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Accident On
Kaliabhomora
Bridge

Assam Rising, Reporter
Guwabhati, November 22:

TheKdiabhomoraBridge,
completedin1987,isa3.015
km long pre-stressed con-
creteroadbridgeonNH-715
overtheBrahmeputraRiver
in Assam.In areported ac-
cident on Monday, a ve-
hiclerammed into therail-
ings of the Kdiabhomora
Bridgeoverthe Brahmgputra
River in Tezpur, Assam, and
fdlintotheriver.Meanwhile,
Police and State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF)
have reeched the spot and
the ssarchison for the ve-
hicle but it is yet to be
found. Theinitid inquiry hes
edablishedthet thevehicle
wasatruck. Sonitpur dis-
trict administration, Na-
tional Disaster Re-
sponse Force (NDRF),
and theArmy have been
calledinfor help.

Threeyouth
arrested

Assam Rising, Reporter
Guwabhati, November 22:

27 Assam Riflesdetained
three youths from
Nagdand's Mon digtrict,
aong the Indo-Myanmar
border.Threeyouthswere
detained by the Assam
Rifleswhile on their way
tojointheUnited Libera
tions Front of Asom—In-
dependent (ULFA —1).In
an operation by the 27
Assam Rifles, the three
youths were reportedly
detainedfromNagaand's
Mon district, along the
Indo-Myanmar
border. Thethreedetained
youths have been identi-
fied as Bikash Deka,
Arindam Bora, and
Himanta Neog.They are
being kept at the Assam
Rifles Camp and are un-
der interrogation.

Vehicle Seized

Assam Rising, Reporter
Guwabhati, November 22:

As many as seven sacks
of cod illegally loadedin
a Tata Magic Passenger
vehicle were seized in
Assam's Margherita, po-
licesaid.Actingonatip-
off, MargheritaPolicesta:
tion Officer in charge
Someswar Konwar seized
thevehiclewherethecodl
was concealed inside the
passenger seat.The ve-
hiclewasreportedly com-
ing from Namdang under
MargheritaPolicegtation.
The driver however fled
the spot before he could
be caught.
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UK invites south-east Asian

Chinesetennis star Peng Shuai tells
| OC sheis'safe and well'

Constructionwork of AIIMS
Guwahati will becompleted within
6 months. Mansukh Mandaviy

Assam Rising, Reporter
Guwahati, November 22:

Union Minister Mandaviya
expressed his dissatisfac-
tion at the not-so-speedy
progress of works. Accord-
ingto areleasefromthe Of-
ficeof theAssamHedthMin-
igter, theUnion Minister was
unhappy about the delay in

completing the construction
work of the AlIMS and ex-
pressed his dissatisfaction
tothe concernedfirm carry-
ing out the works.
Mandaviyathen ordered the
two construction compa-
niesto finish the remaining
works within the next six
months so that the ingtitute
can be thrown open to the

public.The construction
worksof All Indian Ingtitute
of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) Guwahati will be
completedwithinsix months
said Union Minister of
Hedlth and Family Welfare
Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya.
Addressingthemediawhile
on visit of the congtruction
worksof AlIMS-Guwahati &t

Drugs case: NCB mulls moving
Supreme Court against Bombay
HC bail to Aryan Khan

New Delhi, November 22 :

The Narcotics Control Bu-
reau (NCB) is reportedly
deliberating if it wants to
file an appeal before the
Supreme Court against the
bail of Bollywood superstar
Shah Rukh Khan's son
Aryan in the drugs-on-
cruise case. The federal
agency is currently seek-
ing legal opinionfollowing
therecent order of Bombay
high court in the
case.Aryan, who was ar-
rested with Arbaaz Mer-
chant, and Munmun

Dhamechaby the NCB fol-
lowing araid on the Goa-
bound CordeliaCruise ship
on October 2, was granted
bail by the high court on
October 28 on a personal
bond of ?1 lakh each.In its
detailed 14-page order, the
high court said there is
"hardly any positive evi-
dence" against Aryan,
Arbaaz Merchant and
Munmun for the offence of
conspiracy under the Nar-
cotic Drugs and Psycho-
tropic Substances Act.The
court further said Aryan
was not in possession of

All-party meat on Nov 28 aheed
of Parliament’s winter sesgon,
PM Modi likdly to atend

New Ddhi , November 22

A day before the winter
session of the parliament
kicksoff, anall-party meet-
ingwill beheld on Novem-
ber 28.Prime Minister
NarendraModi islikely to
attend the meeting, re-
ported ANI citing sources.
The upcoming Parliament
session will see a host of
Billsbeing taken up includ-
ing one to repeal the three

NAME :MISS ANTARA CHAUDHURY
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Guwahati, November 22:

The 66th Railway week
(Zonal Level) Awards
Ceremony was held at
Rang Bhawan in
Maligaon on 22 Novem-

Railway week award
ceremony held

ER SR. DEE/LMG

ber. Anshul Gupta, Gen-
eral Manager, N. F. Rail-
way gave away awardsto
achievers from various
departments of the five di-
visons and headquarters

Assam Rising, Reprter

CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

contentiousfarmslaws. An
announcement regarding
thiswas madeby PM Modi
last week.The Personal
Data Protection Bill, 2019
will also be tabled in the
Parliament this session.
Thedraft report of the Bill
was cleared by the Joint
Parliamentary Committee
(JPC) on Monday. The Bill
seeksto providefor the pro-
tection of the privacy of in-
dividuals relating to their
personal data.

drugs while the other two
had "small quantities’ of
drugs under the NDPS
Act.Hailing the Bombay
High Court's bail order on
Aryan Khan's arrest, Shiv

CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

Changsari on the outskirts
of Guwahéti, theUnionMin-
ister said that the construc-
tion companieshavebeenin-
structed to complete the
work within six months.
Mandaviya reviewed the
progressof AlIMS Guwahéti
congtruction works at |11 T-
Guwahati earlier and the
Union Minister expressed
hisdissatisfaction at thenot-
so-speedy progress of
works. The construction
companiesof theproject were
asked to gpeed up the work
andcompleteitwithinthenext
six months. Accompanied by
the sate Hedth and Family
Welfare Minister Keshab
Mahanta, Mr. Mandaviya
went totheAlIMS Guwahati
condructionste Hewasdso
accompanied by the officids

from AIIMS Guwahati, 11T
Guwahdti, Hedthand Family
Welfare Department, and
Kamrup digtrict administra-
tion. He then asked the
AlIMSGuwahati authority to
recruit morefacultiesfor the
medica ingtitution and fur-
ther asked the state Hedlth
Minister to depute an IAS
officer asthe Deputy Direc-
tor of AlIM Sfor the smooth
progressof thework. Earlie,
whilereviewingtheprogress
of the construction at I1T-
Guwahati and the Union
Minister expressed his dis-
satisfaction at the not-
so-speedy progress of
works. The construction
companies of the project
were asked to speed up the
work and completeit within
thenext six months.

New Ddhi , November 22 :

Indian Air Force Wing
Commander (now Group
Captain) Abhinandan
Varthaman was awarded
the Vir Chakra on Mon-
day (November 22, 2021)
by President Ram Nath
Kovind for shooting
down a Pakistani F-16
fighter aircraft aeria com-
bat on February 27, 2019.

|AF Group Capt
Abhinandan Varthaman
awarded Vir Chakra for

shooting down
Pakistan’ SJet in 2019

In 2019, Abhinandan
Varthaman had found
himself inthemiddleof a
ruthless battle with aPa-
kistani fighter jet, amid
the aerial conflicts that
were underway between
Indian and Pakistan, fol-
lowing Pulwama attack,
that year.Abhinandan
shot down a Paki stani

CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

CM Reviews construction wor ks of
new Cardlo-Neuro Centreat GM CH

Assam Rising, Reporter
Guwahati, November 22:

hief Minister Dr Himanta
Biswa Sarmatoday held a
meeting with senior offi-
cialsof Health and Family
Welfare Department,
GMCH and PWD (B) De-
partment and reviewed the
progress of construction
works of proposed Cardio-
Neuro Centre (CN Centre),
GMCH, Guwahati at No.1
State Guest House,
Koinadhora. During dis-
cussion, Dr Sarmasaid that
the new super specialty
hospital will be inaugu-

rated in the first week of

February, 2022. Onceit be-
comesfunctional, Cardiol-
ogy, Neurology, Cardiac
Surgery and Neuro Surgery
department will be com-
pletely shifted from GMCH
to the new hospital. While

guiding the general struc-
ture and functioning of the
proposed hospital, Dr
Sarma said that the new
hospital must be run in
fully professional manner
and all best possible tech-
nology should be applied

Protesting farmers put six demandsto PM
M Odl Sack M 0S make MSPlegal right

New Ddhi , November 22

Even as the Centre began
setting the stage for the
Union Cabinet to approve
on Wednesday the draft of
Bills needed to repea the
threeagricultural laws, the
farm unionswrote an open
letter to Prime Minister
NarendraModi listing their
remaining demands, espe-

cialy alegal mandate for
MSP, and said they would
continueto protest until all
issues were resolved."The
Cabinetislikely totakeup
on Wednesday the with-
drawal of the three farm
lawsfor approva. TheBills
for withdrawal of the laws
shall then beintroducedin
theforthcoming Parliament
session," sources

said.Meanwhile, Samyukta
Kisan Morcha(SKM) held
a press conference at the
protest site at Delhi's
Singhu border, and said
that farm unions would
continue with various pro-
test events as per sched-
ule, and that akey meeting
would be held on Novem-
ber 27.The SKM hascalled
for a mahapanchayat on
Monday in Lucknow
where several farm |leaders,
including Rakesh Tikait,
will be present."The next
meeting will take place on
November 27 toreview de-
velopments, if any," the
SKM said. The meeting
will also chart further
course of action, leaders
said.The unions will aso
celebrate Kisan Mazdoor
Sangharsh Diwas to mark
Sir Chhotu Ram'sbirth an-

niversary on November 24,
farm leaderssaid. Two days
later, they will hold a'Dilli
Border Morche Par Chalo'
with tractor rallies across
states to mark one year
since the first set of farm-
ers arrived from Punjab
and Haryana at Singhu.
From November 29, the
SKM isplanning to send a
set of 500 protesters each
day to Parliament in trac-
tors to protest during the
Winter Session."We have
written an open letter tothe
Prime Minister. We will
emphasise on severa is-
sues, including alegal man-
date for MSP. The details
of the committee being
formed on M SP have been
discussed in the letter. The
Electricity Amendment Bill

CONTINUED TO PAGE 6
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in all sphere of its opera
tion. During thereview, Dr
Sarma also said that the
existing paying cabins of
GMCH will be replaced
with 200 bedded new Pay-
ing Cabin Block and di-
rected PWD (Building) to
initiate steps for its con-
struction as early as pos-
sible. Health Minister
Keshav Mahanta was aso
present during the review
meeting. Later on, Chief
Minigter Dr Sarmareviewed
the implementation status
of variousNLCPR (under

CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

BHEJA FRY

Father: Why did you
get such alow scorein
that exam?

Son: Absence!

Father: Youwereabsent
on the day of the exam?
Son: No but the boy
who sitsnext tomewas!

Taliban target 'immoral® Afghan TV shows, tell

Kabul, November 22 :

In yet another setback for
women's rights in Af-
ghanistan, the Taliban
have now ordered televi-
sion channelsto stop air-
ing shows featuring
women artists.The group
said that Afghan women
artists and female scribes
must wear hijabs accord-
ingtoldamiclaw.Thisor-
der ispart of thenewly is-

sued guidelinesby theMin-
istry for the Promotion of
Virtue and Prevention of
Vice, or mord police, Ameri-
can broadcaster Voice of
America (VOA) reported.
One of the eight directives
issued by the virtue minis-
try statesthat filmsand dra-
masshould not havefemale
actors. Thenew policy pre-
vents television stations
from showing menwho are
considered indecently ex-

posed or not covered from
chest to knees, the report
added.The Taliban de-
fended thedirective, saying
it is aimed at countering
propagation of "immoral-
ity" and airing of videosthat
"are againgt the principles
of Sharia." "Foreignandlo-
cally produced moviesthat
promoteforeign cultureand
traditions in Afghanistan
and promote immorality
should not be broadcast,"

the ministry said. The
guiddinesalso prohibit air-
ing satirical showsthat "in-
sult" or underminethe"dig-
nity" of individuals. The
Taliban took over Afghani-
stan in mid-August after a
decades-long war, which
plunged the country into a
prolonged humanitarian,
security and economic
crisis.Going against all

CONTINUED TO PAGE 6
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Sudan military agreestoreinstate
PM and release political detainees

London, November 22 :
Sudan'smilitary coup leader
has announced the release
of thedetained civilian prime
minister, Abdalla Hamdok,

and other political
prisoners, as the country's
pro-democracy movement
vowed to continue with
protests.After weeks of
lethal turmoil following the
country's October coup, the
agreement to release
Hamdok and set up a new
largely technocratic cabinet
was mediated by US and
UN officials.Hamdok's
release agreement and a
dedl for anew interim cabinet
weresigned on Sunday after
ameeting betweentheprime
minister and the coup
leader, GenAbdel Fattah al-
Burhan, at Khartoum's
presidential palace.Hopes
for a resolution to the
almost month-long crisis
were undermined as
security forcesfired teargas

at demonstrators
suspicious of the military's
continuing ambitions and
one of the main pro-
democracy blocs
immediately rejected it. The
deal was announced as the
death toll since the coup
was launched reached at
least 40 after a teenager,
reportedly a16 year old who
was shot in the head,
succumbed to  his
wounds.Announcing the
14-point deal ontelevision,
a frail-looking Hamdok
extolled the virtues of the
"revolution” that brought
him to power in 2019.
Standing beside him,
Burhan thanked Hamdok for
his service and vowed that
"free and transparent
elections” would be held as
part of the transitional
process."He[Hamdok] was
patient with us until we
reached this moment,"
Burhan said before posing

for photos with his deputy,
Hamdan Dagalo, head of
the notorious paramilitary
Rapid Support Forceswho
have been blamed for many
of thekillingsof protesters
inthe past month.A source
closeto Hamdok, aBritish-
educated economist who
worked for the UN and
African organisations,
said he had agreed to the
deal to stop the bloodshed
but the civilian coalition
that shared power with the
military previously said it
opposed any talkswiththe
"putschists" and called
for proteststo continue on
Sunday.The coup |eader,
Gen Burhan, declared a
state of emergency on 25
October and ousted the
government inamovethat
upended the two-year
transition towards
democracy agreed after
the overthrow of Omar al-
Bashir in 2019 that ended

BorisJohnson urged to ssop M Ps
cutting tax billson second jobs

L ondon, November 22 : Critics have urged
Boris Johnson to restrict MPs using personal
companiesto skirt tax billsunder the planned
new ruleson second jobs, asthe Conservative
sleaze row continues to dominate
Westmingter.Using a personal company to
accept payments for consultancy work can
provide benefits such asavoiding incometax
of up to 45% at source on the earnings, with
aninvestigation by the Timesfinding multiple
MPs were paid in total about £1m via the

arrangements."This s

outrageous,” Margaret Hodge, Labour MP
and former head of the public accounts
committee, told the newspaper. "We, asMPs,
determinethetax everyonehasto pay and for
some in our midst to choose to use persond
service companiesin thisway is particularly
scandalous."Calls to ban the deployment of
personal companies for payments were

completely

echoedby SrAlagar Graham, former chairman
of the committee on standards in public life,
who said they "should be stopped as soon as
possible"."MPs should not be avoiding
paying the taxes they've decided that the rest
of the population should pay,” Graham
added.Instead of paying income tax at up to
45%, the personal company will pay
corporaiontax a 19%.Thedemandscameafter
thedeputy primeminister, Dominic Raab, said
on Thursday that MPs will face second-job
capsoneither hoursor pay innew plans. MPs
voted on Wednesday for the Commons
standardscommitteeto review theregulations
that currently bind MPs - and make
recommendations to MPs code of conduct -
by the end of January.The revelations on
persond companies arrive after dark clouds
havecircled the Conservetiveparty for weeks
over MPs outsde financial interests.

his three decades of
autocratic rule.Hamdok's
release leaves the country
facing continuing serious
political uncertainty with
the military attempting to
maintainitsincreased grip
and divisions among the
civilian opposition over
the arrangement. It was
also unclear whether the
latest moves could
resolve the tensions
between military and
civilian political parties,
not least over the military's
role in Sudan's stalled
political transition.

