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Depay on spot as Xavi's Barcelona

era starts with win over...

M... CM Dr. Sarma laysfoundation
stone of Auniati University

Inaugurates audltorrum at JEC

IN BRIEF

Parag Kumar
DasMemorial
Debate

Assam Rising, Reporter
Guwahati, November 21:

Parag Kumar Das Memo-
rial Thecompetitionisbe-
ing held every year since
1997, in memory of late
journalist, Parag Kumar
Das who was assassi-
nated in broad daylight in
1996.TheParag Kumar Das
Memoria Debate Compe-
titionwasheldfor thefina
time today at Guwahati’s
Rabindra Bhawan. The
competition was held on
the Silver Jubilee year of
the competition that was
dartedin 1997.Around 500
debaters from different
partsof theworldtook part
in the competition which
was aso held online on
‘Zoom' platform. Prashant
Kumar Deka, former High
Court judge presided over
thecompetition.

Mother,
Daughter
Commit Suicide

Assam Rising, Reporter
Guwabhati, November 21 :

Mother, Daughter Commit
Suicide in the tea estate
areain Assam and the po-
licehavedetained thehus-
band, Pritil Ekkafor ques-
tioning in the matter.In a
shocking incident, a
mother and a daughter
were found dead inside a
room in their house in
Mariani’s Naginijan tea
estate in Assam. Mystery
surrounds the incident
that occurred on Saturday
night as the two report-
edly committed suicide.
Thebodiesof thewoman,
identified as Sunita Ekka,
wifeof Pritil Ekka andtheir
three-year-old daughter,
werereportedly recovered
by the policefromaroom
intheir house.

M ountaineer-
Ingtraining
Assam Rising, Reporter

Golaghat, November 21 :

TheAssam Mountai neer-
ing Association (AMA)
announced plans to
organise a training pro-
gram for the youth, com-
mencing from November
28.The AMA, a pioneer
organisationinthefield of
promoting mountai neer-
ing and adventure sports
in the northeast, an-
nounced a five-day
coursestarting November
28 for the youth. The
course will be conducted
for those between 14
yearsto 45 years of age.

Assam Rising, Reporter
Guwahati, November 21 :

Chief Minigter Dr. Himanta
Biswa Sarmatoday inaugu-
rated the newly built audito-
rium at Jorhat Engineering
College. Thegtate-of-the-art
modern auditoriumwascon-
structed with Rs 4.65 crore
donated by Qil India Ltd
under CSR. Speaking onthe
occasion, the Chief Minis-
ter said that engineering col-
legesof thestate must strive
for achieving excellence of
the lIT level while continu-
oudly engaging in research
andinnovation. Hecaledon
the young engineersto teke
up the chalenge of break-
ing freefromtraditiond prac-
tices while endeavoring to
bring innovation to every-

day life. He announced that

Rs. 25 crore would be pro-
videdto JECfor research,in-
novation and incubation.
Saying that technology has
advanced so much that the
new age engineers in the
state must try to adapt them-
selves in tune with latest

oudy trying to upgradetheir
skills and knowledge. He
said that in construction of
roads, bridges and houses
traditional practicesare il
beingfollowed and hecaled
on the engineers to make
technology cost effective

technologr&swhllecontr nu-

r\

and explorewaysof utilizing

local resourceslike bamboo
in various construction pur-
poses. Hesaid the engineers
in the gtate must strive to-
wards bringing the latest
technologieswhileintellec-
tudly contributingtoIndia's
journey of growth. TheChief

Union Cabinet may meet on Nov.

24 10 approve repeal of farm laws

New Dehi , November 21 :

The Union Cabinet islikely
to discussthe withdrawal of
the three contentious farm
lawsat ameeting onWednes-
day, peoplefamiliar withthe
development told national
media. They aso hinted that
the Cabinet is expected to
discusstheintroduction of a
new hill during the Winter
Session to reped the three
laws.During his address to
the nation on the occasion
of Guru Parab on Friday,
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi announced his
government's decision to
withdraw the three farm
billsThe government intro-

duced the Farmers Produce
Trade and Commerce (Pro-
motionand Facilitation) Act,
2020, theFarmers(Empower-

ment and Protection) Agree-
ment on PriceAssurance, and
Farm ServicesAct, 2020, and
the Essentid Commodities
(Amendment) Act, 2020dur-
ing Parliament’s Monsoon
Session in 2020. Soon after
theintroduction of thelaws,
hundreds and thousands of
farmers gathered a Ddhi’'s
border from neighbouring
Punjab, Haryana and Uttar
Pradeshfor dmost ayear de-
manding the reped of these
lawsInamedtingheld eerlier

CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

AASU demandsfor repealing of Citizenship
Amendment Act I|kethethreefarmslaw

Assam Rising, Reporter
Golaghat, November 21

The decision of the Central
government to repeal the
three farm laws after year-
long protestsmay revivethe
anti-Citizenship Amend-
ment Act (CAA) movement
onceagaininAssamwiththe
powerful All Assam Stu-
dents Union (Aasu) assert-
ing that like the three farms
law, the Central government
will haveto repeal the"anti-
people CAA".The Aasu re-
iterated that its movement
against the "black law"
which has been imposed
forcefully would continue.
Pointing out that repeal of
the three farm laws was a
victory of farmersand their
democratic protest, the stu-
dentsunionwhichwasinthe
forefront of the anti-CAA

Navy inductsINS
Visakhapatnam, Indias first
stealth guided-missile destroyer

New Ddhi , November 21 :

The Indian Navy's fire-
power got a major boost
with the induction of INS
Visakhapatnam, one of the

four stedlth guided-missile
destroyer ships under
Project 15B, at the West-
enNava Commandin

CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

movement in the state, said
that theentireepisode of im-
posing and repealing the
farm laws has once again
exposed the "arrogant and
fascist" nature of the BJP
government. "WiththePrime
Minigter'sannouncement on
threefarmlaws, itisclear that
the Central government was
compelled to bow its head
before the resolute farmers
and their continuous pro-
tests. The anti-CAA move-

Swachh

Assam Rising, Reporter
Golaghat, November 21 :

TheMinistry of Housing
and Urban Affairs
(MoHUA), Government
of India declared there-
sults of the Swachh
Survekshan-2021 at
Vigyan Bhavan, New
Delhi. Theresults of the
survey were declared
during an award cer-
emony, Swachh Amrit
Mahotsav.From Assam,
atotal of 96 Urban Local

mentinAssamwill aso con-
tinuetill theActisrepeded,”
Aasu adviser Samujjal
Bhattacharyya told report-
es. "The CAA was passed
in2019. Severd north-east-
ern states were excluded
from the purview of theact.
In Assam also, Bodoland
Territorid Region (BTR) and
other 6th schedule areas
don't fall under the ambit of
CAA. However if theActis
forced on the people of

other districts of the State, it
is obviously not only ex-
treme injustice but would
aso affect the other north-
eastern states adversely,"
saidAasu presdent Dipanka
Kumar Nath.Aasu genera
secretary Sankor Jyoti
Baruah said, "The CAA is
not just anti-people, itisaso
uncongtitutional and com-
munal. Itisathreat toindig-
enous culture and ethnicity.
There is not a single vaid
reason for the government
to remain adamant on en-
forcingthislaw."Meanwhile,
the Coordination Committee
Agang CitizenshipAmend-
ment Act, Assam, has dso
reiterated that it would inten-
sify gtir against CAA. The
committee has aready an-
nounced to hold a massive
protest against CAA onDe-
cember 12 which coincides

CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

Survekshan - 2021 :

Bodies actively partici-
pated in the cleanliness
survey for sustaining the
gainsunder Swachh Bharat
Mission - Urban (SBM -
U).The results for the 6th
edition of theworld'slarg-
est urban cleanliness sur-
vey were announced by
President Ram Nath
Kovind.The "Swachh
Survekshan”, acleanliness
survey conducted by the
Ministry of Housing & Ur-
ban Affairs every year,
ranks cities/towns on
cleanliness parameters. A

total of 4320 cities, 62 can-
tonment boards, and 97
Ganga towns were sur-
veyed under the program
with participationfrom 4.2
crorecitizens.FromAssam,
atotal of 96 Urban Local
Bodies actively partici-
pated in the cleanliness
survey for sustaining the
gainsunder Swachh Bharat
Mission- Urban (SBM - U).
The concept of Swachhta
was also institutionalised
while amongst thelocal

CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

Minister also informed that
from next year the process
of faculty recruitmentinen-
gineering collegesand tech-
nical institutes would be
sreamlinedfor fillingup the
vacancies every year. He
thanked JEC and OIL for
naming the auditorium after
ex-gudent of ECandan OIL
employee Arnab Kishore
Bordoloi wholost hislifein

CONTINUED TO PAGE 6
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Assam- NagaJand border drspute

CM Himanta Biswa
Sarmamet Nagaland CM
Neiphiu Rio at Jorhat

Assam Rising, Reporter
Guwahati, November 21 :

Assam Chief Minister Dr.
Himanta Biswa Sarma on
Sunday met his Nagaland
counterpart Neiphiu Rio at
Jorhat, Assam to discuss
severa issues of mutud in-
terest in order to strengthen
theage-oldtiesand friendly
relation between the two
states. T6aking to his Twit-
ter CM Sarmawrote, “Glad
tohavemet HCM Nagaand
Sri @Neiphiu_Rio at Jorhat
today, along with MP Sri
@KamakhyaTasa. Dis-
cussed several issues of
mutua interest in order to
strengthen the age-old ties
& bonhomieb/w two gates.
We strive towards building
an ever united & stronger
#NorthEast.” Earlier on July
31, The Chief Secretariesof
Assam and Nagaland on
signed an agreement to de-
escdate the tense Situation

prevailing at two locations
in the Dessoi valey forest/
Tsurangkong valley by si-
multaneously withdrawing
security forces within the
next 24 hours.Both sides
agreedthat in order tomain-
tain peaceand tranquility in
theareasaround Ao Senden
villageandVikutovillageas
they areknowninNagaand
and called as Jankhona
Nala / Nagajankha and
Compartment No. 12 re-
spectively in Assam, ur-
gent and effective stepsare
required for defusing the
standoff between the secu-
rity forces of Nagaland and
Assam.

15 Ministers To Join Team
Ashok Gehlot Today In

Ra| asthan Bal ancing Act

Jaipur, November 21 :

FiveSachinRilctloyaistswill
beamongthe30 minigtersin
Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot's refreshed
cabinet, it wasreved ed Sat-
urday night. Mr Gehlot's
new-look cabinet also have
15 new faces, four of whom
will bejunior minigters.Of the
five MLAs loyd to former
Deputy Chief Minister
Sachin Filot - whose rebel-
lionlast year dmost cost the
Congress its government -
Hemaram Choudhary,

Vishvendra Singh and
RameshMeenawill besworn
in as ministers. Brijendra
Singh Ola and Murari La
Meena will be sworn in as
Ministers of State.
Vishvendra Singh - a two-

time MLA from Deeg-
Kumher - and Ramesh
Meena - the MLA from
Sapotra- makeatriumphant
return to the Rgjasthan cabi

CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

Students from Bhutan will get
QuotainAssam medical colleges

Assam Rising, Reporter
Golaghat, November 21 :

TheAssam government has
reserved two sedts for stu-
dents of Bhutan in the tate
medical colleges from this
academic year to foster ties
between the two countries.
Ruchira Kamboj, India's
Ambassedor to Bhutan an-
nounced the same via
Twitter."TheAssam Govern-
ment has allocated two
MBBS seats for #Bhutan
from this academic year, to
foster thevibrant people-to-
peopletiesbetween our two
countries # Mesmerising
Assam #Bhutan," Kamboj
tweeted. An Assam govern-
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ment officid had said thet the
request for the reservation
of seats for the students of
Bhutan was placed before
the Assam Chief Minister
HimantaBisvaSarmaby the
Consul Genera of Bhutanin
Guwahati Phub Tshering a

couple of months ago, re-
ported PT1. The Consul Gen

CONTINUED TO PAGE 6
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| studied just for ajob
but now I'm struggling
forit. Now it'stimeto
sell my booksfor my
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Fox News to interview Kyle Rittenhouse
amid protests over not guilty verdict

London, November 21: Kyle
Rittenhouse, the teenager
acquitted of murdering two
men during anti-racism
protests, is set to appear next
week on Fox Newss Tucker
Carlson show amid fearsthat
the not guilty verdict in the
Kenosha killings might
encourage militia violence.
Rittenhouse's shooting of
three people, including two
hekilled, during
demonstrations in the
Wisconsin city split the US.
For some it made him a
vigilante out to maketrouble
while for others he was a
gun-toting hero defending
property from a mob.
Rittenhousebecameaheroic
figure for conservatives
during his trial as many
rightwing figures raised
money for hislegal defense.
His coming interview by
Carlson - one of Fox's most

controversial and extreme
hosts- islikely to cement that
popularity. The Monday
night sit down is aready
being heavily promoted by
the conservative channel.
Carlson has risen to
prominence as the most
influential media figure for
conservatives, even amid
numerous controversies.
Carlson has advocated for

multiple baselessconspiracy
theories on his show and
been condemned for dog-
whistling racism. The Fox
News host is releasing a
series that argues that the 6
January Capitol insurrection
was orchestrated by leftist
Antifa group. He has also
bemoaned the Democratic
party for trying to "replace
the current electorate” with

Planned Virginia Woolf statue
challenged as insensitive

Paris, November 21 :
Concerns have been raised
about a planned statue of
Virginia Woolf overlooking
the Thames, which has been
caled insensitive because of
theway shekilled herself.The
memorid theauthor, designed
by Laury Dizengremd, would
bepositioned onapark bench
overlooking the river on

Richmondriversidein south-
west London, whereshelived
for about a decade from
1914.Woolf killed herself by
drowning in the River Ouse
near Lewesin East Sussexin
March 1941 aged 59.
Richmond council's
environment, sustainability,
cultureand sportscommittee
approved plansfor the statue
on Thursday, but a local
conservation group said it
feared its positioning wasin
poor taste given the nature
of her death.Barry May, the

App out
Teda

London, November 21 :
Hundreds of Tesla drivers
were locked out of their cars
at the start of the weekend
after themanufacturer'smobile
app suffered an outage - and
dozensvoicedtheir
complaints on socia media
Elon Musk, Tesla's chief
executive, said on Friday that
the company's mobile
application was coming back
online after the app server
outage. Musk was
respondingtoaTedaowner's
tweet, who said that he was
experiencing a "500 server
error' to connect hisModd 3
through theiOSappin Seoul,
South Korea.Should be
coming back online now.

chair of the Richmond
Society, said the group had
suggested three alternative
locationsin Richmondwhere
she lived until 1924, when
she moved to Tavistock
Square in central London.
Woolf was part of the
influential Bloomsbury Group
and is congdered one of the
20th century'smost important

authors, pioneering a non-
linear gpproach to narrative.
She and her husband,
Leonard Woolf, founded
Hogarth Pressin 1917. She
had problems with mental
illness throughout her
life."Giventhemanner of her
illness and eventually the
way that shedied ... it struck
usasalittlebitinsenditiveto
have this statue and figure
of Virginia Woolf seated on
a bench gazing over the
water," May said. "We
support proposals for a

satuefor her somewhere, we
thought she should be
commemorated somewhere,
nothing wrong with that. It's
justwhenit overlookstheriver.
"Theonly currentmemorid to
Woolf in Richmond is an
English Heritage blue plaque
on Hogarth House where she
and Leonard founded their
publishing house. Aurora
Metro, the south-west
London publishing house
campaigningandfundraising
for thestatue, received adew
of donations after the
controversia unveiling of a
statue honouring Mary
Wollstonecraft in Newington
Green, north Londonin 2020.
It has raised £35,000 of the
£50,000 needed for the
bronze since 2017.An audit
of statues in London in
October found there were
more depictions of animas
than named women on the
capital's streets. Only 4% of
the 1,500 monuments are
dedicated to women.
CharlotteBanks, fromAurora
Metro, told the mesting at
Richmond coundil: "Effortsby
the Richmond Society to
change the location of the
statue which has been
chosen for many practical
reasons ... COMES across as
an attempt to push peoplelike
her out of sight.

elocks hundreds of
riversout of cars

Looks like we may have
accidentally increased
verbosity of network traffic.
"Should be coming back
onlinenow. Lookslikewemay
have accidentally increased
verbosty of network traffic,”
Musk said.The outage was
first reported by specialist
electric vehicle website
Electrek, which started
receiving reports from Teda
owners in the US and
Canada, thenfrom Europeand
Asia.About 500 users
reported they faced an error
at about 4.40pm ET (9.40pm
GMT), according to outage
monitoring website
Downdetector, which tracks
outages by collating status

reports from a series of
sources, including user-
submitted errors on its
platform. Therewerejust over
60reportshy about 9.20pmET.
"Apologies, we will take
measures to ensure this
doesn't happen again,” Musk
said on Twitter. According to
Electek, Teddssysemsrardy
have outages, though the
website said that, in
September 2020, thecompany
had experienced a complete
outage of both its customer-
facing servers and interna
system for several hours.
Stuart Masson, editor of the
Car Expert webgte, told the
BBC that Teda drivers were
not entirely reliant ontheapp.
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ery at Wadi Degla natural protectorate in Cairo

"votersfromthethird world"
throughimmigration policies:
what is known as the "great
replacement theory" that has
originatedinthefar right. The
Fox News host appears to
not only have interviewed
Rittenhouse for the show,
but has aso filmed a short
documentary on Rittenhouse
during his trial. A clip of
Rittenhouse in the backseat
of acar, seemingly right after
his not guilty verdict, was
previewed on Carlson's
show Friday night."Thejury
reached the correct verdict.
Self defense is not illegd,”
Rittenhouse says in the
clip.Mark Richards, an
attorney for Rittenhouse, told
CNN's Chris Cuomo that a
Fox film crew wasembedded
withthe defenseteamfor the
duration of the trial, which
Richardsdid not approveof.
"I threw them out of theroom
severd times," Richardssaid.

