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IN BRIEF

Main DomeOf
KamakhyaTemple

Guwahati, November 19:
Thegold plated maindome
of KamakhyaTemplewas
unveiled by thetempleau-
thoritieson Thursday. The
domewasunveiled by con-
ducting a small ceremony
insidethetemple premises
inview of the COVID-19
pandemic.Thethreepitch-
erson thedomehave been
plated in gold which was
donated by the RelianceIn-
dustries Group. The Reli-
ance Group donated 20kgs
of gold to givethedomea
new look. “No new con-
struction of the temple’'s
main domehasbeen done.
Only gold plating of the
existing stone pitchershas
taken place,” said Mohit
ChandraSarma, Bor Doloi
of the temple.Engineers
and artisans sent by RIL
have carried out the gold
platingwork inthetemple.

ArtigsDetained

For Painting
Guwahati, November 19:
Whilepainting agraffiti of
peasant leader Akhil Gogoi
few artists were detained
by Basistha Police in
Guwahati on Thursday
morning. The graffiti was
made on the walls of the
flyover near GamesVillage.
Speculationsare madethat
the graffiti was made by
student artists from differ-
ent colleges or varsities
and represent Anga Art
Collective. Thegraffiti was
created to protest for Akhil
Gogoi'srelease. Gogoi has
been in judicia custody
since December 2019for d-
legedly inciting violence
duringtheAnti-CAB/CAA
protests in Assam.

Pink BusesTo
ComeUpIn2021

Guwahati, November 19:
The Assam State Trans-
port Corporation will
launch pink buses exclu-
svely for femalecommut-
ers and elderly personsin
Guwahati. The buses that
would becalled*Brahman
Sarathi’ will belaunched at
the beginning of 2021.15
buseswill bealocated ini-
tidly inthecapital city.

Sonowal Inaugurates Worl
Heritage Week In Sivasagar

Historical monumentsaresymbolsof art, cultureand people: CM

Guwahati, November 19:
Chief Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal said that histori-
cal monuments and antig-
uitiesarethe symbolsof the
art, culture and people of a
state. L eft by the ancestors,
all haveaduty towardspro-
tection and preservation of
the historical monuments.
Assam government has

Projecting the best of Northeast India everyday

taken sequel of steps for
the preservation of its his-
torical monuments of the
state for projecting Assam
as one of theleading states
in the world in the field of
historical monuments. Inau-
gurating the World Heri-
tage Week 2020 at
Sivasagar today, Chief
Minister Sonowal said that
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the Central government led
by PrimeMinister Narednra
Modi earmarked Sivasagar
as one of the five iconic
sites in the country and
therefore, taken several
steps for the protection,
preservation and beautifi-
cation of the historical
monuments of the district.
He at the same time said,

Bihar Education Minister
Mewala Choudhary resigned
three days after taking oath

Patna, November, 19: Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar's fourth term started
withtheresignationof amin-
ister three days after he and
his 14-member cabinet took
oath. Education minister

M ewal a Choudhary had to
step down after the Opposi-
tion Rashtriya Janata Dal
flagged athree-year-old cor-
ruption caseagaingt himand

With eyeson active politics,
AASU leaderstoquitin
Duligjan Convention

Duligjan, November 19:

The 4-day Conference of
the All Assam Students
Union (AASU) will seea
tectonic shift in Assam’s
largest student organiza-
tionasitsleadersarelikely
to cast off their Union
robes in their pursuit for
political aspirations.
Around 8,000 Aasu del-
egates from Assam have
reached Duligjan for the
conventionwhichisonthe
radar of politica punditsas
itisexpectedtogiveafina
shape to the rew regional
party, Asom Jayita
Parishad (AJP).In Septem-
ber, AASU and Asom

Jatiyatabadi Yuva Chatra
Parishad (AJY CP), another
influential student body,
had joined hands and an-
nounced formation of
Assam Jatiya Parishad
(AJP). The party is ex-
pected to contest the up-
coming polls in the State.
The two regiona student
bodies had spearheaded
the  anti-Citizenship
Amendment Act gtir in the
state opposing the Centre's
moveto grant citizenshipto
religious minorities from
Bangladesh, Pakistan and
Afghanistan.Another re-
gional body, the Krishak
Mukti  Contd...Page 6

questioned why he was in-
ducted in the government.A
criminal case was filed
againg theJD(U) MLA from
Targpur back in2017 after d-
legations that he was in-
volvedin |rregulant|&s| nthe

appointmentsto posts of as-
Sistant professor and junior
scientists as the vice-chan-
cellor of Bhagalpur agricul-
ture university. Hewas sus-

pended from the party for a
whileafter jibesfromthe BJP,
which wasin the opposition
athetime. Thecasewasfiled
and investigations con-
ducted againgt him after sanc-
tion from President Ram
Nath Kovind, who was then
the Governor of Bihar. No
chargesheet has been filed
against him yet.Pointing to
that, Mr Choudhary had said
filing of acaseisnoindica-
tionof guilt. "Therearecases
against so many legidators,”
he had said, adding that he
had not included the matter
n his election affidavit as
"Theprobeisongoing. Noth-
ing hashappened".Claiming
he was the informer in the
case and not the wrongdoer,
he had Contd...Page 6

“Built by our forefathers,
State government is com-
mitted to promote the state
and the rare monuments”.
He, therefore, called upon
everybody to share collec
iveresponsibility to project
the monuments and antig-
uities of the state beforethe
world community. Chief
Minister Sonowal also said
that the Directorate of Ar-
chaeology has taken posi-
tive steps to preserve the
lineage of the 42 Ahom
Kings as well as other
monumentsContd...Page 6
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d Centredeclaresroads connecting

Majuli as National Highways

Guwahati, November 19:

Responding to State
Government’sappedl, Min-
istry of Road Transport and
Highways of the Central
Government has declared
theroads connecting theex-
isting National Highway-
715 near Jorhat with
Kamaabari GhatinMgjuli as
National Highways (NH)
715K under National High-
waysAct, 1956. Chief Min-
ister Sarbananda Sonowal

today welcomed Centre's
decision to declare the new
highways in the state and
said that the move would
expedite the development
process of the river idand
district Majuli whilefurther
bol stering road communica-
tion infrastructure in the
state. He thanked Prime
Minister NarendraModi and
Union Road Transport and
Highways Minister Nitin
Gadkari for the step and as-

serted that the due to the
visionary leadership of the
PrimeMiniger, thedevelop-
ment of Northeast region has
received tremendous mo-
mentuminall sectors. Rapid
improvementsinrail, road,
airways and waterways
connectivity inthe NE have
been made possible by the
PrimeMiniger Modi led Cen-
trd GovernmentandAssam'’s
progress has aso been aug-
mented, he added.