1 Delhi'sair quality remainsin 'very

poor’ category, Kejriwal
gover nment issues new order

New Delhi, November 22:
The national capital
continued to gasp for
breath as the air quality
index (AQI) remainedinthe
'very poor' category on
Monday (November 22,
2021) morning. As per the
System of Air Quality and
Weather Forecasting And
Research (SAFAR), Delhi's
overall AQI was at 352.
Additionally, the nearby
areaswererecorded to have
their air quality inthe'very
poor' category- Faridabad
(347), Ghaziabad (344),
Greater Noida (322),
Gurgaon (345) and Noida
(356)."Transport level
winds are likely to become
strong fromtonight till 23rd
noon and coming from the
favourable northwest
direction. As farm fire
countsarereducing rapidly,
the %share of stubble
burning related pollutants
toDdhi'sPM2.5may remain
low in spite of high wind
speeds,” SAFAR stated.An
AQI between zeroand 50is
considered "good", 51 and
100 "satisfactory”, 101 and
200 "moderate”, 201 and
300 "poor", 301 and 400
"very poor", and 401 and
500 "severe".Meanwhile,
with an aim to curb air
pollution, the Arvind
Kejriwal-led Delhi
government on Sunday

(November 21, 2021)
extended the ban on the
entry of trucks carrying
non-essential itemsinto the
national capital and work
from homefor itsemployees
till November 26. "The
government offices shall
remain closed till 26
November 2021 except
those involved in essential
services. The private
officesare advised to allow
their staff to work from
home till 26 November
2021," read the order issued
by the Delhi government.
The order also lifted the
ban on construction and
demolition activities in
Delhi. "Govt offices shall
remain closed till 26 Nov
except those involved in
essential services. Pvt
officesare advised to allow
their staff to work from
home till 26th Nov," the
order letter reads
further.According to the
advice of the Commission
for Air Quality Management
(CAQM), the Directorate of
Education announced that
the schools and collegesin
thenationa capita will remai
shut till further
orders."Keepinginview the
very poor air quality forecast
and that vehicular pollution
would cause extensive air
pollution and release
harmful air pollutants,
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particularly when the air
quality isvery paoor, itisfelt
that thereisaneed for further
extension of the curbs on
vehicular movement in
Delhi," an order issued by
theenvironment department
stated." Stop entry of trucks
in Delhi except the trucks
carrying essential
commodities till November
26, subject to further review
for an extension of this
date," the ordder added."All
offices of GNCT of Delhi/
autonomous bodies/
corporations shall remain
closed till November 26
except those involved in
essential and emergency
services.... However, al the
officerg/officialsshall work
from home," it further
said.Earlier, on Wednesday,
as per the advice of the

-

CAQM, Delhi
government had issued 10
directions to combat air
pollution in the national
capital, including aclosure
of schoolsand collegesand
aban on the entry of trucks
carrying non-essential
itemsintothecity, till further
orders.The Delhi
government had also issued
a notice and banned
construction and
demolition activitiesin the
city and ordered its
employees to work from
home till November
21.Additionally, the
Kejriwal government also
said, under "Paryawaran
Sewa' from Monday, it has
hired around 550 buses
from private operators to
start plying on the Delhi
roads.

the

UK 1nvites south-east Asian nationsto
G7 summit amid Aukustensions

London, November 22: The
UK has invited south-east
Asian nations to attend a
G7 foreign ministers
meeting in Liverpool next
month, inamove that risks
highlighting concerns that
the new alliance between
Britain, the US and
Australiawill fuel aregiona
nuclear arms race.States
from the Association of
South-East Asian Nations
are divided on the new
Aukus partnership but
some, notably Indonesia
and Malaysia, have sharply
criticisedit, and many inthe
10-member bloc are
reluctant to take sidesinthe
unfolding superpower
rivalry between the USand
China.The invitation to
Merseyside on 10
December for three days
cameaweek after theterror
attack outside Liverpool
Women's hospital. The
choice of Liverpool as the
venue for the event, the

Adeleinterview bungle leaves
Australian TV reporter ‘'mortified’
and reportedly costs station $1m

Meéebourn, November 22: A
"mortified" Australian TV
reporter has tried to explain
how hebungled an exclusive
interview with the singer
Adele about her new
abum.The host of Channel
Seven's Weekend Sunrise,
Matt Doran, and acrew flew
toLondonfor thechat, which
reportedly cost A$1m to
secure and would have been
Adele's only Australian
interview. After Doran
conceded during the
interview that he had only
heard onetrack from her latest
work, 30, the interview was
canned.Sony is refusing to

release the footage.Doran
said he simply missed the
email that contained a
preview of the album.In the
fiercely competitiveworld of

Australian breakfast
television, the interview
would have been a major
coup for Channel Seven,
whichislockedinaneterna
battle with Channel Nine's
Today in the ratings.The
entertainment reporter Peter
Ford tweeted it was "pretty
shoddy" but also "totally
out of character" for
Doran.The writer Tarla
Lambert described it as
"privilege personified".

"There are thousands upon
thousands of highly
qudified, talented reporters
waiting in the wings who
would kill for Matt Doran's
position,"” she wrote in
Women's Agenda." The fact
that he thought it was
reasonable to rock up to an
interview with one of the
world's most influential
women, and fail to ask her
about her work, is reason
enough to give one of these
other young hopefuls a
chance."Doran told the
Australian he was "totally
unaware" he was in
possession of her album,
which was only publicly
released on Friday, a couple
of weeks after Doran's
London trip."lIt was an
oversight but not adeliberate
snub," he said. "This is the
most important email | have
ever missed."The Daily
Telegraph reported that, after
theexcdlusveinterview,Adde
asked him what he thought
of her much-anticipated
fourth studio album."l

haven't listened toiit," Doran
reportedly responded. Sony
had veto rights on the
interview as well as footage
of Oprah Winfrey's One
Night Only special with
Adele.Doran said he had
"somehow" missed theemail
on landing in London but
denies initial reports that
Adele walked out on the
interview."Adele didn't
storm out,” he said. "In fact,
it was the polar opposite.
What was meant to be 20
minutes was extended to 29
minutes." Themgjority of the
chat was about the album.

second G7 foreign ministers
meeting during the UK's
chairing of the G7, came
before the incident. The

Foreign Office said
Liverpool had been chosen
due to its history as a port
city with a global outlook.
As many as 21 foreign
ministers could attend, as
Australia, South Korea,
Indiaand South Africahave
also been invited.The
foreign secretary, Liz Truss,
said: "l want us to build a

Two of 17 kidnap

worldwide network of
liberty that advances
freedom, democracy and
enterprise and encourages
like-minded countries to
work together from a
position of strength."She
added: "I was deeply
saddened by the awful
attack in Liverpool this
month, but the resolve of
the people of thisgreat city
will never waver intheface
of such atrocities." The
only country in the Asean

ped

missonaries freed in Haiti,

Chrigtian Aid Ministries says
Port-au-Prince, November 22 : Two of 17 abducted
members of amissionary group have been freed in Haiti
and are safe, "in good spirits and being cared for", their
Ohio-based church organi sation has announced.Christian
Aid Ministries issued a statement on Sunday saying it
could not give the names of those released, why they
were freed or other information."While we regjoice at this
release, our hearts are with the 15 people who are till
being held," the group said.The missionaries were
kidnapped by the 400 M awozo gang on 16 October. There
are five children in the group of 16 US citizens and one
Canadian. Their Haitian driver was also abducted.The
leader of 400 Mawozo gang has threatened to kill the
hostages unless the gang's demands are met. Authorities
have said the gang was demanding $1m per person,
although it wasn't immediately clear that included the

children in the group.
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‘ éanset scenery of Shijing Lakein Hebei

not invited is Myanmar,
which has been asked to
instead present a
representative who is not
part of the ruling junta to
attend by video, the policy
adopted by Asean at its
own summit last month, and
at a China-Asean summit
due on Monday.China is
likely to view this
expansion of the G7, which
representsthe world's most
advanced economic
powers, asan attempt to get
the region to endorse
Aukus, and a more hard-
edged military approach to
China.ln  September,
Australia infuriated the
French by cancelling a
longstanding submarine
contract with Paris and
announcing it was forming
a partnership with the US
and the UK to build nuclear-
powered submarines, and
to work together on
technologies such as
artificial intelligence and
guantum  computing.
Speaking at the weekend,
the Indonesian defence
minister, Prabowo Subianto,
said of Aukus: "Our
position is that of course
south-east Asia should
remain nuclear-free, and the
fearisthat thiswill spark an
arms race, this will spark
more countries seeking
nuclear submarines, and we
know now that the
technology isthere. | think
many other countries can
very soon have nuclear
submarines - | would say
Japan and India and many
other countries, so that is
the concern." He added
that he understood,
however, that countries

might seek to defend
themselves when faced by
what they consider an
existential threat.The
Malaysian defence minister,
Hishammuddin Hussein,
said: "The stakes are too
high and the cost is not
worth the risk, as no one
wants or can afford a full-
scale confrontation in these
waters. We must set aside
our egos, our pride and our
anger in moving forward.
Combative statements,
whether from inside or
outside the region, are not
helpful and could only
serve as a spark to a
potential
tragedy."International
Atomic Energy Agency
director general Rafael
Grossi said a special
taskforce will look into the
Aukus deal.Hussein also
spoke out against Aukus,
saying: "My concern with
the devel opments of Aukus
- and sometimes it is
rhetoric, sometimesit might
be increased tensions, it
might be reduced dialogue
with regards to the two
Superpowers in our region
- is it should not lead to
unforeseen, unintended
and accidental incidentsin
the South China Sea. If the
South China Seais full of
military movement, [it
increases] the chances of
unintended accidents
happening, which has
happened in the past - and
we all have to realise the
first world war started by
accident. Now, thatisarea
problem [that] requires
courage, it requiresalot of
patience, it requires
diplomacy."

A/C Non A/C Rooms with
Car Parking At POGL
Brahmaputra,
Chandmari, Guwahati-21
Ph. WA : 9678009493
9707183470
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Saff Reporter

Guwahati, Nov 21: The
Nationd Institute of Rura
Development and
Panchayati Raj, North
Eastern Regiona Centre,
Guwahati, Assam has
organised One day Na
tional Webinar on Educa-
tion, Skill Development
and Employment of Youth
on Friday last as part of
Azadi Ka  Amrut
Mahotsav Celebrations
(75 years of India's Inde-
pendence). Themain aim
of the webinar is to ap-
praise the current state of
Education, Skill Develop-
ment and Employment for
Indian Youth.Deliberate
the key challenges con-
cerning training and job
opportunities for youth
and to suggest various
measures for facilitating
the transition of young
people to the world of
work. The Webhinar was
inaugurated by Dr.
Nirmdjeet Singh Kasg, IAS
(Rtd.) Chairman, National
Council for Vocational
Education and Training,

Weather Operations" at Kellyden Tea Estate.

National Webinar organised by
NIRDPR NERC Guwahati

Ministry of Education,
Govt. of India, in presence
of Dr. Murugesan
Ramasamy, Director,
NIRDPR NERC Guwahati,
and Dr.T.Vijaya Kumar, As-
sociate Professor and
Webinar  Coordinator.
Dr.T.Vijaya Kumar Associ-
ate Professor and Webinar
Coordinator, while welcom-
ing the delegates and
guests emphasised the
need for identifying the
desired route to create
meaningful employment and
sustainable livelihood for
youth. Skilling is building
a better India. To carry out
skilling of Youth conver-
gence across sectors and
gates in terms of skill train-
ing activities has to be
established with partner-
ships. Further ensuring
quality education at al lev-
els is an essential require-
ment for empowering the
young generations by ef-
fective implementation of
the Right to Education Act.
Dr. Murugesan Ramasamy
Director, NERC NIRDPR
while delivering the Open-

ing remarks highlighted
that at present youth is
in cross roads after com-
pleting the higher sec-
ondary schooling. Skilling
is to achieve economic
growth in India. Educa-
tional institutions
should focus on devel-
oping skilled persons
instead of simply pro-
viding degrees. Train-
ing and providing em-
ployment for youthisto
be taken up asa priority
area and every one
should thrive for this.
Professor. Battu
Satyanarayana Vice-
Chancellor, Central Uni-
versity of Karnataka,
Gulbarga in his speech
deliberated on National
Education Policy 2020
and Skilling of Youth
and said that earlier the
education institutions
were focusing on
Knowledge dissemina-
tion only imparting re-
quired skills among the
learners was quite ne-
glected as a result the
youth in the society are

District Admin conducts
Quiz Competition
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Correspondent

Hojai, Nov 22: Inahid to
Create mass awareness on
voting rights and it's sig-
nificance, among the new
voters and citizens, Hojai
District Administration

.T. :’H

under SVEEP cell
organised a Quiz Compe-
tition at district headquar-
ter Sankardevnagar in
Hojai on Sunday. A total
of nine teams comprising
of three participants from

different schools and col-
leges of thethree LACsof
district took part in the
competition. Thetheme of
the competition was In-
dian Democracy and
Election. Notably,
Hojai District Adminis-
tration, in order to cre-
ate mass awareness
among the new voters
on Voting and it's im-
portance has been con-
tinuously organising
different competition and
campaigns.

World Fisheries Day
celebrated in Cachar

STAFFREPORTER

Guwabhati, Nov.22 : World
Fisheries Day was cel-
ebrated in a befitting man-
ner at Dakbangla Netgji
Sangha at Borjalenga in
Cachar district on Sunday.
Minister for Fisheries, En-
vironment and Forest and
Excise, Parimal Suklabaidya
was the chief guest. The
Minister handed over a
cheque to a progressive
fishfarmer of Kalain Block,
RanjhanaDasamounting to
Rs.3,37,500. He gave away
certificates to the best fish

farmers namely Maa
Monasha SHG under
Palonghat Block, Joydeep
Das under Borjalenga
Block, Abdus Salam of
Karimganj district and
Murshed Ahmed
Choudhury of Hailakandi
district. Suklabaidya also
flagged off fish transport
vehicles- two motorcycles
with ice boxes and two e-
rickshaws with ice boxes -
under the Pradhan Mantri
Matsya Sampada Yojana,
2020-21. He urged the
youths to take to fishing in

abigway asitisa'very
lucrative business'. He
said the youths must
comeforward to avail the
government schemes to
makeadecent living. The
event was attended by
Deputy Director of Fish-
ery, Tapan Kumar Das,
Managing Director of
FISHFED cum Nodal Of-
ficer, APART,
Dr.Dhruba Jyoti
Sharma, DDC, Cachar,
Rajib Roy, DFDOs,
Nalbari and Cachar and
other dignitaries.

G Www.dainandinbartagroup.in
a assamrisingi@gmail_com

Da010-33823

lagging skills and unem-
ployment rate has gone
up. dependability and
Team with interpersonal
behaviour. You empow-
erment practitioners
should focus on attitu-
dinal reconstruction
among youth rather
than just focusing on
skill for accessing sus-
tainable livelihoods. The
Webinar was concluded
with a proposal of Vote
of thanks and wraup by
Dr.V.Suresh Babu, Asso-
ciate Professor, NIRDPR
NERC Guwahati. The
participants are repre-
sented from pan India.

