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IN BRIEF

Sanitary napkins

tostudents

Guwahati, January 27: On
the occasion of India’'s
72nd Republic Day, JCB In-
dugtriesfrom Guwahati cdl-
ebrated womanhood and
distributed ‘Aadya’ sani-
tary pads in various loca
tions in and around
Guwahati. The drive was
carried out by two teamsof
JCBI. Thefirst teeamdistrib-
uted Aadya sanitary nap-
kins to students of differ-
ent colleges and ingtitutes
in Guwahati. The second
team distributed the pads
to residents of paying
guest houses and hostels
across Guwahati.Places
where the free pads were
digributedinclude: - Gauhati
Medica College and Hos
pital —Girlshostel etc.

Heroin, Foreign
C|garett$Se|zed

Guwahati, January 27 :
Assam Rifles and Excise
and Narcotics department,
during ajoint operation on
Wednesday morning,
seized 107 gramsof heroin
worth Rs42 lakh, 500 pack-
etsforeign cigarettesworth
Rs12lakh50thousand and
72 cansof beer worth Rs 36
thousand from 2 smugglers
in Mizoram’'s Zemabawk
Aizwd . Thetwo smugglers
have been arrested and in-
terrogation is underway.
The Assam Rifles in a
statement said that drug
smuggling isamajor cause
of concern for the state of
Mizoram.

Sankardeva
M ahotsav

Guwahati, January 27 :
The three-day Sankardeva
Mahotsav will beheld from
January 29 at Batadrawa
under the aegis of Madhav
Sanskriti Trust in associa-
tion with Shri  Shri
Batadrawa Than Manag-
ing Committee. Thousands
of vigtors from across the
state and outside are ex-
pecting to visit the
Mahotsav including artists,
litterateur and researchers
to be held on January 29,
30and 31. Theopening cer-
emony will be held at
Khagen Mahanta audito-
rium a Batadrawa and S-
multaneoudy at the same
timeatAaiveti Sdguri Satra,
Vetiyani Noruwa Satra,
Noruwa Kuji Satra, Noruwa
Bdi Sara, Auniati Setraand
Aailakhi Than. Thefestival
is seen as an attempt to
build, promote and propa-
gatetheworksof Shrimanta
Sankardeva. The cultural
program will beperformed
by group of artists who
have participated in the
online workshops repre-
senting each of the 33 dis-

tricts of the state.

'‘Overvalued shares, expensive
ads, false growth ...

UL FA setsdeadline: ThreatenstoKkill
oll company employee Ram Kumar

Guwahati, January 27: TheUnited
Liberation Front of Asom (Indepen-
dent) on Wednesday set February 16
asthedeadlinefor therdeaseof Ram
Kumar, aworker from Bihar whowas
abducted by them on December 22.
A gtatement issued by Rumel Asom,
a member of the banned militant
group'spublicity wing, asked Quippp
Oil and GaslnfregtructureLimited, the
drilling company for which Kumar
works, to "sort out the issues’ by
February 16, "The deadline will not
be extended beyond February 17," it
sad. The statment further said the
company had initiated no stepfor the
release of the two abducted persons,

PranabKumarGoga a’ijamKumar Kumar, aradio operator of Quippo Ol
"Instead, the security forces have  and GasInfrastructure Limited, who
stepped up operation against us," it hasbeen kept hostage by the ULFA-
added. Thetwoemployeesof thedrill- 1 will beexecuted after 16 February if
ing company were abducted at gun-  the company does not take any ac-
point by ULFA (I) and NSCN mem-  tion for the employee’s releasg, in-

berson December 22 fromtheir work
Ste under the Dyung police stetion
in the militancy-affected Changlang
digtrictinArunnacha Pradesh. While
Gogoi is a drilling superintendent,
Kumar, aresident of Bahadurpur in
Bihar's Khagaria digtrict, is aradio
operator inthe company. Police offi-
cidshad said that the outfits had de-
manded Rs 20 crore from the com-
pany for the workers release. Ram

formed the militant group through a
satement onWednesday. The NSCN
(IM) and United Liberation Front of
Asom—Independent (ULFA-I) kid-
napped Quippo’sradio operator Ram
Kumar whohailsfromBihar and drill-
ing superintendent Pranab Kumar
Gogoi, of Sivasagar in Assam. The
duo was kidnapped by armed mili-
tantson December 21 fromadrilling
location in Diyun under the
Changlang district of Arunachal
Pradesh. ULFA-I hassat ahugeprice
inexchangefor therelease of thetwo
employees.Earlier, theUnited Libera-
tion Front of Asom—Independent
(ULFA-I) dso

Contd...Page 6

CM inauguratesAnkithaonaSamaroh at Letekupukhuri

Gurujona’s teachings must be followed to inculcate human

Union Budget 2021
Finance Ministry May Give Re-

HE

New Dehi, January 27: In
order to put more money in
the hands of the tax payer,
theFinanceMinigtry islikely
to providetax relief of upto
Rs80,000 per annumintotal
tax liability.Sourcesinformed
CNBC-TV18that ontheba-
sisof discussion during bud-
get exercise there is strong

possibility income tax pay-
ersmay get relief betweenRs
50,000to Rs80,000intheto-
tal tax liability.CNBC re-
ported that the government
may change slabs for the
new tax regime launched
during thelast budget. If one

Sourav Ganguly admitted
to Apollo Hospital after
chest pain complaints

Kolkata, January 27: This
is the second time this

month that the BCCl presi-
dent Sourav
Ganguly wasad-
mitted in the
hospital. Earlier
this month, the
former cricketer
was admitted in
Kolkatal'sWood-
lands Hospital
after he was diagnosed
with three blocked coro-
nary arteries. BCCI Presi-
dent and former Indian
captain Sourav Ganguly on

Wednesday was admitted
to Apollo Hospital in
Kolkata. According to re-
ports, the 48-
year-old was
rushed to the
hospital after
complaints of
chest pain on
Tuesday night.
This is the sec-
ond time this
month that the BCCI presi-
dent was admitted in the
hospitdl. Earlier thismonth,
the former cricketer was
admitted Contd...Page 6

lif Utho Rs80,000 in Total Tax
Ity to Encourage Spending

choosesthe new regime, in-
cometax would beapplicable
at alower rate, but the per-
son will have to forgo cer-
tain permissibleexemptions
and deductions available
under old income tax
regime.However, tax experts
suggest there is not much
enthusiasm among taxpay-
ersfor new system.
So, tomakeit more
popular, the com-
ing budget may in-
troduce certain
changesinthedab
rate of the new re-
gime, which will
give more head-
room for payersto
save  taxes.At
present, for an in-
come of upto 2.5 lakh there
isnotax, between2.51akhto
5Lakhthereis5 per centtax,
for 5to 7.5 lakh it is 10 per
cent, for 7.5t0 101akhitis15
per cent, for 10 lakh to 12.5
lakhitis20 per cent, for 12.5
to15lakhitis25 per centand
for 15lakh and above 30 per
centtax ~ Contd...Page 6

Guwabhati, January 27 :

Chief Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal today inaugurated
the gtate level ankia bhaona
samaroh organised by Sri Sri
Bodola Padma Ata Sewa
Samiti Srimanta Sankardev
KalakshetraSamiti at Sri Sri
Madhabdev’s birthplace at
Letekupukhuri inLakhimpur.
Inaugurating the event, the
Chief Minister said that the
creations of Srimanta
Saknardev and Sr Sri
Madhabdev and cultural and
spiritual awakening propa
gated by them have enabled
the Assamese society to
moveforward intoday’sage
of science and technology.

values. CM

TheChief Minister lsolaid
the foundation stone of
Monikut Griha at Sri Sri
Madhabdev’sbirthplaceand
rel eased the souvenir maga-
Zineof theBhaona Samaroh.
Saying that Srimanta
Sankardev endevovouredto
create asociety on the basis
of equality unity through the
namghars while removing
malice from the people’'s
mind, Sonowal stressed on
the need to inculcate the
gurujona steachingsandide-
als among the young gen-
eration to encourage human
values. He aso called for
strong social movement to
eliminate Contd...Page 6

Assam’s educationist Dr

Ramesn Pathak passes away

Guwahati, January 27 :
Assam’srenowned linguist,
educationist and litterateur,
Sahityacharya Dr. Ramesh
Pathak passed away on
Tuesday. Dr Pathak, who
wassuffering from someail-
ments for the last severa
months, died in the evening

on Tuesday evening at his

residence in the Hatigaon
area in Guwahati.He was
79.Theeminent linguist was
aformer professorinthe De-
partment of Assamese at
Cotton College (now univer-
sity). Dr Pathak has alot of
contributionstothe
Assamese language and lit-
erature He Contd...Page 6

Chief Minister's Media Advisor Hrishikiesh Goswami
paying rich tributes to the mortal remains of the

eminent litterateur and linguist Dr. Ramesh Pathak at
Nabagraha Crematorium in Guwahati

NDREF recovers bodies of
four Missing IESof four
missing personsin Jorhat

4
K

Guwabhati, January 27 :
Dead bodiesof thetwo chil-
dren and two adults who
drowned after their boat
capsized in the Baghmora
picnic spotinthe Jorhat dis-

Sasikala, expelled AIADMK |eader
and Jayalalithaa's close aide, released
after 4 years in prlson

New Delhi, January 27 :

Expelled AIADMK leader
VK Sasikala has been re-
leased after serving four
years imprisonment in a
corruption case at a prison
in Bengaluru.Sasikalawas
on Wednesday released af -
ter the formalities for her
release were completed at
the state-run VictoriaHos-
pital, where she is under-
going treatment for Covid-
19infection, which shehad
contracted a week ago,
along with her sister-in-law
J llavarasi."Yes, she has

been formally released,"

Parappana Agrahara Jail
Superintendent V
Sheshamurthy was quoted
Independent legislator T T
V Dhinakaran, Sasikald's
nephew and founder of
Amma Makkal Munnetra
Kazhagam (AMMK) vis-
ited the hospital after she
was released by jail
officials.Sasikalawould re-
main at the Victoria hospi-
tal for another three days
as mandated under the
Covid-19 protocol, though
she is now asymptomatic

and her symptoms have '

reduced."As per protocol,
she will be discharged on
10th day (January 30) if she

isasymptomatic and freefor
oxygen support for at least
three days," the hospital
saidin Contd...Page 6

Soldier martyred, 3 othersinjuredin
Jammu and Kashmir's Kulgam as ter-
rorists attack | ndl an Army's ROP

New Delhi, January 27 : Thefirst ter- -

rorist attack of 2021 in Jammu and

Kashmir took place on Wednesday.
In astatement, the Indian Army said
that one of the soldiers has been criti-
caly injured in the attack that took _ §
place in Shamshipura area of
Khanabal in the district. All the in- =

{5 jured soldiers have been admitted to
' Srinagar's 92 Base Hospital for
i treatment. Thefirst terrorist attack of
1 2021 in Jammuand Kashmir took place
¥ on Wednesday.In a statement, the
Indian Army said that one of the sol-
diershasbeen critically injuredinthe
\. attack that took

Contd...Page 6
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trict of Assam were recov-
ered by ateam of NDRF on
Wednesday morning. The
tragic incident took place
after a small boat carrying
13 membersof two families
capsized on Tuesday. The
familieswereenjoying aboat
ride in the Winter Carnival
when the overloaded boat
capsized. Following thein-
cident, al the 13 peoplein
theboat  Contd...Page 6

PMAY (U)
Cup 2021 held
under Fit In-
diaM ovement
in Hailakandi

Hailakandi, January 27 :
Under Fit India Move-
ment,aPMAY-U Cup2021
cricket tournament was
organised at the District
Sports Association
Ground here on Wednes-
day. Sponsored by Project
Director PMAY (U), the
tournament saw twoteams
namdy Hailakandi Munidi-
pa Board and Laa Mu-
nicipa Board vying for the
top spot with the former
clinching the match by 7
wickets. Didrict Devel op-
ment  Commissioner,
Ranadeep Kumar
Laskar gave away the
trophies to the cham-
pion and the runner-up
in the presence of
Project Director,
PMAY (U), Jyotirmoy
Daimary, Executive Of-
ficer,  Contd...Page 6

Guwahati, January 27 Creat-
ing a benchmark in the history
of book publication of the coun-
try, Assam Publishing Company,
a city-based Book Publication
House has published the trans-
lated and assembled version of
two books by Prime Minister
NarendraModi. The PrimeMin-
ister also received the books
from the hand of the publisher,
Sanjay Kumar Sanyal
Sivasagar.The books are the
Assamesetrandation of his‘Let-

Suspends

Sanjay Kumar Sanyal was spe-
cialy invited for a one to one
meet with the PM, regarding the
books.Assam Chief Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal and Fi-
nance Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma were also present at that
short event. Honorable Prime
Minister praisesthe
organisation and inspires Mr
Sanyal by saying — “carry on
with your work despite all ob-
stacles, wearewith you' . Twitter
Contd...Page 6

PM Modi expresses happl ness, Recealves
Trandated Version Of His Books |n Assamese

ter to Mother’ (as*Aailai Cithi’

in Assamese language, trans-
lated by Utpal Datta, former As-
sistant Director of All IndiaRa-
dio, Ranchi), and the other is
the compilation of some selected
portions from the programme
“Mann Ki Baat, (titled as Mor
Priya Deshbashi in Assamese)
done by Namrata Datta. One of
the leading artists of the coun-
at  try, SaurishMitrahascreated the
cover pages and developed the
inside illustrations. Publisher
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An Effective Covid-19 Vaccination involvesmeticulous Republic Day celebrated
planning and strategic decigons, opine experts

Guwahati, Jan 27 : An Effective
Covid-19 Vaccination involves me-
ticulous planning and strategic de-
cisions, experts opined in a
Webinar organised by Press Infor-
mation Bureau, Guwahati on the
topic'Meticulous Planning and Stra-
tegic decisionsfor Covid-19 Vacci-
nation Process in North Eastern
Region of the country' here today.
Experts from Medical aong with
academicians deliberated and dis-
cussed about Covid-19 Vaccination
process and its awareness from
medical, psychological, academic,
societal and policy perspective.
Talking about awarenessinitiatives
and latest activities on Covid-19
vaccine by Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare, Shri Nagendra
Nath Tiwari, Deputy Technical Ad-
viser, Food and Nutrition Board,
Eastern Region, Kolkata said these
are safe and immunogenic vaccines
on which various trials have been
done by scientific community. He
said that Government has planned
to provide vaccine to healthcare
workers in Government health fa-
cility or at vaccination centres. He
said all the citizens of the country
should be optimistic with the vac-
cination as many tests has been
done before it is administered. Dr
Manzoor Ahmad, MS(Surgery),
ZVM Unani Medical College and
Hospital, Pune said that safety mea-
sures and efficacy tests have been
done on these vaccines. Dr Ahmad

further said that all vaccinators
have been trained. He said that
Government is doing phased vac-
cination process. He said that this
vaccination is first provided to
people who are at higher risk of
getting infected with Covid-19. He

said that for equitable distribution
of vaccine, Governmentisworking
tirelessy. He said that Indiahasthe
advantage of running one of the
largest immunisation programme
every year and thisis largest Vac-
cination endeavour. He said that
people should defer vaccination if
persons have active symptoms of
Covid-19infection. Dr Ahmad fur-
ther said that it should defer also
for those Covid-19 patients who
have been provided anti-Covid-19
monoclonal antibodiesor convales-
cent plasma. He said that acutely

serious and hospitalised patients
because of any illness might defer
the vaccination too. Ms
PrachiRathi, Psychol ogist
emphasised that Covid vaccination
exemplifies the achievements of
science and technology in this era

for betterment of humanity. She
said that Technology isthe primary
factor which would bring prosper-
ity and achievements, be it on
Covid awareness or the Covid vac-
cine and the vaccination process.
Shefurther said that effectivemoni-
toring of the vaccination process,
planning and deployment of vacci-
nation teams, preparation at the
vaccination centres, technological
planning, training to the vaccina-
tors would be vital aspects for the
success of the vaccination process.
AbdurRahmanMallick, Advocate

Delhi High Court said that technol -
ogy planning and public aware-
nessarevital value-adding process
in this vaccination endeavour. He
said that Human Resources train-
ing including training of vaccina-
tors about vaccine and how to ad-
minister the vaccine are also vital.
Lauding PIB Guwahati for thisdo-
ing this discussion, he said that
awareness to people and talking
about the frequently asked Ques-
tionsof common peopleare dways
welcome so that awareness and
proper knowledgereach al theciti-
zens of the country. The informa-
tive and knowledge webinar was
planned and coordinated by
Shri SamratBandyopadhyay, Joint
Director (M & C), PIB, Guwahati.
Senior officersof PIB were present
inwebinar. MsHiramani Das, Field
Exhibition Officer, Regional Out-
reach Bureau, Guwahati welcomed
the experts as the webinar delved
into details on the various aspects
of thetopic such asCovid informa
tion management including in the
arenaof health, efficacy of commu-
nication, among others. The inter-
active Webinar has enthusiastic
participation of students, academi-
cians and medical fraternity as
they said that this information
cum knowledge Webinar would
help them in informed decision
making and to be aware about the
Covid precaution and about Vac-
cination process.