300 familiesjoined formally toASDC

Diphu, November 19: More
than 300 household families
from BJP, Congress and
APHLC of different tribes
including Kuki, Garo,
Adivad, Bengali, Assamese,
Nepali etc. havejoined for-
mally to Autonomous State
Demand Committee(ASDC)
today, under the leadership
of Karbi Anglong Autono-
mous Council (KAAC) ex-
Executive Member (EM)
Rajendra Rongpi. ASDC
have organised aMass Join-

ing Rally at Hanjanglangso
Donsuri playground under
Sarupathar MAC Constitu-
ency today. “With the writ-
ten assurance given from
the then BJP National Sec-
retary MPTapir Gao for the
implementation of Article
244(A) under the Constitu-
tion of India, which was a
long standing demand of
the people of Karbi Anglong
and Dima Hasao Didtrict. |
along with many others
joined BJPin 2013. But after

being they (BJP) came to
power, the commitment or
assurance which was made
seems denied. So, now
ASDC is the only hope to
fight for our Constitutional
right. One should comefor-
ward and join the mass
movement carried out by
ASDC,” KAAC ex-EM
RajendraRongpi saidinhis
speech in the meeting.
“APHLC Party claims to
stand up for the strength-
eningof  Contd...Page 6

Fight between BJP & BPF islike husband wife
quarrel, divorceisunlikely, ssysMPNaba Sarania

Guwahati, November 19:
Ahead of polls in the
Bodoland Territoria Coun-
cil (BTC) polls, Kokrajhar
Lok SabhaM P NabaKumar
Sarania today claimed that
thewar of wordsamong the
BJP, BPF, and UPPL parties
islikeasguabble betweena

KMSS condemns“fascist Govt” for
aresingartistswho made v st S portralt

Jorhat, November 19: Krishak Mukti
Sangram Samiti (KM SS) leadersfrom
Jorhat in Upper Assam today con-
demned the“fascist” BJP government
after the arrest of its workers for the
painting of a massive mural of itsin-
carcerated leader Akhil Gogoi in
Guwahati city earlier today.“ They had
made a portrait on a overbridge in
Guwahati’s Contd...Page 6

man and hiswife, going on
to claim that a“divorce’ is
very unlikely to occur.“ The
fights between the BJP,
UPPL, and BPFarelikequar-
rels between aman and his
wife. It will never head to
divorce as they have been
together throughout.
Himanta Biswa Sarma has
been likethe Chief Minister
during the Tarun Gogoi and
Sarbananda Sonowal re-
gimes,” Naba Sarania told
mediapersonsin Baksadis-
trict today. The MP also al-
legedthat BisvaSarma'sre-
cent war of wordswith BPF
supremo HagramaMohilary
is because of their intent to
takethelimelight away from
his own party and its core

issues. “Himanta Biswa
Sarmaistryingtodivert from
theissuesof theequal rights
for the non-Bodos due to
which the GSP has been
formed. They are trying to
takethelimelight away from
us. Whatever they are do-
ing, they aredoingwith deep
understanding, he
said.Saraniatoday launched
amassivebikerally by GSP
workers that will see them
taketheir messagetothedif-
ferent parts of the region.
“Our long journey and
struggle for rights has
brought us to this stage.
Therefore, | thank al who
have made sacrifices. | hope
wewill beabletoabletoform
the Government. Our suc-

cessiscrucia becausealot
— be it about right, devel-
opment — depends on it,”
Sarmasaid, flagging off the
rally.Naba Sarania further
declared that “ security” and
“landrights’, especially for
the non-Bodo community,
are the main issues of the
GSPparty. Hefurther exuded
hope that his party would
be able to win the requisite
number of seatsto formthe
GovernmentintheBTCif the
same peoplewho turned out
to vote for him in the Gen-
eral Elections, once again
votefor hisparty during the
BTC polls.It needs mention
herethat the Election Com-
mission of Assam on Tues-
day Contd...Page 6

CM extends greetingson Chhath Puja

Guwahati, November 19:
Chief Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal today extended
greetings to the people of
the state on the occasion
of Chhath Puja. In astate-
ment, the Chief Minister
said that the cel ebration of

Chhath Puja would
strengthen human values
and promote harmony and
camaraderie in the society.
Worshipping the sun god
with humility and devotion
would bring peace, happi-
ness and prosperity to dl, he

Big questi on mark over “dramatic’
between BJP & BPF : Urkhao GwraBrahma

Tangla, November 19 :

Former Rajya Sabha MP
and United Peoplé€'s Front
Liberal (UPPL) leader
Urkhao GwraBrahmayes-
terday declared that a big
question mark over therift
between the Bharatiya
Janata Party and the
Bodoland Peopl€e’'s Front
(BPF) whichhehastermed
as “overdramatic”.“ There
istill abig question mark
over their alleged rift. It is
because Chandra Brahma,
Rihon Daimary, and Pramila