Udalguri District Youth
Conferenceheld

Correspondent

Udalguri, Nov 22: The
Youth Parliamentary Sub-
Committee of Udalguri Dis-
trict Sahitya Sabha, in as-
sociation with Dhoptal vil-
lage devel opment commit-
tee and Rim Jhim club has
organized a youth confer-
ence to create a conducive
environment for the cre-
ation of aliterary culture at
Tangla. According to the
youth conference program
held at the premisesof Rim
Jhim club on Sunday, the
planting of trees was done
at 8 o'clock in the morning
by assistant teacher of
Chamuapara ME School
Kulen Deka, assistant
teacher of Paneri ME school
Sushil Das and assistant
teacher of Bezbhakti High
school Tarun Das. Theflag
of Assam Sahitya Sabha
was hoisted at 8:30 am by
Adit Chandra Kalita, Vice
President of Udalguri Dis-
trict Sahitya Sabha. Gouri
Sankar Das, President of
Tangla Sahitya Sabhacom-
memorated. At 9:30 am, a
drawing competition was
inaugurated among the chil-
dren, adolescents and
youths by assistant
teacher of Ratanpur High

School Kanak Chandra
Rabha and conducted by
artist Nitu Sharma. Arup
Jyoti Rabha, a playwright
and founder of Adhigam,
inaugurated the book and
pictureexhibitionat 10a.m.
Dr. Narayan Bora, Principal
of Paneri College inaugu-
rated thelectureontherole
of youthin building aliter-
ary society and felicitation
program. The program be-
gan with amusical accom-
paniment of Deviyangsa
Sarania. Chandra Shekhar
Kakatiye, former secretary
of Rim Jhim club delivered
the keynote address. Dr.
Narayan Bora, Principal of
Paneri college inaugurated
the lecture on the role of
youth society in the forma-
tion of literature society and
felicitation program. The

BRO motorcycle Ex-

pedltlon 2021

Saff Reporter

Guwahati, Nov 22: Adven-
ture Sports has aways been
a source of inspiration for
al ranks in Border Roads
Organization (BRO). As part
of the 75th Anniversary of
Indian Independence Cel-
ebrations ‘ Azaadi Ka Amrut
Mahotsav’, BRO under the
stewardship of Lt Gen
Rajeev Chaudhury, VSM,
DGBR hes teken the cha-
lenging task of a Pan India
Motorcycle expedition to
cover gpproximately 20,000
kmsin 75 daysby ‘BRO
Karamyogis . The members of
the expedition will goreed the
achievements of BRO in
NationBuilding over the past
9x decades. They will dso

be spreading the message of
Peace, Nationd Integration
and Harmony towards
achieving ‘Atma Nirbhar
Bharat' through severd pub-
lic interaction programmes/
activities to indude Medica
Camps, Swachh Bharat Ini-
tigives, Road Sefety Cam-
paigns and vidting old age
homes/orphanages. This ex-
pedition was Flagged Off
by the Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on October
14th from Ddhi. Since then
the expedition has covered
7000 Kms through various
cities as well as difficult
terrain like Pang, Leh,
Kargil, Srinagar, Prayagraj,
Varanasi, Nathula,
Guwahati, Tezpur, ltanagar,

Union Minister Goyal

attended 'Janajati Gaurav
Divas at Guwahati

STAFF REPORTER, Guwahati, Nov 22: Union Minister of
Commerce & Industry, Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Dis-
tribution and Textiles, Piyush Goyal, today participated in the
‘Jangjati Gaurav Divas organized by Kalyan Ashram, held at
Haryana Bhawan, Guwahati. During his speech, at the Jangjati
Gaurav Divas, the Minister highlighted the vision of PrimeMin-
ister Narendra Modi on uplifting the tribal population in the
country. The Union Minister apprised that theseinitiativeshave
been organised to provide aplatform for the tribal communities
to present their talent in variousfields and lay out aroadmap for
their all-round development. The Minister also praised differ-
ent artifacts made by the tribal population in the country. The
week-long celebration is dedicated to tribal communities of In-
dia, which commenced on November 15th and continues across
the country with full enthusiasm and throws light on different
colours of tribal culture, informed the Union Minister. Goyal
stated that 15th November, is the birth anniversary of the leg-
endary tribal freedom fighter, Bhagwan BirsaMundaand will be
celebrated every year as ‘Jangjatiya Gaurav Divas' and there-
fore, programmes are being organised across the country to
honour the legacy of the tribal freedom fighters, who till now
have remained the unsung heroes of our freedom struggle. Indus-
tries and Commerce Minister of Assam, Chandra Mohan
Patowary Chandra Mohan Patowary and Rangia MLA,
Bhabesh Kalita were also present at the event. Later today, the
Union Minister of Commerce & Industry, Consumer Affairs &
Food & Public Distribution and Textiles, Goyal had an interac-
tive session with the Stakeholders of the Tealndustry and Laghu
Udyog Bharati, NER held at Kiranshree Grand, Guwahati. Dur-
ing the interaction with the Stakeholders, he raised variousis-
suesregarding theteaindustry especially in Assam. Theissues
included M SPfor tealeaves, different agricultural benefitsfor
the small tea growers, higher number of large-scale bidders at
the teaauction etc. were highlighted. The Union Minister thor-
oughly discussed the issues with the participants and assured
appropriate measures. Organized by the Tea Board of India,
the interactive session also witnessed the presence of Assam
Industry Minister Chandra Mohan Patowary.

Pasighat, Doomdooma,
Jorhat, Dimapur, Imphd etc.
The expedition team
reached Aizawl on Sun-
day. From here the expedi-
tionwill be the respons-
bility of Project Pushpak
till Kolkata. The Minister
of Sports & Youth Ser-
vices, Mizoram, Pu Raobert
Romawia Royte, Flagged
Off the Motorcycle expe-
dition in the presence
of PN Yadav, CE, Project
Pushpak on November
22for its next phase. The
Flag off Ceremony also
included Mizoram cul-
tural dance and felicita-
tion of BRO ex-service-
men and widowsin the
State. TheMinister high-
lighted the excellent
services being ren-
dered by BRO in con-
necting places/people in
the country in genera
and Mizoram in particu-
lar. He appreciated BRO's
idea of spreading the
messages of National In-
tegration across the
country through the ex-
pedition and wished the
participants Best of Luck.

STAFFREPORTER

Aalo Nov 22: In astep
towards saf ety on roads
for the citizens of Aalo,
West Siang District po-
lice under the supervi-
sion of West Siang Su-
perintendent of Police
Raja Banthiaconducted

program was attended by
Nripen Sharma, retired sub-
ject teacher of Harisinga
High School asachief guest
and the program was pre-
sided over by Hareswar
Kalita, President of Uddguri
District Sahitya Sabha.
Former president of
Udalguri Shatdal Sahitya
Sabha Gautam Jyoti
Talukdar delivered alecture
asan honorable guest. Inter-
national kabaddi referee
Nama Rabha, young artist
Queen G Taukdar, young
writer Sushant Moshahary,
dancer Purbashri Bania and
artists of national award
holder for short movie "Re-
quiem for Hope" Pritam
Patowary, Nikitesh Das and
Hirakjyoti Deka were spe-
cdlyfdicitated. Ontheother
hand, the best contestantsin

theonline poemwriting com-
petition, Sayanika Kakati of
Orang, Partha Pratim Pathak
of Tangla and Deepshikha
Sharma of Bhergaon were
awarded with the prizes in
theprogram. During the pro-
gram, Uddguri Digtrict Socid
Welfare Department's
Jwngsar Boro, Angelisa
Basumtary and Didtrict Child
Line's Rasmita Borgoyary,
Himakshi Rabha, Ansula
Moahahary and Hemanta
Boro gaveamessageonthe
ongoing social upheava in
our society. All themeritori-
ous students of Dhoptal
villagewere specidly felici-
tated at the program, and
the position holder on the
art competition Abwngshri
Boro, Jubi Deka, Violina
Sharma and Mridusmita
Rabha was also awarded.

BSF rescued
capsized at Salmara

=

Saff Reporter, Guwahati Nov 22 : A civil boat got over-
turned in Bharamputra river during loading process at
Boleralga Ghat of South Salmara on November 21. Alert
Seema Praharisof nearby BSFBOPBolerdgaTent Post, 06 Bn
under BSF Guwahati Ftr immediately responded and started
rescue operation with the help of BSF and civil boat. During
rescue operation, BSF troops also evacuated a serioudy in-
jured Indian national namely Asmat Ali (55yrs), SOAlauddin
Seikh, of Village Boleralga under outh Sdmaraand immedi-
ately shifted him to nearest hospital by the help of BSF boat.
Dueto timely action taken by Border Security Force troops,
preciouslifeof thecriticaly injured Indian National could be
saved. The local village president/member and the villagers
have thanked and appreciated the good work done by BSF.
Nevertheless the Border Security Force is dedicated for the
Security of Bordersof Indiaaswell asproviding help to bor-
der population as its guided principle and ethos.

Forest beat officer arrested

Correspondent, Nagaon, Nov 22: Lumding policearrested
Nakhuti Forest Beat officer Hobibur Rahman and forest
personnel deployed in the same forest Beat Abul Kalam
Azad for aleged nexus with a gang of land brokers who
helped the encroachers to encroach land in Lumding re-
serveforest, sourcesadded. Both theforest personnel were
produced in the court at Shankar Nagar in Hojai district
this morning, sources said adding further that till filing of
this report, Lumding police arrested atotal of 9 land bro-
kers including these two forest personnel in connection

with encroachment of land in Lumding reserve forest.

| ntensive Traffic Enforce-
ment conducted

intensive traffic enforce-
ment for three days. In
thisdrive, total 395 traffic
violations were booked,
most of which were with-
out helmets(318) and the
second highest number of
violations were driving
without avalid driving li-

cence(34). Twelve ve-
hicles were impounded
due to lack of number
plates. We appeal to all the
citizens of West Siang
district to follow traffic
rules and ensure safer
roads for ourselves and
our loved ones.

Hospitality and Adventure
I ndiAmy

Touriam Conductec

Staff Reporter, Aalo
Nov 22: The Hospital-
ity and Adventure Tour-
ism organized by the
Indian Army through
4th Battalion Jammu &
Kashmir Light Infantry
concluded in function a
held with thecivilian on
November 19 last. The
elated and enthusiastic
youths who completed
the course success-
fully were felicitated
and given away certifi-
cated on the day. The
MLA Aalo East and Ad-
visor Law and Justice
Advocate Kento Jini
hailed it as a major

boost for the unemployed
youth for sustainable em-
ployment generation in
the years to come. Ex-
tending his gratitude to
thelndianArmy, theMLA
urged them to such skill
development programme
for the youth and this ef-
fort by the Army will go
a long way in building
Army-Civil camarade-

rie. Shri Gedo Ori
Deputy Director of
Tourism, CDR Aalo
Military Station and CO
4th Jammu & Kashmir
Light Infantry were
present. Cycling,
camping, exhibition of
local crafts and prop-
erties and rafting was
organized on the day on
the river bank.
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Delayed winter may
beasgn of warmer
global temperatures

Shifting seasons are directly linked to warmer global tem-
peratures. A slight change in temperature is enough to push
the spring thaw earlier, and delay the first frost until later in
thefall. ... As aresult, winters are shorter, spring is earlier,
summers are longer and fall arrives later.The growing sea-
sonsare shifting. Spring isarriving earlier, winters are shorter,
and the number of freezing daysis declining. These changes
affect the timing of many life cycle events, such as when
flowers bloom or when pollinators emerge. Changes in the
timing of these events - spring thaw or songbird migration,
for example - can have adverse effects on ecosystems, be-
cause different species may respond to different environ-
mental cues, resulting in amisalignment between speciesthat
may rely on one another.Shifting seasons are directly linked
to warmer global temperatures. A slight change in tempera-
ture is enough to push the spring thaw earlier, and delay the
first frost until later in thefall. These environmental changes
cause many trees and spring wildflowers to bloom earlier
than typical. Asaresult, winters are shorter, spring isearlier,
summers are longer and fall arrives later. The US EPA uses
leaf and bloom dates reflecting national phenology trendsto
indicate climate change. Scientists have high confidence that
theearlier arrival of spring eventsislinked to recent warming
trends in global climate. Disruptions in the timing of these
events can have a variety of impacts on ecosystems and
human society. For example, an earlier spring might lead to
longer growing seasons, more abundant invasive species and
pests, and earlier and longer allergy seasons. Unusually warm
weather in late winter can create a"false spring” that triggers
the new growth of plants to begin too early, leaving them
vulnerable to any subsequent frosts - trends that have been
increasingly observed throughout the United States.So far,
the sudden changesin the meteorological pattern have made
the job of weathermen even more difficult. Although they are
predicting that the minimum temperature will drop signifi-
cantly inthe next few days, how long that will last is not easy
to predict. Hence, for the long-term forecast of the coming
winter, they are going to wait for some more time so that it
can be done with more accuracy.

BeaCitizen Journalist

Areyou against of violence or corruption? Do you really
want revolution in the social, educational, political or economi-
cal system? Do you have any questions for the Government,
political or non political parties? Don’'t worry, be apart of The
Assam Rising family, Be a citizen journalist and write to us
about your problem and we will take the responsibility to pub-
lish your voice. Wewill giveyou aplatform to raise your voice,
because your simple voice can change society.

Editor,
TheAssam Rising
GN.B. Road, Chandmari Colony,
Guwahati, PIN 781003

E-mail 1d : assamrising@gmail.com
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It'snot just cricket. Racism against Yorksnire's
south Asan Muslimshasalong history

evidence recounting the racism he

faced within the Yorkshire County
Cricket Club, people of colour across
Britain have been moved to share their
own accounts. But there is something
distinct about Rafiq'stestimony, which
reveals how Yorkshire sits in the na-
tional imagination and how Yorkshire's
south Asian Muslims have been his-
torically positioned as outsiders.When
Rafiq spoke about being physically
pinned down and having red wine
poured down his throat at age 15, |
thought about the ways that action rep-
licated thelogic of awholerange of top-
down policies and processes that have
violently been imposed on people of
colour.For instance, in response to the
arrival of Commonwealth migrants af -
ter the second world war, 11 local coun-
cils adopted a policy of "bussing" im-
migrant children to attend school s el se-
where in order that they made up no
more than 30% of the classroom. Three
of the 11 councils that adopted this
policy - Bradford, Huddersfield and
Halifax - werein Yorkshire. Paraded as
an "integration" project, the buses
were soon termed "Paki buses' by lo-
cal people, and children weretaught in
segregated sections of buildings. This
exemplifies the paradoxical message
that haunts usto this day: while we or-
der you to integrate, we will continue
to label you and punish you as
outsiders.At the time, the "problem"
was immigrants not speaking English.
Later, in 1988, the problem would be
rearticulated as one of cultural back-
wardness linked specifically to Islam,
inlight of imagesof Asian Yorkshiremen
burning Salman Rushdie's Satanic
Verses. By 2001, news mediawould in-
voke such images again when they
spoke of riotsin Bradford. The govern-
ment review would explain the unrest as
the result of "parallel lives' - suggest-
ing that south Asianslived "apart from"
the "rest of society", rather than con-
sidering police brutality and fascist vio-
lence, or decades of deindustrialisation
and unemployment, or racist labour and
housing markets. After 7/7,in 2005, the
narrative about Yorkshire'sAsian Mus-
lim population (both terms conflated

