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AASU gage
protestagaing VC

Dibrugarh, January 28:
The Dibrugarh University
unit of All Assam Students
Union (AASU) is protest-
ing in front of the Vice
Chancellor's office at
Dibrugarh University cam-
pus aleging rampant fi-
nancid irregularitiestoday.
The protesters are de-
manding the Assam Gov-
ernor-cum-Chancellor of
the University to institute
ahigh level probeinto the
alleged grave financia ir-
regularities and misuse of
public fundsin Dibrugarh
University. The students
body has accused Prof
Ranjit Tamuli, the Vice-
Chancedllor of grossfinan-
cid irregularitiesand mis-
management of public
funds by misusing his po-
stionand power. Yesterday,
a protest rally was taken
out by the Teachers As-
sociation of Dibrugarh
University (DUTA) de-
manding highlevel enquiry
and action against the per-
sons involved.
Ddlivery Execu-

tivesSageProtest

Guwabhati, January 28:
The Swiggy delivery ex-
ecutives have staged a
protest in front of its
Guwahati office situated
at Ulubari. The executives
demanded that the service
tax of Rs. 30ineach order
taken earlier should be
reducedto Rs. 15.Theex-
ecutives staged the pro-
test against the new poli-
cies by the company. No-
tably, 1500 executivesare
currently engaged with
thecompany in Guwahati.

Restrictions
On Flights

Guwahati, January 28 :
The Civil Aviation Minis-
try inanorder said that the
temporary restriction im-
posed on flights originat-
ing from the UK to India
has been extendedill Feb-
ruary 14.Theministry ina
letter to the British Air-
ways and Virgin Atlantic
Airlines said that the re-
strictions on flights will
remainintact till February
14. However, the restric-
tions do not imply a ban
onflightsbetweenthetwo
countries but rather seek
to limit the number of
flights permitted to oper-
ate, the ministry said.As
per the restrictions in
place, atotal of 30 flights

will bedlowed every week.

- The pol |t|cal success of

'Atmanlrbhar Bharat'

CI\/I Sonowal attends Krishak

Swahid Diwas at Patharughat L

Guwahati, January 28: At-
tending the Krishak Swahid
Diwas programme at
Patharughat in Darrang dis-
trict, Assam chief minister
Sarbananda Sonowal on
Thursday offered flord trib-
utesto farmer martyrsof the
historic Patharughat upris-
ing. Inthe Patharughat peas-
ant uprising, more than a
hundred peasants fell to the

bulletsof the British on Janu-

ary 28, 1894.The farmers
cameout inlarge number to
protest against the increase
inland revenuelevied by the
colonial administration. At-
tending the Krishak Swahid
Diwas, CM Sonowal recdled
thesacrificeand vaour of the
farmersinfighting against the
colonia rulers.On the occa-
son, thechief miniger fdici-

tated progressive farmers of
the gtate for their contribu-
tion to the agricultural sec-
tor. “ Aspart of the program,
the CM aso inaugurated a
state-of-the-art Integrated
Training and Skill Develop-
ment Centre at Patharughat
and interacted with partici-
pants of the three day farm—
ers training program,” the
chief minister officer

stated. Twenty fiveyearsbe-
fore the Jdlianwallah Bagh
massacre, more than a hun-
dred peasantsfell to thebul-
letsof the British on January
28, 1894 in Assam. Theun-
armed peasants were pro-
testing against the increase
inland revenuelevied by the
colonial administration,
whenthemilitary openedfire.
Today a “martyrs column”
stands where the incident
took place— Patharughat, a
small village in Assam’s
Darrang digtrict, 60km north-
east of Guwahati.After the
British annexation of Assam
in 1826, surveys of the vast
lands of the state began. On
the basis of such surveys,
the British began to impose
land taxes, much to the re-
sentment of the farmers. In
1893, the British government
decided to increase agricul-
tural land tax reportedly by
70- 80 per cent. “Up until
thenthe peasantswould pay
taxes in kind or provide a
servicein lieu of cash,” said
Patharughat-based
KamaakantaDeka, aprofes-
sor of Assamese at

No Cash Transactions In
Toll Gates from February 15

Guwahati, January 28: Transactions
will be carried only through FasTag
and double fine will be imposed on
the people who will not have a
FasTag.Cashtransactionsintoll gates
will be stopped from February 15,
2021; thiswasinformed by the Field

Director of Natl onal nghwayAuthor-
ity of India (NHAI) Alok Kumar on
Thursday.The field director while
speaking to the mediaal so stated that
transactions will be carried only

Congress Announces
Mission 101 plus In Assam

Guwahati, January 28: Af-
ter forging alliance with
BadruddinAjma’sAll India
United Democratic Front
(AIUDF), theCongressparty
has announced its Mission
101 plus for forthcoming
Assam assembly elections.
“The Congress party and its
partnersinthegrand dliance

Rejdeep
ported

\
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New Delhi, January 28 :
In a first in the Indian
broadcast news industry,
national news channel in
English, India Today has
taken its consulting editor
Rajdeep Sardesai off air for
two weeks alongside de-
duction of amonth’ salary
for posting amisinformed
tweet stating afarmer was
killed during the tractor
raly held in the national
capital on Republic Day.
However, reports have

Sardesal Re-
Quits India To-
day A ter Taken off Air

also stated that the senior
anchor has quit the chan-
nel several hours after be-
ing suspended.India To-
day hasconfirmed hissus-
pension as reported by
Wire.in , however, the se-
nior anchor isyet to com-
ment on it. Meanwhile, as
per a report by Oplndia
said, “Sources claim that
termed hissuspension and
salary cut abig humiliation
for him, and he decided to
submit his resignation
from India Today”.The
Oplndia report also men-
tioned that, “ According to
sources, Rajdeep Sardesal
was found guilty of
spreading two major fake
newsin Contd...Page 6

will get 101 plus,”

JtendraSingh,All IndlaOon-
gress Committee (AICC)
general secretary in-charge
of Assam at Laharighat in
Morigeon district on Thurs-
day. Earlier, thoughthegrand
old party aimed at Mission
80, now it has shifted itsfo-
cuson getting morethan 101
seatsfollowingthegrand al-
liancewithAIUDFand afew
left parties.*We had talked
about Mission 80 when we
were alone. But, after the
grand dliance, we are also
targeting 100 plus,” said

through FasTag and double fine will
be imposed on the people who will
not have a FasTag.Alok Kumar aso
stated that afine of upto Rs. 1 Lakh
will beimposed onthe staff and work-
ers if they misbehave with the
public.FA STags becomes mandatory
for all vehicleswith effect from
January 1, 2021, in M and N
categories of motor vehicles
sold before December 1, 2017,
the ministry of road transport
| and Highways clarified on
Thursday adding that only a
singlehybrid lanewill befunc-
tional at tolls for accepting
cash till February 15.Category ‘M’

standsfor amotor vehiclewith at least
four wheelsused for carrying passen-
gers. Category ‘N’ standsfor amotor
vehiclewith at least four wheelsused

Assam Pradesh Congress
Committee (APCC) presi-
dent RipunBoraMeanwhile,
BharatiyaJanataParty (BJP)
has aready announced its
Mission 100 plus and has
launched its campaign
vociferously.On the other
hand, Lurinjyoti Gogoi,
president of recently-floated
Assam JetiyaParishad (AJP)
hasexpressed hisconfidence
over forming government by
his party.“l am 100 per cent
sure. No one can stop us,”
Gogoi remarked.The Oppo-
sition Congress in Assam

for carrying goods, which may also
carry peoplein addition to goods.” It
isclarified that thisCentral Motor Ve-
hicle Rule stands in force as it is,”
said the ministry in an official state-
ment on Thursday.However, at hybrid
lanes of fee plazas on National High-
ways, fee payment can be made
through FASTag as well as in cash
modetill February 15, 2021. Moreover,
in FASTag lanes of fee plazas, pay-
ment of fees will continue to be
through FASTag only.“ The Ministry
has clarified that it is committed to
implementation of 100% E-tolling at
feeplazasfrom 1st January, 2021 on-
wards, mandated under CMV Rules,
asamended,” it said in the statement.
Electronic toll collection through
FASTags has crossed Rs 80 crore a
day with

Contd...Page 6

formally declared a“ Grand
Alliance’ withfivepartiesto
contest against the ruling
BharatiyaJanataParty inthe
state in the Assembly elec-
tions The announcement
wasmadeduringaneventin
Guwahati in the presence of
Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, who was
named the senior observer
of the All India Congress
Committee for the Assam
polls All IndiaUnited Demo-
cratic Front, the Communist
Party of India, the Commu-
nist Party Contd...Page 6

Patharughat Higher Second-
ary Schoal. “ AcrossAssam,
peasants began protesting
themoveby organising Raij
Méls, or peaceful peoples
conventions.” According to
Guwahati-based author Arup
Kumar Dutta, who haswrit-
ten a book — Pothorughat
— on the incident, despite
these gatherings being
democratic, the British per-
ceived them as “breeding
grounds for sedition”. “So
whenever there was a Raj
Mé, theBritishusedtocome
downonitwithaheavy hand
to disperse them,” he
said.That Contd...Page 6

AASU Stag

es Protest

Over Petrol Prlce H| ke

Guwahati, January 28: All
Assam Students’ Union
(AASU) on Thursday
staged a protest against the
hikeinthepriceof petrol, die-
sel near Judge's Field,

Guwahati.Protesting against
the price hike, the students
body also demanded the
withdrawal of tax on fuel
which has been issued dur-
ingthe  Contd...Page 6

Biden adminreachesout : US
NSA speakstoAjit Doval, Def
Secy dlals RajnathSmgh

New Delhi, January 28: AccordingtoMEA,
“NSA Sullivan stated that the USwas|ook-
ing forward toworking together onthebilat-
eral agenda and the common global
challenges.” A week after US President Joe
Biden was sworn in, two top US officids,

Defence Secretary Lloyd Austinand Nationdl
Security Advisor Jake Sullivan, spoketotheir
Indian counterparts, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singhand NSA Ajit Doval, in sepa-
rate phone conversationsWednesday.On the
Doval-Sullivancall, theMinistry of External
Affairs issued a statement where they
flagged issues of “scourge of terrorism”,
“maritime security”, “cyber security” and
“peace and stability in the Indo-Pacific re-
gion and beyond”. All these issues have an

oblique reference to China and Pekistan —

from India's perspective. The US Defence
Secretary’scal to Singhissignificant since
Austin has taken charge just two days ago,
and has spokento key dliesof theUSsofar
— Canada, Australia, Japan, South Koresa,
NATO and the

Contd...Page 6

Ralsing awarenessonwomen's

rights conveyed by SAKHI

Diphu, January 28: Aware-
Ness programme on raising
awareness on women's
rights and severd schemes
launched by the government
was held at Nihanglangso,
Matipung, Diphu today.
The awareness programme
was jointly organised by
SAKHI- One Stop Centre,
Rongkhelan and Mahila
Shakti Kendra(MSK). Inthe
programme, Ishta Terangpi,
CentreAdminstrator, Sakhi,
Rongkhelan explained about
thelegd rightstothewomen
affected by violence in sev-
eral spacesand thefacilities
to be provided to them. She
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explainedthat,” SAKHI-One
Stop Centre is intended to
support those women af -
fected by violence, in private
and public spaces, withinthe
family, community and at the
workplace. It will facilitate
immediate, emergency and
non - emergency accessto a
range of services including
medical, legd, psychologica
and counselling support un-
der oneroof to fight against
any forms of violence
against women irrespective
of caste, class, religion, re-
gion, sexual orientation or
marital statusincluding girls
below 18 yearsof age. Sakhi

will run 24*7 and one may
dia atoll freenumber 181in
terms of seeking help and
counselling.” Romali
Teronpi, Women Welfare
Officer, MSK, explained
about the several schemes
launched by the government
whichareintended to extend
financialy to the women.”
She informed that schemes
like Orunodoi, Widow Pen-
sion, Arundhati Gold Scheme
etc. are meant for women.
So, onecan avail it by vis-
iting M SK, shesaid. Inthe
programme, Nihanglangso
Village Headman was a so
attended.

74th Cannes F|Im Festival postponed to July

New York, January 28: TheCannesHImFes-
tival, cancded dtogether last year by the par+
demic, is pogtponing this year's edition from
May to July in hopes of having an in-person
festival.Cannes organizers announced on
Wednesday that this year's festiva will now
takeplace July 6-17, about two monthsafter its
typica period. TheFrenchRivierafedtival, which
hed runfor nearly 75 yearswith few interrup-
tions, iscurrently hoping the coronavirusre-
cedes enough by summertime.Cannes last
year first looked at apostponement of its 73rd
fedtival to Juneor July beforeultimately can-
cding dtogether. Thefestiva till went ahead
with a sdection announcement to celebrate
thefilmsit had planned toincludeinitspres-
tigiouslineup.Thisyear, organizersareintent

on having afestival, oneway or another. No
detailswere announced Wednesday on what
shapea2021 editionmight takelf Canneswere
to go forward with attendees in thegtres in
July, itwould bethefirg mgjor filmfegtiva to
do sosincetheVeniceFilm Festival mounted
afedtival in September, with masked movie-
goers and socia distancing on red carpets.
On Thursday, the premier independent film
festival, Sundance, launches with virtual
screenings and drive-in events scattered
around the U.S. The Berlin Flm Fegtival,
scheduledfor Marchin Germany, isplanning
avirtud event.During the pandemic, Cannes
centrd hub, thePalas desFestivals, hasbeen
used for hospital beds and, more recently,
asavaccination center.
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ADC Launches Covit-19
Vaccme at Kamba

h—.. L
Aalo, Jan 28 : Initsintensifying effort to
take Covid-19 awarenessto therural areas,

the ADC Kamba Shri Rujum Rakshap
launched the covid-19 vaccine at Kamba

PHC prermsestoday 100 Hedlth Carework-
erswill bevaccinated on the day of launch-
ing and 85 otherswill bevaccinated by 31st
August. Shri Raksap exhorted the doctors
to give adequate coverage of two doses of
vaccineto all with proper health tipsto do
away aired wave of apprehension about
the vaccine. The vaccine is quite safe and
essential for all in this pandemic time, he
said. A team of doctor comprising Dr.
Tomar Kamki, DFWO, Dr Jumge Padu
Nodal Officer Covid-19 Awareness cam-
paign, Dr. Kengam Ninu Medical Officer
Kama and other medical staffs attended
the vaccination camp to advise on do and
doné™ts. Dr Kengam Ninu, MO kamba
took the first dose of vaccine to encour-
age other Health workers.

Hojal Digrict Administration
Cedebrated National Voters Day

Hojai, January 28 : Hojai District
Administration celebrated National
Voter Day at district headquater
Sankardevnagar in Hojai with aday
long program on Monday, a Press
Release Stated here. As per there-
lease, On this occasion, a meeting
was held a DC's Conference Hall,
which was presided by Deputy
Commissioner Dr. Sadnek Singh,
IAS in the presence of Additional
Deputy Commissioner Jayanta
Kumar Bora, Gauri Shankar Das, Election
Officer Jangmir Rongharpi, Assistant Voter
Registration Officer and boothlevd officers
Atthevery outset of the meeting, thecommis-
Soner recited an oath. The best booth leve

Eminent writer,
poet, researcher
Nripen Roy

LI

officerswere awarded in the meeting and the
new voterswerefdicitated. Alo, variouscom-
petitions like quiz,dance and art were spe-
cialy organised for apprising people about
thesignificance of National Voters Day.

