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Bernd Wiesberger closes in on
Ryder Cup spot but race goes on ...
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IN BRIEF

Bangladeshi
pills

AR Staff Reporter
Guwahati, September 12 :

Police seized an illegal
consignment of around
four lakh Bangladeshi
oral contraceptive pills in
Assam's Dhubri district
headquarters on Satur-
day. One person has
been detained, reports
Kangkan Kalita. The
pills, named "Sukhi", are
reportedly smuggled
through the interna-
tional border along
Assam, said police. The
smuggled pills are sold
in the interiors of the mi-
nority-dominated
Dhubri district, close to
the Bangladesh border,
and also in other nearby
districts in lower Assam.
Police said the consign-
ment was recovered from
the residence of one
Samsul Haque, who was
running the trade with
some suppliers from
across the border. They
have detained a relative of
Samsul for interrogation.

Burmese
betelnuts

AR Staff Reporter
Guwahati, September 12 :

A massive consignment
of contraband Burmese
betelnuts (Supari) was
seized on late Saturday
night inside the coaches
of an express train at
Guwahati's Paltan
Bazar railway station.In
a joint operation carried
out by Government
Railway Police (GRP)
and Railway Police
Force (RPF) the
betelnuts were
recovered from three
different coaches of the
Kachanjunga Express
that was outbound to
Sealdah from Agartala.
It is yet to be confirmed
by the officials the
weight and cost of the
betelnuts and the sus-
pects held in this con-
nection.

Road
accidents

AR Staff Reporter
Guwabhati, September 12 :

At least seven people
have been killed and
nine others injured in
separate road accidents
in Assam, police said
on Saturday.Four
people were killed and
eight others injured
when an ambulance
collided with a tempo at
Baihata Chariali in
Kamrup (Rural) district
late on Friday night.
Two people died on the
spot, while two others
later succumbed to
their injuries at the hos-
pital, a police officer
said.The injured people,
including the ambu-
lance driver, have been
admitted to the Gauhati
Medical College and
Hospital.In another ac-
cident, a vehicle hit a
motorcycle which in
turn hit another vehicle
coming from the oppo-
site  direction at
Amjonga in Dudhnoi
police station area of
Goalpara district on
Friday night, another
officer said.

Modi govt proposes 15.6-km twin road tunnel
of strategic 1mp0rtance under Brahmaputra

News Desk
Delhi, September 12 :

In what could prove to be
an engineering marvel, the
Narendra Modi government
has proposed a 15.6-km
twin-tunnel under the
mighty Brahmaputra river,
which will not only protect
the Kaziranga National Park
by bypassing it but also

benefit India strategically
by cutting travel time
between Assam and
Arunachal Pradesh. Each
of the two tunnels will have
two lanes for smooth flow
of traffic and will be built 22
metres below the river bed.
The total length of the
project will be approxi-
mately 33 km, including the
15.6-km tunnel and 18-km

approach roads to connect
to the highway. Owing to
its strategic importance, the
project has already been
endorsed by the Director-
ate of Military Operations.
India has been beefing up
its road infrastructure
along the borders, includ-
ing in the Northeast to
counter any challenge from
neighbouring countries like

China. The proposed
project will cost Rs 12,807
crore and is a greenfield
alignment to provide a di-
rect link between Gohpur on
NH-52 and Numaligarh on
NH-37 in Assam. The link,
which is part of the 315 km
long NH-37 that connects
Nagaon to Dibrugarh, will
help bypass the Kaziranga
belt that falls on this high-
way stretch.Way back in
2008, when the Cabinet
Committee on Economic
Affairs approved the four-
laning of NH-37, a decision
was taken to have an alter-
nate alignment to bypass
Kaziranga National Park.
The ministry took time to
come up with a new align-
ment that didn't fall on the
way of the park. Senior offi-
cials in the road ministry
told ThePrint that the Na-
tional Highways and Infra-
structure Development
Corp. Ltd (NHIDCL), a fully
owned company under the

CM Dr. Sarma reviews Inland
Water Transport (IWT)

AR Staff Reporter
Guwahati, September 12 :

In the aftermath of the boat
capsize incident at
Nimatighat in  the
Brahmaputra, the review
meeting was held under the
chairmanship of Chief Min-
ister Dr. Himanta Biswa
Sarma at the conference
room of his office on Satur-
day evening decided on a
series of safety measures
as part of Standard Operat-
ing Procedure (SoP) for ply-
ing of vessels between
Nimatighat and Majuli and
elsewhere in the state. As a
part of the SoP, plying of
private vessels with single

englne except those with
marine engines with revers-
ible gear will remain sus-
pended. Six government
vessels including two Ro-
Pax, shall remain in opera-
tion between Majuli and
Jorhat. One dredger will be
used to maintain the chan-
nel/gradient for smooth
ferry services even in lean
season. All 19 private pas-
senger vessels plying be-
tween Majuli and Jorhat
will be fitted with marine
engines with reversible
gear at the expense of the
government within six
months. All passengers will
be required to wear life jack-
ets before departure of the
vessel. Minimum two

ramps/ temporary ]ett1es will
be maintained at each ghats
of Majuli and Jorhat for
docking and mooring of
boats. One Magistrate in
Majuli and one in Jorhat will
be detailed to be present
CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

Centre will provide financial assis-
tance of Rs 70 crores to states to
establish colleges of Ayush

AR Staff Reporter
Guwahati, September 12 :

Union Minister of AYUSH
Sarbananda Sonowal said
that the centre will provide
financial assistance of Rs
70 crores to states to estab-
lish colleges offering edu-
cation in Ayurveda, Yoga,

Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha
and Sowa-Rigpa
(AYUSH).Speaking to the
media Sonowal said, "The
centre will provide assis-
tance to states for estab-
lishing colleges offering
education in Ayush. Col-
leges offering education in
Ayush are relatively few in

News Desk
New Delhi September 12 :

BJP MLA Bhupendra Patel
will be the new Gujarat
Chief Minister, succeeding
Vijay Rupani who resigned
on Saturday. The decision
was taken on Sunday (Sep-
tember 12) at the BJP legis-
lature meet held in
Gandhinagar. BJP had sent
Union ministers Narendra
Singh Tomar and Pralhad
Joshi to Gujarat as the
party's central observer to
the meeting. Patel's name
was proposed by former
CM Vijay Rupani. Patel,
seen as a protege of former
Gujarat Chief Minister
Anandiben Patel, is a BJP

Bhupendra Patel named
next Gujarat CM

MLA from Ghatlodia con-
stituency. He had won the
2017 Gujarat Legislative As-
sembly elections defeating
Congress candidate
Shashikant Patel. He was a
part of Ahmedabad Munici-
pal Corporation and the
Ahmedabad Urban Devel
CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

the North-East. We have
asked the North-Eastern
state governments to send
proposals regarding the
establishment of such in-
stitutions. States will have
to look after the matters of
land and manpower, the
centre will look into infra-
structure, building, furni-
ture etc. to be provided to
such institutes."On Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
vision for Ayush, he said,
"The Prime Minister wants
that Ayush gain popularity
CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

ministry, is preparing the
Detailed Project Report
(DPR) of the twin-tunnel.
"NHIDCL has submitted
the draft geophysical study
to the road ministry and the
DPR is in advanced stage
of preparation,” said a se-
nior ministry official, who
didn't want to be named.At
a meeting chaired by Road
Secretary Giridhar Armane
on 1 September, NHIDCL
was directed to prepare a
draft note for the Cabinet
Committee on Security af-
ter getting the project en-
dorsed by the Ministry of
Defence.Senior road minis-
try officials told ThePrint
that earlier, the Border Roads
Organisation had planned
another tunnel under the
Brahmaputra but since the
agency was yet to prepare
the CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

Assam organisations pla
stir against NHPC mega dam

AR Staff Reporter
Guwabhati, September 12 :

Work on the 2000 MW
Subansiri Lower project re-
sumed after being stopped
in 2011 following protests
amid fears of ecological
damageMore than 20
organisations have an-
nounced a joint movement
against a mega hydropower
project being built by the
National Hydroelectric
Power Corporation (NHPC)

on the Arunachal Pradesh-
Assam border.Work on the
2000 MW Subansiri Lower
Hydroelectric Project at
Gerukamukh was started in
2006 but halted in 2011 fol-
lowing protests amid fears
of ecological damage and
loss of livelihoods. Con-
struction had resumed more
than a year ago during the
COVID-19 lockdown."We
have decided on a string of
protests including blockade
of CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

Six persons have been arrested in
connection with the ferry accident

AR Staff Reporter
Guwahati, September 12 :

Six persons have been ar-
rested by the Assam Police
in connection with the ferry
accident between Assam's
Nimati Ghat and Majuli,
which left two people dead
and scores injured. One per-
son is still missing.Jorhat
police have arrested six per-
sons in connection to the
ferry accident that took place
last Wednesday.Jorhat police
registered a criminal case on
the orders of the Assam Chief
Minister Dr. Himanta Biswa
Sarma.The arrested people

have been identified as
Jogen Das, Dhanbar Das,
Biju Kumar Das, Jayanta
Dutta, Binod Baruah and
Babul Neog. Confirming the
development, the Superin-
tendent of Jorhat police Ankur
Jain said, "We have arrested
six persons involved in the
movement of the ill-fated
ferry on charges of death due
tonegligence. The investiga-
tion is underway." According
to the latest statement from
Assam State Disaster Man-
agement Authority, the ferry
"Ma Kamala" was carrying
92 passengers, out of which
89 were rescued, two died

and one person is still
missing.On Wednesday, the
accident occurred when a
private ferry "Ma Kamala"
heading to Majuli from Nimati
Ghat collided with a ferry
"MB Tipkai" - operated by
the state's IWT department -
coming from the riverine
island.The accident claimed
the life of a 30-year of a
woman teacher. The body of
the second victim,
Indreshwar Bora, a teacher of
Rajgarh High School, was
recovered on Saturday from
Bhasa Tapu near Umatumuni
Island of Biswanath, 100 km
CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

" Pak ISI Chief Meets Intelligence
Heads of China, Russia; Slams India's
Role 1n 'Promotmg Terrorism’

News Desk
New Delhi September 12 :

Pakistan ISI Chief Faiz
Hameed on Saturday met
with the intelligence chiefs
of Russia, China, Iran and
Tajikistan to brief them about
the Taliban government in
Afghanistan and the "new
changing order" of the
world, sources told .In a
meeting hosted by Hameed,
he briefed the intelligence
representatives of the key
countries of the region on
the roles of "different play-
ers in Kabul". He also spoke
to them about the alleged
"role India played with pre-
vious Afghanistani govern-
ments in promoting
terrorism", the sources

said.Pakistan has been keen
to become a key player in
the new regime of Afghani-
stan. Hameed had earlier
visited Kabul over the gov-
ernment formation, and is
said to have briefed the of-
ficials of this visit, as
well.Pakistan also wants to
control Afghanistan's
economy after the country
gained entry into the Af-
ghan army as well as intelli-
gence. On Thursday, Paki-
stan announced its eco-
nomic plans for Afghani-
stan and has decided to
conduct bilateral trade with
the Taliban in Pakistani
rupees.Earlier, the Taliban
bilateral trade between Pa-
kistan and Afghanistan was
in US dollar, and the Afghan
currency was powerful.

Through this move,
Pakistan's currency will
have a hold over Afghan
traders and the business
community.However, CNN-
News18 has reported that a
rift between Taliban and Pa-
kistan is indicated accord-
ing to a fresh audio that has

gone viral. In the audio, that
went viral on Facebook on
Friday, a Taliban Com-
mander could be heard talk-
ing to other Commanders
alleging that Pakistan has
spoiled their reputation
internationally. The rift be
CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

AR Staff Reporter
Guwabhati, September 12 :

Assam Don Bosco Uni-
versity (ADBU) Vice
Chancellor  Stephen
Mavely said the highest
scholarship per course is
Rs 4.6 1akh, while the mini-
mum is Rs 30,000.Private
educational institute
Assam Don Bosco Uni-
versity on Saturday an-

Assam Don Bosco University to Ofter
Scholarships Worth Rs 4 Crore

nounced a cumulative
scholarship worth Rs 4
crore for 2021-22 for stu-
dents belonging to all cat-
egories. Assam Don
Bosco University
(ADBU) Vice-Chancellor
Stephen Mavely said the
highest scholarship per
course is Rs 4.6 lakh,
while the minimum is Rs
30,000."We have scholar-
ships for all categories of
CONTINUED TO PAGE 6
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Tourists visit a flower farmin Lisai Millage of Zho'nyin County in Gannan,
northwest China's Gansu Province

Kathryn Paige Harden

'Studies have found genetic variants that
correlate with going further in school'

London, September 12 : Kathryn Paige
Harden argues how far we go in formal
education - and the huge knock-on effects
that has on our income, employment and
health - is in part down to our genes.
Harden is a professor of psychology at
the University of Texas at Austin, where
she leads a lab using genetic methods to
study the roots of social inequality. Her
provocative new book is The Genetic
Lottery: Why DNA Matters for Social
Equality.To even talk about whether there
might be a genetic element to educational
attainment and social inequality breaks a
huge social taboo - particularly on the
political left, which iswhereyou say your
own sympathies lie. The spectre of
eugenics looms large, and no one wants
to create a honeypot for racists and
classists. To be clear, it is scientifically
baseless to make any claims about

new genetic discoveriesand seeing intheir
own familiesand livesthat genetics matter.
When asked to estimate how much genes
influence intelligence, people's answers
arenot zero. I'm trying to help them make
sense of that information in a socially
responsible way. If you care about social
equality, what do you do with information
about genetics?You have been accused of
promoting eugenics, including by
prominent sociologist Ruha Benjamin,
who has written that you are engaging in
"savvy slippage between genetic and
environmental factorsthat would makethe
founders of eugenics proud".Those fears
are coming out of a very real place -
historically, genetics has been misused.
But [eugenics] is literally the opposite of
what I'm advocating. The core idea of
eugenics is that there is a hierarchy of
people who areinferior or superior that is

Taliban raise flag over presidential palace on 9/11

anniversary as brother of resstance |

Kabul, September 12: TheTdiban
raised their flag over the Afghan
presidential palace on the 20th
anniversary of the 9/11 attacks, as
news emerged that the regime's
fighters had killed the brother of
the country'sformer vice-president
at a checkpoint in Panjshir
province.Rohullah Azizi, the
brother of former vice-president
and anti-Taliban resistance leader
Amrullah Saleh, was travelling in
his car on Thursday when he and
his driver were shot dead at a
Taliban checkpoint, his nephew
said on Saturday.Shuresh Saleh
said on Saturday that it wasunclear
where his uncle, an anti-Taliban
fighter, was headed when the
Taliban caught him. He said
phones were not working in the
area.A message left with aTaliban
spokesman on Saturday was not
immediately returned.Amrullah
Saleh has declared himself the
legitimate acting president of
Afghanistan, and hasbeen leading
forces resisting the Taliban in
Panjshir. Afghanistan's new rulers
have said they are in control of
Panjshir but thisisdisputed by the
National Resistance Front, which
saysit is continuing to fight back.
Videoscirculating on social media

purportedly show the Taliban
opening fire on anti-Taliban
fightersarrested in Panjshir.Asthe
US and the world marked the
anniversary of the September 11
attacks on Saturday, the Taliban's
flag-raising ceremony marked the
official start of the al-male, all-
Taliban government, aspokesman
said.The white banner bearing a
Quranic verse was hoisted by
Mullah Mohammad Hassan
Akhund, the prime minister of the
Taliban interim government, said
Ahmadullah Muttagi, multimedia
branch chief of the Taliban's
cultural commission.Themilestone
anniversary came just weeks after
the chaotic US withdrawal from
Afghanistan and the return to
power of the Taliban, which had
sheltered the al-Qaida terror
network founded by Osama hin
Laden that carried out the
attacks.The US president, Joe
Biden, speaking unexpectedly
during avisit to the Pennsylvania
site of oneof the9/11 plane crashes
on Saturday, again defended the
widely criticised withdrawal,
saying the US could not invade
every country where al-Qaida is
present."Could al-Qaida come
back [in Afghanistan]?' he asked

in an exchange with reporters
outside a Shanksville fire station.
"Yeah. But guesswhat, it'salready
back other places."What's the
strategy? Every place where al-
Qaidais, we'regoingtoinvadeand
have troops stay in? C'mon."Biden
said it had alwaysbeen amistaketo
think Afghanistan could be
meaningfully united, and that
American forces had achieved their
central missonwhenaspecid forces
team killed the al-Qaida founder
OsamabinLadenon2May 2011ina
compound in Pakistan.Veiled
students hold Taliban flags as they

Al

ader dain

listen aspeaker beforeapro-Taiban
rally at the Shaheed Rabbani
Education University inKabul on 11
September.On Saturday the Taliban
orchestrated a march of veiled
women that filled an auditorium at
Kabul University'seducation centre
inawell-choreographed snubtothe
past 20 years of western efforts to
empower women. In reality the
Taliban have begun issuing harsh
edictsthat have hit women hardest,
such as banning women's sports.
They have also used violence to
stop protests where women have
demanded equd rights.