I nthe days since Azeem Rafiq gave

since the war on terror began) would
be solidified when three of the bomb-
ers were found to be from my home-
town, Leeds. After so many decades of
positioning Yorkshire's Asians as a
menace to the nation, the locale would
be deemed explanation enough for their
violence. Multiculturalism was declared
afailure, and south Asian Muslimswere
seen to require surveillance at every
level - now blatant through the Prevent
strat-

egy
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labour were invested into new tech-
nologies, such as locomotives, which
were then exported to hel p pillage other
colonies (trains from Leeds were sent
to Sierra Leone) or raw materials that
were turned into cloth, which colonised
countries were forced to buy.In 1832,
Indian weavers petitioned parliament to
complain that British cloth imports,
alongside exploitatively high taxation
on Indian cloth exports, were undermin-

ng

and
counter-extremism, which criminalise
our identitiesin every publicinstitution.
Entire Yorkshire townswould go on to
be castigated through Islamophobic
and racist stereotypes. Think of
Rotherham and you think of "groom-
ing gangs'; think of Bradford and you
think of documentaries like Make
Bradford British.To fully understand
thisracism, we need to |ook deeper into
the social and economic forces that
shaped Yorkshire's Asian population.
British colonialism, working-class ex-
ploitation and racist border legislation
can all shed light on the distinct mani-
festation of racism that Rafiq, and all of
us, well know.Yorkshire'stextilesmills
and iron foundries werefirst built dur-
ing rapid industrialisation in the 1800s,
by merchants whose money camefrom
the slave trade, in which they ex-
changed goods pillaged from el sewhere
for human beings at the west African
coast. Profits made from enslaved

indus-
try, pushing many to leave their jobs
and, eventually, to simply export raw
cotton that Britain would spin and sell
back to them. The industrialisation of
places such as Yorkshire was built
through the deindustrialisation of
India. These very processes provided
the conditions that led to my grandad
being in search of work in rural Punjab
in the 1960s. When he migrated to
Bradford, as many people did, my
grandfather worked inthe millsthat had
contributed to the impoverishment of
his homeland. As with others, he
worked the most undesirable shifts -
Pakistani men sometimes made up the
entirety of night shifts in wool-comb-
ing, for example Many weregiven white-
washed names by bosses who could
not be bothered to grant them individu-
ality - our family had its own Uncles
"Tony" and "Peter". Hearing Rafiq men-
tion the names "Steve" and "Kevin"
given to cricketers of colour demon-

strates the continuation of this legacy
of dehumanisation. Our communities
didn't create 'paralléel lives': instead we
were always excluded as cheap labour
to be kept out of sight.Ironically, the
long-term settlement of familiesin York-
shireisthe outcome of racismitself. The
1962 Commonwealth Immigration Act
aimed to close Britain to Black and
brown migrants by introducing the need
for "work vouchers', which made it
harder for them to migrate despite be-
ing Commonwealth citizens. Instead, it
was often easier for dependantsto per-
manently join family members already
here because they were forced to
choose between this or long-term sepa-
ration. In addition, construction of the
Mangla dam in the Mirpur region, in
1966, created areservoir that drowned
288 villages, displacing 111,000 people.
The British government latched on to
this displacement as a source of more
cheap labour, offering peoplework per-
mits for factories in the Midlands and
Yorkshire. Seventy percent of Britain's
Pakistani community today trace their
roots to the region. South Asians are
here because of exploitation, racist bor-
der controls and colonisation.It is no
surprise that the cricket world is reel-
ing from Rafig's testimony. Taken as
part of thewider historical context, York-
shire County Cricket Club has done
nothing but hold the fort. But that isa
fort of white supremacy and empire.
And while Yorkshire may have a spe-
cific history, it is no anomaly in a na-
tion built by colonised people's re-
sources, labour, migration and lives.But
thereisanother lesson we can take from
racism in Yorkshire, and that is the
legacy of resistance - through Asian
Youth Movementsin the 1970s, the self-
defence of the Bradford 12 in the 1980s
and anti-racist protests against fas-
cists. These movements of working-
class people of colour independently
mobilising and building solidaritiesto
fight imperialism and racism remind us
that true change has never come from
waiting or relying on the powers that
be. Repainting the boundary lines on
a pitch built by empire and racism is
not enough. We must upturn the en-
tire grounds.

We claim to be a land of hobbyists. But
really we're going quietly mad

headline on the BBC's website
A has my hacklesrising before |

get to the first sentence, which
of course means|'m primed to particu-
larly enjoy it; who wants to read some-
thing they don't expect toinfuriatethemin
the age of antagonism?'How pandemic
burnout sparked the revival of a granny
hobby," it declares, before explaining how
even millennids - imagine! - have suc-
cumbed to the lure of knitting to engage
their hands and soothe their minds during
the recent and ongoing emergency. Celeb-
rity case in point: diver Tom Daey, who
never seems to be without a cable gtitch
holder and abodkin.Even better, | wasen-
raged on someoneelse'sbehdf, for my be-

loved sister-in-law is a genius with the
needles, aDivine Ya-Yaof yarn, awizard
with thewool. No baby in her sightsrisks
venturing out in an unmatching jacket, hat
and bootee, no shoulder goes unshawled,
no teagpot uncosied. Indeed, my own tea-
pot sitsunder aperfectly rendered woollen
representation of thelrish
president, Michael D

25 Alex Clark

her for abdl of wool andapair of needlesand
darted ahit of garter titch. A year on, I'mdill
absolutely rubbish a it. Unless you hgppen
towant avery plainscarf; scaves| cando.All
thisseemed pertinentinthelight of apieceof
research from the Pew Research Center, the
American non-profit organisation that seeks
to find out what makes us
tick. It surveyed what it

Higgins. This is no pan-

demicfad, but alifetimeof gorgeousmeaking:
90 gifted is she that her family and friends
regularly beghertogointobusnessand make
usdl afortune. Sheindgsit'samatter of pure
pleasure. I'll give you "granny hobby",
BBC!Reuctantly, | will concedeapoint: avid
for digractioninalodk-uplull last yeer, | asked

What unitesBihar and Keralayoung
men? It hasto do with jobs

T he skills and education of today's
young adults and their access to eco
nomic opportunitieswill be adeciding
factor in Indiafulfilling its economic potential
in the coming decade. In last week's article,
welooked at how thelifetrajectories of young
women-20-29 years-have changed over time
in India. This article explores the regional
labour market and education trendsfor India's
young men in the age group of 20-29 years
between 2004-05 and 2018-19.The new Na-
tional Employment Policy, whichwill bedrafted
soon, should take into account these regional
trends before finalising regional and sector-
wiseincentivesfor employment creation.Kerala
and Bihar, India's two major states, are vastly
different in terms of economic prosperity. The
former is among the most prosperous states
while the latter is the poorest state in terms of
real income per person. Thereare, however, two
startling similaritiesamong them. These arethe
top-most Indian states in terms of the propor-
tion of young men (20-29 years) in higher edu-
cation . Similarly, these are al so the stateswith
the highest proportion of young men who were
looking for work but did not find it, remaining
unemployed . These numbers are based on our
estimatesfor 2018-19 from the Periodic L abour
Survey data. Among India'syoung men, unem-
ployment rose across all major states by 2018-
19from 2004-05. Further, theregional variation
in unemployment of young men has risen

sharply aswell, reflecting adivergencein their
economic performance and suggesting ahigher
shortfall of jobsin certain states. Whilein 2004-
05, the unemployed-to-population ratio of
young adults ranged from 1.5 per cent
(Karnataka) to 8.9 per cent (Kerala), therange
had more than doubled by 2018-19, with the
least being 5.8 per cent (Gujarat) and the high-
est 21 per cent (Bihar). Similarly, whilethe pro-
portion of young men in education hasrisenin
all states, the regional variation has increased
well. Taken together - higher unemployment and
higher enrolment in higher education - means

VIDYA MAHAMBARE

and Chhattisgarh saw an increase in employ-
ment in both industries and services during
2004-05and 2018-19. In contrast, inthe prosper-
ous states of Maharashtra and Kerala, both the
shareof industrial and servicesemployment fell,
which coincided with a rise in unemployment
and higher education.It is noteworthy that
Punjab, Haryana, and West Bengal have seen a
rise in industrial employment, which includes
congtruction sector work, among young men.
India's most popul ous state, Uttar Pradesh, how-
ever, witnessed a decline in the proportion of
young men employed in services and near-stag-
nation inindustrial employment. Giventhat
nearly 16 per cent of young menin Indiaor

that more than 18 per cent of young men be-
tween the ages of 20 to 29 years, were not eco-
nomically active, delaying their contribution to
the economy during their prime years.India's
employment policy needs to consider the fol-
lowing - if the focus on formal higher educa-
tion continues then the impetus for job cre-
ation would need to bein high-end manufactur-
ing and services to fulfil young men's aspira-
tions. Even though the quality of education may
not be good to raise employability, a degree
holder aspires for a certain type of jobs, result-
ing in the mismatch of availablejobsand young
generation's expectation of job profiles.Young
men in prosperous states such as Gujarat and
Karnataka, middle-income states such as Odisha,
West Bengal, and poorer states such as Bihar

14.5million arein Uttar Pradesh, if theNew Em-
ployment Policy can provide incentivesfor job
creation, in both industry and services in the
state, it would also lower the pressure on
migration.Itisanatural transition for young men
to move away from farm employment to higher
education and into non-farm jobs as the local
economy develops. Thetrend is clearly visible
in several prosperous states including Kerala
and Tamil Nadu where less than 10 per cent of
young men work on the farm. Even among the
states that are known for their agriculture
strength - Punjab and Haryana - only 11-13 per
cent of young men work on farms. Evenin two
of the poorest states among India's mgjor states
- Uttar Pradesh and Bihar - lessthan 30 per cent
of young men areinto agriculture.

styles "advanced econo-
mies', among them Taiwan, Belgium, South
Koreaand the UK, and asked respondents a
wide-ranging series of questions about what
maekesthar livesmeaningful. Theresultsare
interesting rather than view-shifting:
unsurprisngly, people across countries and
culturesgenerdly ditedther rdationshipwith
their family asavitd factor in their content-
ment; having somewheredecenttolive, away
to earn money and access to essentia ser-
vices make for ahappier life and those who
don't havethemfocusmoreonthechdlenges
lifethrows up. Americansare more likely to
telk about rdigionthan other nationditiesand
amongthem, Republicanswill ditetheprimacy
of freedomandindependencemorefrequently
than Democrats, dthoughit'stheNetherlands
where that's an especidly hot topic.In Ta-
wan, citizenswerekeento talk about society
as a cornergone of hagppiness, mentioning
sdfety, the medica and public hedlth insur-
ancesysgemsandtheir fresdomsascompared
to those in China and Hong Kong. Spain
emerged as the only country to put hedth
firgt as a gpedific condition of ameaningful
life; inSouthK orea, materid welbeingtopped

that set of answers. New Zedand iswinning
a caring about its pets, with the UK, Audtra:
liaand the USjugt behind.But wherethe UK
comes out top isin its devotion to hobbies,
whichit ranksinthird place, after family and
friends. Admittedly, the definition appears
quite wide; one respondent mentioned hav-
ing accessto the internet, which, as hobbies
go, isfairly low-effort, dthough maybethey
spend their downtimewatching ingtructiona
videos about decoupage and jam-miaking.ls
Britain anation of hobbyigsand, if so, what
does that suggest? Certainly, the great ba-
nanabread symposum of 2020 confirmsthe
ides, as does the nationd devotion to The
Gredt BritishBakeOff (#teeamdirgerdeva), The
Grest British Sewing Bee, PortraitArtist of the
Year andsoforth. That BakeOff findlis Chigs
he of the dightly odd but nonetheless im-
pressive purple gpples, only took up bekingin
lockdown, presumably because his skydiving
hobby hed been temporaily paused, isaguar-
anteed audience-pleaser. From beans on
toast to bavaroisand Bretontartinjust afew
short months, what a guy. Meanwhile, we
can only be a whiff of woodsmoke away
fromaplethoracf TV showsand newspaper
artidespainstakingly guiding usthroughthe
art of homemade tree baubles, an annud
rite of passage that only sharpensthe nos-
talgic longing for proper, old-fashioned
Christmasses, when you gathered up as
much cheap and gaudy decoration as you
could in Woolworths, bought a cake from
M& Sand waited with your highlighter pen
for the double-issue Radio Times.

Clean Tezpur,

Being aresident of Tezpur | am personally very glad to hear that Tezpur is
again crowned as the cleanest city of the North East zone under the Swachh
Survekshan mission . Tezpur has already emerged as the second cleanest city
among the cities of North East region in the swatch Sarvekshan 2020. From the
very beginning municipality board of Tezpur and the district administration has
stepped forward to keep Tezpur clean and green. In comparison to the other
towns of Assam Tezpur isunique in many ways . But slowly Tezpur is going to
lose its past glory on cleanliness for untoward behaviour of some netizens
towardsthecircle of our environment. We can make our beloved city moreclean
and green . If wedon't throw our domestic garbages here and there, if we don't
use plastics and other pollutants, if we can make every ingtitution, office, every
public places as plastic free environment, we can surely uplift the stage of
cleanliness of Tezpur to national and international level.

So | urge everyoneto treat Tezpur as his own home onwards . Yours etc.

Green Tezpur

AdityaAnkur Nath
Cotton University
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Nagaland Childrens Home
Aj journey of love, compassion and hope

Dlmapur, Nov 22: One
man's journey across re-
mote villages of Nagaland
and his encounters with
helpless, starving fellow-
Nagas translated into a
humanitarian service that
would change thousands
of lives and continue to
give hope to many more
even after his passing.
The story of Nagaland
Childrens Home (NCH)
can best be described as
ajourney of love, compas-
sion and hope. Estab-
lished in 1972 in Diphupar
village, Dimapur by the
late Soyelo Wetsah
(fondly known as SP
Wetsah) and his wife
Kedu-u Lasuh, NCH was
built with a mission to help
the poor, destitute and
downtrodden children and
women. NCH is funded by
the Integrated Child De-
velopment Services
(ICDS), Ministry of
Women and Child Devel-
opment. In his memoir, SP
Wetsah wrote: 'During my
journeys i encountered
orphans, children and
women suffering and in
need of care and protec-
tion. These encounters
changed my perspective
and mission in life for
good'. Late SP Wetsah
was born at Chizami vil-
lage under Phek district in
1931. In 1940 he joined the
lower primary schools in
his village but the school
closed down in 1943 when
World War II broke out. In
1945 after the end of the
war, he rejoined school

Private

Kohima, Nov 22:
Nagaland Chief Secre-
tary J Alam said that
Nagaland has 2,706
schools out which 1,961
are government schools
with 1.66 lakh students
and 745 private schools
with 2.78 lakh students.
"It is obvious that pri-
vate schools are attract-
ing more than 62% of the
total enrolled school go-
ing children," he said
while speaking at the
Golden Jubilee grand fi-

and also converted to

Christianity. For that he
was banished from home.
He reunited with his fam-
ily in 1949 after his parents
converted to Christianity.
While in his high school,
SP's heart yearned to serve
the community and ulti-
mately he decided to drop
out of school and take his
family to Mon district to
serve the people there on
his first mission. While in
Mon, he travelled to some
of the remotest villages
bordering Myanmar and
Arunachal Pradesh.
There, he and his wife
taught the Konyak people
the art of administration
and economic suste-
nance. However, given the
situation back then, his
works would invite suspi-
cion of the Armed forces
and ultimately he and his
family were vacated from
Mon. With a heavy heart,
SP returned home and
joined the Naga national
movement in 1963. He

schools

nale programme of Don
Bosco Kohima. He said
that among these private
schools, the schools run
by faith based organiza-
tions and charities have
a substantial share.
"Since quality of educa-
tion is a major concern,
the state government is
taking several important
steps to improve the
quality of education in
government schools," he
said adding that an im-
portant intervention is

served as a Joint Secretary
of the Naga Army
Organisation, Federal
Government of Nagaland.
During his journey as a
Naga freedom fighter he
travelled through the
length and breadth of
Naga inhabited areas, and
it was there that he wit-
nessed the lack of love,
help and compassion
among many Naga com-
munities. 'l realised that
the truth of each person's
responsibility is to care for
another fellow being...it
burned like a fire in my
heart," he wrote in his
memoir. NCH takes care
of orphans and children
between the ages of 5 to
18 from poor/underprivi-
leged background. "Our
mission has been and is to
educate, train and equip
them for their future,"
says Kolhi Wetsah, direc-
tor of NCH who took over
after his father's demise in
2013. NCH has been home
to over 5000 plus children

in the last 50 years. Its
alumni include doctors,
army officers, bankers, lec-
turers among others. Cur-
rently the Home has 39 chil-
dren (26 boys and 13 girls).
No child is made to leave till
he or she pass class 12
(even if they fail). Apart from
free education, children here
are imparted with life skills
like farming, gardening,
cleaning etc. "Although
ICDS guidelines mention
that children should be pro-
vided with a cook and
washer, we don't want them
to depend on others for
their survival. They need to
be equipped to in all aspects
to face the world after they
leave from here," Kolhi says.
The tradition of running the
Home has been passed
down under the guardian-
ship of Kedu-u, who contin-
ues to be the 'Housemother'.
Though she is no longer
actively involved in the day
to day affairs of the Home,
her role cannot be ignored.
"She has been the backbone

attracting more
than 62% students

the implementation of a
World Bank assisted
project to develop 'Light-
house schools' in differ-
ent clusters that will be-
come a model for other
schools to follow. In
terms of technology also,
a large number of schools
are being provided with
e-class rooms and good
quality labs to improve
quality, he said. The chief
secretary said that when
it comes to school edu-
cation, the immense con-

tribution of Catholic
schools cannot be ignored.
He said that as per the Glo-
bal Catholic Education Re-
port 2020 by Quentin
Wodon, a World Bank lead
economist, 63 million stu-
dents are studying in more
than 2,20,000 catholic
schools worldwide. As per
conservative estimate, the
governments which have the
primary responsibility for
providing school education
are saving 63 billion USD
annually, he said. What is
more important to note is
that the quality of educa-
tion in these schools is
much better than many gov-
ernment and other private
schools, Alam said. Stating
that the Don Bosco frater-
nity is also making an im-
mense contribution to hu-
manity by running more than
3,000 institutions worldwide,
Alam said "And in
Nagaland, six Don Bosco
schools are imparting qual-
ity education to thousands
of students irrespective of
their caste, creed, colour,
faith or religion."