50 Blanketsdistributed
among t__he needy In Hojal

Hojai, January 27 : Fifty blanketsweredis-
tributed among the needy by Marwari
Sammellan,Hojai Unit on the auspicious
occasion of 72th Republic Day at
Ramsadan in Laxminarayan Temple on
Tuesday afternoon. A Meeting was
organised, which was presided over by
Unit's President Pradeep Kumar Sureka.
Marwari Panchayat President Dindayal
Pansari, noted Physician Dr. Mohan
Agarwal graced as Chief Guest on the oc-
casion. Speaking on the occasion
Dr.Agarwal lauded the efforts of the newly
formed Commiittee, he said thisisan exem-

plary step taken by the unit for helping the
needy,such programs encourages others
to comeforward and contributeinthenoble
deeds. Erstwhile President Kamkhya
Prasad Agarwal and present Vice President
Niranjan Sarawagi also spoke on the
occasion.The entire programs was
anorched by General Secretary Ramesh
Mundra. After this, blankets were serially
distributed among the needy people. On
this occasion, Sitaram Daima,Krishna
Pansari,Mahesh Channani, RgjeshKegjriwal,
Binod Sarawagi,Manish Beriwal, Sunil
Chawcharia,Praveen Sarwagi, Mohan
Chaudhary, Pramod Agarwala,Mohan
More, Ramgopal Sarawagi,Kaluram Saini,
Ramawatar Saini,Nikhil Kr Mundra,
Abhinash Sarawagi, Dinesh Dixit,Sanjay
Murarka,Chainrup Sarma,Manoj Tolawat,
Deegpak Chanani marked their attendance
and appreciated the working of the unit

Hojal Zila Sahitya Sabha mourns on the
death of Founder Member and Present
Vice-Presdent Padma Kanta Nath

Hojai, January 27: Hoja ZilaSahityaSabha
mourns on the death of their present Vice-
President namely Padma Kanta
Nath.Notably, Hojai Zila Sahitya Sabha's
Vice-President Padma Kanta Nath (77)
breathed his last at a Private Hospital in
Guwahati on Monday night. He was sick
from last few days and while undergoing
treatment he passed away.His deceased
body was brought at his native place
viz.,Mainapathar inHojai on Tuesday morn-
ing. After that along with hisfamily members
the body was brought at Satyarthi Bezbarua
BhawaninHojai i.eat theofficeof Hoja Zila
Sahitya Sabha, where the President Dr.
Guneshwar Saika, General Secretary Anup
Kumar Barthakur aong with members and
peoplefrom each community paid himhom-
age. They said,” Nath Sir will beremembered
forever for his enormous contribution and
soft nature”. "Hewasadevoted sociad worker
and abeloved educationist with charismatic
teachingsskills'. They added.Nath, aresident
of Mainapathar Villagein Hojai was associ-
ated with many socia organisations.Along
with Sociad activities He served asaTeacher
at Jugijaan Madhya Angrajee Vidyalaya
and retired asHead Master intheyear 2002.
He was very popular among his Students

and within each community, because of his
gentle and cordial nature.He was the
founder member of Hojai Zila Sahitya
Sabha, former President of Hojai Zila
Karamchari Parishad, ex-President of
Jugijaan Madhya Angrajee Vidyalaya's
governing body.His demise was widely
mourned among hisfamily members, rela-
tives and well-wishers.After Sabha, his
deceased body was brought at Ajmal Boys
College of Arts, Science and Commerce,
Ajmal Law College,thenat Ajmal Founda
tion, Maarkazul Mdariff and Maryam Col-
lege of Science and Technology. And,at
each venue he was given homage with ut-
most respect.On the otherhand, Hojai Zila
Karamchari Parishad, Hojal PressClub, All
the Units of Zila Sahitya Sabha, Marwari
Samellan Hojai Unit, Playboy Sports Club,
Ankur Sangha, JatiyaVidalaya,Hojai, Akhil
Bang Sahitya Samellan,Hojai Unit; many
other organisations and many individuals
have condoled on his demise and prayed
amighty for theeterna peace of hisdeparted
soul.A pall of gloom has descended in the
District on hisdeath. Hislast riteswere per-
formed at Mainapathar in a gloomy envi-
ronment. He has|eft behind hiswife, ason,
three daughters and a host of relatives.

Yoga diploma course at
Shivananda Yoga studio,
Chowkldlngee D|brugarh

Dibrugarh, January 27 . Swaml Shlvananda
Yoggjyoti Seva Kendra, promoted by Indian Yoga
Culture and Yoga Therapy Centre, Guwahati and
affiliated to Srimanta Sankardeva University of
Health Sciences has formally started their one-year
job-oriented yoga diploma course at Shivananda
Yoga studio at Chowkidingee, Dibrugarh. The cen-
tre also offering PGDY, One year diploma course
(DYK), Six months certificate course, Three month
yoga course, One month foundation course and
many classes like Yoga championship, yoga class
for all age bar, acro yoga, corporate yoga etc. The
institutionisbeing run by Utpal Baruah National Yoga
Referee & Yoga Teacher along with yoga experts
like Mantu Sonowal, Pranab Kumar Nath under noble
guidance of Dr. Minu Buragohain Principal of Swami
Shivananda Yogjyoti Mahavidyalaya and Rekha
Sarma Boruah, the of Secretary of the institution.
Interested candidates may contact Shivananda
Yoga Studio, Near Srimanta Sankardeva Hospital
& Research Institute (SSHRI), Mancotta, Road,
Dibrugarh, mobile no. 9957617391/9706003634,
Email Id: ssyjskdib2010@gmail.com for further
details and assistance.

with fanfare

Aalo, Jan 27 : The 72nd
Republic Day was cel-
ebrated along with rest of
the country in district
headquarter and all admin-
istrative headquarters of
the district with gaiety on
26th Jan Last. The West
Siang Deputy Commis-
sioner Shri Moki Loyi un-
furled the ceremonial flag
asChief Guest of thefunc- =

tion. Addressing amam- |
moth gathering, recalled =
the names of martyrsand ===

architects of the Indian constitution who
won freedom for us and established a sov-
ereign, socialist, secular and democratic
republic for the people of India and ap-
pealed people of all walks of lifeto strive
hard to contribute our best for the growth
and development of the nation. He dis-
closed that many of the development
schemes have been hampered by Covid-19
pandemic and though many projectscould
not be completed in time, he appealed all
departments to take them up in letter and
spirit. The Covid-19 vaccine has been
launched and it is being administered to
1458 Health care workersfirst and then to
police, army and people above 50 years

MR
P

phasewise. The DC aso gave away Com-
mendation Drug Recovery Addicts Shri
Kirge Raksap, Atur Rongphar and Dulo
Poyom those who have reintegrated them-
seveswith mainstream of lifeto associatewith
Mothersa€™ Visionby playing activerolein
mentoring 100 days rehabilitation centre to
drug addicts/acoholic persons in the centre.
All other meritoriousgovt officid fromvarious
departmentswasa so given Commendation Cer-
tificates on the occasion. The Kumao Regi-
ment from Aao Military Station displayed
weapons, band and put up al tents to help
thedistrict administration. Horticulture, Ag-
riculture bagged the first and second prizes
for Exhibition Stalls put up on the occasion.

Republic Day observed
peacefully in North Lakhimpur

Panigaon, January 27 : Alongwiththerest
of the country, the 72nd Republic Day was
celebrated peacefully in North Lakhimpur
yesterday.At the central function held un-
der the aegisof Lakhimpur District Admin-
istration, Assam Government Minister
Ranjit Dutta unfurled the National Flag at
North Lakhimpur Govt.Higher Secondary
School field at 9 am. In his speech after
unfurling the Tricolour, the Minister Ranjit
Duttatold thegathering," The BJP-led Gov-
ernment isfully determined to make a cor-
ruption-free India." Though Corona virus
iscontrolled to afar extent, but we should
not think it is vanished." ,he added. "A lot

of developmental works have been done
for the people of Lakhimpur district by the
BJP- led Government and Lakhimpr District
Administrationinlast four and half years,"
he further added. The Minister also dwelt
on the developmental activities and
schemes of the Government, highlighting
the nature of development to the state that
has further accelerated growth and devel-
opment. Besidesthe Minister Ranjit Dutta,
Lakhimpur MLA Utpal Dutta,Lakhimpur
DC Dr.Jivan B. and Lakhimpur dist. SP
Lungnit Terung were also attended in the
function. During the function, a magnifi-
cent cultural programmewas held.

72th Republic Day Cdeébration : Health
and Finance Miniger Dr Himanta Biswa

Sarma unfurls tri

NAGAON, Jan 27: Alongwithrest of the
country, Nagaon district administration a so
celebrated centrally the 72th Republic Day
at Nagaon Nurul Amin Stadium on Tues-
day last. Attending the occasion as chief
guest, the State Health and Finance Minis-
ter Dr Himanta Biswa Sarma unfurled the
Tri colours and received the guard of
honour from Assam Police, Home Guards
aswell as other para- military forces and
NCC cadets. Paying tributeto the freedom
fightersand martyrsof freedom movement,
Dr Sarmaelaborated the devel opmental and
other flagship welfare schemes generated
for the people of the state by the state as
well asUnion government. During the cel-
ebration, studentsfrom severa educational
institutions participated in march past.
Besides, yoga and several sports related
to yoga and Bihu dance were also dis-
played by two special teams of expertsand
artistes. Local MLA Rupak Sarma, Raha
MLA Dimbeswar Das, senior BJP leader
and ex railway union minister for state,

All Assam 'Kalita (Alpine) Janagosthi

Sanmilon' will be held from 29 January

ing from 1 pm. Onwards. The mesting will beat—
tended by Minister of Hedlth, Education, PwD,
Himanta Biswa Sharma. Where Chandra Mohan

Sarupeta, 27 January: A common non-politica
forum of the Kdita (Alpine) Janagosthi, All Assam
‘Kdita(Alpine) Janagosthi Sanmilon'isgoingtobe

colour at Nagaon

Rajen Gohain, Deputy Commissioner
Kavitha Padmanabhan, Superintendent of
Police, Gaurab Abhijit Dilip and officials
from Nagaon district administration were
present in the celebration programme.
Meanwhile, Nagaon Lions club also
celebrated the 72th Republic Day in befit-
tedway at itsofficein thetown. Thepresi-
dent of the club Pralay Shaha hoisted the
tri colour at its office premise. On occasion
of it, the club members distributed alu-
minium rooftop among six poor familiesin
the town. Besides, a sawing machine, do-
nated by club member Sapna Neogi was
also handed over to apoor helplesswoman.
Moreover, the lions of the club aso dis-
tributed various fruits and sweet among
the patients in Shankar Mission Eye Hos-
pital in the town. Club secretary Ajoy
Mittal, PRO Biswagjit Mahanta, Binud
Khetawot, Sanjay Garudia, Ranjit Tamuli
Phukan, Deben Singh, Jugal Agarwal, Gouri
Sengupta and other were present in cel-
ebration programme, arelease added.

Qmamu is becoming the most
liked search engine by users
surpassng the other search

held on 29th and 30th January , 2021 a Milan
Mandir premises in Saupata under Bgjdi didrict.
Accordingtotheorganizing committeethe prepara-
tionsfor the conference weredmost complete. The
first day programmewill commenceat 6.30amwith
the setting up of Guru Asana and Banti prgjwalan
followed by flag hoisting, Smriti tarpan, nameregis-
tration of thedd egates, deanlinessprogramme, paint-
ing competition etc. From 11 am onwardsaseminar
will be held on the topic “Kadita Janagosthi Aru
Jangjatikoronor Prasongikota™ . A souvenir dsobe
inaugurate dong with this programme. Delegates
mest-upandaculturd progranmewill beheldinthe
evening. Similarly, onthesecond day amulticultural
rally will gart at 9.30 am. followed by an openmeet-

Patuwary, Minister of Industry, Transport, Atul
Bora, Minister of Agriculture, Bhabesh Kdita, Irri-
gation Minigter, Phonibhushan Choudhury , Minis-
ter of Food and Civil Aviation, , MP Ripun Bora,
MP Naba Kumar Soronia, MP Abdul Khdek are
expectedtobepresent. Specid arrangementsforthe
dining hdl havebeen madea SarupetaBoysHigher
Secondary School playground for theinviteesand
officias coming from different parts of the Sate.
Thefourteenth Biennid Sarupeta convention will
be conducted by Bgjai Digtrict Committee. Presi-
dent of theorganizing Committee, Sompurnananda
Taukdar and General Secretary Mridul Kumar
Taukdar have cordidly invited and sought the sup-
port from public and well-wishers.

Rhino Electricals opened NE 1<t " Electrical

Experlence Centre

IN Guwahatl

~ P E=="" picious occasion of
Nation's 72nd Re-
public Day Rhino
Electricals opened
Northeast's first
ever Electrica Expe-
rience Centre in
Guwahati. Thefirst
ever North East's
Electrica Experience
' Centreislocated in
Guwahati, January 27 : Rhino theheart of thecity onthe 1<t floor
Electricasisa35year oldfranchise  of Anandal odge Complex, Matila
inthe Electrical space. Ontheauss  Nehru Road, Panbazar givingit an

ﬂﬁ:‘l

extra edge of accessihility to its
customers. The experience centre
was inaugurated by Mr. Rakesh
Agarwal, Managing Director,
APDCL. The inauguration was
also attended by other esteemed
guests including Shri B.D. Pasari
(Founder, Rhino Electircals), Mr.
Sashi Biyani (CMD of Kolors), Mr.
Biswgjeet Mdlick (Zona Manager,
OPPLE) and Mr. Maninder
Bhattacharjee (Crompton) dongwith
Mr. Gopal Pasari and Mr. Ravi Pasaxi
(Co-Foundersof Rhino Electricals).

Speaking on the occasion Chief
Guest Mr. Rakesh Agarwal said
Rhino Electricals has set a bench-
mark inthedectrical arenanot only
in Assam but entire North-East In-
diathereby symbolising thetrust of
its customers and serving them
throughout. He further added that
the Experience Centre would serve
as a One Stop Solution for dl the
Electricd needsunder the sameroof.
Mr. Pasari added that the centre
spreadsover an areaof 2500 sq. ft.
The newly launched spacewill ca-

ter to the electrical needs of
corporates, offices, large com-
plexes, individual housesand alike
at affordableand cost efficient rates
giving it awhole new experience
for the buyers. One can grab their
hand on electrical products rang-
ing from exclusive range of
switches, LED lights, wires, smart
fans, geysers and other electrical
accessories from multiple brands
like KOLORS, OPPLE,
CROMPTON,RRKABEL,USHA,
ATOMBERG and many more.

engines with a big ratio
Qmamu- the winning example of
Vocal for Local initiative

namu

January 2021: Voca for Local, under India's ongoing initia-
tive, Atmanirbhar Abhiyanisreaching new heightsevery day.
Up until now, we have been using foreign search engines.
India did not have any search engine of its own, which has
beenrecognized not only in Indiabut abroad aswell. Keegping
thisin mind, Nishith Rgjeshbhai Dhanani, ayoung man from
Ahmedabad, Gujarat, has launched anew private search en-
gine on 26 January, completely based on the security of user
data. Data is saved in encrypted form in the fast operating
Qmamu search engine and has the power to provide search
resultsfivetimesfaster than the other search engines. Thus it
has become the world's fastest powered search engine. Not
only this but now, the user will dso not have to face detaloss
because Qmamu will focus directly on the user searched data
without performing unnecessary loading whileperforming the
search. According to Nishith, "Everyone has the right to ac-
cess and search the internet. This belief inspired usto create
India's own private search enginein India Qmamuisahome
ground search engine made to dedicate to the country and the
countrymen. That's why it was launched on the auspicious
occasion of Republic Day. Qmamuisasearch enginedesigned
to benefit loca and small businesses, who does not maintain
any search history nor track user search.” So, what are we
waiting for? Let us take another step towards Atmanirbhar
India by adopting the Qmamu search engine, which is dedi-
cated entirely to Indiaand its people.
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NCP

presdent Sharad

Pawar blames Centre for
violence in Ddhi: check
what other leaders said

New Delhi,January 27: NCP
president Sharad Pawar on
Tuesday (January 26)
condemned the incidents of
violence in Delhi as some
farmersenteredintothecity and
clashed with the police, saying
nobody will support whatever
happened today but the reason
behind it cannot be ignored
either. The NCP chief said,
"those (farmers) tting camly
grew angry, the Centre didn't
fulfill its responghbility. Govt
should act maturely andtakethe
right decision."On the tractor
rdlyinDdhi, Pawar further said
"Farmersfrom Punjab, Haryana,
western Uttar Pradesh held a
protest in adisciplined manner
but the government didn't take
them seriously. As restraint
ended, the tractor march was
taken out. Centre's
responsibility was to keep law
and order in control but they
faled.""The way the agitation
handled today is regrettable.
We al gitting in Opposition
support the farmers cause and
| apped-- now you (farmers)
should go back to your
respective villages peacefully
and should not give any
opportunity to the govt to
blame you," the NCP chief
added.Interacting with media
personsinMumbal, Pawar said
Punjab may head towards
restlessness if the Centre uses
force against protesters and
asked the Modi government to
not commit that sin. He said a
way out should have been
found over the farmers
demands without hurting the
protesters who have been
agitating for two months.Shiv
SenaMP Sanjay Raut said that
whatever happenedin Delhi is
ameatter of national shameasit
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does not suit either the
protestors or the
government. He also
guestioned the Centreasto
why the chaoswasallowed
to spread, and why did the
government wait for this
incident? Did the
government know that
agitating farmers will lose
their  patience, he
asked. The Shiromani Akdi
Dal (SAD) on Tuesday
condemned the incidents
of violencein Delhi assome
farmersenteredintothecity
and clashed with the
police, saying the party
stands for peace and
communal harmony and
believes in democratic
values.The party also
appealed to the people to
maintain peaceand calm at
al cogts, a statement said.
An emergency meeting of
the SAD core committee
will be convened on
Wednesday to consider
the situation arising out of
the incidents in the
national  capital .West
Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee said that
the Centre's "insensitive
atitude" and indifference
towards farmers are to be
blamed for the violent
protests in  Delhi,
maintaining that she was
deeply disturbed by the
situation. She, however,
urged the Centreto engage
withthefarmersand repeal
the new farm laws, which
she termed draconian.In a
tweet, she said, "Deeply
disturbed by worrying and
painful developments that
haveunfolded onthestreets
of Dehi. Centreésinsengtive
attitude and indifference
towardsour farmer brothers
and sisters have to be
blamed for this Stuation.”
Punjab Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh said the
violenceduringthefarmers
tractor parade against the
new agriculture laws in
Dehi is unacceptable even
asheordered ahighdertin
his state. Condemning the
incidents that took place at
the historic Red Fort, he
urged the farmers to
immediately vacate the
national capital andreturnto
the borders, where they hed
been protesting peacefully
for the past two months.