Qaeda |eader Al-
Zawahirt,
dead, surfaces in new
video on 9/11 anniversary

rumoured to be

differences between racial groups,
including intelligence
I ¥

doing that. But why go here?l wrote this
book first for my fellow scientists, who
haven't necessarily seen the relevance of
genetics for their own work or have been
afraid to incorporate it because of these
associations. There is a large body of
scientific knowledge beingignored lest the
eugenics genie belet out of the bottle.But
also people are hearing every day about

rooted in biology and that inequalitiesare
justified on that basis. Mine is an anti-
eugenics approach seeking to use
our knowledge of genetic science
to build policies and social
interventions that create more
socia equality. Sweeping genetic
differences between people under
therug does not make the genome,
as a systemic force causing
inequality, go away. That genetic
and environmental factors are
braided together at every level is
| simply a description of reality.It
startswith astatistical exercisein
correlation called agenome wide
association study (GWAS). That
takes many hundreds of
thousands of people with similar
genetic ancestry and measures
tiny genetic differences- of which
there are millions - scattered throughout
their entire DNA sequences. It then looks
to see which of those variants correlates
with their number of years of
schooling.We then take the results and -
for anew person's genetic sequence - add
up that information to produce a single
number, a polygenic score, that predicts
how far they will go in school.

A staff member servesteato touristsin Lisai Village of Zho'nyin
County in Gannan, northwest China's Gansu Province

PM Narendra Modi writes heartfelt |etter
toAksnay Kumar after hismother'sdemise

New Delhi, September 12:
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi condoled Bollywood
actor Akshay Kumar'smother
Aruna Bhatias desth with a
heartwarming letter on
Sunday (September 12). The
'BellBottom' actor shared a
picture of the letter on his
socid media handles. In the
letter, PM Modi lauded

Akshay Kumar for
the hard work he put
into achieving such
mountainous
success in the film
industry. He credited #°
the actor's good
vauesto hisparents, |
especially his late
mother. He wrote,
"She ensured you

Norway votes - but Is Europe's
biggest oil giant ready to go green?

L ondon, September 12: Norway goes
to the polls on Monday in
parliamentary elections that are
forcing western Europe's largest oil
and gas producer to confront its
environmental contradictions.
Climate issues have dominated the
campaigning sinceAugust, whenthe
UN's Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Changepublisheditsstarkest
warning yet that global heating is
dangeroudly close to spiralling out
of control. Thereport gave an ingtant
boost to parties caling for curbs on
drilling: the country's Green party -
whichwantsanimmediate hdt to oil
and gas exploration, and no further
production at all after 2035 - saw
membership surge by nearly a
third."The International Energy
Agency'sNet Zeroreportin May had
aready made it plain that there was
no room for oil and gas, and so the
IPCCreportredly hithome" saidArild
Hermstad, the Greens deputy |eader.
"This realy is the climate
eection."But while polls predict the
centre-left opposition will oust the
Consarvative-led codlition that has
ruled Norway for eight years, thefate
of theindustry that hasmade Norway
one of Europe's most prosperous
nationsisfar from sedled. Thecountry
may bealeading proponent of green
energy, but fossil fuds sill account
for 40% of itsexports. Theoil and gas
industry employsmorethan 200,000
people - about 7% of the total
workforce- andthroughit thecountry
has built up the world's largest

i\l

sovereign wealth fund, worth
£1tn.Pressure is mounting on
Norway to change by emulating
neighbouring Denmark, which is
endingfossil fud explorationandaims
to hdt dl production by 2050.A UN
human rights council report on
Norway last year wasexplicit, caling
on the country to "prohibit further
exploration for fossil fuels, reect
further expansion of fossil fuel
infrastructure, and develop a just
trangition strategy for workers and
communities'.But the messageisa
hard onetosdll. "It will beamassive
job to move Norway out of the ail
industry," Hermstad said. "People
worry for their work, for their
standard of living. As long as the
Conservativesare guaranteeing that
oil jobswill continue, those caling
for an end to drilling look like the
threat."Norway's main centre-right
and centre-left parties, the

Conservatives and opposition
Labour, are in broad agreement that
production shoul d continue past 2050,
arguing that the green trangition will
take time, and ail revenues can help
fundit.Wrecking Norway'seconomy
will not help, they argue, andif Norway
stops producing, other countrieswill
step into the gap. "They actualy
argue that because we produce
cleanly, it will be better for the
environment for Norway to
continue," Hermstad said. "It's not
true. But people like to hear
it."Nonetheless, the Greens could
find themselvesin government: the
rightwing codlition of primeminister
ErnaSolbergisforecast tolose, but
the margin of the left's predicted
victory isunsure, and aLabour-led
coalition could need the support of
oneor moresmaller partiestoreach
amgjority of 85 seats Actor Harrison
Ford speaking on the first day of

the IUCN's world conservation
congress in Marseille, France, 3
September 2021L abour, led by
former foreign minister Jonas Gahr
Stere, is tipped to be the largest
party with a projected 46 MPs, but
it too is set to lose seats - leaving
its preferred coalition, with the
middle-of-the-road Centre party
and the social democrat Socialist
Left party with only the slimmest
possible majority. That could see
the Greens, ontarget for eight seats,
or the far-left Red party enter
government, potentialy giving the
environmentalists crucial leverage
inaleft-leaning codition that would
be deeply divided over fossil fuel
policy. Labour hassaidit would not
form a coalition with any party
demanding ahalt to all exploration
or production. But its key allies
disagree on the issue, with the
Centre party backing continued
exploration and the Socialist Left
opposing it. Somekind of dedl, the
Greens hope, will have to be
brokered.Much will depend on
whether the smaller parties pass
Norway's so-called vote-levelling
threshold, which rewards parties
that win more than 4% of the vote
nationwide but not many seats
outright.utit will behard for Norway
to give up its oil and gas addiction.
Hermgad said: "Inadebatelast week,
| asked the Conservative candidate
when would be their preferred date
to end production. Hesaid: 'In about
300yearstime.”

remained kind,

compassionateand humbleat
al times. Shedsoindilled a
spirit of service in you, seen
repeatedly through your
philanthropic initiatives and
eagerness to give back to
society. "Alongwiththeletter,
Akshay penned down athank
you note to PM Modi in the
caption.Hereswhat hewrote
"Humbled by condolence
Messages on mom'’s passing,
thankful to all. Grateful to
hon'ble PM for thisamazing
gestureto take out time and
express warm feelings for
me and my late parents.
These comforting words
will stay withmeforever. Jai
Ambe."Akshay Kumar's
mother, ArunaBhatialeft
thisworld for her heavenly
abode on September 8,
2021. The exact cause of
her death is still unknown,
although she was admitted
to the Intensive Care Unit
(ICU) of Hiranandani
Hospital in Mumbai afew
days back. Her last rites
were performed onthe same
day in the afternoon at
Pawan Hans Crematorium
in suburban Mumbai.
Many Bollywood big shots
including Rohit Shetty,
Riteish Deshmukh, Sajid
Khan, Bhushan Kumar and
Ramesh Taurani among
many others paid their last
respects.  Inconsolable
Akshay withhiswifeTwinkle
Khanna, her cousin Karan
Kapadia were seen at the
funeral. Several celebrities
such asAjay Devgn, Sdman
Khen,Nimrat Kaur, DiaMirza,
Vindu Dara Singh among
others extended condolences
and mourned the demise of
Akshay's mother.

New Delhi, September 12
. Twenty years after the
ghastly terror attack on the
US, Al Qaedaleader Ayman
al-Zawahiri, rumoured
dead, has surfaced in a
video released on the 9/11
anniversary. US-based
SITE Intelligence Group,
which tracks the online
activity of jihadist groups,
reported that Zawahiri
spoke on a number of
issues.Rita Katz, SITE's
Director tweeted, "Amid
rumours of his death, Al-
Qaeda leader Ayman al-
Zawahiri shown in a new
60-minute video, thistime
offering some evidence
that he is not dead--
particularly, reference to
events after December
when rumours of death
surfaced."In the video,
Zawahiri talked about a
raid on a Russian military
base by the Al-Qaeda-
aligned Hurras al-Deen in
Syria, which it claimed on
January 1. The clip
introduces Zawahiri with
"May Allah Protect Him."
The video also uses clips
fromTaiban media, showing
its fighters."Yet another
signal of the importance of
the Taliban in the global
jihadist movement's
narrative since 9/11, and
how the Taliban'svictory in
Afghanistan is also Al-
Qaeda’s victory," tweeted
Katz.As per Katz, pro-Al
Qaeda media groups are
outpouring with 9/11
celebrations and
incitements: posters, videos,
hashtags, etc. It is a very
organized and thoroughly
prepped campaign--nothing
like what I've seen in
previous years.Moreover,

f
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\isitors take photos at the booth of Iran at the 18th

Al Qaeda official media
wing as-Sahab announced
anew forthcoming release,
which seemsto be avideo,
expected to be released
today.This followed a
release of a book by
Zawahiri. As-Sahab
rel eases part one of abook
series by him with an
introduction dated April
2021. The 852-page
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installment gives dedication
tokilled operativesWhile the
Talibanwho havetaken over
Afghanistan may bedonning
a friendly face for Western
audiences, their intrinsic
bonds with Al-Qaeda
persists. Al Qaedahas made
it clear that for them, thenew
Idamic Emirate is a victory
and they re beneficiaries of
the spoils. Zawahiri
succeeded OsamaBin Laden
asthechief of thegroup after
Laden was hunted down by
USSEAL forcesin Jaldabad
in Pakistan. Intelligence
agencies have, as of yet,
offered no proof or solid
assessmentsthat Zawahiri
is dead, leaving the
question of his current
statusin the air.

China-ASEAN Expo in Nanning, capital of south
China's Guangxi Zhuang




The Assam Rising

STATE

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2021 B

Union Minister Arjun Munda
Discusses Progress of Schemes
|mplemented in Tribal Areas of Assam

MEETING OF TH1
HON'BLE MINISTER OF TRI

STAFFREPORTER

Guwahati, Sept 12: Union
Minister of Tribal Affairs,
Arjun Munda today had a
discussion on the develop-
ment of the tribal areas in
Assam with Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma. Se-
nior Cabinet Ministers of
the Assam Government
and officials of the Tribal
Affairs department were
present at the review meet-
ing held at the State Guest
House here today. Munda
also presented the Van
Dhan Award 2020-2021 to
Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma. The Triba
Affairs Ministry has
awarded the Van Dhan Na-
tional Award 2021-22 to
TRISSAM of Assaminthe
category of Collaborative
Initiativefor cobrandingin
Van Dhan Yojana. While
addressing the media
people, Munda said that
his two-day visit is in-
tended to review the
progress of the tribal areas
and the schemes imple-
mented for devel opment of
the tribal population of the
state and the region. The
Minister stated that the key
points of the discussionin-
cluded waysto promotethe
artifacts and artisans of the
tribal areas of Assam, en-
suring quality education for
the children from these ar-
eas, EklavyaModel educa-
tion, and the overall imple-
mentation of the schemes
in these areas. Earlier in
August, Chief Minister of
Assamhad met the TRIFED
teamin New Delhi to chalk
out plans for expanding
tribal development in the
state and defining the steps
for theway forward. These
future plans to take tribal

Milanjyoti club felicitated meritorious students

Correspondent

Udalguri, Sept 12: For the
last 9 years, Kalbari
Milanjyoti club has been
felicitating all the students
who passed in the High
School Leaving Examina-
tion, Higher Secondary Ex-
amination and Graduation
Examination every year
from Kalbari village of
Udalguri District under
Tangla Police Station. The
Kalbari Milanjyoti clubwas
not able to organize the fe-
licitation program like in
other years due to the ter-
ror caused by the Corona
pandemicall over theworld,
though theninth felicitation
program was organised in
meagre. Dulu Rabha, Presi-
dent of Kalbari Milanjyoti
club, said that thisfelicita-
tion program is organized
every year to encouragethe
new generation students of
Kalbari village. Ganesh

Blood
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VENUE : AZARA CHC/FRU

Correspondent
Palashbari,Sept 12: Azara
Block PHC(BPHC) inasso-
ciation with the Guwahati
Medical College and Hos-
pital organised a blood do-
nation camp onitspremises

development to the next
level were also showcased
and discussed during this
meeting. “There should be
a development programme
through which the entire
Northeast region can
progress. It hasto be in a
way that the entire region
can be presented as a de-
velopment model. The gate-
way to Northeast is Assam
and thisis avery important
state. We have discussed
the tribal areas and the
programmesthat have been
carried out in these areas
with the Chief Minister and
Senior Officersof the state”,
he added. The Union Tribal
AffairsMinister appreciated
Assam’s Chief Minister
HimantaBiswa Sarma’s ef-
fortsto lead the state in the
development stage. “ Assam
ismoving forward under the
leadership of PM Modi and
| am happy that Assam is
developing under the lead-
ership of Himanta Biswa
Sarma,” hesaid, adding that
the State and Centre have
been working in close coor-
dination to achieve the tar-
get and promotethetribal ar-
tisans on a national as well
as international level.
Mundaaso saidthat hismin-
istry istryingtoadd valueto
the existing traditional sys-
temand lifestyleof thetribal
people and taking the arti-
sans and their work to the
nationa and global levels. He
also added, “Van Dhan can
be a game changer for pro-
moting Tribal Livelihoods
and enterprises in Assam
whileEklavyaVidydayaswill
impart uniformand highqual-
ity education to tribal chil-
dren. We are also trying to
ensure that the children re-
ceive quality education and
participateinthe competitive

Sarania, headmaster of
Mougaon Milan High
School, attended thefelici-
tation program organized
by Kalbari Milanjyoti club
as a chief guest. Sarania
says in the context of the
speech that the club is an
organisation to make a bet-
ter edition of asociety. The
Kabari Milanjyoti club has
givenalot of importanceto
the educational aspect of
Kalbari village. On the

donation camp at Az
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where over 50 people do-
nated blood on Saturday.
Inaugurating the
camp,West Guwahati MLA
Ramendra Narayan Kalita
expressed his gratitude to
the donors for their ser-

exams. We want more and
more candidates from the
tribal areasto appear for the
national level exams. The
EklavyaModd isindiscus-
sion as of now and wewill
further discuss these with
the Centre,”. Located in
North-eastern India, Assam
has a substantial tribal
population, with 3,308,570
forest dwellerswho consti-
tute 12.4% of thetotal popu-
lation. The‘Mechanismfor
Marketing of Minor Forest
Produce (MFP) through
Minimum Support Price
(MSP) & Development of
Value Chain for MFP' has
come as a beacon of
change in the past two
yearsinthisstate. Concep-
tualized and implemented
by TRIFED in association
with State Government
Agencies across 21 states
of the country, the scheme
has emerged as a source of
great relief for tribal gather-
ersinjecting more than Rs

other hand, Saraniagivesa
hint on how to give primary
education to children at
home by the parents. De-
livered animportant lecture
on why all students should
receive education and how
they can be developed asa
good citizen and well-to-do
person in the future. It is
also mentioned that in the
year 2021, 8 students from
Kalbari village passed the
HSL C Examinationand HS

- =lrg,

vices to humanity. It is a
great service to God if
someone's blood can save
others life,he said. The
camp was conducted by Dr.
DJ Barua, SDM & HO,
AzaraBPHC.