Rani Brahmaarestill Minis-
ters in the Sarbananda
Sonowal-led Cabinet,” the
former MP said onthe side-
lines of a massive dection
raly in Tangla, Udalguri.
Brahmasaid that the dlega-
tionsof “corruption” inthe
BTC should have been re-
solved by the State Govern-
ment earlier. “ The Sate Gov-
ernment cannot smply keep
alleging corruption, they
must take action againg it.
Therift betweentheBJPand
BPF4ill bafflesand it seems

like an in-house quarrd. It
seems over-dramatic at
times” Urkhao GwraBrahma
said.Reacting to the BJP's
“aggressive’ campaigningin
the pall-bound BTC region,
Brahmasaid, “ Themandate
will befor theBTR treaty as
amagjority of the population
want its successful imple-
mentation. TheBPF party will
be hampered by its opposi-
tiontotheBTR treaty. Asfor
the BJPR, it does not have a
base here and no matter how
aggressvely they campaign,

they will not see growth
here.” Claiming that the pub-
lic now has* unprecedented
faith” inthe UPPL, Brahma
said that his party’s ascen-
sonis“naturd” anditiswell
poised for an election
triumph.Responding to
rumoursof apossbledliance
between the UPPL and the
BJP, Brahmasaid, “Thereis
no understanding between
the BJP and the BPF parties
asour candidates are squar-
ing off against each other in
the Contd...Page 6
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added. He aso said that
dncethefedtiva isal about
abgtinence, purificationand
discipline, the observance
of Chhath Pujawould give
strength and zedl tothe so-
ciety to overcome chal-
lengeslikeCOVID19.
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Global treaty to tackle plastic pollution B

gains seam without USand UK

Support is growing
internationally for anew global treaty
to tackle the plastic pollution crisis,
it hasemerged, though so far without
the two biggest per capita waste
producers - the US and the UK -
which have yet to signal their
participation.A UN working group
onmarinelitter and microplasticsmet
at avirtual conference last week to
discuss the issue. More than two-
thirds of UN member states,
includingAfrican, Baltic, Caribbean,
Nordic and Pecific states, aswell as
the EU, have declared they are open
to considering the option of a new
agreement.Thetreaty would be akin
totheParisclimate agreement or the
Montreal protocol to prevent ozone
depletion. Neither the UK nor theUS
have declared their desire for anew
agreement.Britain, which leavesthe
EU at the end of the year, is
considering one of two options: to
support increasing calls for
negotiating a new global treaty, or
to strengthen existing agreementsto
reduce plastic waste. A decision by
Zac Goldsmith, a minister for the
environment, is understood to be
imminent. The US has so far
opposed aninternational agreement
on plastic waste.The UN
environment assembly, which set up
the ad hoc working group (AHEG)
onmarineplagticsin 2017, concluded
that the existing international legal
framework governing plastic
pollution, including the Stockholm
and the Basel conventions, is
fragmented and ineffective. Theflow
of plastic into the ocean is expected
to triple by 2040 if current trends
continue, up to 29m tonnes ayear -
the equivalent of 50kg for every
metre of coastlinein the world. All
efforts made and announced so far
to curb plastic waste are expected to
reducethevolumeby only 7%. Once

Major breakthrough needed toavert
no-deal Brexit, sayslrisnminister

in the sea, it breaks down into
microplastics, to be ingested by

marinelife.Politicd momentumfor a

global agreement to addressthefull
lifecycleof plastic hasbeen growing,
with several high-level ministerial
declarationsin favour.A hugeball of
old nets and plastic waste in the

e

=
North  Pacific
subtropical
convergence zone- more commonly
known asthe Grest Pacific garbage
patch.Earlier thismonth, aresolution
caling for the world community to
agreeto abinding global agreement
wasadopted by International Union
for the Conservation of Nature
members, and 2 million people have
signed a petition calling for one to
beadopted.At last week'sfourth and
final meeting of the AHEG group,
which will feed into UNEA's 5th
conferencein 2021 and 2022, many
delegates expressed concern that
the crisis was being exacerbated by
excess plastic pollution linked to
personal protective equipment
necessary to fight the coronavirus
pandemic.Several delegations
voiced support of a new global
agreement, although there was no
consensus on whether it would only
address marine plastic litter or go

Ken McVegh

further to tackleplastics pollution as
awhole and if it would be legaly
binding.Ayub Macharia, thedirector
of the Nationa Environment Agency
in Kenya, said the world required a
global agreement to protect a
"common heritage, our planet Earth”.
He told delegates: "Kenya is on

. -
record inissuing a
ban on polythene
bagsin 2017 andinsingleuseplastic
bags in protected areas in
2019."Without internationa backup,
however, Kenya's actions a one did
not reduce waste, Macharia said,
declaring that "because of our
porous borders which allow the
illegal trafficking of plastic,” it was
merely pushed across Kenya's
borders to other countries.Some
industriesthat manufactured plastic
bags in Kenya simply migrated to
neighbouring countries, he
said.Roxanne Blesam, chief
executive officer of Palau's
environmental quality protection
board, said the republic joined the
"overwhelming mgjority of AHEG
experts who have indicated support
for abinding global agreement”, and
supported aproposition put forward
by the EU for an intergovernmental
negotiating committeeto start work

onit.Hugo-MariaSchaly, head of the
multilateral environmental
cooperation unit at the European
commission, claimed the EU had
been aproponent of astronger global
framework to address marine litter
and marine plastic pollution for some
time, and that the lack of
participation so far by the US
remained a huge obstacle."We see
moves by the US to come to some
kind of understanding, but I'm not
sure that the difficulties can be
bridged," Schally said.Many NGOs
believe that an international
agreement isthe only viable option
to tackle plastic waste. One model
for such a treaty, drawn by the
Environmental Investigations
Agency (EIA), involves four key
pillars: monitoring and reporting, to
examine the extent of the problem;
prevention; coordination; and
technical and financial support, for
example aid to developing
countries."Maintaining the status
quo is not only untenable, it would
have catastrophic implications for
planet Earth,” said ChristinaDixon,
senior ocean campaigner at EIA. "It's
therefore heartening to see such
growing convergence around a
globa and legally binding treaty to
combat plastic pollution."Tim
Grabiel, senior lawyer at EIA, said:
"Support for a global treaty on
plastic pollution is a critical action
that the Biden administration can
take to correct the wrongs of the
Trump era. Over thelast four years,
we have continually encountered
opposition from the Trump
adminigrationtotruly addressplagtic
pollution, dowing down progressand
watering down internationa efforts.
We are hopeful that, with achangein
leadership at the top, the USwill join
its dlies and support a globa treaty
onplagtic pollutionat UNEA-5.

