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earthquakes

Assam Rising
Guwahati, May 16:

Two earthquakes of mag-
nitude 3.9 each hit Assam
and Meghalaya in less
than 24 hours, official re-
ports said on Monday.The
first quake that hit
Meghalaya on Sunday at
9:47 pm had its epicenter
at Nongpoh at a depth of
12 km. The second quake
hit Nagaon in Assam at a
depthof 55kmat 3:22 pm
on Monday. According to
the reports, tremors were
felt in parts of central and
northern Assam after the
second quake jolted the
state.No report of loss of
life or damage to property
has been received in either
of the quake, officials said.

Former
AIUDF MLA

Assam Rising
Guwahati, May 16:

All India United Demo-
cratic Front (AIUDF)
leader and former MLA,
Mamun Imdadul Haque
Chawdhury, on Monday
tendered his resignation
and joined the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) in
Guwahati.Chawdhury
was elected in the Assam
Legislative Assembly
election in 2016 from
Assam's Naoboicha con-
stituency in AIUDF
ticket.He officially joined
the AAP today in pres-
ence of local party lead-
ers in Guwahati.Earlier
this month, Raijor Dal Vice
President Kamal Kumar
Medhi joined AAP along
with five others from the
party in New Delhi.Other
than the members of the
Raijor Dal, some Con-
gress leaders also joined
AAP. Congress's Manoj
Dhanowar and Dwijen
Gogoi joined AAP in
the presence of its party
National Secretary
Pankaj Gupta.

Wild elephant

Assam Rising
Guwahati, May 16

A 55-year-old man was
trampled to death by a
wild elephant in Assam's
Baksa district along the
Indo-Bhutan border on
Sunday night.According
to sources, the wild el-
ephant barged into the
victim's house in the
middle of the night when
latter was fast asleep.The
elephant then started
vandalizing the house.
Unfortunately, the man,
identified as one Narayan
Darzi, was trampled to
death during the ordeal.

Assam floods affect thousands,
Air Force choppers help with rescue

Assam Rising
Guwahati, May 16

Assam has been battered
by heavy rain and flooding
with landslides reported in
some parts as thousands
have been affected in the
northeastern state over the
last few days. While the in-
cessant rainfall has trig-

gered landslides in 12 vil-
lages in Assam, officials
have said that three people,
including a child from the
Cachar district, are missing
since Sunday, reported
news agency ANL. Earlier on
Saturday, three people, in-
cluding a woman, were re-
ported dead in landslides in
the Haflong of the Dima

Assam's NRC not
final, Foreigners'
Tribunals told

ENRC

NATIONAL REGISTER OF CITIZENS

Assam Rising
Guwahati, May 16

The State Coordinator of
the National Register of Citi-
zens (NRC) has reminded
members of Foreigners' Tri-
bunals (FTs) across Assam
to not consider the draft
NRC and its supplementary
list as reliable evidence for

the disposal of cases.A
Foreigners' Tribunal is a
quasi-judicial body tasked
with deciding the status of
citizenship of people sus-
pected to be or marked as
foreigners. An FT member
is like a judge.Hitesh Dev
Sarma, the State Coordina-
tor, had on April 18 issued
letters to the FT members.
"Since the Registrar General
of Citizens Registration
(RGCR) has not declared
NRC as final and there are
errors, things may change
when the final NRC gets
published," he wrote.
About 19.06 lakh out of 3.3

CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

Hasao district, about 250 km
from Guwahati. Massive
landslides and waterlog-
ging also resulted in huge
damage to the state infra-
structure - railway track,
bridges, and roads.Flood
situation in the state's
Cachar district remains
grim. According to the state
disaster management au-

thority, three people, in-
cluding a child are missing.
The State Disaster Re-
sponse Force, fire depart-
ment, emergency services
are among those engaged
in the rescue operations,
According to reports, more
than 57,000 people - across
seven districts in Assam -
have been affected by the
incessant rainfall.Nearly
222 villages under 15 rev-
enue circles are affected by
the floods and around
10321.44 hectares of culti-
vated land remains sub-
merged under floodwaters,
as per an ANI report. The
flood has also affected
thousands of animals in the
state. Along with this, over
200 houses and settlements
have been reported to be
damaged so far.Several pas-
sengers were stranded at
the Ditokcherra railway sta-
tion due to the massive
landslides and flooding.

While 119 passengers were
airlifted by the the Indian
Air Force to Silchar, others
were rescued to Badarpur
and Silchar areas. Incessant
rain has also led to massive
damage to roads, bridges,
and irrigation canals in
Hojai, Lakhimpur, and
Nagaon districts.Following
incessant rains, around
57,000 people across seven
districts in Assam have
been affected with artificial
floods, an official statement
said.Nearly 222 villages un-
der 15 revenue circles are
affected in this wave of
flood and around 10321.44
hectares of cultivated land

CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

Assam Rising
Guwahati, May 16:

The Silchar-Guwahati
road has been closed to
traffic following landslides
in many areas because of
heavy rainfall over the
past couple of days in
Assam. The Northeast
Frontier Railways and the
Indian Air Force (IAF)
evacuated around 1,500
stranded passengers

Traffic on
Silchar-Guwahati road
hit following landslides

stranded on the Sllchar-
Guwahati Express from
Ditokcherra on Sunday.
The connectivity
between Haflong and
Silchar was also disrupted
as water levels rose on the
highway. Several parts of
Haflong town have also
been inundated by the
heavy downpour. In
another significant

CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

Congress does not want to delete
tribals' history, says Rahul Gandhi

New Delhi, May 16 :

India-Nepal agree to establish
sister-city relations between
Lumbini and Kushlnagar

Kathmandu, May 16:

Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and his
Nepali counterpart Sher
Bahadur Deuba held bilat-
eral talks in Lumbini, where
the former is on a day-long
visit to mark the occasion
of Buddha Purnima. The
two Prime Ministers re-
called their fruitful discus-
sions during the Deuba’s
official visit to India on April
1-3, and also held a discus-
sion on a broad overview
of Nepal-India cooperation
and the matters of mutual
interests with a view to fur-
ther enhancing the close
and cordial ties between the

two countries.The two

sides also agreed in prin-
ciple to establish the sister
city relations between
Lumbini and Kushinagar
and the necessary process
will be taken in due course
through appropriate local
authorities, the Ministry

119 Passengers Stranded at
Ditokcherra in Dlma Hasao Airlifted

Assam Rising
Guwahati, May 16

The Indian Air Force (IAF)
airlifted at least 119 passen-
gers from the Silchar-
Guwahati train which was
stranded at Ditokcherra in
the Dima Hasao district due
to heavy deluge following
incessant rain in the
state.NF Railway CPRO
Sabyasachi De said that so
far 119 passengers have
been stranded at Silchar-
Guwabhati train number
15616 have been airlifted to

Kumbhirgram Air Force
base in Silchar. "Our prime
concern is to evacuate all
stranded passengers from

Delhi Reports Record 49 Degrees,
Residents Asked To

—

i

Stay In

New Delhi, May 16 :

The maximum temperature
recorded in the national
capital on Sunday reached
49 degree Celsius, said the
India Meteorological De-
partment. While the na-
tional capital's
Mungeshpur station re-
corded a temperature of
49.2 degrees, Najafgarh re-
corded 49.1 degree
Celsius. The weather

CONTINUED TO PAGE 6
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the spot now. Apart from
airlifting, stranded passen-
gers have also been evacu-
ated from Ditokcherra by
trains in two groups- 1,245
in one group and around
250 in another group," the
CPRO said.He further stated
that 373 passengers from
New Haflong were rescued.

CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

added.The Ministry of For-
eign Affairs in Kathmandu

CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Monday (May
16, 2022) addressed a rally
in the tribal-dominated area
of Rajasthan's Banswara
and said that his party does
not want to delete tribals'
history. During the rally, he
also accused the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) and
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi of trying to create two
Hindustans, one for the rich
and the other for the
poor.The Congress, he said,
works to connect with all
while the BJP works to cre-
ate a divide."The Congress
says that we have to move
forward while connecting
with all, respect and protect
the culture of all. The BJP
works to divide, 'crush' and
'suppress'. (BJP) works to
remove history and culture
of tribals," Rahul Gandhi

said in the tribal-dominated
area of southern Rajasthan.
Noting that there is a very
old and deep relation of the
Congress with tribals, he
said, "We protect your his-
tory, we don't want to sup-
press or delete your history.
When we had the UPA gov-
ernment at the Centre, we
had brought historic laws
to protect the forest and
water of tribals".The BJP
and Modi want to create
two Hindustans, one for
the rich and select two-three

CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

11 ministers take oath as
cabinet ministers in Tripura

Opposition parties boycott swearing-in-ceremony

Agartala, May 16:

A day after new Chief Min-
ister Manik Saha assumed
office, altogether 11 MLAs
- nine from the BJP and two
from the IPFT - took oath
as cabinet ministers of
Tripura here on Monday.
Governor Satyadeo Narain
Arya administered oath to
11 ministers during a cer-
emony at the Raj Bhawan.
Of the 11 ministers, nine

were in the Council of Min-
isters headed by former
Chief Minister Biplab
Kumar Deb, who resigned
on Saturday.The ministers
who took oath are Jishnu
Dev Varma (Deputy Chief
Minister), Ratan Lal Nath,
Pranajit Singha Roy, Manoj
Kanti Deb, Santana
Chakma, Ram Prasad Paul,
Bhagaban Chandra Das,
Sushanta Chowdhury,
Rampada Jamatia, all from

the BJP; and Narendra
Chandra Debbarma and
Prem Kumar Reang from the
IPFT.Chakma is the only fe-
male Minister in the Coun-
cil. The strength of the coun-
cilis 12, including the Chief
Minister Manik Saha.
Jamatia and Reang are vet-
eran tribal leaders.Former
chief minister Biplab Deb,
whose sudden resignation

CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

Varanasi, May 16 :

The court-mandated
three-day videography
survey of the Gyanvapi
Masjid complex in Uttar
Pradesh's Varanasi has
ended a day before the
next hearing of the case
in court.In a claim that's
sure to ruffle feathers, the
lawyer representing the
Hindu women has claimed
that a shiva linga has been
found in the pond inside
the mosque complex.
"The pond was used for
ablution (wuzu) purifica-

tion rituals," lawyer
Subhash Nandan
Chaturvedi said, adding
that water was drained from
the pond and a shiva linga
was allegedly found.A
Varanasi court has now or-
dered the immediate sealing
off of the pond after a plea
from the petitioners. It di-
rected the Varanasi District
Magistrate to ensure that
nobody is allowed to enter
the area.The Varanasi DM
had earlier said that no
details of the survey of

CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

Gyanvapi Mosque Filming Ends, Lawyer
Claims Shivling Found In Pond
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Girls dance during a parade of a flower festival in Larnaca, Cyprus

Queen'splatinum jubilee beginswith
equestrian show at Windsor Castle

London, May 16 : The
Queen was honoured with
a standing ovation as her
platinum jubilee
celebrationskicked off with
a star-studded equestrian
extravaganza featuring
some of theworld'sleading
performers.Hollywood
actorsTom Cruiseand Dame
Helen Mirren - once again
playing aqueen of England
- led the cast of entertainers
who appeared in the first
major event marking the
Queen's 70-year reign.The
audience rose to their feet
applauding and cheering
when the monarch arrived
at the arena close to
Windsor Castle for the

musical and thesatrical romp
across the centuries called
A Gallop Through
History.The event was
staged by the Royal
Windsor Horse Show,
which has been welcoming
spectators for the past
three days including the
Queen, who spent part of
Friday touring the
showgrounds after earlier
missing the state opening
of parliament.Despite
ongoing mobility issues,
the Queen walked to her
seat in the royal box after
she was driven into the
castle arena escorted by
mounted divisions of the
Household Cavalry.She

Kim Jong-un callsin the
army to respond to North
Korea's Covid-19 crisis

Seoul, May 16 : Kim Jong-un hascriticised North Korea's
pandemic response and ordered thearmy to help distribute
medicine, state media said Monday, as the country said
50 people had died since first reporting an outbreak of
Covid-19.Morethan onemillion people have been sickened
by what Pyongyang isreferringto as"fever", state media
said, despite Kim ordering nationwide lockdownsin abid
to slow the spread of disease through the unvaccinated
population.After two years denying North Koreahad any
casesof Covid-19, last week officialsconfirmed that there
had been a Covid outbreak in the country.ln asign of how
serious the situation may be, Kim "strongly criticised"
healthcare officials over their response to epidemic
prevention - specifically afailureto keep pharmaciesopen
24/7 to distribute medicine.He ordered the army to get to
work "onimmediately stabilising the supply of medicines
in Pyongyang", the capital, where Omicron was detected
last week in North Korea'sfirst official reported cases of
Covid-19.Kim has put himself front and centre of North
Korea's disease response, overseeing near-daily
emergency politburo meetings on the outbreak, which

he has said is causing

"great upheaval"

in the

country.The failure to distribute medicine properly was
"because officials of the Cabinet and public health
sector in charge of the supply have not rolled up their
sleeves, not properly recognizing the present crisis,"
said Kim, according to state media K CNA.

was joined by the Earl and
Countess of Wessex for the
show that reflected her
lifelong passion for horses.
A tri-service guard of
honour featuring the
Coldstream Guards, RAF
Regiment and Royal Navy
wasin placefor her arrival,
which was signalled by the
national anthem being
played by military
musicians.Among the
celebritiestaking partinthe
show were Damian Lewis,
Omid Djalili and Katherine
Jenkins, in an all-star cast
of British and international
talent for Sunday's
performance which was
broadcast live by

ITV.Cruise, best known for
action film franchises Top
Gun and Mission
Impossible, told 1TV
presentersPhillip Schofield
and Julie Etchingham that
the Queen "is a woman |
greatly admire".Cruise
said: "What she has
accomplished is historic.
She has met presidents,
world leaders, people
fromall walksof life."Not
just Americans but the
world knows the dignity,
devotion and kindness,
that iswhat | have adways
felt about her. Someonethat
understands her position
and has held it through a
history that's just been