'‘Overvalued shares, expensve ads, false growth
projection’ - allegations againgt Republic TV

Mumbai/New Delhi, January 27 :
Projecting arevenue growth that is
morethan doublethe market growth
rate, charging advertising rates 126
per cent higher thanthe closest peer,
valuing shares at an exponentially
high rate and artificially increasing
share value - these are some of the
alleged reasons why ARG Outlier
MediaPrivate Limited, which owns
Republic TV, isunder the Mumbai
Policesscanner. TheMumbai Police
is probing ARG Outlier for
suspected financial irregularitiesin
connection with its investigation
into alleged manipulation of
Tdevison Rating Points(TRPs).An
interim forensic audit report of the
probe, whichispart of the Mumbai
Police'ssupplementary chargesheet
in the casefiled on 11 January, has
detailed how ARG Outlier allegedly
vaueditssharesat anexorhitant rate
by projecting ambitiousadvertising
income in future years even before
thelaunch of itschannel. Thereport,
a copy of which is with ThePrint,
also stated how Republic TV had
the highest viewership right since
thefirst month of itslaunch, and that
the "charging of such a high
advertising rate by the Republic
Medianetwork and thefluctuations
inviewership ascompared to others
creates suspicion that it isinvolved
inmanipulating TRPs'."Thealleged
manipulation of TRPsby ARG had
resulted in increasing the
advertising revenues, increasing the
valuation of shares and attracting
investors," the interim forensic
report said.The 56-page report,
prepared by auditing firm Sarath &
Associates, also said a detailed
financid analysisistill inprogress
and more such financial
irregularities, if any, arerequiredto
be further scrutinised.ThePrint
reached Joint Commissioner of
Police(Crime) Milind Bharambeand
Assistant Commissioner of Police
(CrimeBranch) Shashank Sandbhor,
who is probing the TRP case, for
comment viacalsand textsbut there
was no response until the time of
publishing thisreport.Republic TV
founder and editor-in-chief Arnab
Goswami also did not respond to
ThePrint'scalsand texts According
to the interim forensic audit report,
ARG Outlier had alegedly valued
its Compulsory Convertible Non-
CumulativeParticipatory Preference
Shares(CCPPS) at an"exponentialy
high premium" even before it
launched its channel, Republic TV,
in May 2017, based on projected
higher revenue for future
years.CCPPS arethosethat haveto
be convertedto ordinary sharesafter
a pre-determined date. ARG
considered a 29 per cent jump in

revenue year-on-year even as the
industry growth according to the
valuation report was pegged at just
13.1 per cent, the audit report
said. The CCPPSwerefirs valuedin
November 2016 and then again in
November 2018 - beforethelaunch
of ARG Outlier'sHindi channel - at
150 per cent of the valuetwo years
ago.ARG Ouitlier issued these
CCPPStofour privateinvestorsand
raised Rs 27.5 crore. Existing
investorsexited at 300 per cent rise
intheir investmentsin August 2019
based on these valuations, though
the expected market returnfromthe
investments, the valuation report
showed, was 15.6 per cent,
according tothe audit report." ARG

Outlier had valueditssharesat these
prices based on the higher
projections of revenues and profit
marginsyear over year. However, till
2018-19, thecompany wasmakinga
cash loss as per their audited
balance sheets. TRP manipulations
had helped ARG Outlier to charge
increased advertisement ratesfrom
advertising agencies and increase
itsrevenuein ashort period of three
years of its channel launch," the
forensic audit said.The audit
andysed advertising ratesfor India
TV, Zee News, CNN-IBN and
Republic TV for 2017 and 2018 to
show that Republic hascons stently
had one of the highest ratesin the
industry sinceitslaunch.Similarly, a
proposal of a private firm on the
Republic MediaNetwork in October
2019 said the net rate charged for
thechanne'sprimetime9pmto 11
pm was Rs 27,200. The closest
competitor was India Today at Rs
12,000. The report didn't clarify if
theserateswere calculated on a10-
second basis, as is the standard
practice ARG Ouitlier ellegedly dso
artificially increased itssharevalue
by routing funds to repurchase its
own shares at a higher value, the
audit said. InNovember 2016, ARG
Outlier dlotted CCPPStoitsholding
company, SARG Media Holding
Pvt. Ltd and Asianet News Media
and Entertainment Pvt. Ltd.In
November 2019 and January 2020,
SARG Media purchased 5,658

CCPPSissued by itsown subsdiary
from Asianet News paying a price
300 per cent higher.Republic TV
editor-in-chief Arnab Goswami and
his wife Samyabrata Goswami are
co-founders and promoters in
SARG Media, and own 93 per cent
of the shares." These transactions
raises suspicious over the
genuineness of such value of the
CCPS, its valuations which are
based on the very high growth
levelsof ARG Outlier requireto be
further investigated (sic),” theaudit
report said. The audit also flagged
possible round tripping of shares,
which refers to a series of
transactions between companiesto
boost the revenue of the firm

involved, but don't fetch any real
economic benefit to either
company.ln September 2019, it said,
Asanet News transferred Rs 2.28
croreto Goswami, who transferred
Rs2.18 croreto SARG Holding. In
October 2019, SARG Holdings
transferred Rs 2.19 crore received
from Goswami toAsanet. According
toacomplaint by consumer insights
firmHansaResearch Group Pvt. L td,
confidential data from 10 'panel
homes', where bar-o-meters to
recordviewershipareingaled, were
leaked by their relationship
managers.The Mumbai Police's
investigation so far hasalleged that
television channels such as
Republic TV, Box Cinema, Fakt
Marathi, Wow Channel, News
Nation and Maha Movies bribed
panel homes through agents.The
audit report claimed, three of theten
panel homes have confessed to the
Mumbai Police about having
received money for viewing
Republic TV. It noted that suspected
manipulation of TRPs by bribing
even two panels results in a
significant surge in advertising
revenue. Thereport, however, added
that theauditing firm could not verify
the use of cash to manipulate
Republic TRPs and this needs
further invedtigation by theMumbai
Police.The firm analysed the
viewership data and advertising
ratesfor mgjor channelsfrom 2017-
2020 and noted that the viewership

of Republic TV and TimesNow was
three times more than that of other
channels." Theviewership of al the
channels was ranging in decimals,
whiletheviewership of Republic TV
and TimesNow wasranging within
1t04.50. Such ahugefluctuationin
the viewership creates suspicious
on the existence of TRP
manipulations... (sic)," the audit
report said.As part of the
invedtigation, theMumbal Policeina
letter dated 21 December 2020
requested the Broadcast Audience
Research Council (BARC) toprovide
datafor TimesNow aswell asRepublic
TV from2016t0 2018, saying "there
are reasons to believe that the deta
published was different from data
received pecificaly with respect to
televison channd's Times Now and
Republic". The notice dso said there
are also reasons to believe that
manipulation of data and internal
process would have resulted in
financial implications - direct or
indirect. While the raw outlier data
shows Times Now has higher
impressions, Republic TV had higher
impressions after "data cleaning”.In
adatement on 22 January, the Times
Network, whichrunsTimesNow, said
it had suspected large scale
manipulation after the launch of
Republic TV in 2017 and had
observed "sgnificant abnormalities’
in the market-wise ratings of that
channel indicating "ground level
tampering or ddliberate intervention
at the raw data level to favour
them".The company said it
complained to BARC repeatedly for
twoyears, without any resolution.”As
per BARC's Forensgc Audit of July
2020, aswell asthemulltipleemail and
WhatsApp chetsof thet period, which
hasbeen accessed by Mumbal Police,
itisnow clear that TimesNow'sTRPs
were indeed manualy reduced by
BARC officias headed by Partho
Dasgupta and Romil Ramgarhia
before publishing, with the intention
to give undue advantage to Republic
TV in the English News Genre and
thereby fraudulently declareRepublic
TV asNo.1, even when Times Now
was consgtently higher by a large
marginand wastheundisputed leader
of theGenre," thecompany sadinits
statement.It added that the Times
Network has suffered losses due to
BARC's "unacceptable and
unpardonable act", and is
contemplating all possible legal
actions against the
organisgtion. ThePrint reeched BARC
Spokesperson seeking to know what
is data cleaning and if BARC had
indulgedinadatacleaning” practice
in the past before publishing data A
BARC spokesperson declined to
comment andsad: "Asthemétterisa

Fresnh talksoffer 'unlikely' now-M odi govt could
harden stand on farm laws after violence

New Delhi, January 27 :
Theviolencethat erupted
during Tuesday's tractor
rally by farmers could
result in hardening of the
Centre's stand on the
three controversial farm
laws, even though no
decision has been taken
yet on continuation or
cancellation of talkswith
the farmers, top
government sources told
."The government is
unlikely to make fresh
offers for talks or make
any new offer," a Union
minister, who spoke on
the  condition  of
anonymity, told .Another
senior BJP leader said the
incident was
"unprecedented" and
"will change the course of
the protest”.But
irrespective of what
happened Tuesday, BJP
will continueto reach out
to farmers across the
country and inform them
about the three laws,
especially the way the
government has been

Place : Guwahati
Date :27.01.2021
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accommodating the protesting
farmers, the leader added.A tractor
raly by farmers Tuesday, against
the three farm laws announced by
the Modi government, turned violent
after protesters deviated from the
route approved by the Delhi Police.
Thousands of farmers entered the
national capital and reached ITO and
theRed Fortin centra Delhi, clashing
with the policewho resorted to I athi-
charge and |obbed teargas shells.Top
government sources aso said no
decision has been taken yet on
whether the proposal to suspend the
laws for 18 months should be
withdrawn.In a climbdown of sorts
fromitsearlier stand, the Centre had
on 20 January proposed to suspend
thethree new farm lawsfor upto 18
monthsuntil the standoff isresolved.
The farmer unions had, however,
rejected the offer and said they won't
accept anything other than total
repeal." Our main focusright now is
to ensure that law and order is
maintained. Home Minister Amit

subject of an ongoing
investigation by the various
law enforcement agencies,
we are constrained to
respond to your
enquiries."An industry
source said, "Removal of
‘outliers isaprocessfor sure,
but therewas no clarity over
whether it wasdone manually
or wasautomated inthiscase of
Republic TV and TimesNow.
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Shah is closely
monitoring the
situation. It's too
= early to take any
| policy decision
related to the
farm law. But
y today's incident
will force us to
rethink our earlier
£ stand," the
| source quoted
ab ov e
added.Shah held

Lt a high-level
meeting Tuesday evening with home
secretary Ajay Bhalla and Delhi
policecommissioner SN. Srivastava
toreview thelaw and order situation
inthenational capital inthewake of
the violence.However, no formal
meeting was held on theissue at the
level of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi or Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, who is closely involved in
the government's strategy to
resolve the farmers' agitation.
Agriculture Minister Narendra
Singh Tomar also did not hold any
meeting.Sources also said the
government's future course of
action will be decided by the PM in
consultation with his senior
ministers.The government could
rethink its strategy following the
violence, but there is not going to
beany repeal of thethreefarm laws,
a senior Union minister, who is
involved in backroom strategy to
end the standoff with farmers, told
."We are clear that the three farm
laws are not going to be repealed,”

said the Union minister, who did not
want to be named.The violence at
the tractor rally has amost ended
the sanctity of peaceful farmers
protest, the second Union minister
told ."The farmers had given an
undertaking that they will deploy
volunteersand obey the policeroute
and the march will be peaceful . But
no volunteer was seen managing the
unruly protesters. Today's incident
is an indication that the farmers'
protest is not in the hands of union
leaders any more," the minister
said. Theminister also said that this
is the reason that when the
government proposed to suspend
the three farm laws for 18 months,
some 15 farm organisationswerein
favour of accepting the offer.BJP
spokesperson R.P. Singh told
ThePrint: "Today, farmers' unions
have breached the government's
trust. We are saying from Day One
that funding for the agitation is
coming from outside. Unions said
volunteers will manage the protest,
no weapon will be there but all
promises were broken."Singh said
the government had been very
conciliatory initsapproach with the
farmers. " The government made an
offer to suspend law, the Supreme
Court also suspended the
implementation of law but some
forces don't want to end the
agitation, which was established
today."Farmer Union leaders,
meanwhile, said Tuesday'sviolence
was a deliberate conspiracy to
discredit the farmers’ movement.
"There was no violence since the

protest started over two
months now. Suddenly, why
would we do something like
this to discredit our own
movement? It does not
make any sense,"” said
Hannan Mollah, general
secretary, All India Kisan
Sabha.Mollah said the
SanyuktaKisan Morcawill
be holding a meeting
Wednesday or Thursday to
discuss and find out if any
outside elements were
behind Tuesday's violence.
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KRISHNAGIRI
ILA_ NO. 1/2019 IN
M.C.O.P. NO. 172/2018

National Insurance Co. Ltd.
Rajapalayam
..... Petitioner/ Respondent
—\s—-
Vimalabai ..Respondent/Petitioner
-Vs—
1. Angaiyarkanni
2. Gangadhara
3. Relience General Insurance Co.
Ltd. Mumbai
....Respondents/Respondents
Vs—
1. Carrier India Pvt Ltd. Guwahati
2. Oriental Insurance Co. Ltd,
Guwahati
3. Mustafa
4. Iffco Tokio General Insurance
Co. Ltd, Banglore ...... Proposed
Parties / Respondents
COURT NOTICE
In the above mentioned |.A. No and
MCOP No. the case is posted on
06.02.2021, for the appearance of
No. 1, proposed party/Respondent
either in person or through counsel
at 10.30 A.M. before the court and
file counter if any. Failing which
exparte orders will be passed. By
the order of this Hon'ble court.

R. Charan Singh M.A., LL.B., L.L.M.
Advocate, Krishnagiri

IN THE COURT OF THE SPECIAL
DISTRICT JUDGE, (MACT)
KRISHNAGIRI
LLA. NO. 5/2019 IN
M.C.O.P. NO. 205/2016

National Insurance Co. Lid.
..... Petitioner/2nd Respondent
-\s—
Manohar .....Respondent/Petitioner
—\s—
1. Angaiyarkanni
2. Gangadhara
3. Relience General Insurance Co.
Ltd. Mumbai
....Respondents/Respondents
—\s—
1. Carrier India Pvt Ltd. Guwahati
2. Oriental Insurance Co. Ltd,
Guwahati
3. Mustafa
4. Iffco Tokio General Insurance
Co. Ltd, Banglore...... Proposed
Parties / Respondents
COURT NOTICE
In the above mentioned |.A. No and
MCOP No. the case is posted on
15.02.2021, for the appearance of
No. 1, proposed party/Respondent
either in person or through counsel
at 10.30 A.M. before the court.
Failing which exparte orders will be
passed. By the order of this Hon'ble
court.

