look at the reasons people are forced from their homes.
The vast cost of removing one person to Rwanda could be far
better spent on improving hundreds of lives.

BeaCitizen Journalist

Areyou against of violence or corruption? Do you really
want revolution inthe social, educational, political or economi-
cal system? Do you have any questions for the Government,
political or non political parties? Don’'t worry, be apart of The
Assam Rising family, Be a citizen journalist and write to us
about your problem and we will take the responsibility to pub-
lish your voice. Wewill giveyou aplatform to raise your voice,
because your simple voice can change society.

GN.B. Road, Chandmari Colony,

E-mail Id : assamrising@gmail.com

Editor,
TheAssam Rising

Guwabhati, PIN 781003

UP Policg'sbr utality showsIndian law
enforcement remainstruetoitscolonial heritage

iar," 'sneak’, '‘coward":
L When the beatings

ended, the young
Marquess of Kedleston would
be marched through the village
in a red petticoat, his sins
pinned on for the edification of
bystanders. To teach a child to
subjugate a people is no small
task. Kedleston manor's
governess, Ellen Paraman, the
daughter of aprisonwarden, did
an exceptional job. In 1901, as
he considered how to discipline
the rebels of the North-West
Frontier, George Curzon,
Viceroy of India, would turnto
her teaching."Is it possible to
flog these horrible scoundrels
before we execute them,"
Curzon wondered? Flogging,
Peshawar district magistrate
Harold Deane chimed in, "is
infinitely more deterrent than
hanging." "If only we could
flog, hang and burn."Liberal
Indians watched in horror this
week, as bulldozers backed up
by armed police demolished the
homes of Muslims in Uttar
Pradesh-thinly veiled reprisals
for protests against the
government. Videos circulated
of protesters being beaten,
somewhilein custody.he anger
isn't surprising-but the shock is.
From the slaughter of an
estimated 250 peopleinfiring on
an Eid-ul-Fitr gathering at
Moradabad in 1980, to the mass
execution of at least 32 at
Meerut in 1987, killing of
Muslims and destruction of
property has been aleitmotif of
Indian policing of communal
violence. From fake encounters
in Telengana to custodial
killingsin Tamil Nadu, thereis
no shortage of non-Muslim
victims, either.Late onenightin
1890, the widow Goshain
Thakurani began a descent
through the circles of hell. The
dead body of a newborn had
been discovered in a small
village near Allahabad, and the
village chaukidar claimed the
widow had killed the child to
hide asexual relationship. Five
police officersdragged her from
her bed, and questioned her al
night. They urged her to
confess: "If youdo, youwill get
off." In court, the widow did
exactly that, and was sentenced
for murder.There was a catch:
When she entered prison, a
medical examiner determined
Thakurani was seven months
pregnant. The murdered child

-

¥y

e
:

2 ¢
] Wln
J

\ ‘.Qi

o Eir‘&;;\ ¥

el /
f'.
\ B :

-_—

- YR

simply could not have ,@ PRAVEEN S\NAN” the last century. In

been hers. Thakurani was
eventually acquitted; the police-
officer in chargegot aslap onthe
wrist. The murderer was never
found.Few colonial judges-like
modern Indians-were unaware of
mal practices of the police. "It is
far pleasanter to sit comfortably
in the shade rubbing red pepper
in some poor devil's eyes," the
judge and philosopher James
Stephensobserved in 1883, "than
to go about in the sun hunting up
evidence." The colonial state,
though, was concerned primarily
with the extraction of revenue, and
uninterested in spending the
resources needed to raise a
modern policeforce. The purpose
of the police was to extinguish
rebellion-not ensure criminal
justice.From the mid-1830s, the
Malabar coast began seeing a
series of attacks against Hindu
janmis (feudal landlords),
reinstated to their landholdings
after the East India Company
defeated Tipu Sultan. Fights
sparked off by the eviction of
Muslim tenants escalated into
the destruction of temples and
killings of Hindus. Led by
religiousrevivalists, martyrdom-
seeking suicide-attackers also
engaged in a series of bloody
skirmishes with colonial
troops.The British responded by
seeking to strip the Malabar
jihadists of their religious
legitimacy. For atime, historian
K.N. Panikkar hasrecorded, they
considered burying the bodies
of those slain with dogs or other
ritually impure animals. They
finally chose to burn them-a
practice which would continue

until 1921.Events in the
North-West Frontier, where
imperial officials came
under growing attack from
rebellious ethnic Pasthun
tribes, went the same way.
The Murderous Outrages
Act, historian Elizabeth
Kolsky writes, allowed
administrators to burn the
corpses of those who killed
British officers.Lieutenant-
Colonel Gilbert Gaisford
was among many on the
Frontier who insisted
barbarism would work.
"When | said they would be
hanged, they answered
they were quite prepared for
that. But when | added that
they would be subsequently
burnt, their colour changed,
and thenceforward they
were different men."
Eighteen months later, the
officer wasmurdered in his
bed.In the first thirty years
of British rule on the
Frontier, Kolsky notes, the
British launched more than
40 punitive expeditions, in
which crops were trampled,
livestock slaughtered, and
entire villages burned.
Fighting continued until
1946, in spite of the frequent
use of air power against
Pashtun villages. The
Malabar violence also
dragged on until the
murderous Malabar uprising
of 1921.Forms of collective
punishment began to run
through colonial criminal
justice practice by early in

Kolkata (then Calcutta),
communal violence began to
escalate as the city's fledgling
political leadership sought to
recruit religious identity to
their cause. In 1910, disputes
over alleged cow-slaughter in
aslum mosgue led to fighting.
Then, in 1918, a local
newspaper carried an article
insulting the Prophet
Muhammad's tomb-leading to
a protest march and more
violence.For elites of both
communities, historian Sugata
Nandi has shown, it proved
convenient to blame goondas
for therising violence. In 1923,
a law was passed allowing
goondas to be removed from
the Presidency without being
tried for an actual criminal
offence. There was no
definition in the law, notably,
of who a goonda was.The
Goondas Act laid the
foundation for legislation now
used in several states-notably
the Uttar Pradesh Gangsters
Act, which is key to the Yogi
Adityanath government's
high-profile campaign to seize
the properties of alleged
criminals. The Act makes
membership of agang illegal,
inlanguage many legal experts
say enables abuse. District
Magistrates may seize the
property of any individual they
believeisagang member, even
if no court has convicted
them.Thevictimsof the Kolkata
goonda law might have been
working-classmigrants of little
consequence, but their
persecution established a

principle: No crime need have
been committed in order to be
punished.Following the
dlaughter at Jallianwala Bagh,
military law statutes were used
to suppress an angry Punjab.
The official Hunter Committee
report recorded that of the 3,200
people arrested, one-fifth were
never prosecuted, because "the
evidence was ultimately
considered insufficient." Even
of those prosecuted, most were
charged with waging war
against the King-Emperor, not
an actua crime, like arson or
murder.Whipping was widely
used-in one case, for attack on
the missionary school teacher
MarcellaSherwood, but alsofor
offences ranging from tearing-
down martial law notices, to
"refusing to sell milk."In one
case, the "three naughtiest
boys' at aschool in Kasur were
sentenced to be whipped after
students were accused of
involvement in derailing atrain.
Assistant Commissioner Peter
Marsden described this as "a
most ordinary and healthy mode
of discipline for schoolboys."
"If the occurrence had been in
England no one would have
made the least demur,"” he
claimed.Firing against unarmed
civilians became routine. In
Ahmedabad, Simeon Shoul has
recorded, eighty rounds were
fired into a crowd of political
protesters, machine guns were
fired at Chuharkana (present-day
Faroogabad in Pekistan) against
crowds that authorities decided
were planning "mischief." In
Gujranwala and nearby villages
on 14 April 1919, Roya Air Force
pilots fired over 800 rounds at
fleeing crowds.Liketheimperial
police, independent India's
coercive apparatusisdesigned to
deliver terror-not ensure
investigation and meaningful
prosecutions, the bedrock of
democratic criminal justice
systems. For themost part under-
staffed, under-trained, and
under-resourced, policehavedften
shown themselves ineffectud in
containing real threats, from
terrorism to riots to sexual
violence The mass internment and
torturecf Adivasisin Telangana, the
burning of entire villages in
Mizoram, or thekilling of protesters
in Kashmir leave little doubt that
Indian policearethechildrenof their
colonial predecessors. Like
Curzon, they'velearned thewrong
lessons well.