Gov Mishra urges army to adopt
cautious approach in dealing with people

Itanagar, Nov 22: Gover-
nor BD Mishra suggested
to GOC-in-Chief of the
Eastern Army Command,
Lt Gen Manoj Pande to
"adopt a cautious ap-
proach while dealing with
the local populations in
the insurgency-affected
areas of Arunachal
Pradesh." Mishra made
the suggestion when the
army commander called on
him at the Raj Bhavan here
on Sunday and discussed
issues related to border
defence and healthier
civil-army liaison. Sharing
the observations he made
during his recent visit to
insurgency-affected dis-
tricts of eastern
Arunachal, the governor

said that the army units,
along with their prime re-
sponsibility of guarding
the frontiers, should also
adopt villages and
schools and conduct
medical camps in their ar-
eas of responsibility.
"Such initiatives by the
army will help in arresting
the migration of the indig-
enous population from
border areas to urban
settlements," Mishra said.
The governor, who always
bats for recruitment of
home-grown soldiers to
further strengthen the
army, said that the recruit-
ment of local youths in the
army would have multifac-
eted advantages. "Our
youths with an inherent

son-of-the-soil instinct to

defend every inch of our
land are tough, know the
terrain of the border areas
like the back of their
palms, and are well
adapted to the topogra-
phy," he said. The gover-

of insurgency-affected dlsts

nor complimented the GOC-
in-C for maintaining the ter-
ritorial integrity of the na-
tion, particularly in
Arunachal. The army com-
mander briefed the governor
on the overall scenario of the
army's presence in the state.

of the Home," Khrolhi-u
Wetsah, counsellor of
the Home. The journey
of 50 years has had its
share of ups and downs.
Funding has become ir-
regular especially in the
last two to three years.
However, donations and
assistance from well wish-
ers has kept the Home
running smoothly. Kolhi
says, "God has been very
kind to us.'As NCH looks
to the future to celebrate
50 years, preparation is on
to commemorate the life
of man and woman who
dedicated their entire life
to the welfare of the
downtrodden and the
endevour to carry on the
legacy remains. As SP
Wetsah wrote in his
memoire, 'l express my
genuine hope that
Nagaland Childrens
Home will continue to be
a torchbearer for the des-
titute and others in dire
plight. I believe it will
continue to be a channel
of blessing.'

'Ghum Festival' in Darjeeling
Himalayan Rallway 1naugurated

Darjeeling, Nov 15: The
three-week long 'Ghum
Festival' in the UNESCO
World Heritage Site,
Darjeeling Himalayan Rail-
way (DHR) started with
festivities. The festival
was inaugurated by
Anshul Gupta, GM North-
east Frontier railway
(NFR) in presence of se-
nior railway officials and
local people. The festival
is being organised by the
Darjeeling Himalayan Rail-
way at Ghum (the highest
railway station in India)
and Darjeeling Railway
Stations in order to reju-
venate the tourism indus-
try of Darjeeling, at the
core of which lies the 150-
Year old world heritage
Darjeeling Himalayan Rail-
way (DHR), NFR CPRO
Guneet Kaur informed in
a press release on Satur-
day. The festival starts
from November 13 and
will conclude on Decem-
ber 5; the day DHR got its
UNESCO World Heritage
Status in 1999. The fest
also aims to attract the
pandemic-tired popula-

tion of the entire country
and the world, lift up the
status of Darjeeling as a
premium tourist destina-
tion and thus boost the
earnings of Indian Rail-
ways through DHR, the
CPRO informed. The DHR
is running numerous Toy-
trains rides namely Joy
Rides, Jungle Tea Safari,
Red Panda, Him Kanya,
New  Jalpaiguri -
Darjeeling Passenger
Train as per need of tour-
ists. This Ghum Festival
fest will simultaneously
provide a huge platform
for the artists, performers,
craftsmen, engineers and
workers in the district as

well as Indian Railways to
showcase their creativity
to the world and increase
their earnings. The fest
will run along 3 verticals,
namely: Culture, Adven-
ture and Tourism. The
cultural aspect includes
several events that will be
hosted in the stations and
the famous Chaurasta
stage in Darjeeling such
as folk dances, folk mu-
sic, singing, music and
dance  performances,
Stand-up comedy, plays
and talent shows. Local
performers as well as inter-
nal talents from Indian Rail-
ways are coming together
to make it a reality.

CSU conducts 'Mapumo
Seta' at Chizami

Kohima, Nov 22:
Chizami Students' Union
(CSU) has conducted
Mapumo Seta (Morung
Conversations), an ini-
tiative to bridge inter-
generational knowledge
gaps between the elder
and younger genera-
tions on November 20
last at Chizami under
Phek district. This
programme was part of
the 75th anniversary
celebration of CSU un-
der the theme 'Educate,
Empower, Inspire'. The
'Mapumo' or Morung, a
traditional institute of
learning and education,
was an indispensible
part of the Naga way of
life prior to the arrival of
the British administra-
tion and Christian mis-
sionaries. It played a
major role in educating
the past Naga society of
its rich value system,
wisdom and knowledge
that were passed on
from one generation to
another. The rich oral
folklores, songs and
games, traditional
knowledge and wisdom
on agriculture, handi-
crafts, social etiquettes,
leadership and many
others were taught and
handed down to the
younger generation
through this institution.
However, with the ad-
vent of Christianity and
the giving up of the old
ways, the institution of
Morung went out of
sync with modernity,
leading to the complete
abandonment of its
practice. With the old
indigenous values under

threat, there is an urgent
need to protect and pre-
serve them before they
are lost completely with
the passage of time.
With this sense of pres-
ervation in mind, the
Mapumo Seta is aimed at
reviving the age old
practice of learning from
the elders of the commu-
nity about the varied tra-
ditional value systems,
knowledge and wisdom
which has sustained our
people through the
ages. It is an interactive
platform where modern
education meets tradi-
tional knowledge sys-
tems. The resource per-
sons for the programme
were indigenous com-
munity knowledge hold-
ers of the village who
shared their own stories
and recounts of the
past. They highlighted
the importance of
Morung as an institu-
tion and of traditional
farming system; impor-
tance of agriculture as a
means of food suste-
nance and food security
and traditional seed
keeping systems.

Kelhizulo Mero, a former
teacher and local histo-
rian, emphasized the im-
portance and makeup of
the Morung as a medium
of learning for the young
in the past. He shared
that in the old days, a
well-structured and well-
designed system exist
that ensured the trans-
mission of knowledge,
skills, values and eti-
quettes to the younger
generation alongside the
culture of respect and
coexistence as a commu-
nity. Diligence and hard
work, respect and integ-
rity which he considered
were the rich values of
the ancestors.
Khenemvu L Mero, an-
other indigenous knowl-
edge holder stressed on
the importance of the
practice of agriculture
and its sustenance. He
opined that the village is
blessed with a land that
is favourable for differ-
ent types of cropping
and for which people
must utilise the land with
'diligence and hard work'
which he consider val-
ues of the ancestors. He

further added that the
knowledge and wisdom
are required in farming
too. He stressed on the
significance to value the
traditional knowledge
systems and that young
people must learn apart
from the formal educa-
tion. Edikhwe-u Wezah,
a seed keeper encour-
aged young students to
take keen interest at
farming and seed keep-
ing. While displaying
some samples of seeds,
she also shared about
different traditional
methods to preserve
seeds. The most common
equipment to preserve
seeds is local bamboo
cups and gourd contain-
ers instead of plastic
containers. She saves
more than 50 varieties of
seeds which she also
shared with the commu-
nity members. She men-
tioned that the climate
variability has impacted
farmers' productivity
and yield particularly
this year due to rise in
temperature, delay in
monsoon arrival and
change in rainfall inten-
sity. Therefore, she em-
phasized on the impor-
tance of saving local tra-
ditional seeds instead of
relying on the external
market which is emerg-
ing in recent years. She
encouraged the young
students to learn from
their parents practically
and be proud of their
roots and heritage. This
was stated in a release
issued by Khrolhiweu
Tsuhah (Awi), General
Secretary, CSU.

No. TECH-09/ SE(R&B)/PWD/2019-20/68
SHORT NOTICE INVITING TENDER.

Sealed tenders affixing a non-refundable court fee stamp of Rs. 8.25 (Rupees Eight & paise twenty five) only with
a validity period of 180 days, which will subsequently to be converted and drawn up in the printed F-2 form are invited from
the registered contractors of class- I (A,B,C); Class -II & III Category registered under PWD (Roads) Department, Assam and
Bodoland Territorial Council, according to their eligibility for submitting tenders for the work as stated below. The tenders will
be received by the undersigned up to 2.00 P.M on 08-12- 2021 and will be opened on the same date & place at 2.15 P.M .

Dtd. Kokrajhar, the 20-11-2021

Ch.29400.00m)

Restoration of damaged road pavement for laying of OFC by open
trance from Bijni Gaon Market- Borobazar -Chamugaon-Ballamguri
1 |Bazar- Bishpani-Borgaon-PSC-Ballimari-Patiladoha ~NHT Point
via NDD/OT (Total Length=

64.80km) from Ch.0.00m to

Rs. 18,71,334.00

Class-1(AB & C)
Class-IT & TIT

3(three)

Rs.1000/- Months

Ch.64800.00m)

Restoration of damaged road pavement for laying of OFC by open
trance from Bijni Gaon Market- Borobazar -Chamugaon-Ballamguri
2 |Bazar- Bishpani-Borgaon-PSC-Ballimari-Patiladoha -NHT Point via
NDD/OT (Total Length= 64.80km) from (Ch.29400.00m to

Rs. 22,53,239.00

Class-1(AB &
), Class-II & IIT

3(three)

Rs.1000/- Months

Detail N.LT. may be seen in all working days in the office of the undersigned. Tender paper will be issued to the
contractor or their authorized agent upto 12 Noon on all working days from 25-11-2021 to 08 -12- 2021
in the office of the undersigned on payment in the form of Demand Draft/Banker’s Cheque, duly pledged to the Principal
Secretary Bodoland Territorial Council, Kokrajhar. The contractor should submit attested copy of Registration Certificate for
the year 2021-22, latest clearance certificate of Income Tax and Sales Tax. GST. along with the tenders. In case the office remain
closed on the tender receiving/ opening the same will be received/opened on the next working day.

IPR(BTC)-419/2021

Superintending Engineer,
PWD, (R&B)Circle, Kokrajhar

Sd/-
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Protesting farmers put six

isakey pointintheletter. The Lakhimpur Kheri incident and our demands of
action against the Union Minister (Union MoS Ajay Mishra) have been
mentioned aswell," said Balbir Singh Rgjewal of BKU Rajewal.Intheletter,
released late Sunday, the SKM stated that they were "disappointed" dueto
lack of "concrete" announcementson their remaining demands. It also sought
a memorial for the "more than 700 farmers' who had died during the
protests.Theletter sought theimmediate withdrawal of action against farm
protesters who "have been implicated in hundreds of cases during this
movement (June 2020till date) in Delhi, Haryana, Chandigarh, Uttar Pradesh
and several other states"."We noted that after 11 rounds of talks, you chose
the path of unilateral declaration rather than a bilateral solution; nonethe-
less, we are glad that you have announced the decision to withdraw al three
farm laws. We wel come this announcement and hope that your Government
will fulfill thispromiseat theearliest and infull," said the | etter.Raising their
key demand on M SP, the SKM'sletter said: "Minimum Support Price based
on the comprehensive cost of production (C2+50%) should be made alegal
entitlement of all farmersfor al agricultural produce, so that every farmer of
the country can be guaranteed at least the M SP announced by the govern-
ment for their entire crop." Apart fromthe electricity Bill and the demand for
scrapping any pena action against farmers on air pollution, the letter re-
ferred to the Lakhimpur Kheri incident in UP on October 3, when four pro-
testers were killed after being hit by a convoy of three vehicles, including
oneowned by MoSMishra."Ajay MishraTeni, the mastermind of L akhimpur
Kheri murder case and accused of section 120B, is still roaming freely and
remainsaMinister inyour cabinet. Heis also sharing the stage with you and
other senior ministers. He should be sacked and arrested,” it said."During
thismovement, so far about 700 farmers have given their livesto the cause,
astheir supreme sacrifice. There should be compensation and rehabilitation
support for their families. To build amartyrs memorial inthe memory of the
martyr farmers, land should be given at Singhu Border," it said."Prime Min-
ister, you have appealed to the farmers that now we should go back home.
We want to assure you that we are not fond of sitting on the streets. We too
desire that after resolving these other issues as soon as possible, we return
to our homes, families and farming. If you want the same, then the govern-
ment should immediately resumetalkswith the SamyuktaKisan Morchaon
the above six issues," the letter said.At the protest site at Singhu, several
protesters spoke about a"fresh wave of energy" intheir ranks. "The comple-
tion of oneyear isahuge moment for us. If the government still triesto delay
therepeal, wewill stay herefor another year. Inthe meantime, wearemaking
preparations for different events that will take place in the coming days,"
said Gurinder Singh, aprotester from Jalandhar.L ast Friday, Prime Minister
Modi announced his decision to repeal the three farm laws: Farmers Pro-
duce Trade and Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation) Act, 2020; Farmers
(Empowerment and Protection) Agreement on Price Assurance and Farm
ServicesAct, 2020; and Essential Commodities (Amendment) Act, 2020.The
Indian Express reported on Sunday that the Ministry of Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare and the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public
Distribution - the two ministriesin charge of administering the threelaws-
have begun the process of drafting the repeal Bills.