Ukrainian who walked 140 milesto
safety fearsfor hlscanlnecompanlon

Kylv May 16: The 140-mile
journey that Igor Pedin, 61,

embarked upon by foot from
the hellscape of the
besieged port city of
Mariupol, through Russian
occupied landsin the south-
east of Ukraineand ontothe
relative safety of the city of
Zaporizhzhia, has left him
tired, sometimestearful, and
always thankful.As the
Guardian reported last week,
Pedin's feat was so
extraordinary that at one of
the 24 checkpoints he
passed during histravelson
thelong journey, equivalent
to trekking from London to
Sheffield but through a
raging war, Russian soldiers
had gathered around himin
the dark of the night to hear
of hisdaring deeds, stuffing
cigarettesin hispockets, and
wishing him luck.But, while
Pedin says he does not
require medical assistance,
insisting to medicswhen he
arrived in Zaporizhzhiathat
he was "happy as | am -

extraordinary the past 70
years."The Queen sat inthe
royal box with a blanket
over her knees and a shawl
around her shoulders as
Djdili, theherdd and narrator
of the performance, took the
audience through key
historical moments.Mirren,
who won an Oscar for her
portrayal of theQueeninthe
filmof thesamename, played
Queen Elizabeth | as the
show began by chronicling
the events of the first
Elizabethan age, from the
attempted invasion by the
SpanishArmadato featuring
leading figures of the day
such as William
Shakespeare.

alive", the former ShIpS
cook saysheisincreasingly
concerned for his loyal
partner on their epic walk,
Zhu-Zhu, hisnine-year-old
mongrel terrier.Now in Kyiv,
Ukraine's capital, Zhu-Zhu
isstill fearful of thewhistle
of abraking bus, reminiscent
as it is of the bombs of
Mariupol, and she sleeps
longinto theday. Her sense
of smell, damaged by the
acrid smoke of burning
homes and tanks, is slowly
returning, and she buries
her nose into the grasses of
Kyiv's parks with some
apparent satisfaction.But
Pedin says his dog's paws
were badly cut up by the
walk across smashed glass,
cratered roads, and the
rusty frame of aburned out
and broken 30-metre-high
bridge that the two had to
traverse during their
terrifying adventure. Zhu-
Zhuwalkswith alimp now,
and Pedin worries that his
dog appears to be getting
physically weaker by the
day.He hopes to find a vet
whowill help, but withlittle
money to his name, and
relying on his parents,
Georgy, 87, and Yevdokiya,
84, for the shelter that he
has, Pedin admitsiit is for
now only a hope."She is
lame on the front right leg

and she doesn't let me see
what'swrong with her leg,"
Pedin saysof hisdog. "She
always nips me when |
want to look at her paw ...
Zhu-Zhu now reacts very
badly to sounds. When
she hears sharp sounds,
she constantly shudders
and jumps aside."She is
very frightened by the
sound of whistling. For
example, when abus passes
by and the brakes squeak.
She is very afraid of that
because this sound reminds
her of the whistling of
bombs that flew and
exploded thenin Mariupoal.
And then she was afraid of

-

the sound of military planes
in Mariupol. Who flew and
dropped bombs. So she is
still afraid of these
sounds."Pedin's
tenderness towards his dog
is evident. He caresses her
ears, stroking off stray
pieces of dry grass. The
small dog, inturn, whimpers
and cries when her owner
is out of sight. Pedin had
carried her up hillson their
walk, remonstrating only
oncewhen Zhu-Zhu would
not go any further. "If you
don't walk wewill both die,
you have to walk," he had
told his dog on one of the
final daysof their trek.

Shootingat southern
Californiachurch leavesone
dead and fivewounded

Los Angeles, May 16 : A
shooting at a California
church on Sunday has
killed at least one person
and wounded five others, in
at least the second mass
shooting of theweekend in
the US.The shooting early
on Sunday afternoon
occurred at Geneva

Nancy Pelos: supremecourt
‘dangeroustofamiliesand tofreedoms

Washington, May 16: The
supreme court is
"dangerousto families and
to freedoms in our
country”, Nancy Pelosi
said on Sunday, as justices
prepare to finalize a draft
ruling stripping almost
have a century of abortion
rightsinthe US.The House
speaker railed against
conservative judges
appointed by former
president Donald Trumpin
an interview Sunday on
CNN'sState of theUnion, in
which sheurged Democrats
to keep their "eye on the
ball" to protect other
freedoms she sees under
threat."Beware in terms of
marriage equality, bewarein
terms of other aspects,” she
said."Understand this. This
isnot just about terminating
a pregnancy. This is about
contraception, family

\

planning."This is a place
where freedom and the
Kitchen table, issues of
Americas families, come
together. What are the
decisions that a family

makes? What about
contraception for young
people? It's beyond just a
particular situation. It's
massive in terms of
contraceptlon in vitro

Russialikely to havelost third of its
Ukraineinvasion force, says UK

Moscow, May 16: Ministry
of Defence says Putin's
campaigninthe east haslost
momentum and hasfailed to
make big gains in past

monthRussia may have lost
athird of theinvasion force
it sent into Ukraine as its
offensive continues to
struggle in the face of diff

resistance, British military
intelligence has said.In its
latest assessment, the
Ministry of Defence (MoD)
saidthe Russian campaignin

the east of Ukrainehad "lost
momentum” and was now
"significantly behind
schedule".At a meeting of
Nato foreign ministers in
Belin theforeignsecretary, Liz
Truss, said it was essentid to
maintain support for the
governmentinKyivtohdpit
"push Russaout".Shesaidin
agdatement: "Putin must face
asudtained defeet in Ukraine,
Russamusgt becontainedand
such aggresson must never
happen again. "Ukraine's
security must come from it
being able to defend itself.
Alliesmust support Ukraine's
move to Nato-standard
equipment, immediately
providing artillery, training
and the required
expertise"The Nato deputy

secretary general, Mircea
Geoan?, sad the Ukrainians
werenow inapositiontodefeat
the Russians and win the
war."The brutal invasion of
Russaislosng momentum,”
he told reporters."With
significant support fromallies
and partners in hillions of
dollars, inmilitary support, in
financial support,
humanitarian support, we
know that with the bravery of
the Ukrainian people and
army and with our help,
Ukrainecanwinthiswar."The
Russians switched the focus
of their offensive to the
eastern Donbas region -
which was dready part-held
by pro-Maoscow separatists -
after their advance on Kyiv
wasdriven back.

fertilization, awoman'sright
to decide."Speaking the
day after hundreds of
protest events took place
nationwide, Pelosi insisted
Democrats had done what
they could in terms of
protecting abortion rights
through legislation. She
pointed out the House had
passed a bill before the
women's health protection
act failed in the Senate on
Wednesday, and she said
shewastill optimistic of a
resolution with the support
of pro-choice Republicans.
But she said the 60-vote
requirement in the Senate
was "an obstacle to many
good things", and that
Democrats needed to rally
ahead of November's
midterm electionsto "get rid
of the damage" caused by
conservative justices,
including Trump's three
appointments, Neil
Gorsuch, Brett Kavanaugh
and Amy Coney
Barrett."Whoever
suspected a creature like
Donald Trump would
become president, waving
a list of judges he would
appoint, therefore getting
the support of the far right
and appointing those anti-
freedom justices to the
court?" she said."This is
not about along game. We
played along game, wewon
Roev Wadealong timeago,
we voted to protect it over
time. Let's not take our eye
off theball. The ball isthis
court, which is dangerous
to families, to freedomsin
our country."The genius of
our founders was to have a
constitution that enabled
freedom to expand. Thisis
the first time the court has
taken back a freedom that
was defined by precedent
and respect for privacy."

presbyterian church in
Laguna Woods, a town of
16,000 that consists of
Laguna Woods Village, a
retirement community for
people 55 and older once
known as Leisure
World.Authorities said
churchgoers detained the
suspect and hog-tied his
legs with an electrical
cord."That group of
churchgoers displayed ...
exceptional heroism and
bravery in intervening to
stop the suspect,” Orange
County undersheriff Jeff
Hallock said. "They
undoubtedly prevented
additional injuries and
fatalities."Between 30 and
40 peoplewere gathered for
lunch after a morning
church service when
gunfire erupted shortly
before 1.30 pm, officials

said.Onevictim died at the
scene. Four people were
critically wounded, and one
person sustained minor
injuries. All of the victims
were adultsand were being
taken to the hospital, the
Orange county sheriff's
department  said.The
majority of thoseinsidethe
church at the time were
believed to be of Tailwanese
descent, said Carrie Braun,
a sheriff's
spokesperson.The suspect
in the shooting, an Asian
man in his 60s, was in
custody and deputies
recovered two handguns
at the scene, Hallock
said. A motive for the
shooting wasn't
immediately known but
investigatorsdon't believe
the gunman lives in the
community, he added.

A magple and a heron are seen in Yuanmi ngyuan
Park in Beijing
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USTM Signs Pact with AAS for
Asia Scholars’ Network

. Prof. 6 D Sharma

Assam Rising
Guwahati, May 16: With the
global perspective of en-
abling scholars to take initia-
tives and lead in various
scholarly, economic, cultural
and social activities involv-
ing Asian countries, the Uni-
versity of Science and Tech-
nology Meghalaya (USTM)
has joined hands with the
Association of Asia Scholars
(AAS), New Delhi and
signed a Memorandum of

Vit Chanceliot U™

Understanding yesterday

at the Conference Hall of
USTM. The MoU was
signed by Prof GD Sharma,
Vice Chancellor of USTM
and Prof Swaran Singh,
President of AAS and
Prof. and Chair, Centre for
International Politics, Or-
ganization and Disarma-
ment, JINU, New Delhi in
the presence of USTM
Chancellor Mahbubul
Hoque and other dignitar-

Juvenile thieves
escaped from
Juvenile home

Assam Rising, Nagaon, May 16: Based on a secret tip off,
Haibargaon TOP police led by sub inspector Taranga
Patowari busted a gang of juvenile thieves here at
Shilongani area in Nagaon town and were also able to
arrest 3 members of the gang. Besides, police recovered
a huge number of stolen articles like Laptops, gold
bangles, utensils, mixer grinder and other electric items
from the gang, sources added. Sources claimed that one
Rahul Alom who escaped twice from juvenile home, Jorhat
last month was arrested first by police early this morning
and based on his statement, police later arrested two
other members of the gang identified as Sahidul Islam
and Sofikul Islam of Juria Adhakhanda village under Juria
PS. Police have registered a case in this regard and fur-
ther investigation is on, sources added further.

LCBALI started
service for

non-travellers

Assam Rising, Borjhar, May 16:

Observing the in-

creasing number of visitors, Lokpriya Gopinath
Bordoloi International Airport administration in
Guwabhati has started a service for all common visi-
tors for welcoming their near and dear ones in the
arrival area. In addition to it, the operator has created
a 'meet & greet' area in the arrival hall. There are al-
most 123 seats available there. Visitors can easily cut
a ticket to get into the 'Meet & Greet' area. Tickets
are available from the ticketing counter adjacent to
the TM office window. The tickets are available till
the last flight arrival. Visitors can also access and
buy coffee from the food & beverage outlet situated
in the 'Meet & Greet' area. A customer service execu-
tive is also specially appointed for the ticket counter.
However, all passengers can avail this ticket service.
The ticket is validated for 3 hours only.

Prof. Swaran Singh

ies from Association of
Asia Scholars and USTM.
Speaking in this context,
Prof Swaran Singh, Presi-
dent of AAS said, “I was
impressed with the infra-

structure and dynamism of
USTM leadership and happy
to build partnership between
AAS and USTM. I look for-
ward to taking our MOU into
action with joint work with
USTM”. The AAS has been
working since November
2005 in India's national inter-
est and for global peace and
harmony, he added. Prof G D
Sharma, Vice Chancellor of
USTM said that the agree-
ment with the Association of
Asian Scholars would help
cooperation in the areas of
academic, research, educa-
tional, publishing and estab-
lish a long-term partnership
between USTM and AAS
with the goal to globalize
Asia. This will endorse inter-
national conferences, semi-
nars, webinars, and work-
shops, publications about
traditions, culture and poli-
tics of Asian countries and

their global standing. Ac-
cording to the MoU, both
the organizations will rec-
ommend their scholars and
experts to facilitate imple-
mentation of professional
exchange. They have
agreed to be a part of
projects on Indian studies
focusing on South and
Southeast Asia and issues
relevant for North East In-
dia as well as the issues of
mutual concerns and inter-
ests. It was also agreed that
each party will recommend
scholars interested in car-
rying out their research,
introduce each other to
persons/institutions to
each other for expanding
bilateral relations/stud-
ies, and collaborate in the
publication of books and
journals, and exchange
research materials of mu-
tual interests.

II'T Madras fundraising
of Rs. 131 Cr.

Assam Rising, Guwahati,
May 16: Indian Institute of
Technology Madras has
raised a historic all-time
high sum of Rs. 131 crore
from alumni, donors, and
corporate firms during the
financial year of 2021-22 to
further its philanthropic and
socially-relevant projects.
The institute aims to accel-
erate fundraising by
strengthening alumni net-
works and increasing en-
gagement with corporates,
philanthropies and high-
net-worth individuals. The
fundraising activities are
spearheaded by the Office
of Alumni and Corporate
Relations, which comprises
a dedicated team of profes-
sionals who work with cor-
porate firms, alumni and
donors. Despite the
COVID-19 pandemic, the
fundraising from alumni,
donors and corporate firms
has been increasing by
over 30 per cent Year-on-
Year. The number of corpo-
rate firms donating funds to
IIT Madras through CSR
has almost doubled in the
last five years. Fundraising
from Corporate Social Re-
sponsibility (CSR) partner-
ships accounts for nearly
halfofthe total Rs. 131 crore
raised in last financial year.
A key factor driving this
fundraising has been the
highly qualified IIT Madras
faculty who are carrying
out path-breaking research

. and undertaking effective

execution of socially-rel-
evant projects. Prof.
Mahesh Panchagnula,
Dean (Alumni and Corpo-
rate Relations), IIT Madras,
said, “We are grateful to all
the alumni and corporate
partners who have helped
us through impactful con-
tributions.” Highlighting
the role played by IIT Ma-
dras alumni in socially-rel-
evant projects, Prof.
Mahesh Panchagnula,
said, “IIT Madras is fortu-
nate to have thousands of
alumni invest both time and
money to grow the Insti-
tute. This group is crucial
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to the Institute’s future de-
velopment.” The funds
raised have been vital in sup-
porting infrastructure devel-
opment, scholarships, chair
professorships, research,
and initiatives to mitigate the
COVID-19 pandemic in par-
ticular. During the pandemic,
the Institute collected over
Rs. 15 crore (approximately
USD 2 million) from IIT Ma-
dras alumni globally towards
COVID-19 relief projects,
which were deployed to pro-
vide essential medical equip-
ment such as BiPAP and oxy-
gen concentrators, to the
Governments of Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka, and Telangana.
Speaking on the key
fundraising initiatives of the
Institute, Mr. Kaviraj Nair,
Chief Executive Officer, Office
of Institutional Advance-
ment, [IT Madras, said, “Our
team at IIT Madras has been
able to put in place a mile-
stone-based tracking system
with clear metrics and rigor-
ous deployment. We have a
professional donor steward-
ship team to ensure that all
our projects are managed ef-
fectively. All donors want to
ensure that their money is