Pakigan
focusd

fter the PT1-army 'same-
page' relationship turned
into a raging and ugly
divorce, one expected some
reluctancefrom Shahbaz Sharif's
government in

It Isimportant not to ignore
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common digestive problems.

n World Digestive
Health Day, Dr. P.
Piramanayagam,

Consultant Medical
Gastroenterologist, Apollo
Hospitals, Chennai talks about
the prevalence of digestive
issues, diagnosis, management,
treatment and prevention. He
said “Common digestive
problems are burning
sensation in the chest or

as they leave patients suffering
for alonger period of time. Their
productivity comes down as
these conditions affect
concentration at work. Further,
when digestive problemsare | eft
untreated for a long time, they
may develop into Cancer in a
small proportion of patients. So,
digestiveirregularities must not

=5 Dr. P. Piramanayagam

and healing of existing ulcers. It
involves long-term lifestyle
modifications and dietary
changes. Decreasing portion
size and eating more frequently,
avoiding deep-fried and spicy
food, giving up smoking and
alcohol consumption,
chocolates, coffee and nicotine,
and eating at least 2-3 hours
before
bedtimeetc.

paininthe upper abdomen.
Often these symptoms are
caused by Acid reflux from the
stomach into the food pipe,
medically known as GERD
(Gastro-Esophageal Reflux
Disease). Such digestive
diseasesareontherise, possibly
due to the changing dietary
habits, western food influences,
junk food, smoking, alcohol
consumption, unhealthy food
habits, not eating on time, lack
of sleep, stress and late-night
engagements, along with a
sedentary lifestyle that leads to
obesity”. “These digestive
conditions can be troublesome

be neglected. Consult a
Physician if any symptoms or
discomfort persists for an
unusually long time”. “Various
tests and procedures,
particularly upper Gl endoscopy
are done to examine a patient
with chronic GERD.
Advancements in medical
technology have ensured ways
to find out how much acid is
coming back from the stomach
and further confirmatory testsare
done.” “Once the diagnosis is
confirmed, the treatment is not
just restricted to taking
medi cation, managing symptoms

may lessen
reflux. One must try to be as
physically active as possible.
Half an hour of exercise every
day helpsalot for overall heath
and fitness. Those who are
overweight or obese must try to
lose weight”. “In recent times,
we have noticed a lot of
interaction between the gut and
the brain. Those with anxiety
and overwhelmed by pressure,
often develop digestive
problems. So, effective stress
management also improves
digestive conditions’.

Apollo Hospitals, Chennai.

can't afford to kegp national energies
on checkmating India, and Kashmir

contracting yet another fishy civil-
military cohabitation arrangement.
Instead, last week the prime
minister upped the military'srole
in national affairs by another
notch. Henceforth all potential
candidates for government posts,
including civil service officers
awaiting promotions, must have
their credentia scheck-marked by the
ISI. To be screened are Supreme
Court judges, top-level civil
servants, university professors, and
many others.Every intelligence
agency - CIA, KGB, RAW, and
Mossad included - provides
intelligence on foreign operations,
doescounterintelligence operations,
identifies sleeper cells, etc.
Everywherethereisatemptationto
use them against domestic
opponents by casting them as anti-
state. Although robust political
systems can resigt this, Pakistan's
hascertainly not. Thegovernment's
new directiveformaisingtheroleof
amilitary intelligence agency opens
a can of worms.Nabbing a
mischievous Kulbhushan Jadhav
from hereor thereisrelatively easy
- an lsradli-made Pegasus system
candowonders. But evaluating the
patriotism of those who were born
and live within Pakistan - and
consider themselvesloyal but free
citizens - is complicated.Certainly
no intelligence agency is
empowered to invent its own
definition of patriotism. Instead it
must follow the Constitution as
interpreted by parliament and
judiciary. But in practice, one
guestion leads to the next.ls an
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‘anti-Pakistan  element’
someone acting against the
peopleof Pakistan or, instead,
someone opposed to a
particular state policy? The
visibleusurpation of resources
by the country'sultra-richand
ultra-powerful ditehasblurred
the boundaries separating
national interests from
personal or organisational
interests. That thieves run
Pakistan is now athoroughly
mundane, boring, universal
accusation. Nevertheless,
journalists or insiders
exposing the theft of public
resources are branded
unpatriotic instead of being
celebrated as exemplary. Still
more problematic is the
identification of individuals
charged with being 'anti-
Pakistani' because they
oppose certain postures of the

state. Pakistan's political parties
regularly accuse each other of
being traitorous and puppets of
foreign masters. On matters of
religioudly inspired militancy we
have internal splits within the
military, judiciary, and between
politicians. How is some poor
mid-level intelligence officer,
whether uniformed or civilian, to
know what is patriotic and what
is not? This lies way above his
pay grade.Example: Inastring of
speeches, ex-PM Imran Khan
claims the Idamic Republic of
Pakistan will shatter into three
pieces unless the military
establishment - which catapulted
himinto power - reversesitsnew-
found neutrality and places him
back on top. He hintsthe army's
rank and file should disobey its
top leadership and has asked
families of military personne to
joinhis'million-man'ralies. Some

cal it sedition. Should Khan -
together with his minions and
toadies - be given a clean chit?
Or, instead, declared
traitor?Example: It  was
recommendedin December 2019
through court papers submitted
by the UK's National Crime
Agency that Shahbaz Sharif be
investigated for money-
laundering, fraud and corrupt
practices. Threeyearslater, NCA
decided not to prosecute. This
made PML-N crow victory. But
PTI says that withdrawal of the
case does not constitute
exoneration. It plausibly pointsto
other parts of Mr Sharif's
considerable wealth outside
Pakistan. Until those allegations
have been cleared, should the
current prime-minister becertified
asapatriot?Example: Thesecurity
establishment is tasked to
safeguard the life and property
of Pakistanis but some insiders
are dlied with terrorist groups.
The case of Ehsanullah Ehsan -
who oversaw the horrific
daughter of hundredsof civilians
and soldiers - is noteworthy.
Have our intelligence agencies
successfully ferreted out those
from within who allowed this
captured terrorist to escape to
Turkey fromatop security prison
facility? Dothe agencieshavethe
capacity to policethemsalves? Or
prove that only true patriots fill
their ranks?Example: TheBaoch
belong to amulti-ethnic state but
have long claimed mistreatment
by a Punjab-dominated centre.
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Urban floodsin Guwahati Environment and ItsImpact on Life
Ty o el

A

-

he city of Guwahati is

I located at the banks of
the river Brahmaputra

and several of its
tributariespass through the
city. Urban growth in the city
of Guwahati has been rapid,
with uncontrolleddevel opment
activities. Theseactivitieshave
had adetrimental impact onthe
ecology andenvironment of
thecity. Thecity issurrounded
by wet lands that under threat
due to the encroachmentand
unplanned urban devel opment
of thecity. Thecity isproneto
floods and landdlides and is
locatedon the earthquake
prone(zoneV) belt. In addition
to being vulnerable to these
natural hazards, thecity of
Guwahati and isfrequently af-
fected by seasonal flash
floods, which are not entirely
caused bynatural factors
done.There are many sectors
whicharedirectly related with
theresilience of Guwahéti city
against floodsand their related
impacts. Following arethekey
sectors that should be studied
tounderstand theriskprofile of
the city for devising suitable
strategiesfor resilience. These
include, housing and
urbanplanning; urban infra-
structure and services (water
supply, sewerage, natural and
storm water drainage, solid
waste management, el ectricity,
health); informal settlements
and dums; poverty and liveli-
hood; ecosystems and land-
use; emergency response
capacity.Based on the above-
mentioned Situation (hazards
and vulnerabilities), number of
agencies (government, hu-
manitarian and devel opment)
several experts have con-
ducted studieson or linkedwith
Guwahati and floods. These
studies differ in their scope,
timeframe and focus on
differentaspects such associo-
economic factors, climate
change, city development
plans, disaster
managementplanning, focus
onsingle or multiple hazards
etc. These studiesreflect use-
ful and micro level findings
that arerelevant to Guwahati
and the surroundingareas.
There are different studies
which reflect the same find-
ingswith minor changesin
the recentdevelopment of
new vulnerabilities. Instead
of conducing new study, it
is better to a conduct
reviewof studies that focus
on Guwahati and floods. This
serves as the rationale be-
hind conducting
thisstudy.The exercise is to
bring all the flood study
worksinoneplaceand review
the same for arriving at
theshort term and long term
measures for Guwahati for
finding asolution to the prob-
lem related to riskof floodsin
thecity.Urban floodingisone
of the most recurrent hydro-
meteorological disasterspres-
ently inthe world. A sizeable
portion of the world's popu-
|ation suffersfrom floodsev-
ery year in mgjor townsand
cities. Conveyance of flood-
watersin wash corridors and
arroyo floodplains that were
oncepredominantly overland
sheet flow or flow in rillsand
gullies, are now obstructed by
houses, fences,small buildings,
streets, and other obstructions
inhibiting their free flow .
Guwahati city situated in
thenorth-astern state of Assam
isfast becoming one such vic-
tim of flash floods that occur
due tounplanned growth. Tra-
ditional one-dimensional back-
water mode sareinadequateto
predict theunconfined flow
behaviour in such urban envi-

ronmentslike Guwahati and
if used, require too
manyassumptions regard-
ing flow diversonsand po-
tentia confinement. Two-di-
mensional flood
routingprograms can effi-
ciently smulate these com-
plex urban flood environ-
ments with accuracy and
detail.Hood hazard mapping
and flood inundation mod-
dling are the vital compo-
nents in flood
mitigationmeasures and
land use planning, and are
prerequistesfor thefloodin-
surance schemes. As flood
itselfcannot be prevented
but the damages due to
floodscanbemitigated with
proper planning
andpreparednessa commu-
nity level. For that it isvery
important toidentify thede-
gree of hazardassociated
with various portions of a
flood plain. Henceflood haz-
ard zonationisanimportant
component of overal flood
management strategy. Dur-
ing monsoon season, the
river Brahmaputra flows
over thedanger level andthe
low lying areas of Guwaheti
City face problemsof water
logging and floods. The
feeder drains to the main
channels runoverflowing,
and because of siltation
problemof drains, thecarry-
ing capacity is also
reducedsignificantly. The
water resource department
in response to these exist-
ing problems took
somedffectiveremedid mes:
sures like construction of
flood walls, installation of
high capacity pumpsinlow
lying areas, providing
duice gates on the chan-
nelsto control flow of wa-