Taliban target 'immoral’ Afghan

promisesof theinclusive government, the Taliban have appointed an all-male
cabinet. They abolished the Ministry of Women's Affairs and handed over
the women's ministry building to the reinstated Ministry of Vice and Virtue,
which was responsible for some of the worst abuses against women during
the Taliban's previousperiod in power from 1996-2001.L ast week, the United
Nations had called for a more inclusive government in Afghanistan as the
country has seen a curtailment of the fundamental rights of women and girls
under the Taliban rule.Deborah Lyons, UN Special Representative and Head
of the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), said "Theserange
from limiting theright to work to the absence of women from major decision-
making foraand from senior echelons of the civil service."

Railway week award ceremony

of N. F. Railway. Altogether 87 Individual Awards, 18 Group Awards, 34
Efficiency Shieldsweredistributed for outstanding performance during last
year. The Railway Week Awards have been instituted to recognize the ef-
forts and endeavour of railway employees in efficient and dedicated dis-
charge of their duties. In his speech, Shri Anshul Gupta, General Manager,
N. F. Railway highlighted that N. F. Railway became No. 1 performer among
all the zonesover Indian Railwaystill September, 2021. Almost al long dis-
tance and intercity expresses could be resumed due to united efforts of all
employees although there was hostile environment. The General Manager
also stated that so many new lines, double line projects are there in N. F.
Railway in various stages of execution. Dueto dedicated efforts of employ-
ees, train on electric traction now reached Kamakhya. Moreover, N. F. Rail-
way has planned to redevelop more than eight stations as world class sta-
tionsin which Kamakhya station is one of them. Devel opment works with
unique child-friendly facilitiesin Children Wardinthe N. F. Railway Central
Hospital has been started and is being planned to start in al divisions very
soon, the General Manger stated. He al so appreciated the hard work being
done by employees in this regard. The Alipurduar junction station re-
ceived the Best Kept Station Shield for the year 2020-21. The Divisional
Railway Hospital, Lumding won the Best Kept Hospital award. Dibrugarh
workshop got the Best Kept Workshop Shield while New Brick Field
Railway Colony of Rangiyadivision won the Best Kept Railway Colony
Shield. Alipurduar division got the shields for Accounts and Commercial
departmentswhile Lumding division got it for Mechanical and Signal &
Telecommunication departments. Katihar division won shields for Oper-
ating, Storesand EnHM (Environment and Housekeeping M anagement)
departments while Rangiya division won it for Safety department.
Alipurduar and Rangiyadivisionsjointly won the Efficiency Shield for
Engineering and Personnel departmentswhile Lumding and Alipurduar
divisionsjointly won Shield for Electrical department. Shield for Secu-
rity department was jointly won by Tinsukia and Katihar divisions.
The Overall Efficiency Shield for all-round performances during last
financial year went jointly to Alipurduar and Katihar Divisionsof N. F.
Railway. Apart from these, various departments and workshops that
excelled in variousfieldswere given Efficiency Shields. Railway offi-
cialsinvolved in activities pertaining to Bharat Scouts & Guides, rail-
way unions/associations and NFRWWO etc. were also honoured for
their excellent performance during last year.

|AF Group Capt Abhinandan

F-16 fighter aircraft during aerial combat on February 27 aday after the
Balakot airstrike.ln the process, he flew over Pakistan occupied Kash-
mir and his MiG-21 was hit and he had to eject over the territory con-
trolled by the enemy.He was then taken into custody by the Pakistan
Army. The Pakistan Army was forced to release him due to the exten-
sive pressure exerted by the Indian side along with international inter-
vention into the matter.Abhinandan was part of the Srinagar-based 51
squadron and had flown to thwart an aerial attack launched by the
Pakistanis on February 27, 2019.India had launched an aerial strike on
Pakistansterrorist facility in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa arearun by the
Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) on February 26.Meanwhile, Major Vibhuti
Shankar Dhoundiyal’s wife Lieutenant Nitika Kaul and mother Saroj
Dhoundiyal receive his Shaurya Chakra (Posthumous) for an opera-
tion in Jammu and Kashmir in which five terrorists were killed and 200
kg explosives were recovered.Naib Subedar Sombir was also accorded
Shaurya Chakra posthumously for killing an A++ category terrorist
during an operation in Jammu and Kashmir. His wife and mother re-
ceivethe award from President Ram Nath Kovind.

CM Reviews construction works

MDoNER) and NEC funded schemesin the Statewith the senior officialsof T& D
Department. Dr Sarmadirected T& D Department to be prompt and moreactivein
reviewing implementation of such schemesand urged implementing departments
totake appropriate stepsfor completion of all NLCPR and NEC funded projects
within stipulated time frame. It is worth mentioning that out of 562 NLCPR-
Assam projects with total financial allocation of Rs. 3680.03 crore, at present
there are 188 ongoing projects under various departments. Similarly, 27 NEC
funded projects are under implementation in the State under 15 nos. of depart-
mentsin 90:10 funding pattern. Additional Chief Secretary of T& D Department
Pawan Kumar Barthakur and Principal Secretary to CM Samir Kumar Sinhawere
also present during the review meeting among others.

Drugs case: NCB mulls moving

Sena via its mouthpiece Saamana on Monday, claimed that NCB had spun its
own taleto arrest the star kid along with eight othersin the Mumbai cruise drug
bust. Pointing out that the Bombay HC had ruled out any drug conspiracy inthe
case and that no drugs were found on Khan's person, Sena claimed that several
NCB officershad attempted to collect bribesto let go of the 'kids. Demanding the
arrest of all such officers, Senalauded minister Nawab Malik for publicising all
evidence of wrongdoing by NCB."Children of film stars, businessmen, and rela-
tives of paliticians are being targetted by NCB and demanded to pay huge sums
of money to beleft alone. Sharad Pawar haswarned that every day Anil Deshmukh
remainsinjail, they will haveto pay. After the many expose by Nawab Malik, BJP
has now fallen silent," claimed Sena.On Saturday, in the Bombay HC's detailed
bail order on Aryan Khan's arrest, Justice Nitin Sambre said that there is no
concrete evidence to convince the court that all accused persons with common
intentions agreed to commit an unlawful act and repudiated the conspiracy angle.
The court stated that no drugs were recovered from Aryan Khan's possession
and the drugs seized from the possession of Arbaaz Khan and Munmun
Dhamechawasasmall quantity. SRK'sson Aryan Khan along with Arbaaz Mer-
chant and Munmun Dhamechawere granted bail by the Bombay High Court on
October 30.The court added that WhatsApp chats recovered from Aryan's
phone suggest nothing objectionable. Citing the investigation done till date,
the court stated that the evidence does not verify that the three 'have hatched
conspiracy committing the offencein question'. "Theinvestigation carried out
till this date suggests that Applicant/Accused nos 1 & 2 (Aryan & Arbaaz)
were travelling independent of Applicant/Accused no 3 (Munmun) and there
was no meeting of mindson the aforesaid issue," read the order.After weeks of
legal battle, Aryan Khan along with Arbaaz M erchant and Munmun Dhamecha
were granted bail by the Bombay High Court under stringent conditions. Ac-
cording to the bail order accessed by Republic Media Network, the three have
to surrender their passports before the Special NDPS court and are not allowed
toleave Indiawithout prior permission. Other conditions also include a prohi-
bition from tampering evidence, influencing witnesses and they must visit the
NCB officeevery Friday between 11 amto 2 PM.

Nepal International Heroes Games.
Golaghat Glrl Bagged Gold

CORRESPONDENT,
Golaghat, Nov 22: Megha
Jainfrom Golaghat, Assam ks
bagged Gold in4th Nepal In-
ternational Heroes Games
Championship 2021 which
was organized by Youth
Sports Development
Forum,Nepal (Reg:by - Inter-
national Youth Sports and |
Education Federation ) and |
held at Rangshala §
Stadium,Pokhara, Nepal . It
is to be known that she got
the 1st positionin 'Kick Box- : . :

ing' whichwasheldinthe 2nd Week of November . Meghalsthe proud daughter
of Lt. Manoj Singhvi and Anju Singhvi Jain .Recently In the National Kick
Boxing Championship organised by "Khelo India Fit India" in Goatoo Megha
Jain bagged Gold Medal . Back to back two medals at National aswell as Inter-
national level has made Golaghatians proud .

Book released at Nagaon

Correspondent, Nagaon, Nov 22: Noted TV newsanchor and editor in chief of
Pratidin Time news channel, Nitumoni Saikia ceremonially released a book of
essays on various topics of Indian philosophy in Assamese language - "
Antardarshan" by Ruprekha Bora here at a function held at the auditorium of
Nowgong Govt Boys HS School on Sunday last. The programme was organized
by Suror Panchoi Silpi Somaj, Nagaon and noted Assamese short story teller of
Ramdhanu eraBhadreswar Rajkhuwainaugurated the function. Literary activist
Pranjal Bordoloi anchored the entire programme. Noted Assamese litterateur and
story teller SibanandaKakoti, artiste and singer Ranjan Bezbaruah, Atikur Rahman
and other graced the occasion.

TRIBUTE
Niranjan Goswami

Nagaon, Nov 22 : Niranjan Goswami, an eminent forest official of North Eastern
state, died at the age of 94 yearsat Kolkataon November 14 |ast. Born at Hujgaon
on the outskirts of Nagaon town in 1927. He was the eldest son of Lt Trailokya
Goswami and Lt SnehaDevi. A brilliant student passed the High School Examina-
tionin 1944 and received agold medal from the British government. Thereafter he
was admitted to Cotton College, Ghy and passed I. Sc. and B. Sc. examination
with credit. In 1950, hejoined Forest Research I nstitution, Dehradun and com-
pleted coursesin soil conservation and forestry. In 1952, he joined the service of
the govt of Assam and started servicelifeas DFO, Dibrugarh district. Heworked
inLushai Hill now Mizoram and Garo Hillsnow known as M eghalayaas an expert
of development of hill forestry. In 1965, he went to the USA for training in devel -
opment of forestry planning especially in maintenance of rain forest. After re-
turning from the USA, he joined the Meghaaya Forest Department and was
elevated to the post of Chief Conservator of Forest. He retired from the same
post in 1987. During histenure asaforest official, he planned and developed rain
forest in Upper Assam, planned forest in Karbi Anglong, Meghalaya, Mizoram
and planted chew nuts garden in Assam, Meghalaya and Mizoram. After retire-
ment, he used to residein Zoo Narengi road in Guwahati. Goswami earned name
and fame as an honest forest officer of the North Eastern region among the govt
of Assam, Meghalaya and Mizoram. On his death, North East lost an eminent
forest expert who advised the forest department of the three statestill his death.
He leaves behind his wife, three daughters and a host of relatives.

Run for vote or ganised
in Chirang

CORRESPONDENT, Kajalgaon, Nov 22 : As part of its various initiatives for
the special campaign in connection with Special Summary Revision (SSR) of Photo
Electoral Rollswith reference to January 1, 2022, a Run for Vote was organised by
the Chirang district administration at Kajalgaon on Sunday. The programme was
flagged off by Wahidul Islam, Sub-Divisional Officer (Sadar), Chirang in the pres-
ence of Jashnabati Mahilary, in-charge District Sports Officer and other officials of
the sports department, Chirang. The programme organised for creating awareness
among the newly eligible generations to encourage them to enroll as general voters
was attended by more than hundred participants from different schools, colleges
and sports clubs of the district. A massive awareness drive through mobile miking
across the district is also being carried out by the district administration after the
publication of integrated draft photo electoral rolls on November 1 last.

CM Dir. Sarmaw siting theresidence of late Deben Sharmaat Agdal a,
BaihataCharali on November 22

All Assam one-act Play Competition

STAFFREPORTER, Guwahati, Nov 22: TheLankeshwar DasMemoria Trust
inassociation with Halugaon Sevak Sanghaand Library are going to organize
the 3rd All Assam Shashanka DasKalitaMemorial Rupalim one-act play com-
petition on 5th and 6th February 2022. The two-day long programme will be
held at Halugaon L.P. School. The three best drama teams will be honoured
with running trophies and cash prizes. Along with that the male and female
best actors, best script, best director will also be honoured with cash prizes.
Teamswilling to participatein the one-act play competition can contact Hiranya
Bhattacharyaon 887651512 & 9706263192 with their application, manuscript
of the play and ajoining fee Rs. 500 within December 31, 2021. Manuscript of
the play can aso be send through post/courier to - Shashanka Das Kalita
Memorial Rupalim one-act play competition, C/o - Maa Hotel & Fast food,
HouseNo. 247, Hengrabari Road, Ganeshguri, Guwahati- 781006, Assam.

Biennial session of North
L akhimpur PressClub held

Correspondent, North Lakhimpur, Nov 22: The biennial session of the North
Lakhimpur Press Club (NLPC), commenced from November 21 at the Press Club
Bhawan , Chandmari, North Lakhimpur town, with a two-day long programs,
concludes today successfully. The program of the event began with the unfurling
of the club flag by its outgoing president Sailen Baruah at 9-30 a.m. on November
21. The delegates meeting and the next executive body constitution meeting were
held at 6-00 p.m. on the same day where a new 18 members executive committee
was formed for the year--2021-2023 with Kumud Baruah as president and Karuna
KrishnaNath as general secretary. The programs of the concluding day on Novem-
ber 22 began with the smriti tarpan program by journalist Nabiul Hussain at 10-00
am. The open meeting commenced from 1-00 p.m. under the presidentship of
Sailen Baruah. It was inaugurated by former NLPC president Surajit Bhuyan.
Internationally fame innovator Padma Shri Dr. Uddhav Bharali was present as the
special guest while Lakhimpur District Information and Public Relation Officer
Mandira Chayengia attended the meeting as the invited guest. Tutumoni Phukan,
the secretary of Assam Union of Working Journalists (AUWJ) attended in the
meeting as the appointed speaker. L eaders of various organisations Sazad Hazarika,
Raju Singh and Rupjyoti Dutta also spoke in the meeting, besides two college
students. Swapnil Nath, the son of journalist KarunaKrishnaNath, wasfelicitated
in the event for hisfame as an actor in the internationally acclaimed film 'Breeze'.
Leaders of several organisations were present in the meeting, along with many

Road Accident: 2 dead

Correspondent, Golaghat, Nov 22: Two people were killed in amajor road acci-
dent at Dhekial areain Golaghat early in the morning today . As per the report a
Mahindra Marazzo vehicle bearing registration number AS 01 EA 9060 was coming
from Jhanji in Sibsagar towards Golaghat. The personsin the vehicle werereturning
fromaMarriage Ceremony. The speedy vehiclelost itscontrol near Dhekial Tini Ali
and hit a tree . In the accident two persons were died on the spot and four other
persons were injured. The deceased have been identified as Mahananda Kalita and
Bipul Shastri. Theinjured persons MunindraDas, Dibyajyoti Gogoi, Abhijit Saha,
Chitram Gogoi and Diganta Baruah were rushed to Swahid Kusha Konwar Civil
Hospital in Golaghat. Later two of the injured persons were referred to the GMCH
inacritical condition. It isto be mentioned that one of the dead Bipul Shastri was a
Purohit (priest) and awell known Sanskrit scholar of Golaghat.