Flood situa

Assam Rising, Nagaon, May
16: The flood situation in the
district is still grim and criti-
cal. The overflowing water of
the Kapili river inundated the
more villages under Kampur
and Raha revenue circles
since midnight on Sunday
last and affected over 15,417
population of those two rev-
enue circles in the district.
Besides, the flood water also
submerged over 5387 hect-
ares of cropland in those two
revenue circles and also af-
fected more than 7400 do-
mestic animals in both the
revenue circles. Signifi-
cantly, the flood water dam-
aged the river embankment
from Bhalbhaliagaon
Namghor to Bhalbhaliagaon
railway gate No 3. Further, the
overflowing water from the
Kapili river submerged and
also eroded at several places
on four important surface
routes for transportation in
Kampur revenue circle like
Kuhimari to Simlaipathor
road, Kochuwa Tiniali to
Balukaguri road, Kuwariati to
Dhemajigaon road and
Changchaki to Bakulaguri
road respectively. The rising
water of Kapili river started
to leak out at various places
at Bhalbhaliagaon river em-
bankment for which it was
feared to be breached at any
moment, sources said, add-
ing that if it would happen,
the flood scene in the entire
Kampur revenue circle would
be more worsened. As per the
latest report issued by dis-
trict disaster management

utilised in a transparent
and impactful way, provid-
ing scalable solutions.
And we meet all their re-
quirements.” Further, Mr.
Kaviraj Nair said “We also
have entirely volunteer-
driven alumni chapters
across the world, with
alumni who are passionate
about supporting their
Alma Mater in its pursuit
of world-class research
creating global impact.”
This achievement has
been made possible with
the concerted efforts of the
Office of Alumni and Cor-
porate Relations which
works with the diverse net-
work of [IT Madras alumni.
Graduates from IIT Ma-
dras are excelling across
sectors, industries and
regions, and are passion-
ate about their alma mater
making a mark globally.
Their continued invest-
ment in the Institute, in
the form of funds, re-
sources and mentorship,
serves as a vital support
network for the students,
faculty and researchers to
implement initiatives with
high social impact.

authority, Nagaon, the
flood water inundated 58
villages under Kampur
revenue circle till the time
of filing this report while
27 villages in Raha revenue
circle and the district ad-
ministration as well as the
district disaster manage-
ment authority set up 3 re-
lief camps respectively at
Kampur Saibokgaon,
Kampur town and
Borpotiagaon. Besides,
the officials from the con-
cerned departments initi-
ated all emergency mea-
sures to curb the prevail-
ing as well as the possible
situations. It is however
reported that food, baby
food and other were being
distributed among the
flood victims in both the
revenue circles by the dis-
trict administration. Mean-
while the state water re-
source minister Pijush
Hazarika along with a
dozen of officials from wa-
ter resource department as
well as Deputy Commis-
sioner Nagaon Nisarg

Lottery based
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admission to

Adarsha Vidyalaya in Chirang

Assam Rising,
Guwahati, May 16: In
view of smooth conduct
of admission process for
class-1 and class-VI stu-
dents in Adarsha
Vidyalaya of Bhumkipara
under Borobazar block in
Chirang district, a lottery
based selection was con-
ducted at its premises on
May 15. The selection
process was conducted
in the presence of
Chirang Deputy Commis-
sioner Narendra Kumar

Shah, Bijni Civil Sub-Di-
visional Officer Rahul
Gupta, Circle Officer of
Bijni Revenue Circle
Maria Tanim, Assistant
Commissioner Pratisha
Dutta, Inspector of
Schools Bijay Baishnab,
other officials of educa-
tion department, parents
and guardians of the stu-
dents. It may be stated
that a total of 463 applica-
tions for class-1 and 459
applications for class-VI
were received during the

admission process. During
the scrutiny, 226 applica-
tions were rejected and 237
were found eligible for
class-I and for class-IV, 95
were rejected and 364 were
found eligible. Yet these
figures were quite higher
than the availability of seat
capacity for both the
classes. So after coming to
a consensus, a lottery
based draw was conducted,
through which 80 students
each for both the classes
were selected.

NETA urged the Govt. to
control natural gas price hike

Assam Rising
Golaghat, May 16: Ab-
normal surge in Natural
Gas price has become
detrimental for the Tea
Industry. This time the
industry is hard hit by
the multifold increase of
Gas price. It has been ob-
served that during the
last ten months, i.e., from
July, 2021 to April, 2022
the price of Natural Gas
has risen from Rs.
5,085.00to Rs. 21,119.57

for per 1000 scum. The per
scum price of Natural Gas
has gone up by four times
during the last ten month
period. This exorbitant
hike in the price of Natu-
ral Gas has resulted in an
increase in the Cost of
Production (CoP) of Made
Tea by not less than Rs.6
to Rs.8 per kg. Gas is used
as fuel in the withering
and drying of Tea leaves
during processing. With
such increase in costs, if

the prices of tea at the farm
gate level does not in-
crease, the survivability
will be at stake. It is our ear-
nest appeal to the Govern-
ment to please take a seri-
ous note on this issue
with immediate steps to
curb the price of natural
gas. Also, we appeal to the
Union Government that for
long term sustainability of
tea industry natural gas
may be brought under the
ambit of GST.

Painting competition will
be held in Digboi

Assam  Rising ,
Margherita, May 16:
The Inter-School Level
Painting Competition
2022 will be held at
Digboi Ramdeo Vishnu
Shiksha Mandir High

Hivare visited various
flood ravaged areas in
Kampur and Raha revenue
circles early this morning
and reviewed the situa-
tion. During his visit, the
minister directed the offi-
cials concerned to take all
possible measures to curb
the situation and ordered
to leave no stone unturned
to protect the people at
any cost. While speaking
to the media persons here
at Kampur here, the minis-
ter said that the govern-
ment had already sanc-
tioned over Rs 20 crores
for construction as well as
repair of the

School on May 22 next
under the initiative of
Jrafrin Education Trust
Briefly Jit (Educational
Trust). The painting
competition will be held
from the nursery to

tion worsens in Nagao

Bhalbhaliagaon river em-
bankment and the work
would be carried out right
after the monsoons season.
Significantly, during the
visit, the minister was ac-
companied by local
Barhampur MLA Jitu
Goswami and Raha MLA
Sashi Kanta Das too. On
the other hand, a team from
Nagaon district agriculture
department led by district
agriculture officer Tarun
Hazarika and sub division
agriculture officer Surya
Amchi, ADO Nilutpal
Dutta and Rekibul Faruki
also visited the flood rav-
aged areas in Kampur and

class 10.Efforts are being
made to develop the tal-
ent of the students
through this competition.
Interested students can
contact 6000519560 to
participate.

n district

Raha revenue circles and
estimated the damages
caused by the first wave of
flood in the district. In a re-
lease issued by district ag-
riculture department it was
stated that over 2740 hect-
ares of Bodo paddy and
other crops in 44 revenue
villages and 489 hectares
of wvegetables under
Kampur revenue circle,
were destroyed in the first
wave of flood while 1963
hectares of paddy, jute and
other crops and 178 hect-
ares of vegetables in 24 rev-
enue villages under Raha
revenue circle had been hit
by the fresh wave of flood.
While speaking to this cor-
respondent here, the dis-
trict agriculture officer
Tarun Hazarika said that to-
tal 7822 farmers under
those two revenue circles
had been affected in the
first wave of flood and the
department concerned
would try its level best to
provide compensation to
victim farmers who insured
their crops under Pradhan
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana.
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Thefirs wave
of floods

Assamisinthegrip of yet another flood, with 24 thousand
peopledisplaced, 6 districtsaffected, and 3 peoplekilled besides
hundreds of animals. This is the first wave of floods this
monsoon.At the crux isthe very nature of theriver Brahmaputra
-dynamic and unstable. Its 580,000 sq km basin spreads over
four countries: China, India, Bangladesh and Bhutan, with
diverse environments.In terms of sediment yield, two spots
along the Brahmaputa's course were at second and third places
in 2008, behind the Yellow River whose annual sediment yield
is 1,403 tonnes per sq km.According to govt of Assam portal
the flood prone area of the state as assessed by the Rastriya
BarhAyog (RBA) is31.05 Lakh Hectares against the total area
of state 78.523 Lakh Hectaresi.e. about. 39.58 % of the total
land area of Assam. This is about 9.40% of total flood prone
area of the country. Records show that average annual area
affected by flood is9.31 L akh Hectares. Theflood prone area of
the country as awhole stands at about 10.2 % of the total area
of the country, but flood prone area of Assam is 39.58 % of the
areaof the state. It signifiesthat the flood prone area of Assam
is four times the national mark of the flood prone area of the
country.During post independence period, Assam faced major
floodsin 1954, 1962, 1972, 1977, 1984, 1988, 1998, 2002, 2004 and
2012. Almost every year threeto four waves of flood ravagethe
flood prone areas of Assam. Average annual 1oss due to flood
inAssam isto thetune of Rs. 200.00 Croresand particularly in
1998, theloss suffered was about Rs. 500.00 Croresand during
the year 2004 it was about Rs. 771.00 Crores.Besides these
natural factors are the man-made ones - habitation,
deforestation, population growth in catchment areas (including
in China) - which lead to higher sedimentation.For example, the
sediment deposition itself creates temporary sandbars or river
islands.It is common for people to settle in such places, which
restrictsthe spacetheriver hasto flow. When rainfall is heavy,
it combineswith all thesefactorsand leadsto destructivefloods.
This happens very frequently.

BeaCitizen Journalist

Areyou against of violence or corruption? Do you really
want revolution inthe social, educational, political or economi-
cal system? Do you have any questions for the Government,
political or non political parties? Don’t worry, be apart of The
Assam Rising family, Be a citizen journalist and write to us
about your problem and we will take the responsibility to pub-
lish your voice. Wewill giveyou aplatformto raise your voice,
because your simple voice can change society.

GN.B. Road, Chandmari Colony,
Guwabhati, PIN 781003
E-mail 1d : assamrising@gmail.com

Editor,
TheAssam Rising

NEP 2020 envisons | ndia-centric
education system

ducation is a
fundamental
requirement for the

development of an egalitarian
society. In this context, three
National Education Policy
(NEP), namely NEP 1968, NEP
1986 and NEP 2020 have been
introduced in India so far. The
new NEP 2020, adopted on 29th
July 2020, aimsto universalize
education from pre-school to
secondary level by 2030. It
envisions an India-centric
education system and
provision of quality education
and equitable access to all
students in a sustainable
manner. There are ten themes
aligned with the policy
objectives of the NEP 2020.

(1) Early Childhood Care
and Education The
Foundation of learning - Early
child development
encompasses physical, socio-
emotional and cognitive
development between 0-8 years
of age. The early years of the
learnersarecritical, as it isthe
period of life when the brain
develops most rapidly and has
ahigh capacity for change, and
thefoundationislaidfor health
and well-beingfor life. TheNEP
statesthat, the overarching goal
will beto ensureuniversa access
to high quality Early Childhood
Care Education (ECCE) across
the country. Special attention
and priority will be given to the
territories that are particularly
socio-economically lagged
behind. ECCE shdl beddlivered
through a significantly
expanded and strengthened
system of early-childhood
education institutions
consisting of (@) stand-alone
Anganwadis, (b) Anganwadies
co-located with primary schools,
(¢) pre-primary schoolg/sections
covering at least age 5to 6 years
co-located with existing primary
schools, and (d) stand-alone
pre-schools- all of which would
recruit  workers/teachers
specially trained in the
curriculum and pedagogy of
ECCE. (2) Foundationa Literacy
and Numeracy : An Urgent &
Necessary Prerequisite to
Learning - Theability toread and
write, and perform basic
operations with numbers, is a
necessary foundation and an
indispensable prerequisitefor al
future schooling and lifelong
learning. NEP 2020 accordstop
priority to the attainment of
Foundational Literacy and
Numeracy by all students upto
Grade 3. It stresses the need to
develop a robust system of

continuous formative/adaptive
assessment to track each student’s
learning. The early grade
curriculum will be redesigned to
have a renewed emphasis and
teachersto betrained, encouraged,
and supported to impart
foundational literacy and
numeracy. (3) Curtailing Drop-out
Rates and Ensuring Universal
Access to Education at all levels-
As per NEP 2020, two holistic
initiatives will be taken to bring
drop-out children back to school
and to prevent further drop-out.
The first initiative is to provide
effective and  sufficient
infrastructure so that al students
have access to safe and engaging
school education at all levelsfrom
pre-primary school to Grade 12.
Besides providing
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frontline providersof quality
education. They represent the
key vehicle towards a
progressive, just, educated,
and prosperous society. It is
known that inadequate
quality of  training,
recruitment, service
conditions and lack of
empowerment of teachers
affect their skill and
motivation levels. NEP, 2020
has made several provisions
to empower teachers and
inspirethe best individualsto
enter the system to ensure
the best possible future for
our children and our nation.
The primary goal of
transforming the service
environment and culture of

subject needs to focus on
inclusive practicesso that similar
initiatives can be taken by other
schools.

(7) Efficient Resourcing and
Effective Governance through
School Complexes/clusters- The
establishment of school
complexes/clusters and the
sharing of resources across
complexeswill haveanumber of
other benefits, such asimproved
support for children with
disabilities, moretopic-centered
clubs and academic/sports/arts/
crafts events across school
complexes, better incorporation
of art, music, language,
vocational subjects, physical
education, and other subjectsin
the classroom through the

sharing of teachers in

Prabhat Kishore thessubjectsincluding

teachers at each
stage, specia care shall be taken
to ensure that no school remains
deficient in the infrastructure
sector. The second initiative is to
achieve universal participation in
the school by carefully tracking
students as well as their learning
levelsin order to ensure that they
() are enralled in and attending
school, and (b) have suitable
opportunities to catch up and re-
enter school in case they have
fallen behind or dropped out.
Suitable facilitating systems shall
be put in placeto provide equitable
and quality educationtoall children
from Foundation stageto Grade 12
till theage of 18 years.

(4) Curriculumand Pedagogy in
Schools : Learning should be
Hoalistic, Integrated, Enjoyableand
Engaging - NEP 2020 mandatesthat
the learning should be holistic,
integrated, inclusive, enjoyable,
and engaging. In order to minimize
rote learning and to encourage
holistic development and 21st
century skills such as critical
thinking, creativity, scientific
temper, communication,
collaboration, multilingualism,
problem solving, ethics, social
responsibility, digital literacy,
curriculum, textbooks, pedagogy
and assessment shall be
transformed by 2022. It stresses
that in all stages; experimental
learning will be adopted, including
hands-on learning, arts-integrated
and sports-integrated education,
story-telling-based pedagogy,
among others, as standard
pedagogy within each subject, and
with explorations of relations
among different subjects. To bridge
the gapin achievement of learning
outcomes, classroom transactions
will shift towards competency-
based learning and education. (5)
Teachers - Teachers are the

schools will be to maximize
teacher’s ability to perform
their jobs effectively and to
ensure that they are part of
vibrant, caring, and inclusive
communities of teachers,
students, parents, principals,
and other support staff, al of
whom share acommon goal,
to ensurethat our children are
learning.