ter and other
significantmeasures. Some
more proposed interven-
tions are under way, which
will address the existing
floodingproblemlikere-sec-
tioning of existing chan-
nels, construction of storm
water drains to carry
offexcessive flow into the
main channels, clearing the
existing channels from
waste disposal
andrestricting the drop of
sewer in those
channels.The remedial
recommendationsare pro-
vided at several levels
covering structural and
non-structural aspects.
The proposed structural
measures include: Inter
basin transfer of load, so
that in caseofexcessiveflow
inonechannd, theflow can
be directed to other river
withlesser load. The capac-
ity ofexisting drain chan-
nels need to be increased
asthe amount of excessive
water coming to them will
bebeyond the handling ca-
pacity of these channels
currently. Defining the sec-
tions  of existing
channels;so that the prob-
lem of encroachment over
them and thewastedisposal
inthem canbechecked. The
action pointsin this report
arederivedfromaliterature
review that considered

evaluations,reviews, re-
ports, lessons papers and
exigting practicesrelating
to the city of Guwahati
and floods.Most of these
documents relate to par-
ticular issuesof Guwahéti
with different direct orin-
direct linkwith urban
floods with focus on hu-
manitarian and develop-
ment aspects, as this is
where governmentand
humanitarian actors are
most likely to beinvolved
in disaster response and
risk reduction.Many fac-
tors, such as rapid urban
growth and a potentially
increased risk of extreme
weather events(especialy
floods), suggest that gov-
ernment and other devel-
opment actors will in-
creasingly beinvolved in
urban humanitarian re-
sponse in the city. This
will be a steep learning
curve: Guwahatiurbanar-
eas present unique chal-
lenges in terms of com-
plexity and scale, and
many existing ways
ofworkingwereoriginaly
developed to address
these challenges. How-
ever, the situation
currentlyappears to be a
topic with several unan-
swered questions, and
wheremany lessonshave
not been testedin the con-
text of Guwahdti . Asare-
sult, thisreport should be
seen asan attempt to cap-
ture what isknown at a
specific point intime and
based on existing
studies. The report based
on different studies
shows that the existing
vulnerabilitiesaretoo de-
bilitating forGuwaheti and
addressing these now, will
asohelpinbuildingresil-
ienceinthelongrun. The
last twochapters have
listed recommendations
and messures for under-
taking actionsat different
levels. Thereare some ef-
fortsthat concern depart-
ments can incorporate in
their response and or on-
going actions.The state
and district government
could support someof the
suggested actions. A
mainstreaming planhas

been provided by TERI to
implement the
sectoral strategies in a
recent (2013) study for
climateresilience in
Guwahati.A policy level
support from the state
government will ensure
sustainability of theini-
tiatives and al solead to
encouraging
implementabl e actions.

he Earth's Environ

I ment makesEarththe
only planet on the

solar systemwherelifeand
sustainability is possible.
From the beginning of time,
the Earth has provided all
the inhabitants of the
planet with everything they
need for their survival. On
the other hand, human be-
ings have exploited all the
natural resources for their
own selfish needsand have
rendered the planet like a
barren and ramshackle
land.Human beings are an
integral part of the environ-
ment and hold a huge re-
sponsibility to upkeep the
living conditions for their
own sake and for the sake
of al the inhabitants of the
planet, including plantsand
animals. The balanced man-
agement of natural re-
sources and the environ-
ment as a whole is crucia
for thewell-being of al liv-
ing beings and for the eco-
nomic growth of the entire
world. Managing the use of
resources effectively, both
renewable and non-renew-
able, can help solve the
many disputes between
countries, statesand people
for the power to claim at
least a part of the resources
astheir own. Itishightime
people understand that the
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M anas
National Park

passes through thze'héart of Ehe natio'nalrpark.'i;he Manas

health of theenvironment is
vital, and only if the envi-
ronment is hedthy will al
living beings have achance
of survival.The environ-
ment is the basic life sup-
port system for al living
things on planet Earth. Itis
acombination of naturd and
human-made components.
Natural componentsinclude
air, water, land andliving or-
ganisms. Roads, industries,
buildings, etc., are human-
made components. The
natural environment can be
differentiated into four main
components - Biosphere,
Lithosphere, Hydrosphere
and Atmosphere. The top-
most layer of the Earth is
called the Lithosphere,
whichisathin layer of soil
made of rocksand minerals.
The hydrosphere consists
of various types of water
bodieslike seas, oceans, riv-
ers, lakes, ponds, etc. Atmo-
sphere, consisting of water
vapour, gases and dust par-
ticles, isthelayer of air that
surrounds the Earth. The
living world consisting of
human beings, plants and
animals constitute the
biosphere. The environment
isdependent on theinterac-
tion between al the differ-
ent components. However,
human beings play a huge
roleinthemaking and bresk-

National Park was declared asanctuary on 1 October 1928
with an areaof 360 km2. Manasbio reservewas created in
1973. Prior to the declaration of the sanctuary, it was a
reserved forest called Manas R.F. and North Kamrup R.F.
It was used by the Cooch Behar royal family and Ragja of
Gauripur asahunting reserve. In 1951 and 1955, the area
was increased to 391 km2. It was declared aWorld Heri-
tage Sitein December 1985 by UNESCO. KahitamaR.F.
the Kokilabari R.F. and the Panbari R.F. wereadded inthe
year 1990 to form the Manas National Park. In 1992,
UNESCO declared it asaworld heritage sitein danger due
to heavy poaching and terrorist activities. On 25 February
2008, theareawasincreased to 500 km2. On 21 June 2011,
it wasremoved from the List of World Heritagein Danger
and was commended for itseffortsin preservation. There
isonly one forest village, Pagrang, in the core of the na-
tional park. Apart from thisvillage 56 more villages sur-
round the park. Many morefringe villagesaredirectly or
indirectly dependent onthe park.Palitical Geography: The
park areafallsinthefollowing districts: Chirang, Baksain
the autonomous territorial region, i.e BTR in the state of
AssaminIndia. Thepark isdividedinto threeranges. The
western range is based at Panbari, the central at Bansbari
near Barpeta Road, and the eastern at Bhuiyapara near
Pathsala. The ranges are not well connected; while two
major rivers need to beforded in going from the centre to
the Panbari, thereisarough trail (the Daimari road) con-
necting the centre to the eastern range. Most visitorscome
to Bansbari and then spend sometimeinside theforest at
Mathanguri on the Manasriver at the Bhutan
border.Physical Geography: Manasislocated inthefoot-

ing of the environment. Be-
ing the supreme most intel-
lectual power on Earth, hu-
man beings influence the
wellness of the environ-
ment to agreat extent. The
impact of the environment
on al living beings is di-
rectly proportional to the
way human beings treat
the environment. Any kind
of existence would not be
possiblewithout air, water
or land. Nothing to eat, not
a drop to drink and no-
whereto goisnot what we
or our future generations
should expect to have. Ev-
ery living thing depends
largely on the environment
for survival, and having a
clean and safe environ-
ment issolely in the hands
of the human beings. It is
required to conserve the
environment in order to
protect wildlifeand to pre-
servethe different species.
With the disastrous pace
of climate change, aresult
of pollution and exploita-

Natur al

Haflong isthe only hill
gation of Assam, laced with
[ush greenery, scenicviews
and mist-covered hills. Sit-
ting a an altitude of more
than 600 m above the sea
level, it is one of the best
places to escape when the
sunisbeaming with pridein
theplains. Thishilly terrain
is complemented with pan-
oramic landscapes is not
only a nature lover's haven
but also a place for those
seekingtranquillity. Thereis
another element that makes
it afavoured destination for
itsvidtors; itslocation, i.e.,
Northeast India, which fur-
ther offers you ample op-
tionsto havean excitingtrip
itinerary. Allindl, itisanided
getaway optionfor amemo-
rablevacation. If youarein
for atrip that will offer both
tranquillity and adrendine
rush, Haflong, aso known
as White Ant Hillock, is a
must-visit place. Read onto
get all details about this
beautiful destination from
Northeast India. Located in
the heart of the town,
Haflong Lakeis abeautiful
place for spending some
quiet and memorablehours.
In fact, it is one of the best

tion of the environment,
finding out ways to pro-
tect the environment from
any further damage should
bethefirst priority. Bring-
ing back the environment
toitsoriginal stateiscriti-
cally important and is the
only solution. Working to-
wardsacommon goa will
be the easiest and fastest
way to keep the environ-
ment from any more harm.
According to Ban Ki-
moon, " Saving our planet,
lifting people out of pov-
erty, advancing economic
growth... these are one
and the same fight. We
must connect the dots
between climate change,
water scarcity, energy
shortages, global health,
food security and women's
empowerment. Solutions
to one problem must be
solutions for al". Thisis
what we have to act on
and look forward to - find-
ing the dots, connecting
them and providing

beauty of

scenic spots in this region.
Here, youwill get an oppor-
tunity to indulge in some
leisure water activities and
aso boating facilities. Fish
lovers can go for angling,
whereas one can even opt
for spending some time in
solace by the lakeside.
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solutions.The leaders of
the world are working to
reduce the rapid degrada-
tion of the environment,
and there are organizations
likethe United Nationswho
come up with initiatives to
create awareness and get
people to take actions to
curb the problems of the
environment. Some of these
initiativesinclude the 2019
Sustainable Development
Summit, 2019 Climate Ac-
tion Summit, 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Develop-
ment, Paris Agreement and
many other programsthat in-
clude river conservation, af-
forestation, coastal manage-
ment, wetland conservation
and so on. While al these
measures are in action, indi-
vidudsareasoobligedtotake
stepsto preservetheenviron-
ment that everyone is a part
of. With everyonesefforts, we
canbesuretha dl of itwill defi-
nitely make a difference and
hdptheenvironmentinbecom-
ing hedlthy and sugtaineble.