arack Obama rulesout

rolein Biden cabinet -
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The 44th president madetheremark in
an interview with CBS Sunday Morning,
two days ahead of publication of his
memoir, A Promised Land. He was dueto
speak to CBS again, for 60 Minutes, on
Sunday night.Biden, Obama's vice-
president from 2009 to 2017, is preparing
to become the 46th
president in January,

Martin Pengdly

uld leave me

tougher" for his wife to pursue her own
law career, he writes. "More than once
Michelle had decided not to pursue an
opportunity that excited her but would
have demanded too much time away from
the girls."... With my election [as
president] she'd been forced to giveup a
jobwithreal impact for arole[asfirst lady]
that - initsoriginal design, at least - was
far too small for her gifts." The Obamas
literary gifts have at least paid off. A
Promised Land is part of areported $65m
deal with Penguin Random Housethat also
covered Becoming, Michelle Obama's
memoir, released in 2018, and which has
sold more than 10m copies. The former
president is expected to produce a second
volume.He also discussed the first with
Oprah Winfrey, for Apple TV in an
interview scheduled to broadcast in full
on Tuesday.In areleased clip, Obamatold
Winfrey he and Michelle "went through
our rough patches in
the White House, as

having defeated Donald Trump at the
polls.Asked how hewill help Biden, Obama
said: "He doesn't need my advice, and |
will help himinany waysthat | can. Now,
I'm not planning to suddenly work on the
White House staff or something." Susan
Rice and Michelle Flournoy are among
Obama administration veterans
reportedly being considered for key posts
under Biden.Asked if he would consider
a cabinet position, Obama said: "There
are some things | would not be doing
because Michelle would leave me. She'd
be like, what? You're doing what?'The
Obamas have enough to occupy their time
asit is, not least through establishing a
charitable foundation and fulfilling a
production deal with Netflix.In hisbook,
Obama considers what his meteoric rise
to the US Senate and then the White
House meant for hismarriageto Michelle
and family lifewith their daughters, Sasha
and Malia."My career in politics, with its
prolonged absences, had made it even

she's written about, she's talked about.
But | tell you that thething that | think we
were good about was talking stuff
through, never losing fundamental love
and respect for each other, and prioritising
our kids."Though Trump shows no sign
of willingly giving up power, hismemoirs
are already the subject of speculation -
and arumoured $100m pricetag.Another
passage of Obama's CBSinterview might
have had resonance for the current
president, had he been watching.Obama
discussed what it is like to have the
luxurious trappings of office, in this
instance the presidential motorcade,
inevitably taken away."I'm driving along,"
Obama said, laughing. "I'm still not
driving, but [I'm] inthecar. I'minthe car
inthe backseat and I'm looking at my iPad
or something. And suddenly, we stop and
I'm like, 'What's going on? There'sared
light. There'sacar right next to us. Some
kids are eating a burrito or something in
the backseat.

TrytheNew TideFresh & Clean for Free

Kickstarting Tide's biggest product sampling ever, it aims to drive more than 20 lakh trials

Brexit negotiations on atrade deal
resumeinacrucial week, asit emergedtaks
on theissue of EU accessto British fishing
waters have not progressed since the
summer.As the two sidesre-engaged in the
troubled discussions, with less than seven
weeksto go before the
end of the trandition
period, Ireland'sforeign
minister, Simon Coveney, said the
negotiations were "not in agood place”" on
fishing rights."Weredlly arein thelast week
to 10 daysof this, if thereisnot amajor
breakthrough over the next week to 10 days
then | think weredlly arein trouble and the
focuswill shift to preparing for ano-trade
dedl and al the disruption that that brings,”
hesaid."l think the British government
understand only too well what's required for
aded thisweek, thered quetionis
whether the political appetiteisthereto do
it. I think wewill [get adedl], that'sbeen my
prediction for awhile, but | won't be
shocked if it all falls gpart." The outstanding
issuesremain thelevel of accessto UK
watersprovided to EU fishing fleets, fair
competition rulesfor business - including
rules on domestic subsidies - and the
mechanisminthefina treaty for resolving
future disputes. The UK's chief negotiator,
David Frogt, tweeted on Sunday that there
had been "some progress in a positive
direction in recent days'. But heinssted

Danie Boffey

that his negotiating position on the most
contentious issues would not soften in light
of the departure of Boris Johnson's chief
adviser, Dominic Cummings, theformer
campaign director for VoteLeaveltis
understood that common ground is being
found on the shape of adedl for how both
sdeswill regulate domestic subsidies. But
thereis no agreement on amechanismon
maintaining Smilar basdlineenvironmentd,
labour and socid standards in the yearsto
come. TheUK ingstsit will not tieitsdlf to
the Brussel srulebook.Coveney particularly
emphasised the danger posed by the issue
of fishing rights to blow up the negotiations
despiteitscomparatively small economic
vaue."It'salot moreemotive, and alot more
political quite frankly," he said. "What the
British government has
promised to their fishing
industry, versus Michel
Barnier'snegotiating mandate from the EU
isavery, very wide gap."He continued: "It's
not good ... the negotiationsare not in a
good place when it comesto fishing. There
hasn't really been any successin closing
the gap between the positions of either side
and until wefind away of doing that there
isn't going to be an agreement, sowerein
thesameplaceinfishing, aswewereinmid-
summer."Neither sidereally hasbudged
from their position, there'sbeen minor
concessions discussed on both sides but
redlly it hasn't moved anywhere."The EU's
chief negotiator, Michel Barnier, had hoped
to provide a positive progress report to the
bloc's 27 heads of Sate et a
videoconference call on Thursday but the
timeline appearsto bedipping.Senior MEPs
have ingsted that the European parliament
needs at least three weeks to scrutinise any
dedl before avote onrétification. A voteis
pencilledinfor 16 December but sources
said an extraordinary parliamentary session
could be announced for 28 December.