PPMY M Sate President Mohit Nahatato be

Asomi Saras M ela 2021
Sucessfully Entersit's 10th Day

Guwahati, January 28 : The
ASOMI SARASMELA 2021 which
isbeing held since 19th January at
Ganesh Mandir Indoor Stadium
Field, Khanapara entered its 10th
Day with asales cumulative sal e of
morethan Rs.2.17 Crstill theend of
the 9th Day. Out of this, approxi-
mately Rs.1.43 Crs of sales has
done by the Assam SHG stallsand
Rs. 74 lakhs sales have been done
by 16 other state stalls. The 14 days
ASOMI SARASMELA 2021 which
was inaugurated by the Hon'ble
Minister Panchayat & Rural Devel-
opment Department, Shri Naba
Kumar Doley since Day 1 witness-
ing a good footfall of customers
who are in search of traditional,
unique and handcrafted items. Each
day of ASOMI SARASMELA 2021
ispacked with eventful activitieslike
Morning Run, Workshops, Buyer
Sdler Medt, Quiz, Traditional Games
, Free Health Check up Camps, Cal-
ligraphy workshop in the day hours
and Cultural Programmes in the
evening hours . This year the mela
isblessed with the presence of emi-
nent women personalities like
Padmashree Birubala Rabha, the
strong lady who is working relent-
lesdy against witch hunting, Parbati
Baruah, the only Women Elephant
Catcher intheworld and Smt. Rangili
Kalita eminent educationalist and
Prof. of Mathematics of Handique
Girls College Thecultural evenings
which was ceremonially inaugu-

rated with by the veteran vocalist
SudakshinaSarmaglittered withthe
performancesof eminent sngerslike
JP Das, Queen Das, JayantaDas,
Pudum Borah and Loknath
Goswami. Musical performanceby
Deepsikha Foundation lead by
Debasish Sarma, Orchestraof Tra-
ditional Instruments by

Matsyaganda, and Folk Song and

Dancerecital by JnaRajkumari en-
thrall the audiences with their per-
formances. The 72th Republic Day
wascelebrated intheMelaPremises
with Flag hoisting in by the State
Mission Director , ASRLM, Smt.
KrishnaBaruah which wasfollowed
by a Yoga and Fitness Session by
Art of Living Foundation. The 26th
January marked as the day with
highest sales in the history of

72nd Rep

SARAS in Assam with arecord of
Rs.44.44 Lakh of sadlesinasingle
day. In the evening of Republic
Day Raijik Sangeet Mahavidyalead
by Bidyut Mishra performed a col-
orful Song and Dancerecital. A per-
formance of SatriyaDance, Borgeet
and Bhowna by Uttar KamalaBari
Satrashowcased therichnessof the
Satrasof Assam . SARASaIsoweI-

comed the Grandmothers and
Grandfathers of 'Mother Old Age
Home' and ASRLM staff and SHG
members spent a cheerful and
blessed day with them dancing,
playing and cherishing life. With
the support of SIDBI, UCO Bank,
UBI ,SBI, Bank of Baroda, other
partners under DDUGKY
programmes the ASOMI SARAS
MELA 2021 is taking abetter and

successful leap compared to the
earlier years. SBl's extensive sup-
port of Mobile ATM and Banking
Correspondent Agents (BCAS) in
the SARAS premise itself have
made buying convenient for the
huge rush of customers. The sell-
ers also are depositing their in-
comes on a day basis through the
help of the BCAs. The BCA have
so far donetransaction worth more
than Rs. 22 Lakhs. The magjor at-
tractions and highest sellersof this
year'sASOMI| SARAS Mela2021
is Eri and Mugaitems of various
districts of Assam , Wood, Cane
and Bamboo Crafts, Water Hycinth
Crafts made by SHGs of Assam,
Traditiona Handloomitemsof vari-
ous tribes of Assam, Ethnic Food
Stall, Terracotta of Dubri besides
china clay pottery and chikankari
of Uttar Pradesh, Saharapur Wood
craft interior decoration items,
Manipur Handloom and jewelry,
readymade garments of Jharkhand,
Dry- Fruits of Maharashtra, and
Kashmiri Woolens and Carpets .
The stall of Bangladesh with Gar-
ments and Books is also gaining
prominence amongst customers.
Only 4 daysareleft for theASOMI
SARAS Mela 2021to commence
leaving behind footprints of cul-
tural unison of people belonging
to various parts of the country and
establishing a close bond of to-
getherness besides earning profits
in their handcrafted products.

Iblic Day celebration at
Snehalaya- a Center for Child nghts

passes away
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Barpeta, Jan 28: Promi-
nent writer, poet, researcher
Nripen Roy(57) breathes
his last in the morning at
4:50 in the village of
Bishnupur in Barpetaashe
was suffering from a.com-
plex dissasefor alongtime.
Newsof hissudden demise
has sent shock waves
through the state
MunindraSharma, Digtrict
Deputy Commissioner,
Barpeta, Barpeta MLA
Gunindra Nath Das and
many organisations paid
their last respectstothede-
ceased. Itisworth mention-
ing that Nripen Roy, ana
tive of Patasarkushi, had
beenlivinginBishnupur vil-
lage in Barpeta for some
years, born in Nalbari on
June 26, 1961, started his
primary education in
Nalbari and passed the
HSLC from Patasarkuchi
Vidyapeeth. He got gradu-
aionfromAryaVidyapeeth
College and holds a
Bachelor's Degree in An-
thropology from the Uni-
versity of Guwahati. He
joined the Barpeta District
Museumin 1990 asahead .
In the midst of his busy
schedule, Nerpen Roy was
always busy with writing
fairs. He also published a
number of books, edited
many books, discussions
andmemoirs. Hedsowrote
anumber of poemsand es-
says. In 1975, Nripen Roy,
who won the Rangman
Bata in recognition of his
work as the best essayist
in the Assamese mystery
literature competition, be-
came one of the leading
|eadersof theAssammove-
ment. Onceatime, hewas
theVicePresident of AASU
of Guwahati University.
Along with these He was
closely associated with
Assam Satra Mahasabha,
Greenland, BarpetaSahitya
Sabhaandvarioussocid or-
ganizations. The entire
state is in mourning over
thedesth of Nripen Roy. He
left in this world the only
wifePahi Roy of hisfamily
and many relatives.

conferredwith Bes Provincid Wardby AIMY M

Hojai, January 28: All In-
dia Marwari Yuva Manch
has announced the name of
Mr. Mohit Nahata, State
President, Purvottar
Pradeshiya Marwari Yuva
Manch for the best 'Provin-
cia President' Award for the
session 2019-20 during an
online meeting on Wednes-
day evening, a Press Re-
lease by PPMYM stated
here on Thursday. In the
Statement, Nahata has ex-
pressed his happiness over
this achievement. On the
otherhand, The President of
the Kokrajhar branch, Mr.
Vineet Jain stated that for
the first time, our branch

member Mohit Nahata rep-
resented the Northeast
from K okragjhar and because
of which our branch has
been acknowledged in all
over Nation. On behalf of
the branch, we wish him
bright future and hope that
taking everyone together
he will work for the better-
ment of the society and
make PPMYM proud.On
the other, Senior Journalist
and General Secretary of
Marwari Sammellan, Hojai
Unit Mr. Ramesh Mundra
through an statement here
on Thursday congratulated
PPMYM State President
Mohit Nahata over his

achievement. Hesaid itisa

good news for the entire
branchesof MY M inNorth-
east that for the enormous
social works carried by
PPMYM during last one

year, it's State President is
going to be conferred with
such an prestigious
award,Wewish him all suc-
cess for the future
endeavours.

Guwahati Jan 28: Onthejoyous
occasion of the 72nd Republic Day 2021,
Indiatourism North East in association
with Byatikram MASDO celebrated the
day with fun and frolic with the Children
of lla, Snehalaya, aCenter for Child
Rightsat Betkuchi, Near Balgji Temple,
Guwahati. Snehalayaiscommittedto
work for the noble cause that is taking
care of poorest of the poor children who
really need of love, care and protection.
To celebrate the spirit of the Republic
Day, the entire team cel ebrated the day
among the children and inspired them to
win laurelsfor our nation along with
cultural program. The program was
attended by Shri Sankha Subhra
Devbarman, Regional Director, India
Tourism North East, Kanaklata
Devbarman, Educationist, Dr. Mainu
Devi, Professor & Singer, Dr. Karabi
Bezbaruah, Astrologer and vastu expert,

Goodbye, Donald Trump. You changed
America. You also changed me

| have long extracted glamour out
of being a citizen of both the US and
the UK, supposing that double pass-
portsindicate a certain sophistication.
That internationalism also seemed like
a safety belt on the world's highway,
and | trusted that if one of my coun-
trieswent to hell inahandbasket, | could
retreat to the other one. Recent years
have not been kind to that presumption.
The only thing that has made Boris
Johnson's premiership look remotely
palatable has been living under Donald
Trump, and as Trump's reign of horror
draws to its unseemly close, | reckon
with the sad fact that he has changed
not only America, but alsome. | am an-
grier, more confused, more frightened
and more cynical than four years ago,
and suppose that the audacity of my
prior hope, likesomelogt ethicd virgin-
ity, can never bewon back.It'seasy and
dull to cata oguethe president's particu-
lar liesand transgressions. What isboth
harder and more important is to assess
a cumulative effect that he has lacked
the perspicacity to discern himself. In
seekingtounderminestoriesinthemain-

stream media case by
case, he convinced
many Americans that
truth itself was condi-
tiond. During his first
week inoffice hissenior
counsellor Kellyanne
Conway talked about
"alternative facts".
Americans have al-
ways been divided

#] about troubling events,
%% but until Trump, there
d was at least broad
agreement about what
those events were. Ar-
guing with Trump's
" supporters, one is pre-
sented with narratives
that bear as much rela-

tionship to what happened as creation-
ism does to the theory of evolution.|
never bought into Ronald Reagan's
"shining city on a hill" idea of the US;
even & its finest, Americaremained a
deeply flawed, prejudiced, unequal so-
ciety built ontheblood of NativeAmeri-
cans and daves. But flawed, too, were
all the others, and the United States of -
fered amessage of hopeto bel eaguered
placeswherethe oppression wasworse.
Whilethe CIA wasorchestrating theas-
sassinations of fairly elected leaders
deemed undesirablein the Middle East
and Central America, therhetoric of hu-
man rights rang loud across the popu-
lace and the political spectrum. We had
defeated fascism and stood up to com-
munism, Maoist or Sainist. Wesent aid
to countries aligned with our commer-
cia and dtrategic interests, but at least
the glowing tinge of generosity sweet-
ened our cultural imperiaism. We en-
tangled oursdlves in fruitless wars for
mishegotten reasons, but also stood by

Andrew Solomon

our dlies in tough times. Wedlth was
unevenly distributed, but we
emblematised, for ashort while, unprec-
edented social mobility. Weaso briefly
stood at the acme of invention: techni-
cd, medical, artigtic, even social. How
wewerewasbadly lacking, but it ssemed
good enough to rationalise our talk
about mord leadership.Over the past
year, research took me deep into the
American hinterlands. In Trump coun-
try, | found that ordinary ethics - de-
cency, honesty, generosity, love for
one's fellow human beings, tolerance -
were not merely undervalued but effec-
tively desecrated by people who
thought such idedls corroded strength
and that strength was what mattered. |
patiently laid out the argument that
abandoning basic standards in fact

weakened the country, but | might

aswell havetold thebully whotor-

tured me when | was eight years
old that | knew a philosophy within
which hisassertions of dominance con-
gtituted evidence of narcissistic inad-
equacy. That bully would have punched
me in the mouth before | finished my
sentence, and so, metaphorically, didthe
TrumpistsAmericaisacrue, racist so-
ciety. The Black Lives Matter protests
bridled at the prejudice that occasioned
the Trump presidency, the white work-
ing classs desperate last stand to sus-
tain their vanishing supremacist birth-
right; that, at least, has been the narra-
tiveintheliberal press. | don't believeit
was alast stand, any more than | think
the"patriots’ whoinvaded the US Capi-
tol on 6 January were fringe actors
whose depravity will be extirpated by
arresting thosewhosefacescan beiden-
tified from security videos. Thecivil war
brewinginthe USbearsalarming simi-
laritiesto the onethat split the nationin
1861. Demographicsareshifting, and for
thefirst timepeopleof colour, including
Latinx people, make up the mgjority of

Americans under the age of 16. But white
peoplewereaminority in South Africadur-
ing gpartheid, and Anglo rulerswerearela
tively minuscule faction during the Rgj: the
notion that population statistics will van-
quishthesemobsiswishful thinking.| aways
knew there was no shining city, but there's
not even much of a hill any more. One has
despaired at Trump's ineptitude, though
complaining of the unskilfulness of an auto-
crat islike grousing about small portions of
inedible food. Now, the humiliated dragon
thrashes about while Biden preaches good-
hearted competence. After four yearsof ma-
levolence, thisisawelcome shift, but it will
not on its own save the riven country, its
broken courts, its legidators sheltering for
safety in the Capitol but refusing to wear
masks or pass through metal detectors.

Sister Archangela, Superintendent,
Snehalaya Centre, Dr. Saumen Bharatiya,
President, Byatikram MASDO, Dipankar
Bhuyan, Jabin Akhtar and many others.
The national flag was unfurled by Shri
Sankha Subhra Devbarman along with
the other guests and children singing the
national anthem and saluting the flag.
Some activitieswere carried out like song
and dance performances, blind fold etc.
All the respected guests shared their
inspirational speech explaining the
history, national integration, impor-
tance of education, students role in the
nation development etc. Snehalaya has
5 different centersin Guwahati and
they have done a marvelous work by
taking the children from the streets and
making them to stand on their own
feet. We really appreciate and grateful
for the multi-skilled and dedicated team
members who have been committed for
this noble cause. In the end of the
program, foods and others gift ham-
pers were distributed among the
children and also contributed few
essential items to the centre.

SHORT NOTICE INVITINGTENDER

No. B/GL P/RHAC/60/2020-21/92-95

Schedule of works

Sealed tender affixing non-refundable court fee stamp of Rs.8.25 (Rupeeseight and twenty
five paisa) in prescribed form are hereby invited from the valid registered contractors under
Rabha Hasao Autonomous Council for the following works which will be received up to 3.00
PM on 06.02.2021 and will be opened at 330 PM in the same place and date by the under-
signed or officersauthorized to open in presence of intending tenderer or their authorized agent
who wish to be present. In the event of closure of office on the date due to some reason, the
next working day of the office will be the date of receiving and opening the tender.

(Rs. in Lakhs)

Baghmara Children
Park

Sl Name of works Location| No. Estimated | Timeof completion | Earnest Money
NO. costs from the issue of
work order
1 [Renovation, Fafal. |1 No. 2% for general
Maintenance and Dudhnoi Rs.30.00.000 90 Days 1% for
beautification of SC/ST/OBC

treated cancelled.

Janasanyog/C/10841/20

Detailed of NIT particulars may be seen in the office of the undersigned on all working
daystill 06.02.2021. Tender paper may be obtained on payment of Rs. 600/- (Rupees Six
Hundred only) intheform of Bank Draft pledged to the Divisional Forest Officer, Goalpara
S.F. Division, Goalpara UP to 2.00 PM on 06.02,2021. Tender paper must be filled up
addressing to all points/ terms specified with the tender form otherwise tender will be

Sd-
Divisional Forest Officer
GoalparaS.F. Division
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What isthe'nukeban treaty' & why India,
other nuclear powershaven't signed it

New Delhi, January 28 : The
Treaty on the Prohibition of
Nuclear Weapons (TPNW), or
Nuke ban treaty, came into force
on 22 January 2021. Itisalegally
binding instrument aimed at total
elimination of nuclear weapons,
under the aegis of the United
Nations.The treaty, dueto itsvery
provisions, did not find much
support from the P-5 countries of
the United Nations Security
Council (UNSC) despite being
party to the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT). Thisis
since it prevents countries from
participating in any nuclear
weapons-related  activities,
including development, testing,
possession, stockpile, use, or
threat of use of nuclear
weapons.Indiahad refused to be a
party to thetalks, which concluded
inNew York on 7 July 2017, when
the treaty was being negotiated at
the UN. Earlier in March that year,
New Delhi had abstained on this
resolution and provided adetailed
'Explanation of Vote'. Further, India
expressed its position on the issue
of its non-participation in these
negotiations at a Plenary of the
Conference on Disarmament, also
heldinMarch2017.However, it was
due to Honduras that the treaty
finally came into effect as it
completed the required 50
ratifications in  October
2020.ThePrint reads through the
provisions and explains why
nuclear-weapon  countries,
including India, didn't sign the
treaty. The treaty, which has a 24-
para preamble, lists numerous
prohibitions on the use of nuclear
weapons, including undertakings
to not develop, test, produce,
acquire, possess, stockpile, use or
threaten to use nuclear weapons.
It also prohibitsthe deployment of
nuclear weapons on national
territory. TPNW makesit obligatory
for statesto "suppress' any of the
prohibited activitiesinitsterritory,
compensate and provide hecessary
assistance to persons affected by
nuclear testing in any way, and also
take remedial action to undo
environmental damage in areas
under its jurisdiction which have
been affected by the use or testing
of nuclear weapons.The provisions
of thetreaty aren't binding on non-
signatories.The International
Campaign to Abolish Nuclear
Weapons (ICAN) spearheaded the
efforts for the signing of a nuke
ban treaty and was awarded the
Nobel Prizefor peacein 2017.The
ICAN website claimsthat thetreaty
fills a "significant gap" in
international law. While the NPT
seeks to prevents countries from
manufacturing nuclear weapons, it
doesn't address the use or
possession of such weapons by
all parties."The nuclear weapon
ban treaty isbased on therulesand
principles of international
humanitarian law, which stipulate
that theright of partiesto an armed
conflict to choose methods and
means of warfareisnot unlimited,
that weapons must be capable of
distinguishing between civilians
and combatants, and that weapons
causing superfluous injury or
unnecessary suffering are
prohibited," the ICAN website
states. The United Nations General
Assembly in 2017 decided to hold
aconferenceto negotiate alegally
binding instrument to end the use
of nuclear weapons. TPNW was
first negotiated in March 2017 and
adopted in July 2017 with support

\isitors shout out their new year wi shes besides a WISh waII in the anci ent ‘
Maotang Village in Yuhang District of Hangzhou

from 122 countries- it had onevote
against (The Netherlands) and one
abstention (Singapore). It was
opened for signatures by the UN
Secretary-General in September
2017.Inits explanation of vote on
the abstention, Indiasaid it wasn't
convinced that the resolution
could address the longstanding
expectation for a comprehensive
instrument on nuclear

disarmament. Indiaaso maintained
that the Geneva-based conference
of disarmament is the single
multilateral negotiation forum.India
says it is under no obligation to
the provisions of the treaty since
it never supported it.According to