3000 crores directly in the
tribal economy. The State of
Assam has utilized the M SP
for MFP schemewhereinthe
total procurement utilizesthe
Govt. The India fund is of
5856 MT whichisworthRs.
37.39 Lakhs. Under theVan
Dhan Schemeatotd of 1,920
VD SHG have been sanc-
tioned which are subsumed
into 128 VDVK Clusters.
This is directly benefiting
37,786 forest triba gatherers.
The total amount sanc-
tioned for operationalization
of theeVDVKCsisRs. 19.20
Crores.Arjun Mundaisona
two-day visittoAssamtore-
view the progress of imple-
mentation of theMinor For-
est Produce (MFP), Van
DhanVikasKendra(VDVK)
and TRIFOOD programmes,
which havebeen putinplace
for the empowerment of the
tribalsinthestateand region.
Pravir Krishna, Managing
Director, TRIFED and senior
officials of TRIFED have

Examinationandintheyear
2020, a student graduated
from science stream felici-
tated by Kalbari Milanjyoti
club. Chandana Rabha,
Lecturer in Education of
Bhergaon College, Gopal
Rabha, adviser of Kalbari
Milanjyoti club, Maghuwa
Rabha, Ghanakanta Rabha,
all the incumbents of
Milanjyoti club and people
of Kalbari participated the
ninth felicitation program.

araPHC

One dies at
Gamiripa
Correspondent
Biswanath Chariali, Sept
12: An emerging orator; an-
chor and a socia worker of
Gamiripal area Gopa Kafle
(47) breathed hislast in the
early hours of Sunday at
Tezpur Medica College &
Hospitd. Hewasadmitted to
TMC&H on September 11 a5
he was suffering from diar-
rhea related ailments but
breathed his last in the wee
hourson Sunday. Unmarried
Kaflewasclosdly associated
with many socio-cultural or-
ganizationsof the Gamiripal
areaincluding Gamiripa vil-
lage devel opment committee,
Gamiripa Sporting Clubetc.
His untimely demise was
widely mourned by various

organizationshere.

also accompanied Munda.
Among the many activities
planned aretwo workshops/
conferences - the Voice of
North East Janjatiya L eader
Conference on the first day
and a Van Dhan Workshop
conductedin I1E onthe sec-
ond day. Such a review,
monitoring and implementa:
tion of the programmes at
ground level is being
planned for all states sothat
theimpact in generating in-
come for the tribal people
and empowering them can
be expedited. The ultimate
aim of these programmes,
implemented by TRIFED
acrossthecountry, isto bring
about acompletetransforma-
tion of triba livesand liveli-
hoods acrossthe country and
progress towards an
Atmanirbhar Bharat.

Year long golden jubilee cel ebration
of Khagarijan college getsunderway

Correspondent

Nagaon, Sept 12: Theyear
long celebration of golden
jubilee of theleading insti-
tution of higher education
of the district - Nagaon
Khagarijan college has
been started with atwo day
programme from today on-
wardsat the collegepremise.
50 prominent dignitaries of
various fields started the
celebration by unfurlingthe
flags of the institution.
Hoigting the flag of the in-
gtitution, thelocal MLA and
the president of golden ju-
bilee cel ebration committee,
Rupak Sarmasaid that after
celebrating golden jubilee,
diamond jubilee by a dew
of institutions of higher

education in the town,
Khagarijan collegetoo went
ahead to celebrate golden
jubileefrom today onwards
and it was a glorious mo-
ment for the educational in-
stitutions of the district.
Referring to the cultural
growths as well as the his-
tory of literature, art and cul-
ture of the district, Sarma
said that Nagaon had aglo-
rious history inthefields of
art, cultureand literatureand
the continuity of all those
art, cultureand literaturewas
still undoubtedly going on
since Mahapurush Srimanta
Sankardeva. Dr. Ramesh
Nath, principal of the col-
lege, Dr. Dilip Sarma, Presi-
dent governing body,
Girindra Kr Boruah,

Upendra Borkatoki, Lutfur
Rahman, Dr Surgjit Kr
Bhagawati participated in
the opening ceremony of
golden jubilee programme
today and wished the cel-
ebration to be a successful
one. As part of the celebra
tion of the opening cer-
emony, alecturewill bede-
livered respectively by vice
chancellor of Mahapurush
Srimanta  Sankardeva
Vishwavidyalaya, Dr. Hitesh
Deka and IAS officer
Aronyak Saikiaat 11amto-
morrow at the college audi-
torium. The programmewill
be chaired by the president
of the college management
committee Dr Dilip Sarma
and will beanchored by Dr
Ramesh Nath.

Assam Extends " Disturbed
Area’' Status Of State For
Another Six Months

Saff Reporter

Guwahati, September 12:
Assam has further ex-
tended the existing "dis-
turbed area' status of the
statefor another six months
from August 28 under the
Armed Forces (Special
Powers) Act (AFSPA)."The
Government of Assam in
the exercise of powerscon-
ferred by Section 3 of the
Armed Forces (Special
Powers) Act, 1958 has de-
clared the entire State of
Assam as" Disturbed Area’
up to six monthswith effect
from 28-08-2021 unless
withdrawn earlier," said an
officia statement. The gov-
ernment press release did
not cite any particular rea-

son for the extension.The
AFSPA was first imposed
inAssamin November 1990
and has been extended ev-
ery six months since then
after review by the state
government.In 1990,
AFSPA came into forcein
Assam dueto the heavy in-
surgency activities that
killed many people. Kidnap-
ping and extortion were
common during those days.
Security forces conducted
major operations against
the groupsin those daysto
neutralisetherebel outfit.In
the Northeast, the AFSPA
is in force in Assam,
Nagaland, Manipur (ex-
cluding Imphal Municipal
Council Area), Changlang,
Longding and Tirap dis-

tricts of Arunachal
Pradesh, and areas falling
withinthejurisdiction of the
eight police stations of dis-
trictsin Arunachal Pradesh
bordering Assam.The
AFSPA was introduced in
the north-eastern states to
curb insurgency. It alows
the armed forces to main-
tain public order in "dis-
turbed areas'. The armed
forces can also restrict the
gathering of five or more
persons in an area. They
canwarn apersonfor bresk-
ing alaw and open fire or
use force in case of non-
compliance.Civil society
groups and rights activists
in the region have been de-
manding withdrawal of the
allegedly "draconian” law.

Disturbed Area: AFSPA extendsfor
another 6 months in Assam

Abhijit Chaliha

Guwahati, Sept 12 : The
Assam government ex-
tended the"Disturbed Area’
status of the state for an-
other six months from Au-
gust 28 under the Armed
Forces (Special Powers)
Act (AFSPA), according to
an official statement issued
on Saturday. "The Govern-
ment of Assam in exercise
of powers conferred by
Section 3 of the Armed
Forces (Special Powers)
Act, 1958 has declared the
entire State of Assam as
"Disturbed Area" up to six

months with effect from
August 28, 2021 unless
withdrawn earlier,"” the
statement said. However,
the statement did not men-
tion any reason for the ex-
tension of theAFSPA in the
state. Earlier, in February,
ahead of theassembly elec-
tions in the state, Assam
governor Jagdish Mukhi
had declared the entire
state as a‘ Disturbed Ared
for six months starting Feb-
ruary 27. “As per powers
conferred under Section 3
of the Armed Forces (Spe-
cial Powers) Act, 1958, the
Governor of Assam hasde-

clared the entire state of
Assam as ‘disturbed area’
up to six months beyond
February 27, 2021, unless
withdrawn earlier,” stated
the earlier press release is-
sued by the state govern-
ment. Recently, suspected
militants had gunned down
five people and torched sev-
era trucksinAssam'sDima
Hasao district and thelatest
extension is believed to
have been taken following
the incident. The AFSPA
was imposed in Assam in
November 1990 and has
been extended every six
months since then after a

review by the state govern-
ment. In the North Eagt, the
AFSPAisinforceinAssam,
Nagaland, Manipur (exclud-
ing Impha Municipa Coun-
cil Area), Changlang,
Longding and Tirap dis-
trictsof Arunacha Pradesh,
and areas falling within the
jurisdiction of the eight po-
lice stations of districts in
Arunacha Pradesh border-
ing Assam. Civil society
groups and rights activists
in the region have been de-
manding the withdrawal of
the aleged 'draconian’ law
from the northeastern states
whereit has been imposed.

SFSCollege Opensup for academic Year

STAFFREPORTER

Aalo, Sept 12: The. Francis
De Sales College con-
ducted its inauguration of
Academic Year 2021-2022
themed ‘' Holistic Devel op-
ment”’ amid prayers after a
long lay off due to Covid-
19 on September 11 last. Fr.
Vijoy, superior of campus
lighted the lamp of learning
and exhorted all faculty
members and student com-
munity to struggle hard to
make up the time which
were lost due to the spread

of Covid-19 in the district.

Dr. Fr. Jose Karipadath, Prin-
cipd adminigteredtheOathto
al newly appointed SW.O.

members and encouraged
them to work relentlesdy for
the growth and devel opment
of the indtitution stating that

not much of time is left for
them to cover up the sylla-
busintimeasper timeframe
given by the university.

Lambda strain of coronavirus
could be vaccine resistant. Study

News Desk
New Delhi, September
12 : The Lambda strain
of the coronavirus could
be vaccine resistant, a
recent study in Japan
revealled. It also claims
that the C.37 variant may
be more infectious like
the Delta variant. The re-
searchers pointed out
Lambda has been classi-
fied as a Variant of Inter-
est (VOI) and not a Vari-
ant of Concern (VOC),

and so people may not
consider it as a threat.In
a worrying sign, the
study notes that the
Lambdastrain may not be
contained by vaccines.
The report appeared on
bioRxiv on July 28 and
the study awaits peer re-
view prior to getting pub-
lished. The preprint
study, shows that the
Lambda variant is ca-
pable of bypassing anti-
bodies that can fight off

the virus. Researchers
said that multiple muta-
tionsin spike protein, like
those found in Lambda
and other variants, are
more resistant to anti-
bodies in vaccinated and
unvaccinated individuals.
"Notably, the vaccination
rate in Chile is relatively
high, the percentage of the
people who received at
least one dose of COVID-
19 vaccine was nearly
60%," the authors

write."Nevertheless, a big
COVID-19 surge has oc-
curred in Chile suggesting
that the Lambda variant is
proficient in escaping the
antiviral immunity elicited
by vaccination," they
warn.The Lambda muta-
tion has been found in 26
countries and substantial
outbreaks have been re-
ported in Chile, Peru, Ar-
gentina and Ecuador and
several other South
American nations.
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Thewinter Covid plan

All the signs are that Boris Johnson will this week un-
veil awinter plan for Covid. Already, coronavirus deaths
arerunning at around 1,000 aweek, and the numbers of
hospital admissionsare growing slowly but steadily. Staff
are exhausted and the outlook for the autumn and win-
ter cannot be regarded as anything other than unsettled,
uncertain and potentially very dangerous.The govern-
ment and its senior officials claim Covid should be re-
garded assimilar to influenzaand that we haveto "learn
to live with it". This worryingly persistent and flawed
approach ignores the hazardous and evolving nature of
the virus. Perhaps the worst manifestation is the UK's
three-month delay in using the approved vaccines to
protect children aged 12 to 15. Last week, Dr Anthony
Fauci, the chief medical adviser to President Biden, gave
a lecture to a UK public health society. He strongly
backed the US policy of fully vaccinating young people
for three reasons. First, children spread the virus; sec-
ond, we see cases of severe Covid diseasein the young;
and third, we don't know the long-term effects of infec-
tionin children. With European regulatory approval for
a vaccine for children aged five to 11 expected next
month, the government will soon face another decision-
making challenge. The delay in vaccinating young people
isall themore surprising given that the government and
their advisers have put all of their eggsinto the vaccina-
tion basket. The complete lack of attention to preven-
tive measures is shocking. We know that the virus is
airborne, yet ventilation iswoefully neglected - despite
the excellent scientific advice provided to the govern-
ment by SAGE experts. The government has been
warned explicitly that the quality of ventilationin build-
ings across the UK is unknown and that there's evi-
dence that awide range of premises are not adequately
ventilated, particularly in winter. Yet children and adults
are being sent back to schools, colleges and enclosed
workplaces without those spaces being adequately
assessed. Thelaw isunambiguous. Every enclosed work-
place must be ventilated by a sufficient quantity of fresh
or purified air. The Sars-CoV-2 virus has de facto
changed the definition of fresh or purified air. As other
countries are doing, the government should respond to
that altered reality and fund an urgent programme of
improving workplaces before winter arrives. Trade
unions and professional bodies of every kind should be
making it clear that preventing people from being in-
fected through contaminated air is essential. Some
groups are already collecting instances of non-mitiga-
tion with a view to future legal action.Similarly, our
knowledge of airborne transmission should bedriving a
change in how we use face masks. In the early days of
the pandemic, because there was a shortage of masks
and we thought droplets spread through coughing and
sneezing were acrucial means of transmission, crudely
constructed three-layer face coverings were the norm.
We now know that airborne transmission is the major
problem, but the public has not been told that we need
to shift to the use of properly manufactured masks.We
also need to halt much of the effort put into decontami-
nating surfaces and objects. Surfaces are not a signifi-
cant meansof transmission. The cleaning might acknowl-
edge the virus but it is misplaced and has been dubbed
"hygienethesatre’ . Startling, too, istheinadequacy of public
communicationson Covid-19. All too often, messaging
has been aimed at transferring responsibility to individu-
als. Pointing the finger at people who are obese, reluc-
tant to be vaccinated or unlucky enough to have severe
underlying conditions and telling them to be cautiousis
no substitute for what has been missing all along - an
effective strategy for getting the virus under control. The
devel oped countriesthat have controlled the virus, thus
saving lives, have also safeguarded their economies. The
UK government seems set on continuing its bumbling
and hesitant approach while engaging in a significant
restructuring of the NHS and what remains of the pub-
lic health system. Thefailingsto communicate clear and
consistent messages with appropriate public health con-
tent reflects the weakness of expert public health lead-
ership at the centre of government and the tendency of
the Conservative |leadership to regard anything to do with
public health as being areflection of the "nanny state".
The negative effect of the decline in the influence of
public health doctors within government should not be
underestimated. The post of chief medical officer aslead
adviser to government on health was created in the mid-
1800s. A public health physician - a medical doctor,
trained and experienced in population health - has al-
ways, until recently, occupied the post. In the past de-
cade, the public health orientation of the post has been
diminished by the appointment of doctorswith specialist
training in clinical medicine but not in public health medi-
cine. Thischange helpsto explain why preventive mea-
sures to halt Covid-19 have been inadequate and why
the government response has frequently been orientated
towards protecting the NHS rather than the
population.Covid news asit happened: caseratesrisein
92% of UK's local areas; Greece introduces fines for
issuing fake vaccination certificatesFurther, it is clear
that the government's plan will be focused on the do-
mestic. Theinward-looking approach to Covid hasbeen
shocking and therefusal to learn from the experience of
other countries is remarkable in a nation that has been
boasting of opening itself up to the world. The moveto-
wards universal booster doses of vaccine or adopting a
three-dose vaccination regime will put greater pressure
on supplies. The promises of the developed world to
share vaccineswith devel oping countrieswill be dented
significantly by the requirement for 50% more vaccine
than planned initially. The UK and the EU have shame-
fully opposed international demandsfor apatent waiver
to enabl e stepped-up vaccine production globally. Covid-
19 vaccines will become the most profitable pharma-
ceutical product of al time.