"l don't think afilm crew is
appropriate for something
like this."Richards told
Cuomo that the people who
fundraised for Rittenhouse's
defensewere"tryingtoraise
money" and that
Rittenhouse'sfamily and his
advisersagpproved of thefilm
crew being there during the
tria. In the aftermath of the
Rittenhouse verdict and the
success of his self-defense
argument, someexpertshave
raised concernsthat
Rittenhouse's verdict will
empower extremist
movements and provoke
violence in the name of
vigilantism."It has never
taken morethan awhisper of
approva tofantheflamesof
militant right action, and the
Kenosha acquittal is a
shout," wrote Kathleen
Belew, a historian who
studies the white power
movement, on Twitter.

Indiawitnessesdight
Increasein COVID-19
Infections, records 10,488

NEW CaSES,

New Delhi, November 21 :
India recorded 10,488 new
COVID-19cases, 313 degths
inthe last 24 hours, pushing
the overall caseload to
3,45,10,413 and the total
death toll to 4,65,662, as per
datareleased by theMinistry
of Health on Sunday
(November 21, 2021). The
country alsorecorded 12,329
recoveries today taking the
total recoveries in the
country to 3,39,22,037. The
active cases declined to
1,22,714, the lowest in 532
days. A decrease of 2,154

313 deaths

cases has been recorded in
theactivenumber of COVID-
19 cases in a span of 24
hours.The daily positivity
rate, at 0.98 percent, remained
lessthan 2 percent for thelast
48 days, the health ministry
said. Additionally, atotal of
63,16,49,378 samples have
been tested for COVID-19
infections so far, of which,
10,74,099 were tested on
Saturday, theIndian Council
of Medical Research said.
India has administered as
many as 1,16,50,55,210
vaccinaions to date.
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'Dangerous game': Labor accuses Scott
Morrison of wanting to ‘embrace’
views of anti-vaccine protests

Melbourn, November 21 :
Labor'sshedow treasurer Jm
Chalmers has blasted prime
minister Scott Morrison for
wanting to "embrace" the
violent politics of anti-
vaccine protests, accusing
him of trying to divide the
country for political
gain.After mass "freedom"
rallies held across the
country on Saturday,
Chalmers said Morrison's
failure to strongly condemn
the violent threats seen in
Victoria last week was a
"dangerous game with
dangerous consequences'.
"What the prime minister is
doingishe'strying to divide
usand he'stryingtodiminish
that collective effort and
undermine all of the good
and al of the progress that
Australians have made
together, " Chalmerstoldthe
ABC's Insders program on
Sunday."He does that with
this dangerous, dog-
whistling doublespeak that
we see from him. He doesiit
by claiming credit for high
vaccination rates without
taking responsbility for the
measures that are necessary

to get those rates up."And |
think what's especially
troubling to mainstream
Augtraliaistherest of ussee
the kind of violent politics

that has emerged in the
United States in the last
couple of yearsand we want
to reject it, and the prime
minister seems to want to
embracethosekind of violent
views and violent threats."If
hewantsto keep playing this

dangerous game with
dangerous consequences,
then the country doesn't just
havean opportunity tothrow
him out of the election,
they've got an obligation to
do that."Chalmers said he
condemned "without
reservation, without
qualification" the threats
being made in the anti-
government protests, which
have included calls for
premiers to be hanged and
protesters in Melbourne
parading with gallows and
nooses.But the broadside
from Chamers came as the
employment minister, Suart
Robert, doubled down on
remarks made by Morrison
last week. Morrison's
commentswereseenassding
with the protesters, saying
governments should not be
"telling Augtrdians what to
do"."TheDoherty moddling
makesit clear - andit'slocked
inplacewiththenationa plan
- that at 80% we want
freedomstoopenup,” Robert
told Sky News. "L et business
determinetheir ownrisksand
let's get governments out of
thelr lives"

The diversity report submitted to
the FA contains racist comments
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London, November 21: A
dossier compiled by match
officials, and seen by the
Observer, alleges that
racism in the Football
Association's refereeing
system is undermining
efforts by black and Asian
people to reach the highest
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diversity report submitted
to the FA contains racist
comments allegedly made
by the observers who
assess referees for
promotion to the higher
leagues. The FA is now
facing calls for an urgent

Iev"els of t.he ga_rﬁe.The inquiry.Tony Burnett, chief

- pa iy -

executive of theanti-racism
charity Kick It Out, said:
"The lack of diversity in
refereeing is our higgest
failureinfootball. Black and
Asian people are not
getting through to elite
refereeing."A report

Western Canada braces for new
‘amosphericriver', asthreemore
bodiesrecovered from muddides

Toronto, November 21: More
rain is forecast for British
Columbia, where a state of
emergency hasbeen declared
after record downpoursA
house surrounded by
floodwetersin Chilliwack after
record rainfall across the
Canadian province of British
Columbia. Searcherslocated
three bodies swept awvay by
landdidesinBritishColumbia,
officials said on Saturday,
after record rainfall that
paralysed partsof the
province and led to food and
fuel shortages.Canada's
westernmost province
declared astate of emergency
after aphenomenonknownas
an "atmospheric river"
brought a month's worth of
rainintwo days. Theranfal

washed out roads and
railways, cutting off
Vancouver and the lower
mainland regionfromtherest
of the country, and blocking
access to some towns
entirely. Another similar
wesether system isforecast to
hit northern British Columbia
on Sunday and bring heavy
rains to the lower mainland,
according to Environment
Canada.ln this agrid photo,
damage caused by heavy
rainsand muddidesearlierin
theweek ispictured dongthe
Coquihalla Highway near
Hope, British ColumbiaThe
provinceimposed temporary
restrictions on fuel and non-
essentid travel on Friday to
easesupply chaindisruptions
and aid recovery work.Three

more bodies were found, in
addition to one located on
Monday, and effortsto reach
a fifth person caught in a
mudslide have been
unsuccessful, theprovince's
chief coroner said on
Saturday. "Thishas been an
incredibly difficult year for
all of usinBC, and my heart
goesout tothemany families
and communities who have
suffered tragic losses," Lisa
Lapointesaid in astatement.
The storms, which started
last Sunday, forced the
closure of the Trans
Mountain pipeline and cut
two critical east-west rail
lines leading to Canada's
busiest port of Vancouver,
impeding the supply of fuel
and goods.

presented to the FA
highlights allegations of
racism among observers
who mark referees for
promotion. One observer is
alleged to have told one
referee: "Youlot canall run
fast, but that's all you are
good for."The lower levels
of the refereeing system
have been dubbed by some
referees from ethnic
minoritiesthe "black man's
graveyard" because of
allegations they are
blocked by asmall number
of white assessors from
reaching the highest
levels. Thereareno black or
Asianrefereesofficiatingin
the Premier League or
Championship. There are
just four referees from
ethnic minoritiesofficiating
in the country's top seven
divisions.The FA's 14-
member referee committee,
which has the task of
improving diversity in the
24,500-strong referee
workforce has no black or
Asian representatives.A
2015 FA report ondiversity
inrefereeing, Widening the
Net, set atarget of 10% of
its referee workforce being
from ethnic minorities. The
FA says ethnic minorities
among referees has risen

from about 4% in 2015 to
about 8%.Joel Mannix,
chair of the Black, Asian
and Mixed Heritage
Ethnicity (BAME) Referee
Support Group and one of
the highest-ranked black
refereesinthecountry, said:
"You've got observers who
are racist and they are
marking down officials on
their colour." He said
reforms need to focus on
representation, recruitment
and retention.The group
submitted adiversity report
last year to the FA that
detailed alleged racist
comments by observers. It
compiled the report from
referees from ethnic
minoritiesto show theracial
discrimination faced out by
some referees. The report
set out a road plan for
reform. TheBAME Referee
Support Group now wants
the FA to publish adetailed
breakdown of the number
of referees from ethnic
minorities officiating across
the various divisions.The
Observer understands that
refereeshave also compiled
evidence on one observer,
including video footage
seen by the newspaper, who
is alleged to have made
racist comments.

A/C Non A/C Rooms with
Car Parking At POGL
Brahmaputra,
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Assam Governor addresses valedictory
session of NE Education Conclave

Assam Rising, Reporter
Guwahati, November 21 :

Assam Governor Prof.
Jagdish Mukhi said that the
New Education Policy 2020
has the potential to help
India rediscover its old
glory besides providing
high-quality educational
opportunities to the youths
to determine the future of
the country. Speaking at the
valedictory session of the
North East Education Con-
clave on NEP 2020 at GMCH
auditorium here today, Gov-
ernor Prof. Mukhi said, “In-
dia has the reputation of
developing apart from phi-
losophy and mathematics,
science and technology of
avery high order, which had
attracted scholars from all
over the world.” He more-
over said that the NEP 2020
has been envisioned to
help the country to redis-
cover its old glory. Comple-
menting the NEP 2020 as

the springboard for en-
abling universal access to
quality education, the Gov-
ernor said that the new edu-
cation policy will be the key
to India’s leadership on the
global stage in terms of eco-
nomic growth, social justice
and scientific advancement
among others. He said that
over the next decade or two,
India will have the highest
population of young people
who will achieve working
age. He said that the new
education policy’s inherent
quality to provide high-
quality educational oppor-
tunities to the youths will

determine the future of In-
dia. The policy is essen-
tially based on the principle
that education must de-
velop not only cognitive
capacities of higher order
but also social, ethical and
emotional capacities and
disposition. The rich heri-
tage of ancient and eternal
Indian knowledge and
thought has been the guid-
ing light for this Policy, the
Governor added. Prof.
Mukhi further stated that
this Education Policy has
been formulated after an
unprecedented and exten-
sive process of consulta-

USTM organized talk on

NEP-2020 & its implementation

Assam Rising, Reporter
Guwahati, November 21 :

The essence of the new Na-
tional Education Policy is to
groom students as global citi-
zens by providing choice
based education with focus
on skill development and
value based learning in a

ers and staff and lectured on
the new education policy.
The UGC Chairman appreci-
ated and congratulated the
USTM family for the recent
accreditation of ‘A’ grade by
NAAC and said, “USTM’s
commitment for tribal devel-
opment, promotion of girl
child education, rural stu-

y
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holistic way, and here in the
North East India the Univer-
sity of Science and Technol-
ogy Meghalaya (USTM) can
act as a catalyst to transform
the education scenario. This
was stated by Prof D P Singh,
Chairman, University Grants
Commission (UGC) as he
delivered a talk on “National
Education Policy-2020 and
its implementation” here to-
day. Prof Singh also unveiled
a statue of Dr APJ Abdul
Kalam apart from inaugurat-
ing the new Block-I at the
university. The programme
was organized by USTM
and was also participated by
Prof D P Agrawal, Former
Chairman, UPSC who ad-
dressed the students, teach-

dents, its Pay Back policy,
free education for the meri-
torious poor students, schol-
arships etc. represent the vi-
sion of higher education in
NE India. The university is
expanding its wings of
higher education globally
through various MOUs with
great institutions in the coun-
try and abroad.” Speaking
on the occasion, the former
UPSC Chairman Prof D P
Agrawal said, “NEP empha-
sizes that all the education
policies in the future will be
outcome based. Choice
based curriculum will be ben-
eficial for bringing out the
quality of the students and
inculcate in them a sense of
belongingness and create

wealth for the country.” He
also appreciated that the
Chairman of NAAC peer
team has announced that
USTM has the potential to
be awarded A++ in the next
cycle of NAAC inspection in
2026. Prof DP Agrawal also
interacted with the students
of USTM who are preparing
for the UPSC exam. Earlier,
welcoming the delegates
and participants of the gath-
ering, Mahbubul Hoque,
Chancellor of USTM said
that the visits of UGC chair-
man are remarkable and ex-
traordinary for any higher
educational institution. “We
aspire to become a world
class university and appeal
to all the stakeholders to join
us in our endeavor to trans-
form this university into a
world class institution and
participate in the nation-
building process. I am
happy for the recent award
of Grade-A by NAAC to
USTM and extend my grati-
tude to the Government of
Meghalaya for supporting
us in the creation of USTM.
We will further develop the
university to make it a cen-
tre of excellence”, he
added. Delivering the vote
of thanks, Prof G. D. Sharma,
VC of USTM said that
USTM has recently opened
an International Affair Cell
for exchange programs of
students with other institu-
tions in the country and
abroad.

Luminous distribution center mnaugurated

Assam Rising, Correspondent
North Lakhimpur, November 21 :

Luminous, which is under
the Schnider company who
is continuing the trend of
research and development
in five countries of the
world, opened its 8th dis-
tribution center of Assam
in North Lakhimpur town
today. It is to be mentioned
that the popular battery and
inverter company named
Luminous has launched

~ TheAssamRising ©
res =

rh

L

another battery and in-
verter named AMAGE in
India along with opening of
its distribution centers
across Assam. Eminent
businessmen of North
Lakhimpur Jagadish Bajaj
inaugurated the distribu-
tion center of this new com-
modity at Maruti Sales, a
commercial institution
owned by Pawan Sarda of
North Lakhimpur.
"AMAGE battery and in-

verter are made by excellent
technology and it has al-
ready captured the market.
This battery and inverter
which have maximum five
years warranty will can
challenge to any kind of
branded company immi-
nently," attending in the
launching event Luminous
Power Technology Private
Limited Regional Head
Dipak Kumar told on behalf
of the AMAGE.

tions. Suggestions were re-
ceived from all sections of
the society. Due to such a
nationwide and extensive
participation, this Educa-
tion Policy truly embodies
national expectations and
solutions. This Education
Policy will be able to take
the countrymen, especially
the youth forward in accor-
dance with the needs and
aspirations of the 21st cen-
tury. It is not only a policy
document, but a reflection
of the aspirations of the
learners and citizens of In-
dia. Hailing the State gov-
ernment and Sankardev
Education and Research
Foundation for organizing
the conclave, the Governor
said, “It is the duty of all
states to make good use of
the opportunity and con-
tribute to the success of the
NEP 2020. He also said
Assam has initiated several
steps for implementing Na-
tional Education Policy

with many key decisions.
The State government has
notified a High Level Com-
mittee which has already
submitted its recommenda-
tions based on NEP track-
ers. He exuded confidence
that if the right efforts are
made, NEP will be a game
changer to shape the next
generation of students.
Education Minister Dr.
Ranuj Pegu, Advisor Edu-
cation Prof. Nani Gopal
Mahanta, Principal Secre-
tary Education Department,
Dr. B Kalyan Chakravarthy,
Chairman of AICTE Prof.
Anil Shahshrabudhe, Presi-
dent of Vidya Bharati Shri
Ramakrishna Rao, Presi-
dent Shankardev Education
and Research Foundation
Prof. Ramananda Das, Sec-
retary Shankardev Educa-
tion and Research Founda-
tion Prof. Amlandeep Das
were also present during
the valedictory function.