Haflong

often captured and killed by
locals using bamboo poles,”
explains Dey. The mystery
remains largely unexplained
by ornithol ogists, and can be
viewed from an observatory
tower between themonths of
August and November. There
isaso avariety of speciesof

Jatinga, also known as the
'valley of deathfor birds, is
located around 9 km from
Haflong town.The shock-
ing phenomenon of migra-
tory bird suicides attracts
visitors and ornithologists
to the south of Haflong, a
20-km drive to Jatinga.
"That used to absolutely
fascinate us as children; it
usually happened on those
moonless, foggy nights,
and this huge number of
birdsjust flew straight down
towards the searchlights,
completely dazed, and died.
Unfortunately, they were

flowersand fruitsto enjoy at
Jatinga, famous for its hills
covered with the gorgeous
and rare purple orchid spe-
cies BlueVanda Onecandso
teke alook at and relish the
deliciousfruitsgrown hereat
the weekly farmers market,
such as pineapples, peaches,
and oranges, which are dlso
sent to other parts of
India.The hot springs at
Umrangso, also known as
Garampaani, are an excep-
tional gem that tourists can
enjoy, especialy as a de-
lightfully contrasting relief
during winter snowfalls.

he solar system
consists of the
sun, eight planets,

and sixty-seven satel-
lites of the planets, and
alarge number of small
bodies (comets and as-
teroids). Earlier, Pluto
was considered the
smallest planet but now
Pluto is not recognized
anymoreasaplanet. The
inner solar system com-
prises Sun, Mercury, Ve-
nus, Earth, and Mars.
Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus,
and Neptune form the
outer solar system.
These four planets are
massive in size; hence
they are called Giant
Planets. Each planet re-
volvesaroundthesunin
itsown orbits at its own
speed.

Let usexploredl the
celestial bodies present
inthe Solar system -

The Sun was born

4.6 hillionsof yearsago and
it was formed from a giant
rotating cloud of gassesand
dust known assolar Nebula.
The sun is the biggest star
present at the center of the
solar system. Itisaself-lu-
minous sphere of gasses.
Itsgravitational force holds
the entire solar system. It
hasaradiusof 695,508 kilo-
metersand is 150 millionki-
lometers away from Earth.
Mercury isthe smallest and
closest planet to the sun. It
is aso called Swift planet
because it completes its
revolutionin 88 earth days.
Itsdiameter isonly onethird
of Earth but its density is
about the same. The tem-
perature of thisplanet is as
high as450 degrees Celsius
in the mornings and nights

are freezing cold. The sur-
face of this planet is filled
with craters, mountainsand
valleys.

Venus is the second
closest planet to the sun
and the hottest. Venus is
the brightest planet and
hence called the morning
star. Venus is named after
the Roman Goddess of love

and beauty. Venus com-
pletes one revolution
around thesunin 255 earth
days. Venus spins clock-
wise on its orbits unlike
other planets. Itssurfaceis
covered with clouds, cra-
ters, mountains and lava
plains. The third planet in
the solar system is Earth.
Thisisthe only planet that

sustainslife. Itiscaled the
Blue planet because 70%
of the earth's surface is
covered with water. Earth
takes 365 daysto complete
one revolution around the
sun. This planet has only
one natural satellite, the
Moon. The fourth planet
from the sun in the solar
systemisMars. It appears
as a red-orange ball be-
cause of the presence of
ironoxideandsoitiscalled
the Red planet. It is the
second smallest planet af -
ter Mercury. Mars is
named after the Roman
God of war. Its surface is
covered with volcanoes,
craters all over. Jupiter is
the largest planet in the
solar system. Jupiter isrich
in hydrogen and helium

gasandsoitisalsocalled
aGasGiant planet. Jupiter
takes 4333 earth days to
complete one revolution
around the sun. This
planet has 79 satellites.
Jupiter has four rings.
Saturn is the least
dense planet in the solar
system. It is the second-
largest planet. Saturn can
float in water becauseitis
made up of gasses like
helium. The beautiful
rings around the planet
are made up of bitsof ice,
rock, and dust. Saturn re-
volvesvery dowly around
the sun. This planet is
named after theRoman God
of agricultureand wealth.
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Fresh landdidesreported in Assam

May 17, an official release said.The mighty Brahmaputra is flowing above
the danger mark at Nimatighat in Jorhat district.According to officials, em-
bankments, roads, bridges and other infrastructure have been damaged by
flood waters in Barpeta, Cachar, Chirang, Dhemaji, Goal para among other
areas.Meanwhile, state Congress president Bhupen Boarh led arally of party
members here to protest against the state government's alleged apathy to the
situation arising out of flash floods in the 'smart city'.The protesters, who
were wading through knee-deep water, were stopped by the police from pro-
ceeding further at a distance from the state party headquarters.

Former Assam Minister Lodges

lethal weapons which can cause injury, except by army and paramilitary. No
person or organisation shall take out any procession, rallies, agitational pro-
tests, or hold any public meeting without specific permission from the dis-
trict magistrate. No person shall burst any crackers, bombs, or other sound-
producing materials and display any fireworksin public places. No person or
organisation shall use any loudspeakers, microphones, or sound-amplifying
devices without obtaining specific permission from the district magistrate.
This order comes into force with immediate effect and shall remain valid
until further order comes," the Cachar administration said inits order.Cachar
superintendent of police Ramandeep Kaur said there were some protestsin
the Sonai and Katigorah areas of the district recently." After the protests, we
reached out to the persons involved and urged them not to provoke anyone.
They agreed to the terms, and there have been no protests since. To prevent
any further agitation or untoward incident, the district administration has
imposed Section 144 of the CrPC," Kaur said.The Congress party in Assam
has also lodged an FIR against Sharma and Jindal.

. . .

Congress party iscustodian
crore National Herald case pertaining to Sonia Gandhi-Rahul Gandhi, the
central agency ED has been interrogating the vice-president of the party for
the last two days. The Congress party has been organising protests in New
Delhi and different parts of the country to put spanner in the interrogation
processinitiated by theindependent organisation. Aspart of such programmes,
the Congress party created a volatile situation by staging demonstration in
front of Rajiv Bhawan in Guwahati today. Congress goons attacked ACP
Himanshu Shekhar Das who was present there with a posse of policemen to
control the situation. "This act is nothing but a barbaric act", opined Sharma.
The spokesperson said the Congress party always talks about law and order,
constitutional related matters and criticises the government but it seems that
they do not believe in democracy as come to the fore once again following
the attack on the police official Das. Similarly during the CAA movement the
Congress's act of vandalism perpetrated out by its goons at the historic
Kalakshetra; chaos and anarchy in other parts of the city is still fresh in the
minds of the people of Assam, Sharmaadded. Sharma further urged the gov-
ernment to take stern action as per law against the Congress goons who at-
tacked the police on duty

CM Himanta Biswa Sarma praise

& focuswho would be adequately skilled," the Assam CM tweeted. Defence
Minister Rgjnath Singh unveiled a new scheme called "Agnipath" for the
recruitment of soldiersin the Army, the Navy and the Air Force, largely on a
short-term contractual basis, with an aim to cut the ballooning salary and
pensions bill."The Cabinet Committee on Security has taken a historic deci-
sion today to approve the transformative scheme of 'Agnipath’. Under this,
Indian youth would be granted an opportunity to get inducted into the Armed
services. Under the 'Agnipath’ scheme, effortsare to create ayouthful profile
of the Armed forces," Singh said while addressing a press conference in the
national capital today.The Union Minister said, "It would help to train them
for new technologies and also improve their health levels. This scheme will
increase employment opportunities with new skillsin different sectors." The
Defence Minister said that the entire nation, especially our youth, treats the
armed forces with respect. "Every child aspires to wear an army uniform at
some point in their lifetime," he said.Asking the youth to have a "youthful
profile", he said, "Youthful profile will also have the advantage that they can
be easily trained for new technologies, and their health and fitness level will
also be better." Agnipath scheme aims to make the Army afuture-ready fight-
ing force capable of meeting multiple challenges across the full spectrum of
conflict, Indian Army Chief General Manoj Pande said on Tuesday. Speaking
at the press conference today, the Indian Army chief said, "Agnipath scheme
aims to make the Army a future-ready fighting force capable of meeting
multiple challenges across the full spectrum of conflict and it will increase
the technical threshold of the Army by recruiting 'Agniveers through ITIs
and other tech-institutes." The Army chief highlighted that 'Agniveers' will
be assimilated and integrated into Army in every way. "We will ingtitute a
fair, transparent and scientific method in screening initial intake of four years
and apply similar yardsticksto select thosewho will get enrolled... ‘Agniveers
will be assimilated and integrated into Army in every way," he said." There
won't be any compromise on the skillset of Agniveers. We will deploy
Agniveers on borders," Chief Of Army Staff General Manoj Pande said.