Bhushan Kumar ( T- Series) and Om
Raut (Retrophiles) produced
Adipurush to release on Independence

Day Week

end 2022

Adipurush is slated to release on 11th
August 2022! With Independence Day
2022 fallingon aMonday, it will havea5-
day extended opening weekend at the box
office. The film will be directed by Om
Raut, produced by Bhushan Kumar of T-
Series, Om Raut, Prasad Sutar and Rajesh
Nair of Retrophiles, and is in the pre-
production stage, scheduled to go on
floors in January 2021! The film will be
released in Hindi, Telugu, Tamil,
Malayalam and Kannada.

across | ndia for its new variant, Tide Fresh and Clean

&l

Net Wt.:
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India, Nov 19: Tidelndia one
of the leading fabric care brandsin
Indiafrom P& G isback to redefine
audience engagement and enhance
consumer experience, withitslatest

free in-store product
experientid campaign
for its newest
productTide Fresh
and Clean. The new
'vellow' Tide was
launched in
September with the
promise of great
cleaning that fits the
budget. With this
sampling drive, Tide
amsto get more and
more peopletotry the
new product! With
thisactivation, Tideis
bringing the
opportunity to try the
new product near
you, inyour own city.
The brand aims to
route the biggest free
product trid sreaching
more than 2 lakh
stores across launch
regionsengaging morethan 20lakh
consumers with free samples.
Consumerscandamther 100g Tide
Fresh and Clean sample everyday
till 22nd November fromtheir neerest

retailer or SMS TRY TIDE<Pin
Code> to 7039555555 to receive
details of their 3 nearest Sores.
You may have come across the
latest, very fun film on Tide Fresh
and Clean on your TV, with actor
Sanjay Mishra and famed actress
AyeshaRaza Therangehasquickly
turned into a household favourite,
asit hastaken away the struggle of
finding a budget friendly product
with both, optimal quality and
guantity. The innovative and
ground-bresking fabric deaner offers
a3in1benefit asit fightstough dirt
on clothes, provides an excellent
freshnesswith a subtle fragrance of
Lemon & Mint, and delivers an
outstanding product quality at a
pricethat will keep any pocket happy.
The product has been launched
in your city in September andis
availableintwo sizes-500g at Rs.
35, and 1 KG a Rs. 69.The specid
freesamplepack of 100gisavailable
at sdlect outletsfor alimited period
only. Avalableinapremium package,
the TideFreshand Cleanisaneyebdl
grabber, as the shopkeepers and
consumers are adl equaly atracted

to try out the new'PedlaWaaTide.

About Procter & Gamble

P& G servesconsumersinIndia
with one of the strongest portfolios
of trusted, quity, leadership brands,
including Vicks ®, Arid®, Tide®,
Whisper®, Olay®, Gillette®,
AmbiPur®, Pampers®, Pantene®,
Orad-B®, Head & Shoulders® and
Old Spice®. P& G operatesthrough
3entitiesinIndiaof which 2 arelisted
on NSE & BSE. The listed P&G
entities are: 'Procter & Gamble
Hygiene& Hedth CareLimited' and
'GillettelndiaLimited', whereasthe
unlisted entity (which is a 100%
subsidiary of the parent company
in the U.S) operates by the name
'Procter & Gamble Home Products
Ltd." In the last 12 years, P&G's
signature CSR program P& G
Shiksha has built and supported
1000 schoals that will impact the
livesof 10,00,000 underprivileged
children across the country by
providing them with access to
education. Please visit http://
www.pg-India.com for the latest
news and in-depth information
about P& G Indiaand its brands.

Over 100stentigsjoin handswiththeUnited Nationstobuild
publicconfidencein COVID-19vacanesthrough TeamHalo

India, November 19 : Astheworld
esgely awatstherall out of COVID-
19 vaccinesthe United Nations hes
collaborated with The Vaccine
Confidence Project a the University
of London's Schoal of Hygieneand
Tropicd MedicinetoundertakeTeam
Halo, an initiative which aims to
counter the misnformation around
COVID-19vaccines Asper arecent
aurvey conductedby Loca Cirdes, 61
per cent respondentsfrom Indiasaid
thet they are scepticd about COVID-
19 vaccines and would prefer not to
takeitimmediatdy evenif itismade
avaladle by early next year.Thisis
worrying newsfor scientigsworking
to develop vaccines that will put an
end to the pandemic.

Through this initiative, over 100
stientigshavejoined handstotackle
the issue of misnformation around
COVID-19 vaccines and build
confidence by busting myths and
shainginformationonthesafety and
effectiveness of vaccines on socid
media.Globally, the initiative is

supported by scientists who are
involved in the race of coronavirus
vaccine developmentacross the
world's top indtitutes like Imperid
College London, Harvard Medicd
Schoal, University of Sao Paulo,
University of Barcdona andmany
athers. Inlndia, over 2 dientistshave
joined Team Halo from renowned
inditutessuch asIngtitute of Medicd
Sciences and Sum Hospital,
Bhubaneswar; PGIMER, Chandigath;
Nizams|ndituteof Medicd Sciences
Hyderabad; 1T Indore; Chrigtian
Medical College, Vellore; SRM
Research Ingtitute, Chennai; and
Deep Children's Hospital and
Research Centre, Gandhidham.
Speaking about the initiative, Dr
Gagandeep Kang, Professor of
Microbiology at Chrigian Medica
College Vellore, Chair of the
Immunization Technical Advisory
Group for the World Health
Organisation South East Asian
Region and aTeam Ha o contributor
whoworksonvaccinedeve opment,

dinicd andlboratory
evduationof vecanes
and vaccination
policysaid"At my
institution we are
studying how
COVID-19renfection
operates and | am
exdtedabout opening

Team
Halo

up the story of the
seachfor COVID-19veacdinesforthe
public. People want to know about
the science and gtories behind the
headlines, and I'm delighted to be
experimenting with socia media to
mekesariouspointsincreativeways”
Melissa Fleming, United Nations
Under-Secretary-Generd for Globa
Communicationssaid" Rampant
misnformationhesundermined public
trugtinvaccines. Team Haoisabout
reclaiming that trust. These are
incredible people doing exciting
science as part of a global
collaboration. We should be
ceebrating them for helping us get
totheend of thisawful pandemic.”