(6) Equitable and
Inclusive Education :
Learning for All - Sustainable
Deveopment Goa 4.0 obliges
Indiato“ ensureinclusiveand
equitable quality education
and promotelifelong learning
opportunitiesfor al” by 2030.
Intunewith SDG goal, NEP-
2020 provides a renewed
impetus to inclusive and
equitable education. It re-
focusesontheneedto provide
childrenwith disabilities, and
those  belonging to
disadvantaged groups and
weaker sections the same
opportunities of obtaining
qudlity education asany other
child. It isaso in full sync
with RPwD Act 2016 which
mandates that students with
and without disability learn
together and the system of
teaching and learning is
suitably adapted to meet the
learning needs of students
withdisabilities. By 2040, India
should have an education
systemthat issecond to none,
with equitable access to the
highest-quality education for
all learners, regardless of
social or  economic
background. Many schools
have aready taken initiatives
to promote inclusive
classrooms. Innovative
teaching pedagogy on the

use of ICT tools to
conduct virtual classes.
Improved student support,
enrollment, attendance, and
performance through the sharing
of social workersand councilors,
and school complex
M anagement committees (rather
than only School Management
Committees) for morerobust and
better governance, monitoring,
oversight, innovations, and
initiativesby local stakeholders.
Building suchlarger communities
of schools, school leaders,
teachers, students, support staff,
parents, and local citizenswould
energize and empower the
schooling system, and in a
resource-efficient manner.

(8) Standard Setting and
Accreditation for School
Education - The NEP, 2020
envisions an effective quality
self-regulation or accreditation
system for all stages of
education, including pre-school
education—private, public, and
philanthropic — to ensure
compliance with mandatory
quality standards. To ensure
that all schoolsadhereto certain
minimum professional and
quality standards, States/UTs
will set up anindependent, state-
wide body called the State
School Standards Authority
(SSSA). In addition to the
standard  criterion  for
accreditation, to ensure
academic quality, a separate
School Quality Assessment and
Accreditation Framework hasto
be developed by SCERTs. All
schools, including private
schools, will be assessed and
accredited on the same criteria,
benchmarks, and processes,
with an emphasison onlineand
offline public disclosure and
transparency. Educational

outcomes and the transparent
disclosure of all financial,
academic, and operational
matters will be given due
importance and suitably
incorporated in the evaluation
of schools. By ensuring a
uniform process of
accreditation and quality
framework for both public and
private schools, the objective of
reforming the public education
system could be ensured.

(9) Technology in Education
: NDEAR - The recent rise in
epidemics and pandemics
necessitates that we are ready
with alternative modes of
quality education, whenever
and wherever traditional modes
of education are not possible.
In this regard, the NEP 2020
recognizes the importance of
reaping the benefits of
technology while
acknowledging its potential
risksand dangers. Thiscallsfor
carefully designed and
appropriately scaled pilot
studies to determine how the
benefits of online/digital
education can be reaped while
addressing or mitigating the
downsides. National Digital
Education Architectureisbeing
envisioned as a digital
infrastructure for education that
will help not only the
government at Centre, Stateand
UTs but the entire education
ecosystem including private
sector, non-profit and
technology players to enhance
the quality of education in the
country through innovation and
experimentation. It is part of the
“Digitd India’ initiative of the
Government of India and it
endeavors to make lives smpler
for students, parents, teachers
and adminigtrators.

(10) Reimaging Vocational
Educationand Skill Building- NEP
2020 aims to overcome the
perception of lower socid status
associated with vocational
education and requiresintegration
of vocational education
programme into mainstream
education in a phased manner.
Beginning with vocational
exposure in early agesin middle
school, quality vocational
education will be integrated
smoothly into secondary and
higher education. It will ensure
that every childlearnsat least one
vocation from class 9 onwards
and is exposed to many more
professions. Itwill emphasizethe
importance of skill building,
dignity of labour and various
professions associated with
Indian art and craftsmanship.

Restricting citizens entry-exit to targeting academia,
China grows more authoritarian

€ijing defendsits 'entry-
B exit policy' for citizens.

Chinese antitrust
authority targets academic
database company CNKI. Tibet
Airlines Flight TV 9833 suffers
damage during take-off. India
redeploystroopsto check Chinas
military exercise. Chinascope
brings you the key stories from
China- andtheworld. TheChinese
government's long arm was seen
at work in Shanghai, as the
National Immigration
Adminigtration wants to restrict
citizensfrom leaving the country.
"It is necessary to strictly
implement entry and exit policies,
srictly restrict non-essentia exit
activitiesof Chinesecitizens, and
strictly approveandissueexit and
entry documents,"” said the
agency in a WeChat post. The
decision followed President Xi
Jinping's speech on epidemic
control work.Critics pointed out
that Chinese travellers and
students returning home have
had their passportsclipped. The
immigration authority refuted
mediaclaimsabout the entry-exit
policy.China stopped issuing
new passports for non-essential
travel in 2021, media had
reported earlier. Chinesecitizens
are to come up with fake job
offers to get a new passport

issued because only 'essential’
travel is considered for new
applications.There is no end to
airline-related tragediesin China.
It's only been 54 days since
Flight MU5735 crashed after
taking off from Kunming. Now,
another plane was severely
damaged after skidding from the
runway. On 12 May, Flight
TV9833, withits 113 passengers
and nine crew members, caught
fire while preparing to take off
from the Chongging Jiangbei
International Airport. Media
reports say more than 40
passengers suffered slight
injuries.China National
Knowledge Infrastructure
(CNKI1) is an indispensable
academic databasefor accessing
dissertations and research by
Chinese academics. Now, CNKI
isbeing investigated for selling
articles by experts such as
Zhong Nanshan, available to
readers for free elsewhere.The
regulators have alleged that
CNKI's monopoly on the
academic market allows the
database company to collect
over 53 per cent profit margin.
Even the leading Chinese
universities, such as Peking
University, have complained.
The restriction on academic
freedom hasgrown under Xi, and

wewill havetowait tofind out if
the investigation into CNKI is
part of that trend.In another
academia-related development,
threemajor Chineseuniversities
- Renmin, Nanjing, and Lanzhou
- have withdrawn from the
international university rankings
systems. Themovehasgarnered
support from somesectionsof the
Chinese society who believe the
rankings system is a pyramid
scheme" Theinternationd ranking
of universities is a commercia
pyramid scheme, and it isawise
movetowithdraw,” ssid SmaNan,
a media personality. "The path
taken by Chinese universtiesis
dlightly different from that of
foreign countries. The ranking
needs to be in line with the
interests of the Chinese people.
Wemust put away the mentality
of being a dlave," said a socia
mediauser.In 2019, over 703,500
Chinese students had enrolled
in universities outside of China.
The Chinese government has
been trying to promote
homegrown educational
institutions. Theworld may have
forgotten Hong Kong's plight,
but things got even worse this
week. 90-year-old Cardinal,
Joseph Zen, was arrested under
the Nationa Security Law and
accused of colluding with

foreign forces. Cardinal Zen was
detained along with singer Denise
Ho Wan-sze and former opposition
lawmaker Margaret Ng Ngoi-yee,
and cultural studies scholar Hui
Po-keung. The four individuals
were arrested in connection with
612 Humanitarian Relief Fund,
where all weretrustees. The Hong
Kong court said the fund colluded
with foreign forces.Cardinal Zen
isn't just a religious figure but a
known activist as well. Zen was
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granted bail on Thursday. "We are
firmly opposed to any act that
denigratestherule of law in Hong
Kong and interferesin Hong Kong
affairs." Chinese foreign ministry
spokesperson Zhao Lijiansaid. The
current phase of cold peace
between India and China may
appear uneventful, but there are
border stand-off related
developments every week.Times
Now reported, citing sources, that
the Indian Army has completed a
‘precautionary deployment' to
mirror the presence of PLA in
Eastern Ladakh. A few units of the
army and air force had moved back
from the border during the winter
months when it was virtually
impossible to keep a significant
force on the ground.China has

informed India about its
military exercise across the
border thisyear, accordingto
TimesNow.Thereporting on
the redeployment of troops
wasfurther confirmed by new
Indian Army chief Manoj
Pande's visit to review
"operational preparedness’
in the "forward areas".
Additional Directorate
Generd of Public Information
posted images on Twitter
showing General Pande
interacting with troops in
Ladakh.General Pande has
previoudy saidthat addressing
the security challenge from
Chinawould bethepriority of
his tenure. If the army chief's
vigit to Ladakhwasn't enough,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh gave a statement on
China"We are not concerned
about the ‘'parinaam’
(consequences), but we will
never compromise on our
‘swabhimaan' (self-respect),”
Singhsaidin Lucknow during
an event.Avril Haines, the
Director of National
Intelligence, Sits on top of a
gargantuan bureaucracy of
spooks, and her jobisn't easy
by any stretch. This week,
Hainestegtified infront of the
Senate Armed Services

Committee on the global threats
to the United States. Haines had
something to say about
China."It's our view that (China
is) working hard to effectively
put themselves into apositionin
which their military can take
Taiwan over our intervention,”
Haines said during the
hearing.There is a debate raging
in the Japanese parliament, aso
known as Diet, about developing
counter-strike capabilitiesagaingt
the threat from China.Japanese
Communist Party member Keiji
Kokuta asked the House of

Representatives Committee of
Foreign Affairs if Japan plansto
target the Central Military
Commission and the Five Theetre
Commands aspart of the counter-
grikecgpability. Thequestioncame
after theruling Libera Democratic
Party suggested to the Prime
Minister that Japan develop a
counter-strike capability to attack
"enemy bases and command and
control functions"."As far as
South Asia's current domestic
political turmoil is concerned,
China generally must wait and
watch what happens.

tude towards positivity.

L etter tothe Editor

Positive perspectives change us

"The difference between the impossible and the pos-
sibleliesin aperson's determination," said American athlete
Tommy Lassorda. The bottom line is that if we want to
accomplish something within the limits of our determina-
tion, then theimportant thing we need to keep in mind isthe
positive attitude. A positive attitude helps us to be opti-
mistic and hel psto avoid negative thoughts in our minds.
Naturally, we can be more optimistic about life if we
allow positive attitudes to be ingrained in our minds. We
can only improve our abilities when we change our atti-

25 Nilam Kalita,
Sudent, NEF Law college
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KhadiEri silk training

centre in Tawang
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Itanagar, May 16: Khadi
and Village Industries
Commission (KVIC) hasset
up a"KhadiEri Silk Train-
ing cum Production Cen-
tre" a TawanginArunachal
Pradesh bordering China
and Bhutan.The centre is
aimed at reviving the silk
industry and boosting the
local economy  of
Arunachal Pradesh.The
centre inaugurated by
KVIC Chairman Vinai
Kumar Saxenahas been set
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in Tawang at an altitude of
nearly 14,000 feet and is
equipped with infrastruc-
ture like handlooms,
Charkha, and Silk reeling
machines and warping
drums, etc. The centre is
providing direct employ-
ment to 20 women artisans
of the Tawang and West
Kameng districts.The cen-
tre has been set up with the
assistance of the Buddhist
Culture Preservation Soci-
ety, Bomdila, which has

' provided the builaing for

the Silk Centre.The Khadi
Silk Centre in Arunachal
Pradesh is inspired by the
Prime Minister's vision of
creating sustainable devel-
opment in the remotest of
Indian places and creating
livelihood for thelocalsun-
der "Aatmanirbhar Bharat
Abhiyan". This is the sec-
ond Silk Training cum Pro-
duction Centre set up by
KVICinArunacha Pradesh
inlessthan 2 years. Earlier,

Manipur'sbirth sexratio
reaches 965.2 in 2021-22
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Manipur, May 16: The
Directorate of Family
Welfare of Manipur has
reported that the state's
sex ratio at birth recorded
965.2 female per 1,000
male in the year 2021-
2022.This clarification
comes following an an-
nual report by the Civil
Registration System-
2020, which listed
Manipur as having the
lowest birth sex ratio
state of the country with
880 female per 1000
male.In the report re-
leased by the Registrar
General of India(RGI) on
May 3, Ladakh recorded
the highest sex ratio at
birth in the country with
1104, followed by
Arunachal Pradesh with
1011, Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, Tripura
and Kerala.According to
Dr N Dihe Mao, Addi-
tional Director of Family
Welfare Department, child
sex ratio of Manipur was
953.99 female at birth per
1000 male in the year
2020-2021. "Theinforma-
tion is directly collected
from the health manage-
ment information system

(HMIS) report whichisa
government to govern-
ment (G2G) web-based
monitoring information
system. Moreover, thein-
formation is being pro-
vided by the Ministry of
Health and Family Wel-
fare (MoHFW)," said Dr
Mao.He also stated that
theissue of declining sex
ratio has been discussed
inthe Manipur legislative
assembly session on
February 12, 2021 and the
House has already de-
clared that Manipur be-
ing worst in sex ratio in
the country is totally
wrong.As per the HMIS
report, a total of 20,609
children were born in
Manipur as on April 28
thisyear.In theyear 2021-
2022, Imphal West regis-
tered the highest number
of child birth with 6,903
and sex ratio is 1012.54,
while Jiribam recorded the
lowest with 47 children
and 566.67 as sex ratio,
respectively.Among the
remaining districts, 159
childrenwereregisteredin
Bishnupur (1178.08 sex
ratio), Chandel 410
(990.29), Churachandpur

2,627 (964.85), Imphal East
2,754 (955.97), Kakching
113 (738.46), 132 in
Kamjong (692.31), 952
children in Kangpokpi
(911.65), Noney 307
(967.95), Pherzawl 128
(802.82), 3004 children in
Senapati (900.06 sex ratio),
Tamenglong 592 (934.64),
Tengnoupal 171
(1085.37) 1,161 children
in Thoubal (912.69) and
Ukhrul 1,149 children
(1055.46 as sex ratio).