Mamata convenes key Opposition

NCP, DMK, RJD and the Left parties attended the meeting at the
Constitution Club of India in Delhi. However, Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP), Telangana Rashtra Samithi (TRS), Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD) and Odisha's ruling BJD have stayed away from the Opposi-
tion parties meeting. As per ANI sources, AAP will take a decision
only after the candidate for the Presidential election is announced.
CPI's Binoy Viswam said it was decided that "there was consensus
in the meeting that there should be only one candidate who is ac-
ceptableto all". RIJD's Manoj Jha said the Opposition leaders would
convince Pawar to reconsider his decision as he was the "right"
candidate.Congress, Shiv Sena, CPI, CPI(M), CPI(ML), National
Conference, PDP, JD(S), RSP, IUML, RLD and the JMM were
among the parties that attended the meeting called by TMC supremo
Mamata Banerjee. NCP's Sharad Pawar and Praful Patel, Congress'
Mallikarjun Kharge, Jairam Ramesh and Randeep Surjewala, H D
Deve Gowda and H D Kumaraswamy of the JD(S), Akhilesh Yadav
of the SP, Mehbooba Mufti of the PDP, Omar Abdullah of the Na-
tional Conference were among the significant leaders present at the
meeting in Delhi. On Tuesday, Banerjee and Left party leaders met
NCP chief Sharad Pawar at his residence separately to convince
him to be the consensus opposition candidate for the top constitu-
tional job, PTI reported. Last week, the West Bengal CM had reached
out to the Opposition leaders urging them to attend a meeting on
June 15 in New Delhi to chalk out ajoint strategy for the polls.The
Election Commission announced earlier that polling for the next
President of Indiawill be held on July 18. As many as 4,809 elec-
tors comprising MPs and MLAs will vote to elect the next Presi-
dent. Incumbent President Ram Nath Kovind's term ends on July
24. The BJP's candidate is expected to secure a comfortable win
considering the saffron party's strength in Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha, as well asin several state assemblies

Pijush Hazarikatook charge

departmental officers to ensure the smooth implementation of government
schemesfor personswith disabilities. The minister also took stock of the schol-
arships and other benefits of Scheduled Caste (SC) and Other Backward
Classes (OBC) students.The department will provide special assistance to
SC and OBC candidates who have passed the preliminary examination of the
national public service commission, announced Hazarika.

Gauhati University Exams

students. A member of the student body said that to top it all, semester exami-
nations are underway in the university and all of the hindrances has made it
difficult to concentrate on studies for the students.In that regard, the students
union held talks with the vice-chancellor of GU, Professor Pratap Jyoti
Handiqueto try and come up with away to ease the problemsfor students.At
the end of the meeting, the union member mentioned that talks were
fruitful.Meanwhile, the university authorities announced that all examina-
tions till June 20 will be postponed.The GU authorities also mentioned that
other examinations to be held on later dates will go ahead as schedul ed.

Extremely Heavy Rains

June 15-16.According to weather.com meteorol ogists, the daily precipitation
in the region could be as high as 150-200 mm. And with the total five-day
rainfall likely to pile up beyond 500 mm, flooding and landslides will be
genuine possibilities across the northeastern states thisweek.In view of these
predictions, Assam and M eghal aya have been placed on ared warning during
the entirety of this forecast period; the aert instructs their residents to 'take
action' in order to protect themselves from inclement weather. The rest of
the northeastern states, meanwhile, will be placed under an orange alert,
which urges the people to 'be prepared' for rough conditions.Meanwhile, in
the same forecast period, the same meteorological factors are expected to
dump some precipitation in the neighbouring eastern states of Bihar,
Jharkhand, Odisha and Gangetic West Bengal as well as the adjoining cen-
tral subdivisions of East Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Maharashtra's
Vidarbha. But unlike in the northeast, the onset of the southwest monsoon
is yet to occur over most of these states.L astly, as far as the monsoon pre-
cipitation over the Northeast is concerned, its distribution has varied from
state to state.Between June 1 and 13, Meghalaya (555mm) has recorded a
whopping 120% 'large excess rainfall ascompared to itslong-term average
for this period, whereasthe rainsover Arunachal (181.7 mm), Assam (177.2
mm), Nagaland (97.4 mm) and Sikkim (189.6 mm) have remained in the
‘'normal’ category.But on theflip side, Mizoram (72 mm) and Manipur (58.4
mm) have recorded 'deficit’ precipitation figures, while Tripura (79.9 mm)
has suffered a'large deficit' thus far.

Police Detain Congress L eaders
for Protesting Against ED's
Summon to Rahul Gandhi

Guwabhati, June 15: TheAssam Pradesh Congress Committee (APCC) lead-
ersincluding President Bhupen Borah have been detained by police follow-
ing a protest at Rajiv Bhawan against the summon issued by Enforcement
Directorate to party leader Rahul Gandhi. Today isthethird day that the Con-
gress leader has been questioned by the probe agency.The Congress leaders
also staged protest on Monday against the ED summon to Rahul Gandhi after
which they were detained. The supporters were marching from Rajiv Bhawan
to the ED office in Chandmari when the police detained them at
Bhangagarh.Police had been deployed outside Rajiv Bhawan and barricades
had been erected to stop the rally. When the protesters tried to breach the
barricades, the police arrested them. They were later rel eased.On Wednesday
too, they carried a protest march after which they were detained by police.
Borah alleged that Rahul is being quizzed to downplay the Nupur Sharma
backlash. "In the same allegation brought by ED, Rahul Gandhi got a clean
chit way back in 2015. Since the Nupur Sharma case has tarnished theimage
of the Prime Minister globally, the ED isbeing used to divert attention," Borah
told media persons.Several Congress legidators, even those who were plan-
ning dissidence, joined the protest march, expressing solidarity with Rahul
Gandhi. Deputy CLP leader Rakibul Hussain, MLA Nurul Hooda and MP
Abdul Khaleque among several other leaders joined the protest along with
other wings of the party.

Pakistan in trouble: Whole country
Is plunged into 'Darkness, Imran
Khan in a state of shock

Islamabad, June 15: Pakistan's economy is going through a difficult time.
Therate of pricerise has reached 13.8 per cent. Due to which the food crisis
has also reached a miserable state.Pakistan's electricity crisis is becoming
more and more acute. Due to lack of fuel, electricity cannot be generated in
the country. As a result, the period of black out is getting longer. Which in-
creased to 12 hours now. This situation is reminiscent of Sri Lanka. Mean-
while, adding to the fears, the Pakistani administration has said that the blackout
period may be extended in the coming days.In fact, the amount of fuel in the
country isincreasingly running out. A few days ago, the Shahbaz Sharif gov-
ernment took several decisionsasaprecautionary measure.1. Work from home
has been made mandatory in many offices.2. Orders have been issued to end
the wedding ceremony before 10 pm.3. Steps are al so being taken to turn off
the street lights at certain intervals.4. The use of air conditioning devices has
been restricted.However, despite these warnings, it is not possible to pull the
plug onthefuel crisis. Sothetimelimit of black out isincreasing. Many cities
of the country, including Islamabad, are submerged in darkness. Pakistan's
economy is going through a difficult time. The rate of price rise has reached
13.8 per cent. Dueto which thefood crisis has also reached a miserable state.
Imran Khan, who has just been in astate of shock, has expressed fear that this
time the common Pakistani citizens will have to burn morein the burning of
hunger. All in all, the situation is becoming increasingly dire. New Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif is desperate to get out of this situation. But he's get-
ting more and more of ahard job. The price of natural gasis becoming more
and more expensive. Realizing that in this situation, it is no less challenging
to handle the situation by continuously buying it at the cost of the knot, he
said in the beginning of Junethat it is difficult for them to buy expensive fuel
in this way. Because there is also a shortage of money in the treasury. All in
all, the Pakistani administration, whichisvery uncomfortable, istrying to get
rid of this situation, but the task is becoming increasingly difficult.

'l respect Hinduism a million times
morethan Islam’, says politician
who supports Nupur Sharma

New Delhi, June 15: Dutch far-right politician Geert Wilders, who courted
controversy for supporting suspended BJP leader Nupur Sharma who made
controversial comments on Prophet Muhammad, has come up with another
explosive comment. Wilders was being trolled after supporting Sharma and
many peopl e asked him when 'going to criticise Hinduism'.In one of hislatest
tweets, Wilders wrote, "Cultural relativism is a misleading concept. People
are equal but cultures are not. A culture based on humanity and freedom is
always better than a culture based on intolerance and submission. Therefore |
respect Hinduismamillion timesmorethan Ilam.” Geert Wilders, whoisknown
for repeatedly taking a tough stance against Islamic extremism in his country,
had extended his support to the BJP leader after she made controversial com-
ments about Prophet Muhammed during a TV debate. The Dutch politician
took it to Twitter and shared multiple screenshots of threats. " So thisis what |
get supporting the brave #NupurSharma. Hundreds of death threats. It makes
me even more determined and proud of supporting her. For evil may never win.
Never. #lsupportNupurSharma," he said in a tweet. The screenshots Wilders
posted on Twitter contained vulgar threat messages and even indicated adesire to
nate him. Earlier, on June 6, he claimed that Nupur Sharma gave the right
information. India should stand in her support. Wildersin a twest, that supported
Nupur Sharmas controversid comments, has said, "It is ridiculous that Arab and
Idamic countries are angered by Indian politician Nupur Sharma's statement for
gpesking thetruth about Prophet Muhammad who indeed married Aishawhen she
was Six years old and consumed the marriage when she was nine.

Retail outlets opened
at LGBIA

Assam Rising, Palasbari, June 15: Observing the increasing number of pas-
sengers daily, Three new retail outlets were opened at the LGBI Airport dur-
ing last week. The outlets were inaugurated by Chief Airport Officer Utpal
Baruah. The new outlets like WK Life, Toscee and Feeling perfume were
opened at the security holding area of the terminal. WK Life is a London
based company that dealsin electronic gadgets and accessories. Toscee deals
inanimpressiveline-up of fashion garments, scarvesand accessorieswhereas,
Feeling perfume deals in a sophisticated and understood oriental gourmand
scent that is pleasing, happy and classy.