TeamHalolndia will also allow
sientigsto respondto questionsfrom
thepublicand directly counter vaccine
misnformationand rumoursspreading
inpartsof theinternet. Dr Shiv Ailla,
Professor of Medicine and Hedlth
Sdences & Technology & Harvard
Medicd School, said'Science is a
universal endeavour. We heer alot
ebouttheeffortsof individud countries
tofind avaccine, but theredlity isthat
this hes dways been a globd effort.
Whether it's the internetiond teeams
workinginany givenlaboratory orthe
collaboration acrossborderssncethe
firg days of this crids, we have been
trying to gop this virus together.”
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APWWS West Siang takes out Candle
March in Protest against gruesome

murder

Women Welfare Society, West Siang Unit led
by its President Smti Marbom RibaBagraand
senior women of thedistrict took out aCandle
March fromitsofficeto Nehru Chowk in pro-
test against the gruesome murder of seven
month old pregnant Techi Meena Lishi near
Karsingsa block point around 25 km from
Itanagar on 5 th Nov last. Congregating at
Nehru Chowk to pay tribute to the departed
soul, President APWWS West Siang Unit
Smti Bagra said that thisis the rarest of the
rare crime meted to awoman by her own hus-
band and first of itskind inthis peaceful state.
The perpetrator of the crime has not only

of Techi Mn L ishi

Aalo, Nov 19 : The ArUhachal Pradesh

killed late M eenabut al so aseven month old
baby growing in her womb and urged thelaw
enforcing authority to give stringent punish-
ment to Roni Lishi and al Contract Killers
who were involved in the murder. The West
Siang women also lauded the Capital Police
for making agreat breakthrough inthe Meena
Techi Lishi murder case. What was pre planned
as an accidental case turned out to be a
coldblooded murder of aninnocent and humble
woman and women wing hereassuredtoraise
their voiceinany platform. Smti Jumde Gamlin,
Chairperson a so spoke on the occasion. One
minutes silence was al so observed as mark of
respect to the departed soul

Sressed on the highlight

of wdfare schemes

Meeting of the OBC Marcha of
BJP held at Spajhar

SIPAJHAR, Nov 19: Theyoung membersof
the Bharatiya JanataParty (BJP) should befully
active with war footing manner for the forth-
coming Assembly election of the state. They
should take initiative to highlight the welfare
schemes implemented by the government so
that the people may get benefits from those
schemes",Said DibyaJyoti Sarma, president
of Yuva Marcha, Darrang district committee
of Bharatiya Janata Party. He was addressing
the meeting of the executive committee of the
Other Backward Class(OBC) Marcha, Darrang
district committee of Bharatiya Janata Party
held at the premises of Sipajhar Academy un-
der the president ship of Nipan Nath, presi-
dent, OBC, Marcha, Darrang district commit-
tee .Addressing the meeting MLA, Sipgjhar
LAC Binandakumar Saikiahasstrongly criti-
cized the politicsas Congress Party and urged

uponthepublictofollow the politics of devel-
opment of Bharatiya Janata Party. Guru Jyoti
Das, MLA, Mangadai LACinhisspeech has
stressed on the need of strengthening the base
of social media. Dhirendra Deka, President,
Darrang ZilaParishad, Ajit Kumar Deka, Vice
president of Darrang district committee of
Bharatiya Janata Party, Mihir Saharia, secre-
tary of Darrang district committee, BJP, Jitu
Barua and Haren Deka, president of Sipajhar
and Patharighat Mandal committee of BJPR,
Pankaj Das, state secretary of OBC Marcha,
Janjit Barman, Darrang district Pravari of BJP
and Ripunjoy Saikia, statein-charge of college
and university out reach were attended in the
mesting asguest of honar, Thevariousschemes
undertaken by the both central and state gov-
ernment for theinterest of the OBC communi-
ties of the state in details.

Tension rises in Kanchanpur after pump

> . y -
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Agartala, November 19: A 36-year-old wa-
ter pump operator was attacked by a group
of miscreantsin Purba L axmipur areawhich
has escalated tension between the two
groups in Kanchanpur sub-divisionAmidst
the ongoing indefinite protest in Tripura
against the re-settlement of the Bru migrants
in Kanchanpur sub-division on Tuesday, a
36-year-old water supply operator was at-
tacked by agroup of miscreantsin the Purba
Laxmipur area which has escalated tension
between the two groups.Reportedly on Tues-
day morning while Subal Dey was attending
his duty at the water supply, he argued with a
group of people who later started assaulting
him and attacked him with a sharp
weapon.L ater hewasrushed to Dasda primary
health centre from where he was shifted to
Kanchanpur sub-division hospital. Later the
doctors on duty referred him to North district
hospital in Dharmanagar.Following the inci-
dent, ateam of policeled by Kanchanpur sub-
division police officer (SDPO) Bikramjit
Shukladas rushed to the spot, while a huge
deployment of police and TSR had made
across Kanchanpur sub-division to keep the
situation under control.The North district
superintendent of police, Bhanupada
Chakraborty also reached Kanchanpur to
take stock of the situation in Kanchanpur.
Meanwhile, a meeting through video con-
ference was conveyed by the North district
magistrate B Nagesh Kumar to hold talks

Coaching ingtitutes, private school s defy govt order, open hostels

ITANAGAR, November 19 : Despite the
government's notification for continued clo-
sure of hogtels, residential schools, coach-
ingingtitutesand afew private schoolsinthe
capital have opened their hostels for
students.Some schools in the capital have
opened hostels for higher secondary stu-
dents, and some parents have raised con-
cern over health issues and proper mainte-
nance of the Covid standard operating pro-
cedures (SOP).A parent also informed that
they were askd to get their wards tested for
Covid-19 before coming to the hostel, and to
produce the test results.However, school