Fresher's Social and Felicitation
Ceremony in LTK College

Assam Rising, Correspondent
North Lakhimpur, November 21 :

The Department of Math-
ematics of Lakhimpur Telahi
Kamalaboria (LTK) College,
North Lakhimpur, organised
the departmental Fresher's
Social and Felicitation Cer-
emony in the college on Sat-
urday. The event, anchored
by degree 3rd semester stu-
dent Sourabhjyoti Phukan,
was begun with a chorus.
The main meeting was held
under the management of the
Head of the Mathematics
Department Manas Pratim
Borah where the Principal of
the college Dr. Bubul Kumar
Saikia delivered the inaugu-
ration speech. In his speech,
the Principal told the students
about the eight important
habits that they should fol-
low to be strong in intellec-
tual and mental aspects. Vice-
Principal of the college Dr
Ramesh Kumar Kakati, in his
lecture, urged the students
not to do any bad work least

in a day. He also urged the
students to refrain from the
abuses of mobile phones.
Attending in the meeting as
the eminent guests, [QAC co-
ordinator of the college Biju

Kumar Sonowal and Head of

the Political Science Depart-

ment of the college Prafulla
Nath lectured on several edu-
cational topics. As the Head
of the Mathematics Depart-

Covid Awareness programme at Silapathar

Assam Rising, Correspondent
Dhemaji, November 21 :

The TMPK initiative was held
at Namoni Sissitongani in
Silapathar area today at a fo-
cused seminar on 'Educa-
tional Issues and Possibilities
in The Civil Situation'. Eminent
social activist Harinath Pegu
conducted the seminar held
atthe TMPK office and in col-

laboration with the brother's
association. Retired head-

master Gobin Kalita and so-
cial activist Tangkeswar Doley

24th Loum Bango Cuture
Sports & Cultural Festival

Assam Rising, Reporter
Yomcha, November 21 :

The 24th Loum Bango
Sports & Cultural festival got
off to flying start after its in-
auguration by West Siang
Deputy Commissioner Penga
Tato at General Ground

Yomcha on November 21 last.

The six day long event will
open up wide range of cul-
tural and sports competition
among villages falling under
Loum Bango under ADC
headquarters Yomcha. Un-
furling the Festival Flag and
administering the oath to par-
ticipants as the Chief Guest,
the DC lauded the effort of

the Loum Bango people for
hosting the meet for 24 times
to hunt sports and cultural
talents from the areas. Games
and sports are of paramount
importance today and age old
culture emits distinct identity
for us. He urged the GBs to
keep alive the institution of
GB through fair dehvery of

justice so that péor people do

not hanker after courts to
settle even petty issues and
public to take up develop-
ment issues in the right per-
spective for over all develop-
ment of the area. He urged all
participants to take up the six
day event without with
sportsmanship spirit without
creating law and order prob-

lem. Gijum Tali. DIPRO who
attended the Festival as Guest
of Honour also spoke on val-
ues of games and sports in
life, inculcate values of life and
maintain that beautiful age old
culture that offers striking fea-
tures of unity in diversity in
our state. The Chairman
LBS&CF cum ADC Yomcha
Shri Hento Karga said that
such event drawing mass par-
ticipation is effort toward
searching the talents in the
interior areas and promote
unity and oneness among the
people. The Organizing Sec-
retary LBS & CF Ligom
Yomgam and Kartum Yomcha
highlighted the various
games, sports and cultural
competition to be show-
cased in the six day event
and expressed their grati-
tude to all for making the
day colorful. Football for
men and volleyball for
women aws organized on
the inaugural day.

attended the meeting to ex-
plain the objectives of re-
gional president Lakhminath
Pegu and secretary Tilen Pegu
at the Namoni TMPK's
Sissitongani. In the presence
of teachers, school manage-
ment committees, social work-
ers and community leader ac-
tivists of various schools in
the area, the content persons
spent a lot of time on the sub-
ject matter and offered a fo-
cused discussion.

ment Manas Pratim Borah
briefed up on the Mathemat-
ics Department of the college.
In the Felicitation Ceremony,
the 37 students who secured
first class in the final degree
examination-2021 in the
Mathematics (Honours)
course from the college were
felicitated. Satyajit Borah, a
student of LTK College , who

enlisted his name in the Assam
Book of Records by drawing
a unique portrait of Bharat
Ratna Dr. Bhupen Hazarika
with the names of 195 coun-
tries of the world, was also
felicitated. Assistant profes-
sors of LTK College Badan
Kalita,Diganta Saikia and
Lopmudra Mahanta also de-
livered fruitful lectures to
the students in the event.
Assistant professors of the
college Dr. Runali Goswami,
Swapnali  Borgohain,
Archana Borah, Rinku
Dutta, Juli Gohain Neog,
Prabhat Saikia, Monuj
Neog,Sumi Paul and
Priyanka Dutta were present
in the event, along with
about hundred students.

INVITATION FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
(Under Regulation 36A (1) of the Insolvency and Bankruptcy (Insolvency Resolution Process for Corporate Persons) Regulations, 2016

RELEVANT PARTICULARS

Name of the corporate debtor
Date of incorporation of corporate debtor

Citylife Retail Private Limited

17/10/2006

Autporily under which corporate debtor is incorporated /

ROC-Kolkata

TR

C;rpnrate identity number [ Timited liability identification
number of corporate debtor

U52100WB2006PTC111555

Address of the registered office and principal office
(if any) of corporatedebtor

Present Address: K.M.C Premises No. 14
Exhibition Road, Kolkata 700017 West Bengal

0ld Address: Express Tower, 42A Shakespeare
Sarani, 3rd Floor, Kolkata-700017

[6- [ Tnsolvency 1t date of the corporate debtor] 31st May,2021
7. | Date of invitation of expression of inferest 22nd November, 2021
8. | Eligibility for resolution applicants under section 25(2)(h) | The eligibility criteria is mentioned in the detailed
of the Code is available at: Expression of Interest process document, acopy ofwhich
can be sought by email to cirp.citylife@gmail.com
9. | Norms of ineligibility applicable under section 29Aare | Available on the website of IBBI
available at: (https:/fibbi.gov.inflegal-ramework/) or request by
email to cirp.citylife@gmail.com
10. | Last date for receipt of expression of interest 07th December, 2021
11.| Date of issue of pravisional list of prospective resolution| 13th December, 2021
applicants
12.| Last date for submission of objections to provisional list | 18th December, 2021
13.| Date of issue of final list of prospective resolution 18th Dacember, 2021
|| applicants
14.| Date of issue of information memorandum, evaluation | 14th December, 2021

resolution

matrix and request for resolufion plans fo prospective

|75. Manner of obtalning request for resoluhon plan,
luation matrix, ir ion mer
and further information

Will be shared in efectronic form with eligible
prospective resolution applicant

|16.| Last date for submission of resolution plans 13th January, 2022
17. Manner_ of submitfing resolution plans to resolution

In a sealed envelope by posthand as well as
Digital scanned Copy

18.| Estimated date for submission of resolution plan to the

31st January,2022 (Subject to the Exclusion and

as registered with the Board

Adjudicating Authority for approval Extension to be granted by the Hon'ble NCLT
Kolkata Bench)
19.| Name and registration number of the resolution Anneel Saraogi
professional Regn. No: IBBUIPA-0011P-P01320/2018 19/12009
20.| Name, Address and e-email of the resolution professional, | Anneel Saraogi

P-1, Hyde Lane, Suite No-7B, Tth Floor Kolkata-
700073 Email ID: gi@gmail.com

21.| Address and email to be used for corresp

with the resolution professional

Klass Insolvency Resolution Professionals Pvi. Ltd,
2(T Sarat Bose Road Vasundhara Apariment 2nd
Floor Kolkata -700020, West Bengal

Email ID: cirp.citylife@gmail.com

22.| Further Details are available at or with

Other details can be sought by email to
cirp.citylife@gmail.com

23.| Date of publication of Form G

22nd November, 2021

Date : 22.11.2021
Place: Kolkata

Anneel Saraogi
Resolution Professional

Citylife Retail Private Limited
IBBINPA-001/IP-P01320/2018 19/12009

TS1a SisieIel als

. ¥ FT T !

q punjab national bank

...the name you can BANK upon !

CIRCLE SASTRA CENTRE, DIBRUGARH,
E-UBI Building, 1st Floor, RKB Path, Dibrugarh-786001
Tel No. 9435513547 (M), E-mail: ¢s8221@pnb.co.in

SALE NOTIGE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of

SCGHEDULE OF THE SECURED ASSETS

Finaneial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) that the below described immovable property mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the constructive/physical/symbolic
possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of the Bank/Secured Creditor, will be sold on “As is where is”,
recovery of its dues due to the Bank / Secured Creditor from the respective borrower(s) and guarantor(s). The reserve price and the earnest money deposit will be as mentioned in the table below against the respective properties.

“As is what is”, and “Whatever there is” on the date as mentioned in the table herein below, for

'. Book Your Adsin THE ASSAIM msmg‘

&  www.dainandinbartagroup.in
@ assamrising@gmail.com

94010-33823

&

A) Dt. of Demand Notice u/s i
Name of Branch 13(2) of SARFAESI ACT 2002 | A) Reserve Price
B) Outstanding Amount as per (Rs. in Lacs) Details of the
Lot Description of the Immovable properties Mortgaged/ above notice B) EMD (last date | Date/Time encumbranices
Name of the Account - C) Possession Date u/s 13(4) - i known to
No. Owner's Name [mortgagors of property(ies)] o SARFAES] ACT 2002 of deposit of EMD)| of E-Auction the secured
D) Nature of Possession ] creditors
Name & addresses Symbolic / Physical / C) Bid Increase
of the Borrowers/Guarantors Constructive Amount
1 |PNB Boiragimath (E-UNI) Land measuring OB - 2K - 10L and building thereon, covered by Dag | A) 16.10.2019 A)Rs.28.98 Lakh | 09.12.2021 NIL
PANKAJ SHARMA No. 275, covered by Kheraj Periodic Patta No. 40 situated at Borbari, | B) Rs. 20,82,277.00 plus further | B)Rs. 2,89,800/- | 10:30 AM to
- - - Bongali Gaon, Mouza-Bondung, P.S. and Revenue Circle Chabua, | interest & cost (07.12.2021) 03:30 PM
Sri Pankaj Sharma, $/o Sh Bhuban Sharma, Niz Ghabua, | pistriet-Dibrugarh, Assam in the name of Mr. Bhaskar Borpuzari. | C) 21.01.2020 o
Bismile Chabua, Dist. Dibrugarh, Assam. D) Symbolic C) Rs. 50,000/
Guarantor: Sri Bhaskar Borpuzari, S/0 Sh Mahesh
Borpuzari, Hatimura Gaon, Banipur, Dibrugarh, Assam.
2 | PNB Lepetkata (E-UNI) All that part and parcel of the property consisting of plot of land | A) 02.09.2019 A)Rs.5.50Lakh | 09.122021 NIL
PAPU BARUAH measuring 0B - 2K - 10L and building thereon covered by Dag No. 279, | B) Rs. 11,93,731.75 plus further | B)Rs. 55000/ | 10:30 AM to
- - Periodic PattaNo. 85 situated at Baligaon Mouza Larua Dist. Dibrugarh, | interest & cost (0712.2021) 03:30 PM
Sri Papu Baruah, S/o Lt. Deba Baruah, Vill: Kutuha | pscam in the name of Mr. Papu Baruah, S/a Late Deba Baruah. C) 04.01.2020 e
Nagaon, PO Baligaon, Dist. Dibrugarh, Assam-785676. D) Symbolic C) Rs. 50,000/~
3 | PNB Dholla (E-UNI) Equitable mortgage of land and building standing in the name of | A) 21.11.2019 A)Rs.21.32 Lakh | 09.12.2021 NIL
SHIBO KR CHETRY (1) Shri Shibo Kumar Chetry, (2) Gopal Chetry, (3) Rajib Chetry, | B) Rs.7,99,192.37 plus further | B)Rs, 273,200/~ | 10:30 AM to
or - —1 (4) Sanjib Chetry covering Dag no. 355 of Patta no. 57 measuring | interest & cost (07.12.2021) 03:30 PM
Sri Shibo Kr. Chetry, $/0 Lt. Narayan Singh Chetry, Vill |  Bighag 1 Katha 3 Lessas or equivalent to 32112 sqft situated at | C) 29.01.2021 0)Rs. 50,000/-
Bormura Miripathar, PO Saikhowaghat, Dist-Tinsukia, | Bormura Miripather Gaon, Dholla, PO: Saikhowaghat, PS: Dhalla, | D) Symbolic o
hssam-TBG154. Mauza: Sadiya in the district Tinsukia

or omission in this proclamation.

Date: 22.11.2021
Place: Dibrugarh

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF E-AUCTION SALE

The sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and to the following further conditions:
1. The properties are being sold on “AS IS WHERE 1S BASIS” and “AS IS WHAT IS BASIS” and “WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS”
2. The particulars of Secured Assets specified in the Schedule hereinabove have been stated to the best of the information of the Authorised Officer, but the Authorised Officer shall not be answerable for any error, misstatement

3. The Sale will be done by the undersigned through e-auction platform provided at the Website https://www.mstcecommerce.com on 09.12.2021 @ 10:30 AM to 3:30 PM.
4. For detailed term and conditions of the sale, please refer www.ibapi.in, www.mstcecommerce.com, https://eprocure.gov.in/epublish/app & www.pnbindia.in.

Punjah National Bank, Secured Creditor

Authorized Officer
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Racianincricket

Azeem Rafiq, aformer England under-19 captain, testified through
tears at a parliamentary hearing on Tuesday about his experi-
ences of racism and bullying while playing for Yorkshire. The
England and Wales Cricket Board has suspended Yorkshirefrom
hosting international matches over its "wholly unacceptable”
response to the racism faced by Azeem Rafiq, while some of the
club's sponsors are ending deals.Azeem Rafig went into detail
about hisrelationship with Gary Ballance, who released alengthy
statement apologizing for using racist comments. He also dis-
cussed how, in hisview, the club's attitude towards him changed
following an accusation of bullying levelled at Tim Bresnan, a
former England all-rounder who moved from Yorkshire to
Warwickshire ahead of the 2020 season. If, in the coming days,
some player isfound to have had a passion for monkey chantsor
white hoods, then | think we could safely say thereis absolutely
no point discussing the subject of racism in cricket and beyond
for one second more. If "they're dl at it", then we don't have a
problem with "it" at all. Azeem Rafiq addressed aDCM S select
committee about his experiences of racism as a player at York-
shire County Cricket Club.Huddleston said Rafig'stestimony was
"alarming and "harrowing", adding he believes Yorkshire is an
"ingtitutionally racist” club."What weall want isfor cricket to get
its house in order and get its act together and sort this problem
out," he said."Problems in the past have not been adequately
acted upon and the speed Yorkshire responded to Rafig's con-
cerns was extraordinarily slow, so it raises questions how seri-
oudly sport takes the issues raised.Except, of course, we really
do. On Thursday, two days after detailing his horrible and de-
pressing treatment at Yorkshire, it emerged that Rafiq had himself
exchanged horrible and depressing antisemitic messages on
Facebook 10 yearsago. Meanwhile, Moeen Ali isn't surprised to
hear about the recent racism instance. However, Moeen Ali is
glad it came out, sending a message to people to think twice
before discriminating against anyone. Azeem Rafig cameout in
September of 2020 with the allegation that he was 'bullied, 'tar-
geted', and 'ridiculed’ because of his ethnic background. He re-
veded that the players of Asian origin were often referred to as
'Pakis’ or 'elephant washers.Racism in sports has been a preva-
lent issue throughout theworld, and in particular racism towards
African Americans has been especially severe over the course of
the history of sports in the United States and around the
world.Australian spectators allegedly directed racist remarks at
two Indian cricketers Jasprit Bumrah and Mohammed Sirgj dur-
ing the third test of Indiaagainst Australiain Sydney. such kind
of behaviour is dangerous for a calm sports environment.

BeaCitizen Journalist

Areyou against of violence or corruption? Do you really
want revolution inthe social, educational, political or economi-
cal system? Do you have any questions for the Government,
political or non political parties? Don’'t worry, be apart of The
Assam Rising family, Be a citizen journalist and write to us
about your problem and we will take the responsibility to pub-
lish your voice. Wewill giveyou aplatform to raise your voice,
because your simple voice can change society.

Editor,
TheAssam Rising
GN.B. Road, Chandmari Colony,
Guwahati, PIN 781003
E-mail 1d : assamrising@gmail.com

NEET UG results have aloud and clear message
Dominant castes can't continue old tactics

heresults of thisyear'sNational [*
Eligibility cum Entrance Test Un

dergraduate, or NEET UG, for

India'smedical aspirantshavesentavery |

loud and clear message. Students from

the Other Backward Classes, the Sched- o

uled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes @

are coming in massive humbers to oc-

cupy educational institutions in India ¢

and the status quoists will have to find
some or other tactics and strategies to
stop thisfloodgate. Not just NEET, they

arestaking claimon government jobsas %

well.Let'sbegin by checking theresullts.