New Delhi, Indiadid not intend to
"be bound by any of the
obligations that may arise fromit.
India believes that this Treaty in
no way constitutes or contributes
to the development of any
customary international law".India
also said that while New Delhi is
committed to a nuclear-weapon-
free world and supports an
internationally verifiable
withdrawal of global nuclear
weapons, "it doesn't think the
current treaty takes into account
the verification
process".Currently, India
possesses approximately 150
nuclear weaponsthat it canlaunch
from missilesand aircraft. It spent
approximately $2.3 billion in
building and maintaining its
nuclear weapons.In the past too,
India has refrained from signing
nuclear disarmament treaties such
as the NPT and Comprehensive
Nuclear Ban Treaty (CTBT),
primarily because it feelsthey are
discriminatory - while non-nuclear
states aren't allowed to have
nuclear weapons, nuclear-weapon
states have no obligation to give
them up.Also, the NPT only
recognises a country as a nuclear
power if tests were conducted

NSAAjit Doval talkswith
UScounterpart Jake
Sullivan agreetowork

closely to strengthen ties

Washington, Jan 28: America's new National
Security Adviser Jake Sullivan in hisfirst call
with his Indian counterpart Ajit Doval on
Wednesday reaffirmed the commitment of
President Joe Biden to a strong and enduring
bilateral strategic partnership based on shared
commitment to democracy, the White House
said."Sullivan reaffirmed President Biden's
commitment to astrong and enduring US-India
strategic partnership based on our shared
commitment to democracy," said the National
Security Council of the White House in a
statement. This was the first call between the
two national security advisers." They discussed
theimportance of continuing close cooperation
in the Indo-Pacific region, promoting regional
security, and renewing effortsto collaborate on
global challenges, including COVID-19 and
climate change," said the statement.Sullivan, a
close confidant of Biden, hasso far spokenwith
his counterparts from eight countries.

before 1967. Indiaisn't ready tosign
the treaty as a non-nuclear
weapons state.After the 1974
Pokhran nuclear test, India was
denied nuclear technology by the
West, with sanctionsled by the US.
This isolation and domestic
support for possessing nuclear
power led Indiato aimfor complete
independence in the nuclear fuel
cycle, which entails al processes
in generating nuclear energy -
exploration, mining, fuel fabrication
heavy water production, fuel
reprocessing and  waste
management.In 1992, the Nuclear
Suppliers Group (NSG), a
multilateral export control regime,

decided, as a matter of policy, to
stop all nuclear commerce with
countries that have not ratified all
NPT safeguards. This basically
made Indiaan outcast, boosting the
country's confidence in self-
reliance and reiterating the
philosophy of expanding nuclear
powers on its own with certain
safeguards. In September 2008, the
NSG exempted India though it
hadn't ratified theNPT.WhileIndia
wants to be part of the NSG, its
unwillingnessto sign the NPT has
drawn opposition from several
countries, but mainly from China,
which has repeatedly blocked
India's attempts at joining the
group.In 2006, Indiasigned acivil
nuclear deal withtheUS, whichwas
the first implicit recognition of
Indiaasanuclear power. The core
of this agreement was the non-
proliferation of nuclear weapons.In
2017, India joined the Wassenaar
Arrangement, to build up a strong
caseforitsentry intothe NSG. Like
the NSG, Wassenaar is a group of
elite countries that subscribe to
armsexport control. The agreement
ensures greater transparency inthe
exchange of conventional arms,
dual-use goods, and technologies.
All UNSC membersare part of the

place in Southwest
China's Yunnan

yuan per kilo which

Province, four Chinese
men ended up eating 30
kilos of oranges at one
go.The travelers had
bought a box of oranges
weighing 30 kilograms
during a business trip.
The airlines was going to
charge them an extra’50

comesto 300 yuan (Rs
3,384), si ncethey found

%win for 'Ram Mandir': | |
Temple tableau on Rajpath bagsfirst prize

agreement except China.Prior to
this, India acceded to the Missile
Technology Control Regime
(MTCR) in 2016 whilein 2018, it
was admitted to the Australia
Group.Apart fromtheUS, Indiahas
also signed a number of civil
nuclear agreementswith countries
such as France, Russia and Japan,
among others, even as it aims to
increase its nuclear power
generation capacity by over three
times in 10 years.As of January
2020, the installed nuclear power
capacity inIndiais 6,780 megawatt
(MW), whichisabout 1.84 per cent
of the total installed capacity of
3,68,690 MW. This is the current
nuclear power capacity.Other
nuclear-armed countries do not
support the TPNW either, which
raises questions about its
effectiveness.North Atlantic
Treaty Organisation (NATO)
countries, whichin 2016 expressed
commitment to nuclear deterrence,
haven't signed thetreaty either. The
United States, France, and the
United Kingdomin 2018 led agroup
of 40 nationsin protest against the
UN talkswhen thetreaty wasbeing
discussed. The talks were
supported by more than 120
countries, and wereled by Austria,
Brazil, Irdland, Mexico, SouthAfrica
and Sweden.Countries believethe
nuke ban treaty undermines the
importance of the non-proliferation
treaty. Gustavo Zlauvinen,
president-designate of the 2020
Review Conference for the NPT
has raised questions about the
effectiveness of the TPNW, saying
that it cannot challenge the
"legitimacy of the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty".The US,
though, said it believesinthe NPT
and reduced its nuclear weapons
by 85 per cent since. In aletter to
the signatory countries of the
treaty, it said the five permanent
members of the UNSC - also
recognised as nuclear-weapon
states by NPT - stand united on
their opposition to the potential
repercussions of the treaty, which
they termed a strategic
miscal culation.One maj or
contention was the possession of
nuclear weaponswith North Korea,
and the US argued that while
disarmament could be possible in
thefuture, it wasn't possible at the
time the treaty was being
discussed. The letter went on to
add that it "turns back the clock
on verification and disarmament,
and is dangerous" to the NPT.

the amount "more than
they could afford" they
decided to eat the whole
thing, leaving the
internet in splits.As per
areport by Global
Times, aman, surnamed
Wang, and his
colleagues bought a 30
kilo box of oranges and
as they prepared to
board the plane they
wereinformed that they
would be charged 10
yuan for each kilogram
as shipping fees. So
avoid this baggage fee
the four of them ended
up eating all of the
fruit."We just stood
there and ate the whole
thing up. It took about
20-30 minutes," Wang
was quoted as

Amv-vd;'napas her respects to the victims of the Holocaust at the Ghetto Heroes

Monument in Warsaw, Poland,

16 namescleared by SC call

egium

for HC judge postsstuck with
govt, 6 of them since 2019

New Delhi, January 28 : The central
government isyet toclear 16 namesthat were
approved by the Supreme Court collegium
for appointment to four high courts, with
the oldest recommendations going back to
July 2019, ThePrint has learnt. The central
government is also yet to process 103
proposals that were sent to the Union
Ministry of Law & Justice by various high
courts to be forwarded to the top court
collegium for its approval, degpening the
vacancy crisis in the higher judiciary.The
collegium isathree-member high-powered
panel led by the Chief Justice of India
(CJI).The government can notify the
nominees asjudges only when the Supreme
Court collegium clearsthemfor gppointment.
According to Supreme Court sources, these
fileshave been pending with the government
for morethan ayear.Currently, thereare 668
working judgesinthe 24 high courts, against
a sanctioned strength of 1,079. This
trand atesto avacancy of 38 per centinhigh
courts.With regard to the 16 namesfinalised
by the apex court collegium, sources told
ThePrint that the government has not
returned themwith any objectionsor views,
as is required under the Memorandum of
Procedure (MoP) that governs judicial
appointments.Union Ministry of Law and
Justice by mail for a comment, but hadn't
received aresponse by thetimeof publishing
thisreport.On Wednesday, a Supreme Court
bench led by CJ S.A. Bobde voiced its
concern over delay onthe government's part
in acting on the apex court collegium's
decisionsfor judicia appointments.Hearing
a petition on vacancies in high courts, the
bench - also comprising Justice Sanjay
Kishan Kaul and Justice Surya Kant - took
critical noteof thelong timethe government
takes to respond to proposals sent by high
courtsaswell.It hasasked theUnion Ministry
of Law and Justiceto appriseit on how long
it would take to findise the appointments
after thegovernment receivesafilefromthe

saying.However, the
unusual diet of Vitamin
C caused areaction and  went viral on social

they suffered from
mouth ulcers. The story

UP's Ram

top court."If you don't give comments for
fivemonthson collegium recommendations,
itisamatter of great concern,” Justice Kaul
said.The court also sought to know the
status of the more than 100 names sent by
the high courtsto the central government as
recommendationsfor judicial appointments.
Under theMoR, recommendationsfor judicia
appointmentsto high courtsarefirst sent to
the central government by individua high
court collegiumsfor Intelligence Bureau (1B)
inputs. The government then forwards the
files, dongwiththel B inputs, tothe Supreme
Court collegium. If theapex court collegium
clearsthenames, thefilesreturntothecentral
government that then either notifies the
appointments or sends them back with
objections or its views.At this stage, the
apex court collegium can seek additional
inputs on the government's opinion.
Accordingly, it can either reject or reiterate
the proposal .If the collegium reiterates its
decision, brushing aside government
objections, then, under the MoP, the
government is bound to notify the
appointments.However, the MoP does not
specify a timeframe for the central
government to act on a collegium
decision.Speaking to ThePrint, an officerin
the Supreme Court registry said the
government "is simply sitting over the
names, which the CJl-headed collegium
cleared after receiving Intelligence Bureau
inputs". "As per the current MoP, if the
government has reservations with a name,
then it should express it in writing, while
sending the file back to the collegium for
reconsideration. In all these cases, there
has been no such move," the officer added,
referring to the 16 recommendations
cleared by the Supreme Court
collegium.The oldest apex court collegium
recommendation lying with the
government was sent on 25 July 2019, and
pertains to five lawyers cleared for
appointment to the Cal cutta High Court.

Four men eat 30 kgsof orangesin 30 minsto
avoid paying extrabaggagefee what happened

New Delhi, January 28:
Air travel isexpensive
and paying for extra
luggage ismore costlier,
whichiswhy itisnot a
surprise when people
come up with hilarious
ways avoid paying the
extramoney.Inasimilar
situation which took

mediaplatformsin China
while some laughed at the
anecdote others wondered
if the four of them could
have simply not carried
them as cabin luggage.

CANOPY FINANCE LIMITED

NEW DELHI, January 28: Inabig
win for those associated with the
AyodhyaRam Templemovement, the
Uttar Pradesh government's tableau
depicting theancient cultural heritage
of the holy town of Ayodhya and a
replica of a Ram temple displayed
during Republic Day Parade 2021 at
the majestic Rajpath has bagged the
first prizeWhen the Ram temple
tableau was displayed during the
Republic Day Parade, hundreds of
Spectatorswereseenwelcomingit with
thefolded hands. Whilemany shouted
‘Jai Sri Ram' some others clapped as
the tableau passed through them.The
grand bedecked tableau of Uttar

Pradesh, which depicted sage
Maharishi Vamiki composing theepic
Ramayana seated in front of the
proposed Ram temple model on the
rear side, caught the attention of the
wholecountry during the parade.Now,
Union Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh will givethefirst prizefor this
tableau to the Uttar Pradesh
government on Thursday. Uttar
Pradesh Information Director Shishir
(IAS) took to Twitter to inform that
the Ram Temple tableau has got the
first award and congratulated those
who conceptualized it."Uttar
Pradesh's grand tableau has got the
distinction of getting a first prize in

this year's Republic Day, heartfelt
congratulations to the entire team!
Specia thanks to lyricist Virendra
Vats. The Defense Minister will
present the award in Delhi on
Thursday," he tweeted.For the first
time, a glimpse of 'Deepotsav’ and
various stories from Ramayana epic
was depicted in the tableau of Uttar
Pradesh in the Republic Day Parade
on Rajpath on Tuesday. UP
government's tableau depicted the
cultural heritage of the ancient holy
town of Ayodhya, areplicaof aRam
temple, a glimpse of 'Deepotsav' and
variousgtoriesfrom Ramayanaepicin
the Republic Day Parade on Rajpath.

Reg Office: M/s Prezens, Maniram Dewan
Road, Bamunimaidan, Opp. Anuradha
Cinema, Guwahati-781021
Corp Office: Shop No. 10, Shiv Dham CHS
Ltd, Satya Nagar, Malpani Complex, Borivali
(West), Mumbai- 400092
Email: info@canopyfinance.org,
Website:canopyfinance.org
CIN No. L65910AS1981PLC017921
NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that pursuant to
Regulation 29 of the Securities and Exchange
Board of India Listing Regulations, 2015 a
meeting of the Board of Directors of CANOPY
FINANCE LIMITED will be held at the Corporate
Office of the Company on Friday, 5th February,
2021 at 2.00 p.m. to approve the Unaudited
Financial Results for the 3rd quarter and nine
months ended as on 31st December, 2020.The
said information is also available on
Company's website at www.canopyfinance.org
and on the website of stock exchange

www bseindia.com and www.cse-india.com
By Order of the Board
Sdi-
Lalit Kumar Tapadia

Place: Guwahati {Managing Director)

Dated- 28.01.2021 DIN: 08117881
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US-Chinardation
and humanity

The episodeinvolved Zheng Shuang, one of China's most
popular actresses. Last Monday, her ex-boyfriend said on so-
cial media that she had abandoned him with two surrogate
children in the U.S. Chinese media soon dug up birth certifi-
cates for the kids that named Zheng as a parent. Then some-
one leaked conversations - recorded after the couple had split,
but before the kids were born - in which Zheng and her par-
ents allegedly discussed what to do with the now-unwanted
children. Options they considered included abandonment,
adoption and abortion.Zheng says that she didn't break Chi-
nese law by paying mothers overseas to have her children.
But that's done little to protect her from the fury unleashed by
theincident. Hashtags associated with the scandal were used
more than a billion times in the space of a few days. Zheng
lost numerous product endorsements - including with Prada,
which aweek earlier had anointed her a brand ambassador -
and faced pointed criticism from state mediaand government
officials.The reaction was so fierce that it transcended the
usual celebrity outrage cycle - and reignited decades-long
national debates about shrinking families, rising inequality
and the extra-legal privilegesthat China's wealthy all too of-
ten enjoy.Although the past half-century of economic reform
has brought unprecedented affluence to China, it has also
proved socially disruptive in many respects. No entity has
felt the change more acutely than the traditional Chinese fam-
ily. Between the 1950s and the mid-aughts, the size of the
average household declined from more than five members to
just over three. Delayed marriage and child-bearing, the grow-
ing economic independence of women, and the country's
population-control policiesall played apart.Yet even asthese
changes have accel erated, China has retained a strong streak
of social conservatism and areverence for traditional family
roles. The resulting tensions can be stark. For example, the
term "leftover women™ has become apopular way of referring
to unmarried women in their late 20s and 30s. Single mother-
hood isstill socially (and in some places|egally) stigmatized.
Likewise, it's not uncommon for men to avoid relationships
with educated and successful women out of fear that they
may want to delay childbirth.These tensions often intersect
with class divides. Although assisted-reproduction facilities
arewidely availablein China, they're of limited valuein acoun-
try inwhichinfertility rates are rising and parents are having
children later and later in life. Surrogacy might provide an-
other option, but it's hardly accessible: One 2017 report in
state mediafound that the fees associated with hiring awoman
to carry a surrogate pregnancy start at about $100,000, and
can run more than double that.It's not just the fees that make
surrogacy inaccessible. Chinaofficially bars medical provid-
ersfrom offering the service. Local governments, though, are
often willing to tolerate what amountsto a gray-market busi-
ness, comprising hundreds of agencies, hel ping wealthy fami-
lies have children. Meanwhile, for truly well-heeled prospec-
tive parents who can afford to further reduce the legal risks,
surrogacy abroad - especially inthe U.S. - beckons.For many
Chinese, these expensive quasi-legal reproductive options are
a reminder that the law doesn't apply equally. Worse, most
surrogates (in China at least) are women who don't enjoy the
rosy economic prospects of those who hire them and gener-
aly lack legal rights if anything goes wrong. In a country
where the richest 20% have average disposable incomes
roughly 10 times greater than the poorest 20%, thosefactsare
a combustible mix - and help explain why Zheng's scandal
exploded last week. These tensions aren't going away. Inequal-
ity will continue to drive frustration at the manner in which
Chinaisadministered; traditionalist views of the Chinesefamily
will continue to weigh against economic and reproductive
freedom. And the collateral damage will be Chinese women
who want to start families on their own terms, or prospective
parents who want access to low-cost surrogacy without hav-
ing to hide.China's government is unlikely to defuse or solve
these issues any time soon. But if left unaddressed, they're
likely to be the source of more scandals - and far worse ten-
sions - in the years to come.