World Elderly Abuse
Awar eness Day observed

Assam Rising,
North Lakhimpur,
June15: World Eld-
erly Abuse Aware-
ness Day observed
in Lakhimpur Com-
merce Collegetoday
with calls to extend __:=

support to the age ¥

ing people On this

occasion, a meeting :

was organized by the Anti- Sexual Harassment Cell of the college which was
chaired by the Vice-Principal of the college Gopal Kumar Chetry. The objec-
tive of the meeting was explained by Mahesh Bhagawati, convener of the
cell. Sazzad Hussain, HoD of English of the college and eminent columnist,
attended the meeting as resource person. In his address, Hussain laid the
programme of action adopted by the UN on elderly care in the current de-
cade. The meeting was also addressed by Dr. Sikhamoni Borgohain of the
Department of Economics. The meeting was concluded with vote of thanks
by Bahnisikha Bordoloi, member of the Anti-Sexual Harassment Cell of
Lakhimpur Commerce College.

House torched by wild
elephant in Kachugaon

Assam Rising, Gossaigaon, June 15: Fear and psychosis looming large
among the people in Panbari village as a group of wild elephants recently
damaged everything in one Gaida Narzary's residence in Kokrajhar District.
Thevictim said that agroup of wild elephants at about 9.30 pm entered Tipkai,
Panbari village and damaged everything that came before him. The victims
have called upon the government to compensate for the damage caused by
thewild elephants. The victim al so regretted that damaging of houses by wild
animals has become a common phenomenon for which the people of the vil-
lage have been spending a nightmare everyday and to stop this sought forest
personnels help. He also said that proper fencing of the area might help to
overcome the problem.

School awareness
program held at
Angerkhowa Chariali

Assam  Rising,
North Lakhimpur, :
June 15: Under the ;
aegis of District To-
bacco Control
Cell(DTCC),
Lakhimpur and in

collaboration with _._.~,.-

Assam Cancer Care

Foundation

(ACCF), a school

awareness-cum- wl -
sensitisation programme on Tobacco and Health was held at Angerkhowa
Chariali H.S. School, North Lakhimpur today. In the programme, which was
anchored by the Principal of the school Khirod Gogoi, DNO,DTCC,
Lakhimpur Dr. Dhiren Saikia, District Health Manager,ACCF, Dr. Diptimoni
Das, ACCF Dentist Dr. Ankita Ghosh and ACCF team member Sanjiv Kumar
Baithaattended and highlighted before the pupils on the harmful aspects of using
tobacco. Sanjiv Kumar Baitha further spoke on various facilities available in
Lakhimpur Cancer Hospital. Organizing such a beneficial programme for the
students, Principal Khirod Gogoi thanked the organizer aswell as the collabora-
tor. Besides the students, dl the teaching and non-teaching staff of Angerkhowa
Charidi H.S. Schoolswere present in the awareness programme

|
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Diphu- BJP Sate Executive meeting
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ATTS announced
its squad for the
forthcoming Junior
and Youth National
Table Tennis
Championship

GUWAHATI, June 15 : Assam Table Tennis
Association announced its squad for the forthcoming
Junior and Youth National Table Tennis Championship
which will be held in Kerala from June 17. Current Sub
Junior National champion Priyanuj Bhattacharjee will
also represent Assam in the competition. The squad:
Junior Boys: Hridoy Jyoti Sarmah, Adhiraja Hazarika,
Ayaan Aziz and Shreyas Das. Girls: Bhumika Kaushik,
Harshita Das, Bhavna Kashyap, Dhanistha Saikia.
Youth Boys: Agniv Bhaskar Gohain, Arka Kumar Gogoi,
Hridoy Jyoti Sarma and Ahnik Gautam Bhatta. Youth
Girls: Trisha Gogoi, Harshita Das, Bhumika Kaushik
and Akansha Deka. Coach: Hrishikesh Bora. Manager:

Ranjit Kumar Dutta.

Saracens Premiership title would
be career highlight, says Maro Itoje

London, June 15 : Maro Itoje
says victory for Saracens in

Saturday's Gallagher
Premiership final would rank
alongside the most

satisfying achievements of
his career after the upheaval
caused by the club's
relegation to the
Championship for salary
cap breaches.The England
lock forward was among a
number of senior players
who gathered for a summit
meeting in the Wicked Lady
pub near Harpenden to
decide how they should
respond to the club's
demotion to the second tier

for the 2020-21
season.Once they had
been reassured England
would still consider them,
Itoje and his most
experienced teammates all
resolved to stay at
Saracens with the aim of
propelling the club back to
the kind of big occasion
that awaits at Twickenham.
"It was a tumultuous
period where there was a
lot of uncertainty, a period
when we didn't really know
what was happening," said
Itoje."That coincided with
Covid so there was double
trouble. But I still felt

Saracens was the
environment where I could
achieve all of my goals. No
one really wants to play in
the Championship but I still
felt Saracens was the right
long-term place for me to
have the type of career I
want to have."Having
finished second in the
regular season table and
battled past Harlequins in
the semi-final, Itoje now
wants to finish the job by
overcoming Leicester at
Twickenham. The squad
have recently been picking
the brains of guest speakers
such as Eddie Howe, Sean

Royal Ascot

Bay Bridge can step up to big
time in £1m Prince of Wales

London, June 15 : Just five
runners go to post for the
Prince of Wales's Stakes at
Royal Ascot on Wednesday,

Wales comeback thwarted
by Memphis Depay's
last-gasp Netherlands winner

London, June 15 :Last
week, after the Netherlands
snatched victory in the
94th minute in Cardiff,
Gareth Bale conceded that
Wales must master the dark
arts and add a streetwise
streakif they are to prosper
at their first World Cup in
64 years. After Memphis
Depay rattled in a stoppage
time winner here, seconds
after Bale equalised from the
penalty spot, it was an
agonising case of deja vu.
But even if another game

against the same
opposition ended in
maddening fashion,

succumbing to defeat at the
last for the second time in
six days, Wales may be the
only of the home nations to
come out of the past
fortnight of never-ending
matches  with  any
discernible credit.Twenty
minutes before kick off the
stadium announcer made a
point of congratulating
Wales on reaching Qatar
2022 and while they appear
generally in rude health,
this was another galling
denouement.Bale, who
entered from the bench
with 20 minutes to play,
levelled two minutes into
added time but Depay, also
a substitute, feasted on
some sloppy defending to
render Wales's comeback
worthless. Brennan
Johnson's second
nerveless finish in four

days had pulled a goal
back after the Netherlands
raced into a two-goal lead
courtesy of Noa Lang and
Cody Gakpo.Afterwards,
Bale could be forgiven for
thinking he was repeating
himself. "It's hard to take
but I'd rather this happen
now and we address it
than it happen at the World
Cup," he said. "We have
to use these Nations
League games to improve
and get better. I was
saying in the changing
room, we're in league A
playing against big teams,
and of course we are
disappointed we conceded
late, but we're competing
with these big teams in
every game now and it's just
the finer details we need to
iron out. If we can do that it
will put us in a good place
for the World Cup."Louis
van Gaal has never been
one to mince his words and
so his criticism of De Kuip

Paul Pogba reaches verbal
agreement to rejoin
Juventus on free transfer

Milan, June 15 : Juventus expect Paul Pogba to sign a
contract with them at the beginning of next month after a
verbal agreement was reached for the midfielder's

return.Pogba's departure
from Manchester United at
the end of his deal has been
confirmed and Juventus
have agreed to pay a net
salary of «8m (£7m) a season
before bonuses. Final details
for the move are being
discussed.The
international rejected an
approach from Manchester

France

City and is poised to rejoin the club where he spent four
seasons from 2012. It means Juventus would twice have
signed him for nothing after his exits from United and sold
him back to the Premier League club for £93.2m in
between.Pogba won Serie A in each of his four seasons at
Juventus. The club finished fourth last season, 16 points
off the champions, Milan, and have turned the forward
Federico Chiesa's loan from Fiorentina into a permanent
transfer.Inter are continuing to push to sign Romelu
Lukaku. The striker has been clear with Chelsea that he
wants to leave and Inter are the only club he is interested
in. Talks over a loan fee are continuing and Lukaku, who
had a successful spell with Inter from 2019-21, is ready to
take a salary cut to make the move.
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on the eve of this game was
in keeping with his character.
The Netherlands - and
former Ajax - manager
described Feyenoord's
stadium as "a load of old
crap", a pristine pitch its
only redeeming feature, and
complained about having to
do his half-time team talk
against Poland last Saturday
with his back to a dozen of
his players owing to space
constraints. However, his
side certainly seem to enjoy
playing here and it is now 30
matches without defeat in
Rotterdam.

the first £1m race at the
meeting, and while that
might seem a poor return
for a seven-figure
investment, all five have a
live chance on the pick of
their form.It is an
international field, too, with
Shahryar, the Sheema
Classic winner on World
Cup night in Dubai,
attempting to become the
first Japanese-trained
winner at the Royal
meeting, while Joseph
O'Brien sends State Of Rest
from Ireland, hoping to add
a win as a trainer after
having taken this race as a
jockey aboard So You
Think in 2012.Baaeed
ridden by Jim Crowley, on
their way to winning the
Queen Anne Stakes at
Royal Ascot.Like Lord
North and Grand Glory,
those two also have Group
One-winning form in the
book. But all four have a
big fight on their hands
against Bay Bridge (3.40),
who is stepping up to the
highest level for the first

time.Sir Michael Stoute's
colt was a deeply impressive
winner of the Brigadier
Gerard Stakes, looking
every inch a Group One
performer as he powered
five lengths clear in the final
furlong. That was just the
seventh start of his career
and offered every sign that
the best is yet to
come.Royal Ascot 2.30
Wesley Ward has won this
four times since 2009 so
Love Reigns, highly
impressive on debut at
Keeneland in April, will be
apopular choice. She could
face an unusually strong
opponent in Dramatised,
however, as Karl Burke's
filly posted a good time to
win at Newmarket in
April.Royal Ascot 3.05 The
race was over before it had
really started for Nahanni in
the Derby at Epsom, as he
was slow to stride and then
stayed on into seventh. His
earlier form puts him very
much in the mix here,
however, and the step up to
14 furlongs should suit.