Annua Magazine‘ Ganit
Utkarsha |naugurated

CORRESPONDENT, Golaghat, Nov 22: The Annual Magazine of Assam Academy
of Mathematics, Golaghat Branch, named ‘ Ganit Utkarsha’, 2nd Edition, wasinaugu-
rated at VivekanandaK endraVidya aya, Golaghat yesterday. Published under Swarnalim
Dutta, Magazine Secretary, AAM, Golaghat Branch, the annual magazine wasinaugu-
rated by Dr. Surgjit Dutta, Principal of Chandranath Bezbaruah College, Bokakhat and
acentral executive member of Assam Academy of Mathematics. The programme was
conducted by Sailendra Kumar Dutta Baruah, secretary, AAM, Golaghat Branch and
was presided over by Dr. Bipul Chandra Bhuyan, Principal, Hemo Prova Borbora
Girls College. The joint secretary of AAM, Golaghat Branch, Syed Akram Hussain
and the Principal of Vivekananda Kendra Vidyalaya, Golaghat Achintya Goswami
werealso the chief guests of theinaugural ceremony. One minute silence was observed
at the very beginning of the ceremony in the memory and honour of deceased Mr.
Himen Das, the famous social worker of Golaghat and anoted decorator of welcoming
gates of various programmes of Assam. In the presence of all the members of Assam
Academy of Mathematics, Golaghat Branch and other noted guests, the rank holders
of Ganit Utkarsha Xadhan Pariksha, 2020 were felicitated with prize money along
with booksand certificates. As stated by Siddhartha Protim Gogoi, Executive Member
of Assam Academy of Mathematics, Golaghat Branch, certificates of merit and certifi-
cate of appreciation holders of the said exam can collect their certificates, booksand a
copy of the annual magazine from their respective exam centre from November 22
onwards. The ceremony ended with the announcement of the upcoming dates of Ganit
Utkarsha Xadhan Pariksha, 2021 to be held on December 26 and Ganit Melato beheld
on January 22 and 23 next year.

Publicationsinitiate neo
revolution to read books

Correspondent, Nagaon, Nov 22: To encourage the children of the remote aswell
as comparatively backward villagesto read books and earn knowledge, 'Sabhyata’,
aleading quarterly magazine of art, culture and social science in association with
local Assamese weekly news paper - Kolongpar initiated a neo revolutionary move
across the state and were organizing rural children book festival. During the festi-
val, they distributed books, copies, pen, pencil, drawing materials and other items
among those poor children of the remote villages. Besides, during the festival, the
organizers also conducted song and music competition, story telling competition
and poem recitation competition among the children so that the children could be
attracted to the festival. As part of this revolutionary move, these Nagaon based
publications groups organized the rural children book festival at Chapanala tea
estate on Saturday last and distributed books, children magazines like Rangmon,
Sanphura, Mouchak, Mukuta, Natun Abiskar among 70 children of the remote tea
estate. Earlier they also organized such rural children book festivals at Nagaon
Mikir Bamunigaon village and Bor Lalung gaon village afew days back. Pragjyotish
Bonia, general secretary of Nagaon district unit of Asom Jatiyatabadi Yuba Chatra
Parishad, student leader Manuj Singha Raja, Pratyush Ranjan Bhagawati, Biplob
Jyoti Bhuyan, coordinators of 'Sabhyata’, poet Pradeep Saikia and some other
distinguished persons graced the festival held at Chapanala tea estate, Mikir
Bamunigaon and Lalung gaon villages respectively, arelease added. Talking to
this correspondent here, Pratyush Ranjan Bhagawati and Biplob Jyoti Bhuyan,
the coordinators of Sabhyata' said they will take the rural children book festival to
all nook and corners of the state in the daysto come. Itisjustinavery initial stage.
We will try our level best to take the festival to all those remote and backward
villagesin the state, they added further.
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Gerwyn Price crushes
Peter Wright to regain Grand
Slam of Darts title

London, November 22 :
What a statement of intent
this was by Gerwyn Price, the
world champion and world
No 1 regaining his Grand Slam
of Darts title with an
imperious 16-8 victory over
Peter Wright.In truth the
world No 2 was never really

in the contest, and an average
of91.5 was a fair reflection of
both a  desperately
disappointing performance
on his part and a mildly
disappointing spectacle
lasting barely an hour.But
take nothing away from Price,
who after sweeping aside
James Wade 16-9 in the
afternoon semi-final was
again relentless and ruthless
when it mattered. After
entering the arena to his
customary chorus of boos,
Price began the match with a
140 checkout, went into the
first interval 4-1 up and after
a brief revival from Wright
reeled off six legs in a row to
lead 10-3. He did not miss a

dart at double until the eighth
leg of the match.Price
averaged 104 on the night,
but more ominously he was
still able to chalk up legs
when not throwing at his best.
This, perhaps, is the most
instructive lesson of the last
nine days: while there are
plenty of players on the
circuit who can match Price's
A-game, few possess his
ability to grind out
tournament wins with their B-
game. This was once Michael
van Gerwen's domain, but the
world No 3's defeat to
Michael Smith in the quarter-
finals was further evidence
that his margin for error is
nothing like what it was.

Lewis Hamilton dominates F1 Qatar GP
to cut Max Verstappen s title lead

London, November 22 :

Twenty races into a gruelling
Formula One season, Lewis
Hamilton remains relentless
and unbowed in his
determination to take the
title fight to the wire. With
his dominant victory over
rival Max Verstappen at the
debut Qatar Grand Prix, the
world champion has
ensured this gripping and
finely poised battle hangs in
the balance. Hamilton is
clearly pumped up for it and
rightly so on this evidence
from the Losail circuit, where
his Mercedes team may
have delivered the car to
make the difference at a vital
moment.Hamilton won with
a consummate, controlled
run from pole to flag, inch

Dow leads England Women's rout
of USA in perfect end to dominant year

London, November 22 : Itis
an intriguing thought. If the
Red Roses can rack up four
straight autumn
international wins with
consummate ease, what
might they be capable of at
next year's World Cup in
New  Zealand?Simon
Middleton's side reduced
USA to rubble in front of a
lively Worcester crowd of
7,515, capping a perfect end
to 2021 and equalling the
men's team's record of 18
successive Test
victories.Marcus Smith
kicks the match-winning
penalty for England to seal
their 27-26 victory against
South Africa at
Twickenham.It means
England Women have
scored 37 tries and 239
points during autumn wins
over New Zealand, twice,
Canada and USA,
enhancing their status as
the world's No 1 ranked
side as they bid to become
world champions in less
than a year's time.They
breached their opponents'
defence 15 times here,
running amok on a day

when positives emerged
everywhere for Middleton.
The Red Roses' head coach
said: "We had high hopes
for this series but I just said
to the girls in the circle that
we haven't just improved
our game, we've improved
the women's game. We've
shown what's possible
when you back the girls and
you're given the resources
and you put them in the
right environment. They're
just fantastic players so full
credit to them."It's taken
some time to build this so
what we've got to do is make
sure we continue to do so.
We're definitely heading in
the right direction."There
will be greater challenges for

Henry Slade's England
display gives Jones food
for thought over Farrell

London, November 22 :
Eddie Jones spent Sunday
morning holding one-on-one
meetings with his players
before sending them home
with a spring in their step. He
then met his coaches and,
again, you would expect a bit
of mutual backslapping,
though it is unclear if this
was deemed the right time to
address the elephant in the
room. Maybe best to leave it
for another day, but it is
unlikely to go away any time
soon. Because when Owen
Farrell returns to fitness

Jones must address the issue
of how his captain gets back

into this side. Recent
evidence suggests that on
merit Farrell has a job on his
hands and that is in no small
part down to the form of
Henry Slade, who against
South Africa stepped out of
the absent captain's shadow,
rose to the occasion when
Manu Tuilagi limped off and
produced his finest display
in an England jersey. It has
long since been lamented that
while he has often shown his
abundant talent in flashes he
rarely seizes matches by the
scruff of the neck. But at
Twickenham on Saturday,
Slade's performance with ball

in hand was as courageous
as it was classy.It came after
he had been installed as the
vice-captain with Farrell and
Ellis Genge both missing and
Slade has now started 12 of
England's last 13 matches,
missing only the dismal
defeat in Ireland. If he
seemed liberated without
Farrell alongside him in the
centres perhaps George
Ford's omission from the
squad has had a similar
effect too. It was he who was
expected to make way
against Australia with Farrell

returning but as it was
Tuilagi was moved to the
wing so that Slade kept hold
of the No 13 jersey and it
was he who was central to
England's attacking
gameplan against the
Springboks.As Jones had
alluded to previously,
England wanted to
implement a rope-a-dope
strategy and the attack
coach Martin Gleeson had
been tasked with finding a
way to beat the Springboks'
blitz defence. Slade's
passing ability was key to
England's success in that
regard, notably when he
whipped the ball to Tuilagi
for the opening try.

England. There has to be. It
cannot be this easy. But
there is an energy and a self-
belief about this team and
Middleton spoke endlessly
after the game about their
desire in attack and
defence.Certainly from the
moment the Harlequins
prop Vickii Cornborough
powered over the line from
another expertly executed
lineout, a feature of
England's displays this
autumn, in the second
minute, this was one-way
traffic. After Cornborough's
opener, Sixways had its
breath taken away courtesy
of a stunning individual
score from the full-back
Abby Dow.The Wasps

player collected
possession and showed
remarkable pace to saunter
past a clutch of leaden-
footed USA defenders on a
diagonal left-hand run
which took her all the way
over the visitors' line.Last

Monday, Dow was
nominated  for  the
International Rugby

Players' Women's try of the
year for her scintillating
effort against France in
April. This was another
collector's item.When
England's third try arrived it
was a moment to savour for
the Worcester wing Lydia
Thompson. Quick hands
following a well-worked
scrum for England saw them
stretch the USA defence,
before Dow showed
intelligence to send
Thompson over in the right
corner on her 50th
appearance for the Red
Roses. The try was
rapturously received by
Thompson's home crowd,
but USA finally steadied
themselves and began to
match England's physicality
at the breakdown.

perfect with pace that
Verstappen could not
challenge. He has cut the
lead to the Dutchman from
14 points to eight, with 52
available from the final two
races, Saudi Arabia and Abu
Dhabi.A visibly energised
Hamilton, enjoying back-to-
back wins after victory at the
last round in Brazil, was
relishing the challenge and
it was impossible not to
sense the momentum had
shifted behind his attempt to
take a record eighth title.
"I'm loving it," he said. "I
love the close battle, and the
pressure, and the demands
it puts on you, and the
whole team. I thoroughly
enjoyed it, we'll be bringing
our triple-A game for the last
two races. | feel great, the
car is better than ever, I am
looking forward to the
battle."Verstappen's Red
Bull simply could not match
the pace of the Mercedes
but he did at least stay close
to Hamilton all race while
they left the field far in their
wake. The Dutchman
counted his second as a
very good recovery having
started from seventh after

he was given a grid penalty
shortly before the race for
failing to slow for waved
yellow flags in qualifying.
Alpine's Fernando Alonso
secured a superb third, his
first podium for 104 races,
the last being at Hungary
in 2014.Mercedes and
Hamilton delivered at Losail
with the flawless execution
they know will be required
to take the title but, crucially,
with fearsome pace. Their
car, the team principal Toto
Wolff confirmed when
asked, was better now than
it had been all season with
his driver in menacing form
after his recovery from
penalties in Brazil."Yes,
definitely," he said. "The car
is quick on the straight and

good in the corners. Lewis
is totally in the zone, the lion
got woken up at Interlagos.
Saudi Arabia should be a
good track for us. If
everybody finishes the
race, [the battle] is going to
go to Abu Dhabi." Notably
both are night races in
conditions very similar to
Qatar where Mercedes
found the car's sweet spot
with alacrity. Verstappen
acknowledged there was
nothing he could do. "We
just didn't have the pace to
match them," he said. "But
there are two races to go
and a lot of things can
happen." After the race Red
Bull's team principal
Christian Horner, who had
endured a trying weekend,

found no respite when he
was summoned to the
stewards for potentially
bringing the sport into
disrepute after his critical
comments regarding the
marshalling on
Verstappen's penalty.He
was given a warning, but of
greater concern will be Red
Bull's deficit to Mercedes.
After Verstappen's win in
Mexico, Horner had said
they should throw away the
form book in anticipating
who might have the edge at
these final meetings. Yet
with Hamilton's back to
back wins that form seems
to have swung ominously
in Mercedes' favour at a
pivotal time.Hamilton was
four-tenths up in qualifying
and enjoyed a definitive
advantage in race pace. Red
Bull are still questioning the
legality of the Mercedes'
rear wing and the
straightline speed it is
conferring on their car and,
after a weekend dominated
by fractious politicking
between the teams, this off-
track battle likely to be
staged in the steward's
room will only intensify.

Chinese tennis star Peng Shuai tells
IOC she is 'safe and well’

Beijing, November 22 :
The Chinese tennis star
Peng Shuai said she was
safe and well in a video call
on Sunday, the
International Olympic
Committee has said, amid
growing international
demands for assurances
that she is free and not
under threat.In a
statement, the IOC said
Peng had spoken to its
president, Thomas Bach,
for 30 minutes. "She
explained that she is safe
and well, living at her
home in Beijing, but would
like to have her privacy
respected at this time," it
said in a statement."That
is why she prefers to

spend her time with
friends and family right
now. Nevertheless, she

will continue to be
involved in tennis, the
sport she loves so

much."Photos and videos
of Peng at a tournament in
Beijing earlier on Sunday
had done little to dampen
global concerns about her
wellbeing, following a
nearly three-week public
absence after she alleged
that a former senior
Chinese official sexually
assaulted her.The call -
with Bach, the athletes'
commission chair, Emma
Terho, and IOC member Li
Lingwei, a former vice-
president of the Chinese

Pochettino and Zidane on Manchester
United list after SOlSkj zer 's tearful exit

Manchester, November 22 :

Manchester United are
considering candidates
including Zinedine Zidane,
Mauricio Pochettino, Erik
ten Hag, Luis Enrique and
Brendan Rodgers to take
charge from next summer
after sacking Ole Gunnar
Solskjeer.Solskjeer lost his job
a month short of his three-
year anniversary as manager
after Saturday's dismal 4-1
loss at Watford. On Sunday
the Norwegian gave an
emotional farewell interview
to the club, tears welling in
his eyes, as United also
started searching for an
interim coach to take over for
the rest of this season.There
is no timeframe regarding
that appointment and
Michael Carrick, one of
Solskjer's coaching staff,
will oversee Tuesday's
Champions League group
match at Villarreal and
continue leading the side
until someone is found.
Lokomotiv Moscow's head
of sports and development,
Ralf Rangnick, may be a
candidate.Of those who
could take over for the
longer term, Zidane has the
outstanding CV. He guided
Real Madrid to three
consecutive Champions
Leagues and two La Liga
titles across two spells, the
second of which ended in
May. But though the 49-
year-old is out of work, he
has not previously regarded
England as an ideal fit.It is
understood Pochettino
would be keen to take the
job. The Paris Saint-Germain
manager was coveted by
United during his tenure at

Tottenham but the timing
was never right for him.
However he has never
played down his interest in
United.PSG, who have no
desire to change manager
mid-season, activated a one-
year option on Pochettino's
contract in summer after he
was linked with a return to
Spurs. His deal runs to June
2023 but an agreement
allowing him to leave could
be possible at the end of this
campaign. In a 13-year, four-
club managerial career
Pochettino has won only
one trophy - last season's
Coupe de France.Despite
PSG being 11 points clear at
the top of Ligue 1,
Pochettino has been heavily
criticised for his team's
performances. He is still
living in a hotel in Paris, with
his wife, Karina, remaining in
the family home in
London.Ten Hag's resume
shows two Eredivisie titles
with Ajax, including last
season's, and he guided the
Dutch side to the Champions
League semi-final in 2019
before Pochettino's Spurs
knocked them out. On Sunday
Ten Hag attempted to
distance himself from United.
"I am focused on my team,"
he told ESPN. "We have a

brilliant squad and we want
to achieve a lot. I expect from
my players that they are
focused on Ajax, so I have to
give the right example for that
too. I heard nothing about it,
so I can't think about
it."Zidane, Pochettino or Ten
Hag would represent an
upgrade on Solskjer with
regard to tactical acumen, as
would Enrique or Rodgers.
Enrique, who claimed the
second treble of Barcelona's
history by winning La Liga,
the Champions League and a
Copa del Rey in 2014-15, is
Spain's coach and laughed off
links to United. Taking the job
next summer would mean
missing the chance to lead his
country to the World Cup in
Qatar."Is it Dia de los
Inocentes [Spain's April Fool's
Day]?" he said on Sunday.
"I'm at the biggest team in
Spain: the seleccion. There are
5,000 players, I have all the
players I could wish for.
Bigger than that, what is
there?"Rodgers claimed two
Scottish titles, two Scottish
Cups and three Scottish
League Cups in less than three
years at Celtic before he
departed in 2019 for Leicester
City, with whom he won last
season's FA Cup.Of links with
United, Rodgers said on

Saturday: "I spoke to the
[players'] leadership group
because I hear little bits and
pieces and it just stabilises
everything. They know my
commitment to them, they
know my commitment to the
club, to here, so also to us
becoming a  better
team."Solskjeer came close to
tears as he backed Carrick.
"I'm becoming emotional now
because he's top, they'll be
fine," he told MUTV. "T'll
watch them and support
them."The outgoing
manager, who embraced a
supporter before driving
away from United's training
ground, acknowledged the
team "couldn't get the results
we needed and it's time for me
to step aside" but said: "I'm
going to leave by the front
door, because 1 think
everyone knows I've given
everything for this club." His
assistants Mike Phelan and
Kieran McKenna are
staying.A statement from
United, who are eighth, six
points off fourth place, said:
"Ole will always be a legend
at Manchester United and it
is with regret that we have
reached this difficult decision.
While the past few weeks
have been disappointing,
they should not obscure all
the work he has done over
the past three years to rebuild
the foundations for long-term
success."The board felt
Solskjaer had earned the right
to be given a final chance to
turn things around after the
most recent international
break but concluded
change was needed after
the desired reaction was
not seen at Watford.