ThisisCongress last chanceto

A /
RUHI TEWARI
T he Congress Working

Committee's decision to elect a

new president by June "at any
cost" could well be the party's last
chance to find its very own Narendra
Maodi. This, only if the Congress does
not go through with the election as a
mere sham, particularly for the post of
party president - using it as a ruse to
merely reaffirm overwhelming support
to, and prop up, a Gandhi.l call it the
last chance because the rate at which
the Congressis sinking could mean all
its potential |eadership talent abandon-
ing it before the party finally wakes up
to the need for a genuine overhaul .For
all itsclaims of commitment to democ-
racy, Congress has, for long, been the
most undemocratic party, a fact stated
repeatedly by many. Yes, even more
undemocratic than the Bharatiya Janata
Party - at least in the pre-Modi era -
which managed to throw up two lead-
ers confined to one state as its most
powerful national duo.When in 1998
then-party chief Sitaram Kesri locked
hornswith Sonia Gandhi, he was asked
to step down by passing a Congress
Working Committee (CWC) resolution.
Since then, it has been entirely about a
quiet submission to the reign of the
Gandhis, from Soniato Rahul and back

to Sonia. Of course, with a generous
dose of 'Priyanka (Gandhi Vadra) for
president' being thrown in by
loyalists.Today, what the Congress
needs is an honest election - with ac-
tual candidates and a chance given to
anybody, who wantsto and isqualified,
to contest for the post of president. The
party needs, and deserves, a shot at
finding itsown Modi or Amit Shah.The
Gandhi family'siron grip over the party
needs no mentioning. But under its
shadow, everything in the name of elec-
tions and selections has been reduced
to asham.In Congress, everything hap-
pens as per the whim of the Gandhi fam-
ily. With most in the party happy to play
along. Nearly two dozen leaderswriting
a letter questioning the top leadership
and demanding organisational reforms
is just an aberration.When Sonia 'dis-
placed' Sitaram Kesri, Congress- aparty
with leaderswho have serious divisions
and preferences- did witness some pro-
test. Since then, however, the party has
been top-controlled, almost dictatorial
and with dangerously fast-diminishing
returns.It wasway back in 1997 (Kolkata
session) and before that in 1992
(Tirupati session) when the CWC saw
some real contest. After the 1997 ses-
sion, there hasn't been any election to
the CWC.In 2004, when Congresscame
to power under the UPA umbrella, Sonia

get 1tsown Modi

Gandhi declined the prime minister's
post, but not without appointing aleader
- Manmohan Singh - of her choice. No
election process to be bothered
with.With the UPA's declining fortunes
in its second term, the Gandhi family's
weakening grip over contemporary poli-
tics became clear. And yet, the party be-
came a game of 'passing the parcel be-
tween Soniaand Rahul Gandhi'. Thelat-
ter was made vice-president of the party
in 2013, and succeeded his mother as
president in 2017 - all done asasmooth,
largely unquestioned tradition, like in
kingdoms of ancient times.Then Con-
gress office-bearer Shehzad Poonawalla
became an aberration when he ques-
tioned Rahul'selevationin 2017 - but his
act was seen more ascomic relief thana
serious reminder of what ails the
party. The Gandhis' reluctance to let go
of control, along with their failure to
evolvein the Modi-Shah era, has meant
the party has fallen into a dark abyss,
with the recovery road looking bumpy
and distant.To say the Gandhi leadership
has failed miserably in recent years to
keep the Congress afloat will be euphe-
mistic. Sourcesin the party say the situ-
ation has become acute after the pass-
ing away of chief strategist and Congress
veteran Ahmed Patel. A sinking leader-
ship and no lifeboat has meant there is
no point-person to deal with the allies,
other parties, or evento solveintra-party
disputes. Thosein team Rahul may feel
they are heavyweights in the party, but
inreality, are political lightweights out-
side the Congress cocoon.Faced with a
do-or-die crisis, the Congress desper-
ately needs to find its own version of a
successful, and electorally astute |eader.
Rahul or Priyanka Gandhi cannot fill that
void. Theimpending organisational elec-
tions can just be that platform to iden-
tify who can ably lead the party out of
thismess.NarendraModi wasjust astate
chief minister. He may have been apopu-
lar three-time CM, but heisnot the only
one in the BJP or elsewhere to have
served multiple terms successfully. De-

spiteafairly tall national leadership post-
Atal Bihari Vajpayee- starting with L .K.
Advani and going ontoincludethelikes
of Rajnath Singh and Nitin Gadkari (who
have served as party presidents) - Modi
managed to push his case and break into
the national scene. At the BJP's national
executive meet in Goain the summer of
2013, the party was deeply divided over
theissue of who its PM facein the 2014
Lok Sabhaelection should be. But Modi
managed to garner more support com-
pared to hisrivals, and was declared the
head of the poll campaign.That the BJP
isnolonger asdemocratic asit onceused
to be is true, but this doesn't cut ice as
an argument by the Congress, simply
because the former iswinning under the
current leadership. Modi and Shah are
continuing at the helm by virtue of mass
support they hold, which has been
proved election after election. The Con-
gress, meanwhile, hasto revisit the lack
of internal democracy, not because dy-
nastic politics is evil, but because the
dynasty has lost its mandate among
those who matter the most - the
voter.Atal Bihari Vajpayee, as popular,
charismatic and well-liked ashewas, lost
theBJPacrucial electionin 2004, which
gave the Congress its foothold back in
national politics. At that point, it was
Sonia Gandhi who managed to bring the
Congress back to the spotlight. Would
Advani have managed to give to the BJP
what Modi did, in terms of both national
and state-by-state capture of power?Itis
difficult to answer this but what cannot
be denied is the fact that Modi gave the
BJP a new lease of life.The Congress
needs its own Narendra Modi, and that
does not mean it needs a replica of the
PM or someone who toes adivisive and
provocative line. But the party does need
atrue national leader, an election winner
andapaliticianwithweight. Letthe CWC
and Central Election Committee elections
provide an opening for that, instead of
being reduced to a stage play directed by
the Gandhisinwhich everyoneelseinthe
Congressis reduced to a mere prop.

Thepolit

ter NarendraModi's main pitch to

the people has been about the
economy: Atmanirbhar Bharat, or self-
reliant India, has been his slogan for
nearly ayear now.Some view this
slogan as hollow economic national-
ism; othersfear or support import
substitution and protectionism,
hoping the government's policy
measures will mean aboost for
manufacturing. As the coronavirus
disrupted supply chains and the
world'sfactory, China, took to military
aggression against India, perhaps
'Atmanirbhar Bharat' wasthe only
choicefor us.It isthe political
success of '‘Atmanirbhar Bharat' that
has not been commented on. Many

I nthetime of Covid, Prime Minis

Exciseduties& Robin Hood politics- why

fuel pricesarerisng despitelow global rates

A Report : Petrol and diesel
pricestouched anal-time highthis
week. For instance, in Delhi, the
petrol priceroseto Rs 85/litre and
the diesdl price Rs 78/litre. Mean-
while, as ThePrint's Editor-in-Chief
Shekhar Guptanoted in episode 668
of Cut The Clutter, prices of crude
oil worldwide had fallen to an all
time low."And yet our petrol and
diesel prices are going higher and
higher and higher and many of you
arecomplaining that theModi gov-
ernment doesn't seem bothered,"
heremarked.Revenuefromthesdes
of petrol and diesdl is among the
highest sources of revenues for
both the central and the states
governments."So, you find many
opposition parties make noises
about fuel prices going up, but be-
yond that, they don't escalateit too
much, because they also benefit
becausethey aso keep upping their
VAT or value added tax, accord-
ingly," Gupta noted.In fact, fuel
aong with liquor hasbeen kept out
of the purview of the Goods and
Services Tax. But while liquor is
taxed by the state government, fuel
istaxed by the central government
intheform of indirect taxes.During
the Congress-led UPA govern-
ment, prices of crude oil had gone
up to $142 per barrel - today, it
stands at just $52 per barrel.Gupta
aso listed out the price of fudl in
other countries. In Qatar, the price
of petrol isRs 27, athird of what is

chargedinindia IntheUS, itisRs
52 - 60 per cent of what it isin
India.Chinas rate a Rs 75/litre is
comparableto Indias. In Pakistan,
however, thepriceisRs50/litre, in
Sri Lankait's Rs 61/litre, in Nepal
it's Rs 68/litre and in Afghanistan
it'sRs37.50/litre."Now itisnot asif
India has the most expensive fuel
in the world. Look at some other
countries- Poland Rs 90, Japan Rs
9, SouthKoreaRs 96, UK Rs118,
Germany Rs 119, France Rs 126,
SyriaRs 150 ... and Hong Kong
looks like the most expensive fuel
intheworldthat isequivalent to Rs
173," Gupta said.Explaining what
goes behind the pricing structure,
hesaidthat crudeail isbrought glo-
bally at the same price following
which, thereisrefinery coststo ren-
deritinto different productsinclud-
ing petrol."But then governments
tax this fuel. They tax it for rev-
enues, which arevery important for
the government, and many like
thosein Europe, tax it - acarbon tax
by way of discouraging people
from using private vehicles," he
said.The carbon tax, however, isa
practise seeninricher countries. So
how come Indiahas pricesthat are
comparable to these countries,
asked Gupta.To answer the ques-
tion of why India's prices are com-
parabletothoseof richer countries,
Gupta used the example of China
that also hashigher prices. Thefirst
reason is that China and Indiaim-

port most of their hydrocarbons.
"Soitisimportant for themto keep
prices on the higher side, so the
consumption doesn't go up too
much because if it does, their im-
port will go up," said Gupta. Sec-
ondly, the Modi government has
figured that an easy way for earn-
ing more for the exchequer is to
keepraisngtaxesonfuel. Thegov-
ernment had in fact managed to
raisethetotd excisecollectionfrom
Rs 99,000 crore per year to Rs2.4
lakh crore per year withintwo years
of the UPA government losing
power at the Centre." So, astheprice
went down, theincreased excise. ..
on your petrol price did not come
down," Gupta said and added,
"And later when crude prices
started going up, the priceat which
your petrol pump getsthefuel from
therefinery asowent up - theModi
government did not reduce the
excise.""...it is not wrong to say
that Modi government has not
passed on the benefit of low crude
prices to the consumers. If any-
thing, they have further taken
money out of the consumers
pocket by continuing to raise
these excise taxes,” Gupta
said.Breaking down the excisetax
on fuel Guptasaid that if you buy
alitre of petrol or alitre of diesd,
63 per cent of what you pay on
your petrol, i.e. Rs52.50 and 58%
or Rs 42.70 on what you pay for
diesel goes towards taxes.

Ical successof 'Atmanirbhar Bhar at'

T—

wonder why Narendra
Modi remains popular

M VIJ

the masses. Keep giving
peopleaVision and

SHIVA
despite an economic

recession, coming asit does as a
high-point of non-stop economic
declinesince the 2016
demonetisation. The answer you'll
usually get is Hindutva, propaganda,
media control, weak opposition, and
so on. Yet abig part of the answer is
also apolitical campaign undertaken
by NarendraModi and the BJP, namely
'‘Atmanirbhar Bharat'.As Covid and the
lockdown wrecked the economy, the
obvious question the voter would ask
is, what is Maodi doing about the
economy? Where's the money? How
do we buy roti? When are we getting
our jobs and growth back? The media
and the masses were still struggling to
understand Covid when Modi did a
pre-emptive 'surgical strike' onthe
economy question with 'Atmanirbhar
Bharat'.In the latest India Today ‘Mood
of the Nation' survey, 46 per cent of
respondents said 'Atmanirbhar Bharat'
was a"very good initiative". That's
roughly equal to the vote-share (44 per
cent) of the BJP-led National Demo-
craticAllianceinthe 2019 Lok Sabha
election.With'Atmanirbhar Bharat',
Narendra Modi used his strongest
political asset, nationalism, to give an
answer to his biggest weak point, the
economy. It is surprising that he took a
while getting to the point of outright
nationalism on economics given that
the world has been swept by this
current since at least 2016, when
Donald Trump disrupted the
globalisation consensus.Whether or
not it isa clever slogan, whether or not
it will yield any economic dividend, the
success of '‘Atmanirbhar Bharat' has to
be understood in terms of a'drug'
addiction called Vision. A form of
supplying hope, Vision is the opium of

they'll think you're
taking them to some place better. The
trainismoving. Thejourney may be
long and arduous. Delhi isstill far. But
we'll get there.NarendraModi's
political journey could be described as
'Vision SeVision Tak', fromonevision
to another. He began by promising
'Achhe Din' or the good days. After
thefailure of demonetisation, he
moved onto 'New India2022'. A lot of
other slogans in between, on This
Indiaor That India, were duly
discarded.In regular surveys like the
‘Mood of the Nation', Modi's lowest
ratings are seen around January 2019.
This was when farm distress had just
taken away the BJP's bastions of
Chhattisgarh and Madhya Pradesh.
No, it wasn't just Balakot but a
number of defensive measures such
as putting cash into the bank ac-
counts of farmers that helped Modi
reach a high point in the Lok Sabha
election that followed.Immediately
thereafter, he pre-emptively began to
make people forget his 2022 promises
by coining anew slogan, $5-Trillion
Economy by 2024. (Not very
atmanirbhar to defineIndiain US
dollar terms, from the vantage point of
2021.)Five Trillion was never going to
be possible, thankfully Covid gave us
the excuseto forget all about it.
That's when we got 'Atmanirbhar
Bharat'.You can mock all you want at
this vision-peddling, but it works
wonderfully in politics. Therewas
once a man who was so good at
selling Vision that heisremembered
and looked up to in popular culture
even today, many years after his
death: A.P.J. Abdul Kalam.Talk show
host Oprah Winfrey has been selling
the idea of a"vision board" to

Americansfor many years now. She
wants everyone to "vision board"
their lives. Write on a board the
things you want to accomplish this
year. Theideaisthat writing your
vision will help you visualiseit and
makeit feel real.Campaigning for
Barack Obamain 2008, hiswife
Michelletried to make voters actually
believe an upstart Black Senator
could be President. She said at arally,
"I want you to leave here and envi-
sion Barack Obama taking the oath of
office." Oprah Winfrey, who was
present at this rally, came home and
pinned two pictures on a board: one
of Barack Obama, and one of agown
she thought she'd wear at Obama's
inauguration.Theimplication of the
power of vision and visualisation is
obvious for the opposition. If the
opposition has to succeed against the
BJPR, it must give voters an alternative
vision, a better one, but also be able
to visualise that vision and have a
succinct slogan. When Indira Gandhi
said 'Garibi Hatao', shewasselling a
Vision. In 2004, the Congress party
asked voters, "Aam Aadmi ko kya
mila?"' Or "What did the common man
get?' That clearly articulated an
alternate economic vision to 'India
Shining'.Any alternate economic
vision by the opposition today will
have to be about naukri (jobs), rozgar
(income), and unemployment. In
survey after survey since
demonetisation, it has emerged as the
top concern in the Modi era. We saw
recently how Tejashwi Yadav man-
aged to create some hype in the Bihar
assembly election simply by promising
101lakhjobs.Rahul Gandhi's2019
slogan "Chowkidar Chor Hai" was no
Vision, apart from targeting the wrong
issue (corruption). But he and his
party did give avisionary slogan: "Ab
HogaNYAY", promisingaminimum
basic income support scheme. They
launched the slogan just before the
election. They should learn from that
failure and understand that one must
have aslogan for every year, every
season, and not just one month before
the general election.This seems so
obvious, and yet the opposition is
unableto do it. Or maybe they do talk
about it all day and we don't get to
hear it. They need to speak in slogans,
create avision board. If they don't like
the thought of learning political
communication from NarendraModi,
they could look at Oprah Winfrey and
the Obamas, perhaps?
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PineL abslntroducesAllTap App
to Empower Small M erchants

Offers 'tap on phone' contactless payment acceptance for India
certified by PCl SSC, RuPay, Visa, Mastercard and Amex

Delhi, Jan 28: PineLabs, aleadmg mer-
chant commerce platform in Asia, today
launched All Tap, afeature-rich app that can
significantly accelerate digital payments
adoption in India. Pine Labs AllTap is a
revolutionary new app for small merchants
toimmediately start accepting digital pay-
ments on their NFC-enabled smartphone
without the need of any additional hard-
ware. The 'tap and pay' feature within the
app issecure and is certified by PCI Secu-
rity Standards Council (PCl SSC), RuPay,
Visa, Mastercard and Amex. While the
ongoing pandemic propelled the adoption
of digital payments in India, a large and
critical segment of small entrepreneursare
still untouched by digitization. Pine Labs
AllTap addresses this key segment espe-
cially small merchants, home entrepre-
neurs, street vendors, hawkers, cab driv-
ers, and otherswho are not ready to invest
inatraditional point-of-sale (PoS) terminal
to accept digital payments. Commenting on
thelaunch, B. Amrish Rau, CEO, PineLabs
said, "We heard from small merchants, taxi
drivers, self-employed individuals, tuition-
givers, and several other solopreneurs,
who wanted asimple digital payments ac-
ceptance solution. We are proud to unveil
AllTap in response to their needs. AllTap
comeswith acutting-edge contactless pay-
ments technology and requires no addi-
tional hardware for merchants to start ac-
cepting digital payments. Their NFC-en-
abled smartphone is now a payments ac-
ceptancedevice. PineLabsAll Tap hastre-
mendous potential to bridge the digital di-
vide not only in India but also in other
markets. We are excited to introduce this
pioneering app in the market today."