KVIC hadinaugurated Eri Silk
Training cum Production
Centre in Village Chullyu of
Arunachal Pradesh on Sep-
tember 17, 2020.KVIC Chair-
man V K Saxena said the
"KhadiEri Silk Training cum
Production Centre" aims at
reviving the Silk Industry in
the entire North East which
was almost destroyed in the
last few decades. "Thisfacil-
ity in Tawang will be a big
boost to spinning and weav-
ing activitiesintheentirere-
gion. Training of artisansand
supporting the production of
Eri Silk, whichisindigenous
to the North-Eastern states,
will createlocal employment
and sustainable develop-
ment in the region" he
said.He said the young de-
signers and professionals of
NIFT will also providetrain-
ing to Khadi artisans at this
centre to introduce new de-

signs and develop
trendier clothing to suit
the modern taste of tribal
youths."For centuries,
silk hasbeenintrinsicto
the life of peoplein the
North East but the flood-
ing of low-quality silk in
these markets also de-
stroyed the Silk industry
from North East. The de-
velopment assumes sig-
nificance as the tribal
population in Arunachal
Pradesh, men and women
dike, treditionally wear Eri
Silk and Khadi Cotton
clothes which carries a
deep significance to their
egdlitarian tribal society”
a statement issued by
KVICsadKVICdsams
to connect the centre with
thetourigtsvidting Tawang
and thus providing an as-
uredmarket tothelocd ar-
tisans for their products.

Heavy rainslash
Northeast | ndia

Guwahati, May 16: States
across Northeest Indiawere
battered by heavy rains on
Friday, with reports of land-
didesand damageto houses
and roads coming from
Assam, Meghdaya, Sikkim
and Arunachal so far.The
Met department hasforecast
extremely heavy to heavy
rainfall accompanied with
thunderstorms across all
northeast states, including
parts of Assam, Meghdaya,
Arunachal Pradesh,
Manipur, Nagaland, Tripura,
Mizoramand Sikkim, aswell
assub-HimaayanWest Ben-
gd on Friday. Therainsare
likely to lash these areas un-
til Monday." Moaistureincur-
sonfromthe Bay of Benga
istaking placeover toNorth-
east Indiadueto strong lower
level southerly and south-
westerly windsduring May
13-17 May," agtatement is-
sued by the Guwahati cen-
treof thelndiaMeteorologi-
cal Department said on

Friday.Under theinfluence
of these wesather systems,
the Met department said
widespread rainfdl accom-
panied with thunderstorm/
lightning and heavy tovery
heavy rainfall at isolated
places very likely over

Arunachal Pradesh,
Assam, Meghal aya,
Nagaland,  Manipur,

Mizoram and Tripura.The
Met department forecast
extremely heavy rains for
Meghalaya during this
period. TheMeghaayaMet
office said thunderstorm/
lightning and light to mod-

'-""F-br

eraterainfal isvery likey tocon
tinueover most placesuntil late
on Friday, with intermittent in-
tensespellsof raininWest Garo
Hills, South West Garo Hills,
Eagt Khas Hills, West Jaintia
Hills and Ribhoi
digtricts." Strong southwesterly
winds from the Bay of Benga
to the northeast and adjoining
east Indiaat lower tropospheric
levelsarelikely toresultiniso-
lated extremely heavy to very
heavy rainfall over Arunachal,
Assam, Meghaaya, Nagaland,
Manipur, Sikkim, Mizoramand
Tripuratill May 16," aMet de-
partment officid said.

Prepar e action plan for NE based
on its challenges. Birla

Itanagar, May 16: LokSabha
Speaker Om Birla Thursday
emphasised on the need to
prepare an action plan for
diversed northeastern states
to address their challenges
and achieve sustainable
development. The multiplicity
of topographical features, and
tribal communities, aresignifi-
cant challenges which, how-
ever, isoffset by the multifari-
ous strengths of the north-
east, he pointed
out.Highlighting its
strengths, the Speaker said
the diligence, hardworking
ethos, and talent of the people
of the region can be har-
nessed to overcome the
challenges.The LokSabha
Speaker was addressing the
inaugural ceremony of the
two-day conference of the
Commonwedlth Parliamentary
Association, India Region

BN

Zone 3, a the state as-
sembly here.Noting that
Prime Minister
NarendraModi had taken
several steps for the de-
velopment of theregion,
Birla said there are till
many gapsinthefield of
infrastructure, education,
health, security and con-

nectivity due to various
reasons which, need to be
addressed.The Speaker
said that the Centre has
made continuous efforts
for all-round devel opment
of the northeast through
theAct East Policy and the

Prime Minister had in-
structed all the Ministries

'Paid requisite permit' must for
tourlstsvehlclesto Nathula: IGP

Gangtok, May 16: A senior
Sikkim police officer has
warned police personnel of
strict action for allowing
tourist vehicles to Nathula
without paid requisite
permit.The tourist season
has picked up momentum
and it is observed that a
large number of touristsare
visiting areaswithinthe Re-
stricted Area Permit/Pro-
tected AreaPermit aress. In-
flow of tourists provides
gainful employment to all
the stakeholders,
SonamTenzing Bhutia, the
Inspector General of Police

(IGP) Checkposts Headquar-
ter, said in an office order on
Friday."A lot of unfortunate
reports against police person-
nel involving officersdownto
constable is coming through
unofficial channel that ve-
hicles are being allowed to
visit Nathulawithout the paid
requisite permit issued by the
Tourism Department and the
Army," he said.The IGP said
that it has also been reported
that some officers are in-
volved in running such a
racket wherein alargefleet of
vehicles were being sent to
Nathulaunder their patronage

and the money collected
in cash from the taxi
drivers."This act
amounts to corruption
and, assuch, isliablefor
departmental action and
prosecution under the
Prevention of Corruption
Act,” Bhutia warned.In
addition, the state gov-
ernment was losing out
on the revenue which
otherwise would have
accrued to the exchequer
in the event of all
Nathula-bound vehicle
paying up for obtaining
requisite permit fromthe
concerned authorities, he
said.Observing that the
reported incident was a
disgracing to the image
of Sikkim Police, the|GP
directed the SP & ASP
(Check Posts) to visit
Nathulatwice aweek on
rotation to supervise the
functioning of the police-
men on duty at the inter-
national border.Theoffic-
ers shall interact with

tourists and taxi drivers
and get their feedback on
police checking, the IGP
said and asked for submis-
sion of areport to him on
such checking.Meanwhile,
the Travel AgentsAssocia-
tion of Sikkim (TAAS) has
expressed ignorance about
theoccurrenceof irregul ari-
ties carried out by drivers
in taking tourists to
Nathulawithout obtaining
permit for the purposefrom
the concerned
authorities."It is unfortu-
nate if any corruption has
taken place due to nexus
with police personnel and
drivers by taking tourists
to Nathulawithout obtain-
ing permit for their visit,"
the TAAS President
Sonam Norgay Lachungpa
told PTI.He demanded
strict action against the
cul prits(corrupt police per-
sonnel and the drivers of
tourist vehicles) if such
‘corrupt’ activities have
taken place.

Shillong, May 16: Meghdaya
Chief Minister Conrad
Sangma on Friday urged the
tribal community, especidly
the youth, to explore means
to contribute to nation
building.He pledged his sup-
port to initiatives taken for
conservation of tribal
culture.Speaking at the first
PA SangmaMemoarid Lecture-
cum-International Seminar at
Bodoland University here,
Sangma said the tribals must
doinnovaivethinkingtomeet
the chdlenges of modern so-

ciety. They must aso ensure
that the community contributes
meaningfully towards nation
building, he added. Sasngmaex-
horted thestudentstowork hard
and become useful human re-
sourcefor thecountry, onesthat
can lead their peers in chosen
fidds. Recdling the contribu-
tions made by hislate father in
addressing challenges faced by
thetribas, the Meghdaya CM
assured al help from the PA
Sangma Foundation towards
initiativesby theBodoland Uni-
verdty for preserving the cul-

Tribals mus explore meansto contribute to nation:

tureof thecommunity. Shar-
ing photographs on his
Twitter handle later,
Sangma wrote, ".... | re-
caled the lessons & val-
ues my Father (L) P
ASangma taught that are
rlevanttill today. Hislifeis
inspirational to many.
Grateful for theopportunity
to be here" P ASangma
connected with people
fromal waksof life& his
impact livesonthroughthe
lives he touched," he
added, thanking all speak-

ers at the event.Assam
Miniger UGBrahma,inhis
Speech, recounted the con-
tributions of late Sangma
as avisonary and strong
leader in forwarding the
struggleof triba peopleof
the northeastern
region.Bodoland Territorid
Region chief PramodBoro,
speaking on the occasion,
urgedtheMeghdayachief
minister to carry forward
theroleof hisfather ines-
pousing the cause of the
tribals of theregion.

to spend ten per cent of
their budget for the
northeast.We have to con-
Sder howtoformulatedeve -
opmentd schemesfor there-
gionwith publicparticipation
and cooperation while pro-
tecting its ethnic heritage,
environment, and naturd re-
sources S0 that employment
is generated and prosperity
can be ensured, he
observed.There will be no
dissatisfaction among
people if the government
takes into account their
views while making poli-
cies and governs accord-
ingly to their aspirations,
the Speaker stressed.In

thelast couple of years, work
isgoing on at arapid pacein
theareas of power, water sup-
ply, health education, tourism,
and connectivity, which will
usher in a new era of devel-
opment and prosperity for the
people, Birlaadded.Pointing
out that thereisasurgeinthe
demand for organic farming
and products in the agricul-
ture sector all over theworld,
the Speaker said the govern-
ment has to convince people
to increase the production of
organic cropsand develop an
appropriate marketing system
to export the products.The
northeast has been affected
by extremismandterrorismfor
alongtime. Themorewenur-
ture democratic ethos, in-
volve people in the demo-
cratic process, make action
plansfor devel opment as per
their aspirations, themorewe
will beabletomoveaway from
insurgency, Birla said.The
Central and the state govern-
ments are working together
for the development of the
region with more public par-
ticipation and people are now
convinced that extremism is
not the solution to any prob-
lem, Birlasaid.

Manik Sahainstituted
as Tripura CM

Agartala, May 16: The BJP central leadership instituted

ManikSaha as Tripura chief minister,

"replacing” Biplab

Deb, only after careful thought and consideration, senior
leader RatanLaNath said on Sunday.The decision was
taken to ensure the betterment of the state and the party in
the days to come, he told reporters shortly after Saha, the
state BJPpresident, took oath asthe new chief minister.Nath
also said that a new state cabinet would be formed in the
next two to three days." The BJP isthe biggest party in the
world with over 17 crore active members. Leaders like
NarendraModi, Amit Shah and JP Nadda have replaced
Deb after careful consideration,” he stated.Asked if the
decision could have an adverse effect on the saffron party's
prospects in Assembly polls next year, Nath, the parlia
mentary affairs minister in the Deb-led cabinet, said that
was not apossibility. The BJP had changed chief ministers
thricein poll-bound Uttarakhand in a span of few months.
It turned out to be a successful strategy as the party won.
TheBJPwill emergevictoriousin the 2023 Assembly elec-
tionstoo, bagging more seatsthanit previously did," Nath,
often referred to as 'chanakya on the state's political land-
scape, said.The senior BJP leader further explained that
Deb was not upset over the decision." There was a
chance of adverseimpact had the former chief minister
been upset over the party's decision. But thisis not the
case. Deb was the one who held consultations on Satur-
day with the central leadership and karyakartas over the
formation of the new cabinet,” Nath maintained. Assert-
ing that Deb secured "grand success" in the state during
hisfour-and-a-half-year tenure asits chief minister, meet-
ing basic needs of people, Nath added that the former
CM would soon beseen inanew roIe in the party.




ﬁ TUESDAY, MAY 17, 2022

Traffic on Slchar-Guwahati road

development, due to heavy water logging and landslides following torrential
rainfal invarious parts of Assam, severa trainshave been cancelled or partially
cancelled in Lumding-Badarpur route till May 17. More than 25 pairs of
trains connecting Tripura, Mizoram and southern Assam had to be cancelled
following heavy landslides triggered by heavy rainsin Assam's Dima Hasao
district.Landslides in many areas have also disrupted communication on
various routes. At least three people, including a child, were washed away in
the Jatinga river and the bodies of two victims were recovered on Sunday.
The body of a child was recovered by afew locals on Monday morning and
afew people remained missing till Sunday after the landslides.Meanwhile,
former MLA from Borkhola constituency Dr Rumi Nath also remained
stranded on Silchar-Guwahati road in Sonapur- Rathacherra area. Assam has
been ravaged by flash floods, causing snapping of vital rail and road links
from other parts of the state and region." Amid heavy downpour and flood-
like situation in Assam, vehicles waited in queues for long hours and
passengers remained stranded. Landslides were also reported from severa
areas," Dr Nath said.The flood situation in Assam continues to remain grim
and over 41,000 people have been affected in Cachar district alone. TheAssam
State Disaster Management Authority (ASDMA) officias told that 1,658
flood-affected people have taken shelter in various relief campsthat were set
up by the district administration.The State Disaster Response Fund (SDRF),
Fireand Emergency Services, | AF and district administration have been roped
in for rescue operations in various parts of the state. Around 57,000 people
across seven districts in Assam have been affected by the current spell of
floods, an official statement said.

Assam floods affect thousands

has submerged under flood waters, the data showed.Three people including
achild died during this natural calamity in Assam.Apart from human beings,
around 1,434 livestock and atotal of 202 houses have been damaged so far
due to floods.The Army, para-military forces, SDRF, Fire and Emergency
Services carried out rescue and relief operations in flood-hit areas of the
state. Several roads, bridges, and irrigation canals were damaged in Hojai,
L akhimpur and Nagaon districts.On Saturday, incessant rainstriggered land-
dlidesin 12 villages parts of the Dima Hasao district.Due to the landslides,
railway track, bridges, and road communi cations have been waterlogged and
damaged.In view of the calamity, Northeast Frontier Railway made changes
in train services over the section.However, two trains got stranded, each with
about 1400 passengers, NF Railway said in an official statement.Evacuation
operations were initiated soon after by the Railway authorities with the
help of the Air Force, National Disaster Response Force (NDRF), Assam
Rifles, and local people.Around 1,245 railway passengers stranded at
Ditokcherra station have been brought up to Badarpur and Silchar and
119 passengers have been airlifted by the Indian Air Force to Silchar, the
Railway said in a statement.

Congressdoesnot want to ddete

industrialists, and the other for Dalits, farmers, the poor, and the underprivi-
leged while the Congress wants only one Hindustan, he said, adding, "Thisis
the fight in the country”.The former Congress chief said there is afight be-
tween two ideologiesin the country."We work to connect while they work to
divide. We help the weaker and they help selected top industriaists,” he
said. The Congress leader, who has been targeting the government over the
state of the economy and the i ssue of unemployment, said, " The BJP govern-
ment has attacked our economy. PM did demonetisation, and wrongly imple-
mented GST due to which the economy got destroyed. UPA worked to
strengthen the economy but Narendra Modi caused harm to our
economy"."Every youth knows that they cannot get jobsin Hindustan today.
Inflation is increasing," he said.Gandhi said the Centre brought three laws
against farmers which had to be withdrawn after protests and charged that
two-three select industrialists were supposed to get full advantage of the
laws.Praising the Ashok Gehlot-led Congress government, Gandhi said it is
working for the interest of farmers, tribals, Dalits and all sections of
society.While addressing tribals in the rally, Gandhi said he was told that a
fair of tribalsis organised at the Dham which is considered the 'M ahakumbh'
of tribals and he would also come to attend the fair and seeit.