Men areinventing new excusesfor killing
women and judges arefalling for them

Ithough it takes some
ingenuity to kill a
woman and face no

penalty whatsoever, thejustice
system continues to ensure
that, for theright killing, inthe
right circumstances, the pun-
ishment - given theright judge
- could till beafraction of what
you might expect.Earlier this
year, for instance, thefive-year
term for a man who blamed
strangling hiswife, Ruth Will-
iams, on lockdown difficulties,
confirmed that being married to
your victim may actively - per-
haps counterintuitively -
heighten judicial compassion.
Judge Paul Thomas thought
Anthony Williams's mental
state must have been severely
affected, though this was con-
tradicted by apsychiatrist. The
court of appeal refused to in-
crease the sentence.A shorter
or sporadic relationship with
the victim also offers hope. In
May, Warren Coulton came
before Judge Simon Picken for
the manslaughter of Claire
Wright. She had been asphyxi-
ated in an episode of bondage
during which her reluctance
was recorded. Coulton, not
seeking medical help, left her
body for discovery by hotel
staff. Hegot six years.Yet more
mercifully, youmight think, Sam
Pybus was last week sen-
tenced to four years eight
monthsfor killing hisintermit-
tent sexual partner, Sophie
Moss. She was 33, the mother
of children aged fiveand six. In
avictim statement, her brother
James said: "We will never be
able to shake the belief that
whatever the nature of their re-
lationship, and her roleinit, that
shewasavictim, taken advan-

tage of and exploited, and was
subjected to an entirely avoid-
ableand infinitely tragic end.”
Its impact on the judge is pre-
sumably reflected in his
sentencing.Pybus, who was
married, had driven to see
Moss after drinking 24 bottles
of lager, strangled her when
they were having sex and, after
finding her dead, waited in his
car for 15 minutes before driv-
ing to apolice station. Paramed-
ics, when they were finally
called, could not resusci-
tate her. Pybus claimed

wards men who hurt or kill fe-
male partners, is how Judge
Paul Watson settled on afour-
year sentence. You could eas-
ily conclude that unprovable
claims about women's sexual
behaviour can still offset, at
least in the average judicial
mind, male culpability for ex-
treme violence, callousness
and recklessness.The four-
year sentence is less, it has
been pointed out, than Moss's
killer might have received for

=z Catherine Bennett

consider whether the sentence
was unduly lenient. The sen-
tencefails, shewrote, to reflect
the gravity of Moss's killing
and the criminal's "cynical
shifting of the responsibility
fromhimsdlf to her", whilesend-
ing out "the message that kill-
ing your girlfriend during sex
is a minor matter". The attor-
ney general has confirmed that
the sentence will be
reviewed.That this should be
required so soon after politi-
ciansfrom across parties
attempted to halt, via

the choking had been

consensua and that he did not
remember killing Moss; the
Crown Prosecution Service
found there was insufficient
evidence to prove he intended

tokill her. A mansaughter con-
viction still carries a possible
lifesentence AsHarriet Harman
says, the four-year sentence
for Sam Pybus sends out 'the
message that killing your girl-
friend during sex is a minor
matter'What remains bewil der-
ing, even given the grand judi-
cial tradition of sympathy to-

causing death by dangerous
driving. It is shorter than those
recently imposed on men for
accidentally killing other men
inpubfights. Infact, if thegov-

ernment fulfilsitseye-catching
scheme to treat pet abduction
as an especially harmful prop-
erty crime, which already car-
riesamaximum seven-year term,
the sentence could be dramati-
cally less than athief soon re-
ceives for taking somebody's
cockapoo.Harriet Harman has
asked the attorney genera to

changes to the new Do-
mestic Abuse Act, increasing
defendant recourse to "rough
sex" claims, suggests celebra-
tion over thisvictory may have
been premature.In fact, al-
though Pybus killed Moss be-
fore the act took effect, it is
unclear it would have made any
difference, it being already es-
tablished that a person cannot
consent to their serious harm
or killing. Nor can thewish for
murder charges in such cases
make this happen if the pros-
ecution can't proveintent. Also
unaffected by the Domestic
Abuse Act, Pybuss short sen-
tence constitutes, as Harman
says, an actively harmful,
trivialising statement on male
violence against women. If itis
not increased, maybe it, rather
than government's restatement
of existing law, should be un-
derstood asthe officia response
to demands for justice by the
admirable campaigning group
We Can't Consent to
This.Nothing, anyway, fromthe
Pybusjudge, seemslikely todi-
minish the popularity of "rough
sex" as just the latest euphe-
mism whereby a case of male

violence can be portrayed as
something other than part of a
relentless, gendered pattern.
Women may sometimesagreeto
participatein therisky, coercive
sex now depicted in mainstream
pornography: they are the only
ones who seem to dieinit. In
her important new book, Femi-
nism for Women, Julie Bindel
argues that old-style sexual as-
sault is now dressed up by men
as "sex-positive" experimenta-
tion. It spares them, she says,
"the cognitive dissonance of
apparently believing that ‘con-
sent matters' while proceeding
onthebasisthat 'no' means'con-
vince me".Pybus's short sen-
tence, which took into account
expressions of "genuine" re-
morse, and an early guilty plea,
could be seen asjust adifferent
expression of the misogyny that
has encouraged defendant allu-
sions to "rough” - asin poten-
tialy lethal towomen - sex. Cer-
tainly, it aso contributes to a
culture deeply desensitised to
the culling of women by male
partners. Although less so, it
turns out, to its rare opposite.
Justicefor Women draws atten-
tion to Emma-Jayne Magson's
recent minimum 17-year sen-
tencefor the murder of her abu-
sive boyfriend, who was - like
thewomen above - deprived of
medical attention. The judge,
Jeremy Baker, regretted her lack
of remorse.Many of usfeel the
same way, funnily enough,
about judicial behaviour over
theyears. Are any judges even
atiny bit sorry for theway their
colleagues haveindulged male
violence against women?
Right up to last week? It's not
too latetoask for it to be taken
into account.

These srange times have made
us expertsin lossand loneliness

oneliness, loss and re

L gret," said aheadlinelast
week, "what getting old
really feels like." Psychologist
Sam Carr and ateam at the Uni-
versity of Bath have conducted
80interviewsfor TheLoneliness
Project. Many feature men and
women whose lifetime partner
has died, as part of "a large-
scale, in-depth exploration of
how older people experience
lonelinessand what it meansfor
them”. On the whole, it seems,
when you mine the final de-
cades, it's grim.We know from
myriads of research that loneli-
ness and loss, accompanied by
decreasing physical abilities, un-
dercuts happiness, triggers de-
pression, exacerbates heart at-
tacksand paralysessocia skills
- to mention only a few of the
impacts on the human body and
soul.Yet, into the second year
of the pandemic, isn't that what
so many of ushave experienced,
regardless of how many years
we have clocked up? Minimal
engagement with others, hugely
diminished resources and, for
many, unexpected and searing
bereavements, traditionally re-
garded as the markers of age-
ing, have become a shared
experience.So, paradoxically,
out of so much loss and heart-
break, have we, perhaps, ac-
quired increased understanding
and empathy for what it means
to adjust to what we can't con-
trol - one of the main elements
of reaching the final years of
life? Can we more easily imag-
ine a better way to live?To be
able to imagine (reinforced by
necessity) that alternatives are
possible is, perhaps, the one
benevolent gift that the pan-
demic might have bestowed on
us - but only if that gift is
maximised beforeit isdestroyed
by a return to what is deemed
as""normal". Thewriter and hu-
man rights activist Arundhati
Roy has written that the pan-
demic has offered adisruption,
an opportunity, to "walk

through [the portal] lightly, with
little luggage, ready toimagine
another world. And ready to
fight for it". Last week, Sophia
Parker started a newly created
jobto dojust that. Sheisthe
emerging futures director at

wasn'tit created earlier? Often,
it's because the ingredients re-
quired have yet to come to-
gether. For Meals on Whesls,
for instance, it was the impact
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abolt cutter tomuch of society's
hardwiring. What is required
now, Mulgan writes, is "a dy-
namic way of thinking that
grasps tensions and contradic-
tions rather than wishing
them away". The Loneliness

the Joseph Rowntree Foun-
dation, a "social change
organisation”. It'sajobtitleeas-
ily mocked but, after the experi-
ence of the pandemic and, with
it, arapidly growing collective
awareness of the daunting con-
sequences of climate change,
rapid technological develop-
ments and much longer life ex-
pectancy, it hasitslogic.Theaim
isnot to 'do good' in the Victo-
rian sense but to show how re-
use and connection can replace
extraction, consumption and
individualismAn emerging fu-
tureisaready visiblein activi-
ties on the fringes of society
and, as personified in the
footballer Marcus Rashford,
centre pitch. In a seminal blog
that liftsthespirits, Parker writes:
"We are facing a set of social
evils that we seem unable to
tamewith the resourcesand tac-
tics we used in the past." She
wants the "hidden wiring", the
systems and structures that en-
tomb what we regard as "nor-
mal" and treated as fixed and
immutabl e, to beexposed. They
include ownership and how that
is shared across society, and
capital and assets and how they
flow between people. Sheargues
that, together with hope, "imagi-
nation seems to be an essential
muscle we need to build if we
are to escape the gravitational
pull of the status quo"”.Parker is
thefounder of Little Village, set
up in London in 2016. Operat-
ing likeafood bank, it provides
clothes, toysand equipment for
babies and children up to the
age of five. Similar baby banks,
now across the country, fill a
chasm the government should
be ashamed of. Likeall innova-
tions, once established, it seems
such an obvious idea, why

of an ageing population and the
risein car ownership.LittleVil-
lageisacharity but Parker'saim,
apart from providing what des-

perate parents require and oth-
ersareabletogive, isnotto"do
good" intheVictorian sense but
to demonstrate how "re-use,
community and connection”
can replace "extraction, con-
sumption and individualism™.
It'saglimpseof adifferent kind
of society, which prioritises
equality, relationships and the
value of care.Many are now at
work attemptingtovisualiseand
bring about afairer society that
redesignsthe 20th-century wel-
fare state based on free female
labour. They includemy former
boss, Sir Geoff Mulgan, profes-
sor of collective intelligence,
public policy and social inno-
vation at University College
London. No one pretends that
seeding a different perception
of what is"normal” iseasy - but
the pandemic has already taken

Project appearsto betrying
tothink dynamically about age-
ing. It is partnering with Guild
Living, which buildsretirement
communities, in "campus-style
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environments' at the centres of
towns, for those with sufficient
income attracted to living with
people their own age or older
who are keen to "never stop
starting".A similar plush estab-
lishment has opened near my
home in London, in a borough
dominated by the young. It un-
doubtedly suits some. For oth-
ers, it comes close to being the
kissof death. Arguably, wouldn't
it beso much moreimaginative
if the burgeoning industry of
senior upmarket residencies
offered the choice (availablein
Scandinavia and afew places
in Britain) of life lived
intergenerationally? Parker ac-
knowledgesthat attempting to
find abetter way tolook after the
planet and people's wellbeing
now and in the future, is, "dis-
orientating, confusing, messy".

But we have to have a go.The
latewriter and visionary Ursula
K LeGuinwrote: "Theexercise
of imagination is dangerousto
those who profit from the way
things are because it has the
power to show that the way
things are is not permanent,
not universal, not necessary".
Post-pandemic, darethe future
be bright?

T

... No one pretends
that seeding a
different percep-
tion of what is
"normal" is easy -
but the pandemic
has already taken
a bolt cutter to
much of society's
hardwiring. What
isrequired now,
Mulgan writes, is
"a dynamic way of
thinking that
grasps tensions
and contradictions
rather than wish-
ing them away" ...
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Guwahati, Sep 12: Medica
Cancer Hospitalhas intro-
duced a high-end radio-
therapy machine Halcyon
with Image-guided radiation
therapy (IGRT) & Intensity-
modul ated radiation
therapy (IMRT), toitscon-
siderable bouquet of ad-
vanced services offered.
With cancer incidencerates
at double the nationa av-
erage, calling North-East
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India 'the cancer capital’ is
no longer an exaggeration.
According to the Indian
Council of Medical Re-
search (ICMR), the national
average of reported cancer
incidences is 80-110 cases
per lakh population, this
number variesbetween 150-
200 cases per lakh in the
North-East. Within the re-
gion, specific districtssuch
as Aizawl (Mizoram) and
Papumpare (Arunachal
Pradesh) have reported the
highest age-adjusted can-
cer incidence rates within
this regional belt. Aside
from these regions, the
state of Nagaland collec-

Medica Cancer Hospital dedicates Halcyon
machine for advanced cancer treatment

tively hits a close second,
with a population of just
about 20 lakhs, and almost
1,300 reported casesof can-
cer every year. Reports
suggests that in North-

Eastern regionone in four
men and onein fivewomen,
respectively, are expected
to get cancer. To mitigate
this lack of proper cancer
treatment, Medica Cancer
Hospitalhas implemented
multiple advanced tech-
nologies and the latest in-
clusion of Halcyonmakes
them the best state-of-the-
art treatment centrefor can-
cer not only in North-East
India but also the
neighbouring countries.
The Halcyon Radiation
Therapy system'’s targeted
therapy ensures that dam-
age to healthy tissues sur-
rounding the tumour can be

further avoided or
minimised, whichisof great
benefit in cases such as
cancer of the head and
neck, prostate, lungs etc.
The precisely delivered ra-

diation with a tight focus
prevents damageto healthy
tissues and hence reduces
side effects of cancer treat-
ment. The advanced sys-
tem also ensures comple-
tion of treatment in fewer
steps as compared to the
older radiation therapy
system.Through use of in-
telligent automation,it re-
duces the treatment time
and makes the therapy
more comfortable for the
patient. Speaking on the
occasion, Dr. Sourav Duitta,
Director Medica Cancer
Hospitals, said " Medica
shall bring latest technolo-
giesin our cancer hospital

ThumsUp partnerswith Jasprit Bumrah

New Dehi, September 12:
ThumsUp, Coca-Colandiads
home-grown brand, has
partneredwith ICC (Interna
tional Cricket Council) asan
exclusivenon-dcoholic bev-
eragepartner. After celebrat-
ing real heroism with
#PdatDeand#TaanePdaDe
campaigns at Tokyo Olym-
pics and Paralympic Games
2020, Thums Up continues
to narratestories of strength,
resilience and heroism
through its association with
ICC Men's T20 World Cup
and the Indian fast bowler -
Jasprit Bumrah. The ICC
Men's T20 World Cup 2021
will take place in UAE and
Omanfrom 17 October till 14
November. The Coca-Cola
Company hasalong history
of sponsoring major sport-
ing eventsaround theworld.
The Coca-Cola Company
has an eight-decade long
association with Olympics,
four decades with the FIFA
and nearly 25 years with
World Cup Rugby. These
associations with sporting
events underscore the
company's philosophy of
endeavoring to be a part of
the joyous moments and oc-
casions of its consumers.
Announcing the partnership,
Arnab Roy, Vice President
and Head-Marketing, Coca
Cola India and SouthWest
Asasad, "Cricketisashared
passion and one of the most
popular sports connecting
over a hillion Indian fans,
across gender, generations
and cultures. In-linewith our
history of partnering with
global sporting events and
our association with the
Tokyo Olympics and
Paralympics 2020, our stra-
tegic partnership with 1CC,
reinforcesour commitment to
refresh viewersand enhance
their entertainment experi-
ences. The brand continues
to pay an ode to the hard
work, determination and
overcoming of multiplechal-
lengesby our playerstorep-
resent Indiaat such presti-
gious sporting events. We
areproud to wel come Jasprit
Bumrah, one of the best fast
bowlersin the world, to the
Thums Up family. His
struggles and life journey
embodies the spirit of the
brand and will resonate with

sports fans around the
world." Speaking about the
partnership, Jasprit Bumrah,
said, "l am absolutely de-
lighted to be associated with
Thums Upandproviding a
platform toplayers to share
their journeys and givethe
nation a chance to celebrate
their achievements and up-
lift their spirits. The brand
isfocusedon associating
with global sporting
eventsand saluting the
strength and heroism of real
people-theplayers. believe
this is an ideal partnership
that brings out the natural
connect with cricket fansand
showcasestheresilienceand
hard work that playerscom-
ing from varied back-
grounds, put in to overcome
their challenges
andrepresent our country."
Through this campaign,
ThumsUp amsto showcase
the arduous journey of
Jasprit Bumrah, who against
all odds and undesirable
opinions, stays committed
and rises up to the occasion,
by becoming one of the best
bowlers in the world. The
campaignasofesturesasmi-
lar video which showcases
the story of Mohammed
Sirgj, theIndian fast bowler.
Itincludesaseriesof videos
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and related visuas for digi-
tal and social mediato keep
the audiences connected
withthel CCMen'sT20Word
Cup. The campaignwill aso
giveviewersachanceto meet
Jasprit Bumrah and
Mohammed Sirgj dongwith
chances to win other excit-
ing prizes. The video cam-
paign effectively alignswith
Thums Up's brand message
of 'real heroism', resilience
and strength against the
backdrop of theingpirational
tagline- Apni Pace Se, India
Ka GameiPaatDe. Sukesh