Sanjeev Kumar, CTO, PineLabssaid, "With
AllTap, we are offering merchants arobust
PCI SSC-compliant Contactless Payments
on COTS(CPoC) solution. Thisensuresall
tap and pay transactions are fully secure.
Our PCI SSC-CPoC listing underwent an
extensive audit and certification from PCI
SSC and leading networks Visa, RuPay,
Mastercard, and Amex." Using the Pine
Labs AllTap, merchants can convert their
NFC-enabled smartphone into a payment
acceptance device in minutes and avail a
host of additional features such as con-
verting atransaction into Pay Later EMIs
toincreasesales. AllTapispowered by Pine
Labs robust payment infrastructure which
is already trusted by over 150,000 mer-
chants. Pine LabsAllTap addresses sev-
eral pain points of small merchants. Mer-
chant can now switch to contactless digi-
tal payment, accept digital payments ac-
ceptance during door-step delivery, reduce
the checkout time delaysthrough quick tap-
and-go payments. The app requires little
documentation for the digital onboarding
of merchants, making it a quick to down-
load and use solution. Pine Labs AllTap
app isavailable on Google Play Store and
can be downloaded from here: https.//
play.google.com/store/apps/
detail s?id=com.pinel abs.epos

About Pine Labs

One of Asias leading merchant com-
merce platforms, Pine Labs serves promi-
nent large, mid-sized and small merchants
across Asia and the Middle East. The
company's unique cloud-based platform
enablesit to offer awiderange of payment
acceptance and merchant commerce solu-
tions including enterprise automation so-
lutions such asinventory management and
customer relationship management. Its
stored value platformincludesissuing, pro-
cessing, and distributing digital gift cards
for corporate customers around the worl d.
Incorporated in Singapore, Pine Labs' key
investors include Actis Capital,
Mastercard, PayPal, Sequoia India, and
Temasek. To know more, please visit
www.pinelabs.com

Aadhaar Enabled Payments

Taking banking servicestothe

doorstepscf theunderserved

New Delhi, January 28 : New banking service delivery
models are helping to create a populace ready to adopt
new-agefinancial products. Doorstep banking servicesus-
ing Aadhaar Enabled Payment System Solution (AEPS) isa
new technological advancement that has helped India Post
PaymentsBank (1PPB) to bridgethedigital divide. Thetotal

by the AePS payments in-
frastructure has helped us
deliver services to custom-
ers at their doorstep,” he
adds. The operation of FSS
AePS solution isvery ample
and requires zero investment
on part of the cusomer. The
serviceisbased onagentsper-
formingtransactionson behdlf
of customersusng atablet, a
micro-ATM or aPOSdevice.
Customers of any bank can
access their Aadhaar-linked
bank account by smply us-
ing ther fingerprint for cash
withdrawa, baance enquiry
and trandfer of funds into an
operating | PPB account, right
at thelr doorstep.

Minesministry proposespolicy
changesto spur iron oreproduction

New Delhi, January 28: Still, sev-
eral successful bidders of those
working mines failed to start pro-
duction even after the lapse of 7-8
months of auction and execution
of mining leasesintheir favour.Still,
several successful biddersof those
working mines failed to start pro-
duction even after the lapse of 7-8
months of auction and execution
of mining leasesin their favour.As
the steel industry is complaining
about a shortage of raw material,
the ministry of mines has proposed
to adopt a carrot and stick policy,
to spur iron ore production.
Through the proposed Minerals
(other than atomic and hydrocar-
bons energy minerals) Concession
(Amendment) Rules, 2021, themin-
istry has proposed that the mining
lessee will till have to pay statu-
tory duesequal totheminimumdis-
patch stipulated in a quarter even
if dispatch falls short. In case, the
lesseefail sto maintain the minimum
dispatch criteriafor three consecu-
tivequarters, "the state government
may terminate such lease after giv-
ing a reasonable opportunity of
being heard." The holding company
faces debt maturities of about $1.2
billiontill March 2022.S& Previses
Vedanta Resources outlook from
'negative' to 'stableK. Srinivasan,
global chief revenue officer, FSS

TechnologiesAadhaar Enabled
Payments: Taking banking services
to the doorsteps of the

underserved The mines ministry
has also planned to incentivise a
lessee for higher production. "For
fully explored blocks, there would
be a 50% rebate in the quoted rev-

enue share, for the quantity of min-
eral produced and dispatched ear-
lier than the schedul ed date of pro-
duction as provided in the tender
document,” the minesministry has
proposed the Mineral (Auction)
Amendment Rules, 2021.Themove
comes in the backdrop of produc-
tion and dispatch shortfall of im-
portant mineralssuch asiron orein

recent times which not only led to
their price hike but also affected
manufacturing of iron and steel in
the country.Keeping in mind the
fact that |eases granted for around
334 merchant mines including 46
operating mines will stand can-
celled on March 2020, the mines

ministry had allowed auction of
such leases even before their lease
period got over and granted the
new owners permission to operate
such leases without acquiring the
required approvals and clearances
for two years.Still, several success-
ful bidders of those working mines
failed to start production even af-
ter the lapse of 7-8 months of auc-

tion and execution of mining leases
intheir favour. Further, many of the
successful bidderswho have started
production, have not maintained the
production and dispatch quantity
up to the stipulated level."Non-
operationalisation of these mines
has created an acute shortage of
iron ore in the country. During the
year 2019-20, the production of iron
orein the country as on September
2019was110.95milliontonnes(MT),
whereas, during the current finan-
cial year (2020-21), the cumulative
production of iron ore up to Sep-
tember 2020 was only 76.01 MT
thereby registering adeclinein pro-
ductionby 31.5%," theminesminis-
try said, justifying for adopting the
stick approach. The mines ministry
isof theview that theincentivewill
encourage the lessee of the fully-
explored blocksto operationaisethe
mine and start production at an
early date thereby increasing the
mineral production in the
country." The objective of the
amendment is to make minerals
availablein the market at the earli-
est considering that minerals are
input to several industries," it said,
adding that the amendment propos-
als have been proposed following
recommendations of a high-level
committee, headed by Niti Aayog
vice-chairman.

Dhanlaxmi Bank appoints
JK Shivan asMD & CEO

Mumbai, January 28:
Dhanlaxmi Bank saidon
Tuesday that the resolution to
gppoint K Shivan asthe next
managing director and CEO of
the bank was passed with an
overwhelming mgjority of
99.81%.Dhanlaxmi Bank said
on Tuesday that the resolu-
tion to gppoint JK Shivan as
thenext managing director
and CEO of thebank was
passed with an overwhelming
majority of 99.81%. Thebank
inaregulatory filing said that
105 shareholders, who
account for 99.81% thetotal
votes cast, voted for the
resolution, while 18 share-
holderswho account for 0.19
% of the votes opposed the
resolution.The bank Board
had moved a resolution on
December 26, as asked by
RBI, for shareholders
approval viaelectronic
voting, for the appointment
of Shivan asthe next
managing director and CEO
the bank. Thelast MD and
CEO of the bank Sunil
Gurbaxaniwasvoted out from
the post of managing director
and CEO of Dhanlaxmi Bank
by more than 90% of the
shareholders on October 1, in
thefirss AGM held after he
was gppointed in February

2020.K. Srinivasan,
globa chief revenue
officer, FSS

Technol ogiesAadhaar
Enabled Payments:
Taking banking services
to the doorsteps of the
underserved NABARD
Chief General Manager
C Udayabhaskar,
Odishastotal credit
requirement, Odisha
Finance Minister
Niranjan Pujari, Finance
Secretary AK
MeenaNABARD
estimates Odishas total
credit requirement Rs
1,10,735crorefor 2021-
22Thebank iscurrently
managed by acommittee
of directors(COD) and
RBI has given the bank
four months to appoint a
new head. RBI hasto
givethefinal approval
for the appointment of
Sivan, followingwhich
the Board of directors of
thebank can officialy
appoint him asthe MD
and CEO, bank sources
said. The tenure of the
COD expireson January
31,2021 andtheRBl is
likely togivean
extension to the COD
until the new.

TheRetina Centrecompletes 2
year sorganizesawebinar on Ocular
& Facial Cosmesisin Guwahati

Guwahati, January 28: A webinar on Ocu-
lar & Facial Cosmesis was conducted at
The Retina Centre in Guwahati. Dr. SU
Ahmed, Founder & Director, The Retina
Centre, gave the welcome address and the
introduction of the session was done by
Dr. XK Das, Senior Consultant, The Retina
Centre. Thewebinar was chaired by 'Padma
Shri' awardee Dr. AK Grover, Chairman,
GangaRam Hospital. Thewebinar saw the
participation of eminent national and inter-
national speakersand panelist. Other dig-
nitaries who spoke on the occasion in-
cluded Dr. TanujNakra, Faculty, University
of Texasand Dell Medical School USA; Dr.
RohitSaiju, Vice President, AsiaPacific So-
ciety of Ophthamic Plastic and Reconstruc-
tive Society; Dr. Yunialrawati, President,
Oculoplasty Association of Indonesia,
Prof. Sharfuddin Ahmed, President, Oph-
thalmological Society of Bangladesh. The
highlights of the discussion included brow
lifting surgery, peculiarities of Asian eye-
lid and included a discussion on the future
of Cosmetology with the Asian Perspec-
tive. The Retina Centre also cel ebrated the
completion of 2 years, and speaking onthe
occasion, Dr. S.U. Ahmed, Founder & Di-
rector, The Retina Centre, said, "The hos-
pital completing 2 years while growing
stronger with each passing day in these
dynamic times, is a proud moment for us
all. During these two years, the manage-
ment, doctors, and the staff have worked
hard to realize our motto of providing qual-
ity eye care services of international stan-

dards at an affordable cost." Dr. Ahmed
further added, "All our specialists of dif-
ferent subspecialties at The Retina Centre
arewell trained in Indiaand abroad. They
have along career in these sub-specialties
who have served in different hospitalsand
health organizations. We have extended
our services to the people of Assam and
North Eastern region in the last 2 years."
The Retina Centre, aGuwahati based mod-
ern eye hospital, has successfully com-
pleted 2 yearsof delivering quality eyecare
in the city. In a short span of 2 years, The
Retina Centre has established itself asone
of the most trusted super-specialties eye-
care hospitals in North-East India. The
centre boasts of sub-speciatieslike Retina
Vitreous, Cataract, Glaucoma,
Oculoplastics& Orhit, Cornea, Neuro-Oph-
thalmol ogy, Pediatric Ophthalmology cov-
ering the population of the entire North
Eastern Region along with parts of West
Bengal and Bihar.

L ooking for new solutions. Pairing

transaction value processed by the AePS system has
crossed the Rs8,000-crore mark, indicative of | PPB'sscale
and its ability to successfully tap into latent demand for
financial products amongst hitherto underserved
segments.| PPB was set up by the government with a mo-
tive to take banking services to the unbanked section of
the society. In rural and peri-urban areas, the averagetime
to reach abanking accesspoint is 1.5 to 5 hours, compared
totheaverage of 30 minutesin urban areas. FSS Technol o-
gieshas partnered with the | PPB to offer financial services
at the last mile through interoperable, affordable services.
This partnership aims to bring millions of unbank-ed cus-
tomersinto the financia mainstream. Currently, there are
nearly 410 million Jan Dhan accounts in India and since
launching AEPS services, the bank has become the single
largest platform in the country for providing interoperable
banking servicesto customersof any bank.Dhanlaxmi bank,
new MD, CEO of Dhanlaxmi Bank, JK ShivanDhanlaxmi
Bank appoints K Shivan asMD & CEONABARD Chief
Genera Manager C Udayabhaskar, Odishastotal credit re-
quirement, OdishaFinance Minigter Niranjan Pujari, Finance
Secretary A K MeenaNABARD egtimates Odishas total
credit requirement Rs 1,10,735 crorefor 2021-22I PPB has
deployed FSS Integrated Payment Stack to deliver digital
payments products to its customers. This includes FSS
Payments-in-a-Box, Aadhaar-enabled payments (AePSand
Aadhaar Pay for merchants), bill payments, UPI payments,
card payments, merchant payments (PoSand online)." The
current financial servicesddivery infrastructure created by
India Post Payments Bank spans 1160,000 villages and
400,000 digital pointsand addressesthe accessibility chal-
lenges faced by customers in the traditional banking eco-
system," says K. Srinivasan, global chief revenue officer,
FSS Technologies. "However, acombination of simple-to-
usetechnology, along-with the ability to leveragethe exist-
ing postal network and theinherent interoperability offered

tradltlonal gadgets W|th new algorithms

Mumbai, January 28: Compan|es
like Staqu arechanging how wein-
teract with cameras and showing
how Al can help streamline
processeskor this, Amazon uses
artificd intdligenceto crestea6feet
radius around every employee.For
this, Amazon uses artificia intelli-
gencetocresteab feet radiusaround
every employee.Although gadgets
were driving technology adoption
even before the lockdown, smart
technologies have been brought
into focus by the pandemic. More
companiesrey on artificia intelli-
gence and machine learning algo-
rithms to improve efficiency and
keep workspaces functional. In-
creasingly traditional gadgets are
being pared with new algorithmsto
find workable solutions. Ware-
houses run by Amazon started us-
ing smart technologiesto dert au-
thorities whenever people breach
the 6 feet distance to maintain so-
cid distancing guidelines. For this,
Amazon usesartificial intelligence
to create a6 feet radius around ev-
ery employee. Once an employee
breaches that parameter, it aerts
them about socid distancing.Nikhil
Ramaswamy, CEO and Co-founder,
CynLRCynLr: Making robotssmart
andintelligentWith 18 monthswar-
ranty, itisavailableon FHlipkart at a

price tag of Rs 15,999.Soundcore
Infini Pro: Stylish soundbar withrich
andredigicaurd qualityOther com-
panies are using tags to create six
feet boundaries to decrease the

chance of catching the
infection.When we think about
such innovations, usually what
comestomind arethewestern coun-
tries, but India has had a spate of
meaningful innovations over the
last few years. Sart-upslike Niramai
and Stagu have worked on devel-
oping temperature screening de-
vices. Some are even ingalled at
airports so that authorities can
monitor swathes of people to de-
tect potentia Covid-19 cases. How-
ever, such screening also raises
concerns about privacy. How far

can technologies be allowed to go
to permeate our lives? Is it ethical
for employerstotrack every move-
ment of their employee? In some
cases, technology has provento be
aboon to maintain health, security
and safety standards. But given al
this is too new, its larger implica-
tionsareyet to bedetermined.Inthe
US, technology companiesarewary
of partnering with police officias.
They have found that there is an
inherent biasin how technology is
being used. Algorithms, in some
cases, aremorelikely to detect Afri-
can-Americans as perpetrators
than Caucasians. Companies, like
IBM, have stopped their facial rec-
ognition programmes for govern-
ment purposes.India has aso been

in the midst of such controversy.
Last year, the Union homeminister
inthe Parliament remarked that the
government was using government
IDs, like driving licence, voter ID
card, passport, etc, to identify per-
petrators in the Delhi riots. Given
thescdeof destruction, somemight
say it was warranted, but what if
the government starts using such
means to quell even peaceful
protests.However, that is just one
end of the spectrum. On the other
endarecompanieslike Staqu, which
have been aiding police to solve
crimes using its famous Al Jarvis.
Atul Rai, CEO and co-founder, ex-
plainsthat the company started its
operation in nine digtricts and has
since expanded. It has aided UP
policeand Punjab police, which ear-
lier this year bagged Crime and
Crimina TrackingNetwork and Sys-
tems(CCTNS) award, for develop-
ing smarter systems. The company
has digitised recordsfor criminals,
sowhenever acrimeiscommitted,
the police can use its database to
identify criminals from camera
footage.Rai says that the software
has pretty impressive accuracy for
identification asit has 99.7% accu-
racy in person detection and 95%
accuracy for activity detection. Se-
nior IPSofficer from UPpolice SK

Bhagat, who is currently 1G V|g|
lance and was then involved in
Staqu'sintegrationas|G Crime, ex-
plains how the process has devel-
oped. He saysthat whilethe police
was earlier using photographs of
photographs with low accuracy, it
eventually developed systems
where each police personnel could
click photographsand upload it on
the portal. However, he also says
that the process was full-proof as
the verification would be com-
pleted at the district bureau level.
Rai saysthat therearethreelevels
of checks that each upload hasto
go through before being finally
uploaded on the system.Nilabh
Kishore, another senior IPS offi-
cid inPunjaband currently IG while
regaling stories of how Staqu has
been used to arrest crimina ele-
ments, also details the thorough
stepwise procedure. He explains
how the app is downloaded on the
smartphones of all police person-
nel for them to easily access its
features.However, it is difficult to
determine the quantum or requests
received and rejected by thedistrict
bureau. What both officers alude
toistheconcernfor datasafety and
privacy.Staqu's contribution ex-
tendsbeyond helping policein nab-
bingcriminas.
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AASU Sages Protest Over

Coronavirus pandemictime.Spesking to reporters, the agitating AASU members
said that the price of essential commodities have also been hiked dueto the hike
in price of petrol and diesdl. Moreover, the students' union said that they will
stage massive protest if the government failed to reduce the price hike. The fuel
price in India including Assam has witnessed a steep hike in fuel oil whichis
proving to be a reason to worry among commoners. The All Assam Students
Union on Thursday staged a protest in Judge's Field in Guwahati against the
soaring price of fuels.Taking the protests into city streets, the students union
demanded relief in the prices. “We have come out to protest against the rising
prices of petrol and diesdl. We demand the Central Government and Assam
Government to cut off the hike,” one of the protesters said .Another protester
said, “We urge the authorities to gives us relief in the price of fuels. If, the
government does not listen to our pleas then we will stage a stronger sit-in
demongtrationinthecoming days.” In the past 10 days, the petrol pricein Kamrup
Metro hasbeen fluctuating between Rs88.16 and Rs89.00.However, the price of
petrol, diesel and liquor is said to come down from February, 2021 a sthe state
government will withdraw additional Covid related taxesfrom next month.Covid
taxes on these products were levied by the government last year to revive the
state economy devastated after the Coronavirus pandemic hit the nation includ-
ing Assam.It isal so to be noted that the hikein the price of fuel oil hasan advert
effect on transportation when it comes to the inter-state movement of vehicles
carrying groceriesand other commodities.