The Telegraph analysed the results re- 4%
leased by the National Testing Agency
and found that over 83 per cent of the f
OBC candidates, more than 80 per cent ™

of the SC candidates and 77 per cent of
the ST candidates have scored morethan
the 50th percentile cut-off meant for the
'‘Genera' category.Check this data nu-
merically to understand the
"problem." Thisyear, atotd of 15.44 |akh
candidates appeared for the NEET-UG
of which 8.7 lakh passed the exam. Out
of these, dmost 1 lakh candidates will
get admissions in various MBBS and
BDS courses across India.In this exam,
7.71 1akh candidates cleared the cut-off
set for the unreserved (UR) and Eco-
nomically Weaker Section (EWS) cat-
egory, that is 50 percentile marks. Now,
the surprising part is that out of these
"meritorious’ candidates, 4.52 1akh or 59
per cent are those from OBC, SC or ST
groups. Only 3.181akh General category
and EWS candidates were able to pass
thisthreshold. Actually, more OBCs(3.29
lakh) cleared the genera cut-off mark than
the General and EWS category students
combined. This busts the widely propa-
gated idea of there being a correlation
between caste and merit.Take another
dataset. Inthe Civil Services Exam 2020
results, as many as 75 candidates from
the OBC, EWS, SC, and ST categories
performed better to maketheir way inthe
unreserved merit list. Thisis almost 10
per cent of thetotal selected candidates.
Out of these 75 candidates, 55 were
OBCs.Reserve category (especialy SC,
ST and OBCs) studentsbreachinginthe
unreserved category is becoming a big
"problem" and cause of "anxiety" for the
dominant castes, not only with regards
to central government jobs and admis-
sionsbut also at the state level Asinthe
case of recruitment of basic teachersin
Uttar Pradesh, the National Commission
of Backward Classes has, in itsinterim
report, said that more than 5,000 OBC
candidates cleared the exam inthe unre-
served category, but their names are ap-
pearing in the OBC list, thus denying
5,844 seats to the OBCs. If the correct
procedureisfollowed, then they will cut
into the unreserved seats.Breaching or
encroachment in the unreserved cat-
egory happens mainly through three
routes. One, where some of the SC, ST
and OBC candidates perform well and
find a place on the unreserved merit list
(ascited in the three cases). Their num-
bers are substantial in many of the re-
cruitments and admissions. Two, where
the OBC creamy layer candidates are

considered unreserved candidates and
also maketheir way into the General cat-
egory (many see this as Savarna cat-
egory.) For example, Lipi Singh, daugh-
ter of Union sted minister R.C.P. Singh,
became an IAS officer after passing the
Civil Serviceexam asan unreserved can-
didate. SheisborninaKurmi family, but
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since sheis in the creamy layer, sheis
considered as an unreserved candidate,
and rightly so. And three, when a re-
served category candidate applies for a
job in some other (non-native or non-
domicile) state, they need to apply asan
unreserved candidate, enlarging the pool
of unreserved aspirants. For example, in
Delhi, thereisno ST ligt, soif an ST from
any other state appliesfor ajobin Delhi,
they have to do so as an unreserved
candidate.One may arguethat since SCs
and STs constitute around 25 per cent
and OBCs congtitute no less than 52 per
cent of India's population, it should not
be a matter of any concern if they get
some seats in the unreserved category.
After al, unreserved seatsare by defini-
tion, and also by the judgments of the
Supreme Court, for everyone. After pro-
mulgation of the 103rd Constitution
Amendment Act, which gives 10 per cent
reservation to non-SC/ST/OBC poor
candidatesin government jobs and edu-
cation, dl socia groupsinIndiaarewithin
theambit of reservation policy. After the
amendment, 40.5 per cent of the seats
are open and everyone is legally and
theoretically entitled to get those
seats.General, open or unreserved seats
are, as common sense dictates, consid-
ered seats for non-SC/ST/OBC candi-
dates. This "common sense”" has a his-
torical background. In the British era,
government jobs were mainly taken by
the 'upper caste' Hindus and Muslims.
After Independence, SCs and STs were
given a 20 per cent reservation. At that
time, SC and ST reservation was carved
out without much resistance only be-
causethisideacamefromahistorical ar-
rangement called the Poona Pact and
also because these socia groups were
considered too meek to challenge the
hegemony of the oppressor caste
groups. The rest of the 80 per cent be-
came"Genera" seatsand, asdataproves,
most of them were grabbed by the domi-

Denied a state, Palestinians are now
denied asay In thair own future

edtiniansarenot just denied astate of their

n, they are largely exiled from a debate

about their own future. Thiswasmadeclear

this week in Keir Starmer's address to Labour
Friends of Isradl. The Labour leader wasright to
usethe speech to condemntheevil of antisemitism,
embedded asit isin western culture and society,
including among people on the left who - how-
ever unrepresentative - have caused hurt and dis-
tressto Britain's Jews. Thisisonereason, after al,
why many Jews see Israel asa
lifeboat; across millennia, sup-
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attacks, but only the "daily humiliations, con-
straintsand restrictions' endured by Palestinians,
even though 22 times as many Pal estinians were
killed between 2008 and 2020. The 54-year-old oc-
cupation was only fleetingly mentioned. He
quoted a previous Labour leader, Harold Wilson,
lauding the "social democrats who made the
desert flower" - but did not mention that the
"desert" wasthehome of Palestinians, 700,000 of
whom were ethnically cleansed in the Nakba of
1948.Sarmer dso stated hisop-
position to the boycott, divest-

posed social acceptance has
given way to renewed persecution.Rightly con-
demning antisemitism is not incompatible with a
passionate critique of Isragl's illegal occupation
of Palestine - Starmer addressed both subjectsin
his speech. He dismissed a "Manichean view of
theconflict", saying heisa"friend of Isragl and of
Paesting". This would make sense, given both
Labour's long history of supporting a two-state
solution (even if that has too often been in word
not deed) and theloss of trust in the Labour party
among many British Jews. Starmer istryingtobuild
bridges, but his strategy is misguided. His posi-
tion may sound eminently reasonable, but thereis
a huge gulf in power between an impoverished,
besieged and miilitarily occupied territory and a
powerful statewith ahi-tech military that isbacked
by asuperpower.By trying to find equivalence, he
downplayed the human rights issues at hand. He
mentioned the killing of Isragli citizensin terror

ment and sanctions (BDS)
movement. His predecessor, Jeremy Corbyn, did
not support it either, but his condemnation of the
global campaign for "targeting a one the world's
sole Jewish state” should be challenged, echoing
asit doesclaimsfrom Benjamin Netanyahutothe
Trump adminigtrationthat BDSisantisemitic.BDS
isadtrategy called for by Palestinians that seeks
to end the occupation, grant the fifth of Isradli
society who are Palestinian equal rights, and
achievejugticefor Palegtinian refugees. Thisstrat-
egy isnot uniqueto Isradl, given that Britain has
imposed sanctionsagai nst multiple human-rights-
abusing states from Belarus to Zimbabwe and
South Africa. Human Rights Watch and the Is-
raeli human rights organi sation B'Tselem recently
published landmark reports that affirmed the ac-
curacy of using the term "apartheid" to describe
what Israd is doing; boycotting the South Afri-
can apartheid state played a significant role in

bringing about change. At the time, detractors
asked why similar boycottswerenot placed against
other repressive states as a way to derail the de-
bate, aposition that [ooksill-judged with the ben-
efit of hindsight.Starmer suggests Isradl is held
"to standards to which no other country is sub-
jected", but many condemn Britishinvolvementin
the crimes committed by Saudi Arabia- notleastin
plunging Yemen into humanitarian calamity - or
indeed Turkey or Egypt. Inall cases, Britishdiplo-
matic support and arms sales render our govern-
ment complicit, and activists have demanded an
end to trade with these states too.BDS is an en-
tirely peaceful strategy and yet it isstill dismissed
asbeyond the pale, raising the question: what ex-
actly isalegitimateform of Palestinian resistance?
Moral pressure by western governments has
achieved nothing: a 2018 "nation state”" law en-
shrined the inferior rights of Palestinian citizens,
whilelast monththelsragli government approved
another 3,000 homesinillegal settlements on the
West Bank. The west tuts as the vice around Pal-
edtinetightens.Indeed, thisrefusal tolisten to Pal-
estinian voi ces poses a serious question: if people
support a Palestinian homeland, what does the
pathtoit look like?Would afuture Labour govern-
ment tut alittlelouder about annexationsasit con-
tinuesto arm and back Israel and, if so, what in-
centivewould therebefor I sragl'srulersto change
course?And so the Palegtinian tragedy remains:
asmarginalisedin thedebate about itsfuture asits
peoplearein their own land.

nant caste candidates. The 2nd Backward
Class Commission, popularly known as
the Mandal Commission, collected data
from all central government ministries
and departments and found that the
number of OBCsin first-class jobs was
only 4.69 per cent. [The Mandal Com-
mission Report, 1980, Chapter 9, clause
48] Thisalso underlinesthe domination
of the 'upper castes in central govern-
ment jobs.I mplementation of the Mandal
Commission report in the early 1990s
unsettled the ongoing equilibrium and
was grossly unjust. But it was the nor-
mative idea of that time. The Mandal
Commission took away 27 per cent from
the kitty that was considered the exclu-
sivedomain of the 'upper castes. In 2006,
this provision was extended to central
government educational institutions.
These actswere challenged in the courts
but failed toelicit thedesired results. With
sometweaking, likecreamy layer and tak-
ing Institutions of National Importance
out of the ambit of reservation etc, the
OBC quota was by and large imple-
mented. If you look at it from the per-
spective of the dominant castes, 49.5 per
cent of central government jobsand seats
in the educational institutions became
out of bounds for them. Thus, the chal-
lenge for the dominant caste power
structure was, and is, to save 51.5 per
cent of the cake.These are some of the
strategies being applied to achieve the
goal of saving unreserved seats. Thefirst
tactic isto not fill the vacant positions.
Let the status quo continue, which isin
favour of the oppressor castes. Accord-
ing to the latest reports, around 9 lakh
central government posts are vacant. If
these arefilled, at least half of the posts
will goto SC/ST/OBCs.Thesecondisto
fill theunreserved seatswith mostly domi-
nant caste candidates and if some candi-

date appears for the SC/ST/OBC seats,
thenfind away to declarethem NFS (Not
Found Suitable). After afew months or
years, mark the seats as unreserved, as
therewasno onefrom SC/ST/OBC tofill
those seats. Or make that position con-
tractual, and make the provision for res-
ervationineffective.Third, if acandidate
appliesas SC/ST/OBC, don't changetheir
category evenif they qualify asan unre-
served candidate. In many instances, this
strategy has resulted in reserved cat-
egory cut-off going higher than the un-
reserved category (recruitments in
Rajasthan, Railways, Uttar Pradesh and
Delhi are some examples). Thisis hap-
pening despite the Supreme Court rul-
ing in 2019 that "every candidate be-
longs to the General category, irrespec-
tive of thefact whether gheisan SC, ST
or OBC."The fourth strategy is to en-
sure that the SC/ST/OBC candidates
who got selected on open merit go back
totheir respective categories. NEET and
JEE do this by offering better colleges,
and UPSC and DoPT do thisby offering
better services. Itisno surprisethat JEE
and NEET cameinto the picture only af-
ter the OBC reservationin higher educa
tion wasimplemented. The UPSC, onthe
other hand, maintains a consolidated
Reserve List of candidates under Rule
16 (4) & (5) of the Civil Services Exami-
nation Rules 2020, which serves this
purpose. This rule also came after the
implementation of the OBC quota.The
fifthisto ensurethat if SC/ST/OBC can-
didatestakeany relaxationin ageor quali-
fication at any stage, then it doesn't mat-
ter if they securethetop rank inthefinal
merit list, they will still beregarded asa
candidate of the reserved category. This
happened in the case of TinaDabi, who
secured top rank inthefinal merit list of
the civil service exam, but was consid-
ered an SC candidatefor clearing thepre-
lims exam based on the reduced cut-off
for SC candidates.Sixth, the EWS quota
isaso an effort in the same direction as
it ensuresthat at |east part of the 51.5 per
cent unreserved seats are kept safe for
dominant caste groups.The "anxiety" is
that if SC/ST/OBCs grab seats in the
unreserved category, what will the
Savarnakids do? The second argument
isthat if SC/ST and OBCsare so merito-
rious that they are grabbing seatsin the
unreserved category, then why are they
availing reservationsinthefirst place?n
the coming days, wewill see many more
such strategies and conspiracies to pro-
tect the unreserved category for 'Gen-
eral' candidates.

| lost my children in Uphaar fire

There'snojudticeif motherslikemearelet down

believeweneed ajudicia systemthat

providesjustice to its people without

inordinate delays and the possibility
of the system being manipulated by the
powerful and wealthy. As an ordinary
citizen of thisgreat country, | approached
thecourtsin India24 yearsago when my
children Unnati (then 17 years old) and
Ujjwal (then 13 years of age) were
snatched away from me when they per-
ishedintheman-madefirea Uphaar Cin-
emainNew Delhi on 13 June1997. | was
devastated by the loss of my children,
but firminmy belief that | would get jus-
tice. Twenty four years later, | am till
seeking justice. Neither hastime healed
the grief and pain of loss, nor has the
judicial system served its purpose. | can
therefore say with complete conviction,
backed by personal experience and a
deep sense of hurt, that justice can be
served only if and when motherslikeme
arenot let downtime
and again by a judi-

unending mission took itstoll and | had
no timeto realise that | was ageing and
needed some rest. It also meant stand-
ing for countless hours in different
courts, through weather changes, health
issues, abuse and threats hurled at me.l
did al this because of apromise | made
tomy childrenthat | would get justicefor
them. But all the while, I knew that jus-
ticewould not bring back the children. It
could only benefit other mothersand fa-
thers, and children. All the while | was
certainthat thejudicial systemwould not
fall me.Howevey, it isimportant to men-
tion that the sections under which the
accused were charged was not in my
hands at all. And therefore, in the main
case, the maximum sentence the Ansals
could have got wastwo yearsjail asthey
werecharged u/s304A | PC. Eventhough
they were sentenced to two years, the
highest court in the land thought it fit to
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cial system that is
putty in the hands of powerful, wealthy
and corrupt men and women.When |
started my journey to get justice for my
children, | wasdedlingwith asinglecourt
case, namely, the Writ Petition filed by
AVUT (Association of the Victims of
Uphaar Tragedy) and later the criminal
Casefiled by the CBI. Thecriminal case
was being heard by the Additional Ses-
sions Judge. The accused challenged the
interim ordersinthe higher court withan
intention to delay the tria. The AVUT
had to move the high court to get direc-
tions to expedite the trial. With the pas-
sage of time, the number of cases in-
creased, beit with regard to petition filed
by Ansal Theatre & Clubotels(P) Ltdfor
release of Uphaar Cinema, bail cancella
tion of the Ansals in the high court and
the Supreme Court.Negotiating all these
casesand dealing with them meant shut-
tling between one court to another. Apart
from attending the hearings, | also had
to have conferenceswith ateam of dedi-
cated lawyers to prepare for the cases.
Thismeant dedicating mysdlf wholly and
unequivocally to this task. It amounted
to thousands of hours and over two de-
cades of painstaking preparation. This

let the criminalsbuy their way out of jail
for aprice! Isit surprising thenthat | lost
al faithinthesystem? Theadvanced age
of the Ansals was taken into consider-
ation while letting them buy their way
out of ajail sentence, but no onethought
of the lives of my 17 and 13 year olds
being cut short because of the sheer
greed and corruption of the
criminas?Today, 24 yearsafter my tragic
and irreparableloss, | fedl vindicated to
some extent by the verdict of the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate Dr Pankaj
Sharmawith all five convicts sentenced
to seven years simpleimprisonment u/s
120B/409/201 IPCinthe evidencetam-
pering case. The court hasdoneall inits
power and authority by giving a sen-
tence of seven years.But evenas| fed a
sense of peace and relief, | know for a
fact that | have to be alert and ready for
battle again. The loopholes department
provided by a system that has not seen
review and reformfor ages, andthedirty
tricks department is at work even as |
write this article. Feigning illness is a
popular tool used by many convicts, and
Sushil Ansal may havewielded the same
tool to his benefit.
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YamahalaunchesYZF-R155V 3.0

Mumbai/Guwahati, Nov 21:
India Yamaha Motor (I1'YM)
Pvt Ltd. asapart of its capti-
vating brand campaign "The
Cdll of the Blue',announced
andl new 'Unibody seat' vari-
ant for theYZF-R15 V3.0
supersport motorcycle, to
meet customer demand. The
new Y ZFR15SV 3 (Unibody
Seat) variant will be sold
aongside the YZF-R15 V4
model across dl the autho-
rized Yamaha dedershipsin
India. The YZF-R15S V3 is
priceda Rs 157,600(ex-show-
room, Delhi) andisavailable
in Racing Blue colour.
Yamaha has always been
knowntoinnovate andintro-
duce products that have a
strong connect with itslarge
customer base. The "YZF-
R15" brand has been a sig-
nificant milestone in the
company's history; the prod-
uct being the torchbearer to
introduce racing culture in
India. The YZF-R15 V3 has
seen huge success for its
spectacular engineering
prowess and technological
advancements, and the new
variant will continueto carry
the baton to strengthen that
position in the premium su-