R. Charan Singh M.A,, LL.B., L.L.M.
Advocate, Krishnagiri
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Protests across
Russa

Supporters of the Russian opposition leader Alexei
Navalny have called for morerallies across the country this
weekend to demand his release after he was put in pre-trial
detention over paroleviolations he denies.One of Navalny's
leading allies, lawyer and politician Lyubov Sobol, told re-
porterson Tuesday that his anti-corruption movement would
continue to operate despite many people being detained af -
ter protests swept through Russian cities at the weekend.As
a wave of criminal cases were launched against those de-
tained by police, awoman who was kicked to the ground by
abaton-wielding policeman in St Petersburg has emerged as
a symbol of the heavy-handed way the authorities cracked
down on the protesters.The case of Margarita Yudina, 54,
has become a national scandal after footage of her being
kicked her in the stomach by a policeman for asking why the
officer and his colleagues had detained went viral online.In
thevideo, Yudinais seen falling back on the pavement after
being kicked, banging her head hard. Hospital documents
show she suffered concussion and needed stitches to the
back of her head.Although the officer visited her in hospital
and apologised, Yudina told Novaya Gazeta newspaper on
Tuesday that she wanted justice." This case needs to run its
legal course," she said. "So | intend to appeal to the Inves-
tigative Committee and to find out who attacked me. | want
the person who kicked me to be found, named and punished
according to the law." The Kremlin said that the "violence"
by some protesters was unprecedented and aggressive. In-
cidences of police violence were far fewer and being inves-
tigated, it said.But Navalny's supporters were undeterred,
Sobol said, and would continue with demonstrations calling
for his release despite "arrests of our followers and allies,
open criminal probes (and) criminal probes that are yet to
come.She said they planned planned protests on 31 January
and 2 February, when a court is scheduled to consider mo-
tions to convert his suspended sentence into a real prison
term.She added that one of their goals wasto stop president
Vladimir Putin's party, United Russia, in the upcoming par-
liamentary balloting." There are lots of plans and tasks for
the nearest future, [aswell as] midterm and longterm [ones],
and everyone understands what needs to be done both to-
morrow, and a month from now, and half ayear from now,"
Sobol said."One of the main goalsisto ... destroy the mo-
nopoly of United Russia in the parliamentary election that
will take place this September." The crackdown on the pro-
testers continued to bring international outrage. The top
diplomats of the United States, Britain, Canada, France Ger-
many, Italy and Japan, as well as the high representative of
the European Union, condemned the "politically motivated
arrest and detention" of Navalny and said they were "deeply
concerned by the detention of thousands of peaceful pro-
testers and journalists.” Joe Biden raised concerns about the
case when he spoke to Putin for the first time as US presi-
dent on Tuesday.Police have broken up demonstrations in
the eastern Khabarovsk region, amid stern warnings for
people to stay home.Mr Navalny's supporters flooded so-
cial mediawith callstorally at protests expected in dozens
of citieslater.HeisRussian leader Vladimir Putin's most high-
profile critic.Hewas arrested | ast Sunday after he flew back
to Moscow from Berlin, where he had been recovering from
anear-fatal nerve agent attack in Russialast August.On his
return, he was immediately taken into custody and found
guilty of violating parole conditions. He saysit isatrumped-
up case designed to silence him.media captionAlexei Navalny
was filmed by the BBC saying goodbye to hiswife and then
being led away by authoritiesMore than 60m people have
watched his new video about President VIadimir Putin's al-
leged luxury Black Seapalace. The Kremlin deniesthe prop-
erty belongsto the president. Among those detained in Mos-
cow on Thursday were his spokeswoman, KiraYarmysh, and
one of hislawyers, Lyubov Sobol. They face fines or short
jail terms.Ms Saobol, who has a young child, was later re-
leased. But Ms Yarmysh has now been jailed for nine
days.Prominent Navalny activists are also being held in the
cities of Vladivostok, Novosibirsk and Krasnodar.
Unauthorised rallies are being planned in more than 60 cit-
ies across Russia for Saturday. Moscow police say any
unauthorised demonstrations and provocationswill be"im-
mediately suppressed”.A thousand people were reported to
have come onto the streets in the Khabarovsk region, with
some of them already detained.Mr Navalny'swifeYulia, who
travelled back to Russia with him from Germany, said she
would demonstrate in Moscow "for myself, for him, for our
children, for the values and the ideal s that we share".Alexei
Navalny's Anti-Corruption Foundation (FBK) has drawn
millions of followers on social media, through slickly pro-
duced videos alleging large-scal e official corruption. He has
long denounced Mr Putin's administration as "feudal" and
full of "crooks and thieves'.Recent events suggest the op-
posite. First Mr Navalny was targeted with a nerve agent,
allegedly by a secret group of FSB state security hitmen.
Instead of investigating the poisoning, Russia is investi-
gating him: on his return from Germany the Kremlin critic
was arrested.Having put Mr Navalny behind bars, the au-
thorities are putting pressure on his supporters. The
Kremlin's greatest fear is of a Ukraine-style revolution in
Russia that would sweep away those in power.There's no
indication that such a scenario is imminent. But with eco-
nomic problems growing, the Kremlin will worry that Mr
Navalny could act as alightning rod for protest sentiment.
That explainsthe police crackdown on Navalny allies ahead
of Saturday's potential protests.Plus, this is getting per-
sonal. Mr Navalny's video about "Putin's Palace" on the
Black Seawas designed to cause maximum embarrassment
to the Russian president.In the "Putin's palace” video Mr
Navalny alleges that rich businessmen close to Mr Putin paid
for a sumptuous 17,691sq m (190,424sq ft) palace for him at
Gelendzhik, by the Black Sea.lt is alleged to have a casino, a
theatre and many other comforts, including avineyard and tea
house in the sprawling grounds. The Kremlin dismissed the
YouTube video as a "pseudo-investigation" aimed at earning
money for Mr Naval ny.Prosecutors have warned people against
protesting in support of Mr Navalny on Saturday. Russia’s
education ministry hastold parents not to allow their children
to attend.Former world chess champion Garry Kasparov - now
aleading anti-Putin activist based in the US - tweeted that pro-
Navalny posts were being widely blocked in Russia.

It IsIndia'sjourney that will decide

thefuture of democracy, not US
7
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sigh of relief manifested across
A the world as Joe Biden suc

ceeded to the US presidency,
presaging a more predictable and 'nor-
mal' conduct of domestic and external af-
fairs, under an experienced and profes-
sional administration. Biden haspromised
to heal a deeply divided country, to pro-
mote reconciliation and unity and to re-
store the democratic and liberal creden-
tials of the US as the world's oldest de-
mocracy. However, thispromisesto bea
long haul and unlikely to be achieved
during one four-year stint. He would be
deemed a successif he at |east manages
to, as he said, "lower the temperature”.
The social and political polarisation on
display inthe USisincreasingly manifest
in other democracies, including our own.
A key causal factor istherisinginequali-
tiesof wealth and incomethat undermines
the most powerful appeal of democracy,
which is egalitarianism - the equality of
opportunity it promises and the fairness
with which the State will treat all itsciti-
zens. As economies develop, and tech-
nology advances, therewill inevitably be
winners and losers. A democratic State
will have to continually ensure that it is
able to redistribute rising incomes and
wealth in a manner that helps those left
behind toretain hopein abetter future, if
not for themselvesthen, at least, for their
children.It is not that globalisationin it-
self has spawned huge inequalities, nor
that inequality isinherent inincreasingly
arcane and specialised technological ad-
vancement. The failure lies with public
policy that has failed to distribute the
benefits of globalisation more evenly.
When the number of losers far outstrips
the winners and this state of affairs per-
sists and even worsens, democracy is
challenged. This is what we witness in
the US and in democracies across the
world, Indiaincluded. Thereisanintrigu-

ing question how-
ever. Itisthepolitica

SA RAN theus itisby delib-

Left (in which | broadly include the lib-
eral congtituency) that has historically
mobilised support among those who are
at thelower end of the economic and so-
cia scae. In the present case, it is the
Right and nativist forces who have cap-
tured theimagination of the exploited and
deprived. The Left targets the rich and
corporate sector; the Right does not pay
apricefor associating with this privileged
minority and profiting from its generous
funding. What explainsthis oddity 7T hat
there is an alliance between the populist
and the powerful dementswithinthe cor-
porate sector is more than apparent. But
theliberal and the L eft have been unable
to leverage this to mobilise support
among those who are, in fact, at the re-
celving end of this powerful nexus. The
Right has been remarkably successful in
co-opting the ranks of the dgjected and
deprived to buttress its own power. How
is this possible?The Right has been able
toexploit theexisting socid, communa and
sectarian fault-lines to deflect attention
fromitscomplicity inthedisempowerment
and theimmiserisation of the mgjority. In

erately sharpening
theracial divide, stoking thefear of immi-
grants and loss of cultural identity that a
figurelike Donald Trumpwasableto con-
tinue rewarding the corporate class with
large tax cuts at the cost of the very ser-
vicesthat could amelioratetheworsening
economic status of the less educated
White minority.Recently, historian Rana
Dasgupta has drawn attention to a very
cynical insight offered by Lyndon B.
Johnson, former US President - "If you
can convince the lowest White man he's
better than thebest col oured man, hewon't
noticeyou'repicking hispocket. Hell give
him somebody to look down upon and
he'll empty hispocketsfor you." Dasgupta
pointsto an ugly truth: Sometimespeople
can be persuaded to " prizethe removal of
others rights above the preservation of
their own." And thisiswhat is happening
inthe US. Can Biden changethisAVhy is
the Left unable to build its constituency
in the ranks of the deprived? Precisely
because ideologicaly, it seesitsrole as
transcending the societal fault-lines and
uniting around amore inclusive concept
of egalitarianism.We see echoes of what

Johnson wasalluding toin our own coun-
try. Those most affected by
demonetisation were the already poor
and those eking out a constantly threat-
ened existence as small and medium en-
terprises and their unorganised workers.
But millions were ready to stand in un-
ending queues to get their paltry sums
exchanged, their pain dulled by the belief
that fat cats and money bags had been
deprived of their ill-gotten gains. Except
that they had not, and many in fact prof-
ited by turning their black money into
white.Or if thelowliest Hinduismadeto
feel superior to the best among the Mus-
limsin the country, perhaps they will be
ready to accept their dire economic situa-
tion and forget who may bereally respon-
siblefor their own deprivation.Therewas
only onebrief occasion when the current
political dispensation wasthreatened and
that was when the label of "suit-boot ki
Sarkar" struck home. But then it was
never built up into an aternative political
narrative. TheLeftin Indiahasfailed pre-
cisely because it has become defensive
about its core beliefs and started flirting
with the narrow inclinations of the Right,
for example, by doingitsownreligiousritu-
als and spouting nationalist dogans. Nor
is there stomach to shine the spotlight on
the politician-bureaucracy nexus and big
businesses that have come to dominate
governments in democracies across the
world.Thereareparalesbetweentheold-
est and the largest democracies in the
world. Bothareat critical juncturesintheir
evolution as enlightened democraciesen-
visaged by their respective Congtitutions.
But | believethat thefuture of democracy
asapoalitica ided may likely bedetermined
by the trgjectory that India takes in the
coming years rather than the US, espe-
cially when the Chinese model of au-
thoritarian capitalism seemsto bewinning
admirersacrosstheworld.

When will Boris Johnson stop giving
Covid variants a sporting chance?
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yonks now that this idea of quaran

tining overseasarrivalsin hotelswill
finally get around to being discussed at
today's meeting of the government's
Covid-O committee. The O stands for
"Ohmy God, | hate Mondays, let's sack
it off till Tuesday instead". | know none
of us wishes to come off as impatient,
but what are we actually doing here -
trying to give the new variants a sport-
ing chance?Intriguing that even at this
stage the UK should regard itself asthe
scratch golfer of pandemic-handling,
happy to allow the virus 32 shots, end-
lessmulligans and several weeksof fric-
tionless travel. Then again, maybe you
have to take your wins where you can.
For the past month, the virus has been
the only thing able to cross our borders
without getting tied up in red tape. Either
way, Boris Johnson's government con-
tinuesto make pandemic decisionswith
all the speed of the Supreme Soviet Sec-
retariat. Don't ask for agileturnarounds.
It would honestly be quicker to get
Brezhnev to greenlight a clean energy
programme.Thisisgreat for peoplewho
really enjoy lockdowns, who ideally
want to wear four masks at once, who
enjoy unnecessarily deep economic col-
lapse, and who believe that a genera-
tion of children getting thrown under the
busisthe priceyou haveto pay for what-
ever version of purity they prioritise. For
everyoneelse, it'sthe most giant, toxic,
damaging, endlessly mishandled
arseache.Right back last spring, pan-
demic lesson 101 was that once
lockdown is rationally inevitable, the
timeto doitisnow. Thelater you man
up and actually push the button, the
longer you will haveto lock down for,
the more economically and socially
punishing it will consequently be, and
the more deaths there will be. We
learned this - or should have - many,
many long months ago.Even if you are

I t's been encouraging to hear for
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thetype of politician or
individual whois- how

Marina Hyde

back in mid-February, and am thrilled
to read Public Heath England declaring
primary schools saf e to open after half-
term. But spare methe giving-of-a-toss
about children by the likes of Mark
Harper and Steve Baker from the so-
called Covid Recovery Group (CRG).
Hasthere ever been amisnomer likeit?
You might aswell call the Luftwaffethe
East End Recovery Group. These guys
are the cowboy builders of the pan-
demic. They turn your leaking pipeinto
acollapsed central heating system, then
tell you only they canfixit.In casethey've
forgotten, Mark and Steve & Co spent
most of late autumn and early winter rag-
ing noisy public war against any form of
lockdown or restrictions - and Boris
Johnson listened to
them. So when are such

to phrase this? - more relaxed about
high death rates, you presumably care
about the economy and social free-
doms. So in short: what the gibbering
shit are you doing?Why, morethan nine
months after we made this mistakefirst,
do you still call for the same stripe of
mistake to be made and expect adiffer-
ent outcome? Asfor the parliamentary
restriction sceptics, who are partly re-
sponsible for the length of our current
lockdown, where do they get off now
shrieking about its extended harms?As
it goes, | hope schools do start going

people going to take some responsibil-
ity for the fact that the schools have
ended up having to close becausein the
end infection was so out of control there
was nothing else for itAWhen are the
"Covid Recovery Group" going to take
some responsibility for the fact their
science-free objectionsto taking action
in timely fashion means we all have to
pay a heftier and lengthier price at the
back end of thelockdown instead? The
answer, of course, is never. Because
what they wield is power without re-
sponsibility. They can seemingly make

the prime minister do what they want,
at least until things have gone so tits
up that he has no choice but to U-turn.
Yet despite being exactly the type who
always bang on about people taking
personal responsibility, they never take
any themselves. Taking personal re-
sponsibility isfor the likes of the poor
and the obese.And so it isthat we have
to listen to people such as Steve Baker
posturing that they don't like the pre-
dictable and predicted effects of pre-
cisely the things they spent October,
November and December demanding.
Cometo that, what is Steve Baker even
doing on a Zoom feed? He should be
standing in the freezing cold on docks
offering to fill in forms for fishermen
about to lose their businesses thanks
to another one of his brainwaves.
Which brings us to the conclusion that
the new awkward squad is largely the
same as the old awkward squad. Many
of the personnel from the Brextremist
European Research Group (ERG) have
simply migrated to the CRG, and therest
of us are once more dragged along for
the ride. The UK's decades-long sub-
servience to this relatively small num-
ber of Conservative wingnuts recalls
nothing so much asKingsley Amissre-
lationship to his own libido. "For 50
years," he reflected, "it was like being
chained to anidiot."

Six of the 10 unprovoked shark attack
deathslast year werein Audralia

nprovoked shark bites killed 10

people around the world in 2020

with six of the deathsin Austra:
lian waters, according to international
figures.The number of unprovoked shark
bitesand encountersinAustraiawasonly
dightly above average, with 18 incidents
recorded by the University of FloridasIn-
ternational Shark Attack File (Isaf). The
average over thelast fiveyearsis 16.The
10 desths from shark bites globally was
higher than the average of four but the 57
confirmed unprovoked shark encounters
was well below the five-year average of
80.Dr Gavin Naylor, director of theFH orida
Programfor Shark Research at theuniver-
Sity, told the Guardian: "Isit arotten year
for fatalities? Absolutely. It'sterrible, but
I'm not calling thisatrend."Thefal inre-
ported bites could be due to Covid-19
lockdowns, adropin coastal tourism or a
delay inwork toreport themtothefile, the
report said. There were eight bitesin New
South Wales, threein Queendand, fivein
WesternAustralia, oneinVictoriaand one

inSouthAugtrdia Australia'sspikeof six
deathswas"likely the product of chance',
thereport said, asthenumber of biteswas
only dightly above average.For compari-
son, datafromRoyal LifeSavingAudrdia
shows between July 2019 and June 2020
there were 125 drowning deaths along
Australia's coastline. Naylor said
Australia's concentrated population and
tourism aong the coast coupled with com-
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shark bites, the data showed. Of the 18
Gr aham Rea&jfear n unprovoked bites where the species

parably higher numbersof largegreat white
sharksmeant Australiaawayshad higher
numbersof seriousincidentsHesad: "You
havethishigher density of whitesharksin
western and south-eastern Australia and
they canbe 13 or 14 feet (four metres) and
if they bite someone then it's often a sexi-
ous injury."The higher the number of
peoplein thewater and the larger the ani-
mal, the higher the chances [of a serious
bite]. But therésnathingintringcaly nasty
about whitesharks."Four of Australiassix
degths in the file were from great white

could beconfirmed, 10 camefrom great
whites, one from alemon shark and one
from awobbegong.Naylor said the attack
file focused on unprovoked hites. A pro-
voked biteiswhen humanshaveinterfered
with the natural behaviour of the shark,
for example through fishing or baiting
close by.Three additional desths came
from provoked bitesglobally in 2020, the
Isaf data says.The report says: "Annual
fluctuationsin shark-human interactions
arecommon. Despite 2020's spikeinfa-
talities, long-term trends show a de-
creasing number of annual fatalities.
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Luxury housing in south India largely
resilient to pandemic-induced downturn