CM Sonowal attends Krishak

iswhat happened on January 28, 1894. “When the British officerswererefusing
to listen to the farmers' grievances, things heated up,” said Deka. “Therewas a
lathi charge, followed by an open firing which killed many of the peasants
present.” Asstated in Dutta sbook, “ Official records, asmentioned inthe Darrang
Didtrict Gazette, 1905, edited by BCAllen, placed the casualtiesin the Patharughat
incident as 15 killed and 37 wounded.” However, unofficial sourcesclaimitwasa
much higher number. Duttawrites: “ Doli Purana, ostensibly written by an eyewit-
ness named Narottam Koch, hasthe line Sat kuri raij mori thakil dar chelai pori
whichtrandatestoimply that 140 werekilled.” Theintroduction to Dutta' sbook
describes the incident as one of the “most tragic and inspiring episodes in the
sagaof theindian freedom movement.” However, it rarely featuresin mainstream
historical discourse of thefreedom struggle. “ Even within Assam, especially the
younger generations, know nothing about Pothorughat,” sad Duitta, “While the
British would keep meticulousrecords, therewaslittlearchival materia related to
thisincident.” According to Deka, for thelarger A ssamese community, Patharughat
comes second only to the Battle of Saraighat, when the Ahoms defeated the
Mughalsin1671. “Itisextremely inspirational for theAssamese community, like
anational awvakening,” Dekasaid.Whilemany oftenrefer to the episodeasasthe
“Patharughat Ron” or the “Battle of Patharughat”, Dutta said it was a“ misno-
mer.” “ It wasapeaceful protest and aprecursor to the Civil Disobediencemove-
ment, whichwaslater propagated by MahatmaGandhi.” Intheintroduction of his
book, he writes that it was “ one of the few occasionsin the history of the pre-
Congress, pan-Indian anti-imperialist movement, when, in the absence of awell
defined leadership, the masses organised themselves to resist the autocratic
designs of the British.” A martyrs column was erected at the site on 28 January,
2001 by the Army and unveiled by SK Sinha, former Governor of Assam.Every
year on January 28, the government and local people pay respectsto the martyrs
of theincident (Krishak Swahid Diwas) inan officia function. On January 29, the
Indian Army paysits repectsin military style. According to Deka, over theyears,
films, theetre, folktdes and, serids have been made onthe subject. “That ishow it's
dowly entering popular imagination,” he said.On January 28, 2021, Assam CM
Sarbananda Sonowal will inaugurate an Integrated Training and Skill Devel opment
Centrefor thefarmersnear theste. Accordingto Darrang DC Dilip Kumar Borah, the
centrewill be equipped to teach farmers new skills and technology. “Not only that,
those who cometo get educated aswell as expertswho cometo teach from various
partsof Indiawill learn about the unique history of Patharughat,” he said.

Biden admin reaches out : US NSA

UK. Indiaisthefirst country outside the allies that he spoke to in a phone
conversation.The call wasinitiated by Austin, and the conversation lasted
for about 15-20 minutes, sources said.Singh tweeted, “We exchanged views
on regional and global issues of mutual interest to strengthen our strategic
partnership.” A Defence Ministry statement said Singh had previously con-
gratulated Austin on his appointment. “During the telephonic talk, they
reaffirmed their commitment to work together to strengthen the multifac-
eted India-US defence cooperation and the strategic partnership” and “ dis-
cussed bilateral, regional and global issues,” the statement said.Sources
said that among the larger issues discussed, there was a focus on Indo-
Pacific and China was part of the discussions.Pentagon’s spokesperson
said that “ Austin emphasized the Department’s commitment to the U.S.-
India Mgjor Defense Partnership, observing that it is built upon shared
values and a common interest in ensuring the Indo-Pacific region remains
free and open”.” Secretary Austin noted the great strides made in the U.S.-
Indiadefense relationship, and he pledged to work collaboratively with the
Defence Minister to sustain progress,” the spokesperson said.On the con-
versation between the NSAs, Ministry of External Affairs said Doval “un-
derscored that asleading democracies, with an abiding faith in an open and
inclusiveworld order, Indiaand the U.S. were uniquely positioned to work
closely onregional and international issuesincluding combating the scourge
of terrorism, maritime security, cyber security and peace and stability inthe
Indo-Pacific region and beyond” .Accordingto MEA, “NSA Sullivan stated
that the USwaslooking forward to working together on the bilateral agenda
and the common global challenges.” It said the two NSAs “agreed to work
closely to further advance India-U.S. relations, which are built on shared
values and common strategic and security interests’.“ They highlighted
the need to work collectively to address challenges in the post-Covid era
and further expand the Comprehensive Global Strategic Partnership,” the
MEA said in astatement.

No Cash Transactions in Toll

record 50 lakh transactions per day with more than 2.20 crore FaSTags
issued thus far , the National Highways Authority of India had said last
week. FASTag, aradio frequency identification (RFID) sticker typically
fixed to avehicle’ swindscreen, letstoll boothswirelessly and automati-
cally deduct the fee, thereby not requiring a vehicle to stop. The tags
were made mandatory for all new cars sold after December 1, 2017, asa
measure to encourage digital payments and free up congestion at toll
booths.In a move aimed to give a major fillip to enhance digital pay-
ments and reduce bottlenecks at national highways, the Centre had man-
dated that all lanes of national highways toll plazas to be declared as
“FASTag lanes’ by December, 2019.Speaking at a virtual summit last
week, Union road transport minister Nitin Gadkari had said that the el ec-
tronic toll collection system was useful for commuters as they would
not be required to stop at toll plaza for cash payments, adding that it
also saves time and fuel. Making FA STags compulsory would also en-
sure that vehicles pass seamlessly through toll plazas as payment would
be done on an electronic basis.FASTag isasimpleto use, reloadable tag
which enables automatic deduction of toll charges and lets you pass
through the toll plazawithout stopping for the cash transaction. FASTag
islinked to a prepaid account from which the applicable toll amount is
deducted. The tag employs Radio-frequency Identification (RFID) tech-
nology and is affixed on the vehicle's windscreen after the tag account
isactive. FASTag is a perfect solution for a hassle free trip on national
highways. FASTag is presently operational at 180 toll plazas across
national and state highways. Moretoll plazaswill be brought under the
FASTag program in the future.

Rajdeep Sardesai Reportedly

just one week, after which he was suspended for two weeks by the media
house”.During the violent clashesthat broke out on January 26, Sardesai ina
tweet reported that Navneet Singh, a farmer, had been killed in police
firing.Sardesal had, in atweet which helater retracted, said, “One person, 45-
year-old Navneet killed allegedly in policefiring at ITO. Farmerstell me: the
‘sacrifice’ will not go in vain.” However, the Delhi police clarified that the
farmer waskilled when histractor overturned and a so released avideo. How-
ever, there are speculations if the tractor was struck by a tear gas canister.
Sardesai then retracted his statement and said, “While the farm protestors
claim that the deceased Navneet Singh was shot at by Delhi policewhileon a
tractor, this video clearly shows that the tractor overturned while trying to
break the police barricades. Thefarm protestors’ allegationsdon’t stand. Post
mortem awaited.” Furthermore, the journalist also lauded the efforts of the
police and said, they showed great restraint in Red Fort and I TO and said “no
evidenceof bulletsfired”.Inalive coverageat 5:47 pm on January 26 for India
Today, Sardesai said, “ These werethe allegationsthat were being made at the
timewhen wewerereporting this afternoon. The eyewitnesses and thefriends
of the deceased, when we spoke to them, they were insistent that a shot had
been fired and the tractor overturned because ashot wasfired...However, the
policeversion, and particularly the video, makesit very clear that the particu-
lar act of the tractor overturning could be the cause of death...The police
version appears more credible than what the farm protesters are claiming.”

Congress Announces

of India(Marxi<t), the Communist Party of India(Marxist Leninist) Liberation, and
the Anchalik Gana Marcha (AGM) are part of the aliance along with the
Congress.The codlition of six parties promised tojointly fight the upcoming As-
sembly elections, and asked other “ anti-Bharatiya Janata Party” partiestojointhe
GrandAlliance. “ Thecoming together of the Six partiesunder acommon platform
isamgjor development,” Baghel saidinan address. Thealliance, however, did not
announce its chief ministerial candidate, The Indian Express reported. Assam
Congress President Ripun Borasaid leaders of al six partiesheld talks on Tues-
day with Baghel and party general secretaries Mukul Wasnik and Jitendra
Singh.“We have come to the conclusion that in the coming Assam Assembly
elections, weall will fight together to oust the BJP” Borasaid. “ At the sametime,
we will keep our doors open to invite the other regiona parties of Assam and
other anti-BJP parties to join our alliance.” Congress General Secretary and in
charge of Assam Jitendra Singh said “ peoplewant thisalliance”, reported . “... in
the last five years a new type of politics has come — of hatred and ruining the
fabric of Assam,” hesaid, adding that the codition would comeup with acommon
manifesto.” None of the parties havejoined the alliance with any preconditions,”
Singh added.BJP Nationa President JP Naddaon Monday said that hisparty will
alwaystake good care of Assam’s unique culture and language. Nadda made the
commentson atwo-day visit to the stateto kickstart BJP'scampaign for the 2021
Assembly elections.Electionsto the 126-member stateAssembly aredueinApril -
May. The Election Commission of Indiaon Wednesday said the 2021 Assembly
electionsinAssamwill beover by May 4, beforethe Central Board of Secondary
Education examsin the Sate start.

Doctor Passes away

Panigaon, January 28:A renowned doctor of North Lakhimpur and aresident
of K.B.Road, North Lakhimpur town Dr.Tabibuddin Ahmed Baruah(86) passed
away today at 12-30 p.m. at a local private nursing home due to old-age
ailments. Hewas aretired Government doctor. During hisservice period asa
Govt. doctor, heworked in Mahendra M ohan Choudhary Hospital, Guwahati
and North Lakhimpur Civil Hospital, besides other Govt. Hospitals in the
state. After retirement asa Government doctor, he provided medical serviceat
Mission Hospital K etelaand Joyhing Referral Hospital, North Lakhimpur.He
leaves behind his wife and two daughters.Late Dr.Baruah's funeral will be
held tomorrow morning at North Lakhimpur.

20 progressve farmers fdicitated at
Krishi Swvahid Divas in Hailakandi

Hailakandi, Jan.28: Krishi Swahid Divaswas observed in abefitting manner
here on Thursday. At afunction organised by District Agriculture Depart-
ment at its office complex, District Development Commissioner, RK Laskar
said there has been a sea change in the agriculture sector with farm
mechanisation taking place at a fast pace. Laskar said that the Central and
State governments have been implementing aslew of schemesand projectsin
the agriculture sector which is the backbone of the country's economy. He
said under the CMSGUY, apet project of Chief Minister, Sarbananda Sonowal,
288 tractors and other agricultural implements have been distributed. The
DDC attributed agriculture and allied sectors as engine of growth and pros-
perity. Laskar asked the educated unemployed youth to come forward and
take up cultivation to become self independent and to contribute to the eco-
nomic prosperity of the country. Speaking on the occasion, District Informa-
tion and Public Relations Officer, Sabir Nishat said the state and central gov-
ernments have accorded added thrust to agriculture as more than 70 per cent
of the populace are engaged with agriculture and allied sectors. Terming the
country's economy basically agrarian, Nishat urged the farmers to come for-
ward to avail the various government schemes and projects to make them-
selves economically strong and vibrant. Nishat further said the day is being
observed by the present government since 2017 to pay homage to the 140
peasants who sacrificed their lives while protesting against the enhanced rev-
enue imposed on them by the British Raj at Patharughat in 1894. Terming the
peasants uprising against the repressive policy of theimperialist regimeasone
of the first peasant protests in the country, Nishat said efforts are on to get the
Battle of Pathurughat national recognition asthat of the JallianwalaBagh inci-
dent which took much later. In hiswelcome address, Incharge District Agricul-
tural Officer, Dr. AR Ahmed stated that anumber of schemesof state and central
governments have been implemented in the district which have benefitted the
farmersalot. He asked the educated youth to take up farming in abig asit has
huge potential tigether with the support being given by the government by way
of subsidiesand loans. Head Scientist from KVK, K. Sanzeba Taya a so spoke
ontheoccasion. EOfrom DV O Dr.AB Siddiquewasa so present. Synchronising
with the Krishi Swahid Divas, as many as 20 progressive farmers were felici-
tated by DDC, Laskar and other dignitaries. Vermi compost bagswere givento
them together with commendation certificates for their outstanding contribu-
tion to agriculture and alied sectors. A tractor along with agricultural imple-
mentswas al so handed over by DDC, Laskar to Diamond FIG.

Awar eness Campaign on water
conservation in North Lakhimpur

Panigaon, January 28: The Lakhimpur District Administration in associa-
tion with Lakhimpur District Nehru YuvaKendra(NY C), North Lakhimpur,
launched the National Water Commission's awareness campaign 'Catch
the Rain, Where it Falls,When it Falls' for water conservation at the con-
ference hall of the Lakhimpur District Deputy Commissioner Officeyes-
terday. Lakhimpur Additional Deputy Commissioner (ADC) Manorama
Morang formally inaugurated the launching ceremony in presence of
L akhimpur Development Block Additional Block Development Officer Bipul
Borah, Lakhimpur District NY C Officer Sujata Bhowmik,APA Parveen
Kumar,Rupam Jyoti Chetia,Youth Club members Bhaskar Chabukdharaand
Sailen Baruah and NY K volunteers, among others.In the ceremony, digni-
taries gave their val uable suggestionsfor the better implementation of the
project.Earlier, NYK members felicited the invited dignitaries. Sujata
Bhowmik conducted the launching ceremony whilethe District NY C mem-
bers initiated to success the campaign.
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Miscreantshad indiscriminately fireupon
thevillager sat Kharnaidisa, Two dead

Diphu, Jan 28: on January at about. 11:30 p.m some unknown miscreants
had indiscriminately fire upon the villagers at Kharnaidisa,Dhansiri under
Diphu PS. At that moment villagers were celebrating Bushu Dima. Miscre-
ants had indiscriminately fire upon and asaresult Amit Nunisa,42 yrs,S/O
Lt.NarendraNunisaand AlotaMaibongsa,60yrs,W/O Sri. Suresh Maibongsa
both are of Kharnaidisa,Dhansiri were succumbedto death.At that incident
one Sri. Ashit Phonglosa,25yrs,S/O Lt. Rupeswar Phonglosaof Kharnaidisa
had sustained bullets injured on his left hand but seems out of danger.The
said deceased bodies are at Diphu PS campus for holding Inquest & in this
regard acase isregister vide Diphu PS case n0.22/2021,U/S 120 B/326/302
IPC & R/W section 27 Armsact.

Sensational Murder in Golaghat
Businessesman Beheaded

Golaghat, Jan 28: Sensations prevailed today in the afternoon at Santipur area
in Golaghat when alocal businessesman was brutally murdered by a youth.
According to the report Asu Khan from Santipur areain Golaghat who runs a
mesat shop wasmurdered by ayouth named Moina( real namenot known) inside
themeat shop. Moinawith asharp knife beheaded Asu Khan . After that Moina
surrendered to the police. However the actud reason of thisincident isyet to be
discovered. The police has started investigation in this regard.