Dyche and Alastair
Campbell and are hungry to
secure a first title since 2019.
"I don't really like ranking
things, but this would be
right up there," confirmed
Itoje."Leicester are a top
team and we need to make

sure we play our best rugby
but this would be an
amazing achievement for
the club if we do achieve it.
The mentality of the
players at this club,
particularly the senior
players, is that we want to

have successful careers.
Not just a successful year
or couple of years but a
successful career."In order
to have that you need to
have the hunger to go
again. If you look at the top
athletes from different parts
of the world, whatever sport
they play, they go after it
year after year. That is the
mentality of a lot of players
at  this club."Itoje,
meanwhile, believes the
final needs to be made more
tempting to non-rugby
supporters if the club game
is to boost its popularity. "If
you were to compare it to
other major sporting events
- the Champions League
final, the Monaco Grand Prix
- they're events people
don't want to miss.

Liverpool confirm
Darwin Nunez signing in
£85m deal from Benﬁca

Liverpool, June 15 :
Liverpool have announced
the signing of Darwin
Nuiiez from Benfica for a fee
that could reach £85m.The
Uruguay international, who
turns 23 next week, was the
top scorer in Portugal's top
flight last season with 26
goals and scored 34 in total,
including one in each leg of
Benfica's Champions League
quarter-final with
Liverpool. His arrival on a six-
year contract should clear the
way for Sadio Mané to join
Bayern Munich. Talks are
continuing over a transfer for
the Senegal forward who has
indicated he wants a new
challenge.The initial fee for
Nuiiez will be £64m but that
fee could rise to £85m should
he reach certain milestones
in his Liverpool career,
including winning the
Champions League. The
signing is subject to
international clearance and
work-permit approval.
Liverpool see the signing

as a statement of intent in
their attempt to challenge
Manchester City for the
Premier League title and is
another feather in the cap
for the new sporting
director, Julian Ward, who
moved quickly to fend off
interest from Manchester
United.Ward, who is
stepping into the role
vacated by the influential
Michael Edwards, was a key
player in the January
recruitment of Luis Diaz and
the club believe getting the
deal done early will allow
Nuiiez to settle in and enjoy
a full pre-season. The striker,
who is expected to earn
around £140,000 per week at
Anfield, told the official club
website: "I'm really happy
and delighted to be here at
Liverpool. It's a massive
club."I'd like to thank my
partner and my parents and
my son, who is a real source
of pride for me. They've
been really important to me
in the stages in my career.

I'm really proud of them,
and for the work we do, me
and my partner, as a team
and I'm grateful to her that
I'm here."It's a pleasure to
be here in Liverpool and I'm
very happy to be a part of
this great club. I've played
against Liverpool and I've
seen them in lots of games
in the Champions League,
and it's my style of play.
There are some great
players here and I think
it's going to suit my style
of play here."As I say,
I've watched quite a lot
and it's a very big club
and I hope I can give
everything that I've got in
order to help the team."

British wildcard Ryan
Peniston stuns top seed Casper
Ruud at Queen's Club

Wimbledon, June 15 : In
his first ATP main draw

Australian cricketer enters record
books with 309 off 140 balls

Melbourn, June 15 :
Australian blind cricket
team opener Steffan Nero

has smashed a
longstanding world record
with an astonishing

unbeaten 309 off 140 balls
at the International Cricket
Inclusion  Series.The
wicketkeeper-batter's triple
century broke the previous
benchmark of 262 not out,
set by Pakistan's Masood
Jan at the 1998 Blind Cricket
World Cup."It's a dream in
itself to play for Australia
so to make a century for
Australia is one of those
lifelong memories you will
never forget," Nero said
after making his third
straight century at the
tournament in Brisbane.It
followed knocks of 113 (off
46 balls) and 101 not out
(47), and leaves him with a
scarcely believable average
of 523. It also included the
first six of the tournament,
amagnificent reverse sweep
over the ropes at Shaw
Park."Sometimes in an over
I decide, 'OK I'm going to
try to take this guy
downtown and hit him out
of the park'," Nero said.
"This ball hit the right spot.
One of my strengths is the
reverse. I've built that up

over the years, playing
that reverse sweep all the
time."When it went over
the boundary for six [ was
very happy with that. But
I was also annoyed I hit
the ball in the air, because
when you verse the best
nations in the world,
they'll most likely catch
you."Needless to say,
after Nero's innings

propelled his side to a

total of 541-2 off 40 overs,
Australia won the match by
a mammoth 269 runs. The
host nation leads the series
against New Zealand 6-0,
with two further ODIs to be
played before the series
concludes on Friday.The
tournament in Brisbane is
the first time since 2019
that all three Australian
squads - blind, deaf and
intellectual disability - have

competed at international
level. Due to the disruption
of Covid-19, Nero has not
represented Australia since
2018 at the ODI World Cup
in Dubai."It's been a long
time," he said. "But no
matter who we are playing,
we always like to put in
100% and put the
Australian spirit on show.
All we really want to do is
play cricket."Nero said the
secret to his success was a
lot of hard work and
dedication. "It's a lot of
evenings, weekends, along
with university and work it
can be quite a lot at time,"
he said. "But also the
support around me. There
have been days when I
didn't want to train but
[coach Jason Stubbs] said
'keep going' and pushed
me through."Blind cricket
is  much like the
conventional form of the
game, with a few key
differences - the ball is
plastic and makes a noise
when it moves, and the
stumps are made of metal
to generate more noise
when stuck by the ball.
Bowling is underarm and
the ball must bounce at
least twice before it reaches
the batter.

match, Great Britain's
Ryan Peniston pulled off
the greatest win by far of
his young career as he
toppled Casper Ruud, the
top seed and recent
French Open finalist, 7-6
(4), 7-6 (2) in the first
round of the Queen's

Club Championships."I
can't really believe it, it
feels like a dream," he said.
"I didn't get much sleep
last night thinking about
this match. It doesn't feel
real."Peniston, 26, spent
the formative years of his
career playing in college
at the University of
Memphis, making his
first full professional
season in 2019. He is a
survivor of
rhabdomyosarcoma, a soft
tissue cancer that he was
diagnosed with as a
toddler."I went into
hospital and had to have
chemotherapy and then
surgery, and then more
chemotherapy," he said.
"Lasted about 18
months. So yes, it was

definitely a difficult start
to my life. I don't
remember much but from
my parents and my
brothers I think it must
have been a pretty tough
time, but yes, I had the
amazing doctors,
amazing nurses that

helped me through that
and my family."He arrived
at Queen's Club in his
best season, rising from
his ranking of 268 at the
beginning of the year to
his current ranking of
180, a career high, after
back-to-back Challenger
quarter-finals at Surbiton
and Nottingham.Those
victories earned
Peniston his first main-
draw wildcard at Queen's
Club. Faced with an
unwelcome draw against
Ruud, the world No 5,
Peniston soared. He
served well and
continually set the pace
with his tricky lefty game,
controlling the baseline
and making Ruud, 23,
uncomfortable in defence.
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Serena Williams granted wildcard
into Wimbledon singles draw

Wimbledon, June 15 :
Serena Williams will make
her long-awaited return to
the game from a one year
layoff after she was granted
a wildcard into the
Wimbledon singles draw.In
an Instagram post on Tues-
day, she announced her re-
turn by including a picture
of her trainers and ankle
braces on grass with her
tennis bag in the back-
ground. Williams captioned
the photo: "SW and SW19.
It's a date. 2022, see you
there."The All England
Club later confirmed
Williams's return to indi-
vidual competition by an-
nouncing her as a wildcard
recipient. The wildcard an-
nouncements were sup-
posed to be made on
Wednesdaytoday but the
fanfare around Williams's
possible presence led to an

earlier reveal. Wimbledon
begins on 27 June.In her
post, Williams additionally
tagged the Eastbourne in-
ternational,  the  pre-
Wimbledon WTA event
that begins next week. She
will take her first steps back
on to the match court when
she competes in the
doubles draw with
Tunisia's Ons Jabeur, the
singles world No 4."l am
excited to return to the
Rothesay International
Eastbourne in England and
to be back on the grass. - a
surface that has been so
good to me throughout my
career. Eastbourne has a
unique charm that you
don't see anywhere else on
Tour and I'm looking for-
ward to playing in front of
the fans again," Williams
said in a statement. Will-
iams has not competed

since a Wimbledon first-
round match against
Aliaksandra Sasnovich
last year, when she slipped
on the wet grass and was
forced to retire early in the
first set with a left leg injury.
Inthe meantime, her ranking
has fallento 1,208.Since she
did not apply for a pro-
tected ranking before
Wimbledon, she did not
appear on the entry list and
she required a wildcard to
enter the event. With 23
grand slam singles titles,
Williams holds the Open era
grand slam record. At
Wimbledon, she has won
seven singles titles, six
women's doubles titles

alongside her sister, Venus,
and also the mixed doubles
title in 1998.After winning
her 23rd grand slam title

while pregnant with her
daughter, Olympia, in Aus-
tralia in 2017, Williams re-
turned from maternity leave
in 2018. While she has
reached four grand slam fi-
nals since then, including at
Wimbledon in 2018 and
2019, she was unable to win
a set in those finals. She
turns 41 on 26 September.
Despite not competing over
the past year, Williams has
remained in the public eye.
She was most a producer
along with her sisters, Ve-
nus and Isha, for the Oscar-
nominated film King Rich-
ard. This article includes
content  provided by
Instagram. We ask for your
permission before anything
is loaded, as they may be
using cookies and other
technologies. To view this

content, click 'Allow and
continue'.As Williams failed
to appear on entry lists
throughout the season,
there was ample uncer-
tainty about whether she
would ever return to the
sport. Such discussion was
only  accentuated by
Williams's longtime coach,
Patrick Mouratoglou, an-
nouncing in April that he
would no longer be working
with Williams after joining
forces with the former world
No I SimonaHalep. Williams
will instead be accompanied
by Eric Hechtman, who nor-
mally coaches Venus.The
status of Venus Williams re-
mainsuncertain. Theelder Wil-
liams, a five-time Wimbledon
champion with seven major
singles titles overall, has not
competed since August.