Nayak, Chief Creetive Officer,
Ogilvy India said,"We love
cricket andweadmiretheqgrit,
hard work and determination
of our players, who overcome
everything to play for the
country. After Olympicsand
Pardympics, in the third in-
sament of the#Pd atDecam-
paign, wewill becelebrating
thevictoriesof our cricketing
heroes over their naysayers'
ThelCCistheglobd govern-
ing body for cricket. Repre-
senting 106 members, thel CC
governs and administrates
the game and is responsible
for thestaging of mgjor inter-
national tournamentsinclud-
ingthel CC Men'sWorld Cup
andWomen'sWorld Cup and
the ICC Men'sand Women's
T20World Cupsaswell asall
associated qudifying events.
The ICC presides over the
ICC Code of Conduct which
sets the professiona stan-
dards of discipline for inter-
national cricket, playing con-
ditions, bowling reviewsand
other ICC regulations. The
Lawsof thegameremainun-
der the auspicesof theMCC.
The ICC also appoints the
umpiresand refereesthat of-
ficiate at all sanctioned Test
matches, One Day Interna-
tional and Twenty20
Internationals. Through the

Anti-Corruption Unit it co-
ordinates action against
corruption and match fix-
ing. The | CC Development
department workswithAs-
sociate Members to im-
prove the quality of inter-
national cricket, build bet-
ter cricket systems, get
more people playing cricket
and grow the game. Coca-
Colain Indiais one of the
country'sleading beverage
companies, offering arange
of healthy, safe, high-qual-
ity, refreshing beverage op-
tions to consumers.

here so that peoplefrom this
region and nearby
neighbouring states do not
have to travel to other
states for treatment. We
shall offer al these treat-
ment at an affordable cost
whichwill bebeneficial for
the people." Dr Alok Roy,
Chairman MedicaGroup of
Hospitals & Chair FICCI
health Services Committee,
averred, "Medica Group of
Hosgpital s, has always been
the forerunner when it
comes to advancement of
technology. At Medica
Cancer Hospital, we have
alwaysbeen aleader inen-
hancing cancer treatment in
North-East and rest of In-
dia and have consistently
remained atrailblazer in de-
livering state-of-the-art
healthcare to our patients
not only from Indiabut also
our neighbouring counties
like Nepal, Bhutan and
Bangladesh. The Halcyon
Radiation Therapy system
is designed around the pa-
tient with the assurance of
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an enhanced connection,
that allows our oncology
teamto deliver exceptional
treatment with increased
efficiency in alessintimi-
dating environment that is
comfortable and reassuring
to the patients." Dr Alok
Royalso stated,"The health
infrastructurein most of the
North-Eastern states and
our neighbouring countries
like Nepal, Bhutan,
Bangladesh and
Myanmarare not so well
equipped to treat this
caseload, which forces pa
tients to travel long dis-
tancesfor trestment. Cancer-
carefacilitiesarelimitedtoa
handful of mgjor cities, and
patients need to make long,
arduousjourneysto tertiary
carefacilitiesfor proper di-
agnosis or medical care. In
addition to speciaised medi-
cal care, cancer patients
need clean surroundings to
avoid secondary infections,
to which they are prone be-
causetheirimmunesystems
are compromised by treat-

ments such as chemo-
therapy and radiation
therapy. These are not al-
ways and readily available.
On behalf of Medica Can-
cer Hospital, | will urgethe
citizens not to neglect can-
cer and get the treatment as
early as possible before it
getstoo late" The Halcyon
system hasmullti ple benefits
including automated treat-
ment, comfort for the patient,
ease of usefor the oncology
team, and accelerated instal -
lation timeframewith short-
ening of timefrom installa-
tion to first treatment with-
out sacrificing quality. The
system simplifies and en-
hances every aspect of the
radiation therapy process,
withimage-guidanceandin-
tensity-modulation radio-
therapy (IMRT) that im-
proves patient comfort.
With a streamlined
workflow, theHalcyon sys-
temrequiresjust nine steps
from the start to the end of
treatment compared to up
to more than 30 steps with

older technologies. Theim-
proved workflow increases
theefficiency. Standardized
workflowsare easy to mas-
ter, so clinicians can spend
moretimewith patients. An
integrated intercom enables
immediate and clear com-
munication between the
therapist and the patient.
The quiet system with
smooth motion and easy
access keeps patients re-
laxed and focused. The 100
cm. diameter bore with in-
tegrated ambient lighting
prevents claustrophobia.
The unique and innovative
design of the Halcyon sys-
temallowsclinicianstotreat
patients quickly and mini-
mize motion, which is ex-
tremely important when
treating patientswith pelvic
tumours such as prostate
cancer and cervical cancer.
The short treatment times
could dso eiminatetheneed
for breath holdstraditionally
required during breast,
esophageal and lung cancer
treatments. Medica Cancer

Hospital, the solo Cancer
hospital in the North-East
region comprising North
Bengal, Sikkim, Bhutan,
Nepal and East Bihar isa50-
bed hospital situated amere
14kms from the heart of
Siliguri. The advanced can-
cer care hospital has been
able to successfully fill a
huge void in the healthcare
facility of thisregion where
state-of-the-art Radiation
Therapy, as a part of com-
prehensive cancer trestment,
was lacking. The services
offered here include Radia-
tion Oncology, Surgica On-
cology and Medica Oncol-
ogy, with 24x7 availability of
Specidists MedicaGroup of
Hospitals, one of the major
and fast-growing chains of
hospitals in Eastern India
today, hasbuilt and managed
numerous hedlthcare facili-
tiesacrossthe Easternregion
over the past few years. The
hedlthcarechainlaunchedits
operations with Medica
NorthBengd Clinic(MNBC)
in Siliguri in 2008 and soon
followed up withitsflagship
Hospital - Medica
Superspecialty Hospital
(MSH) - inKolkatain 2010.
The group has footprints in
West Bengal, Jharkhand,
Odisha, Bihar, and Assam.

years after 9/11, one of the last U.S

Marines killed in Afghanistan comes home

Lawrence, September 12:
U.S. Marine Sergeant
Johanny Rosario returned
to her hometown in Mas-
sachusetts in a casket on
Saturday, one of the last
American servicemembers
killed in Afghanistan dur-
ing awar set in motion ex-
actly two decades ago by
the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks.
Several hundred people
gathered near the Farrah
Funera Homein Lawrence,
Mass., where Rosario's re-
mains arrived in a black
hearse with apolice motor-
cycle escort. Marines in
dress uniform carried the
casket into the funeral
home, as veterans in the
crowd, some of whom had
not wornauniforminyears,
snapped to attention. "We
came out because she is a
herotous," said Mary Beth
Chosse, who waited for
several hours with her 12-
year-old son, Gavin.
Chosse's older son is a
Marine on active duty.
"Sergeant Rosario's sacri-
fice and bravery should a-
ways be remembered.”
Rosario, 25, wasamong 13
U.S. servicememberskilled
inanAug. 26 suicidebomb-
ing outside the Hamid
Karzai International Airport
in Afghanistan's capital
Kabul. She was helping to
screen evacuees at acheck-
point at theairport's Abbey
Gatewhen thebomb ripped
through acrowd. Scores of

Afghansalsowerekilledin
the attack. The last U.S.
troops left Afghanistan
four dayslater. About 7,100
U.S. military personnel
havebeenkilledin conflicts
tied to the Sept. 11 attacks,
with about 2,500 of those
deaths happening in Af-
ghanistan, according to the
Costs of War project at
Brown University'sWatson
Institute. Thefinancial cost
of those conflicts runs to
nearly $6 trillion, according
to the project. Like many
Americans, ShellaArias, 41,
remembersSept. 11, 2001in
vivid detail. Shewaset ahair
saloninLawrencewhen she
watched the twin towers of
New York's World Trade
Center collapse after al
Qaedahijackersseized con-
trol of two airplanes and
crashed them into the build-
ings. Hijacked airplanes
would aso crash into the
Pentagon outside Wash-
ington and a field in
Shanksville, Pennsylvania.
Arias soon after enlisted in
the U.S. Army, leaving a
comfortable, steady job as
aclerk in Lawrence'swater
department tojoin themili-
tary effort to root out al
Qaeda. "Therewasno ques-
tion that | had to serve”
Arias said. "I'm sure
Johanny Rosario felt the
same way." Rosario, who
was 5-years-old when the
attacks occurred, would
begin her service years

later, when the United
States was aready deeply
involved in Afghanistan.
Shortly after graduating
from high school in 2014,
she enlisted and landed

ing and reconciling some
$400,000 worth of open
supply requisitions. On
Saturday, a group of her
friendsfrom LawrenceHigh
School huddled near the

community, Rosario'sroots
extend to the Dominican
Republic and Puerto Rico,
said William Lantigua, a
former mayor of the city
who knows her family.

with the 5th Marine Expe-
ditionary Brigade. Eventu-
ally she would become a
supply chief, arole usualy
held by amore senior non-
commissioned officer, ac-
cording tothe Marines, and
volunteered to be a mem-
ber of the female engage-
ment team to interact with
Afghan women, barred by
local custom fromtalking to
male strangers. Just three
months before her death,
shewasrecognized with an
award for her attention to
detail and expertiseintrack-
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steps of the funeral home.
Wearing black face masks,
they spoke of Rosario'sde-
sire to serve her country,
take college coursesand fi-
nancially support her fam-
ily. Oneof thewomen, who
like the others declined to
give her name, cradled a
framed pictureof Rosarioin
aformal gown. "l can't talk.
| would just cry," the
woman said. Like many
residents in Lawrence, a
working-classcity about 30
miles (48 km) north of Bos-
ton with a strong Hispanic

Rosario is survived by her
mother and a younger sis-
ter. On Saturday, Maria
Ogando joined the crowd
gathered to pay tribute to
Rosario after driving an
hour from Worcester, Mas-
sachusetts with her family.
Her daughter, 9-year-old
Kayla, wore a T-shirt with
Rosario's full name on the
back. "Sheisahero and it
isvery sad for meto seeher
pass away," Kayla said.
"But | will always remem-
ber her name and what she
did for our country."

Centre wants EV maker to start produc-
tion in India before asking for tax sops

New Delhi, Sep 12: Tedais
gtriving hard to make an en-
try into India's automobile
market. However, the
carmaker recently urged the
government tolower theim-
portratesoneectricvehicles.
Theplanwassmple-firstto
import and test the appetite
of Indian auto-owners for
Teda vehicles before start-
ing production localy. How-
ever, in what could be a
shocker for Teda, the heavy
industries ministry has re-
portedly asked US-based
electriccar mgjor tofirst start

manufacturingitsiconicelec-
tric vehiclesin India before
any tax concessions can be
considered, according to a
PTI report which quoted un-
named government sources.
Currently, the Centre is not
offering any concessionsfor
the import of fuel-based or
electric vehicles. Moreover,
the government is reported
to be of the view that giving
such concessions will not
send a good signd to other
companies that have in-
vested hillions of dollarsin
India. Currently, thecarsthat

areimportedinIndiaascom-
pletely built unlts(CBUs) a-
tract customs duty ranging
from 60 per cent to 100 per
cent. Thetax dependsonthe
engine size and cost, insur-
anceandfreight (CIF) vaue.
Tedahad asked the govern-
ment to lower the taxes on
theimport of dectricvehicles
(EVs) inIndia. Previous re-
ports had suggested that the
Centre was willing to offer
sops on the import of elec-
tric vehicles. Also Read:
DHFL insolvency case:
Heré'swhy RBI's IBC route
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didntwork well for thelender
Meanwhile, Tesla has re-
cently passed the homol oga-
tion stagefor dl thefour mod-

elsivariantsit had sought ap-
proval forinIndia, whichba-
sicdly means they are ready
for launch in the country.

Yahoo appointed CEO Jim Lanzone

New Delhi, Sep 12: Tinder
CEOJm Lanzonwashamed
as the new CEO of Yahoo.
Hisappointment comesdays
after Apollo global manage-
ment Inc. Completeditspur-
chase of Verizon media$5
billion acquisition of shares
in the media was completed
on September 1st. After

whichApollorenamedit Ya
hoo after Verizon's iconic
digital brand. Other brands
under Verizon Media are
AOL, MarkersRyot, Flurry
and TechCrunch. Apollo is
planning to grow itsoffering
like Yahoo Finance and Ya-
hoo Sports through various
initiatives like subscription

aswell asfocusing onadver-
tising and E-commerceplat-
forms. Rennate Naybrog,
Tinder genera manager in
Europe, Middle East and Af-
ricaRegionwill bereplacing
LanzonasTinder'sCEQ. She
will also be the first woman
to take that job since the
company'sinceptionin2012.

Yahoo.com, which competes
with more recent abeit big-
ger players including
Google and Facebook, is
among the top five most
visited websites in the
United States and among
top 20in theworld, accord-
ing to Alexalnternet, aweb
traffic analysis firm. Also

Read: DHFL insolvency
case: Hereswhy RBI'sIBC
routedidn't work well for the
lender Lanzone replaces
Guru Gowrappan, who led
Verizon's media business
since 2018 and has now
been named senior adviser
to Apollo’s private equity
business.
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CM Dr. Sarma reviews Inland
Water Transport (IWT)

during departure and arrival of the ferries. The magistrate will submit the
daily report to the concerned DC. Ticket will beissued to every passenger
and hisname, addressand contract number will be maintained in theregister
before boarding the vessel. In order to avoid conflict of interest and other
difficulties, the fuel for vessels will be made free from the ceiling by the
Finance Department. Deputy Commissioner (DC) Majuli and Jorhat will fre-
quently visit and inspect the arrangement made at the Ghats. Director, IWT
and other senior officialsof IWT and Transport Dept will regularly visit the
Ghat to ensure that the ferry services are operating smoothly. Basic ameni-
ties like toilet, drinking water, waiting area shed etc. shall be provided at
each ghat. Safety audit shall be carried out for vessels by competent IWT
Officials before being put to use. The vessels shall be inspected for their
overall fitness, availability of firefighting and lifesaving equipment, compe-
tency of crew members etc. These certifications shall be recorded in the
surveyor declaration form beforeissuing survey certificate and registration
certificate. Safety announcementsare given by the master of theferry through
aloud hailer on the do’s and don’ts, emergency procedure, procedure for
wearing alife jacket, handling of life- buoy etc. Written script will be pro-
vided and promulgated by IWT. There should be onelife-buoy ring against
four passengers. The life-buoys should have a rope attached having at
least 30 feet length. Theseto be kept on the guard railsfor immediate throw-
ing towards peoplein the water. Vessels should be equipped with the loud
hailer, siren, aldislight, whistle, cell phoneetc. Reliable communication net-
work should be maintained between the master and in-charge of the ghat
and they should regularly remain in contact over phone. SIM cards will be
provided by the government to the master and in-charge of the ghat. PA
systems should be used to make passenger safety related announcements
at the ghats and inside the vessels. First aid boxes should be available on
thevessels. Every boat should have aminimum of two anchorswith flexible
manila rope and more than 10 percent of the strands of each rope which
should not be damaged. There should be one CO 2 and one foam type fire
extinguisher in the engine room space. Suitable anchoring equipment to be
available on board, such as anchor, cables, ropes etc. to prevent drifting of
vessels during calm weather in general and cyclonic conditionsin particu-
lar. Training of all the masters and crew to be undertaken on the basic
navigation stability, related rulesin the water, firefighting, emergency op-
eration etc. One SDRF team will be stationed at Majuli and it will bekeptin
readiness to respond to any emergent situation. Each vessel must have a
signboard prominently displaying theload capacity of passengers, bicycle,
motorcycle, car, truck and other permissibleitems etc. Overloading should
not be allowed under any circumstances. Master (In-charge of the Boat) of
passenger ferry will not be allowed to be changed without prior approval of
competent authority of the IWT. Medical campswill be set up at the ghats
and ANM will be detailed with necessary medicinesetc. Moreover, besides
the above, the meeting also decided on a series of measures to streamline
ferry service and enhance the safety acrossthe state. Government will pro-
vide marine enginesto 850 private passenger vessels, free of cost, that have
applied under the Jibondinga Scheme. Marine Engine will be fitted after a
survey of the fitness of the boat by the surveyor appointed by DIWT
Assam. DIWTA in consultation with DC concerned will assesstherequire-
ment for more than one ramp /temporary jetties at each Ghat and arrange to
construct accordingly. DC, DIWTA and other senior officerswill frequently
visit and inspect the arrangements made at the ghatsto ensure that the ferry
services are operating smoothly. Principal Secretary Transport Dr. KK
Dwivedi, Principal Secretary to the Chief Minister Samir Kumar Sinha, Com-
missioner Transport Adil Khan and other senior officers of transport de-
partment were present at the meeting.