BSF Apprehended One Drug Smuggler Along

Wlth 860 NosYabaTabIetsAnd 12 Kg Ganj a

Guwaharti, Jan 28 : Intwo separate operations, troops of Guwahati Frontier
of Border Security Force, foiled attempt of narcotics smuggling at Indo-
Bangladesh border and apprehended one Indian drug smuggler along with
860NosYabatabletsand 12 Kg Ganjaon 27 Jan' 2021, from bordering area of
village Digaltari, PS- Sahebganj and village East Sitai, PS-Sitai,Distt-
Coochbehar (West Bengal). Acting on tip off, on 27thJan' 2021, BSF troops
of Border Out Post (BOP) Digaltari of 129Bn carried out special operationin
general areaof village Digaltari PS- Sahebganj, Distt-Coochbehar (West Ben-
gal). Alerted BSF troops stopped the suspicious motorcycle bearing No.WB
64 N 1759 near BOP Digaltari which was plying from Nadirhat Market to
DigdtariMarket. The Motorcycle was searched by the BSF troops, during
search BSF troops recovered one packetkept concealed in said Motorcycle
containing 860 NosYaba Tablets. This consignment wasbeing tried to be
"smuggled from Indiato Bangladesh”. Detail of apprehended drug smuggler is
asunder:- NgjirHussain (29Yrs), SlolateHussain Ali, R/ovill+PO- Dighdltari,
PS- Sahebganj, Dist- Coochbehar (West Bengal ). Apprehended drug smuggler
along with seized Yaba tablets have been handed over to PS Sahebganj for
further legal action. In second operation, ontipoff, on 27thJan 2021, BSFtroops
of Border Out Post (BOP) Chitracoot of 100 Bn BSF carried out special opera-
tioningenera areaof village East Sitai, PS- Sitai, Distt - Cooch Behar (WB) and
seized 12 KgsGanja, whilethe consignmentswastrying to be"smuggled from
Indiato Bangladesh™". Seized narcoticsitems have been deposited to PS- Sital
for further disposal. Keeping in view the vulnerability of border, heightened
activities of the smugglersand anti-national elementson the border, BSFtroops
aredwaysalert towardstheissuesof trans-border crimes& illega infiltration
and are making all out effortsto prevent commission of such crimes.

Protest against price hike held; submitted

memor andum to Assam Chlef Mlmster

Diphu, January 28: Au- |
tonomous State Demand | :
Committee (ASDC), ,'; )

Karbi Students Associa -;'%&fy{/ e

tion (KSA) and Karbi J
Nimso Chingthur Asong
(KNCA) have staged a ="
protest demonstration i«

againg pricehikeonsevera e$ent|d commodmesat Ru Serrsons Engn Mem
rid Park, Diphu today. The protesters put on the patato’s, onion’s chain on their
neck and put an emptied gas cylinder in front. The protesters raised various
dogans against the repeatedly sky-rocketing prices hiked by the NDA led gov-
ernment. They urge the government to reduce the prices of essentia commodi-
ties, so that no one will suffer. They aso submitted a memorandum to Assam
Chief Minister Sarbananda Sanowal through Deputy Commissioner of Karbi
Anglong &fter the protest demonstration. They urged the government to reduce
the prices of essentiad commoditiesincluding petrol and diesdl. It also urged to
withdraw immediately about the recently passed farmersbill/Act of Agriculture
and Farm Products, to fix Minimum Support Price of Agriculture and Farm Prod-
ucts, cropsproduced by small and marginalized hill tribecultivatorsbeexempted from
thepurview of tax systemsand to provide sufficient fundsto adopt permanent nature
and higher production method of cultivation in order to improve hilly aress rurd
economy and to discourage Jhum cultivation, as mentioned in the memorandum.
The protest demonstration wasled by ASDC President ChandraKt. Terang, KSA
President Jemson Timung, KNCA President MerinaBeypi and severd others.

Indian, Chinese troops clash at Naku La
in Sikkim, injuries reported on both sides

NEW DELHI, Jan 28 : Amid the ongoing standoff between Indiaand China
in the Ladakh sector, soldiers of both the countries reportedly clashed with
each other at Naku Lain Sikkim border area. According to reports, the clash
between Indian troops and the Chinese PLA took place last week after the
latter tried to intrude. Thereport stated that soldiersfrom both sidesreceived
injuriesin the brawl. However, the situation has been brought under control
now. Indian Army released a statement on the latest Naku La clash between
troops of two neighbouring countries. It said, "We have received severa
queriesregarding aface-off between Indian Army and PLA troopsin Sikkim
sector. Itisclarified that there was aminor face-off at Naku Laareaof North
Sikkim on 20 January 2021 and the same was resolved by local commanders
as per established protocols.
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Dr Richard Freeman verdict
delayed again as tribunal
drags into third year

b

London, January 28 : The extraordinary fitness-to-practise
medical tribunal of the former Team Sky and British
Cycling doctor Richard Freeman will now drag into a third
year after unforeseen circumstances forced yet another
delay in proceedings.The adjournment is the latest twist
in this remarkable saga, which was expected to last for
two months when it began in February 2019. Despite
multiple delays since, caused in part by Freeman's stress
issues and his evidence overrunning, it had been expected
that Freeman's QC, Mary O'Rourke, would finish her
summing up on Wednesday.However, the Medical
Practitioners Tribunal Service has confirmed that due to
"unforeseen circumstances not related to Dr Freeman"
there will have to be another delay before it reconvenes
again on 6 February - two years after it began - to hear
closing submissions on facts for the doctor.Freeman has
accepted 18 of the 22 charges against him from the GMC,
including ordering the banned Testogel in 2011 and lying
to UK Anti-Doping. He also admitted to abusing his
position by persuading an employee of the medical
supplier Fit4Sport to cover his tracks.However, the doctor
denies "knowing or believing it was to be used by an
athlete to improve performance" and says he purchased
it for British Cycling's head coach at the time, Shane
Sutton, to treat his erectile dysfunction, which Sutton
denies.On Monday, the General Medical Council summed
up its case against Freeman by claiming the doctor had
worked with "sleepers" in Team Sky and British Cycling,
who had previously used banned drugs, when buying

Thomas Tuchel offers fresh Chelsea
direction and hope for Havertz

London, January 28 : Welcome,
then, Thomas. At times such as
these it is traditional to say
something along the lines of: "If
the manager wasn't aware of the
task facing him in the white heat
of this, the English Premier
League, then he will be now."
These are of course anything but
ordinary times. But at the end of
this enervating, slow-burn 0-0
draw with Wolves, during which
Chelsea's new appointment was
probably the single most
animated presence inside
Stamford Bridge, it seemed
unlikely Thomas Tuchel would
find himself struggling with the
fabled "intensity" of English
football.Instead a debut Tuchel
selection reconfigured into an
attacking back three looked quite
alot like the last few selections of
the sadly departed Frank: a team
still baffled by its own shadow,
and lacking clear idea of how it
wants to play. As is often the case
on these occasions, the greatest
point of interest was the new head
coach himself, this agreeably
angular and awkward footballing
technocrat who seemed
determined to make an
uncharacteristically breezy first
impression.Before kick-off Tuchel
was startlingly carefree in front
of the BT Sport cameras. There
he was suddenly, smiling the
warm friendly smile of a man who
has only this morning looked up
the words "warm friendly smile"
in a medical dictionary, practised
in his hotel mirror the precise

replacement for Frank Lampard,
an actual established football
manager with his own energy and
his own methods. But the first real
obstacle is that everyone has to
like him. How to put this? Tuchel
has never seemed that interested
in being liked. He doesn't look
cuddly or warm. What does he

look like? An angular Bavarian
tactician with a thorn in his side.
A surprisingly irritable graphic
designer. A 1930s intellectual
trying, unsuccessfully, to
disguise himself as a middle-aged
dance music producer.All
managers take time to find a
comfortable touchline style in a
new league. How you look, how
you occupy that space. It all

Players' union survey

transmits. Even in the dark times
Antonio Conte had the grace to
at least look like the executive arm
of a high-end jewel heist
ring.There is a theory the Chelsea
crowd never really got over the
first sightings of Maurizio Sarri
in his dog-walkers tracksuit, fag-
butt drooping from his lower lip.

———

And it was Sarri's shadow that
seemed to hang over this Chelsea
team as they settled into
sustained periods of tame
possession at  Stamford
Bridge.Tuchel also has a midfield
obsession. He likes ball-hogging
central controllers. At which
point, enter Jorginho, a fine
player, but one who still carries
about him a mild, yellowing whiff

of something Sarri-ish. With an
hour gone Jorginho and Mateo
Kovacic had touched the ball 200
times between them, although not
necessarily in a way you'd notice.
Kai Havertz made a first home
league start since early December,
stationed as a kind of narrow
inside forward. For the neutral this

is perhaps the most exciting part of
Tuchel's arrival. Havertz has been
a flaccid, meandering presence in
English football. But he is an
enchanting presence when the
parts align. Here there were
glimpses and sparks, and one
powerful driving run from the
centre circle. On the whole he was
a slightly less flaccid meandering
presence.Otherwise Chelsea

dominated the ball. In the first half
they had 79% possession and
made 433 passes to Wolves' 90,
most of them a private conversation
among the blue shirts. But then this
is still a group of players who lack
the certainty to swarm forward with
any conviction, to take chances, to
move out of their positions.Midway
though the first half Tuchel could
be seen "doing some coaching",
barking out instructions at a break
in play to Callum Hudson-Odoi,
who did his best to frown
urgently and look like he was
actually taking it all in mid-match.
In between he leapt and skipped
on the touchline, a slightly
scarecrow-ish in his quilted blue
nylon suit. Tuchel is a barker and
a flincher, a manager who doesn't
so much kick every ball as sense
every avenue of spade, read
every zonal overlap.In reality
there was little to be learned
here, beyond goggling at the
altered optics. The facts remain
the same. This is a really
excellent Chelsea squad,
crammed on all fronts with high-
end talent, but without any real
notion of how to make those
parts speak to one another. Tuchel
is known for the intensity of his
training-ground presence. A
sleepy 0-0 against a staggeringly
cautious Wolves team felt like a
free hit first up. But nobody gets
time at Chelsea, or much time.
Time to put away the smile - really,
Thomas, please - and get to work.

testosterone to boost the performance of an unnamed
rider.Summing up the GMC's case, Simon Jackson QC
said Freeman had "lied at every stage" about ordering 30
sachets of Testogel in 2011 - and then had tried to cover
up his "web of deceit" by setting up Sutton as the fall
guy."Dr Freeman looked at what the riders wanted and he
didn't focus on what the World Anti-Doping Agency Code
prevented," Jackson said. "He was prepared to sign up with
an incoming doctor with his unknown magic and he, on this
occasion and other occasions, crossed the Rubicon by
ignoring medical convention to do what he thought would
provide an answer."The only logical and proper conclusion

was that the intended use was a doping use."

physical movements required,
and who remains cautiously
happy with the results. "I'm very
excited," Tuchel said, which is
good to know, although also kind
of assumed. The best bit came at
the end of a hyper-fluent live TV
English language test, when he
simply turned on his heel and
walked off. That brusqueness is
the real thing. He might need a
fair bit more of'it. Tuchel may be a
genuine, scale-appropriate

Oliver Burke shocks Manchester

United with Sheffield United winner

London, January 28 : Manchester United were
insipid, Sheffield United impressive in a
display that doubled the bottom-placed team's
victory tally: the substitute Oliver Burke's
74th-minute winner summing up why the
home side deserved to lose.David de Gea
failed to clear and instead handed John
Lundstram possession near goal. The visitors
were allowed too much time, even after Burke's
initial shot, and Lundstram found the player
again inside the home side's area with zero
pressure - Paul Pogba the nearest offender -
and the No 14 hit a first Premier League goal
in off Axel Tuanzebe. This followed Ole Gunnar
Solskjeer's side falling behind the first time via
equally hapless defending from their achilles
heel: the high ball from a set piece, Kean Bryan

the beneficiary. And while Harry Maguire
managed to equalise and Edinson Cavani
spurned a late chance, the Blades emerged
with the victory.Solskjaer will hope this is a
blip and was keen to downplay the reverse,
stating there will be no "big inquest". He can
be thankful that third-placed Leicester
dropped two points at Everton but
Manchester City are flying and can go four
points clear if they win their game in
hand.Tuanzebe, given a first league start since
October 2019 after Eric Bailly was injured in
training, had a disappointing game as the
home side started strongly before fading
badly. They dominated the ball but as
Solskjeer said his team lacked "magic" where
it counted: near Aaron Ramsdale's goal.
There was one flowing move that scattered
the salmon-shirted visitors when
Manchester United advanced from halfway.
Pogba was the instigator and he began
imperiously - one instant no-look chip
releasing Bruno Fernandes behind the lines
- only for the Portuguese player's unsure
touch to stymie his run on Ramsdale's
goal.Yet there was alarm when the visitors
came close to a sucker-punch via a John
Fleck pass that split the defence and gave
Billy Sharp a clear shot which De Gea's legs

repelled, but only just. Manchester United's
riposte had Fernandes lobbing into Mason
Greenwood whose right-to-left run had the
visiting rearguard flailing. The No 11 skipped
round Ramsdale but took an extra touch and
the keeper could smother the ball.But, now,
came calamity for Solskjer's men, Fleck
exposing the vulnerability at dead balls. The
midfielder's corner from the right was placed
into the sweet spot in front of De Gea. Both
the Spaniard and Tuanzebe leaped yet neither
could prevent Bryan heading in off the
post.Solskjeer later claimed Sharp had impeded
De Gea but the bigger issue is the latter's lack
of command under aerial artillery. This was the
eighth league goal United have conceded from
a set piece this season and left Solskjeer
stony-faced: his disquiet nearly deepened
when the slumbering Tuanzebe allowed David
McGoldrick to slip in before Aaron Wan-
Bissaka did enough to end the danger.
Moments later Anthony Martial - another who
disappointed - rolled the ball home but
Maguire was adjudged by Peter Bankes to
have fouled Ramsdale and VAR backed the
referee up, Solskjer again bemoaning this
decision. United pressed until the interval
but this was as close as they came to the
equaliser meaning the manager's half-time
chat had become vital.It made little
difference as what unfolded was the same
pattern of the home side hogging the ball
but too far from goal. Greenwood did have
one golden chance to equalise when
Fernandes threaded him in but he fired
across Ramsdale and wide. This signalled a
need for patience from the home side, the
challenge being to stay composed and the
opportunities would surely arrive. Instead,
Alex Telles wasted a corner and there was
frustration when Nemanja Matic fouled
needlessly, then Fernandes hit a simple pass
straight out. This had become the ideal
scenario for the visitors: a spoiling job with
their noses in front while continuing to
threaten sporadically as when McGoldrick
unloaded too high at De Gea.After the latter
was again a statue at a high corner, the hosts
moved upfield and claimed a free-kick. Marcus
Rashford took a potshot from distance that
Ramsdale gathered with ease. Yet far better
was what came next. Telles swung in a corner
from the left and a free-running Maguire
headed expertly in.Yet next came Burke's
winner and disappointment for Manchester
United. On Saturday they visit Arsenal, where
they must bounce back.

claims widespread racism

in English cricket

London, January 28 : More than one-third of black,
Asian and minority ethnic cricketers say they have
experienced racism in the game, a survey of
professional players in England has found. The
response came as part of a programme undertaken by
the Professional Cricketers' Association to tackle
racism in the game. Twelve of the 24 black and minority
ethnic players to respond to the survey - of which 12
are current professionals, the other 12 are made up of
past and academy players - said they had experienced
racist abuse, something the PCA says equates to 38%
of BAME members. In the survey, which was sent to
600 current and former professionals, but received only
173 responses, 11 players who identified as white or
caucasian also said they had experienced
racism.Provoked by a response among their members
to the Black Lives Matter movement last summer, the
PCA says the survey will feed into an ongoing
education programme for its members, which will
include training in unconscious bias. The results
suggest there is confusion among players about what
constitutes racist behaviour. While an overwhelming
majority of respondents of all races said that counties
allowed "players from all ethnicities to flourish", 36%
were uncertain whether there was a problem of racism
within cricket.Of those who said they had witnessed
or experienced racism 45% said it had come from other
players and 10% from coaches, with 26% from fans.
When asked to pinpoint what they thought was the
intent behind such incidents, 62% said they
thought it was "banter".The PCA said it had not
sought to closely define "banter", saying it was
widely understood within the game. Education
workshops for all domestic male and female teams
as well as the England men's and women's squads

are to be introduced from March.

Paris, January 28 :
Padraig Harrington knows
all about the introduction
of a son to the sporting
world. Patrick, then three S
and a half, asked if §
ladybirds could be placed
in the Claret Jug after |
daddy won the Open in [
2007.Harrington was in
the field as Tiger Woods
played alongside his son,
Charlie, at December's

PNC Championship. To some, Woods was
needlessly exposing his 11-year-old to the
spotlight. Harrington, though, looked on with
admiration. "I just think Charlie was happy,"
Harrington said. "He was happy doing what
he wanted to do. I don't believe for a second
that there was anything but sheer enjoyment
and enthusiasm."He's very respectful
around his elders. When he was in that
environment, you would have seen a little
bit of banter between him and Justin
Thomas but with the other guys, you could
just see it; that he's an 11-year-old kid
looking up to them. He really seems to be in
a great place in terms of his personality. He
loves golf but he's not getting ahead of
himself in any shape or form. He's just a
kid."In Harrington's mind, Charlie Woods
was inevitably going to have to deal with
high attention levels regardless of a pre-

Padraig Harrington
impressed by Charlie Woods
after Tiger teaming

Christmas appearance in Orlando. "Clearly
he loves golf," Harrington said. "Because
he's chosen to go down that road, there's
going to be a huge amount of focus on him
and whether he was in that tournament or
not, there's videos of him playing mini-
events and things like that."It probably
was an appropriate way to bring him out,
lead him out into the limelight. He's going
to be there. You can't hide him from it. That
wouldn't be a normal life, either. You have
to understand that just like being a
professional golfer: 'If I want to be
successful, I have to accept the level of
fame that goes with it.' Most people think
'Oh, well, fame is good.' What I mean by
fame is whatever goes with fame. If you're
not prepared to accept that, you won't be
very good as a professional golfer. They
go hand-in-hand."