I ndia-Nepal agreeto establish

announced the signing of the pacts after bilateral talks between PM Modi and
his Nepali counterpart, Sher Bahadur Deuba.The two sides also agreed in
principleto establish the sister city relations between L umbini and Kushinagar.
The necessary process will be taken in due course through appropriate local
authorities, the Ministry added.Earlier in the day, Modi and Deuba jointly
laid the foundation of the Indialnternational Centrefor Buddhist Culture and
Heritage in Lumbini, the birthplace of Gautam Buddha. Shortly after his ar-
rival, the Indian leader offered prayers at the famous Maya Devi temple.
India and Nepal signed a slew of agreements, including cooperation among
the higher educational institutions of the two countries and the state power
authorities. Thelist of agreements signed between the two countriesincluded
the memorandum of understanding (MoU) between the Indian Council of
Cultural Relations (ICCR) and Lumbini Buddhist University for the estab-
lishment of Dr. Ambedkar Chair for Buddhist Studies. An MoU was signed
between ICCR and CNAS, Tribhuvan University on the establishment of the
ICCR Chair of Indian Studies. Another MoU wasinked between Indian ICCR
and Kathmandu University (KU) on the establishment of the ICCR Chair of
Indian Studies.Other agreements included "MoU between Kathmandu Uni-
versity (KU), Nepal and Indian Institute of Technology Madras (11 T-M), In-
dia and also between Kathmandu University (KU), Nepal and Indian Insti-
tute of Technology (IITM), India for a joint degree program at Master's
level." An agreement between the Indian public sector undertaking SIVN Ltd
and Nepal Electricity Authority (NEA) for the development and implementa-
tion of the Arun 4 hydro-project was also signed.PM Modi arrived in Lumbini
thismorning on an official visit. On arrival at Lumbini, Prime Minister Modi
was received by the Nepal PM and his spouse Arzu Deuba. Both the leaders
participated in the foundation stone laying ceremony for the construction of
a Centre of Buddhist Culture and Heritage in Lumbini, on the occasion of
Buddha Jayanti. They also visited the Maya Devi Temple. It is Prime Minis-
ter Modi's fifth visit to Nepal since 2014. Modi and his entourage arrived
here on a specia Indian Air Force helicopter from Kushinagar, Uttar
Pradesh.On Friday, Foreign Secretary Vinay Mohan Kwatra said that Modi's
talks with Deuba will have a comprehensive agenda to further expand coop-
eration. Notably, land-locked Nepal relies heavily on Indiafor the transpor-
tation of goods and services. Nepal's access to the seaisthrough India, and it
imports a predominant proportion of its requirements from and through In-
dia. The India-Nepal Treaty of Peace and Friendship of 1950 forms the bed-
rock of the special relations between the two countries.

11 minigerstake oath as cabinet

a day earlier got Saha the top job, was present at the ceremony along with
BJP MLAs and state ministers. Saha, who is also the Tripura BJP President,
was sworn-in on Sunday as the 12th Chief Minister of the state just a day
after Biplab Kumar Deb resigned from the top post.Deb, 51, became the
Chief Minister on March 9, 2018, after the BJP-IPFT alliance came to power
by defeating the Left Front in the Assembly elections, ending the latter's
25-year rule.With the internal feud in the IPFT, former Forest and Tribal
Welfare Minister Mevar Kumar Jamatiawas dropped by the party supremo
Narendra Chandra Debbarma.Main opposition CPI-M led Left Front, Con-
gress and other political parties boycotted the swearing-in-ceremonies on
Sunday and Monday alleging large scale political attacks.The election to
the 60-member Tripura Assembly is due in January-February 2023. Since
May 2019, Tripura had witnessed waves of revolt by dissident BJP MLAS
and leaders against Deb.

Assam's NRC not final, Foreigners

crore applicants were excluded from the complete NRC draft published on
August 31, 2019.An FT member, declining to be quoted, responded to Mr
Sarmasletter on May 10, insisting that the NRC was final and was published
in compliance with various orders and judgements of the Supreme Court and
through a notification of the RGCR.He cited Clause 7 of the Citizenship
Rules of 2003 and a press statement by former State Coordinator Prateek
Hajelaon August 31, 2019, "whereby it was clear that the published NRC is
the final NRC".The member also said the NRC lists (draft, additional draft
and supplementary list) are mentioned as final NRC on the official
website.Saying the "final NRC published under the supervision of the Su-
preme Court and notification of RGCR" is not final wasin contrast with the
available records and orders of the top court, the FT member said.Adding
that the State Coordinator " cannot propagate hiswrong understanding of law,
rules, notifications and orders of the Supreme Court", the member advised
him to "withdraw his letter and stop interfering in the lawful functioning of
the Foreigners Tribunals which is beyond your jurisdiction and limits of
power".Only the RGI (Registrar General of India) and Hajelaisauthorised to
publish the final NRC, which is yet to be done. The Supreme Court asked
Hajelato publish the supplementary list of inclusions and exclusions, not the
final NRC. Some FT members have been giving judgements claiming the
NRC as final," Mr. Sarma .In September 2021, an FT member in southern
Assam's Karimganj district declared a doubtful migrant as Indian while ob-
serving that members of hisfamily figured in the "final NRC".

119 Passengers Stranded

Also, 345 more passengers from Ditokcherra have been evacuated on Mon-
day. Only ahandful of passengersare left who will be evacuated today. With
this we should be done with the evacuation of all the passengers, he
added.Meanwhile, Cachar Deputy Commissioner Keerthi Jalli informed on
Sunday that the passengers were airlifted and brought to the Kumbhirgram
IAF base here. "All the evacuated passengers were given refreshments and
later buses were arranged by us to take them out to the city. We are already
reeling under the floods and Meghalaya water running off is affecting
Katigorah and DimaHasao affecting Borkholla." Road connectivity hasbeen
disrupted in Balacherra and trains are being stranded at Ditokcherra al si-
multaneously. We had to mobilise manpower immediately and also reached
out to SDRF, NDRF, Assam Rifles, BSF and the Indian Air Force as many
areas needed attention. We thank all organisations for their support. We are
regquesting people to avoid travel as much as possible as MET is predicting
turbulent weather for the next 10 days," the DC said.

Ddhi Reports Record 49 Degrees

agency advised peoplein northern Indiato avoid venturing outside their homes
unless absolutely essential and to drink plenty of water even if not
thirsty.Weather station at Safdarjung observed a max temperature of 45.6
degrees Celsius while the west part of Delhi reported temperatures ranging
between 46 to 48 degrees Celsius.On May 29, 1944, Safdarjung recorded a
max temperature of 47.2 degrees Celsius.Maximum temperatures reached
47.5 degrees Celsius at Jafarpur, 47.3 degrees Celsius at Pitampuraand 47.2
degrees Celsius at Ridge.Other parts of Delhi observed maximum tempera-
turesriseto 46.8 degrees Celsius at Ayanagar, 46.4 degrees Celsius at Palam
and 45.8 degrees Celsius at L odhi Road, the weather agency said.In Haryana,
Gurgaon recorded the highest temperature today amongst other stationswhich
are 48.1 degrees Celsius and Mukhtsar in Punjab reported 47.4 degrees
Celsius.An 'orange’ alert has been issued to caution people about a severe
heatwave on Sunday.The IMD, initsdaily weather bulletin, said that on May
15, "Heat wave conditions in most parts with severe heat wave conditionsin
many partsvery likely over West Rgjasthan; heat wave conditionsin most parts
with severe heat wave conditionsin some parts over East Rajasthan; heat wave
conditions in many parts with severe heat wave conditionsin isolated pockets
over Madhya Pradesh, Punjab, Uttar Pradesh and Haryana-Delhi; heat wave
conditions in isolated pockets over Jammu Division, Jharkhand and
Vidarbha." Cloudy sky may provide somerelief from theintense heat next week.
"On May 16, thunderstorm accompanied with lightning and hail/gusty winds
(speed 30-40 kmph) at isolated places is likely over Jammu and Kashmir,
Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand; with lightning and hail/gusty winds (speed
40-50 kmph) at isolated placesK erdlaand Mahe; with lightning/gusty winds (speed
30-40kmph) at isol ated placesover Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarhand Delhi, Odisha,
Gangetic West Bengd and Andaman-Nicobar Idands and with lightning at iso-
lated places over East Uttar Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Karnataka, Lakshadweep and
Tamilnadu-Puducherry-Karaikd," read the bulletin. The weather agency advised
peoplewith moderate hedlth conditionsresiding in Northern Indiato avoid ventur-
ing outsde their homes unless absolutely essential. "Heat wave could lead to mod-
erate hedlth concern for vulnerable people e.g. infants, elderly, peoplewith chronic
diseases. Increased likelihood of heet illness symptoms in people who are either
exposed tosunfor aprolonged period or doing heavy work," thebulletin said." Avoid
heet exposure, keep cool. Avoid dehydration. Drink sufficient water- even if not
thirsty. Avoid heat exposure, wear lightweight, light-coloured, loose, cotton clothes
and cover the head by use of cloth, hat or umbrdlaetc. Use ORS, homemadedrinks
like lasd, torani (rice water), lemon water, buttermilk, etc to keep yoursdf hy-
drated," the central weather agency said.

Gyanvapi Mosque Filming Ends
Gyanvapi mosgue were disclosed by any member of the commission. "The
court is the custodian of the information about the survey. One member was
debarred from the commission for about a few minutes yesterday, later ad-
mitted to the commission,” he said and claimed that the one person has ex-
pressed some opinion which is their persona view.The last day of filming
began this morning amid tight security and restrictions near the complex.
"The survey commission has completed its work today. It has filmed all the
places in detail. Three domes, underground basements, pond...all have been
video recorded. The advocate commissioner will submit hisreport in the court
tomorrow which will be prepared by the three commission memberstoday. If
the report is not finished on time, we will ask the court for more time," the
government lawyer Mahendra Prasad Pandey told , adding that the entire
process was peaceful. The Anjuman Intejamiya M asjid management commit-
tee of the Gyanvapi mosgue has petitioned the Supreme Court to stop the
survey. A two-member bench led by Justice DY Chandrachud will hear the
matter on Tuesday. The petition statesthat theAllahabad High Court had already
stayed the original suit filed in 1991 but another petition wasfiled in 2021 just to
bypass it. Both the 1991 and 2021 petitions are against the Places of Worship
(Specid Provisions) Act, 1991 which a five-bench of the Supreme Court had
also endorsed during the Ayodhya judgement. Till Sunday, around 65 per cent of
the survey was completed. The mosqgue is located close to the iconic Kashi
Vishwanath temple and the local court is hearing a plea by a group of women
seeking permission for daily prayersbeforetheidolsonitsouter walls.Five Hindu
women have sought year-long access to pray at the shrine behind the mosgue.
The steiscurrently open for prayers once ayear. The women also want permis-
sonto pray to other "visbleandinvisbledeitieswithin theold templecomplex”.A
part of this survey took place on May 6 but was hated after a dispute broke out
over filming inside the mosque. The mosque committee said the court had not
ordered videography inside the mosque. The petitioners lawyer, however, in-
sisted that the court had given ago-ahead.Hearing the matter last week, theloca
court had ordered videography can happen at all places asked for by the
petitioners.Vikram Shukla, alawyer for petitioners, told on thefirst day of film-
ing that they were satisfied with the proceedings. "We accessed all the areas that
the petitioners wanted. We told the commissioner about it and he in turn coordi-
nated with the opposite side. There were clear orders that legal action would be
taken against anyone who tried to stop the process but nothing of this sort hap-
pened," Mr Shuklahad said. A lawyer representing the Gyanvapi Mosgue trust
that approached the Supreme Court against the filming order saying it isat odds
with the Places of Worship Act, 1991, claimed nothing unusual wasfound during
the survey. "First everyone went inside, two locks to basements were opened,
one was broken because it was old and rusted. There were just norma rooms. |
don't think anything of significance was found," Mr Tauhwed .

Gohpur- Submerge the flood water on Monday

Protestsin Nigeria after arrestsfor
'‘blasphemy’ killing of female student

Kano, May 16 : Hundreds of peoplein Nigeria's north-western city of Sokoto
demonstrated on Saturday over the arrest of two students after the murder of
aChristian student accused of blasphemy, residents said.Africa's most populous
country is roughly divided between Muslims and Christians but religious
tensions and deadly clashes are not uncommon, particularly in the
north.Deborah Samuel, a student at Shehu Shagari college of education, was
stoned to death on Thursday and her body burned by amob of Muslim students
of the college after she made a post on social mediathey deemed insulted the
prophet Muhammad.Police said they made two arrests after the incident and
had begun amanhunt for other suspectswho appeared in footage of the murder
shared on social media.Early on Saturday, Muslim youths took to the streets
of the city, lighting bonfires and demanding the release of the two suspects,
despitethe earlier deployment of police to maintain order, residents said.Some
of the protesters besi eged the palace of Muhammad Sa'ad Abubakar, the sultan
of Sokoto and the highest spiritual figure among Muslimsin Nigeria, after he
condemned the killing and demanded those involved face justice." It was more
of ariot by amob of young men and women who were demanding the rel ease of
the two people arrested over the killing of the Christian student,” said a Sokoto
resident, Ibrahim Arkilla"The crowd which made bonfires on the streets were
also demanding the police stop the manhunt for those identified to have taken
part inthe killing," said Arkilla, who witnessed the protests.A large number of
protesters gathered at the palace chanting "Allahu Akbar", said Bube Ando,
who lives nearby. " Some among the security men deployed to protect the palace
tried to ask the protesters to leave but they became unruly.