operator allegedly thrashed by miscreants

with the agitated group.Speaking with
EastM 0jo, Sushanta Bikash Barua, convener
of IMC said that Subal was attacked by a
group of Bru refugees and their leaders and
he was referred to the district hospital with
serious injuries."We have participated in a
meeting called by the North district magis-
trate in presence of the Kanchanpur sub-
division magistrate. We have been asked to
withdraw our protest. However, we have de-
nied their appeal and demanded that until and
unless our demands are met the protest would
continue", Barua said.He also said that the
indefinite protest would continue unless as-
surancein black and white from the state min-
istry or secretary level is handed over to
them.Since Monday the Joint Movement
Committee consisting of Bengali and Mizo
organisations have called for an indefinite
strikefrom Monday, alleging breach of prom-
ise by the Tripuragovernment in the resettle-
ment of Bru migrants in Kanchanpur
subdivision.Nagarik SurakshaMancha, alo-
cal Bengali organisation, wasformed in De-
cember last year following violence during
the series of anti-CAA protests in parts of
Kanchanpur sub-division. Several shopsand
houses were vandalised in the violence,
which the Mancha said was perpetrated by
tribal protestersincluding Bru migrantsfrom
therelief camps.Earlier in January, after sign-
ing the agreement, Union home minister Amit
Shah had announced a 40x30 ft area plot to
build a house, Rs 4 lakh as fixed deposit, fi-
nancial aid of Rs5,000 per month along with
freeration supply for the next two yearstoal
the Bru families. To build houses, an amount
of Rs 1.5 lakh will also be provided to every
family.The Tripuragovernment had identified
atotal of 3,600 hectares of land in 11 loca-
tionsin list onefor resettling 4, 900 families
comprising 33,000 people across the state.

Role of media, media persons
highlighted, tributespaidto TaroChatung

ITANAGAR, November 19: The
role of the mediain creating and
shaping public opinion, and the
responsibility of mediapersonsas
watchdogs of the society were
highlighted in detail during the
National Press Day celebration
here on Monday.The event was
organized by the Arunachal Press
Club (APC), the Arunachal
Pradesh Union of Working Jour-
nalists (APUWJ), the Arunachal
Electronic and Digital MediaAs-
sociation (AEDMA) andthedirec-
torate of information & public
relations.Addressing the gather-
ing of journalists from across the
state, APUWJ president Amar
Sangno called upon the media
comrades to reaffirm to preserve,
protect and defend the freedom of
the press and uphold the highest
standards of journalism.Sangno
said that, as the world at present
isbattling the Covid-19 pandemic,
theroad ahead would betough for
the journalists."We all have seen
and experienced one of the dark-
est chapters of human history in
themillennium. | salutethosecom-
rades who have been reporting
fearlesdly, risking their lives and
of their loved ones during the
Covid-19 lockdown alongside
other frontlineworkersto dissemi-
nate, correct, unbiased and cred-
ibleinformation to themasses," he
said. The APUWJ president also
raised concern over themushroom-
ing of digital and social media
platforms." Though the Interna-
tional Federation of Journdists- the
largest working journalist'sorgani-
zation intheworld - advocatesthe
growth of independent digital me-
diato make democracy vibrant and
strong, themushrooming of digital
and social media platforms is a
threat to principled and ethical me-
dia houses," he said.Sangno said
these media organizations are nei-
ther obliged to the fundamental
principlesof journaism, nor dothey
follow thebasicjournaistic ethics,
thusjeopardizing the noble profes-
sion. Sangno on behalf of the
state'smediacommunity expressed
gratitude to the Pema Khandu-led

government for its constant sup-
port and cooperation for the healthy
growth of the media in the state.
Hea so said that the passing of the
Arunachal Electronic Media Ad-
vertisement Policy, 2020, by the
state government would help the
proprietorsof digital and electronic
media houses ensure quality jour-
nalism and aso provide jobs and
personal security to working jour-
nalists and other
employees.Sangno also called

upon the state government to come
up with aspecial "journalists pro-
tection act" to ensure the safety of
working journalistsin the state.He
further called upon the authorities
concerned to "end impunity for
crimeagaingt journalistsacrossthe
state and country."Several other
plights of the state's scribes with
regard to their remuneration, job
security, etc, werea so highlighted
by the APUWJ president.Speaking
as one of the resource persons of
the workshop themed "Words, vi-
suasanditsimpact onjournaistic
content' that followed, Rajiv
Gandhi University'sMass Commu-
nication Head Moji Riba called
upon the media persons to be
earnest.Speaking on the topic, 'So
why am | in the media? Ribasaid
the challenges and responsibilities
of journalists have grown bigger
in today'sworld "and they need to
introspect their purpose of being
in the field of journalism and the
values they hold for themselves

and the profession.""You are re-
sponsible for your work as docu-
menting and reporting stories is
'bearing honourablewitnessto his-
tory'. So, journalistsmust makesure
that they build the relationship of
trust with their audience by pro-
viding the correct information,”
Ribasaid.Hesaid what ajournalist
writes and shows shapes the vi-
sion of the audience, and therefore
there are consequences for the
same."We are accountable for our
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work, so we must aso be ready to
face disapprovals and questions,”
he added.Ribad so lauded thejour-
nalists and the media houses for
the role they played during the
Covid-19 pandemic."At a time
when the entire world was at a
standstill, our media did not shut
down. Putting their own lives at
risk, the media persons have
played animportant rolein educat-
ing people and helped mitigate the
impact of the pandemic. Thisisthe
power of what to do and what we
want to do," he said.Deputy edi-
tor of The Arunachal Times,
Tongam Rina said "laying out the
facts' should bemoreimportant for
a journalist while telling their
stories.Rina, who was speaking on
the topic 'Contextualizing factsin
the news said "fact is always out
there for one who finds it, and dll
one needs to do is make an
effort.""A journalist should better
chase facts than work on meeting
deadlines," she said, and called

PIB Guwahati Webinar on 'Covid precaution

awareness and Efficacy of Yoga and AYUSH sygems

of medicine and health care for bang healthy'