Tennis Association -

appears to be Peng's first
direct contact with sports
officials outside China
since she disappeared from
public view on 2
November.Pressure was
growing on Boris Johnson,
the UK prime minister, to
toughen his stance
towards China, with senior
MPs calling for a boycott
of the Beijing Winter
Olympics.The IOC has
been criticised for being
relatively silent in public
as concern for Peng grew
in the past week. It insists
it has pursued a "quiet
diplomacy" policy with the
2022 Olympics host
nation. The Beijing Winter
Games open in
February.Bach invited
Peng to join him at a dinner
when he arrives in Beijing
in January "which she
gladly accepted”, the IOC
said. Terho and Li were
also invited."I was relieved
to see that Peng Shuai was
doing fine, which was our
main concern," Terho said in
the IOC statement. Terho, a
retired ice hockey player from
Finland, represents athletes
on the IOC executive
board."She appeared to be
relaxed," Terho said. "I
offered her our support and
to stay in touch at any time
of her convenience, which
she obviously
appreciated."Peng, 35, had
not been seen or heard from
since she accused the
country's former vice-
premier Zhang Gaoli of

sexually assaulting her.
The allegations, which she
made on the Chinese social
media site Weibo, were
quickly deleted from the
platform. Her silence, as
well as blanket censorship
inside China of her
accusations, had prompted
calls across the world for

information on her
whereabouts and
wellbeing, including

threats by the Women's
Tennis Association (WTA)
to pull all its tennis
tournaments that are
scheduled to be held in
China.After the IOC video
was released, a
spokesperson for the WTA
and chairman Steve Simon
said, "It was good to see
Peng Shuai in recent videos,
but they don't alleviate or
address the WTA's concern
about her well-being and
ability to communicate
without censorship or
coercion. This video does
not change our call for a
full, fair and transparent
investigation, without
censorship, into her
allegation of sexual
assault, which is the issue
that gave rise to our initial
concern."On Sunday, Hu
Xijin, the editor of the state
tabloid the Global Times,
posted video of Peng
attending a junior tennis
tournament where she
waved at the crowd. Hu
said the footage was from
the opening ceremony of
a final in Beijing on
Sunday.
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Cousinswins dugfest with Rodgers
as Viki ngs beat Packers at the death

Washington, November 22

Greg Joseph made a 29-
yard field goal as time ex-
piredto givethe Minnesota
Vikings a 34-31 victory
over the Green Bay Pack-
ers on Sunday, finishing a
classic back-and-forthwith
Aaron Rodgers by making
sure the three-time NFL
MVPdidn't get to touchthe
ball last.Kirk Cousins
passed for 341 yards and
three touchdowns for the
Vikings(5-5), who watched
yet another game come
downtothefinal play after
Rodgers threw three of his
four touchdown passes in
the second half.Unable to
practice much at all this
week because of atoe in-
jury, after missing much of
the first half of the month
with Covid-19, Rodgers
finished 23 for 33for asea
son-high 385 yards.Justin
Jefferson had eight recep-
tionsfor 169 yardsand two
scores, including a third-
down catch against rookie
Eric Stokes that Cousins
delivered for a 23-yard
touchdown while being
decked onablitz by Darnell
Savage. Dalvin Cook ranin
thetwo-point conversionto
make up for an earlier
missed extra point by
Joseph.Then on the next
play from scrimmage,
Rodgersthrew arainbow to
Marquez Valdes-Scantling
streaking past safety Xavier
Woods for a 75-yard score
to tie the game just before
the two-minute
warning.When the Vikings
regained the ball, Cousins

nearly cost himself the
comeback by slightly
underthrowing Jefferson,
whom Savage darted in
front of to intercept the
ball. He bobbled it on the
way down, though, and a
replay review overturned
the call.Cousinsthen went
3for 3for 51 yardson the
next three snaps, Cook ran
for one more first down,
and then the Vikings
kneeled downto set up the
final kick by Joseph. They
posted the highest score
against the Packers since
Green Bay's 38-3 loss to
New Orleansin the season
opener.Jonathan Taylor
rushed for 185 yards Sun-
day and scored a fran-
chise-record five touch-
downs asthe Indianapolis
Coltswalloped the Buffao
Bills. Taylor tallied four
scores on the ground and
another one on a pass as
Indianapolis (6-5) made a
mockery of the point
spread that had Buffalo

listed asaseven-point favor-
ite. Taylor isthe 16th player
in NFL history to score at
least five touchdowns in a
game. It was the third loss
in four games for the Bills
(6-4), who fell a half-game
behind surging New En-
gland in the AFC East.
Buffalo's performance was
rifewith mistakes, including
seven penalties and four
turnovers.Tyrod Taylor ran
for two touchdowns and
threw for 107 yards and the
Houston Texans snapped the
NFL'slongest active skid by
beating the Tennessee Titans
to end the league's longest
winning streak on awet and
rainy Sunday.The Texans (2-
8) camein having lost eight
straight since winning their
season opener and hadn't
scored a TD on the road
since 19 September.
Desmond King had two of
the Texans' four intercep-
tionsthreeinthefourth quar-
ter to snuff out the Titans
attempted rally. Houston

turned those and afumbled
punt into 13 points. The
Texans also had two sacks.
The Titans (8-3) snapped
their six-game winning
streak with their first loss
since 3 October.Clyde
Edwards-Helaireran for 63
yards and a touchdown in
his return from injured re-
serve, Chris Jones and the
Kansas City defense made
life miserable for Dak
Prescott, and the Chiefsbeat
the Dalas Cowboys.Patrick
Mahomes was 23 of 37 for
260 yards with an intercep-
tion and afumble for Kan-
sas City, but he was bailed
out by adefensethat played
its best game of the year.
CharvariusWard picked off
Prescott in the end zone
near theend of thefirst half,
and Chris Jones had 3.5
sackswhileforcingand re-
covering a fumble.The re-
sult: The Chiefs (7-4) im-
proved to 4-0 against the
NFC East with their fourth
straight win overall.Colt

McCoy was outstanding
fillinginfor Kyler Murray,
throwing for 328 yardsand
two touchdowns, and the
Arizona Cardinals beat the
Seattle Seahawks.For the
second straight season,
McCoy wasabackup thrust
into astarting rolein Sesttle
and walked away with a
victory. Last year, McCoy
waswiththeNew York Gi-
ants. This season, it was
with Murray missing athird
straight game due to an
ankle injury.McCoy went
35 of 44 and thoroughly
outplayed Seattle's Russell
Wilson in his first home
start since undergoing fin-
ger surgery. McCoy threw
touchdown passes to Zach
Ertz in the first half, got a
bit of luck inthethird quar-
ter when a potential inter-
ception was overturned on
replay, and had his first
300-yard passing game
since 2014.Nick Chubb
caught a touchdown pass
andranfor 130 yardsasthe
Cleveland Browns held on
to avoid aseason-wrecking
upset and keep Detroit
winless with a sloppy vic-
tory over the Lions. Chubb
returned to Cleveland's
lineup after aone-game ab-
sencedueto Covid-19. The
star running back caught a
five-yard TD pass from
Baker Mayfield and then
helped the Browns (6-5)
run out the clock.Taylor
Heinickethrew threetouch-
down passes to upstage
former teammate Cam
Newton, helping the Wash-
ington Football Team post
a27-21 win over the Caro-

Tottenham seal comeback win against
L eeds; Manchester City go second

Tottenham , November 22:

Sergio Reguilon's first
goal for Tottenham
Hotspur earned hisside a
2-1 victory over Leeds
United in manager Anto-
nio Conte's first home
Premier League game in
charge on Sunday.The
Spanish left back tucked
home a rebound in the
69th minute to seal a

comeback win for
Tottenham Hotspur who
were abysmal inthefirst
half and trailed to Daniel
James's opener.
Tottenham were booed
off at halftime but what-
ever words of wisdom
Conte offered inspired
quite a transformation
with the hosts vastly im-
proved after theinterval.
After Harry Kane and

Son Heung-min were both
denied equalisers by the
woodwork, Pierre-Emile
Hojbjerg equalised with a
left-footed finish from the
edge of the areain the 58th
minute as the hosts began
to dominate.Reguilon then
sealed Tottenham's first
win in four league games
to lift them above
Manchester United into
seventh place with 19
points from 12 games.An
injury-hit Leeds team ap-
peared to run out of steam
in the second half and de-
feat left them one place
and two points above the
relegation zone with 11
points.Manchester City
moved back to second in
the Premier League after a
stylish 3-0 win over
Everton at the Etihad Sta-
dium on Sunday as Pep
Guardiola's side re-
sponded to convincing

Chelsea and Liverpool
wins with a reminder of
their class.Champions
City dominated posses-
sion from the start against
an Everton side that
struggled to get a foot-
hold in the game, but cre-
ated few real openingsin
the opening half
hour.Guardiola was left
frustrated when a penalty
was awarded after
Raheem Sterling went
down under challenge
from Michael Keane but
referee Stuart Attwell
overturned his decision
after reviewing the inci-
dent at the pitchside
monitor.Sterling did put
City ahead aminute before
the break, side-footing
home after a magnificent
pass, struck withthe outside
of his foot, by full back
Joao Cancelo.Spanish
midfielder Rodri made it

2-0 with a thundering
long-strike from over 20
metres out that whistled
past Everton keeper Jor-
dan Pickford.Sterling
missed a great chance to
end the contest but mis-
controlled the ball in
front of goal after a low
cross from Riyad
Mahrez.Cole Palmer, the
19-year-old making his
first Premier League start,
had set Mahrez through
for that opportunity and it
was his blocked shot was
pounced on by Bernardo
Silvawho calmly slotted
home the third.Chelsea
lead the table on 29
points, with City three
points behind and
Liverpool one further
back in third.Rafa
Benitez's Everton are
without a win in six
games and are 11th on
15 points.

lina Panthers.Newton was
playing hisfirst homegame
with the Panthers since
2019. He was signed as a
free agent prior to last
weekend's upset victory at
Arizona. Yet it was a good
homecoming for Washing-
ton coach Ron Rivera, who
guided the Panthers to the
Super Bowl inthe 2015 sea-
son. Hewasfired during the
2019 season.Joe Mixon
rushed for 123 yards and
scored two touchdownsand
the Cincinnati Bengals de-
feated the Las Vegas
Raiders.The well-rested
Bengals (6-4) came out of
their byeweek and snapped
a two-game skid to climb
back into the AFC North
race, while the Raiders (5-
5) lost their third straight
since their bye week when
they led the AFC West.Joe
Burrow was 20 of 29for 148
yards and threw one touch-
down for Cincinnati, while
OffensveRookieof theYear
candidate JaMarr Chase
hauled in three passes, in-
cludingoneTD. Chaseleads
all rookieswith eight touch-
downsthis season.

Cincinnati, November 22:

Germany's Alexander
Zverev swept aside Rus-
sianworld number twoand
defending champion Daniil
Medvedev 6-4 6-4 to win
the ATP Finals on Sunday,
claiming the title for the
second time in his
career.Zverev, who also
beat world number one
Novak Djokovic on Satur-
day, becomes only the
fourth player to beat thetop
two playersintheworldin
the semis and find of the
season-ending
tournament.Victory was
also sweet revenge for
Zverev who lost in three
sets to Medvedev in the
round robin stage, and
cameintothematch having
logt his last five meetings

againgt the Russian."You

AIexéhder Zverev downs
Daniil M edvedev to win
second ATP Finals crown

keep talking about the
perfect match... It was
great. | mean in the final
against somebody | had
lost five times in a row,
so | hadto play oneof my
best matches," Zverev
said in a post-match
interview."l'm happy
about that, happy togo on
holidays with this win
now... There's no better
way to end this season
thanwinning here, soI'm
obviously fairly happy,
but I'm also now very
much looking forward to
next year already."The
24-year-old Zverev, who
did not faceasinglebreak
point inthefinal, has now
wonsix titlesinsix fina's
this year - including
Olympic gold in Tokyo
and two Masterstitlesin
Madrid and Cincinnati.

Good serieswin but weare
Good serieswin but weare also
qwtereallstlc Rahul Dravid

Kolkata, Nov 22: Newly-
appointed Indiachief coach
Rahul Dravid says the 3-0
result over New Zealand
augurswell for theteamin
thelong-run but at the same
time, heisrealistic enough
to not read too much into
the overall outcome with
Black Caps having to play
the series three days after
the T20 World Cup
final.Some of the key play-
ers from both teams were
rested for the series as part
of workload management.” It
wasareally good serieswin.
Everyoneplayed redly well
right through the series. It
fedsgood, niceto start well.
We are aso quite redlistic.
We haveto keep our feet on
the ground and be abit real-
igtic about thiswin," Dravid
said at the post-match pre-

sentation here Theserieswas
adsoDravid'sfirst assgnment
ashead coach. TheKiwishad
reached Jai pur for the series
opener lessthan 24 hours af-
ter losing the World Cup fi-
nal to Australia in
Dubai."Not easy for NZ to
play a World Cup fina and
then to turn up three days
later and play threegamesin
six days, was never going to
be easy for them. It wasnice
from our perspective but we
havetolearnfromthisseries
and move forward."It's a
long journey ahead over the
next twoyearsand welll have
our share of ups and
downs."India also rested
some of their crucid players
including the likes of Virat
Kohli, Jasprit Bumrah and
Ravindra Jadeja. New
Zedland gave rest to their

100% DEPENDABLE... That’s our guarantee !

Caps

skipper Kane Williamson.
India aso gave debut caps
toIPL performersVenkatesh
lyer (Kolkata Knight Rid-
ers) and Harshal Patel
(Royal Challengers Banga
lore) inthe series.” It'sbeen
really good to see some of
the young guys come
through. We have given op-
portunities to some of the
boys who haven't played a
lot of cricket over the last
few months."We have seen
some of the skills available
to us and we have to keep
building on those skills as
wego forward. It'sgoing to
be a long season between
now and the next World
Cup being realistic with
how much cricket some of
our experienced players
will play,” Dravid signed
off.
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