Reebok introduces Floatride

per sportssegment. TheR15S
V3 variant is powered by a
155cc, 4-gtroke, liquid-cooled,
SOHC, 4-vave engine that
producesmaximum power of
18.6 PSat 10,000rpm, witha
torque output of 14.1 Nm at
8,500rpm. The fud-injected
motor withVeriableVaveAc-
tuation (VVA) ismatedtoa6-
peed gearbox.Itwill continue
to festure a Multi Function
LCD Ingtrument Cluster with
Gear Shift Indicator, Dua
Channd ABS,Assg & Sip-
per Clutch, Side stand with
engine cut-off Switch,
Deltabox Frame, Aluminum
Swingarm, and aSuper Wide
140/70-R17 Radid Rear Tyre.
Speaking on the occasion,
Mr. Motofumi Shitara, Chair-
man, Yamaha Motor India

Group,said,"TheYZFR15in
its Version 3.0 was a huge
success asit proved to bethe
mog exhilaratingmodd inthe
150cc supersport segment
with advanced technology
and festures. WhiletheY ZF-
R15V4isheinghighly appre-
ciated by customers across
India, our research has
shown that customers are
adsolookingforamoreviable
optiontocommutewith apil-
lion, without having to com-
promiseontheRacing DNA
of theR15. At Yamahaweare
alwayslistening to what our
customers demand and make
every possible attempt to
meet those demands. Hence,
theR15SV 3with aUnibody
Seat wasevident." Hefurther
added, "Afterthe introduc-

Energy & Liquifect 180

New Dehi/ Guwahati, Nov
21: Reebok, Indias leading
fitnessandlifestylebrand, in-
troducesnew upgradestoits
running footwear portfolio
with the new Hoatride En-

at its core, both Floatride
Energy & Liquifect 180 pro-
vide an unprecedented level
of comfort and performance
for runners. Key Features of
the new silhouettes include:

ergy &thenew Liquifect 180.
With peoplelookingtoreig-
nitetheir outdoor fithessrou-
tine, the brand aims to en-
sure runners have the right
gear to explore their fitness
journeys. Backed by perfor-
mance, accessibility, and
sustainability, the newly
launched shoes feature en-
hanced attributes, creating a
high-performance running
shoe that is perfect for any
type of run. With versatility

Floatride Energy 3.0 (INR
8,999): Thelatest iteration of
theaward-winning Floatride
franchise, the new Floatride
Energy features a midsole
that delivers a lightweight
fed and a smooth, respon-
sveride A bresthablesquare
knit upper helps keep feet
cool. The shoe further en-
hances flexibility and pro-
videstraction and durability.
Liquifect 180(INR6,599):The
newly launched Liquifect 180

3.0offersamodern silhouette
withaquilted deco gtitch that
creates a 360-movement vi-
sual from upper to outsole.
Theinjected polyurethanein
the heel provides a cush-
ionedridewiththe Fuel Foam
midsole offering a respon-
svefed. A perfect combina
tion of street and gym wear,
the new Liquifect 180 isde-
signed to provide all-day
comfort. Theattractiveprices
of the al new Floatride En-
ergy and Liquifect 180 area
testament to Reebok's com-
mitment to make fitness ac-
ble for everyone, keep-
ing the high-performance
standards intact. Check out
the complete collection at
shop4reehok.com, select re-
tail stores, Amazon, Flipkart,
Myntraand Ajio. Reebok In-
ternational Ltd., headquar-
tered in Boston, MA, USA,
is a leading worldwide de-
signer, marketer and distribu-
tor of fitnessand lifestylefoot-
wesr, gppard and equipment.
AnAmerican-inspiredgloba
brand, Reebok isapioneer in
the sporting goods industry
witharich and soried fitness
heritage. Reebok develops
products, technologies and
programming that enable
movement so people can ful-
fill their potential . Resbok con-
nects with the fitness con-
sumer wherever they areand
however they choose to stay
fit - whether it's functional
training, running, combat
training, walking, dance, yoga
or aerobics. Reebok Classics
leverages the brand's fitness
heritage and represents the
roots of the brand in the
goortslifestylemarket.

tion of the brand Campaign
‘TheCal of theBluein 2018,
the R15 model range wit-
nessed a staggering growth
insaes. Considering the pe-
riod between January 2018to
October 2021, we have gar-
nered atotal saleof 276, 445
units, which isaremarkable
accomplishment. Thisclearly
gatesthesuccessof TheCal
of the Blue campaign,which
was launched to tegtify the
company's commitment of
offering two wheelers that
add up to the global spirit of
Yamaha Racing and the
brand's global image of 'Ex-
citement, Stylish and
Sporty'." Yamaha Motor
madeitsinitial foray intoIn-
diain 1985 asajoint venture.
InAugust 2001, it became a
100% subsidiary of Yamaha
Motor Co., Ltd, Japan
(YMC). In 2008, Mitsui &
Co., Ltd. entered into an
agreement with Y MC to be-
comeajointinvestor inindia
YamahaMotor Private Lim-
ited (I'YM). 1Y M'smanufac-
turing facilities comprise
State-of-the-art plants at
Surgjpur (Uttar Pradesh) and
Kanchipuram (Tamil Nadu).
The infrastructure at these

plants supports the produc-
tion of motorcyclesand parts
for the domestic as well as
overseas markets. YMC has
edablished its subsidiaries -
YamahaM otor Researchand
Development India Pvt Ltd.
(YMRI), YamahaMotor India
Sdes Pvt Ltd. (YMIS) and
YamahaMotor IndiaPvt Ltd.
(YMI) in India to indepen-
dently support 1'YM inthede-
v opment, sdes& marketing
of its products and overall
businessplanning & regiona
control respectively. Pres-
ently, itsproduct portfolioin-
cludesYZF-R15version 4.0
(155cc) with ABS, MT-15
(155cc) with ABS; Blue-
Core Technology-enabled
models such as FZ 25
(249cc) with ABS, FZS 25
(249cc) withABS, FZ-SFI
(149cc) with ABS, FZ FI
(149cc) with ABS, FZ-X
(149cc) withABS, AEROX
(155cc) withABSand UBS
enabled scooters like
Fascino 125 FI Hybrid
(125cc), Fascino 125 Fi
(125cc), RayZR 125 Fl Hy-
brid (125¢cc), RayZR 125 Fl
(125cc) and Street Rally 125
FI (125cc), Street Rally 125
FI Hybrid (125cc).

MSME Min. Rane laid
foundation stone of flat-
ted factory complex

Guwahati, Nov 21: Minis-
ter for MSME, Govt. of In-
dia, Shri Narayan Rane, in
presence of Shri Chandra
Mohan Patowary, Minister
for Transport, Industries &
Commerce, Skill Develop-
ment, Govt. of Assam and
Shri B.B. Swain, IAS, Sec-
retary to the Ministry of
MSME, Govt. of Indialaid
the foundation stone for
the flatted factory complex
on Friday the 19th Novem-
ber,2021 at a solemn func-
tion held at Patgaon, Rani,
Kamrup (M). Flatted fac-
tory concept is a new con-
cept. Itsahighrisebuilding
with common utilitieshous-

-~

ing many industrial units.
Flatted factories are de-
signed for clean and light
industrial units. An indus-
trial building of more than
one storey, usually with
two or moregoodslifts, and
constructed or converted
for multiple occupation.
The building is subdivided
into small, separately occu-
pied units which are used
for manufacturing, assem-
bly and associated storage.

Guwahati, Nov 21: Azim
Premji University an-
nounces admissions to its
full-time, residentid Under-
graduate program. The ap-
plicationsareavailableinthe
webdgteand thelast datefor
the Early Admission pro-
cess is December 7, 2021.
Thedaseesfor thebatchwill
commence from July 2022.
Theprogrammesoffered by
the university are 3-year
B.Sc. degreein Physics, Bi-
ology or Mathematics and
B.A. degreein Economics,
English, Philosophy or His-
tory and 4-year B.Sc. B.Ed.
Dual degreein Scienceand
Education with specidiza
tion in streams Physics, Bi-
ology or Mathematics &
Education. Thecurriculumat
AzimPremji University em-
phasizes disciplinary depth

and broader skillsof andlysis,
reasoning and problem-solv-
ing skills over conventiona
modedf learning. Studentswill
work on a common curricu-
lum to strengthen their key
skillsand capabilitiesto help
them becomeactiveand sdf-
motivated learners. Azim
Premji University offersadi-
verse student cohort; need
based scholarships (full or
partia waiver) and extensive
academic support. With ac-
complished faculty members,
amix of teaching, ressarchand
field experience, combined
with innovative teaching-
learning methods and close
mentoring of students, thisis
an opportunity for aspirants
toexplorelndiascomplex so-
cia and politica redity and
become respongble citizens
of the 21st century. Under-

APU announcesearly round
admissionsfor Vivid Programmes

graduate students can aso
conduct research through
Honoursprojects. Theadmis-
sion process will be con-
ductedin2windows, Early ad-
missions and regular admis-
sions. Students can apply
online on the University
website. Applicants will be
selected based on a written
test following which per-
sond interview will be con-
ducted for the shortlisted
students. The University
also considers SAT and
KYPY sooresfor Admissons
The classes will be con-
ducted at the University's
permanent residential cam-
pusat Sarjapur-Attibe e Road
ontheoutskirtsof Bangaore.
Soreed over 80 acres, thecam-
puswill offer 2.7 millionsg ft.
of space after the first phase
of congtruction, capable of

accommodating 3800 stu-
dents and 700 faculty plus
adminigrationgtaff. [twill be
a self-contained learning
and living space with hos-
tel accommodation for stu-
dents, residential facilities
for faculty and staff, guest
stay, library, auditorium,
amphitheatre, and sports
complex with outdoor and
indoor games. Azim Premji
University wasestablished
under theAzim Premji Uni-
versity Act 2010 of the
Government of Karnataka.
AZzim Premji Foundation, the
sponsoring body set up the
Univerdty asafully philan-
thropic and not-for-profit
entity, with a clear socid
purpose; to contribute to
theredization of ajust, eg-
uitable, humane and sus-
tainable society.

It may be mentioned that
theflatted factory complex
isthefirst of itskind in In-
dia, funded under the Mi-
cro, Smal & Medium Enter-
prise scheme of ministry of
MSME, Govt. of India. The
project is being set up at
Patgaon, Rani with a
builtup areaof 4500 sq ft. at
a total cost of Rs. 21.96
crores. Govt. of Indias as-
sistance towards the
projectis9.74 crores. Once
set up the flatted factory
complex will house 47 mi-
cro and small industrial
units. Besidestheindustrial
units, the complex will have
thefollowing facilities, wa-

ter supply, drainage, power
substation, administrative
complex, weigh bridge,
common effluent treatment
plant, road side greenery
and rain water harvesting
facility. The project of Flat-
ted Factory Complex will be
implemented by Assam In-
dustrial Infrastructure De-
velopment Corporation Ltd
(A1IDC). The project is
scheduled t be completed
withintwo years.

Shark Tank India

announces 'Ash

Guwahati, Nov 21: Thewait
isfinaly over astheWorld's
No.1 Business Redlity show
- Shark Tank isgearing upfor
its very first season in India
that will reinvigoratethe In-
dian entrepreneur ecosystem.
Shark Tank Indiawill provide
an opportunity and a plat-
formtoentrepreneurswithin-
teresting business ideas,
business prototypes or ac-
tive businesses that will be
evaluated by experienced
investors & business
expertsa.k.a The Sharkson
the show. Taking the excite-
ment, a notch higher and fi-
nally answering the most
asked questioni.e. 'Who are
the Sharks of Shark Tank In-
dia, Sony Entertainment Tde-
vision unveiled the first
Shark - Mr.Ashneer Grover,
Founder and MD of
BharatPe, oneof Indidsearly
unicorn start-ups. Analum-
nus of IIT Delhi and 1M
Ahmedabad, Ashneer
Grover, Founder and Manag-
ing Director of BharatPeisa
seasoned professional with

ooy

strong strategic vision and
proven expertise across do-
mains in both start-ups and
top-tier organizations. He
has been apart of renowned
companies like Kotak In-
vestment Bank and American
Express before gtarting his
own venture- BharatPe.
Ashneer is an active inves-
tor with 55 investments in

sartups. HeisasoalLP(In-
vestor) in 2 USA based
funds- Ribbit Capita and L eft
Lane Partners. Ashneer will
investindisruptiveideasand
mentor Indias budding en-
trepreneurs. Produced by
SudioNEXT, Shark Tank In-
dia will soon premiere on
Sony Entertainment Televi-
sion!

Versanetworks supportsmake
In India initiative with Jaoil

Guwahati, Nov 21: Versa
Networks, the leader in Se-
cure Access Service Edge
(SASE), announceditspart-
nership with globa manu-
facturing solutions provider
Jabil to manufactureitslead-
ing SD-WAN appliancesin
support of the national
MakeinIndiainitiative. The
Makein Indiainitiativewas
launched by the PrimeMin-
ister in September 2014 as
part of awider set of nation-
buildinginitiatives. Devised
totransformIndiaintoaglo-
bal design and manufactur-
ing hub, the"MakeinIndia"
initiative seeks to position
the country as a nation of
innovation and aimsto pro-
vide morejob opportunities
to the Indian community as
thetechnology landscapein
the country continues to
evolve. Aspart of theinitia-
tive global companies are
incentivised to move or
open-up part of their prod-
uct manufacturing locally in
India. Versa Networks Se-
cure SD-WAN isatransfor-
mativetechnology that Ssm-
plifiesthe IT infrastructure
control and management by
delivering a virtual WAN
architecture that securely
connects users to their ap-
plications. An SD-WAN so-
[ution includes a controller
and a branch device that is
operated from the data cen-
tre or cloud where the con-
troller is deployed. Jabil is
focused on the manufactur-
ing of the branch devices -
specifically universal
branch CPE (customer
premise equipment) appli-
ances - that hosts Secure
SD-WAN softwareand sup-

port third-party VNFs as
part of Versa's solution. Al-
though Versa branded,
these devices are sold by
Jabil directly to distributors
for partners and customers
to purchase. "With Indiaas
the second biggest market
for Versa, coupled with the
Government'sinitiative, de-
ploying a manufacturer in
theregionthisyear hasbeen

an important move," said
Abhishek Jain, Regional
Sales Director, India&
SAARC at VersaNetworks.
"What's more, we're proud
to beinvolved in an initia-
tive that gives back to the
community with the offer of
jobs and upskilling oppor-
tunities, aswell asdoing our
part to enhance India's
economy." With production
starting at the beginning of
August and three product
families having been pro-
duced so far, Jabil's manu-
facturing plantsin Pune, In-
dia are currently providing
morethan 80 jobsfor locals.
Every academic year Jabil
hires apprenticesand gradu-
atetraineesfromvariousin-
stitutions, providing vari-
ous skills enhancement
training programs to sup-
port skills development in

No stranger to turmoil, Dutch deal maker
Wynaendts set for Deutschechar

Frankfurt, Nov 21: Ashead
of Dutch insurer Aegon,
Alexander Wynaendts led a
complex European financia
ingtitution with staff around
the world and a large U.S.
presence during a turbulent
decade, experience that
should serve him well asthe
next chair of Germany's
DeutscheBank (DBKGN.DE).
On Friday, a committee of
DeutscheBank's supervisory
board nominated Wynaendts
to oversee Germany'slargest
lender from next year. The
board is expected to debate
his role this weekend with
shareholders voting on his
appointment in May. If
dected, thepostionwill cata-
pult Wynaendts, who isrela
tively unknown in Germany,
into a role as one of the
country'stop bankersat atime
when Deutsche is also

steadying itself after arocky

sblefuture merger. "Itismy
strong belief that Deutsche
Bank iswell placedtoaddress
the growing needs of itsglo-
ba client base" Wynaendts
sad. "l amcommitted to sup-
port the leedership team and
al employees in continuing
withthesuccessful execution
of its strategy.”" Just months
into his tenure at Aegon
(AEGN.AS), acompany that
inthemid 19th century helped

decade with aview to apos-.