Modi govt proposes 15.6-km twin

DPR, it was decided that NHIDCL should go ahead withits proposed project
asits DPR wasin advanced stage of preparation.If the project gets cleared,
it will be the second twin-tunnel that will be constructed under ariver in
India. Another twin-tunnel project, though not a road tunnel, is currently
underway in Kolkata - a 10.8-km stretch of the East-West metro corridor
under the Howrah.The proposed four-lane tunnel under the Brahmaputra
river will be constructed using tunnel boring machines. It is expected to be
completed intwo years after work starts. The tunnelswill have an electrical
substation, sensors and CCTV sto monitor vehicular movement. "Both the
tunnelswill be inter-connected to help in evacuation in case of an accident
or any other emergency," an NHIDCL official said on condition of
anonymity.Originally, NHIDCL had proposed to build a four-lane bridge
acrossthe Brahmaputrato link Gohpur and Numaligarh. "But in 2019, it was
decided to construct a twin tube tunnel because it was considered to be
strategically more useful in case of war or any other external exigencies,”
said asecond road ministry official who didn't wish to be named. Currently,
there arefive bridges across the Brahmaputrawhile one moreisunder con-
struction and another isbeing planned.Asof now, it takes approximately six
hoursto cover the nearly 223-km distance from Numaligarh to Gohpur. There
is a two-lane road adjacent to the Kaziranga wildlife sanctuary, which is
prone to massive traffic congestion. It is also a circuitous route leading to
longer travel time.However, NHIDCL officialssaid that once the greenfield
alignment under the river is completed, the distance between Numaligarh
and Gohpur will reduceto 35 km and it will take under an hour to cover the
stretch." The road project will improve connectivity between the north and
south side of Brahmaputraand will result in greater economic devel opment
intheregion," added the NHIDCL official quoted above.

Six persons have been arrested in

downstream.Meanwhile, search and rescue operationsfor the last missing per-
son are underway by ateam of NDRF and SDRF.

Assam organisations plan stir against

theproject site against the NHPC from September 20. So far, 22 organisations
have expressed support,” Asom Jatiyabadi Yuba Chhatra Parishad (AJY CP)
leader Palash Changmai said. The AJY CP on Saturday organised a public
meeting where geological and hydrological experts underlined thethreat to
areas downstream of the NHPC project. Leaders of the 22 organisations
such asAll Assam Students Union and All Assam Adivasi Students' Asso-
ciation attended the meeting. According to the AJY CP, work on the project
was resumed without consulting 965 villages across four districts down-
stream of the project, as had been agreed upon in 2014. These districts are
Biswanath, Dhemgji, Lakhimpur and Magjuli.Because of thedelay in comple-
tion, the NHPC has been losing an estimated ?10 crore per day on the
project estimated to cost 220,000 crore on compl etion.

Assam Don Bosco University to

students. A range of financial assistance is offered depending on merit,
economic background and reservation status,” he told reporters. "As co-
curricular activitiesare hugely encouraged by us, wewill offer scholarships
worth Rs 10.4 lakh under the sports quota, and provide scholarships to
talented students under the cultural quota, too," he said.The vice-chancel-
lor said usually 1,300-1,400 students, including those for online courses,
avail the assistance. TheADBU coversall its45 coursesin various streams
under the scholarship programme, which will befunded by amix of internal
reserve, industry tie-ups and government contributions, Mavely said.On
placements of students, he said the varsity has a record of 74 per cent
recruitment, while it has supported new ventures across the northeast by
putting in Rs 22 crore through the incubation cell. Earlier, another private
institute Assam down town University (AdtU) launched its maiden schol ar-
ship programme of up to Rs 1 crore for meritorious students from humble
backgrounds across the country.

Pak |SI Chief Meets Intelligence

tween the Taliban and the Pakistan is considered to be on the recent cabinet
formation in Afghanistan wherethe ISl chief proposed names from Haggani and
Quetta shura. The Taliban commander is heard saying that Faiz Hameed, the
Punjabi General has created major problem for them.The hardline | slamistsretook
power onAugust 15, after alightning offensivethat capitalised on the chaotic last
weeks of the 20-year US-led occupation that followed the 2001 attacks. While
speculation was rife that the Taliban may use the September 11 anniversary to
swear in their new government, but the day unfolded without formal
recognition.According to areport by Reuters, Russiahad said on Friday it would
not take part in any way in the Taliban government's inauguration ceremony.
Meanwhile, Chinahas been keen to play apart in the new Afghan regime. Ahead
of the Taliban takeover of Afghanistan, China had hosted top Taliban leadersled
by Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar, the group's chief negotiator. China's Foreign
Minister Wang Yi had said during the Taliban delegation's July visit to Tianjin
that the " Taliban are apivota military and political forcein Afghanistan™.Pakistan
and China have both geopolitical and economic gainsfrom playing their handsin
the new Afghan regime. Reports state how Pakistan-based terrorist organisations
Jaish-e-Mohammad and Lashkar-e-Taiba have increased attempts to push re-
cruitsinto Jammu and Kashmir, taking advantage of ashift in international focus
onAfghanistan and abuzz over "victories' of Islamist forces. Also, terror launch-
pads near the border have reopened, and infiltration hasincreased, with agencies
warning that this could indicate an attempt by Pakistan to exploit Afghanistan's
advancements.As soon as the Taliban seized control of Afghanistan in the third
week of August, the leader of Pakistan's Jaish-e-M ohammed, Maulana Masood
Azhar, went to Kandahar to ask for cooperation in fomenting terrorismin Jammu
and Kashmir, India Today had reported, quoting sources.The Taliban's survival
will be heavily reliant on China's economic and political support. Pakistanisina
major economic crisis and will be unable to assist with Afghan reconstruction.
Western governments will be hesitant to grant unconditional development sup-
port. In exchange for access to Afghan mineral riches, China, on the other side,
can invest significant economic resources.Furthermore, China has made signifi-
cant investments in Pakistan and Central Asian Republics under the auspices of
the BRI. Relations between Chinaand Iran area so improving. Overall, Chinahas
economic clout with all of Afghanistan's neighbours. Asaresult, China can per-
suade Afghanistan's neighbours to work with the Taliban leadership.

Centre will provide financial as

among people and people get to know about its various facilities. He has played
ahugerolein popularising Yogaglobally over thelast few years. | wish that weall
areabletofulfil the PrimeMinister vision inthe North-East.” Sonowal attended a
conferenceon 'Diverse and Fulfilling Career Pathsin AY USH Systems Education,
Entrepreneurship and Employment Focus on North-Eastern States. This confer-
ence was attended by officialsfrom Ayush Ministry and various other Ayurveda,
Yoga, Naturopathy, Unani, Siddhaand Sowa-Rigpainstitutesfromall over India.

BhupendraPatel named next Gujar at

opment Authority. Commenting on his successor, Rupani said, "Bhupendra Patel is
capable. We believe BJP will win the upcoming elections in the state under his
leadership."Union Minister and BJP leader Bhupender Yadav told reportersthat the
leaders will meet the Gujarat Governor a 6 pm today. "We will be going to the Raj
Bhavan at 6 pm. We will be meeting the governor regarding the appointment of the
new Gujarat CM," ANI quoted him assaying. Inasurprissmove, Vijay Rupani had met
state Governor Acharya Devvrat and tendered his resignation as Gujarat CM on
Saturday. "Tofurther devel op the state, with new energy and power, | havedecided to
resign as Chief Minister," hetold the reporters. With hisresignation, Rupani became
thefourth BJP'schief minister to bereplaced inthelast six months. Earlier, Trivendra
Singh Rawat and Tirath Singh Rawat in Uttarakhand and BS Yediyurappain Karnataka
werereplaced fromthe CM posts. Thenamesof Gujarat Deputy CM Nitin Patel, state
agriculture minister RC Faldu, Union ministers Purshottam Rupala and Mansukh
Mandaviya were doing rounds as successors of Rupani. "Names of Patel, Fadu,
Rupalaand Mandaviyaarebeing discussed. But itisimpossibleto say whowill bethe
chief minister asthedecision will betaken by Prime Minister NarendraModi," aBJP
leader had told.

Covishidd vaccinesde-effects; 4
new s de-effectsdiscovered with
theAstrazenecaCQOV D shot

New Delhi, September 12 : Side-effects associated with COVID-19 vaccine shots
have been widely discussed ever since the vaccines were first pushed into usage.
With the Oxford-Astrazenecavaccine particularly, side-effectshave been alittle con-
cerning, with preliminary reportsindicating alikelihood of the vaccine causing rare
neurological complications and arisk of blood clotting disorders as well.While the
vaccine, backed by a traditionally-used, safer vaccine technology, instructs the im-
mune cells to cause mild 'flu-like' reactions in most cases, post-vaccination side-
effectswith thevaccine, which, marked for usein Indiaas Covishield can aso play out
differently for every individual . Now, newer reports have highlighted that thevaccine
canalso causeahogt of different symptomswhich need to belooked for. With booster
vaccine shots also being considered for use, knowing, and being aware of possible
side-effects can help aperson weigh their risksaswell. With more people continueto
be jabbed, newer side-effects are aso coming into play:Although not a classically-
defined side-effect associated with the vaccine, a few reports have found out that
getting the COVID-19 jab can make some experiencealevel of painintheir legs, and
arms. Whileit'snot uncommonto experiencealittle pain and discomfort inthearmthat
you have received the vaccine shot in (local side-effect), leg pain could stem from
muscle pain, whichisaside-effect that isassociated with most vaccines. Theleg pain
and tiredness can strike in both legs, along with joint pain and tiredness. If the pain
persistsin asingle leg, clinical advice may be needed.While vaccines are known to
cause flu-like symptoms (such as afever, chills and body pain), according to Euro-
pean Medica Authorities, viral influenza-like symptoms, which could cause certain
symptoms that affect the nose and the threat have been aso found to afflict some
people. It may not happen with everyone, but can be a side-effect to watch for.
Therefore, if you do happento develop afever, chills, muscle pain, sneezing or some
level of congestion, it may betaken to bea COVID-19 vaccine side-effect right now.
Earlier studies have aso indicated that sneezing is a rare side-effect felt by those
vaccinated beneficiarieswho may have had COVID-19 before.Experiencing nausea,
abdominal cramps can too betwo side-effectsthat can strike after vaccination. While
these digestive symptoms have been previoudy noted with other COVID vaccines,
authoritieshave now found that these s de-effects can al so be commonwith Covishield,
or Astrazeneca vaccine. One can feel a certain discomfort, queasiness or an urge to
vomit after getting the vaccine shot. Thisside-effect isalso morelikely to occur with
the first vaccine dose, rather than the second one.Some beneficiaries also report
being unableto eat well, or feeling asense of losing their appetitefor acouple of days
after being vaccinated with the Oxford-Astrazenecavaccine dose. A lossor experienc-
ing a change in appetite is dso common with alot of flu-like illnesses as well as
COVID-19, so make sureyou keep yourself well-fed and minimizetheintensity of the
side-effectsWhile certain side-effects like blood clots, seizures, intense headaches
and allergic reactions can be alarming signs post-vaccination, the newer side-effects
may not be adverseside-effects, and aremorelikely to bean extension of flu-likeside-
effects noted with the administration of Covishield vaccine.

ldea of India and Bharat : An
exchange between Shashi
Tharoor and J Sai Deepak

Chennai, September 12 : It was an enlightening exchange of ideas, ideolo-
gies, belief systemsand factslike no other - renowned Author, former I nter-
national Diplomat and Parliamentarian Dr. Shashi Tharoor on one end and
famed Supreme Court Advocate, Best-selling Author on debut J Sai Deepak
on the other. In Chennai to launch hislatest book, 'The Battle of Belonging',
Dr. Tharoor took part in a discussion with J Sai Deepak, who himself had
recently launched his own book ‘Indiathat is Bharat' (as said in Article 1 of
the Constitution). Asthe session moderator, Dr. Nanditha K rishna, President
CP Ramaswamy Aiyar Foundation, set the tone and expectations high by
indicating how the respective author's books were antithetical to each other.
Elaborating on hislatest work, Dr. Tharoor said it was his personal meditation
on Nationalism and how the idea applies in the Indian context. His work
delvesdeep into Global literature on Nationalism and belonging, the kinds of
Nationalism, thethin line between Nationalism and Patriotism. He explained
that, Patriotism is love for your country such that you belong to it and it
belongstoyou, likeamother'slove. " A Patriot lovesthe country inan uncriti-
cal way, evenif there's nothing appealing about it to a stranger. Nationalism
isthe idea of a country that is represented as state, flag, army, ruling ethos
and aNationalist defines allegiance and opposition to others. While the two
may seem fairly similar, thedifferenceisthat - aPatriot isprepared to diefor
his country; a nationalist is prepared kill for his state," he distinguished.
However, he aso touches upon the Nationalism linked to identity (birth,
blood, religion) and also Civic nationalism that is not anchored in identity
(which is anchored in Constitutions and institutions and implies voluntary
participation in Civic society). Regarding Indian Nationalism, Tharoor said
that it was a Civic Nationalism, as India's freedom struggle was meant for
everyone. Referring to the discussions during the formative stages of the
Indian Constitution, Tharoor said that I ndiawas meant to be a Civic Nation-
alism of equal rights. He added that the idea of India guaranteed people
Freedomsof Religion, Worship, Expression, Propagation of religion and Equal-
ity of citizens, irrespective of their differences. Tharoor also went on to men-
tion an alternative idea of India- Hindi, Hindu, Hindustan, where the Indian
Constitution had to be written for the Hindu people, instead of for al(which
he attributesto Savarkar, Golwalkar and Deen Dayal Upadhyay).Sai Deepak
started off by saying that his own book was aninadvertent rebuttal to Tharoor's
book. He corrected Tharoor regarding the proposition that the term and idea
of Hindutvawere coined by Savarkar. Instead, he said Chandranath Basu in
1892 had coined the term and elaborated on it, viaan essay on Hindutva. He
added that a school of thought approached Bharat's experience of colonial-
ism and ignored the scholarship of decoloniality. "The idea that Hindu Na-
tionalism is fundamentally exclusionist and comes at the peril of religious
minoritiesin India, istoimposethe guilt and framework on European Nation-
alism on Bharatiya Consciousness," he said. Deepak said that he prefersthe
term"BharatiyaDharmic Civilizational reawakening" rather than Hindutvaor
anything of that kind. He addsthat it is possible to discard Savarkar, to build
a case for Dharmic Civilizationalism, as it was larger than any individual .
Speaking on how the Indian Constitution was portrayed as fundamentally
antithetical to the Hindutvavision of aHindu Rashtra, Deepak touched upon
how the draft Constitution presented by Hindu Mahasabha granted equal
rights to religious minorities. "Assuming we did not have the concept of
contemporary Constitutionalism emanating from Europe, Bharat hasalways
wel comed those who are willing to live with us. We did not have a Constitu-
tion when persecuted Parsis or Jews knocked at the doors of Bharat" the
lawyer said. He also cautioned Tharoor against committing the grave injus-
tice of attributing large-heartedness to the Constitution, at the expense of the
Civilization. Deepak also took on those that make the allegation of India
becoming a"Hindu Pakistan". He went on to say that despite the horrors and
tragedy of Partition, foisted two-nation theory, Bharat has protected its mi-
norities, much much better than Pakistan. "Accommodation has been the
spirit of this country, whereas Western style assimilation requires you to
covertly or overtly convert to be accepted. It is Bharat that |ets people keep
their culturealivein apristine form, solong asit doesn't comein the way of
others," hesaid. He opined that 'Dharmic Civilizationalism' was being crudely
dubbed as 'Hindu nationalism'.