New Delhi, January 27: Theluxury
housing market in south India not
only remained largely insulated
from Covid-induced disruptions,
but the pandemic spurred demand
for larger, ready-to-move-in (RTMI)
homes. As governments and busi-
nesses recalibrate their moves, the
market iswitnessing agrowingin-
terest from high net worth individu-
als (HNIs) and NRIslooking for a
stable asset class and service-rich
and managed residences.The mo-
mentum in luxury real estate in
south Indiain the last few months
isexpected to continuein 2021, es-
pecialy in the IT-ITeS and manu-
facturing-driven cities of Banga-
lore, Hyderabad and Chennai. Be-
sides a healthy concentration of
HNIsand NRIs, the need for homes
with multi-purpose usable areas
within an integrated township of-
fering connectivity, state-of-art
amenities, exclusivity and large
open spaces is also sustaining the
demand.Dhanlaxmi bank, new MD,
CEO of Dhanlaxmi Bank, JK
ShivanDhanlaxmi Bank appoints
JK ShivanasMD & CEOThehold-
ing company faces debt maturities
of about $1.2 hillion till March
2022.S& P revises Vedanta Re-
sources outlook from 'negative' to
'stable’Embassy Group's president
(residential business) Reeza
Sebastian said south India has al-
ways been an attractive real estate
market for NRIs due to the right
pricing, higher rental yields, on-time
completion of projects and trusted

developers.Bangal ore-based
Puravankara's managing director
Ashish Puravankara said, "We
have observed asignificant risein
demandfor 3BHK, 4 BHK andvilla
projects. From our internal anec-
dotal data, we understand that buy-
ers are not looking at the size of
houses in terms of square feet per
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se, but are rather looking forward
to having more rooms in order to
usethem for home office, workouts
or home schooling."While Brigade
Enterprises’ CEO (residential)
Rajendra Joshi said the segment im-
proved significantly in Q4 2020. Top
players continued to generate strong
sales due to market consolidation.
Bookings by NRIs are expected to
increase as demand for large size
unitsand finished inventory isgain-
ing momentum.Anarock Property
Consultants chairmanAnuj Puri said

buyers in luxury housing are out in
the market for various reasons. Dis-
countsand multiple offers doled out
by developershave made such prop-
erties far more lucrative and attrac-
tivefor severa buyers. It also scores
highwith NRIsasadepreciating ru-
pee trandates into greater buying
power."Additiondly, real etate has
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awaysheen animportant diversifier
in HNI investment portfolios - now,
amid apandemic that has shaken up
thefinancia and stock markets, it re-
mains a reliably stable asset," he
said.Square Yards principal partner
& head (Indiasales) Rahul Purohit
emphasi sed that southern citieslike
Hyderabad, Bangal ore and Chennai
have historically been relatively
moreresilient to market dynamics.
Southern cities have always been
less speculative than their north-
ern counterparts. This has stood

them in good stead at times of un-
expected market exigencies, he
said."Also, theinclination towards
larger homesand villadevel opment
in the south has only grown in the
post-Covid era, which hasin turn
resulted in a spike in demand for
luxury segment in these cities.
Hyderabad and Bangalore have
seen an uptick in sales of proper-
ties priced above "1 crore and also
for uber-luxury properties pegged
at "5 crore and above," he
said.Going ahead, luxury residences
promise to sustain the current mo-
mentum. "We witnessed a nearly
140% jump in sales and enquiries
in Q4 2020 and strongly believethat
this trend will continue in the up-
coming quarters where we see in-
creased interest from NRIsand end-
users looking for service rich and
managed residences," said
Embassy's Sebastian.Brigade's
Joshi agreed. "We do not anticipate
much of a change, in fact, we saw
sales going back to pre-Covid lev-
elsinthelast couple of quartersin
the luxury segment and that will
remain consistent going forward,”
he said.Puravankara said, "We are
buoyant about the luxury sector,
given thetractionin last few quar-
ters. We can expect thismomentum
to continue over the next quarters
in2021. Our ultra-luxury lineWorld
Home Collections first offeringin
Bangal ore was arunaway Success,
and this promptsusto replicatethis
isChennai and Mumbai in the next
few quarters.”

Govt waghing proposal to infuse more

capital into gate-run general insurers

Mumbai, January 27 : Typically, the sol-
vency ratio isthe size of aninsurer's capi-
tal in relation to the risk it takes - assets
minusliabilities. It reflectsitsability to settle
claims.Asmuch as Rs 3,475 crore wasre-
|eased after the Cabinet approval, whilethe
rest (Rs 6,475 crore) wasto beinfused later
thisfisca inoneor moretranches.Asmuch
as Rs 3,475 crore was released after the
Cabinet approval, whiletherest (Rs6,475
crore) wasto be infused later thisfiscal in
one or moretranches.After banks, the gov-
ernment is weighing a proposal to infuse
more capital into state-run general insur-
ers-National, Oriental and United-in FY 22
to shore up their precarious solvency lev-
els and enable them to meet regulatory
normsin the aftermath of the Covid-19 pan-
demic, sources told FE.Since the govern-
ment has already approved an infusion of
Rs9,950 crorein FY 21, therequirement for
FY 22, however, will likely belower thanthis
fiscal, one of the sources said. "It's (more
infusion) not amatter of 'if' but ‘when'. The
three insurance companies may require at
least Rs 5,000 crore more next fiscal to
achievethe solvency ratio of 1.5timesand
meet the regulatory norms. The pandemic
has weighed on their already-high stress
levels," the source said.The Trai had rec-
ommended that both E and V band should
be opened with 'light touch regul ation and
allotment should be on a 'link to link
basis'.High-speed broadband services:
Telcos and technology majors spar over
spectrum bandFor this, Amazon uses arti-
ficia intelligence to create a 6 feet radius
around every employee.Looking for new
solutions: Pairing traditional gadgets with
new agorithmsAn announcement to this
effect is expected in the coming Budget,
said a senior official with one of thesein-
surers. However, any capital infusion will
be tied to strict performance goals-for
growth, claim settlementsand curtailment
of expenses.Typically, the solvency ratio
isthesize of aninsurer'scapital inrelation
totherisk it takes- assetsminusliabilities.
It reflectsitsability to settle claims.Against
theminimum regulatory requirement of 1.5

times, National Insurance's solvency ratio
languished at just 0.02 at the end of FY 20,
while United Indias hit 0.3 and Oriental
Insurance's0.92. Thankstoinitial infusion
this fiscal, National's solvency improved
to 0.2 time at the end of September 2020-
still way below the requirement. United's
solvency rose a tad to 0.7 as of June
2020.Sensing theinsurers urgent need, the
Cabinet in July 2020 approved higher capi-
tal (Rs 9,950 crore) for thisfiscal than the
budgetary alocation of Rs6,950 crore. The
ideawasto enablethem to usetheimproved
solvency to march towards profitability. It
alsoformally called off aproposed merger
of these firms in the wake of the
pandemic.FE had earlier reported that apart
from the department of financial services,
even IRDAI chairman Subhash Khuntiahad
flagged theissue of low solvency levelsof
theseinsurance companies. Asmuch asRs
3,475 crore was released after the Cabinet
approval, whiletherest (Rs6,475 crore) was
tobeinfused later thisfiscal in oneor more
tranches. The Cabinet a so approved ahike
in the authorised share capital of National
Insurance Company to Rs 7,500 crore and
that of United India Insurance Company
and Oriental Insurance Company to Rs
5,000 crore each, to " give effect to the capi-
tal infusion". The insurers were provided
Rs2,500 crorein capital in FY 20.Unlikethe
infusion into public-sector banksin recent
years through recapitalisation bonds,
which are off-Budget items, funds for the
insurers are being provided from the
Budget.Even before the pandemic spread
its tentacles, the insurers were bleeding.
Stress in certain segments, especialy in
crop insurance, apart from tough competi-
tionfrom private players, weighed on their
revenue streams.With ahigh combined ra-
tio of 160.8%, National'slosses zoomed to
Rs4,108 crorein FY 20from Rs 1,696 crore
inthe previousfiscal. A combined ratio of
over 100% essentially means the
company's total outgo is higher than its
earnings.United's combined ratio stood at
132% and its losses widened to Rs 1,486
crorein FY 20 from Rs 1,271 crore ayear

FAU-G 'madeinIndia PUBG
Mobilerival now available

New Delhi, January 27 : FAU-G, short
for Fearlessand United Guards, isfinally
available for download. The game was
first announced in September last year,
around the same time when the Indian
government had put a ban on PUBG
Mobile over privacy concerns. FAU-
G, developed by Bengaluru-based
nCore Games, has been under pre-reg-
istrations since November, and isfinally

availableto play for Android users now.
Thelaunch coincideswith India's Repub-
lic Day celebrations.Those wishing to
play the game can now download it from
the Google Play Store. The game is
available for Android users to down-
load for free. In order to download, us-
ers can go to Google Play Store on their
Android smartphones/tablets and
search for FAU-G. Once the game ap-
pears, all they havetodoisclick the'In-
stall' button. The gameisavailablefor all
devices running Android 8 and above.
Though it isnot kicking off the proceed-
ings with a full-fledged Battle Royale
mode (like PUBG Mohile), it is expected
to arrive in the future-when exactly, we
can't say for sure yet.

before. Similarly, Oriental saw acombined ratio of 141%
and losses, too, roseto Rs 1,524 crore | ast fiscal from Rs
1,136 crore in FY 19.Already, the government has asked
them to cut expenses and rationalise branchesto improve
their financial health.

KFC Indiaddightschicken-lovers
with its'Big Treat Week'

With saving upto 42% on all your KFC favourities-it's
bound to be a super-duper week

India, January 27: KFCIn-
dia presentsThe Big Treat
Week - aweek of jaw-drop-
ping discounts and irresist-
ible combos of your KFC
favourities! Yes, you heard
that right. With savings of
up to 42%, up to 100%
cashback on Paytmand un-
matched value and variety,
thisBigTreat Week is every-
thing that a KFC-lover
wished for. From January
23rdto FebruaryOlst, get
ready to be spailt for choice
- choosefrom aBucket-ful of
crispy Chicken, Chicken
Popcorn, Rice Bowl, Zinger
burgerand more.Starting at
INR 149, it doesn't get
anyBig-ger and Treat-
fulthan thisl Offered at all
KFC restaurants across the
country; you can also place
an online order for your
favourites during the week (orbetter still,
pick onefavourite every day!). Oh, and did
we mention something ‘App-sol utely' amaz-
ing? Celebrate Big Treat Week, along with
the drool-worthy discounts, exclusively on
the KFC App and Website. So get closer to
that Bucket of Chicken Popcorn or Chicken
Strips - download the KFC App from the
Playstoreor visit online.kfc.co.innow.

Still need areason to join festivities of
the Big Treat Week? Well, it comes with
the added assurance of KFC's 4X Safety
Promise of Sanitization, Screening, Social
Distancing and ContactL essservice. We've
upped our existing stringent hygiene mea-
sureswith intensified sanitization every 30
minutes of all surface areas like tables,
counters, door handles, etc. Our delivery
teamswash & sanitize their hands & bags
after every order - great tasteddlivered safe
you see. All team members, including de-
livery riders, get screened regularly with
temperature checks; wear masksand gloves
at al times. Social distancingisfollowed at
the restaurants with floor stickers guiding
customers and delivery riders maintain

proper distance as they queue up for or-
ders. Weare making sureyou get your KFC
inacompletely contactless & safe manner
- through delivery, takeaway, KFC to your
Car/Bikeand during dine-inaswell. KFC
you soon then, at your nearest KFC res-
taurant or on the KFC App or Website
(online.kfc.co.in). And here'swishing you
an awesomeweek ahead...!

About KFC

KFC, asubsidiary of Yum! Brands, Inc.
(NYSE: YUM.),isaglobal chicken restau-
rant brand with a rich, decades-long his-
tory of successand innovation. It al started
with one cook, Colonel Harland Sanders,
who created a finger lickin' good recipe
morethan 75 yearsago, alist of secret herbs
and spices scratched out on the back of
the door to hiskitchen. Today we still fol-
low hisformulafor success, withreal cooks
breading and freshly preparing our deli-
cious chicken by hand in more than 23,000
restaurantsin over 140 countriesand terri-
tories around the world.

For more information, visit https://
onlinekfc.co.in/

VMware Appoints Guru
Venkatachalam as Chief Technology
Officer, Asia Pacific and Japan

India, January, 27: VMware, Inc. (NY SE:
VMW), aleading innovator in enterprise
software, has appointed Guru
Venkatachalam asVice President and Chief
Technology Officer for Asia Pacific and
Japan. Prior to this role, he was CTO of
CloudArchitectureat VMware. Guru leads
VMware's efforts in Asia Pacific and Ja-
pan to build trusted partnerships with
customers and partners and deliver solu-
tions aligned to their strategic priorities.
He will also play an integral role in the
further devel oping the company's cloud,
app modernization, networking, security,
and digital workspace platforms. With over
28yearsof experiencein I T, Guru hasdeep
expertiseinfinancial servicessector, where
he led several large enterprise
transformations,aswell asgloba engineer-
ing teams supporting thetransformation of
end-user computing. Speaking on his ap-
pointment, Greg Lavender, CTO, VMware
said, "Guru is a seasoned industry leader
who has driven large scale innovation
and expanded our CXO engagement in
AsiaPacific and Japan. | am delighted to
have him in the role of CTO for APJ as
we drive customer and partner engage-
ment in the region and help enterprises
transform with modern applications,
cloud, digital workspace and security."
"Companies have quickly adapted to new
ways of working, innovating, and deliver-
ing digital transformation. Now, they arein-
creasingly expected to do these things at

Indian startupsattract $10.
14 billion in fundingin 2020: Report

Mumbai, January 27 : The report said
Bengaluru, Delhi-NCR and Mumbai ac-
counted for 90% of the startup investments
inthe country, signalling concentration of
angel investors and appetite in these
regions.Indian startups are estimated to
have received USD 10.14 hillion in fund-
ing across more than 1,200 deals in 2020
despitethe COVID crisis, areport by con-
sulting firm HexGn said.Even though the
total investment received in 2020 islower
than that of 2019 (USD 14.5 hillion), the
number of dealswashigher by 20 per cent,
thereport said.President Ram Nath Kovind
address to the nation on the eve of India
72nd Republic Day Full TextPresident
Kovind hails Modi govt's 'easy loans for
small businessesto 'unleash entrepreneur-
ia spirit'Gautam Adanilndia on cusp of
start-up explosion boom, dozens of uni-
cornsin offing: Gautam Adani" Weather-
ing negative sentiment, seed-stageinvest-
ment dealsgrew by 50 per cent from USD

-

’
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speed and at scale, while still managing in-
vestment risk. I'm looking forward to col-
laborating with our customersand partners
inthisnew role, to help them fully execute
their technology roadmaps," said Guru
Venkatachalam. Guru'sappointment follows
theretirement of Bruce Davie, former Vice
President and Chief Technology Officer for
AsaPacific and Japan fromVMware.

About VMware

VMware software powers the world's
complex digital infrastructure. The
company's cloud, networking and security,
and digital workspace offerings provide a
dynamic and efficient digital foundation
to customers globally, aided by an exten-
sive ecosystem of partners. Headquartered
in Palo Alto, Cadlifornia, VMware is com-
mitted to being aforce for good, from its
breakthrough innovations to its global
impact. For more information, please
visithttps://www.vmware.com/
company.html

Govt plans to provide
Incentive for early
commencement of production
from auctioned mines

New Delhi, January, 27 : The government plans to pro-
vide incentive to mineral block allocatees for early com-
mencement of production from the auctioned mines, a
move aimed at increasing mineral output of the country
and reducing imports.commencement of production from
the auctioned mines, amove aimed at increasing mineral
output of the country and reducing imports. The mines
ministry plans to do the same through amendment of the
mining rules and has sought comments and suggestions
from stakeholders on the same. "The Ministry of Mines
has prepared the Mineral (Auction) Amendment Rules,
2021 seeking to amend Mineral (Auction) Rules, 2015.As
part of the pre-legislative consultation policy, the draft
Amendment Rulesis made available... Comments/ sug-
gestionsareinvited from the general public, governments
of statesand union territories, mining industry, stakehold-
ers, industry associations, and other persons and entities
concerned, on thedraft Amendment Rules,”" theminesmin-
istry saidinanotice. A highlevel committee (HL C) headed
by Vice Chairman, NITI Aayog, on mines, minerals and
coal sectors was congtituted by the government to give
recommendationsfor enhancing exploration and domestic
production, reducing imports and achieving rapid growth
in exports. The holding company faces debt maturities of
about $1.2 billion till March 2022.S& P revises Vedanta
Resources outlook from 'negative' to 'stable'Still, several
successful bidders of those working mines failed to start
production even after the lapse of 7-8 months of auction
and execution of mining leasesin their favour.Mines min-
istry proposes policy changes to spur iron ore
productionThe panel in its report on the coal sector has
recommended that the Ministry of Mines may also adopt
the methodol ogy for commercial auction as per the recom-
mendation of the coa sector.

353 million over 420 dealsin 2019to USD
372million over 672 dealsin 2020. Thisisa
good sign for people looking to plunge
into startups, as early-stage investors are
now keen to back risk-takersearly on," the
report noted.This can be attributed to the
work done by Invest India, Startup India,
AgNii and other agencies of the Indian
government to boost investor confidence
and entrepreneuria culture, it added.This
is the third year in a row that India has
kept itsnumber four position globally after
theUS, Chinaandthe UK .Globdly, startups
raised over USD 308 billioninfunding, with
the US garnering USD 165 hillion. The re-
port said Bengaluru, Delhi NCR and
Mumbai accounted for 90 per cent of the
startup investments in the country, signal-
ling concentration of angel investors and
appetiteintheseregions.Bengaluruled with
USD 4.3 hillionin startup investments, fol-
lowed by Delhi NCR (USD 3 hillion) and

Mumbai (USD 2hillion).
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Theaboveis photograph of Sri Atul Borah, S/o Late Dimbeswar Borah of
Baghjar Kack Gaon, P.S. & Dist. Jorhat has been missing from hishome since-
07/01/2021.

This refers to Bhogdoi OP GDE No- 137 Dtd; 09/01/2021

Descriptive Roll of the Missing Person :

1.Name Sri Atul Borah

2. Age 35 Years

3. Complexion Fair

4. Wearing Long Pant & Red-Whit Jacket
5. Height About 5’5"

All out effortsmay bemadeto trace out/recover the above noted missing man
and result there of may be intimated to this office at the following helpline num-
bers for further necessary action.