.'_"
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the DUtICh pay fo.r ‘funerds,

Wynaendts, 61, navigated a
3 billion euro ($3.39 billion)
state bailout and restructur-
ingasthe2008financid criss
took itstoll. Deutschehaslost
billions of euros and faced
hugefines, leaving regulators
fearing it was on the brink of
collapse five years ago. Al-
though it has tarted regping
small profitsunder new lead-
ership, there remains plenty
of unfinished business.

the region. "The recent ex-
plosion in cloud,
virtualisation, 10T, and the
use of artificia intelligence
and machine learning, has
caused adramaticriseinthe
amount of traffic and data
passing through enterprise
WANSs, resulting in a num-
ber of networking chal-
lenges for organisations,"
saysSunil Naik, Operations
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CLOUD and Saas

Director at Jabil Pune.
"Versa's Secure SD-WAN
technology is giving busi-
nesses the solution to these
challenges and having the
opportunity to be a part of
that solution by manufac-
turing the CPE appliances
on behalf of Versa whilst
simultaneously being in-
volvedinaninitiativelike
'Make in India" is really
exciting." VersaNetworks,
the leader in SASE, com-
bines extensive security,
advanced networking, in-
dustry leading SD-WAN,
genuine multitenancy, and
sophisticated analyticsvia
the cloud, on-premises, or
as a blended combination
of both to meet SASE re-
quirementsfor small to ex-
tremely large enterprises
and Service Providers, and
viathesimplified VersaTi-
tan cloud service designed
for Lean IT. Thousands of
customers globally with
hundreds of thousands of
sites trust Versawith their
networks, security, and
couds. VersaNetworksispri-
vately held and funded by
Sequoia Capital, Mayfield,
ArtisVentures, Verizon Ven-
tures, Comcast Ventures,
Liberty Global Ventures,
PrincevilleCapitd, RPSVen-
turesand Triangle Peak Part-
ners. For moreinformation,
visit https://www.versa-
networks.com or follow
Versa Networks on Twitter
@versanetworks. Jabil
(NY SE: JBL) isamanufac-
turing solutions provider
with over 260,000 employees
across 100 locations in 30
countries. Theworld'slead-
ing brandsrely on Jabil'sun-
matched breadth and depth
of end-market experience,
technical and design capa-
bilities, manufacturing
know-how, supply chainin-
sights and global product
management expertise.
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CM Dr. Sarma lays foundation

Baghjan ailfield blowout incident. The Chief Minister also laid the foundation
stone of the alumni association office at JEC campuswhichisgoing to be built by
ex-student Anupam Sarma. ML AsHitendraNath Gosvami, RenupamaRajkhowa,
Rupjyoti Kurmi, Bhaskarjyoti Baruah, DC Jorhat Ashok Barman, Principal JEC Rita
Sarma, Basin Manager of Oil Manash Sarma were aso present on the occasion
among other dignitaries. Earlier the Chief Minister also laid the foundation stone
of Auniati University at the Auniati Sekha Satra at Kaliapani, Teok in Jorhat.
Speaking on the occasion the Chief Minister said that the Auniati Satra has a
gloriouslegacy of spiritualism and moral teachingsand the new university would
be able to produce morally and spiritually strong citizensfor the society. He said
that Indian civilization has alwaysbeen nurtured by theinquisitivenessfor knowl-
edge and he expressed optimism that this university will sustain that urge for
finding knowledge. Highlighting that there is a high rate of dropout of students
going into higher education, Chief Minister Dr. Sarmasaid that more universities
and ingtitutes of higher education must be set up for minimizing dropout. He
informed that the state government has decided to upgrade several collegesinto
universities to fill the gap and Auniati University will be able to contribute in
furthering the cause of higher education in the state. The future society depends
on ablecitizenswith high moral and humanistic valuesand Auniati University will
beableto produce such citizensfor the society, heopined. The Chief Minister also
announced an amount of Rs. 5 crore from the state government for the university
and assured of more help in the future. Rgjyasabha MP Kamakhya Prasad Tasa,
MLAsRenupamaRagkhowa, Rupjyoti Kurmi, Bhaskarjyoti Baruah, Satradhikar of
Auniati SatraPitambar Dev Goswami werea so present onthe occasion. The Chief
Minister also paid avisit to Lachit Borphukan's Maidam at Jorhat and offered his
tributes. Heannounced Rs. 1 crorefor preservation and devel opment of themaidam.
Earlier inthemorning, the Chief Minister held ameeting with hisNagaland coun-
terpart Neiphiu Rio at Jorhat Circuit House. Both the Chief Minister’s discussed
several issues of mutua interest.

Union Cabinet may meet on Nov

inthe day at Delhi’s Tikri border, the farmers unions said the protests would con-
tinue aong with the scheduled programmes, such as the Kisan Mahapanchayat in
L ucknow onNovember 22 and thetractor march to Parliament onthe opening day of
the Winter Session on November 29.The farmer leaders at Singhu border also said
thedemand for aminimum support price (M SP) committee, withdrawal of casesand
thewaiver of pending electricity billswill continue. “Well write open | etter to PM.
Pending demandswill bementionedinit - M SPcommitteg, itsrights, it'stimeframe,
itsduties; Electricity Bill 2020 and withdrawal of cases againgt farmers. Welll dso
write to him to sack the minister related to the Lakhimpur Kheri incident,” farmer
leader Balhir Singh Rgjewd was quoted as saying by news agency ANI following
the completion of the meeting.

15 Ministers To Join Team Ashok

net after being sacked by Chief Minister Gehlot in July last year, along with
Sachin Pilot. Mr Singh held the Tourism and Devasthan ministries and Mr
M eena the Food and Consumer Affairs departments. Hemaram Choudhary
isasix-term MLA from Gudamalani, and former Revenue Minister. The other
new faces will be Mahendrgjit Singh Malviya, Ramlal Jat, Mahesh Joshi,
Mamta Bhupesh, Tikaram Julie, Bhajan Lal Jatav, Govind Ram Meghwal and
Shakuntala Rawat. Zahida Khan and Rajendra Singh Gudha will be made
Ministers of State.It isunclear what role Sachin Pilot will be given after the
cabinet reshuffle. Congressleaders Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
reportedly want Mr Pilot to take charge of party affairsin Gujarat, ahead of
electionsin Prime Minister Modi's home state next year. However, sources
said Mr Pilot remains focused on Rajasthan, where he hopes to be made
Chief Minister.The countdown to today's reshuffle began with meetings
between Mr Pilot and senior Congressleadersin Delhi, including Mr Gandhi,
Mrs Gandhi Vadra and party chief Sonia Gandhi. Earlier thisweek Mr Pilot
said hewould like to see amix of youth and experience - in the government
and party leadership. Asked about his ambitions, he said he would do what
the party asked.M eetings were also held between Chief Minister Gehlot and
the party's senior leaders. Mrs Gandhi Vadra was present at a meeting |ast
week (Mr Gandhi was not) and the issue of a cabinet reshuffle and appoint-
ments to state corporations was high on the agenda, sources said.Mr Pilot -
who led therebellion against Mr Gehlot - has been waiting since then for the
Chief Minister to accommodate his supportersin arevised cabinet. Thiswas
part of the deal struck by the Congress to avoid losing yet another
state.Ahead of the announcement of the new names, three ministers set the
ball rolling by submitting their resignationsto Mr Gehlot. They were Harish
Chaudhary, Raghu Sharmaand Govind Dotsara. All three held cabinet posts
and had organizational duties.All three quit citing the Congress' 'ek pad, ek
vyakti', or 'one position, one person’, rule. Mr Chaudhary was Revenue min-
ister and had been made party-in-charge for Punjab. Mr Sharma held mul-
tipleministerial posts and had been made Gujarat-in-charge. Mr Dotasrawas
the Education Minister as well |as the party's state unit chief.Sachin Pilot -
seen as leading the party's revival in Rajasthan - was a contender for the
Chief Minister's post after the Congress 2018 win. But he was persuaded by
Rahul Gandhi to take the job of Mr Gehlot's deputy instead. Thefriction has
continued since, and exploded last year after Mr Pilot and 18 MLASs broke
ranks and camped out in Delhi.

Sudents from Bhutan will get

eral had met the CM for the same. Sarma had asked Tshering to place the
request in awritten form. Thereafter, the Consul General wroteto the CM with
the request for reservation, which was then pursued by Sarma, an official
said. The Assam government took the decision to allocate two seatsto Bhutan
studentsafortnight ago, another official told the newsagency. A decision will
be also be taken regarding afull scholarship for the students subject to neces-
sary approval by the Ministry of Health and Family Affairs, Government of
India, aswell asclearancefrom the External AffairsMinistry. As per theAssam
government's proposal, both the seats are to be alocated from the All India
Quota (AlQ) seats in the medical colleges in the state, the official
added.Following the meeting, Sarma tweeted, "Delighted to meet Mr. Phub
Tshering, Consul General of Bhutan, in Guwahati. We stand committed to
upholding the bonhomie between Assam and Bhutan. He added that several
issues of mutual interest were discussed to carry forward the long-cherished
bilateral relationship between the two sides."The NEET 2021 results were
announced on November 1. The MCC isyet to announce the schedulefor the
counselling process. While 85 per cent of the seats are reserved under the
state quota, 15 per cent of seats are reserved under the A1Q.

Swachh Survekshan - 2021 : Tezpur

bodies while taking part in the survey.The nine towns of Assam that have
secured arank in the North East Zone Category in the Swachh Survekshan-
2021 are: 1. Tezpur: Cleanest City, 50K - 1 Lakh Population 2.Jorhat: Best
Self-Sustainable City, 50K - 1 Lakh Population 3.Bongaigaon: Best City in
Innovation & Best Practices, 50K - 1 Lakh Population 4. Tinsukia: Fastest
Mover City, 50K - 1 Lakh Population 5. Kokrajhar: Best Self-Sustainable
City, 25K - 50K Population 6. Golaghat: Cleanest City, 25k - 50K Population
7. Haflong: Fastest Mover City, 25K - 50K Population 8. Hailakandi:
Best City in Innovation & Best Practices, 25K - 50K Population 9.L akhipur
(Cachar): Best Self-Sustainable City, Below 25K Population.

AASU demands for repealing of

with the anniversary of the anti-CAA movement in the state." Just asthisgovern-
ment has shed its arrogance in the case of the farm laws, we urge them to take a
similar approach towards the anti-CAA movement and repeal the undemocratic
act at theearliest," said chief coordinator of the committee Deben Tamuli. The new
regional political party Assam Jatiya Parishad (AJP) said that victory of farmers
would give amuch needed impetus to the anti-CAA movement in the state.

Navy inducts INS Visakhapatnam

Mumbai on Sunday. Minister of Defence Rginath Singh along with top naval
commanders was in attendance at the induction ceremony of the indigenously
built Visakhapatnam, seen as another Atmanirbhar success story in the field of
defence manufacturing. Defence Minister Rajnath Singh hailed INS
Visakhapatnam asasymbol of the growing maritime prowessof the country and
amagjor milestoneinachieving PrimeMinister NarendraModi’svision of ‘Makein
India, Make for the World' .Singh defined the warship as one of the most techno-
logically advanced guided missile destroyersin the world which will cater to the
present and future requirements of the Armed Forces and the nation as a
whole." Today, as INS Visakhapatnam manufactured by MDSL is successfully
commissioned, thereisno doubt that in the coming times, we will be shipbuilding
not only for our own needs, but al so for the needs of theentireworld. I'm confident
that INS Visakhapatnam will live up to her name and strengthen our maritime
security ," he said at the induction ceremony.Visakhapatnam is packed with an
array of weapons and sensors, which include supersonic surface-to-surface and
surface-to-air missiles, medium and short-range guns, anti-submarinerocketsand
advanced el ectronic warfare and communication suits.The ship is also equipped
tofight under nuclear, biological and chemical (NBC) warfare conditions, an offi-
cia said. Amongst the largest destroyers constructed in India with an overall
length of 163 metres and displacement of over 7400 tons, the warship is a potent
platform capable of undertaking multifarioustask and missions spanning the full
spectrum of maritimewarfare. Designed by the Indian Navy'sin-house organisation,
the Directorate of Naval Design, and constructed by Mazagon Dock Limited, INS
Visakhapatnam has the capability of embarking two integrated helicopters and
boasts of a very high level of automation with sophisticated digital networks,
combat management systems and integrated platform management systems.It is
thefirst stealth guided-missile destroyer of the Rs 35,000 crore Project 15B under
which atotd of four warships are being built. The next ship is set to be commis-
sioned in 2023 while the other two are planned to be inducted by 2025.With the
changing power dynamicsin the Indian Ocean region, Visakhapatnam will aug-
ment thelndian Navy’smoability, reach and flexibility towardsthe accomplishment
of itsrole and tasks.Defence Minister Rgjnath Singh emphasised on the need to
keep the Indo-Pacific region open, safe and secure, terming it as the primary
objective of the Indian Navy. He asserted that India sinterestsare directly linked
withthelndian Ocean and theregioniscrucia for theworld economy.“ Chalenges
suchaspiracy, terrorism, illegal smuggling of armsand narcotics, human traffick-
ing, illegd fishing and damage to the environment are equaly responsible for
affecting the maritime domain. Therefore, the role of the Indian Navy becomes

very important in the entire Indo-Pacific region,” he added.

You can't decide Rs 8 lakh
limit out of thin air'
SC lashes out at Centre over
EWSreservation iInNEET

New Delhi, November 21 : The
Supreme Court on Thursday (No-
vember 18) asked the Centre
whether it would liketo revisit the
limit of rupees eight lakh annual
income fixed for determining the
Economically Weaker Sections
(EWS) category for reservationin
NEET admissions for medical
courses.The top court clarified
that it is not embarking into the
policy domain but isonly trying to
ascertain whether constitutional
principles have adhered or not.A
bench of Justices DY
Chandrachud, Vikram Nath, and
BV Nagarathnawas annoyed asno
affidavitswerefiled by the Minis-
try of Social Justice and Empow-
erment and the Department of Per-
sonnel and Training (DOPT) and
formulated questions to be an-
swered by the Centre in a
week.Thebench said, Tell usif you
want to revisit the criteria or not.
If you want us to discharge our
duties, then we are ready to do so.
We are formulating questions that
you need to answer.We may stay
the government notification fixing
rupees eight lakh criteria for de-
termining the EWS and you can
keep filing the affidavits, it
added.The top court was hearing
a batch of pleas challenging the
Centre and Medical Counselling
Committee (MCC) July 29 notice
providing 27 per cent reservation
for Other Backward Class (OBC)
and 10 per cent for EWS category
inthe National Eligibility cum En-
trance Test (NEET) admissionsfor
medical courses.The top court
once again asked searching ques-
tions from Additional Solicitor
General KM Natargj, appearing for
Centre, and asked whether any
exercise was undertaken before
fixing a limit of Rs 8 lakh annual
income for determining the EWS
category."Whether Major Gen
(retd) SR Sinho commission re-
port of 2010 was considered be-
fore ascertaining the criteria? The
report of the commission has to
be placed on record before the
court, the bench said.Major Gen
(retd) SR Sinho commission was
constituted by the UPA government
in 2010 and has recommended
welfare measures for the EWS
category.atarajan said that the
commission's report was one of
the basis for determining the cri-
teria but after that several delib-
erations were held and other fac-
tors were also taken into
account.Fixing of criteria of Rs 8
lakh isapure policy matter and the
court should not interfere with it.
It was decided after proper appli-
cation of mind, he said. Natarajan
submitted that the draft of the af-
fidavit by concerned departments
isready and they will befilingitin

a day or two.The bench said that
it is not going to tell the govern-
ment asto what should bethelimit
whether it should be rupees four
lakh or rupees six lakh because it
is for the executive to decide but
al it wants to know is what was
the basis for fixing Rs 8 lakh as
the limit.For determining creamy
layer in Other Backward Classes
(OBC) category thelimit wasfixed
as Rs 8 lakh annual income and
they were considered progressed
class among OBCs and they were
excluded from reservation benefits.
Here, for the EWS category, the
limit is the same Rs 8 lakh annual
income but it was for inclusion in
thereservation benefits,? the bench
said.It added, You cannot just pick
Rs 8 lakh out of the thin air and
fix it asacriteria. There has to be
some basis, some study. Tell us
whether any demographic study or
datawas taken into account in fix-
ing thelimit. How do you arrive at
thisexact figure? Can the Supreme
Court strike down the criteria, if
no study was undertaken?It asked
the Centre to respond to a ques-
tion that since the income limit of
determining the creamy layer in
OBC category and EWS is the
same that is Rs 8 lakh, whether it
would be arbitrary to provide a
similar income limit for EWS and
OBC.The top court also asked
whether rural and urban purchas-
ing power was accounted for and
on what basis the asset exception
was arrived at and why the resi-
dential flat criteria do not differ-
entiate between metropolitan and
non-metropolitan areas. The bench
said that as per the explanation in
the 103rd constitution amendment
says that criteriafor EWS will be
notified by the state governments,
then how can the Centre notify a
uniform EWS criterion for the
whole of the country.The top court
then formulated the question and
asked the Union Ministry of So-
cial Justice and Empowerment and
DOPT to file their replies by Oc-
tober 28.0n October 7, the top
court had posed searching questions
to the Centreon itsdecision to fix a
limit of rupeeseight lakh annual in-
come for determining the EWS cat-
egory for reservation in NEET
admissions.The Centrehad then said
fixing alimit of Rseight lakh annual
income for the EWS category is a
matter of policy based on the Na
tional Cost of Living Index.On Sep-
tember 17, the top court has agreed
to hear abatch of pleas of students
against the July 29 notice providing
27 per cent reservation for OBC and
10 per cent for EWS category in 15
per cent UG and 50 per cent PG All
India Quota seats (MBBS/BDS and
MD/MSMDS) with effect from the
current academic session 2021-22.