Thomas Tuchel upbeat after first game
but dampens Chelsea title hopes

London, January 28 : Thomas Tuchel gave a
positive review of his opening match as
Chelsea manager, declaring: "If this is was our
starting point, [ am excited about where we will
end up," after watching his team battle to a
goalless draw with Wolves.The German was
granted only one evening training session to
work with his players but said he had been
pleased with the reaction of his squad who had
been "totally open to our ideas", including a
switch to a defensive back three. He did,
however, all but rule out the possibility of
challenging for the Premier League title this
season.Tuchel said: "I thought the effort the
team and the guys put in deserved three points,
but I just went into the dressing room and told
everybody there is no room for disappointment
now, there is no room for doubts."I was very
happy with the performance. Energy-wise, we
had I think 16 recoveries in the last third. We
were very structured, we did not allow any
counterattacks from one of the most dangerous
teams in counterattacking. We were brave, we
had courage and we played really as a team."It
was a pity we didn't have the support from the
fans, I think they could have helped these half-
chances create the one decisive goal that helps
open up the spaces a bit more. So it was hard

work but we never lost intensity and for that [
am actually very happy. If this was our starting
point, I'm looking forward to where we will end
up."Asked about the possibility of catching the
division's frontrunners, Tuchel said: "It's far
away, eh?Honestly, when you sign for Chelsea
as a player or like me as a manager it's absolutely
right you sign for the expectation to challenge
for titles. You sign for the expectation to fight
for titles. So that means Premier League,
Champions League and all the cups."It's
absolutely clear that at the same time we have
to be realistic. At the moment there are a lot of
teams between us and the place No 4, there
are a lot of points between us. So maybe it is
the best moment now, by
stepping up in the middle of the
season, to not lose the focus by
looking too far but work on a
daily basis on the details in our
game. The points will follow, I
am absolutely sure."We have
the capacity with this squad to
hurt everybody in every league
and in every competition. It's my
job to bring the team to that level
as fast as possible and we are
here for that, but now there's no

other approach than by doing it step by
step.""While talking up his team's abilities,
however, Tuchel also admitted that his first
thought in preparing the game in such short
order was to protect against the possibility of
defeat."We had of course a clear idea to maybe
start with three to help them defend against the
two fast strikers, so that we do not have the
situation that we maybe slip or give an easy
counterattack away," Tuchel said. "So we
decided to have control with three on the
pitch, with a double six [in midfield]. I found a
team that was totally open to our ideas and if
you have a team like this, there's nothing more
you can wish for."
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Are England ... good again? Five
key questions asthey head for India

London, January 28: JoeRoot re-
verse sweeps against Sri Lanka,
Dom Bess bowls during atraining
session, Joe Root with the Moose
Clothing Cup 2021 trophy after the
serieswinover Si Lankaand James
Anderson celebrates with Stuart
Broad against the West Indies in
2017.The signs are good but we

cannot be surebecause the South
Africaand Sri LankasidesEngland
have beaten are not, to borrow a
footballing phrase, "in agood mo-
ment". Still, winning five straight
Testsaway from home cannot hap-
pen by mistake and, alongwith the
homevictoriesover West Indiesand
Pakistan, givereasonto believethat
something is building.In two of
these series and many of these
matches, England havehadto come
from behind, so there are obvious
areas for improvement. But Test
matcheslast fivedayswith undula
tions and fluctuations part of their
nature. Whilerepeatedly being bat-
tered by West Indiesinthe 80sand
Australia in the 90s, England il
had their moments. Sowhat istell-
ing is not that they have had to re-
versetheflow but that they areable
to reverse the flow, no longer hop-
ing to win but expecting to win -
even when missing players asim-
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portant asBen Stokes, JofraArcher
and Rory Burns.There now exists
the expectation that when things
need dedling with, someonewill as-
sume the responsibility, which
speaks of a happy, balanced team
that believes in what it is doing.
Thereisplenty of improving till to
be done, but the direction of travel

isclear.Of course heis, because he
alwayswas. But not that long ago,
Root was routinely discussed
alongsideVirat Kohli, Steve Smith
and KaneWilliamson asaprospec-
tive great, only to be left behind.
Thereis no shamein not being as
good as such geniuses but there is
frustration, becausethedistinguish-
ingfactorisnot oneof skill - youdo
not fail to convert half-centuries
into centuries because the bowling
side suddenly find you out when
you pass50. Rather, thereare other
factorsat play, particularly therav-
agesof leadingalosingside A team
congtantly fielding for long periods
and batting for short periods will
inevitably takeamental and physi-
cal toll on acaptain who comesin
at four, al themoresoif heisforced
up the order to three behind a
sketchy opening partnership. Now,
though, things have changed - the
top order is better, the bowling is

threatening and the stress of selec-
tion concerns which quality play-
erstoleave out, soitisno surprise
toseeRoot insuchfineform, espe-
cidly after timeat home.Batting is
an art best performed when cam
and Root soundslike someonewho
has rediscovered himsdlf, finding
equilibrium in the process. When
a his best, there is a destructive
serenity about hiswork that isequal
parts relaxing and exhilarating. It
was moving to hear how reveren-
tialy his teammates discussed the
inspirational, educational joy of
watching him thrive.The most im-
portant aspect of leadershipis per-
formance and in that aspect Kohli,
Smith and Williamson are touch-
stones, boasting significantly
higher averages when in charge
thanwhenintheranks. For thefirst
timeinalongtime, Root looksready
tojointhem.Whoknows?Sri Lanka
did not fold in the first innings of
the first Test and third innings of
the second Test because they were
bamboozled by the devastating
origami of Dom Bess and Jack
Leach, but thepair certainly accen-
tuated the creases, so it ispossible
to be cautiously positive; both
came on tour under pressure and
when their team needed them to
deliver, they did.Without the
former's batting, England would
have conceded a substantial first-
inningslead that would likely have
settled the match while tying the
series and no less a maven than
Kumar Sangakkara surmised that
Bess and Leach "bowled enough
ballsintheareasthat matter” toturn
the contest.Unless they also bowl
few enough balls in the areas that
do not matter, that will not be
enough to challenge India, but
theyhaveplayed just 12 Testseach,
aredtill improving and will becom-
peting for selectionwith MoeenAli.
It'snot aperfect state of affairs, but

it's a dlightly better one than it
was.Jack Leach celebrates taking
Angelo Mathewss wicket during
the first Test against Sri Lanka in
Galle. Jack Leach celebratestaking
Angelo Mathewss wicket during
the firgt Test against Sri Lanka in
Galle. Photograph: Sri Lanka
CricketWhen | moved in with my
girlfriend, now wife, | wasfacedwith
a smorgasbord of new Indian
takeaways. Naturally, she directed
meto thebest dish at the best place
- lamb dhansak, madras hot, at the
late lamented Neyas now that you
ask - but | ill couldn't help mysdlf,
tryingall thethings| thought | might
likemoreindl theplaces| thought
I might likethemmore, beforedink-
ing back to where | started.So it is
with England quicks. It's easy to
think particular conditionsdemand
particular styles, but thereisnostyle
more effective than enduring bril-
liance. As such, England's starting
point should not be Broad or
Anderson but Broad and Anderson
Though there may be reasons to
deviate from them, the burden of
proof should be upon those rea-
sonsrather than upon playerswho
arenot justintheform of their lives
but inthe form of English cricket's
life After their rabid and affirming
win in Augtralia, the hosts will be
feeling invincible and with good
reason. But they are not and En-
gland are nicely settled into sub-
continental conditions. They'ved-
ready had someluck with Ravindra
Jadgja'sinjury and need morefrom
the four tosses, amusing though it
would be to watch them take last
digonaraging Bunsen. Most likely,
Indiain India are too much at this
point, but if England can bat first
and scoreheavily - atask that ought
not to be beyond them - the intro-
duction to their attack of SB Pres-
sure might just compensate for the
absent WC Spinner.

'l am in the lucky group': Johanna K onta

reflects on Australian Open quarantine

London, January 28 :
Johanna K onta knows she
isone of the lucky onesas
the end of the British No
1's quarantine period for
theAustrdian Open comes
into sight.Players who ar-
rivedinAudrdiaearlierthis
month have been undergo-
ing astrict two-week quar-
antine to avoid the spread
of coronavirus. Some, in-
cluding Konta, have had it
easier than others as they
have been alowed to go
out for five hours aday to
practice, but 72 others,
which includes fellow
Briton Heather Watson,
have been locked in their
hotel roomscompletely fol-
lowing positive Covid-19
cases on flights that had
taken them to the country.
Kontais on day 13 of the
quarantine and is looking
forward to a dose of nor-
mality. "Thishasdefinitely

beenavery different Austra-
liatripsofar, buttheendisin
sight for our quarantine pe-
riod," shetoldI TV'sLorraine
programme. ""Hopefully once
that ends we can get back to
somenormality."l amactualy
inthelucky groupthatisable
togoout for fivehoursaday
to practice, we have about
two hours' court time, an
hour and ahalf gymtimeand
then an hour to get food and
basicaly get ready to come
back. | havebeenvery lucky,
we haveanumber of players
herewho unfortunately have
to be in hard lockdown,
meaning they haven't left
their roomsfor about 12 days
now."Oneof themisHeather
0| havebeentryingto check
inwith her but sheisdoinga
phenomend jobinmakingthe
best of atough situation. It
isavery different experience,
itisnot something | haveex-
perienced before and hope-

fully 1 won't have to do too
much of this again in the
future."Evenfor uslucky ones
inthefirst five daysweweren't
allowed out whilethings were
getting sorted for usto be able
to go and practice. Even those
fivedaysfor meweretough so
| can only imagine what
Hesther isfedlingonday 11 or
12, whatever she is on. All
credit to her." Despitethehard-
ship she has gone through
Konta, who has been strug-
gling with aknee injury that
blighted her 2020 campaign,
isgrateful for an opportunity
to be able to compete. "I feel
very grateful and very lucky
as an athlete to perform, to
work, to compete and not a
lot of people can say that,”
sheadded.|"l amlooking for-
ward to the opportunity of
playing, hopefully playingin
front of a crowd. We are be-
ing told there is an opportu-
nity of us having a decent

crowd, we haven't experi-
enced that for many
months, just shy of ayear,
sothat will beatreat."l am
feeling really good, being

in this situation of the lim-
ited amount of training and
quarantine, it put thingsinto
perspective. | fed very lucky
and very healthy suddenly.

Olympic and Euro 2020
chiefs confident events
will go ahead thisyear

Tokyo, January 28 : Organisers of the
Olympic Gamesand Euro 2020 areincress-
ingly bullish the two biggest sporting
eventsof theyear will go ahead, although
the International Olympic Committee
president, Thomas Bach, has conceded
for the first time that fans might have to
miss out on the Tokyo Games to ensure
they are safe.There have been growing
concerns that both events were in peril
because of thesteeprisein Covid-19 cases
and the slow rollout of vaccines. How-
ever, Bach dismissed suggestions the
Olympics may have to be cancelled or
moved and said the fact that sporting
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eventshad already taken place safely gave
him growing confidence."We have at the
moment the handball world champion-
shipswith 32 teamsfromall over theworld
inabubble of 3,000 peoplein Egypt," he
said. "Morethan 7,000 events have been
organised by theinternationa federations
and out of 175,000 Covidtestsonly 0.18%
werepositive." The competitionscould be
run and organised and none of them de-
veloped into a hotspot. This is why we
are so, so confident."However, when
pressed on whether packed stadiums of
spectatorswould cheer onthe 10,500 ath-
letes who are due to compete in Tokyo,
Bach wasmore circumspect. "This| can-
not tell you," hesaid. "Becauseour prior-
ity isto ensure asafe Olympic Gamesand
wewill dowhatever isneeded to do that.
Everybody would love to have full-ca-
pacity stadiaand the roaring crowds. But
if that is not possible we will respect our
principles, safety isour first priority."Bach
asoreiterated that awave systemfor ath-
|etes at the Tokyo Games was under dis-
cussion, with participantsstaying for five
daysbefore being flown out and replaced
by those whose events comel ater.He con-
firmed that while the |OC would not re-
quire athletes to have a coronavirus jab,
the hope was that as many as possible
would receivethemin the second or third
wave, after high-risk groups had been
given vaccines. "We are not in favour of
ahletesor championsjumping the queue.
In the first lines must be the high-risk
group - the healthcare workers, and the
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peoplewho keep our society alive."Bach
said dl 206 national Olympic committees
- dlong with the sports federations, ath-
letes representatives and Japanese
organisers- stood behind the |IOC inwant-
ing the Gamesto go ahead from 23 July."If
we thought we were being irresponsible
and the Games could not be safe we
would not gofor it," hesaid. "Our task is
to organisethe Games, not to cancel them.
And our task is to make the Olympic
dreamsof athletescometrue. Thisiswhy
weareworking day and night to organise
asafe Olympic Gamesin Tokyo."A simi-
larly upbeat tone was struck by the Uefa
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president, Aleksander Ceferin, who said
he was optimistic the Covid-19 situation
"would be very different" by the time
football's Euro 2020 isdueto kick off on
11 June.Ceferin left open the possibility
that fanswould be ableto attend thetour-
nament after ameeting of Uefaand repre-
sentatives of the 12 host countries - in-
cluding England, Scotland and Ireland -
on Wednesday.Uefa has extended the
deadlineuntil April for countriesto come
upwithaplanA and aPlan B for fan num-
bers, with each host venue being asked
to choose from four options - full stadi-
ums, 50% full, 33% full or empty
stadiums.”"l am optimistic that things are
highly likely to bevery different with re-
gard to thevirusaswe move closer to the
tournament,” said Ceferin, "and it isim-
portant that we give the host cities and
governments as much time as we can to
formulate an accurate picture of what will
be possible come Juneand July."Fansare
such a big part of what makes football
specia and that is true of the Euros as
much asit isof any game. Wemust alow
ourselves the maximum space to alow
their returnto the stadiums." Uefaiscom-
mitted to holding Euro 2020 in the 12 cit-
ies originaly planned. The Euros is the
flagship competition for national team
football in Europeandisavital source of
funding for grassroots and wider footbal l
development."Wembley isdueto host the
semi-finals and the final of the tourna
ment, along with al three of England's
three group games and alast-16 match.
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CHIMNEYS WITH APPS | R.O. WATER PURIFIER | HOBS | GAS STOVE | OTHER KITCHEN APPLIANCES

Abhayapuri-94350-22784 | Agartala-98560-93668 | Baihata chariali-94351-42568/98641-40488 | Bangaigaon-7002184811. 9435547654,9435121367 | Barpeta road-94350-17865 99541-41975 | Barpeta town -94350-25127 | Bhawanipur-
7002206773 | Bandardewa-98649-84753 | Bijoynagar -99570-98392/94010-01157/94353-40662 | Boko-94010-02588 | Chaygaon-9435014549 | Dadara -98546-98027 | Dhupdhara-96785-16189 | Dhamaji-99546-51322 | Dhubri-94350-29279 |

Diphu-94350-66701/94350-66643 | Dudhnoi-94357-21505/94351-28048 | Goalpara-70023-10904/88762-23858 | Golaghat-96132-30384 | Guwahati -94355-59057/97065-94950 | Hajo-94353-47024/88763-09327 | Hojai-94357-29521/84028-59256 | Jorhat -
94350-53934/9854 1-06776 | Kharupitia -98541-44223 | Kokrajar-97070-29429/99548-88721/94354-81234 | Karimgunj-97061-39061 | Krishnai-88224-15337 | Lumding -94351-63327/97066-14137 | Mangaldoi -94350-87284/94351-
86435/97065-39174/73994-79163 | Mirza-98540-71983/99572-81858 | Morigaon -94350-64986/80111-17171 | North lakhimpur-88224-21077 | Nagaon-97061-79408/94355-18665 | Nalbari -98644-14515/98540-30209 | Pathsala-80110-06658 |
Dhekiajuli-98548-29934 | Dibrugarh-98548-11265 | Rangia -94351-05888/96782-26563 | Silchar -97061-39061/70054-86129 | Silapathar-70028-94393 | Shillong-90869-66640 | Suwalkuchi -98643-54859 | Tinsukia-94350-35156/
94350-35511/94350-36463 | Tezpur-97060-73481 | Tihu-97068-53124 | Udalguri-97063-46492
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The bond of
love and devotion.
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100% DEPENDABLE... That’s our guarantee !
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