1. Superintendent of Police, Jorhat,
2. Office-in-Charge, Jorhat Police Station
3. Helpline No. : 0376-2320018 (Police Control Jorhat)

Sd/-
Superintendent of Police,
Jorhat, Assam

Janasanyog/D/10110/20
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The Assam Rising

Assam’s educationist Dr Ramesh

has immense contributions towards taking the thoughts of Assam’s great
Vaisnavite saint Srimanta Sankardevato foreign countries.In recognition of his
contributionstowardstheAssameselanguage and literature, Asam Sahitya Sabha,
the largest literary body of Assam, honoured him with the title of
‘ Sahityacharya . The Publication Board Assam recently conferred the Lifetime
Achievement Award 2020 on Dr Pathak.Assam chief minister Sarbananda Sonowal
and finance & education minister Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma have condoled the
demise of Dr Pathak.In his condolence message, Sonowal said, “1 express my
deep condolence at the demise of distinguished linguist and educationist Dr
Ramesh Pathak. | express my sympathy towards the bereaved family and wish
eternd peacefor the departed soul.” Assam'’srenowned linguist, educationist Dr
Ramesh Pathak passes avay 1In his condolence message, finance & education
minister Dr Sarmasaid, “| am saddened at the demise of distinguished litterateur,
researcher and scholar Dr Ramesh Pathak.” The demise of Dr Pathak is a huge
lossfor Assam as he made val uable contributions with his research on language
and literature, he added.

UL FA sets deadline : Threatens

released a video of the two kidnapped employees of the Quippo Oil and Gas
Infrastructure Limited showing the empl oyees appealing to the Chief Ministers
of Assam and Bihar to secure their early release.But in a statement released
today ULFA-I threatened the company and authorities of Assam and Bihar
saying that the concerned parties have not taken any special measures for the
release of thetwo oil officers.

CM inaugurates Ankia Bhaona

superstitious beliefs and practices through both the gurujona’s teachings and
saidthat programmeslike ankiabhaonasamaroh would be abletoincul cate moral
values among the youths. Sonowal also said that both the gurujonasleft behind
arich bouquet of social and cultural resources and he underlined theimportance
of shaping the younger generation with those resources to ingtil discipline and
peace in the society. Guru's teachings are equally important for the growth of
humane values in the society as the teachings of science and technology, he
remarked. Satradhikar of Uttar Kama abari SetraJanardan Deb Goswami gavethe
welcome address in the programme where Srimanta Sankardev Kalakshetra's
secretary Sudarshan Thakur was awarded Sewak Siromani title. Several
satradhikars, MLAs and many other dignaries were present on the occasion.

NDRF recovers bodies of four

fell into theriver. Localsand boatmen acted promptly and managed to rescue 9
of them. The rescuers could not trace the other four victims.The NDRF team
arrived at the spot immediately but could not carry on their search operation
due to poor visibility and they had to wait for the dawn.L ater, on Wednesday
morning the NDRF team recovered the bodies of the four victims. The four
have beenidentified asRgjiyaTikaa(24), Sufiyan Chauhan(9), Sehil Chauhan(15),
Pranab Ray(30).It isto be mentioned that, the family went to Baghmorafor a
picnic party from Jorhat.Other people present in the spot accused the boatmen
of running the boats with no safety measures. Also, they said that the boats are
always overloaded with visitors and that is one of the major reasons for the
accident.” Thesearelocd boats. They should not ride with more than 5-6 people
a atime but asyou have seen, 13 people were being carried when the accident
took place,” said alocal resident.

Union Budget 2021 Finance Ministry

is applicable for individual tax payers up to 60 years of age.The Centre may
increase standard deduction under old income tax regime. The standard deduc-
tionisan amount that is deducted from an individua’s salaried taxable income,
thusreducing thetaxableincome. Finance Minister NirmaaSitharaman, in Bud-
get 2020, had added threeincometax dabsinthetax structuretoincentivissmore
savings. TheFederation of Indian Chambersof Commerceand Industry (FICCI)
was quoted as saying in a Livemint report that the standard deduction for
salaried employees should be increased to Rs 1 lakh. Citing the expensesin-
curred by employees in setting up home offices, FICCI said that the Centre
should consider such araiseinthelimit. The Confederation of Indian Industry
(CII) has dso said that the limit of standard deduction should be hiked sub-
stantially due to rising inflation. The report quoted Aditya Chopra, Managing
Partner of Victoriam Legalis, as saying that for taxpayers awaiting a pleasant
surprise a a time when the economy is battered by the pandemic, the an-
nouncement could be a"rabbit in the hat moment”.

Saskala, expelled AIADMK

anofficial bulletin. A large number of supporters of the 66-year-old closeaide
of former Tamil Nadu Chief Minister late J Jayalalithaalined up outside the
Victoria Hospital, raised slogans in her favour and distributed sweets in
celebration.Sasikalawas in prison since February 2017 along with llavarasi
and | ate Jayal alithaa'sfoster son VN Sudhakaran in connection with the Rs66
croredisproportionate assets case.Sasikalawas charged with hatching acrimi-
nal conspiracy with Jayalalithaa, with whom she was closely associated,
and amassing wealth disproportionate to the known source of her
income.The September 27, 2014, order of the Special Court awarding im-
prisonment and fine of Rs 10 crore each, was upheld by the Supreme
Court on February 14, 2017. Sasikala, Ilavarasi and Sudhakaran had held
huge properties in their names to the tune of crores of rupees from July
1991 to April 1996, though they did not have such a source of income.
While Sudhakaran was freed amonth ago, Ilavarasi will bereleased inthe
first week of February.Sasikala's release from prison comes close to As-
sembly electionsin Tamil Nadu, duein April-May thisyear.

PMAY (U) Cup 2021 held under

Hailakandi Municipa Board, DespmaaGodaand City Project Manager, NULM,
Mahbubur Rahman Parvez Laskar. Speaking on the occasion as chief guest,
DDC, Laskar said gamesand sports play apivota rolein building camarade-
rieand bonhomie and keep oneself fit and healthy. Laskar said he would take
up the matter with the directorate of sports and youth affairs to hold more
games and sports in the district as it is a great unifying force and a stress
buster'. Project Director, PMAY (U), Daimary, who presided over the prize
distribution function, underscored the importance of games and sports for
both mental and physical well being. Executive Officer, Hailakandi Municipal
Board, Goala said just like games and sports help to instill sportsmanship
spirit, different branches of an establishment must also work in tandem for
better work culture and results. City Project Manager, NULM, Laskar, in his
address, requested the district administration to organise sporting activities
with all the line departments to combat stress for better performance.

Soldier martyred, 3 others

placein Shamshipuraareaof Khanabal inthedistrict.An Indian Army soldier
was martyred and three others injured on Wednesday in aterrorist attack in
Kulgamdistrict of Jammu and Kashmir. Thisisthefirst terrorist attack of 2021
in Jammu and Kashmir.|n astatement, the Indian Army said that one of them
iscritically injuredin the attack that took placein Shamshipuraareaof Khanabal
in the district. All the injured soldiers have been admitted to Srinagar's 92
Base Hospital for treatment." Terrorists lobbed a grenade on Army's Road
Opening Party (ROP) during the sanitisation drill at 1015 hours today in
general area Shamshipura, Khanabal, Kulgam. Four soldiers sustained splin-
ter injuries. Provided first aid and have been evacuated to 92 Base Hospital.
Details follow," read the statement.At first, four soldiers were injured and
later police official confirmed that one among the four injured soldiers suc-
cumbed to hisinjuries. "Yes, it'svery sad one soldier have succumbed to his
injuries on the way to the hospital. The area is under cordon and we are
conducting searchesjointly in the area,” said the police official.

Sourav Ganguly admitted to Apollo

in Kolkata's Woodlands Hospital after he was diagnosed with three blocked
coronary arteries.  Ganguly was admitted after suffering a mild heart attack,
where he also underwent angioplasty. He was | ater released from the hospital
on January 7. Speaking to reporters outside the hospital then, Ganguly con-
firmed that he has recovered completely and also expressed his gratitude to-
wardsthe medical staff. "I thank the doctors at the hospital for the treatment. |
am absolutely fine," says BCCI President Sourav Ganguly had said.

PM Modi expresses happiness

Over 550 Accounts After Delhi ViolenceSeveral books on the honourable
PM have aready been published in several regional languages, but thisis
thefirst timewhen two different books have been simultaneously published
in the same language. Sanyal said, “Thisis the golden jubilee year of our
Publication House and these two books are the major publications as a part
of this year-long celebration.” He moreover spoke out his feelings that
these two books will be regarded as a proud and meaningful event in the
history of Assamese Book Publication.

Digtribution of gift items of the
Chief Minister among the Govt.
Recognised journalists of Barpeta

Barpeta, Jan 27:
All the recognised
journalists of the
Government of
Assam in Barpeta
district have re-
ceived due honors.
Chief Minister
Sarbananda
Sonawal today dis-
tributed gifts to
journaliststhrough |
Barpetadistrict ad-
ministrationinabid
to give them dignity and inspire them in their field. In Courtesy of Barpeta
District Administration and initiative of the District Information and Public
Relations Office, the gift items of the Chief Minister were officialy distributed
among thejournalistsin the meeting room of the District commissioner Office
today. The programincludes District Deputy Commissioner MunindraSharma,
District Development Commissioner Diganta Das, Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Navgjit Pathak, District Information and Public Relations Officer
Bikash Sharmaand some officials of health department. Thisgiftsaredistrib-
uted among about 45 journalistsfrom the district who are recognized by the
Government of Assam. In addition to the gift items, each Journalistsisgreeted
by a Gamosha. The Barpeta District Committee of the Indian JournalistsAs-
sociation (I1JA) thanks to the steps taken by the Chief Minister's gift items
distribution among the journalists of the Government of Assam.

During the tenure of BJP Government,
the poor people become poorer while rich
become richer: MP Gaurab Gogoi

NAGAON, January 27 : Aspart of theensuing Assembly Election, the oppo-
sition Congress clarioned the trumpet of electoral war at historical Ambagan
Jagadhatri Pujabari field in Samaguri constituency on Sunday last. Youth
Congress of Samaguri constituency organized a 'Youths Unity Samaruh' at
Ambagan Jagadhatri Pujabari field where several national as well as state's
heavyweight party leaders from all wings of Congress participated. | naugu-
rating the Samaruh, the Assam Pradesh Congress Committee (APCC) and
Rajya SabhaMP, Ripun Borasaid the Samaruh ironically ensured asnone can
make abar against Congressin Samaguri constituency and it will encourage
the party workersto enrich its enthusiasm in other constituencies of the state.
Slamming the recent tour of PM Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah to the
state, the state Congress president Bora said that both the saffron leaders
could remember the peopl e of Assam just ahead of an election, not during the
crucia timeof flood, erosion and the period of COVID 19 pandemic situation.
Criticizing PM Modi, Boraclaimed that the richest state of ‘AstaLakshmi'in
the country as termed earlier by PM Modi now had turned into the poorest
state. Mentioning Modi and his party as adeceiver and cheater, Borafurther
said theruling BJP and itsleaders are not on the ground rather flapping in the
air. Gracing the occasion, MP Gaurab Gogoi said the BJPled codlition govern-
ments at the center and in the state have never thought about the poor people
for which during the tenure of its government, the poor people in the state as
well asinthe country become poorer whilerich people becomericher. Criticiz-
ing the attitude as well asfascist activities of the ruling alliance against the
democratic movementsinitiated by a slew of students' organizations, Gogoi
said the ruling BJP is afraid of those democratic movements for which the
ruling BJP wanted to retain al forms of agitations across the state. Gogoi
however urged the president of Asom Jatiya Parishad, L urinjyoti Gogoi and
KM SS|eader and the president of Raijor Dal, Akhil Gogoi to be merged with
the great aliance of Congress so that the alliance can ousted the saffron party
from the state's power. On the other hand, attending the event as the chief
guest, president of All IndiaYouth Congress Committee, SrinivasBV said that
Modi led Union Government deceived the youth community of the entire
country. Referring his promises towards the youths before el ection, Srinivas
said Modi promised to provide around 25 lacks jobs to the youth of the
country per annum. But in reality, how many jobs have been provided till date
in the country by Modi? Srinivas questioned adding that if any oneraiseshis
word, heor shewould be awarded astraitor. He however claimed that instead
of the people of the country, Modi Government is working only for Adani,
Ambani and Amit Shah's son, Joy Shah. Hea so alleged that many ministers
of Modi government held fake educational certificates and because of
which they were not able to assume the hardships of those educated
youths of the country. Apart from that, Srinivas said BJP's flagship slogan
- 'Beti basao, Beti parhao’ isbeing termed as 'Beti parhao, BJP Netase Beti
Basao'. Inthe Samaruh, former MP and the president of All IndiaMahila
Congress, Susmita Deb, MLA and former minister Rokibul Hussain, Ex
MLA Dr Durlav Chamua, Mira Borthakur and other party leaders were
present and spoke about party agendas for ensuing Assembly Election.

Congress Leader Jamal Uddin
Ahmed Passes Away

Guwahati, January 27 : Congressleader and Badarpur MLA, Jamal Uddin
Ahmed, has passed away in the wee hours of Wednesday at Karimganj Civil
Hospital. He was 66.As per reports, Ahmed was suffering from diabetes and
had not been keeping well in recent times. He was referred to the Silchar
Medical College Hospital (SMCH) but died before he could be shifted.L eaders
cutting across party lines condoled the Congress leader’s demise.Chief Min-
ister Sarbananda Sonowal was one of the first to express grief on his death.
“ Saddened to learn about the demise of veteran Congress|eader and Badarpur
MLA Jamal Uddin Ahmed. Praying for the departed soul, | offer my sincere
condolencesto hisfamily and well-wishers,” he tweeted.Assam cabinet min-
ister Himanta Biswa Sarma al so tweeted in Assamese — “Mourning the de-
mise of Badarpur MLA and veteran Congress|eader Jamal UddinAhmed. He
will be remembered for his selfless contributions for the devel opment to the
State. | offer my sincere condolencesto hisfamily and well-wishers.
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Retired teacher and social activist
Kanchan Saikia died

SIPAJHAR, Jan 27 : Death occurred of
prominent retired teacher and social activ-
ist Kanchan Saikiaof Duni in Darrang dis-
trict. She was 86 and left behind his three
son and five daughters. She was born in
1934 at Bhuktabari village as daughter of
late Podo Ram Baruaand late Maniki Barua
She had started her teacher life as teacher
of Maroi BalikaBidyalayain 1952 and later
serving as teacher at Sipajhar BJ GirlsLP
School, MahariparalLower Primary Schooal,
Borbori Primary School, Gabhara-
Dalongghat Primary School and Duni MV
School with reputation. Shewasretired from
Duni MV School in 1997.Since her younger
life she had earned reputation as one of the :
singer with her melodious voice. As cultural and literary activists she also
wrote poetry and composed songs. She was the founder president of Duni
Mahila Samitee. Shewasthe mother of MLA, Sipajhar LAC Binandakumar
Saikia. Her death iswidely mournsin the entire Sipajhar area. Various organi-
zations and individuals have expressed their deep sorrow over the her death
and send condol ences to the bereaved family members.

Covaxin " Effectively
Neutralises' UK Covid Srain,
Claims Bharat Biotech

New Delhi, Jan 27 : Vaccine maker Bharat Biotech said today that its
coronavirus vaccine Covaxin has been found effective against the UK vari-
ant of the virus, which is considered 70 per cent more infectious than the
Wuhan variety and is more lethal. In a tweet today, Bharat Biotech said
"Covaxin effectively neutralises UK variants of SARS-CoV-2 reducing the
possibility of mutant virus escape”.In thetweet, the firm also enclosed alink
to the findings of it is research, which was conducted by scientists of the
National Institute of Virology. The report, however, is yet to be peer
reviewed..A vaccine developed by US company Pfizer Inc and its German
partner BioNTechisalso likely to protect against the moreinfectious variant,
astudy posted on online archive bioRxiv.org said last week.Covaxin, which
isdtill intrial stage, was approved for use by the country's drugs regulatory
authority earlier this month. The regulator, however, said the vaccine's use
will beintheclinical triadl mode, meaning al itsrecipientswill betracked and
monitored asif they areintria. In Delhi, thevaccineisbeing administeredin
the six centrally run hospitals. So far, more than 2 million people have been
vaccinated across the country. The UK variant of the virus, which Covaxin
was tested against, could be more deadly, British doctors have found.Last
week, UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson said the strain which is sweeping
Britain and beyond in could be more deadly aswell asmoretransmissible."In
addition to spreading more quickly, it also now appears that there is some
evidence that the new variant... may be associated with a higher degree of
mortality,” Mr Johnson told reporters on Friday.British government's chief
scientist Patrick Vallance said the strain could be 30 to 40 per cent more
deadly for some age groups, though thereis not enough dataon thisyet.Over
the past week, Covid-linked deaths in the UK have gone up by 16 per cent.
The number of people hospitalised is nearly double the number of April,
when the country was battling the first wave of the pandemic.