Nilbagan Press Club
felicitated Senior Journalists

Assam Rising, Correspondent
Hojai, November 21 :

Nilbagan PressClubfelicitated Senior
Journalist Ramesh Mundrain afelici-
tation ceremony organised at Monir
Chowdhury residence in Nilbagan
under Hojai District on Sunday. It is
pertinent to mention, the club mem-

-

bersfelicitated Mundra,as he bagged
glory for the district on being
honoured by the State Public Infor-
mation Department at Guwahati on Na-
tional Press Day on November 16 for
hiscontributionin thefield of Journal-
ism from last two decades. Speaking
on the occasion, Nilbagan Press Club
President Basit Alom Chowdhury
said," Itisaproud moment for us and
especially for the journalist fraternity
as amuch deserving senior journalist
Ramesh Mundra, who hasdevoted his
timeand yearsin covering storiesfrom
all the aspects has been honoured by
DIPR,Assam recently at Guwahati."
Ramesh Mundra said,” Such felicita-
tion encourages us to do more for the
Society." He thanked everyone who
supported directly or indirectly in his
long journey and wished in coming
yearsmany more Journalistswill defi-
nitely bring laurels for the district.
Notably, Senior Journalist Anjan Paul
wasasofelicitated herefor hiscontri-
butioninthejourndismfield. Paul said
," We are thankful to Nilbagan Press
Club for recognising our efforts in

journalism." The felicitation cer-
emony was attended by Muzibur
Rahman, Owner, Junaki News Centre,
Harun Rashid Chowdhury, Office
Secretary, Nilbagan press club,
Rayhan Ahmed Chowdhury,
Secretary,New Star Club, Ataur
Rahman, Convenor, Yuva Samaj
Nilbagan. On the other hand, MLA

RamkrishnaGhosh, Former MLA and
Present All Assam Linguistic Minor-
ity Development Board Chairman
ShiladityaDev, Asom SahityaSabha
Hoja District Committee General Sec-
retary Anup Kumar Barthakur, BJP
Leader Pramod Swami Vice Chancel-
lor of Rabindranath Tagore Univer-
sity Prof. Amalendu Chakraborty,
Markazul Maarif General Secretary
Khalilur Rahman Laskar, Assam
Nagarik Mancha General Secretary
Bijoy Chakraborty, Educationist Dr.
Pijush Nandi, Dr. Manoj Kumar
Swami, Dr. Hariprasad Goenka, RK Rath
Marwari Samellan Hojai President
Pradeep Kumar Sureka, RgjuKgriwal,
Marwari Panchayat President Dindayal
Pansari, All Assam Minority Students
Unionleader Munwar Hussain (Bokul),
Hojal PressClub President Sanjit Serker,
Journalist Pranab Sarma, Jamiruddin
Talukdar,K afiluddin Borbhuyan many
other organisations and individuals
have congratulated Mundra on this
achievement, they said Mundra was
deserving such an appreciation.

Dramatist PrafullaBorame-
morial meeting held at Sootea

Assam Rising, Correspondent
Biswanath Chariali, November 21 :

The 16th death anniversary of dra-
matist PrafullaBorawas celebrated at
Siporiya; Sootea with a day-long
programme under the umbrella of
Assam Sahitya Sabha on November
20. Thecentral programme of Sahitya
Sabhaorganized by Siporiyabranch
of the literary body in association
with Biswanath Zila Sahitya Sabha
began with cleanlinessdrive carried
out by Prayash; an NGO that fol-
lowed hoisting of the insigne by
Golap Bora; president of Biswanath
Zila Sahitya Sabha. A group of elite
members planted saplings followed
by the inauguration of the entrance
gate by Trishna Devi; principa of
SiporiyaHS School. Biswanath MLA
Pramod Borthakur lit up earthen
lamps and offered floral tribute in
front of the portrait of dramatist

Prafulla Bora. Mrinalini Devi; vice
president of Assam Sahitya Sabha
inaugurated the cultural exhibition
and addressed the gathering citing
examples of cultural heritage of
Assam. A mixed glimpse of varied
cultureincluding Bihu, Karbi dance,
Naw Khel, Deusi-Voili, Jhumur,
Bodo dance were performed before
the gathering. The main session be-
gan with the title song of Assam
Sahitya Sabha that followed a
borgeet performed by Harshita
Kashyap. Sootea MLA Padma
Hazarika, paid rich tribute to drama-
tist PrafullaBorawho later recalled
some dialogues from his evergreen
dramas and fondly recalled the con-
tributions of the dramatist. MLA
Hazarikainaugurated the stage. The
open session that began with
Kuladhar Saikia, president of
Assam Sahitya Sabha in the chair,
was inaugurated by Jyoti Kamal
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Hazarika; principal of Tezpur Col-
lege. Pradip Medhi; president of the
reception committee forwarded a
welcome address. RanjaKalita; prin-
cipal of Rangapara College graced
the main session as an appointed
speaker who had highlighted on the
life, dramatic skill and contributions
of late Prafulla Bora who played a
distinguishing role towards devel op-
ment of Assamese drama. The main
session was also addressed by
Paramananda Rajbanshi; former
president of Assam Sahitya Sabha,
Bengiya Hemanta; an eminent artist
from Arunachal Pradesh, Chintamoni
Sarma; principal of Biswanath Col-
lege among others. In this connec-
tion amemorabilianamely Siporiya
Darpan edited by Anjan Baskotawas
inaugurated by Ajit Hazarika; princi-
pal of THB College. A good number
of books including Sora Sapunar

Edhari Malawritten by Nayanmoni
Das, Hepah written by Jintimoni
Neog, Pathya-Opathay written by
MalaBordoloi, Hridoi Binor Sur writ-
ten by Jamaluddin Seikh etc. wereun-
veiled by dignitaries. The open ses-
sion was attended by Namam Tarang;
eminent artist fromArunachal Pradesh,
Nurjama Sarkar; former minister, Lina
Doley; SP Biswanath, Pragyan
Bhuyan; organizing secretary of
AASU, Dilip Ggjurdl; vice president of
AAGSU, SaifuddinAhmed, vicepresi-
dent of AAM SU aong with other dig-
nitaries. Moti Kumar Newar; working
president of the reception committee
offered vote of thanks while Jadab
Sarma; chief secretary of the literary
body conducted the proceedings of
the open sessionin collaboration with
Abidur Rahman; secretary of the re-
ception committeeand Anjan Bora. The
day-long programme came to an end
after performing Jatiya Sangeet.
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Eddie Jones warns England hero Marcus
Smith to avoid 'poison’ from media

London, November 21 :
Marcus Smith paid tribute
to England's World Cup-
winning fly-half Jonny
Wilkinson after his last-
minute penalty clinched a
famous one-point win over
South Africa in fairytale
fashion. Smith was given a
masterclass in training by
Wilkinson this week before
going on to nail the 80th-
minute kick to steer England
to a dramatic 27-26 victory,
avenging the 2019 World
Cup final defeat.Smith, 22,
was making only his fourth
England start and Jones has
tipped the mercurial fly-half
for big things, provided he
doesn't get "too much
poison poured into his
head". It was a statement
that echoed Jones's recent
warning about the pitfalls of
fame, using the example of
Emma Raducanu to do
s0.Smith finished the match

id W
with 12 points, assuming
kicking duties with Owen
Farrell sidelined after ankle
surgery. He revealed that
the captain has been in
regular contact this week
but reserved special praise
for Wilkinson, who has
worked on consultancy
basis with England in the
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past and made his first trip
of the autumn into camp on
Wednesday."It's all down to
him," said Smith. "He's been
working hard with me and,
again, putting his arm
around me and allowing me
to explore at the weekend.
I appreciated it, big time.
We said four weeks ago

Dominant Hamulton storms to Qatar F1
GP pole to keep pressure on Verstappen

London, November 21:
Lewis Hamilton has been
struggling with a stomach
bug but in claiming pole for
the Qatar Grand Prix the world
champion proved he is very
much fighting fit. Moreover,
having comprehensively
beaten his title rival, Max
Verstappen, into second, the
world champion made no

——

bones that he would display
this combative spirit again if
required in Sunday's race.
Hamilton took pole for this
first Qatar Grand Prix after a
dominant display under the
floodlights of the Losail
circuit. On top throughout,
the Mercedes driver left
Verstappen languishing four-
tenths back despite revealing

he had been suffering with a
stomach ache earlier in the
week. Verstappen however
may yet face further
difficulties. Several hours
after qualifying he was
summoned to the stewards
for allegedly failing to slow
under double-waved yellow
flags on his final run in
Q3.Pierre Gasly's AlphaTauri

had suffered a puncture so
he had slowed on the start-
finish straight as Verstappen
finished his lap. The flags
were briefly waved but
Verstappen went through
and improved his time. If he
is found to have breached
the rules he will face a grid
penalty for the race. He will
see the stewards on

Sundaythis morning.
Hamilton holds the
advantage but, after the
politicking of the previous
days, he was explicit that he
would show no quarter if
wheel to wheel with
Verstappen. On Friday the
stewards rejected Mercedes'
request for a review of the
incident in Brazil where the
Dutchman squeezed
Hamilton off track as he
attempted to overtake.
Hamilton noted that he had
learned a specific lesson
from that decision when
asked if it meant he felt he
could be more aggressive
when overtaking. "I would
assume so, yes," he said.
"[The mindset] in this race is
what happened in the last
race is OK."His opinion was
backed by his teammate,
Valtteri Bottas, who finished
third. Hamilton then
emphasised that even a long
drivers' briefing on Friday had
not made the rules around
overtaking any more
coherent and consequently
they would use Verstappen's
driving as a precedent.

Novak Djokovic ducks
Australian Open questions
after ATP Finals loss to Zverev

Melbourn, November 21 :
Novak Djokovic refused to
say whether he will
compete at the Australian
Open after it was confirmed
that players will have to be
vaccinated against Covid-
19 to enter the tournament.
The world No 1 was asked
whether he would play in
v

Melbourne following his
ATP Finals defeat to
Alexander Zverev. "We'll
see," Djokovic replied.
When pressed further, the
Serbian added: "I haven't
been talking to them [the
organisers]. I was just
waiting to hear what the
news is going to be. Now
that I know, we'll just have
to wait and see."The nine-
time Australian Open
winner has previously

criticised vaccine
mandates, saying earlier
this week: "The freedom of
choice is essential for
everyone, whether it's me
or somebody else. Doesn't
really matter whether it's
vaccination or anything
else in life. You should
have the freedom to

choose - in this particular
case, what you want to put
in your body."Zverev, who
defeated Djokovic 7-6 (4),
4-6, 6-3 in their Turin semi-
final, hopes the reigning
champion will be able to
play at Melbourne Park but
respects the state of
Victoria's right to set its
own requirements." This is
a very tough one because
it's very political," Zverev
said. "But we are visiting

another country. This is
not about tennis. This is
about the virus that is
going on. We need to
follow the rules and follow
the guidelines.""I hope
he's able to play. I'm No 3
in the world so, if he
doesn't play, it's easier to
win the tournament. This
is obvious!" the German
added. "Also he's No 1 in
the world so he should be
there. Hopefully the
Australian government
will make an exemption ...
for him to be able to
participate there."Zverev,
who ended Djokovic's
hopes of a golden slam by
beating him at the Tokyo
Olympics in the summer,
produced another fine
display to win 7-6 (4), 4-6, 6-
3 and set up a final against
last year's winner, Daniil
Medvedev.The Russian
sealed his place with a more
straightforward 6-4, 6-2
victory against the
Norwegian debutant Casper
Ruud. Medvedev defeated
Zverev in the group stages
earlier this week in a match
that went right to the wire,
and will be the favourite
having won their last five
meetings.Victory in Tokyo
has given Zverev belief that
he can beat Djokovic ,and
that confidence shone
through as he saved a set
point at 6-5 down in the
opener before prevailing in
an exceptional tie-break.

this was the game we
wanted to target. The boys
bought into the last four
weeks. We got extremely
close as a group. It was a
massive, massive part of
our journey as a young
group of players and to
beat the world champions
in front of 82,000 at home

was special. It's a day I'll
never forget."I hit the kick
and it was like slow-motion
watching it sail through the
posts. But we still had a job
to do retrieving that kick-
off. To win the penalty and
properly celebrate at the
end was amazing. This
group will never forget that
day."With Farrell a fitness
doubt for the start of the
Six Nations Smith is set to
continue in his role as the
spearhead of England's
attack when they return to
the field at Scotland next
February. Jones said:
"Look, he's going to be
good, mate. As long as you
blokes don't pour too much
poison in his head. He's a
work in progress and each
game he's going to get a
little bit better. I thought he
did a great job but I know
he's going to be better in
the Six Nations."

Rhys Priestland strikes at the
last to give Wales victory over
14-man Australia

London, November 21 :Itisa
win and such is the number
of caps missing from this
outfit, Wales will take it. A
young side found redemption
with a winning penalty from
the veteran Rhys Priestland
at the death. And so a2 mixed
autumn has been salvaged
with consecutive wins.But
they have been achieved
against teams reduced to 14
by early red cards. This time
Australia's No 8, Rob Valetini,
was the man sent off for an
upright tackle in which his
head clashed with Adam
Beard's. The Wallabies'
autumn thus does not find the
redemption of a single win
against their European
opponents. One would have
to say they have themselves
to blame: a clearly talented
outfit but missing key
personnel, they could not
quite make it tell. Wales's
typically vociferous home
crowd provided the edge.For
Wales, any excitement will be
tempered by the realisation
they scored one try when
Australia were down to 13
and the other from an
interception. The concession
of three tries will also grate.

"We can talk about red cards
and yellow cards," said
Wayne Pivac. "But pressure
creates cards, and we're good
enough to create it." Two wins
- and a narrow defeat against
the world champions - is a

reasonable return for a side
missing so much experience.
Taine Basham has emerged to
add to Wales's riches in the
back row and, perhaps best
of all, Ellis Jenkins has
confirmed his return.
Strangely he was replaced
despite being captain for the
10 minutes of the second half
when Wales were reduced to
14 after Gareth Thomas's
yellow card. Coincidentally or
not, that was the period when
Wales started to lose control
of the match.But the key
development was that red
card in the 15th minute.
Valetini thumped into Beard
with upright posture. The
clash of heads was violent
and, in different ways, did for
both men's further
involvement. Beard was
replaced by Ben Carter, the 20-
year-old lock, while Valetini's
technique was subject to an
unsympathetic review by the
referee and the crowd.
Annoying, too, for Australia,
of course. All the more so,
given they were a try up at
that point. From the kick-off
they put together a punishing
series of phases: Nic White's
chip set Len Ikitau away and

the mighty Taniela Tupou
scattered a few with another
carry before Hunter Paisami
put in a second chip behind
the Welsh defence, to
which Andrew Kellaway
won the race.

Sadio Mané leads Liverpool's 40
thrashing to end Arsenal's unbeaten run

London, November 21 :
Mikel Arteta went toe-to-toe
with Jiirgen Klopp on the
touchline but a chasm
remains between their teams
on the pitch. The youthful
revival of Arsenal was halted
emphatically by Liverpool,
who inflicted familiar torment
on their visitors with a stirring
and necessary recovery of
their own.Anfield has been
home to recurring nightmares
for Arsenal in recent times
and, despite the confidence
generated by a unbeaten run
with bold young talent to the
fore, this was no exception.
Liverpool made it six
successive Premier League
home wins over Arsenal and
maintained their record of
scoring at least three goals
in every one.Sadio Mané
opened the scoring in a
competitive first half. The
second was completely one-
sided, however, and goals
from Diogo Jota, Mohamed
Salah and substitute Takumi
Minamino reflected the
heights Arteta's team must
aspireto, and still have toreach,
before their development
troubles the established elite
of the Premier League. The
one place and two points that
separated the sides prior to

kick-off appeared an illusion
as Liverpool comfortably
ascended to second in the
table."When we had to grow
momentum at the start of the
second half we gave the
game away," Arteta lamented.
"We gave the ball away
under no pressure and were
punished. They had all of the
momentum. They were the
better team and that is the
level. They have been

together for six years. We
haven't. That is  the
difference. "It was areflection
of Liverpool's superiority that
Aaron Ramsdale, the visiting
goalkeeper, produced a fine
display yet still conceded
four times. The breakthrough
had been coming when
Mané headed past the new
England international but it
took a 32nd-minute flare-up

between the two managers to
spark a flat contest into
life.Klopp took exception to
the Arsenal bench demanding
acard for Mané when he was
penalised for a foul on
Takehiro Tomiyasu as they
challenged for a header.
Arteta erupted in fury, racing
down the touchline and
squaring up to the Liverpool
manager before being held
back by his assistant head

coach, Steve Round. Arteta
continued to try to reach
Klopp, who was kept back by
his own coaching staff, and
both managers were booked
once the melee died down.
The Kop made its feelings
clear to the former Everton
midfielder. They should have
thanked him, as Liverpool
immediately upped the tempo
and seized control.