Team bonding and fan attention: Ruturaj
life in and out of the bubble

Gaikwad on

New Delhi, June 15 : The
ongoing T20I series
against South Africa is
the first one for the India
players without a bio-se-
cure bubble environment
following the covid pan-
demic. After the third
match on Tuesday in
Visakhapatnam, Ruturaj
Gaikwad spoke about the
differences between the
two phases, saying that
team bonding had in-
creased during bubble

life, and that players were
now adjusting to the in-
creased attention and dis-
tractions of a normal
existence."Being in a
bubble was tough for a
longer period of time,"
Gaikwad said. "But one
good thing I felt was that
the team bonding in-
creased, in whichever team
I played for, be it an [PL (In-
dian Premier League) team
or for the Indian team. There
were a lot of team activities

together. That has really
helped and that will stay for
the coming years as
well."Coming out of the
bubble, there are a lot of
fans in this country, and a
lot of people are gathering
near you. And this is the
first series (without the
bubble) so everyone is tak-
ing time to adjust to it,"
Gaikwad added."Because
everywhere we go we are
used to enclosed environ-
ments (in a bubble).

Khelo India Games

US Open will allow Russian
and Belarusian players
after Wimbledon ban

New York, June 15 :
The US Open will allow
tennis players from Rus-
sia and Belarus to com-
pete this year despite the
ongoing war in Ukraine,
which prompted
Wimbledon to ban those
athletes.US Tennis As-
sociation CEO and ex-
ecutive director Lew
Sherr, whose group runs
the US Open, said in a
telephone interview with
the Associated Press on
Tuesday that the USTA
Board decided to let
Russians and
Belarusians enter the
tournament because of
"concern about holding
the individual athletes
accountable for the ac-
tions and decisions of
their governments".
Sherr said athletes from
Russia and Belarus will
play at Flushing Mead-
ows under a neutral flag
- an arrangement that's
been used at various

tennis tournaments
around the world, in-
cluding the French

Open, which ended 5
June.Since Russia began
its attacks on Ukraine in
February, Russian ath-
letes have been pre-
vented from taking part
in many sports, includ-
ing soccer's World Cup
qualifying playoffs.

'My mother supported my dream, she
must be Watchlng from heaven,’ says AnKit

Chandigarh, June 15 :

"I had lost my father
years ago and last year |
lost my mother too. Af-
ter the death of my fa-
ther, my mother sup-
ported my dream of be-
coming a boxer. It was
tragic that she could not
see me winning the
Khelo India  Youth
Games gold and I knew
that they must be
watching me from
heaven. There was a
time last year when I
wanted to quit the sport
and did not feel the de-
sire to fight again but
coach Bhuwan Singh
Bisht motivated me to
continue boxing," said
Ankit .KHelo
IndiaAchalveer (second
from left) and Ankit
(fourth from left) with
coach Bhagwant Singh

(third from left) and other
medallists from
Chandigarh. Jaipal
singhAnkit started boxing
in 2013 and became the
national sub-junior cham-
pion in the 40kg when he
won the nationals in
Hyderabad.The youngster
has won 13 Chandigarh
state championship titles
in various age categories
so far and had reached the
quarter-finals in the 48kg
category in the junior na-
tionals in 2018.At Khelo
India, Ankit first defeated
Anand Yadav of Madhya
Pradesh before winning
the final.Both Ankit and
Victor had won medals for
the Indian junior team re-
cently and coach Bhuwan
Singh Bisht sees this title
win as the biggest motiva-
tion Ankit."The biggest
strength of Ankit has been

his willpower since the day
he started training under
me. He idolised his mother
and when he lost her last
year, it was devastating for
him. He wanted to quit the
sport and we had to spend
many days with him to en-
sure that he returns to box-
ing. He boxes aggressively
and that's what he showed

at the Khelo India Youth
Games with wins over box-
ers who have been part of
Indian junior teams. I am
sure he will make his way
into the Indian youth team
soon and win an interna-

tional medal," said
Bisht.Another Chandigarh
youngster Achal Veer,

whose father Satpal Singh

works as a library assis-
tant, won gold in the boys'
57kg final with a win over
Anjani Kumar of Andhra
Pradesh. Veer, nephew of
former Indian international
boxer Jai Bhagwan, started
boxing  under  coach
Jagdish Singh at Bhiwani
before shifting base to
Chandigarh in 2018."The

reason I started boxmg
was due to my uncle Jai
Bhagwan. When 1
shifted to Chandigarh, it
meant that [ had to stay
away from my family. To
win the gold medal for
Chandigarh is a special
feeling," Veer
said.Chandigarh  boys
bagged the third spot
with four medals in the

overall boys boxing
championship  under
coach Bhagwant

Singh."Four of our box-
ers reached the final and
two won gold. The box-
ers trained through
online practice sessions
when the sports com-
plexes were closed due
to Covid-19 restrictions
earlier. These medals will
act as a huge motivating
force for them," said
Bhagwant.

Belarus has aided Russia in
the war.Russia also was
held out of two interna-

tional team events in tennis
in which it was the reigning
champion: the Billie Jean
King Cup and Davis
Cup.The All England Club,
where main-draw play for
Wimbledon starts on 27
June, announced in April it
would bar all Russians and
Belarusians fromits fields -
which means current men's
No 1, Russia's Daniil
Medvedev, is not eligible
to participate. Medvedev
is the defending champion
at the usS
Open.Wimbledon's ~ ban
drew immediate criticism
from the WTA and ATP,
along with some prominent
players, such as defending
champion Novak
Djokovic.In May, the WTA
and ATP said they would
not award any rankings
points for Wimbledon this
year, an unprecedented re-
buke of the All England
Club. Some players, in-
cluding four-time major
champion and former No 1
Naomi Osaka, said they
would consider sitting out
Wimbledon.The ATP has
said all points earned at
Wimbledon in 2021 will fall
off a player's record and no
new points will be earned
there this year. The WTA
has not decided exactly
how last year's rankings
points from the All England
Club will be treated, but no
new points can be added
based on how a player per-
forms there this time.Sherr
told the AP that what hap-
pened with Wimbledon -
both the All England Club's
move to keep players from
certain countries out and
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94350-53934/98541-06776 | Kharupitia -98541-44223 | Kokrajar-97070-29429/99548-88721/94354-81234 | Karimgunj-97061-39061 | Krishnai-88224-15337 | Lumding -94351-63327/97066-14137 | Mangaldoi -94350-87284/94351-
86435/97065-39174/73994-79163 | Mirza-98540-71983/99572-81858 | Morigaon -94350-64986/80111-17171 | North lakhimpur-88224-21077 | Nagaon-97061-79408/94355-18665 | Nalbari -98644-14515/98540-30209 | Pathsala-80110-06658 |
Dhekiajuli-98548-29934 | Dibrugarh-98548-11265 | Rangia -94351-05888/96782-26563 | Silchar -97061-39061/70054-86129 | Silapathar-70028-94393 | Shillong-90869-66640 | Suwalkuchi -98643-54859 | Tinsukia-94350-35156/
94350-35511/94350-36463 | Tezpur-97060-73481 | Tihu-97068-53124 | Udalguri-97063-46492
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the tours' reaction -
played no role in the
USTA's choice to let
Russian and Belarusian
players in."Our discus-
sion was really on the
merits and really the
principles around both
sides of this argument.
This was not a commer-
cial versus an ethical
question," he  said.
"There are arguments
on both sides. Are you
being perceived as sup-
porting atrocious acts
by a government? And
at the same time: Would
you hold an individual
athlete accountable for
that?"Sherr said the
WTA and ATP profes-
sional tours organized a
series of conversations

with  athletes  from
Ukraine, Russia and
Belarus and various

governing bodies in
tennis, and that the
heads of both tours ad-
dressed the USTA
Board before its
decision.The USTA
plans to offer additional
financial assistance for
humanitarian efforts in
Ukraine and will use the
US Open as aplatform to
raise awareness about
the war."This is a horrific
situation and we, along
with everyone else in ten-
nis, absolutely condemn
what is an unprovoked
and unjust invasion of
Ukraine by Russia, and ev-
erything is framed in that
context," Sherr said. "As
difficult as some of these
decisions may be, none of
it amounts to the difficul-
ties being experienced in
Ukraine right now, and the
tragedies and atrocities."
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