Important not to ‘misrepresent’ real-
iy, sgl?_/s S Jaishankar as India, Aus-
tralia rgject criticism of Quad

New Ddhi, September 12: Theassartion camea ajoint pressevent after Jashankar,
Rajnath Singh held inaugural 'two-plus-two' dialogue with Australian
counterpartsNew Delhi: Indiaand Australiaon Saturday dismissed criticismthat
Quad wasasort of an'Asian NATO' with External AffairsMinister S Jaishankar
asserting that it isimportant not to "misrepresent” the reality. The assertion came
at ajoint press event after Externa Affairs Minister S Jaishankar and Defence
Minister Rgjnath Singh held theinaugural 'two-plus-two' dialogue herewith their
Australian counterparts Marise Payne and Peter Dutton.Asked about Quad be-
ingreferredtoasan'Asian NATO', Jaishankar said, "We call ourselves Quad and
Quad isaplatform wherefour countries have cometo cooperate for their benefit
andfor thebenefit of theworld.""l think atermlike NATO isvery much acold war
term, looking back. | think Quad looks in the future, it reflects globalisation, it
reflects the compulsions of countries to work together,”" he said.Jaishankar aso
pointed out that Quad was currently focussed on issues such as vaccines, sup-
ply chains, education and connectivity."l can't see any relationship between
such issuesand the NATO or any other kind of organisationslikethat. So | think
itisimportant not to misrepresent what istheredlity out there," heasserted.Echoing
similar views, Paynesaid asAustrdiaand Indiahave re-energised rel ations, there
is also the opportunity to work through smaller groups like the Quad and other
piecesof regiond architecturelike the East AsiaSummit or theASEAN regional

forum." Quad membersare championsof ASEAN centrality, weactively engagein
that ASEAN architecture. We are committed to supporting the practical imple-
mentation of theASEAN outl ook ontheIndo-Pecific," shesaid."Wea so say that
we have a positive and practical agenda -- around vaccines, around climate,
around critical technology aso trying to address some of the dangerous misinfor-
mation that pervades the world experience in relation to the (Covid) pandemic,”

the minister said.Referring to the Quad, she said the constructive engagement in
anormal diplomatic network was overwhelmingly about contributing positively
for that "open, inclusveandresilient regioninwhichweall want tolive".Spesking
at an event here, Payne on Friday had said the Quad has evolved "swiftly" and
very "effectively” and that Australiacommends Indiafor taking a strong |leader-
shiproleintheregion.Inthefirst Quad summitin March, PrimeMinister Narendra
Modi, US President Joe Biden, Australian PM Scott Morrison and Japanese PM

Yoshihide Suga vowed to gtrive for an Indo-Pacific region that is free, open,
inclusive, healthy, anchored by democratic values, and unconstrained by coer-
cion, in an gpparent message to China.Both Chinaand Russia have been critical

of Quad. While Beijing has been claiming that the alliance was aimed againgt it,
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov had called it an "Asian NATO" and
criticised the grouping.

Govt cutsimport taxes on vegetable oilsto calm prices

New Delhi, September 12 : The baseimport tax on
crude palm oil has been slashed to 2.5 percent from
10 percent, while the tax on crude soyoil and crude
sunflower oil has been reduced to 2.5 percent from
7.5 percent, thegovernment said inanatification late
on Friday.Indiahas cut baseimport taxeson pamail,
soyoil and sunflower oil, agovernment order showed,
as the world's biggest vegetable oil buyer tries to
cool near-record price rises.The reduction in taxes

could bring down prices of the edible oilsin India
and boost consumption, effectively increasing over-
seas buying by the south Asian country.The base
import tax on crude palm oil has been dashedto 2.5
percent from 10 percent, whilethetax on crude soyoil
and crude sunflower oil hasbeen reduced to 2.5 per-
cent from 7.5 percent, the government said in anoti-
fication late on Friday. The baseimport tax on refined
grades of palm ail, soyail and sunflower oil cut to

32.5 percent from 37.5 percent.After the cuts, crude
palmail, soyoil and sunflower oil importswill be sub-
ject to a 24.75 percent tax in total, including a 2.5
percent base import duty and other taxes, while re-
fined grades of pam oil, soyail and sunflower ail
would carry a35.75 percent tax in total .Indiafulfils
morethan two-thirdsof itsedible oil demand through
imports and has been struggling to contain arally in
local oil pricesfor thelast few months.
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Lampaert's stage win sets up final-day
battle between Hayter and Van Aert

London, September 12 :
The nip and tuck battle
between Ethan Hayter and
Wout van Aert for the Tour
of Britain could go to the
final metres in Aberdeen on
Sunday after the stage into
Edinburgh, won by the
Belgian Yves Lampaert, did
nothing to alter the overall
standings, meaning Hayter
carries his slender four-
second lead into the last
day.The pair effectively

declared a truce on this
windblown stage through
the Borders, permitting
seven riders who were no
threat to maintain a healthy
lead throughout and contest
the stage win after being
whittled down to three. But
Van Aert will have to take
the fight to Hayter if he is to
overhaul him and the only
option is the intermediate
sprints that carry time
bonuses, as well as those

.ece

awarded at the finish.Hayter
and his Ineos team will
want to let another escape
dominate the stage so that
Van Aert has no chance of
pushing for the bonuses.
Van Aert will want to avoid
that scenario so that he can
try to garner the seconds
but it is not clear whether
he has a strong enough
team to keep the race
together and support him at
the sprints, given that he
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has only three Jumbo-Visma
teammates remaining in the
race, whereas Hayter and
Ineos have a full complement
of five.Quite how Van Aert
and Jumbo-Visma intend to
play it will only become
apparent when the race
heads out of Stonehaven
towards the final first-
category climb of the
contest at Cairn o'Mount. A
northerly breeze could
complicate matters, with the
route changing direction
several times as it loops
inland before heading back
to the coast, and that could
provide opportunities to
split the peloton.En route to
Edinburgh, opportunities
were on the minds of the
Deceuninck-Quickstep
team. The Belgian outfit are
the most prolific winners in
cycling but their preferred
options, Mark Cavendish
and Julian Alaphilippe,
have been unable to break
Van Aert and Hayter's grip,
and Ineos were too quick
for them in Tuesday's team
time trial. With time running

out, Deceuninck-Quickstep
placed two riders in the early
escape as they had done on

Friday, sending Lampaert
and the Italian Davide
Ballerini out front, with Van
Aert posting his teammate
Pascal Eenkhoorn in the
group. On the final short
climb Lampaert made his
move, taking with him Matteo
Jorgenson of Movistar and
Matt Gibson of Ribble
Weldtite. With Ballerini
marking Eenkhoorn,
Lampaert could let his
companions make the pace
while he saved his strength.
Gibson and Jorgenson called
his bluff by not riding flat
out, but it was still a
straightforward sprint win for
the Belgian time trial
champion, a lad with a
farming background who is
mad about tractors.Lampaert
is known as "John Deere"
although he should not be
confused with teammate Tim
Declercq, nicknamed "the
Tractor" for his ability to tow
the peloton for mile after mile.
Declerq had his chance in the
break on Friday, Lampaert
took his on Saturday and
today the chances are they
will put all the horsepower
they can muster to set up a
sprint finish for Cavendish.

William Bulck and Hurricane Lane storm to St Leger victory

London, September 12 : In
the 101 years since the first
running of the Prix de I'Arc
de Triomphe, no St Leger
winner has followed up in
Paris a few weeks later.Since
Nijinsky's close second at
Longchamp in 1970, few
Leger winners have even
attempted the double, and
Ballymoss, who took the
final Classic in 1957 and the
Arc a year later, is the only
name on the roll of honour
for both races.Frankie
Dettori, nearside on
Harrovian edged out Ryan
Moore and Sinjaari in a
thrilling finish at Doncaster
on Thursday. Very few Leger
winners come home as
smoothly and readily as
Hurricane Lane here on
Saturday, however, and
Charlie Appleby's colt is now
no bigger than 7-1 to record
ahistoric victory in the 100th
running of the Arc on 3
October.Getting into Town
Moor was a stressful
experience for many as long
queues built up at the
turnstiles before the first
race, but for backers of the

8-11 favourite at least, the final
Classic of the season was
anything but."He's a jockey's
dream, alovely horse toride,"
Buick said. "You can put him
anywhere in the race and he
relaxes, which is obviously
vital in a race over this
distance."What's impressed
me in his last two or three runs
is that he quickens towards
the end, he really did put the
race to bed."While not yet
confirming that the Arc will be
Hurricane Lane's next race, it
will be a surprise if Appleby's
colt does not line up alongside
his stable companion Adayar,
the Derby and King George
winner, next month."It was a
fantastic performance,"
Appleby said. "You couldn't
have been more comfortable
watching it all the way round
[and] the Derby form was
franked as well, with Mojo Star
[the runner-up at Epsom]
running a great race."The Arc
is on everybody's mind. I see
no reason why we wouldn't
potentially turn up."Hopes
that the Queen may have a
runner in the Platinum Jubilee
Derby next June suffered a

setback earlier on the card
when Reach For The Moon,
an early second favourite for
the Classic, was beaten into
second place at odds-on in
the Group Two Champagne
Stakes. With none of his three
rivals keen to take the lead,
Frankie Dettori was forced to

make his own running on the
8-13 favourite and it was clear
that he had a battle on his
hands when Dettori asked for
an effort two out but could
not shake offhis rivals. Lusail,

the second favourite, soon
dropped away but Bayside
Boy, at 5-1, stayed on well
through the final furlong to
edge out Reach For The
Moon by a head. "Frankie
said that the ground's dead
and he wasn't really
travelling on it like he

normally does," John
Gosden, Reach For The
Moon's trainer, said. "It's
good-to-soft, and he said that
he wasn't in love with it and
obviously it's never easy to

try and make all in a bit of a
headwind on a straight seven
[furlongs]. Better ground,
better horse is all I can say
there."In the Irish Champion
Stakes at Leopardstown, St
Mark's Basilica stayed on
strongly in the closing stages
to record a fifth successive

Group One victory, with
Tarnawa, another leading
contender for next month's
Arc, three-quarters of a length
away in second over a trip that
does not play to her strengths.

Novak Djokovic closes 1in on grand
slam but doesn't want to talk about 1t

New York, September 12 :
After a deeply satisfied
Novak Djokovic had put his
racket away following
another job well done on
Friday night, in the post-
match interview of his five-
set win over Alexander
Zverev the interviewer started
a question by listing all of the
potential achievements on the
line in his final match. As
soon as  Djokovic
understood where the
question was going, he cut
the question off: v "I'm
going for a fourth US
Open, that's all I'm
thinking about," he said,
smiling.Further prompts
about Djokovic's grand
slam attempt followed:
"It's there, it's there," said
Djokovic. "I know that
people would like to hear me
talk about it, but there is not
much to talk about. There's
only one match left. All in,
allin. Let's do it. I'm going to
put my heart and my soul
and my head into that one.
I'm going to treat my next
match like it is the last match
of my career."This was not
the first time this happened.
Djokovic  was also
understandably not too
interested in speaking about

the subject in detail after his
quarter-final and he later

explained that being
constantly prompted about
the subject leads him to think
too much about it, which can
"burden" him mentally. He
has already said plenty.Few
champions have mastered
the knack of speaking
openly about their goals and
then going out and
achieving them, and so this
underlines how uniquely
difficult the grand slam is to
achieve. The sporting
challenge of winning all 28
matches in a year is
unfathomably difficult

alone, but keeping your
head throughout as people
constantly remind you of
the magnitude of the
achievement at times seems
unbearable.And yet, six
matches down, Djokovic
continues to handle it
supremely well. In terms of
his pure level, this has been
far from the greatest
tournament of his life.
Djokovic has conceded six
sets to reach the final and
he has frequently started
slowly, losing the first set
in four consecutive
matches. But his mental
strength has defined his

tournament. Each time he
was down, as against
Zverev, he retorted
immediately and refused to
let go.Awaiting him in the
final is a player whose route
could not have contrasted
more. While Djokovic has
clinched only one win in
straight sets, Daniil
Medvedev, the second
seed, has conceded just one
set. He has navigated the
tournament with all of his
assets on show, combining
enormous serving,
consistent returning and
maddening defence with his
intelligence around the
court.His presence in the
sport continues to grow. He
has now reached two grand
slam finals this year and two
finals in three years at the
US Open. But while it
reflects extremely well on
Medvedev that he has been
able to do so while playing
within himself, he has faced
only two top 50 opponents.
Djokovic, who Medvedev
has never beaten over best
of five sets despite winning
three of their last five
meetings, will require him to
raise his level several steps
higher and it still may not
be  enough.At  the

Australian Open this year,
Medvedev had served
supremely enough in his
semi-final for his defeated
opponent, Stefanos
Tsitsipas, to compare his
serve to that of the 6ft 10in
John Isner. Two days later,
Medvedev spent large
parts of the final against
Djokovic having to scoop
second balls from his laces
as the Serb deflected
returns straight to his feet
for two hours. It served as
a reminder of just how the
No 1 rises to the moment,
saving his best match of the
tournament for the final and
winning in  straight
sets.There is no more
essential quality in
Djokovic's arsenal for the
match to come. During his
press conference on Friday
night, he said that it may
well be the most important
match of his life. Many of
the great players in recent
decades would certainly
crumble under the pressure.
Should he succeed, Rod
Laver, who in 1969 became
the only man in the open era
to win the grand slam, will be
there in person to welcome
Djokovic into a club he has
occupied alone for 52 years.

Wigan's Jake Bibby breaks deadlock
to squash Hull FC's play-off hopes

London, September 12:
Given the high standards
that surround Hull FC on a
near-annual basis, a sense of
disappointment is hardly
out of the ordinary for a
club consistently starved
of success in Super
League. But as the stands
began to empty here in the
final minutes of this match,
with many accepting this
season-ending defeat as
an inevitability, it was hard
to think of this as anything
other than a pivotal
moment for one of rugby
league's biggest clubs. An
expensively assembled
squads in Super League
history has failed to deliver.
Yes, there have been
numerous Covid-19
outbreaks throughout their
squad, which has
undoubtedly played a part
in proceedings, but eight
defeats in nine matches for
a club of this stature is
simply unacceptable. In his
pre-match programme
notes the Hull owner,
Adam Pearson, promised
there will be changes to this
squad for 2022. A breakup
of'this team, some of whom
were present for their back-
to-back Challenge Cup
triumphs in 2016 and 2017,
is now surely inevitable if
Hull are to challenge at the
top next season. This latest
defeat, which guaranteed
Hull will not be in the play-
offs, was perhaps the most
painful of all."We're just
not helping ourselves,"
Brett Hodgson, Hull's
coach, said. "It's very
deflating. There's a lack of
confidence in the group at
the moment. "We're going

throughareview of
everything, that's we
haven't reached the level
we wanted to achieve this
year and we're all
accountable for that. We
lack strength in depth.
"While Hull's play-off
hopes were put to bed,
Wigan secured fourth place
and a home tie in the opening
week of the play-offs.It was
not pretty, but that mattered
little. Although their attack
remains patchy, keeping a

home team scoreless for the
second successive game will
surely build some semblance
of confidence for Adrian Lam
and his players."It had a
semi-final feel and it was
exactly what we needed," he
said. "I'm really proud of our
efforts defensively."Both
teams huffed and puffed for
40 minutes with absolutely
no joy whatsoever and rarely
has a 0-0 scoreline midway
through a game felt more
fitting.The most notable
moment was a kickable
penalty for Hull with the
interval approaching.
Instead of kicking the goal
though, they ran the play
and turned the ball over on

the first tackle, neatly
summing up the first
half.-Whichever side scored
the opening try after half-time
was always going to take
control. After another 10
minutes of very little drama,
apinpoint kick from Jackson
Hastings sparked the game
into life. Jake Bibby claimed it
and forced his way across the
line to put the visitors in
front.Would that stir Hull FC
into life? In a word, no. Their
attack laboriously offered little

in response and in games like
these moments of brilliance
are equally important. So
when the Wigan full-back, Zak
Hardaker, instinctively kicked
forward and outpaced his
opposite number, Jamie
Shaul, on the hour mark to
make it 10-0, you felt another
defeat was now nothing but
an inevitability for Hodgson
and his side.They certainly
did not drop their effort in the
final minutes. But effort is the
bare minimum from a club
where so much is expected
each and every year.Once
again, 2021 has proven to be
a grave disappointment.
There is a fascinating and
decisive winter ahead in Hull.