Depay on spot as Xavi's Barcelona
era starts with win over Espanyol

London, November 21 : This
would have to do for now but
cannot do for much longer.
Twice as many people were
at the Camp Nou than the last
time Barcelona played here in
La Liga, 74,000 fans hoping
to witness a brave new world.
Instead, they watched as their
side needed a Memphis
Depay penalty to win the
derby and begin the Xavi
Hernandez era with a victory
the new coach described as
"vital". Just.If the opening
night started well enough, it
ended in nerves and a feeling
of déja vu. Relief too. There
was youth, optimism and in
the first half signs of
something good, but reality
intervened and Barcelona
had to hang on against
Espanyol, familiar flaws
revealed. To repeat Gerard
Piqué's now famous phrase,
"it is what it is", and it is too

early for Barcelona to be
anything other than a team
with issues to address."In
general, I'm very happy but
there are things to improve,"
Xavi conceded after a game
in which Espanyol deserved
more, wasting three clear
chances to have equalised.
With five minutes left and the
home side having lost the
thing their new manager
most treasures - the ball - Raul
de Tomas headed the last of
those against the post.This
wasn't the way it was
supposed to be. The sound
of anew era came with Xavi's
name chanted throughout,
optimism returning, while a
vision of it came with his first
XI. There was a debut for 17-
year-old winger Ilias
Akhomach, one of eight La
Masia graduates and three
teenagers, which was part
conviction, part

circumstance: the new
manager said he wanted to
play with wingers opening up
the pitch but the absence of
Ousmane Dembélé, Ansu
Fati and Sergifio Dest meant
he didn't really have any.
Pedri and Martin Braithwaite
were also missing. Dani
Alves has returned, aged 38,
but will not play until January
when, given how much Oscar
Mingueza struggled here, he
may even be first choice.
There are doubts whether
Sergio Agiiero ever will, the
forward having been
diagnosed with a heart
arrhythmia, although the
club's vice president Rafael
Yuste said that, contrary to
reports that the Argentinan's
retirement is imminent, he
expects the full three-month
observation period to be
completed  before any
announcement is made. Xavi
insisted: "I don'tknow where
those stories come
from."Wearing 37, Ilias
started wide on the right and
the first time the got the ball
was dumped on the turf by
Adria Pedrosa. The second
time, he had a shot blocked.
The third, he smashed a
glorious chance over from
seven yards. Thirteen
minutes had been played
and a pattern was emerging
that saw Barcelonareach half-
time with 70% of the
possession and all the territory
but no goals, although Diego
Lépez had made a superb
save from Memphis Depay at
his near post.

France stand firm to seal first victory

Paris, November 21: France
held off a second-half
fightback from New Zealand
to claim a 40-25 victory in
Paris and end a 14-match
losing streak against the All
Blacks.New Zealand, who
made seven changes as
they looked for an
immediate response to last
weekend's 29-20 loss to
Ireland, trailed 24-6 at half-
time as a rampant home side
took complete control at the
Stade de France.However,
three tries in 12 minutes after
the interval - from Jordie
Barrett, Rieko Ioane and
Ardie Savea - saw New
Zealand close to within two
points of their hosts at 27-
25, as well as becoming the
first team in Test match

history to score
100 tries in a single
season.At that
point French
hopes of a first win
over the three-time
World Cup
winners since 2009
- and first on home
soil since a 42-33
triumph in
Marseille in 2000 - §
looked to be
fading fast, but an
incident in the 63rd &
minute saw the
pendulum swing
back their way.Savea was
sent to the sin-bin to reduce
New Zealand to 14 men and
France took full advantage
with Melvyn Jaminet
slotting over the resulting

penalty before Damian
Penaud broke away for an
interception try.At 37-25
down, there was no way
back for New Zealand and
France, who had seen Peato

over New Zealand for 12 years
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Mauvaka score twice either
side of Romain Ntamack's try
in a dominant first-half
display, wrapped up a
memorable win with
Jaminet's late penalty.The

home side's stunning
performance completed a
perfect series for France after
wins against Argentina and
Georgia, and gave them their
first victory in Paris against
the All Blacks since 1973,
two years before they host
the World Cup. France
coach Fabien Galthie said:
"We had this game in mind
as a moment of truth. The
team lived up to what we
promised ourselves."
"That's not the way we
wanted to finish our year,"
said New Zealand's captain,
Samuel Whitelock. "No
excuses at all - they were
better than us. It hurts to say
that but we've got to hold on
to that feeling because we
don't want to feel it again."
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Of all England's bright young things,
the multi-role Phil Foden stands out

Liverpool, November 21

It seems remarkable that
therewasatime, not solong
ago, when the Premier
L eague was seen as holding
England back. Only about a
third of its playerswere En-
gland-qualified, the argu-
ment went, and so opportu-
nitiesfor Englishyouthwere
restricted. The Premier
League has many problems
and causes many problems,
and for the vast mgjority of
young players perhaps it is
difficult to securegametime.
But for those &t elite level it
can be a useful finishing
school, offering the most
promising young players
regular high-classopposdtion
and the very best teachers.
These are extraordinary
times for English football.
Imagine you are picking the
squad for next year's World
Cup. Assuming the 3-4-2-1
Gareth Southgate fielded
against Albania and San
Marino is the default, there
areperhapsfivespacesavail-
able for the two insde-for-
ward roles to operate either
sde of Harry Kane - which,
along with right-back, isthe
area of real strength.When
was the last time that was
true?Englishfootball hastra-
ditionally produced centre-
backs and centre-forwards,
hard-grafting midfieldersand
reliable goakeepers. It has

not really done position-de-
fying craft and creativity.
Raheem Sterling is the man
inpossession, and wasprob-
ably England'sbest attacking
player at the Euros. Mason
Mount is loved by coaches
for his tactical intelligence.
Then there's Jack Grealish,
Bukayo Saka, Emile Smith
Rowe, Marcus Rashford,
Mason Greenwood, Callum
Hudson-Odoi and Jadon
Sancho, none of them older
than 26. But it fedsincreas-
ingly as though this season
may bewitnessing theemer-
genceof thegreatest of them
al: Phil Foden.The fretting
over whether hewas getting
enough pitch timeisebhing.
Pep Guardiolas panegyrics
to his ability sound increas-

ingly sincere. The excite-
ment a an emerging talent
andthelust to seehim asof-
ten as possible shouldn't oc-
clude the desirability of pa-
tience, of the benefits of let-
ting him develop a hisown
pace. Guardiolamay turn out
to have got it just right; cer-
tainly it's easy to see hisin-
fluence on the player Foden
is becoming. Discomfort at
where the money comes
fromisreasonable, andthere
probably should be a moral
reckoning: English football
undoubtedly benefits from
the fact the Premier League
can afford to recruit the best
coachesintheworld.It'snot
only Foden's poise and vi-
son, his87.6% passcomple-
tion rate and average of 1.4

New York, November 21 :

Practice made perfect for
Petra Vlhova on Saturday,
beeting Mikagla Shiffrinin
the first World Cup dalom
of theseason. TheSovakian
overal champion had been
training for three weeks in
Finnish Lapland and
skipped a pardld event in

Austria last week to get
ready for thefirst raceinher
strongest discipline.VIhova
posted the fastest time in
both runs. Sheinitidly lost
afew hundredths from her
dimlead of .11 over Shiffrin
but accel erated near theend
of her find runtowinby .31
as the pair continued their

Mikaela Shiffrin edged by rival Petra
Vlhovain first dalom of Olympic season

hind in third for the German
skier's second career podium
result, nearly nineyearsafter
winning acity eventin Mos-
cow. No skier other than
Vlhova or Shiffrin has won
thetraditiona season-opening
slalom since then-overall
champion Tina Maze tri-
umphedin 2014. Shiffrinand
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VIhovahavenow eachwinit
four times."Hereon thiskind
of dopel liketo ki, it'ssome-
thing special to me," said
Vlhova, who won two da
lomsinoneweskend herelast
year.lt wasVIhovas 21t ca
reer winandfirst sncework-
ing with her Swiss coach
Mauro Pini, who replaced

and the Italian helped her
become the first overall
champion from Sovakia,
but he was forced to leave
following unflattering re-
marks on Vlhovas style of
skiing reportedly made by
himinaninterview withan
Italian newspaper.”"| feel
more happy, more free.
That'sit," VIhovasaid about
working with Pini.Having
dedlt with aback issuethat
hampered her training over
thelast few weeks, Shiffrin
was made to wait a least
onemoreday in her bid to
match the 32-year-old
record for most World Cup
victories in a single disci-
pline. Currently on 45 da
lom wins, the American is
one short of Swedish great
Ingemar Stenmark's best
mark in giant dalom. An-
other dalom is scheduled
for Sunday. The American
three-time overall cham-
pion was gracious in
defeat.”"l think it was clear
that Petrahad, al together,
better skiing and better con-

key passesagame, hiswork
rate and his positioning: it's
his versatility. He may have
scored only three goals this
season and registered one
assigt (dthoughinsix league
starts, that's a perfectly rea
sonable gtrike rate), and he
may not top any charts for
chance creation or for dis-
possessing opponents, but
that's largely because his
range has been so varied.
This season, he has been
usedin at least five different
roles.Role A: Chelsea 0
Manchester City 1, Premier
League, 25 September 2021.
City set up, asso often, ina
4-3-3, with Fodenthecentral
forward between Gabriel
Jesus and Gredlish. Hisrole
was very much asafase 9.

Hehad only 32 touchesinthe
game and didn't register a
shot, but made 27 pressures
and was a key factor in the
way City smothered Chelsea
- athough he also created
four shooting opportunities.
Thiswasthe centre-forward
as midfielder.Role B:
Liverpool 2 Manchester City
2, Premier League, 3 Octo-
ber 2021. That JamesMilner,
usually such an unflappable
emblem of cam efficiency,
should have been fortunate
not to be sent off said every-
thing about how Foden, play-
ingontheleft of afront three,
tormented him. Hewent past
him on the insde, he went
past him on the outside, and
he effectively neutralised
Liverpool's right-back as an
attacking threat by constantly
hitting the spacebehind him.
His goa capped a complete
performancethatincluded 19
pressures and 30 carries,
seven of them of more than
fivemetresRole C: Andorra
0 England 5, World Cup
qualifier, 9 October 2021.
England gtarted in a 4-3-3,
with Foden not asone of the
threeforwardsbut ontheleft
sdeof midfield, sitting deep
and measuring passes into
the narrow space behind the
Andorradefence, aploy that
was undeniably effective.
Against better opposition,
perhapsFodenwould beless
successful inthat morewith-

drawn role, his cregtive in-
stincts compromised by the
hurly-burly, but against a
deep-lying defence his abil-
ity to calibrate a pass was
hugely important.Role D:
Brighton 1 Manchester City
4, Premier League, 23 Octo-
ber 2021. Foden played in
the middle of a front three
and while there were occa
sions on which he dropped
deep, he operated amost as
an orthodox centre-forward,
harrying the Brighton de-
fence and scoring twice. It
hel ped that Brighton played
with a high line, but he re-
peatedly made dangerous
runsin behind. He had eight
shots in that game, four of
them on target.Role E: En-
gland 5 Albania 0, World
Cup qudlifier, 12 November
2021. Foden started as the
right-sided forwardin a3-4-
3andlinked well with Reece
JamesasEngland pulled Al-
baniaapart beforehaf-time,
transforming what could
havebeen an awvkward game
into astroll.It washiscorner
that brought thefifthgoal, but
more significant wasthein-
telligence of his movement
and passing, theway hekept
theball moving, never letting
Albania settle. At the Euros
he had | ooked out of sortson
the right but here, and then
in the first half againgt San
Marino, he was running
gamesfrom that flank.

Premier League : Seven Gerrard makes
winning start as Villa beats Brighton 2-0

Birmingham , November 21

Steven Gerrard made awin-
ning sart asAgton Villaman-
ager with a 2-0 victory over
Brighton on Saturday inthe
Premier League. Gerrard
left Rangers during the in-
ternationa bresk to replace
Dean Smith, who wasfired
following five successive
Premier League
defeats. And the former
Livrpool captain got Villa
Park bouncing again after two
late goals secured the
win.Ollie Watkins broke the
deadlock withacurling effort
after 84 minutes before
TyroneMingslashed homea
secondgod twominutesfrom
time.That made Gerrard the

firgt Villamanager towin his
first Premier Leaguegamein
chargesince John Gregory in

oy

February 1998, and immedi-
ately put a four-point gap
between Villaand the rel-

egation places. Raul
Jimenez scored the only
goal as Wolverhampton
ended West Ham'swinning
run with a 1-0 home victory

in the Premier League on
Saturday.Jimenez netted his
third goal of theseasoninthe
58th minute having beenteed
up by Daniel Podence, who
hed twicebeen denied by
goalkeeper Lukasz
Fabianski earlier in the
g second half.lt was West
Ham'sfirst away lossin
the league since April
and ended a run of four
straight wins.For Bruno
LagesWolves it was a
fifth win in seven games
and lifted them up to sixth
in the table, while David
Moyes Hammersremained
third ahead of Liverpool's
clash with Arsenal later on
Saturday.

Paris eruptsin joy as Lionel M
scores maiden Ligue 1 goal for PSG

Paris, November 21:

Liond Mess scored hisfirst
Ligue 1 goal as Paris St
Germain opened a 13-point
lead in Ligue 1 despite play-
ing amost half an hour with
10 men in a 3-1 home win

effort from outsde the box
threeminutesfromtime, add-
ing to Dennis Appiah's own
god after Randd KoloMuani
had cancelled out Kylian
Mbappe's first-half opener.
The result left PSG with 37

Wednesday, whileNantesare
11th on 18 pointsMess has
scored three goals in the
Champions League since
joining from Barcel onadur-
ing the close season but the
Argentine forward had not

London, November 21:

Former Yorkshire spin-
ner Azeem Rafiq, whois
at the centre of the rac-
ism controversy in En-
glish cricket, has been
accused of sending "vul-
gar" messagesto ateen-
age girl six years ago,
the 'Yorkshire Post’
reported.Gayathri Ajith
was only 16 when she
met Rafiq but said she
told him she was 17 in
order to appear a "bit
older".She said, accord-

ing to thereport, that the
cricketer sent the inap-
propriate whatsapp mes-
sages to her in Decem-
ber 2015, three months
after they met on aflight
from Manchester to
Dubai. Besides, shealso
turned down an invita-
tion from Rafiq for dinner
in Dubai.Screenshots of
messages from a number
belonging to Rafig, sentin
December 2015, read: "u
know what | wanted to do
ontheplane?' and "l want
to grab you push u up
against wall and kiss
you"."l was just kind of
shocked by the crudity of
those messages. They
were just so vulgar," she
told the "Yorkshire Post',
describing themessagesas
"creepy" .Responding to
theallegations, a spokes-
man for Rafiq told the
English daily: "Thiswas
put to us late on a Fri-
day evening. We need to
look into this, so cannot
comment further for
now." The allegations
came right after Rafiq
was accused of making
anti-Semitic remarks
during a text exchange
with a fellow Asian
player back in 2011, for
which he has
apologised. The woman,

ar' messages

whoisnow 22 and lives
in Yorkshire, questioned
some bit of Rafig'salle-
gations of racism
against hisformer club.
"I'm not disputing any of
his racism claims, be-
cause I'm sure they're
very true experiences.
But certain aspects of
what he said just don't
really sit right with
me."If he was being
forced to drink by his
teammates, then surely
that wouldn't then mean

he would be drinking
aloneon aflight and en-
couraging al7-year-old
girl to be drinking with
him." She added: "His
behaviour towards me
was a direct contradic-
tion really of what he
said in his testimony.
"He's calling for equal -
ity and respect, but why
ishe not embodying that
in all aspects? Espe-
cially in his tone to-
wards women. It's hy-
pocrisy. "Heisbeing put
on this pedestal for in-
citing systemic change,
but he'sreally contribut-
ing to the problem of the
vulgar attitudestowards
women. The whole na-
ture of that doesn't sit
right with me."A teary-
eyed Rafiq told British
lawmakers on Tuesday
that he believed he lost
his career due to racism.
Rafiq said racism in En-
glish cricket was institu-
tional, recalling the "hu-
miliating treatment” he
received at the club.An
independent report found
the Pakistan-born player
wasavictim of "racia ha-
rassment and bullying"
whileRafighimsdlf saidhe
had been driven to
thoughts of suicide over
theway hewastreated.
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Azeem Rafig accused of
sending "vu_I? _
to teenage girl SIX years ago
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