N. F. Railway evacuates all
stranded passengers
Effortstorestorethelineareon

: Ths Nyl
Guwahati, May 16 : Continued inclement weather and incessant rain on Mon-
day led to further landslides and water logging at several locationsin Lumding
- Badarpur hill section of Lumding division apart from the ones which were
already washed out yesterday. Around 1600 railway passengers stranded at
Ditokcherra station had already been rescued yesterday and were sent up to
Badarpur and Silchar. Out of the 1600 passengers, 119 were evacuated by the
Indian Air Force. Stranded passengers of train no. 15615 at New Haflong
were moved to Maibang station by buses. 204 passengers had | eft for Guwahati
from Maibang yesterday. Around 169 stranded passenger left for Guwahati
from Maibang station at 04.30 AM today. About 571 more stranded passen-
gers at Ditokchera station have aso been rescued today. The last evacuation
special from KM 135 up to Badarpur and Silchar moved at 07:30 pm. With
this Northeast Frontier Railway has successfully completed the evacuation of
all the stranded passengers. Coordinated efforts at all the affected stations and
coordination with local administration, Assam Rifles, Indain Air Force and
NGOs have shown resultsin these tough and demanding weather conditions.
N. F. Railway conducted the rescued and relief operations of stranded train
passengers on war footing under the supervision of senior officersof Lumding
division and headquarters. Staffs of various departments have provided their
dedicated servicesday and night for this heroic performance. The on-siteteam
effort of P-way Inspectors, Station Masters, Assistant Station Masters,
Trolleymen and most importantly the RPF personnel guided by the officers at
site have saved lives of many passengers. The Railways while having put
efforts in rescuing the stranded passengers, has also ensured sanitation and
medical facility for them. Food and drinking water was provided to al the
stranded passengers regularly. Station staff went out of their way to provide
food to some passengers out of their own kitchen even when their homes
werefilling up with the flood waters. Railway Staff at Daotuhaja station have
taken shelter in station premises because of floods. Efforts are being made to
provide them with food and water. Passengers expressed their gratitude for
rescue and alternative arrangements made by the railway authority. Passen-
gers were satisfied that all necessary measures were taken to bring them by
special trains and other mode of transport and also for arranging food for al.
N. F. Railway has also arranged to refund the ticket fares to the affected pas-
sengers. Refund amounting to Rs 8 lakhs has already been made for 1006
passengers. Remaining affected passengers can claim their refundson IRCTC
website (for e-tickets) and at PRS counters of the concerned stations (for win-
dow tickets). Having rescued and evacuated al the passengers, Railwaysis
now putting al its efforts in restoring the damaged line and re-starting the
train servicesto South Assam, Manipur, Tripuraand Mizoram. The continued
rain in the area has caused landslides at many more |locations. New Haflong
station is completely inundated with debris. The empty passenger train stand-
ing at the station has been washed off from the tracks due to a massive land-
dlide. The number of breach locations have increased to 53 today (26 loca-
tions were indentified yesterday). However, the restoration works at 11 loca
tions have already been completed. Northeast Frontier Railway isworking on
war footing to ensure connectivity to the affected region.
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All Assam Muay Thai
championship ended

Assam Rising, Guwahati, May 16 : 18th
Muay Thai
Championship-2022 for Sub-junior, Junior
and Senior Boys & Girls had ended
successfully which was organized by
Kamrup District Amateur Muay Thai
Association from May 13 -15 at the Indoor
Stadium of Sonapur College. About 200

All Assam Amateur

competitors from 16 districts of Assam
participated in the event. On the beginning
day, the event was inaugurated by Dr.
Debabrata Khanikar, Principal, Sonapur
College. From the winners of this event, the
State Team would be selected for the National
Muay Thai Championship to be held in June
16-22 next in Madhya Pradesh.

Guwahati, May 16 : Nihad
Islam Hazarika clinched
the title in Sunday Rapid
Chess Tournament
organized by Guwahati
Chess Academy on 15th
May, 2022 at Academy
premises at R G Baruah
Road, Guwahati. Nihad
scored 5.5 points from 6
rounds and remains
unbeaten throughout the
tournament. In the final
rounds He beat Rishav
Barman. Nalinakhya
Kashyap Kashyap got
second position by
scoring 5 points. Prakash

Andreas Christensen made himself
unavailable for Chelsea at FA Cup final

London, May 16 : Andreas
Christensen limited Chelsea's
defensive options in the FA
Cup final by making himself
unavailable for selection on
the day of  the
game.Christensen, who is
poised to join Barcelona on a
free transfer at the end of the
season, was a surprise
absentee from the squad that
lost on penalties against
Liverpool at Wembley on
Saturday. He was not
carrying an injury and told
Thomas Tuchel of his
decision on Saturday
morning.It is understood that
he had not been feeling well
during the week and informed
Chelsea's head coach that he
was not ready to play.
Christensen had managed to
start Chelsea's win against
Leeds last Wednesday.
Tuchel made no mention of
the centre-back being injured
before or after the Liverpool
game. Christensen's

teammates were said to be
shocked and confused when
the Denmark international left
the team hotel.It is unclear if

Christensen was going to start
against Liverpool, though
sources suggested he was
going to be a substitute. But
if he had not started the final
he would have been a
candidate to come off the

bench at Wembley after
Thiago Silva sustained an
early injury. Silva soldiered on
and finished the game but the
37 year old was walking with
a heavy limp as he exited
Wembley.Tuchel will have a
chance to talk about
Christensen before Chelsea,
whose defence will be
weakened further when

Boston beat champion
Bucks to set up East final
with Miami

Paris, May 16 : Luka
Doncic scored 35 points,
Spencer Dinwiddie added
30 and the Dallas Mavericks
stunned the top-seeded
Phoenix Suns with a 123-90
Game 7 blowout on Sunday
night, advancing to the
Western Conference finals
for the first time since
2011.Dallas broke through
on the road after the home
team won the first six games
of the series, dominating
from start to finish.
Conversely, it was an
embarrassing no-show for
the Suns who advanced to
the NBA finals last season

with a very similar roster. The
fourth-seeded Mavericks
travel to face Golden State
in Game 1 on Wednesday.
Doncic earned the Mavs an
early lead, making his first
three shots, including two
three-pointers. That helped
Dallas push to a 27-17
advantage in the first
quarter and a whopping 57-
27 cushion at the halftime
break. Doncic and Dinwiddie,
who came off the bench,
combined to pour in 48 of the
Mavericks' 57 points.Simply
put, the Suns looked
overwhelmed by the
pressure of a Game 7. They

missed shots they usually
make, made bad passes they
usually don't make and
looked nothing like the team
that won an NBA-best 64
games during the regular
season. By halftime, many
Suns fans were booing at the
unsightly display.The series
might have been close but
the individual games usually
were not. Three of the first
six games were decided by
at least 20 points and none
of the games came down to
the final possession.Game
7 followed a similar pattern,
except the team doing all the
damage was the road team.

Emma Hayes hails
Chelsea's FA Cup winners
as 'best I'Ve ever coached'’

Wembley, May 16 : Emma
Hayes said her current
group of players is the
"best I've ever coached"
after Chelsea's hard-fought
3-2  victory against
Manchester City in the FA
Cup final."Honestly, those
women will go down in
history," a beaming Hayes
said. "I will look back in 10
years' time and I'll be like:
'"That group was immense.'
It's the best team I've ever
coached. "I totally
understand that we always
want to talk about perfection
in football but having been
on the winning side more
often than not, let me tell
you, it's about human
endeavour. And we have a
group of people who are not
going to be on the losing
team, they'll find a
way."Hayes's team twice

took the lead in a thrilling
chess match of a game that
went to extra time in front of
arecord crowd for the final.
Sam Kerr put Chelsea ahead
in the 33rd minute only for
Lauren Hemp to equalise
shortly before half-time. Erin
Cuthbert restored Chelsea's
lead just after the hour but
the City substitute Hayley
Raso scored with a minute
of normal time remaining.

Kerr struck again in the first

half of extra time.The
Manchester City manager,
Gareth Taylor, said that
rather than disappointment
he felt pride in the fight
shown by his side. "Of
course I'm biased but I felt
we were the dominant team
for large periods of the
game," he said. "We
showed character to
bounce back.

Antonio Riidiger joins Real
Madrid, face Leicester on
Thursday. Last week, though,
the club's head coach
admitted the Dane's decision
to join Barga has affected his
form. Christensen was
substituted at half-time during
Chelsea's defeats by Real
Madrid and Arsenal last
month, and he has been in an
awkward position after talks
over a contract extension hit
a dead end earlier this
season.Chelsea twice had
verbal agreements with
Christensen for a new deal,
only for the defender to
change his mind on both
occasions. The player later
hired new representatives,
who wanted to start
negotiations from scratch.
Chelsea's board took a
different view.The situation
has not gone down well at
Stamford Bridge. But there is
no bitterness towards
Riidiger, even though the
Germany centre-back is also
leaving on a free. The
feeling is that Riidiger, who
has agreed a four-year deal
with Madrid, has not
messed Chelsea around. He
had another fine game
against Liverpool.

Nihad Islam Hazarika

Nath, Jagajit Sinha and
Subhangpran Kashyap also
scored 5 points each but
placed third, fourth and fifth
according to their tie-break
score.Dhanyata Goswami
got first position in under-7
category by scoring 3
points. Divyansh Deb also
scored 3points but he was
declared second on the
basis of tie-break score.
Praharsh Choudhury got
third position in this
category with 2 points. In
under 9 category Agnij
Bora scored 4 points and
got first position. Hriyan
Kaushik Thakuria and
Neehar Das both scored 3
points each and declared
second and third
respectively on the basis
of their tie-break score.
Swapnil Kar got first
Position in under-11
category. He scored 4
points. Nibhriti Goswami
scored 3 points and got
second position in this

category. Shaunak
Bhowmick also scored 3
points and got third
position on the basis of
tie-break score. Shivam
Dutta scored 4 points and
got first position in under-
13 category. Suhan Pati
also also scored 4 points
but he was declared
second on the basis of tie-
break score. Pratyush

Pathak got third position
by scoring 3.5 points in
this category. Chiranjib
Goswami got first position
by scoring 4 points in
under-15 category. Jyon
Jyotishman Saikia got
second position in this
category by scoring 3
points. Altogether 41
players including 6
International Fide Rated

clinched the title

players. The tournament
was conducted in swiss
league system for 6
rounds. Top five players
were awarded cash prizes
and trophy. Senior
National Arbiter Pranab
Kumar Nath conducted the
tournament as Chief
Arbiter and he is ably
assisted by Kh Jintu
Singha as deputy Arbiter.

West try seals La Rochelle's win over
Racmg 92 to reach Champions Cup final

London, May 16 : The

former Munster legend
Ronan O'Gara will be
looking to overcome the
favourites Leinster in
Marseille on Saturday
week. La Rochelle's director
of rugby saw his side defeat
the Champions Cup nearly
men Racing 92 in the stifling
heat in northern France in

the first game of
professional rugby at Stade
Bollaert-Delelis in Lens.It
was physical and attritional
but it was not pretty.
Certainly these sides could
not match Leinster's stately
progression to the final 24
hours earlier.La Rochelle
will not Dbeat the
overwhelming favourites

Everton suffer two red cards
as Rico Henry gives
Brentford turnaround win

London, May 16 : It
should have been the day
Everton put themselves
on the verge of securing
Premier League survival,
instead they imploded.
They finished with nine
men  after Jarrad
Branthwaite, then
Salomoén Rondon, set the
team's downfall in
motion.Strikes from
Dominic Calvert-Lewin
and Richarlison were not
enough, as Brentford took
advantage of
Branthwaite's first-half
dismissal thanks to a
Séamus Coleman own
goal and headers from
Yoane Wissa and Rico
Henry, who was the
victim of Rondoén's
ludicrous late
lunge.Calvert-Lewin
quickly showed what
Everton have missed for
much of this season.

Making his first start since
9 April, the striker flicked
a long pass back into the
path of Richarlison in the
third minute. The Brazil
forward controlled the
ball but had it whipped off
his feet by Anthony
Gordon on the edge of the
box, allowing him to jab a
shot at goal which David
Raya palmed up in the air;
Richarlison could only
head wide.The vociferous
home fans  were
rewarded within 10
minutes when Gordon
was tripped on the right
flank. The winger dusted
himself off to take the
free-kick, whipping in a
low cross to the front post
for Richarlison to attack.
His connection was weak
at best, but it was enough
to divert the ball across
Raya into the corner,
trickling into the net via a

touch from Calvert-
Lewin. Cue an eruption,
a flare on the pitch and the
smell of smoke mixed with
optimism.That optimism
quickly dissipated in a
controversial 10-second
spell. Richarlison claimed
he deserved a penalty
after having his shirt
pulled by Kristoffer Ajer
in the box but the referee,
Michael Oliver, saw
nothing illegal in the
grappling. Mathias Jensen
cleared the ball upfield for
Ivan Toney, who tweeted
after the match about his
family having been racially
abused, to chase. The
poor positioning of
Everton's defence gave
him a head start.
Branthwaite raced behind
him but he curtailed
Toney's run outside the
area by pulling him down,
resulting in a red card.

Leinster if they choose to
play a high-tempo game next
week but if the game is tight
they are a match for anyone.
O'Gara's side, beaten 12
months ago at Twickenham
in the final by Toulouse,
have a monstrous pack and
they have made great
strides in the past
year.Jonathan Sexton
(right) celebrates as Josh
van der Flier scores
Leinster's second try.No one
has made more carries in the
competition this season
than their captain, Grégory
Alldritt, whose try on the
stroke of half time turned
the game La Rochelle's way
and the No 8 was
outstanding alongside the
35-year-old former All Black
Victor Vito in the back
row.Romantics will regret
that the final will not be
graced by Racing's Nolann
Le Garrec. The scrum-half
turned 20 on Saturday but
could not celebrate a win
alongside his half-back
partner Finn Russell, both
outstanding the previous

Cincinnati

week against Sale in their
quarter-final in Paris.Le
Garrec has been lauded as
the next Antoine Dupont
but he had to watch lhaia
West finally kill off the game
in the last move of the
afternoon with a try that
made up for the New
Zealander's wayward place-
kicking that could have
cost them the game. La
Rochelle, though, deserved
their victory.The day had
not started well for Racing
with the full-back Max
Spring and the prop Trevor
Nyakane pulling out with
injuries but the Parisian side
got their noses in front in a
scrappy first half when
both sides appeared to be
racked by nerves in this,
their first Champions Cup
meeting. After Le Garrec had
put Racing ahead with an
early penalty his side
scored the first try. The
Racing pack drove
forwards and Virimi Vakatawa
saw his opportunity with a
neat step and a stretch
over the line.