SOSChildren'sVillage
observed National Girl
Child Day in Hoja

Hojai, January 27 : WNENUE
SOS Children’s Vil-
lages Family
Strengthening Pro-
gram, Hojai had ob-
served the National 4%
Girl Child Day at §
Kumrokata  and £
Dhanuhar Basti Com-
munity of Hojai on
Monday. The objec-
tive of the Program
was to spread - Bt
consiousness and awareness regarding the different developmental Rights
and issuesrelated to Girl Children. Four Balpanchayat members of the pro-
gram including SHG leaders and village stakeholders participated in the
program.Notably, Family Strengthening Program isan outreach Program of
SOS Children’sVillagesworking with familiesand preventing child abandon-
ment. Currently under the Family Strengthening Program 800 direct benefi-
ciariesfrom 228 deprived families of fivecommunitiesareavailing benefits.On
the day aPainting competition on thetheme of Girl Child wasdepictedinthe
art paper by the children. A debate competition onthetopic of Girl Child on
the eye of Present Day Society was organized. Children shared thereviews
very nicely . Intheend awareness Program related to issueson girl children
in society and I nteractive and informative sessions on girls nutrition, eduation,
menstrua hygiene, child marriage, legal rights of girls were delivered. Mr.
Somnath Dey, Mr. Niranjan Das,Mr. Chitta Ranjan Mohanty shared their
views on the occasion. All the COVID 19 directives of Govt. were followed
during the program.

Voters Day celebrated with great
enthusiasm in Barpeta

Barpeta, Jan 27: Nationa Voters Day isbeing celebrated in Barpetadistrict
along with other parts of the country today with great enthusiasm. On this
occasion, Munindra Sharma, District Deputy Commissioner, led a bicycle
team from District library at 10 am. Thegroup iscomprised of Superintendent
of Police Dr. Rabin Kumar Singh, ADC Navijit Pathak and alarge number of
staff, students, locals and members of Barpeta Press Club. A public meeting
washeld at the premises of district library . At the meeting chaired by District
Information and Public Relations Officer Bikash Sharma, Munindra Sharma
greeted 10 new voters with Fulam Gamosha . Speaking on the occasion,
District Deputy Commissioner Munindra Sharma said that the door is still
open for al eligible adult Indian citizens to apply for inclusion in the voter
list. At the beginning of the meeting, he administered the oath of allegiance
to the peoplein animpartial manner, freefrom temptation and influence, while
upholding the dignity of the country's democratic tradition.

Amitabh Boraéelected asvicepresdent of
Assam Bodybuilder sand FitnessAssociation

NAGAON, January 27: Noted social activist, sportsman and businessman of
thetown, Amitabh Borawas elected as vice president of Assam Bodybuilders
and Fitness Association on Saturday last. The election of association washeld
in presence of observer from Assam OlympicAssociation at Hotel Landmark in
Guwahati on January 23. Hisinclusion to the premiere state sports body will
have a boost to the sports scenario in the district so far, arelease added.
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Manchester City go top after Guindogan
turns on style in 5-0 rout of West Brom

Manchester, January 27

Manchester City became the ninth
team to top the Premier League this
season but while Pep Guardiola
claimed the table is the last thing
he will look at, his team appear set
to stay significantly involved in
this title race. The numbers behind
this victory are staggering but
barely do justice to how superior
Guardiola's team were to humbled
West Brom.llkay Giindogan
continued his hot streak by scoring
twice as his manager paid tribute
to his neighbour. "He's an
exceptional human being to start
with," Guardiola said, "and an
exceptional player." City made light
of the absence of Kevin De Bruyne
to record an 11th successive wins
in all competitions for the first time
since 2017.It seems hard to
conceive West Brom managed to
draw 1-1 at the Etihad Stadium last
month, especially as that was the
game in which they traded Slaven
Bilic for Sam Allardyce as manager.
They have now conceded 29 goals
in their 10 Premier League games
at The Hawthorns this season and
sit six points adrift of safety, with
the worst goal difference in the
division. They are the first team
since Chelsea in 1978 to concede
at least three goals in five
successive top flight home games.
That derby win at Wolves a
fortnight ago seems a mirage.City
have the best goal difference and,
while they will be overtaken if
Manchester United beat Sheffield
United on Wednesday, they are

seven points clear of the ailing
champions Liverpool. With
Sheffield United and Burnley next
for City before a visit to Anfield,
Guardiola's third title at the Etihad
looks within his hands."The last
thing I'm thinking about is the
league table," he said. "Now [ want
to get home safely, have a few days
off, then Sheffield United. What's
important is to be calm, like when
we were 12th." This City certainly
are, even if they were aided by

Albion's meekness. Never mind
assistant referee Sian Massey-Ellis
raising a misguided flag for City's
second goal, the home team
appeared to be waving a white flag
as they were four down by half-
time.The loss of De Bruyne to a
hamstring injury last week could
have been a glimmer of
vulnerability but Giindogan is
finding the form of his life in a more
advanced role. He has now scored
seven times in eight league games

as City adapt to life without a
regulation centre forward by
getting the midfielders to score
instead. Yet City had looked rattled
inside two minutes when Ederson
saved from Semi Ajayi at close
range as Darnell Furlong hurled in
a succession of long throw-ins.
City responded and, after Sam
Johnstone tipped Phil Foden's
shot on to a post, Glindogan took
a neat touch to his right on the D
before lofting a neat shot into the

-

far corner in the sixth minute.In a
tight match, Massey's indecisive
flag for the second goal might have
been controversial. Only after
Riyad Mahrez had received Joao
Cancelo's pass out wide and
started dribbling back did she
signal for offside. When the ball
came back for Cancelo to take
control and shoot into the far top
corner, left-footed, it was unclear
whether the West Brom defence
had stopped for the flag or not. At

Nadal takes veiled swipe at

Djokovic over Australian

Open quarantine

the moment, it is difficult to tell the
difference. VAR showed Mahrez
had been played onside by
Furlong and the offside decision
was overturned. "You can't tell me
about all that play to the whistle
stuff," Allardyce said. "That's
nonsense. The assistant referee
made a mistake but that was just
one mistake. We made lots more
than that." Callum Robinson shot
just wide from a good chance for
West Brom before Giindogan made
it 3-0. Karlan Grant nodded the ball
back towards Romaine Sawyers but
Giindogan picked it off his
opponent and shot home left-footed
from 20 yards.Mahrez scored just
before half-time in trademark style
as he cut inside after collecting
Raheem Sterling's crossfield pass
and swerved home a left-footed
shot. West Brom signalled their bid
for damage limitation at half-time by
replacing their centre-forward
Callum Robinson with a third centre-
half in Kyle Bartley; City replaced
Foden and Giindogan. It was like a
tacit agreement to go easy for more
realistic challenges ahead.Rodri
shot against the top of the crossbar
as City remained so encamped
deep in West Brom territory their
holding midfielder fancied his
chances of a goal.Then he sand-
wedged a delightfully angled ball
for Mahrez to run on to and,
delicate as you like, half-volley a
square pass across goal for
Sterling to tap in his ninth goal in
all competitions this season. Who
needs strikers?

Sam Underhill pulls out
of England's Six Nations
squad with hip i 1njury

London, January 27 : England have been
dealt yet another blow before their Six
Nations title defence with Sam Underhill
the latest frontline forward to withdraw
from Eddie Jones's squad on Tuesday.
Underhill has a hip injury and after being
assessed by England's medical staff he
pulled out with Wasps' Jack Willis taking
his place.Jones was already without Joe
Marler, Mako Vunipola, Joe Launchbury
and Kyle Sinckler for England's Six
Nations opener against Scotland on
Saturday week and Underhill's absence
means he will be without half his first-
choice pack.The Bath director of rugby,
Stuart Hooper, is hopeful Underhill will
be out of action for weeks rather than
months, suggesting he may be fit before
the end of the championship, but
conceded England go into their Calcutta
Cup clash without "one of the best
flankers in the world"."It is
disappointing news first up for him," said
Hooper, who confirmed Underhill
sustained the injury against Wasps this
month. "The outlook is generally pretty
positive. We are talking weeks rather
than anything else. We know from Sam
the destructive nature of his game and
the ability he has got on both sides of
the ball with carrying and defence."
Underhill's injury means England's
formidable back-row trio, also featuring
Billy Vunipola and Tom Curry, will be
broken up for the foreseeable future with
Willis, Ben Earl, Mark Wilson and
Courtney Lawes among the options to
step in. Wilson and Earl were included in
the initial 28-man squad but the former
has not played for England since last

[

March and the latter has won all eight of
his caps from the replacements bench.

Lawes is fit again while Willis made a try-
scoring debut against Georgia last
November and has been promoted from
the shadow squad.Jones, who will miss
the first day of the training camp at St
George's Park on Wednesday because he
is self-isolating, has also added Alec
Hepburn - last seen in an England jersey
in November - Dave Ribbans and Lewis
Ludlam to those players effectively on
standby.Meanwhile, Jones's former
assistant Paul Gustard has been
appointed as Benetton's defence coach,
less than a week after his shock departure
from Harlequins. Writing on his LinkedIn
page, Gustard said: "I decided in
December that [ wanted a new experience
and challenge, and was pleased to have
so many different opportunities
domestically, internationally and abroad
available. I wanted to join a group where
there was a clear vision, deep level of trust
and a dynamic environment which was
driven towards high performance."

Chris Silverwood stands by
England's tourlng rotation policy

London, January 27 : Chris
Silverwood has asked England

here, Buttler's departure after one
Test in India is perhaps the most

London, January 27 : Rafael Nadal has
responded to criticism of his silence on
the ongoing imbroglio over Australian
Open quarantine conditions with a
veiled swipe at Novak Djokovic.
Djokovic has courted controversy over
the past week for publicly lobbying
Tennis Australia and the Victorian state
government to loosen restrictions for
the 72 overseas players forced into hard
quarantine after traveling on flights
with confirmed positive coronavirus
cases.But it was Nadal who became the
target of criticism from Argentinian
player Guido Pella, who described his
silence as "strange" last
week."Djokovic's balcony is bigger
than my room but at least he said
something," Pella said. "I'm surprised
with Nadal and Thiem's silence."Nadal,
the 20-times grand slam champion who
is keeping his own quarantine in
Adelaide, hit back at those criticisms in

an interview with ESPN
on Monday and
appeared to reference
Djokovic."Some need to
make public all these
things they do for
others, some of us do it
in a more private way
without having to
publicize everything,"
Nadal told ."The calls
we make to help the most
disadvantaged players,
some of us don't need or want to
advertise it."Nadal went on to address
the alleged favoritism shown to the top
players who have been placed in the
separate Adelaide bubble."There has
been talk that Adelaide people have
better conditions, but I have not
heard from any Melbourne player that
some have much better rooms than
others," he explained."l have not
seen some of those who have
complained so much about the
conditions in Adelaide complaining
about the conditions of the more than
20 players who have not
practiced."Complaints always come
from a disadvantaged position. At the
time of talking about fair play or equal
conditions, people don't tend to
complain about the position of those
who are worse off than them."In the end
we all try to get the most out of our
possibilities and help each other."

supporters to understand the need
for key players to miss Tests as the
head coach and his fellow
selectors grapple with a uniquely
congested winter that is
bookended by two Indian Premier
League tournaments.Jonny
Bairstow, Mark Wood and Sam
Curran are due to head home to
rest following the 2-0 win in Sri
Lanka, while Ben Stokes and Jofra
Archer, already quarantining in
Chennai ahead of the first Test
starting next week, missed that
initial series to take their allotted
break. With Bairstow considered
one of the better players of spin
but not back until the third of the
four Tests in India, and the
wicketkeeper Jos Buttler flying
home after the first and not
returning until the white-ball leg of
the tour, England will be under
strength against a side who have
lost just once in their past 35 home
Tests.Asked about the much-
debated rotation policy,
Silverwood replied: "I stand by it.
We've got to look after our people.
We're spending a lot of time locked
in hotel rooms inside bio-secure
bubbles and it's not easy. It's good
that we're being proactive and
looking after people. I'm perfectly
happy with the system."This is a
winter like no other, it must be said.

-

The pandemic has both packed the
schedule - the Sri Lanka tour was
meant to be last March - and
thrown up additional challenges to
player welfare through its
restrictive bubble lifestyle, as
highlighted by England's issues in
South Africa before
Christmas.Other than Wood,
however, all of the players listed
above featured in the seven-week
IPL in October and November, and
have been retained by their teams
for the next edition of the
tournament in April. There is
cricketing merit to the IPL, no
question, but also life-changing
money that leaves the England
management now feeling incapable
of ordering anyone to skip it.Asked
to explain this to England fans,
Silverwood replied: ""What can you
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say? We've decided to rest and
rotate, we've decided we need to
look after the players. And I do
believe we have to be proactive in
looking after them, rather than wait
until there's a problem. The players
can't be with us all the time because
it's not the world we live in."That
the Test team suffers this winter is
also due to a desire to field a full
strength Twenty20 side during the
white-ball leg of the India tour in
preparation for the World T20 in the
same conditions later this year. Eoin
Morgan, the white-ball captain, is
perhaps a more powerful voice at
the table than his Test equivalent,
Joe Root, although the longer
format will take precedence this
summer. With Archer's return
covering the loss of Wood, and
Olly Stone another 90mph option

No players inducted to baseball's Hall of Fame

London, January 27 : The baseball Hall
of Fame won't have any new players in
the class of 2021 after voters decided
no one had the merits on-the-field or off
for enshrinement in Cooperstown on
this year's ballot.Curt Schilling, Barry
Bonds and Roger Clemens were among
the closest in voting by members of the
Baseball Writers' Association of
America released Tuesday, and the trio
will have one more chance at election
next year. It's the first time the BBWAA
didn't choose anyone since
2013.Schilling, a right-handed ace who
won three World Series, finished 16
votes short of the 75% threshold
necessary for enshrinement after
coming up 20 votes shy last year. His
on-field accomplishments face little
dispute, but Schilling has ostracized
himselfin retirement by directing hateful
remarks toward Muslims, transgender
people, journalists and others."It's all
right, the game doesn't owe me
anything," Schilling said during a live

video stream on his Tw1tter
account.Bonds (61.8%) and Clemens
(61.6%) joined Schilling in falling short
on their ninth tries on the ballot. Both
face strong PED suspicions, but Bonds
has also been accused of domestic
violence and Clemens of maintaining a
decade-long relationship with a singer
who was 15 when they met.Schilling,
Clemens and Bonds will be joined on
next year's ballot by sluggers Alex
Rodriguez and David Ortiz. Rodriguez
was suspended for all of the 2014 season
for violating MLB's PED policy and
collective bargaining agreement, and
Ortiz's name allegedly appeared on a list

of players who tested positive in
2003.0mar Vizquel, an 11-time Gold
Glove winner, dropped from 52.6% last
yearto49.1% after his wife accused him
of repeated domestic abuses in
December. Braves star Andruw Jones,
arrested in 2012 on a domestic violence
charge, got 33.9% in his fourth year.
Rockies slugger Todd Helton, who
pleaded guilty to driving under the
influence and was sentenced to two
days in jail last year, got 44.9% in his
third time on the ballot.Some players
missed out over old-fashioned baseball
disagreements, too. Slick-fielding third
baseman Scott Rolen moved from 35.3%
t0 52.9% and hard-throwing closer Billy
Wagner from 31.7% to 46.4%. With the
Hall of Fame's Era Committees
postponing their scheduled elections
until next offseason because of the
pandemic, there won't be a 2021 Hall
class.Cooperstown won't be without
celebration next summer, though. After
the 2020 ceremony in the upstate New

as Schtllmg and Bonds miss cut

York village was canceled due to the
pandemic, Yankees great Derek Jeter and
five-tool star Larry Walker will take center
stage on 25 July, a year later than planned.
They'll be honored alongside catcher
Ted Simmons and late players'
association chief Marvin Miller.
BBWAA members are instructed to elect
Hall members "based upon the player's
record, playing ability, integrity,
sportsmanship, character, and
contributions to the team(s) on which
the player played." At a time when social
justice movements are pushing for a
broader reckoning on sexual
misconduct and racial inequality,
character evaluation took on an
outsized role in this election cycle.
While the Hall's inductees already
include racists, cheaters, philanderers
and criminals, the current voting bloc
has narrowly, in many cases taken a
stand against candidates they think
have insufficient integrity.Schilling a six-
time All-Star over 20 seasons with

Baltimore, Houston, Philadelphia,
Arizona and Boston has been embroiled
in controversy throughout his
retirement.He launched a video game
company, 38 Studios, that went
bankrupt shortly after receiving a $75m
loan guarantee from Rhode Island, then
was fired as an ESPN analyst after he
sent tweets comparing Muslim
extremists to Nazi-era Germans and
posted derogatory Facebook comments
about transgender people. Months later,
Schilling was again criticized after using
social media to applaud a T-shirt calling
for journalists to be lynched.On 6
January the day of the attack on the US
Capitol, he said the following in a
message on his Twitter account:"You
cowards sat on your hands, did
nothing while liberal trash looted rioted
and burned for air Jordan's and big
screens, sit back .... and watch folks
start a confrontation for (expletive)
that matters like rights, democracy and
the end of govt corruption.

significant loss for Root. In Sri
Lanka Buttler demonstrated his
wicketkeeping can stand up to the
additional pressure of spinning
pitches and his batting - averaging
65 - did not suffer as a result. While
Bairstow also impressed, forging
two century partnerships
alongside Root, the Yorkshireman
was less certain to keep his place
in the first-choice XI; Rory Burns
is back to open after paternity
leave, the vice-captain Stokes
returns to the middle order and
Ollie Pope is now deemed a chance
to be fit for the first Test.Speaking
to the Evening Standard about his
break, Bairstow said: "If they
hadn't given me the break now,
then when? It's the way of the
world at the moment and there's no
one who plays all three formats
doing the whole tour."Asked to
assess Bairstow's performance in
Sri Lanka, Silverwood replied:
"Jonny asked me the same
question and I said he'd done very
well. He went into bat during some
difficult periods and applied
himself well on testing wickets.
was pleased with him."He'll come
back into the group then the rest is
down to selection. We don't make
any guarantees to anybody - I
don't think you can. I do think it's
right he has a rest. Jonny is very
busy, a multi-format player and
we've got to give him a bit of time
at home to chill out."For the
players flying to Chennai on
Wednesday a six-day hotel-room
quarantine awaits before three
days of training leading into the
first Test. As well as the
encouraging news about Pope, who
underwent surgery on a dislocated
shoulder last September,
Silverwood said that Moeen Ali
would be in contention after
recovering from Covid-19.The two-
spinner strategy is likely to remain
in place, however, meaning the
incumbents Jack Leach and Dom
Bess will surely get the first
opportunity. Silverwood also
admitted the performances of Stuart
Broad and Jimmy Anderson - "it's a
privilege to have both of them" -
could yet see the experienced duo
paired at some stage, despite the
main plan being to rotate them in
one berth.On the challenge of
facing India, fresh from their famous
victory in Australia, Silverwood
said: "Do I think we can beat them?
Yes. [ always take the positive side
of things. If we come out on top of
this one, confidence will go through
the roof for us."