Bernd Wiesberger closes i on Ryder
Cup spot but race goes on at Wentworth

London, September 12 : We
can only hope the Ryder Cup
itself proves half as exciting
as the battle to earn the final
places in Padraig Harrington's
European team, if a bit less
complex.So much will be
determined by 18 holes over
the west course at
‘Wentworth; which for all the
sniping around that scenario
is precisely how Harrington
designed it. Neutral
observers can enjoy the
closing round of the PGA
Championship safe in the
knowledge there is another,
fascinating game in play.
Every shot and every
leaderboard shuffle matters
for those hoping to book a
place at Whistling Straits on
Monday week.For now - and
it can only be for now, given
a diophantine equation looks
more straightforward - Bernd
Wiesberger looks to have
earned an automatic berth in
the European side. The
Austrian needs a top-50
finish at Wentworth to
almost certainly seal a spot
via the European points list.
With 54 holes played, he ticks
the boxes with ease; a 67 on
Saturday moved Wiesberger
to 11 under par, giving him a
share of seventh. Wiesberger
is due credit for the
impressive fortitude he has
shown with a Ryder Cup
debut on the line. After all, he
double bogeyed the final hole
of last month's European
Masters, when par would
have booked a Ryder Cup
spot.The 35-year-old's
response at Wentworth will
surely appeal to Harrington.
Even more so when you
consider Wiesberger was
three over after just six holes
of'this event."It's a marathon,
nota sprint," Wiesberger said
with a smile. "I just focus on
trying to win the golf
tournament. You have to
push forward and be positive
in your approach over every
single shot regardless of the
outcome."Just be positive
with that and I feel like I'm
good enough to be on the
leaderboard. It's nice to be

there, it's such a great event
with the crowd. I am able to
play here and just enjoy
it."Wiesberger represents
the easy part. Calculators are
needed for the rest, to the
point where Archimedes
would be left scratching his
head. The picture is so
fraught that a birdie on the
18th pushed Shane Lowry
back inside Europe's
automatic qualifiers at the
expense of Lee Westwood,
only for an Adam Scott four
at the same hole to reverse
those positions.Lowry's
present position, tied seventh
with Wiesberger and Sean
Crocker, would see him fall
short. Westwood could
present Harrington with a
problem. The 48-year-old, a
10-time Ryder Cup
participant who is viewed as

Harrington's likely successor,
had looked certain to qualify
for so long.If he does not -
and on the basis Sergio
Garcia and lan Poulter are
regarded as wildcard shoo-
ins - Harrington will have to
choose between Westwood
and, most likely, Justin Rose
for the final place in his team.
Two into one, with both
among Europe's highest
profile layers, does not go.
It would be a far easier sell
should Harrington need to
pick Lowry."I feel like I had
a great chance to make the
team in 2016 and I threw it
away," said Lowry after his

69. "I shied away from it a
little bit whereas the last few
months I have fought my
hardest and played my best.
It has been good, whether
it's good enough we will
have to see."It has been a
stressful enough week but I
am happy with how I have
performed. First and
foremost I want to win this
tournament. I'd love to win
this tournament."If Lowry
does prevail from three shots
behind, Wiesberger will
have to ensure he finishes
inside the top six or his
automatic place will
suddenly be thrown into
doubt. Rose backed up two
sub-70 rounds with a 72,
meaning a nine under total
and tie for 14th.At the
business end, Francesco
Laporta's 14 under means he

r‘ Sl

leads Laurie Canter by one.
Scott, Jamie Donaldson, Billy
Horschel and Christiaan
Bezuidenhout are all one
further back. Harrington will
be heartened by the timely
return to form of Tommy
Fleetwood and Matt
Fitzpatrick. A third round of
68 moved Fleetwood to the
same total as Rose.
Fitzpatrick is two shots
further back after an
identical score on
Saturday. Viktor Hovland,
another guaranteed
member of Harrington's
team, slipped to a 73 for a
minus four total.
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Mattia Binotto : 'It's
understand Ferrari 1s a unique family'

London, September 12 :

Nothing focuses the minds
at Ferrari quite like the roar
of the tifosi at Monza. The
sea of red, the febrile atmo-
sphere, the passion for the
Scuderia at its most intense
and demanding. For
Ferrari's principal, Mattia
Binotto, it is a reflection of
what makes the marque so
special that he shares with
the fans and why he has
brought such a personal
commitment to try to return
the team to the top of For-
mula One.Binotto is speak-
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mula One and the only one
to have been competing in
the sport since the first
championship in 1950. He
has it emblazoned on the
cars and his drivers Charles
Leclerc and Carlos Sainz's
race suits. It is an exhorta-
tion to an attitude:
"essereFerrari": in English,
the slightly ungainly "being
Ferrari".Such sentiment
would have found favour
with Enzo Ferrari. Il
Commendatore always be-
lieved there was something
special about the team he
founded, not least in its
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ing at Monza before the
Italian Grand Prix, Ferrari's
home race. Intelligent, per-
sonable and relaxed, he be-
trays no nerves or concern
at the inevitable scrutiny he
is facing with a car that is
still a way off the pace of
Mercedes and Red Bull.
Italy's eyes will be on
Ferrari, but Binotto is en-
joying it.Ferrari through
and through, he believes the
very idea of the marque ex-
tends beyond mere me-
chanical achievement, more
than racing, to encompass
a concept and principles
that are more important
than anything that may be
delivered on the track.It
was Binotto, the 51-year-
old who took over in 2019,
who came up with the pub-
lic expression of this dis-
tinctive philosophy that re-
flects Ferrari's history as the
oldest manufacturer in For-
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early years when it was
spirit and innovation that
fuelled his team. Binotto
wants to ensure this is re-
flected in the Scuderia now,
because he believes it is es-
sential to their future
success. "It is to identify our-
selves," he says with pride.
"It is something unique, it is
Ferrari, it includes all our
values and everyone work-
ing at Ferrari. It's most im-
portant that we understand
it's a unique family, a unique
thing."I always say to my
guys it's more important to
be Ferrari than winning,
because winning will be a
simple consequence. If we
are capable of being Ferrari
and working well, the win-
ning will be the conse-
quence. I use the example
of Gilles Villeneuve as be-
ing a fantastic driver but
actually he really won very
little. The way he was be-
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having, the way he was
driving, his passion made
the difference."Binotto
does not cite the great
Villeneuve by accident. He
was introduced to F1 by his
grandfather when growing
up as an Italian in Switzer-
land. It was of course the
red cars they supported and
for Binotto it was the com-
petition that attracted him
and Villeneuve, mercurial
in a Ferrari, who kindled his
love of racing.Binotto stud-
ied mechanical engineering
at university but only
specialised in cars and en-

gines when taking a masters
in car engineering in
Modena, close to Ferrari's
headquarters at Maranello.
Given the chance to join the
Scuderia as a graduate in
1995, he has been with the
team ever since, and admits
it was a dream come true
but not something he actu-
ally thought would happen.
" An opportunity came out of
the blue," he recalls with a
smile. "Not something [ was
looking for and really by
luck." Ferrari may yet con-
sider it their good fortune.
Binotto went through the
ranks in a series of roles, in-
cluding during the glory
years when the Scuderia re-
turned six consecutive con-
structors' titles. When put in
charge of the engine in 2015,
his management was crucial
in improving its perfor-
mance, kick-starting the
team's return as a competi-
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tive force. He took over as
chief technical officer in
2016, and principal in
2019.The team he inherited
from Maurizio Arrivabene,
whose background was as
a marketing executive,
badly needed a reset. They
had challenged for titles in
2017 and 2018 but both sea-
sons were found wanting.
Arrivabene had brought a
bunker mentality: there was
reportedly an intimidatory,
critical culture within the
team, finger-pointing seem-
ingly rife.In 2020 when
Ferrari's new car proved to
be down on power and
aerodynamically weak it
was a real shock, and the
Scuderia endured their
worst season since 1980,
when even Villeneuve could
do little with the recalcitrant
312T5 and they finished
10th. Binotto's reaction was
telling. "It's not by sacking
people that you make a car
go faster," he said when re-
vealing he had begun re-
structuring the team and
how they operated. He was
aware of the blame culture
and has made it a point to
deal with it."It is something
on which we have worked
very hard and we are still
working very hard because
it is the worst that may hap-
pen," he says. "If you fear
to be blamed you are not
progressing so it is some-
thing, a behaviour, a culture,
we are trying to address. At
times of such difficulties in
2020 the team being united,
no blame internally, no criti-
cism but working together
trying to react was some-
thing 1 was very happy
with."These changes he has
instituted - including bring-
ing in new young blood and
restructuring within the
team, looking to the future
by committing to the un-
doubted talent of a young
driver in Leclerc - have
made him optimistic that
next year Ferrari will once
more be challenging for
wins. It is a process he be-
lieves will lead to another
winning cycle at a team that
have not taken a construc-

tors' title since 2008 and a
drivers' championship since
2007.He has every right to
be confident, having been
with the team last time
Ferrari went through simi-
lar convulsions to emerge
stronger. In 1995 Ferrari had
not won the constructors'title
since 1983 and Jean Todt was
in the process of a slow, pains-
taking rebuild of the team that
would ultimately pay
off."There are similarities
with now," Binotto remem-
bers. "It was a long time since
Ferrari had won in 1995 and
Jean Todt was building the
foundations for the future to
set up a winning cycle, em-
ploying young engineers.
Twenty-five years later we are
in a similar position."His ex-
perience then and the remark-
able group of people who
came together to achieve such
great success were clearly cru-
cial in forging the character
Binotto now brings to the
Scuderia. "I have been lucky
to work with these guys, Jean
Todt, Michael Schumacher,
who was a leader not only in
the car but outside the cock-
pit, Ross Brawn, Stefano
Domenicali ..." he recalls.
"There were plenty of people
at the time setting really good
examples which are very use-
ful to me today."Binotto is
earnest and open. His reign
thus far has been marked by
an honest fronting-up to fail-
ings as well as a willingness
to celebrate success when it
comes. Ferrari is a family, he
explains, and he laughs with
gusto when it is suggested he
is the father figure.Yet there
is also a serious side to this, a
conviction to Binotto's belief
that this family, this "being
Ferrari", is what differenti-
ates the team from every
other and why he is con-
vinced that sooner rather
than later the tifosi will
have reason to celebrate at
Monza once more. "To
have the right mood, the
right passion, the right spirit
is key," he says. "There is
something special at
Ferrari, which is a clear
identity, and that identity
is our family."

London, September 12 :

They had come to celebrate
Cristiano Ronaldo and they
got what they had come for:
not one, but two opportu-
nities to shout "Si!" as he
celebrated goals with that
characteristic spread of the
arms and thrust of the groin,
a sort of macho version of
Lionel Blair indicating he's
miming the title of a song.
Everything else, for the mo-
ment, could take a back
seat: the king has returned.
The announcement of
Ronaldo's name when the
teams were read out at
around 2.25pm was greeted
by a great roar. When he
jogged out to warm up,
cleverly maximising his
exposure by positioning
himself behind Donny van
de Beek, a player of trans-
lucent appearance and
reputation, there was an-
other visceral cheer. He re-
sponded with practised ca-
sualness, acknowledging
the two long sides of the
ground with applause and
a raised thumb. Before
kick-off, Ronaldo was last
out of the tunnel, so the roar
had grown and grown be-
fore he emerged behind
Paul Pogba.The noise at
kick-off was extraordinary,
far louder than for any
league game at OId
Trafford in recent memory,
certainly for aroutine game
against lower mid-table op-
position. Social media en-
gagements, presumably,
were through the roof. Even
the executive co-chairman
Avram Glazer, after a two-
year hiatus, turned up to see
it.Yet there is an oddity
about this, a weird sense of
gratitude that Ronaldo, hav-
ing apparently been quite
willing to join Manchester
City, decided to return. A
self-confident club, per-
haps, might not have such
a need to reinvoke past
glories.In the directors' box,
Ed Woodward looked out,
doubtless congratulating
himselfon a job well done.

Any questions about why
United have gone eight sea-
sons without a league title de-
spite spending half a billion
pounds net over the past five
years can be deferred for an-
other few months, deflected
by the same nostalgic wish-
ful thinking that dilutes criti-
cism of Ole Gunnar Solskjeer
even though he is the longest-
serving United manager not
to win a trophy since Dave
Sexton.This was a day with-
out doubt. This was a day for
adoration. Ronaldo strutted
among his people and they
responded with passionate
intensity. This is modern
fandom; tribal, unblinking,
incapable of treating their he-
roes with anything but awed
reverence. Other than a ban-
ner drawn behind a plane,
there were no awkward ques-
tions here about exactly what
happened that night in Las
Vegas 12 years ago, though
Ronaldo denies all the ac-
cusations. Nor were there
quibbles about the wisdom
of paying a 36-year-old
£500,000 a week when
there apparently wasn't
money available to bolster
a midfield that looks in-
creasingly shabby beside
the glitz elsewhere in the
squad. Might this hamper
the development of Mason
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Greenwood? Might
Ronaldo's presence impede
the creativity of Bruno
Fernandes, who has been so
vital to United recently but
with whom there has been
no evidence he can play with
Portugal? Might his reluc-
tance to press expose that
threadbare midfield against
better sides? The Manches-
ter United manager, Ole
Gunnar Solskjer,
embraces Cristiano
Ronaldo after his two goals
against Newcastle.
Ronaldo was good. Or
rather, he was good at the
things he is good at. He was
alert to the opportunity as
Freddie Woodman, con-
founded by a slight
deflection, spilled Mason
Greenwood's shot in first-
half injury time. There was
a majesty in the way he
slowed then swept by Isaac
Hayden before slamming
his second through
Woodman's legs. He re-
mains a goalscorer of the
highest calibre. But
United's problem last sea-
son was not scoring goals.
They were the second-
highest scorers in the Pre-
mier League and somehow
went out of the Champions
League despite getting 15
in the group.

The Table Tennis Federation
of India (TTFI) has called
its executive committee
meeting on Saturday to dis-
cuss star player Manika
Batra's allegations of match-
fixing against national coach
Soumyadeep Roy.After
Manika's allegation, in re-

showcause notice, that the
national coach had asked her
to throw a match during the
Olympic qualifiers in March,
the federation had asked Roy
for a written response which
he has submitted. "The issue
will be discussed in the vir-
tual meeting and I will pro-
pose formation of an inquiry
panel but the committee will

retary Arun Banerjee told PTI
on Thursday. TTFI president
and Deputy Chief Minister of
Haryana, Dushyant Chautala,
is expected to attend the
meeting.On the ongoing na-
tional camp in Sonepat,
Banerjee said most of the
players have reported barring
Manika. G Sathiyan, who had
wanted to train in Poland in-

reach in a day or two. The fed-
eration recently made camp
attendance compulsory for
players to be eligible for big
events, including the Asian
Championships in Doha later
this month. Sutirtha
Mukherjee, who did not re-
port to Sonepat at the start of
the camp, has also reached af-
ter recovering from fever, said

TTEFI calls executive committee meet to discuss Manika
Batra's fixing allegations against national coach

New Delhi, September 12 :

clear. You have to attend the
camp to be eligible for selec-
tion," he said. The federation,
which has not managed to
rope in a foreign coach in
more than three years due to
COVID-19 pandemic and
other reasons, is looking to
hire one at the earliest. Former
Spanish player Alfredo
Carneros has emerged as one
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Cristiano Ronaldo hero
worship does not mask
Manchester United's flaws
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