Reds allow

no hits against Pittsburgh
Pirates ... and still lose

Cincinnati, May 16 : Reds starter Hunter Greene and reliever
Art Warren combined to allow zero hits in a complete game,
but it didn't count as a no-hitter - or even a win - because the
Pittsburgh Pirates eked out a run in the bottom of the eighth
inning for a 1-0 victory Sunday.Ke'Bryan Hayes' RBI grounder
helped the Pirates become the sixth team in big league history
since 1901 to win despite not getting any hits. It last happened
in 2008 when Jered Weaver and Jose Arredondo of the Angels
lost while holding the Dodgers hitless.By Major League
Baseball record-keeping rules, Cincinnati's accomplishment
isn't an official no-hitter because its pitchers didn't go at least
nine innings. And in a season in which nearly everything has
gone wrong for the Reds, this surely had to be the
topper.Greene (1-6), the prized Reds rookie, struck out nine
and was pulled after one-out walks in the eighth to Rodolfo
Castro and Michael Perez. Greene threw 118 pitches, the most
by any pitcher in the majors this year.Warren relieved and
walked Ben Gamel to load the bases. Ke'Bryan Hayes followed
with a grounder to second baseman Alejo Lopez, who bobbled
the ball before throwing to shortstop Matt Reynolds for one
out. Reynolds' relay was a fraction late to get the speedy
Hayes at first base.Cincinnati batters went down in order in
the ninth and that was it at PNC Park - there was no celebration
for the Reds, who have the worst record in the majors.
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Swiatek and Djokovicwin |talian Open
titlesin timely boost for Roland Garros

Milan, May 16 : If there
were any lingering doubts
about Novak Djokovic's
form as the French Open
approaches, he has me-
thodically addressed them
with his racket over the
course of the past week. In
the Italian Open final on
Sunday, he first soared and
then efficiently dealt with
adversity before defeating
Stefanos Tsitsipas 6-0, 7-6
(5).After clinching his
1,000th career victory on
Saturday, Djokovic has
now won a record-extend-
ing 38 Masters 1000 titles
and six Italian Opentitlesin
12finals. Itwashisfirsttitle
since the Paris Masters in
November after barely play-
inginthefirst three months
of the year and being de-
ported from Australia be-
cause of hisdecision not to
take a Covid vaccination.
Djokovic defeated top-10
playersinthree consecutive
matches in Rome and
Tsitsipas, ranked fifth, ishis
biggest scalp of the
year.Djokovic came out of
the blocks on fire, serving
well, relentlessly landing
deep returns and control-
ling the majority of ex-
changes as he timed his
forehand sweetly and re-
fused to offer any free

points. Tsitsipas, however,
despite having won more
matches and points than
any other player on clay
thisyear, wasdire After re-
linquishing the opening set
the Greek opened the sec-
ond with improved serving
and therest of hisgamefol-
lowed as he broke serve
before establishing a 5-2
lead. Djokovic'sefficient re-
sponse underlined the re-
newed confidence and trust
he has in his game. As he
neutralised Tsitsipas's
serve, served well and rose
to the tight moments, he
broke back and then nar-
rowly inched ahead in the
tie-break before seeing out
his first match point. There

are even greater potential
meetingsahead, particularly
with the notabl e absence of
CarlosAlcarazin Romeand
uncertainty surrounding
Rafael Nadal's foot. Ques-
tions also remain over
Djokovic's stamina in the
potentially gruelling best-
of-five-set matches to
come.But what isclear from
thisweek in Romeisthat he
has slowly swept away the
cobwebsinhisgameandis
peaking right at the perfect
time. Djokovicwill now look
forward to achieving one of
the few remaining firstsin
hiscareer: hewill try to de-
fend aFrench Opentitlefor
thefirst time.Inthewomen's
event Iga Swiatek breezed

Mark Noble's farewell defuses drama
of Manchester City's title defence

London,May 16: End-of-
season games often have
a slightly curious dy-
namic, a sense of being
played at cross-pur-
poses. On the one hand,
there was Manchester
City battling for the win
as they pursue a fourth
leaguetitlein five years.
On the other, West Ham
basking in the knockings
of aseasonwell doneand
determined to celebrate
the final home game of
one of their greatest re-
cent players, Mark
NobleWhen Noblecame
onwith quarter of an hour
remaining, what did that
mean?Hehad played just
308 league minutes pre-
viously this season.

Would he have come on
had this not been his grand
farewell? Does it matter?
Would Liverpool fanswho,
if social media was any-
thing to go by, were bi-
zarrely aggrieved by the
VAR award of an obvious
penalty, have been ag-
grieved that West Ham in
effect turned the final quar-
ter of an hour into a
testimonial 7As it was, with
Lukasz Fabianski saving
that Riyad Mahrez penalty,
the score remained 2-2,
meaning that thereistill life
in the Premier League title
race, that there remains the
possibility that Steven
Gerrard could at last win
Liverpool a league title by
leading hisAston Villaside

to apoint or better at the
Etihad next weekend. But
the Noble factor shaped
the game. Thiswas, after
all, as the pitchside an-
nouncer insisted, Mark
Noble Day: the post-
match obsequieswere so
maudlin they might have
been a funeral on
EastEnders. There were
montages - "one of our
own", "Canning Town-
born, claret-and-blue-
raised", "that Custom
House grit"; a voiceover
from Danny Dyer; Ben
Shephard on the pitch;
testimony from fans, at
least one of whom had
named their dog after him;
clips of him in various
scenarios in various sea-
sons, hair magnificently
consistent (his son, hap-
pily, ssemsto haveinher-
ited the family parting);
and a minute's applause
inthe 17th minutein cel-
ebration of hisNo 16 shirt.
Pep Guardiolagavehima
hug and alengthy lecture
at thefinal whistle. Even
Prince Albert Il of Mo-
naco came to pay his
respects.This has been
another good year for
West Ham.
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past opponentswhilerarely
coming closeto dropping a
set but for much of her
week in Rome was not en-
tirely satisfied with her per-
formances. Shefelt her level
was too up-and-down, that

she was still adjusting to
the clay and still had not
entirely imposed herself on
opponents from start to
finish.Although her stan-
dards are stratospheric,
Swiatek isso good that she
mostly matches them. She
produced another domi-
nant performance on Sun-
day, dismantling Ons
Jabeur 6-2, 6-2 to defend her
titleand extend her winning
run to 28 successive
matches, with fivetitlesin
a row.Swiatek had started
the season with only three
titlesin her entire career, yet
after four and ahalf months
she heads to the French
Open with eight and count-
ing. She has dropped one
set since March.Thiswasa
contest between the two
outstanding performers on

clay this season, with
Jabeur herself compiling a
career-best 11 consecutive
wins as she unlocked yet
another historic achieve-
ment by becoming the first
Arab and North African
player to win a WTA 1000
title - last week in Madrid.
While she has
unsurprisingly been ex-
hausted after the quick turn-
around, she continually
found a way through, re-
coveringfromal-6, 2-5 defi-
cit against Maria Sakkari in
the quarter-final and then
saving a match point
against Daria Kasatkina in
her semi-final.Such is
Swiatek's level, however,
that her opponents must be
in pristine condition and at
the height of their powers
just to be competitive.

IPL 2022: Royals boost playoff hopes
as bowlers keep L SG in check

Guwahati,May 16: Itwasa
strange sort of Powerplay
from Lucknow Super Giants.
Even if the ball was coming
on to the bat, the Brabourne
Stadium pitch wasn't an out-
right belter. Still, Quinton de
Kock tried to force Trent
Boult on the up through a
cordon of backward point,
point and cover, and found
the middle fielder. Ayush
Badoni was sent at No.3 for
some quick runs but Boult
trapped him plumb in front
first ball with an inswinger.
After seeing twowicketsfall-
ing in two deliveries, KL
Rahul went into ashdll for a
couple of overs, even leav-
ing regulation length balls
outside off.Was it because

Yashasvi Jaiswal had taken
20 off the last over of RR's
Powerplay, or wasit because
L SG were 23 for 2 after five
overs? Suddenly, Rahul, on
4 off 16, switched to hyper-
attack mode; he lofted
Prasidh Krishna for a gor-
geous SiX over extra cover,
but then diced a short ball
into point's hands two balls
later.From 29for 3,itwasgo-
ing to take some chasing
againg thelikesof Yuzvendra
Chahal and Ravichandran
Ashwin. Chaha went for a
few, unlike the unhittable
Ashwin, but also had
Deepak Hooda stumped for
59 off 39 in the 16th.If the
spinduo wasn't enough, left-
arm seamer Obed McCoy, in

just histhird IPL game, was
hard to get away with his
dower-ball variations, from
dipping full deliveries to
sticky bouncers.Since he al-
most messed up RR's chase
against Punjab Kingswith a
32-ball 31 last week at
Wankhede Stadium - where
he was mishitting even wide
balls to fielders - Devdultt
Padikkal has been a trans-
formed batsman. On a diffi-
cult DY Patil Stadium surface
where the ball was holding
up, he began to play attack-
ing strokes as soon as he
camein against Delhi Capi-
tals. It was not apitch where
he would get everything off
themiddleof theblade, but the
intent wasunmistakable.

New Delhi, May 16 :

Rs 1 crorefor India bad-
minton team: Sports
Ministry rewards India
for Thomas Cup triumph

India's Spors Ministry on Sun-
day, May 15 rewarded the senior national men's bad-
minton team with Rs 1 crorefor their historic Thomas
Cup victory.A determined Indian men's team etched
its name in the history books by lifting the Thomas
Cuptitlefor thefirst timewith adominant 3-O win over
14-time championsIndonesiain thefinal here on Sun-
day. Indiadished out a performance for the ages with
World Championshipsmedallist Lakshya Sen, Kidambi
Srikanth and world number 8 doubles duo of Chirag
Shetty and Satwiksaira] Rankireddy producing memo-
rable performances." As #TeamlIndia defeats 14-time
#ThomasCup ChampionsIndonesiatowinits 1st ever
#ThomasCup2022, @I ndiaSportsisproud to announce
acash award of Rs 1 crorefor theteam in relaxation of
rules to acknowledge this unparalleled feat! ,"
Sports Minister Anurag Thakur announced.As
#Teamlndiadefeats 14-time#ThomasCup Champions
Indonesia(3-0) towinits 1st ever #ThomasCup2022,
@IndiaSportsis proud to announce acash award of 1
crore for the team in relaxation of rules to acknowl-
edge this unparalleled feat! After being offcolour in
the knockout stages, Sen delivered when it mattered
themost ashegave Indiaa1-0 lead with acome-from-
behind 8-21 21-17 21-16 win over world number five
Anthony Sinisuka Ginting in a superb show of tem-
perament and skill.The country's best doubles pair of
Satwiksairgj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty then showed
nerves of steel as it saved four match points in the
second game to eventual ly outwit Mohammad Ahsan
and Kevin Sanjaya Sukamuljo 18-21 23-21 21-19.

Union

FA Cup final win encapsulates essence
of Emma HayessCheIsea

Wembley,May 16: Chelsea
are not a sentimental team
by nature. Nor are they a
team who appear overly pre-
occupied by questions of
style and process. They can
play football from the stars
and football from the gutter
- ofteninthesamegame, oc-
casionaly even inthe same
move. They are not, by any
stretch of theimagination, an
ugly or unappealing side to
watch. But nor, by the same
token, do they crave ap-
proval inthe slightest.What
does this mean in practice?
If you are Jess Carter, it
means that, when Lauren
Hemp starts running at you
with 80 minutesplayedinthe
FA Cup find, at the head of
a five-on-three Manchester
City counterattack, youim-
mediately and instinctively

SamKerr, it meansthat even
when you have barely had
atouch of theball all game,
you still somehow leavethe
pitch with two goads and a
medal round your neck.lf
you are Erin Cuthbert, it
meansthat eveninthethick
of a bruising and broken
midfield battle you can lo-
cate the onemoment of pure
balletic grace that will turn
the game onitshead. And if
you are Emma Hayes, it
means you have no hesita:
tion in substituting off one of
your substitutes to close
down the game, even when
that player isJ So-yun, andl-
timegresat playing her last ever
gamefor your club.Maybefor
the neutral or the purist there
was a certain unsatisfying
imperfection to the way
Chelsea won this: a de-

goalkeeper in a game that
couldreally havegoneeither
way. In fact, it was hard to
imagine a better expression
of what Chelsea do, what
they stand for, how they win.
Thefreakishlob, the25-yard
screame, thelucky ricochet:
Hayes celebrates them all
just the same like the owner
of aprovincia construction
firmwho hasjust received a
frankly astonishing county
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favour.Manchester City had
61% of the possession here.
They had 23 shots to
Chelsed'snine, crested most
of the running, most of the
pressure, most of the
chances, most of the excite-
ment. They came into this
gameonahighof 14 straight
wins, with key players re-
turning frominjury, withfine
rhythm and momentum.
None of it was of the dight-
est relevance. Onecancall it

rotten luck or onecan call it
a lack of composure. Ulti-
mately, when they wake up
on Monday morning nurs-
ing bruises and a broken
heart, it does not remotely
matter.Certainly City seemed
keen to match Chelsea
physically, aggressively as-
serting their territory, tightly
marking the main attacking
threats. It was a niggly,
grapply opening, analogous
to the bit at the start of a
Scrabble game where both
players seem intent on as-
sembling athicket of annoy-
ingand usudly fictiona two-
letter words. Kerr's opening
goal was probably what the
gameneeded. City camefor-
ward, shed afew inhibitions
and equalised through
Hemp, who cut inside and
smashed the ball inwith her
weaker right foot.
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CHIMNEYS WITH APPS | R.O. WATER PURIFIER | HOBS | GAS STOVE | OTHER KITCHEN APPLIANCES

Abhayapuri-94350-22784 | Agartala-98560-93668 | Baihata chariali-94351-42568/9864 1-40488 | Bangaigaon-7002184811. 9435547654,9435121367 | Barpeta road-94350-1786599541-41975 | Barpeta town -94350-25127 | Bhawanipur-
7002206773 | Bandardewa-98649-84753 | Bijoynagar -99570-98392/94010-01157/94353-40662 | Boko-94010-02588 | Chaygaon-9435014549 | Dadara -98546-98027 | Dhupdhara-96785-16189 | Dhamaji-99546-51322 | Dhubri-94350-29279 |

Diphu-94350-66701/94350-66643 | Dudhnoi-94357-21505/94351-28048 | Goalpara-70023-10904/88762-23858 | Golaghat-96132-30384 | Guwahati -94355-59057/97065-94950 | Hajo-94353-47024/88763-09327 | Hojai-94357-29521/84028-59256 | Jorhat -
94350-53934/98541-06776 | Kharupitia -98541-44223 | Kokrajar-97070-29429/99548-88721/94354-81234 | Karimgunj-97061-39061 | Krishnai-88224-15337 | Lumding -94351-63327/97066-14137 | Mangaldoi -94350-87284/94351-
86435/97065-39174/73994-79163 | Mirza-98540-71983/99572-81858 | Morigaon -94350-64986/80111-17171 | North lakhimpur-88224-21077 | Nagaon-97061-79408/94355-18665 | Nalbari -98644-14515/98540-30209 | Pathsala-80110-06658 |
Dhekiajuli-98548-29934 | Dibrugarh-98548-11265 | Rangia -94351-05888/96782-26563 | Silchar -97061-39061/70054-86129 | Silapathar-70028-94393 | Shillong-90869-66640 | Suwalkuchi -98643-54859 | Tinsukia-94350-35156/
94350-35511/94350-36463 | Tezpur-97060-73481 | Tihu-97068-53124 | Udalguri-97063-46492
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