STOPPAGE

X
& Q THURSDAY, JANUARY 28, 2021

TheAssam Rising =

'I'vegot to makethemost of it whilel can’

London, January 27 : Alistair
Brownleewantsto becomethefirst
athleteto completeanironmanrace
in less than seven hours. Photo-
graph: World Triathlon"I've just
been out training for three and a
half hoursand it hasrained for ev-
ery single second," says Alistair

Brownlee, in a tone that almost
veers into relish. "The weather is
horrendous. Everywhere'sflooded.
You can hardly run anywhere be-
causeit's so muddy and wet." And
yet the double Olympic triathlon
champion still splishes and
splashesontowardsfurther glories,
eveninthisbleskest of midwinters,
having set hissights on an extraor-
dinary double crescendo to cap his
career. The first part? Winning a
thirdtriathlon gold medal in Tokyo
this summer. But then, Brownlee
says, heintendstofollow it upwith
something even more audacious:
becoming thefirst manto complete
an ironman sequence in less than
seven hours. "I am not getting any
younger," says Brownlee, who
turns33inApril."Sol'vegottomake
themost of it whilel can." The best
timefor afull ironman distance - a

2.4-mileswim, 112 milecycleand
26.2-milerun-is7hr 35min, by the
German Jan Frodeno. However, in
echoes of Eliud Kipchoge's sub
two-hour marathon project,
Brownleg'sideais to use technol-
ogy to create history."It would be
impossible under normal condi-

tions," says Brownlee, who will
make the attempt in the spring of
2022. "But like with the sub two-
hour marathon, wearechoosing the
boundaries. We will have specia
HUUB wetsuitsthat will bethicker
than permitted under ironmanrules,
and provide more buoyancy and
make us faster. While on the bike,
we will draft off pacerslikein the
Tour de France. Asthebikeisover
112 miles, that's the obvious place
to find the time."It will be an a-
mighty challenge, with organisers
claming Brownleawill neadtosvim
a the pace of an Olympic open-
water medallist, cycleat anaverage
speed of morethan 30mphand run
a sub 2hr 30min marathon."What
makesit so hard isthat thereare so
many moving partsto an ironman,
even when compared to an Olym-
picdistancetriathlon[1500m swim,

40km bike and 10km run]," says
Brownlee."You'vegot to fuel your-
sdf correctly for seven hours, which
ishard givenweall get sick of gels.
You have to get your fluids right.
Onthebikethingslikeaerodynam-
ics and helmet position are so im-
portant because if you save your-
sdf fivewatts or 10 watts, that'sa
significant difference. Andthereis
aso that fear - have | gone five
minutes too hard, and is that go-
ing to cost me?'Brownlee knows
just how painful it can get when
thingsgowrong. Thefirst timehe
raced anironman, & theworld cham-
pionshipsin Konain 2019, heblew
up in the heat on the run and
dropped from third place to 214t.
"At one point there was nothing
on this planet that would have
made me run at even afive-min-
utes-a-kilometre pace. There's no
way | wasn't finishing but those
fina 10 milesweretheworst of my
life."Alistair (right) and Jonny

" Brownlee hold a union flag with

their gold and silver medalsaround
their neck after the men'striathlon
at theRio Olympics Six weekslater,
though, Brownlee competed in an-
other ironmanraceinAustraliaand
won by more than 10 minutes and
smashed the course record, finish-
ingin7hr45min.WhileBrownleewill
attempt to go under seven hoursin
ayet-to-be-decided venue, another
Briton, Lucy Charles-Barclay, will
am to become the first woman to
dip under eight hours. Their attempt
will bebacked by the Pho3nix Foun-
dation, a Polish not-for-profit
organisation that supports sport-
ing participation among young
people."They are dl about inspir-
ing activity and health and educa
tion in young people and I'm keen
to use the vessdl of triathlon to do
that - aswell as seeing how we can
maximise human performance in

terms of physiology,” says
Brownlee.What does his brother
Jonny, who won Olympic bronze
andsilverin 2012 and 2016 respec-
tively, make of it? "He thinks it's
menta," repliesAligtair. "Hedoen't
know it yet but he's going to be
hel ping meout ontheswimand the
run."lsn't Brownleeabit of asadist
to keep torturing himsdlf, given all
theinjurieshehasendured?" Yeah,
| definitely am to an extent,” here-
plies, laughing.Before then, how-
ever, Brownleeisfocusing onquali-
fyingfor the Tokyo Olympics. And,
having finished second behind the
Frenchman Vincent LuisinaWorld
Cup sprint triathlon in Vaenciain
November, heis confident hisbest
formisloomingintoview. "l came
the closest that anyone's come to
beating him last year. If | can race
likethat obvioudy I'll qualify easily
and be in with a shot at Tokyo."
That, of course, is assuming the
Gamestakeplace. "Asan athlete, |
have to 100% believe it will go
ahead. And | am surethe |OC will
move heaven and earth to get it on.
Aswe have seen, Covid isamov-
able beast. We're on the curve of
thingsgoing badly, but by the sum-
mer things could look much more
hopeful."But should they go ahead
if it means athletes flying in and
out of Tokyo and competing in
front of no crowds? "Any Olym-
pics is better than no Olympics.
And as long as the sport and the
competitionison, stripping every-
thing else out isn't too much of a
problem."As we finish | ask
Brownlee his response to those
who fear, as great as he has been,
his most glorious days are behind
him."Youmight beright," hesays,
asaflicker of defiancecomesacross
hisface. "But I'm doing everything
| can to prove them wrong - and
myself wrong."

'I't feelsamazing': Tuchel takes Chelsea

London, January 27 : Thomas
Tuchd will sit in the dugout rather
than watch from the Sandswhen he
takeschargeof hisfirst Chelseagame
on Wednesday, signalling the
German'sdesiretomakeanimmedi-
ate impact after his gppointment as
manager. Tuchel got straight towork
after sgning an 18-month dedl with
an option for another year, holding
his first training sesson on Tues-
day night after replacing Frank
Lampard. The former Paris Saint-
Germain manager wantsto beonthe
bench when Chelsea, who are six
points behind fourth-placed West
Ham in the Premier League, host
Wolves. He told dlies he wants to
takeresponghility for hisnew side's
performance.lt hasbeenawhirlwind
start to the week for Chelsea, who
fired Lampard lessthan 24 hoursaf-
ter besting L uton in the FA Cup on
Sunday. Tuchel, who was sacked by
PSG last month, was soon installed
as the 11th permanent manager of
the Roman Abramovich era
Negotiationswith Marina
Granovskaia, theinfluential director,
were said to be tough but Tuchel is
excited by the challenge after arriv-
ingin London on Tuesday." | would

—+cm k

liketo thank Chelseafor their confi-
dence in me and my staff," Tuche
sad. "We dl have the grestest re-
spect for Frank Lampard'swork and
the legacy he created a Chelsea At
the sametime, | cannot wait to meet
my new team and compete in the
most excitingleagueinfootball. | am
grateful tonow bepart of the Chelsea
family- it feels amazing. "Many

sources expected Lampard to be
sacked after last week'sdefeat at Le-
icegter. Itisbelieved Covid-19 proto-
colsdelayed Tuchd'sarrival, which
ledto Lampard remainingin charge.
However Tuchd canenter Chelsedls
secure bubble, in accordance with
Covidrules, after testing

negative. Tuchel, whoisexpected to
ingtall Arno Michelsashisassstant,
inherits a struggling side. Chelseds
dump under Lampard has|eft them
at risk of missing out on Champions
League qudification after spending
£220m last summer. The board be-
gan succession planning earlier
this month. RB Leipzig's Julian
Nagelsmann was out of reach un-
til the summer and Chelsea dso
congdered Ralf Rangnick, another
German, on aninterim basis. The
Ukraine manager and former
Chelseastriker, Andriy
Shevchenko, was another option
but was seen astooinexperienced.
Tuche, wholed PSGtothe Cham-
pionsLeaguefind last seasonand
wontwoleaguetitleswiththeclub,
emergedasthepreferred candidate.
Chelsea looked at the former
Borussia Dortmund manager in
2018, only to hire Maurizio Sarri.
The hierarchy were aware of hisin-
terestinthejob by thetimeLampard's
Sdelost 3-1 to Manchester City at
the start of January.Tuchel, who is
regarded as afine tactician and be-
gan his managerid career at Mainz
in2009, spoketo Chelsedlsstrugaling
German attackers, Kai Havertz and

manager'sjob on 18-month contract

Timo Werner, beforetraining. Hesees
vast potentid in attack - he managed
Chrigian Puliscat BorussaDortmund
andisafan of Callum Hudson-Odoi -
and believes he can work with Mateo
Kovacic, Jorginho and N'Golo Kanté
incentra midfield. Hehasacloserda
tionshipwith Thiago Silvaafter man-
aging the centre-back a PSGChelsea
insders insst the change is not be-
cause of Havertz and Werner. They
point to the entireteam'sloss of confi-
dence. Some senior players had awk-
ward relationships with Lampard.
Jorginho and Antonio Riidiger could
earn fresh starts given that Tuchel
wanted them at PSGYet Tuchel does
not come without risks. He clashed
with other figures at Dortmund after
replacing Jirgen Klopp in 2015 and
experiencedsmilar problemsafterjoin-
ing PSG in 2018.Thefirst German to
manage Chelseawill need tokeep his
new bosses happy. Although Tuchel's
first task will belifting the side back
into the top-four race, he must chal-
lengefor thetitlein thelong run."It
is never easy to change head coach
in the middle of the season but we
are very happy to secure one of
Europe's best coaches in Thomas
Tuchel," Granovskaiasaid."

Themusic stopped Kobe Bryant
remembered on anniversary of death

L ondon, January 27 : KobeBryant wasn't
in the bubble with the Los Angeles L ak-
erslast October whenthey wonthe NBA
championship. He wasn't at the All-Star
weekend in Chicago where half the play-
ers wore his number on their uniforms,
the other half wearing his daughter's jer-
sey number. He wasn't there to hear the
Basketball Hall of Fame announced that
hiscareer wasworthy of enshrinement.Yet
hispresencewas so clearly feltin each of
those moments."Everything stopped,”
Golden State Warriors coach Steve Kerr
told reporters last week. "The music
stopped. The players stopped. Nobody
said aword. A lot of guys dropped to the
floor and started crying. Nothing hap-
pened for 10 minutes. Weall just sat there
in silence. It was one of the worst mo-
ments of all our lives.""Jarron Collins
came over to me and whispered the news

in my ear. | think it was the same thing
where a couple people on our staff whis-
pered it to a couple players on our team.
Wewere all like adeer in the headlights,
you know? We just froze and all tried to
absorb the news and everything
stopped."Bryant, his daughter Gianna
and the other seven people who climbed
aboard that helicopter on aSunday morn-
ing in southern Californiahave been gone
for exactly oneyear now - Tuesday marks
the grim anniversary of the crash that
took their lives.Tears have been shed.
Stories have been told. Tributes have
been made And if there was any doubt
about what kind of legacy Bryant - afive-
timeNBA champion, still theNo 4 scorer
in NBA history, a 20-year veteran of the
league - left behind, it has been erased
now. He till resonates, maybe morethan
ever."God rest his soul, God rest the soul
of Gigi and the seven others that per-
ished,” said Miami assistant coach and
former NBA player Caron Butler, whowas
close with Bryant for years. "The legacy
that heleft, man, hedidit all. Heinspired.
When you think about being better, em-
bracing the storm, having the right men-
tality and perspective about life and a-
ways trying to be better, he embodied it
al and that's why his legacy will live
forever."Bryant is gone, but that doesn't
mean Butler iswavering on apromise he
made. Butler famously had alongtime af-
finity for Mountain Dew, even drinking it
during gameswhen othersthought hewas
having Gatorade. When Butler played for
the Lakers, Bryant strongly urged himto
kick the habit.Butler wastaping an ad last
year for Mountain Dew. Hetook asip for

the cameras. He then spit the drink
out."Out of respect to my brother," But-
ler said.Butler and Bryant were brothers
intheteammate sense. Tony Altobelli lost
his actual brother, John Altobelli, in the
crash. Alyssa Altobelli was a teammate
of Gianna Bryant; she was on the heli-
copter along with John, her father, and
mother Keri. Anthony Calderon and
Dontate Matthews leave flowers to pay
their respects at amakeshift memorial on
Tuesday at thesite of the helicopter crash
ayear ago that killed nine peopleinclud-
ing Kobe Bryant and his daughter
Gianna. Photograph: Patrick T Fallon/
AFP/Getty ImagesJohn Altobelli wasthe
baseball coach at Orange Coast College
in southern California. Tony Altobelli is
the sports information director at that
school; sports information directors are
tasked with promoting their teams, in
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good timesand bad, alwaystrying to find
apositiveway to tell astory. And some-
how, even for a story this painful, Tony
Altobelli has managed to do that.His
brother died with Kobe Bryant. That'show
the world got to know who his brother
was."It'sniceto see hismemory, and just
his way of his life being celebrated by
people far beyond our area,” Tony
Altobelli said. "It takes alittle bit of the
sting off what happened. I've kind of jok-
ingly said if it had to happen, I'm glad a
global figure was with him when it hap-
pened because now the whole world
knowsabout my brother, my sister-in-law
and my niece. And | think that's pretty
cool."ChristinaMauser died in the crash
as well; she was one of the coaches at
Bryant's academy. Tony Altobelli and
Mauser's husband, Matt, have become
friendsin thelast year; they didn't know
each other before 26 January 2020. Matt
Mauser has organized a concert to honor
those who died in the crash and to serve
as a benefit for the foundation he started
inhiswifesmemory ; it streams Tuesday
night.Sarah Chester and her 13-year-old
daughter Payton, another of the players
along with Giannaand Alyssa, also were
on board. Also killed was the pilot, Ara
Zobayan. TheL akerswereintheair when
the newsbroke, flying homefromagame
in Bryant'shometown of Philadelphia. The
Lakersarenot planning any formal mark-
ing of the day, nor isthe NBA. Itisnot a
day for celebration. Itisaday for remem-
brance, not that it's needed. Bryant's
legecy liveson. Hewon't beforgotten. Nor
will 26 January 2020."I don't think any of
uswill ever forget that day,” Kerr said.
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CHIMNEYS WITH APPS | R.O. WATER PURIFIER | HOBS | GAS STOVE | OTHER KITCHEN APPLIANCES

Abhayapuri-94350-22784 | Agartala-98560-93668 | Baihata chariali-94351-42568/98641-40488 | Bangaigaon-7002184811. 9435547654,9435121367 | Barpeta road-94350-17865 99541-41975 | Barpeta town -94350-25127 | Bhawanipur-
7002206773 | Bandardewa-98649-84753 | Bijoynagar -99570-98392/94010-01157/94353-40662 | Boko-94010-02588 | Chaygaon-9435014549 | Dadara -98546-98027 | Dhupdhara-96785-16189 | Dhamaji-99546-51322 | Dhubri-94350-29279 |

Diphu-94350-66701/94350-66643 | Dudhnoi-94357-21505/94351-28048 | Goalpara-70023-10904/88762-23858 | Golaghat-96132-30384 | Guwahati -94355-59057/97065-94950 | Hajo-94353-47024/88763-09327 | Hojai-94357-29521/84028-59256 | Jorhat -
94350-53934/9854 1-06776 | Kharupitia -98541-44223 | Kokrajar-97070-29429/99548-88721/94354-81234 | Karimgunj-97061-39061 | Krishnai-88224-15337 | Lumding -94351-63327/97066-14137 | Mangaldoi -94350-87284/94351-
86435/97065-39174/73994-79163 | Mirza-98540-71983/99572-81858 | Morigaon -94350-64986/80111-17171 | North lakhimpur-88224-21077 | Nagaon-97061-79408/94355-18665 | Nalbari -98644-14515/98540-30209 | Pathsala-80110-06658 |
Dhekiajuli-98548-29934 | Dibrugarh-98548-11265 | Rangia -94351-05888/96782-26563 | Silchar -97061-39061/70054-86129 | Silapathar-70028-94393 | Shillong-90869-66640 | Suwalkuchi -98643-54859 | Tinsukia-94350-35156/
94350-35511/94350-36463 | Tezpur-97060-73481 | Tihu-97068-53124 | Udalguri-97063-46492
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