Guwahati, Nov 19: Yogaand Disci-
plines of AYUSH to build healthy
system and for risk mitigation to
commonfluinwinter, expertsopined
inaWebinar organised by Pressin-
formation Bureau, Guwahati onthe
topic 'Covid precaution awareness
and Efficacy of Yoga and AYUSH
systemsof medicineand hedlth care
for being hedlthy' heretoday. Experts
from Ayurveda, Yogaand Naturopa:
thy, Homeopathy, Unani and Psy-
chologists dong with academicians
deliberated and discussed about
healthy system and its awareness
from medical, academic and policy
perspective. Ayurvedic Physician
Padma Bhushan and Padma Shri Dr
Vaidya DevendraTriguna said that
Ayurveda medication system plays
avita role in people-centric hedlth
care services. He said that India
knowledgein medication sysemhas
been strengthening which could be
leveraged for betterment of human-
ity. He said that India's medical
knowledge has immense potential
to tackle the imminent issues of
hedth. In this Covid scenario, he
said AY USH system of medication
has tremendous potential. Yoga
GuruPadmaShri Dr Bharat Bhushan
saidthat Indiaisemerging asaYoga
degtination of theworld asitisplay-
ing acatalytic role for the wellness
of citizensby being hedthy. Hesaid
that Indiais a country which have

had famed places such asPatliputra
and Nalandaand persondlitiessuch
as Rishi Aurobindo and Chanakya,
a country with its richness of cul-
tureexemplifies'Ek Bharat Shreshtha
Bharat'. Hesad that Yogaisnot only
about being disciplined, but also
about being proactive in having
healthy activities. Talking about
Prime Minister ShriNarendraModi
and hisvision, Dr Bhushan said that
endeavour isfor cultura and spiri-
tual development, whereYogaplays
a quintessential role. Dr Subhas
Singh, Director and HoD in a de-
partment of Nationd Ingtituteof Ho-
meopathy, Kolkata said that Covid
precaution during thewinter isvery
vital because of the cold westher.
He said that it is the responsibility
of the parents to explain their chil-
dren about theefficacy of Covid pre-
caution. Dr Manzoor Ahmad,
MS(Surgery), ZVM Unani Medica
Collegeand Hospitd, Punesaid that
various disciplines of AYUSH of
medicine system and Yoga helpsto
behedthy. Hesad adisciplinedwork
habit and daily nutritious food pro-
vides the strength to ward off most
of the common flu issues. Ms
Sayantani Sinha, Psychologist and
Clinical Hypnotherapist said that
mogt of theissues are psychological
and parents have to listen to their
childrentotackletheissues. Shesaid
that stress management and londli-

nessof children could betackledwith
quality time by parents and the chil-
dren should be encouraged to do
things which motivate them to be
healthy. Shri NagendraNath Tiwari,
Deputy Technicd Adviser, Food and
Nutrition Board, Eastern Region,
Kolkatasaid that nutritiousfood and
having vitaminsand proteinsinfood
helpsto tackle most of the hedlthis-
sues Dr. LopamudraDatta, Principd,
Guru Nanak Indtitute of Pharmaceu-
ticd Science and Technology said
that awarenessabout Covid precau-
tion is vital during the winter as
behaviour and attitude is pivotal to
tacklethehedthissues. Shesaidthat
students play a catalytic role in
awareness as they could educate
their friends. Talking about the pro-
visos of the Constitution, Abdur
Rahman Mallick, Advocate Delhi
High Court said that societdl aware-
ness is vital as he lauded PIB
Guwahati on this awareness en-
deavour. He said that awarenesson
public hedthinitiativesnot only help
citizens, but also adds to the
endeavours of the hedlth fraternity
in effectiveand efficient resultsand
effortsfor tackling Covidissues. The
informativeand knowledgewebinar
was planned and coordinated by
Shri Samrat Bandyopadhyay, Joint
Director (M & C), PIB, Guwahati.
Senior officers of PIB were present
inwebinar.

upon the media persons to stay
away from giving opinionsintheir
reports.Speaking onthetopic 'Blur-
ring the lines between journaism
and content creation’, senior jour-
nalist Mukul Pathak called upon his
juniors to aways follow the path
of truth, accuracy, humility and ac-
countability, andto befair andim-
partial in what they write and
show."You are accountable for
your work, so you should be able
to take responsibility if there are
discrepancies. Also, be open to
feedback and criticisms," he
said.Pathak said thereisathinline
between journalism and content
creation asthere are certain guide-
linesto befollowedintheformer.He
also urged his media comrades to
stay away from being activists.| PR
Deputy Director Denhang Bosa,
speaking on the topic 'Challenges
of government media, spoke of the
issues the district IPR officers
(DIPRO) face while carrying out
their duties due to connectivity
issues.He, however, thanked the
mediapersons of the statefor their
coordination and support with re-
gard to disseminating information
on severa developmental aspects
of the government."We can coor-
dinate and work together asweare
inthesameboat," Bosal said.Earlier,
the event saw additional PRO to
the chief minister, Rup Jyoti Pater
read out a self-composed eulogy
on veteran journalist late Taro
Chatung, who passed away ayear
ago.This was followed by the
screening of adocumentary on late
Chatung's life, and a two-minute
silence to remember the departed
soul.While APC president Dodum
Yangfo welcomed the guests,
AEDMA president Migom Toko
extended the vote of
thanks.Among others, Transport
Secretary Dani Sulu, PRO to the
spesker, Sanjay Mosing, TaroAlie
Pradhan, wife of late Chatung,
DIPROs (Itanagar capital region
and headquarters) and officials of
the | PR department joined the me-
diafraternity ontheday.All Covid-
19-related protocol swerefollowed
during the celebration.

SshuBandhu
Award con-
ferredtoGirish
ChandraSarma

SIPAJHAR, Nov 19 :
Sodou Assam Moina
Parijat, a pioneer organi-
zation for the all round
personality development
of the children of the state
has conferred Sishu
Bandhu Award to Girish
Chandra Sarma of
Hazarikapara in Darrang
district as recognition to
his organizational activi-
ties and contributions for
the development of the
children. Representing
the State executive com-
mittee of the Moina
Parijat the award was pre-
sented to Girish Sarma at
a function by Dr Mrinal
Kumar Nath, president of
Mangaldai Zila Moina
Parijat, Basanta Saikia,
secretary, Rana Alam,
state executive commit-
tee of Sadhu Assam
Moina Parijat and
Kamaljit Sarma, admin-
istrative officer . It may
be mentioned here that
Girish Chandra Sarmais
one of the leading orga-
nizer of MoinaParijat and
offer hisimportant serviceto
both Hazarikepara Meghdi
MainaPaijatand Mangal dai
ZilaMoinaParijat.

Esther Hnamte receives
cash incentive, letter
from Mizoram Governor

authoritiesclaimedthat it was" safer to allow
students to stay in the hostels, instead of
continuing to mingle with too many people
outside and then attending classes and min-
glingwiththeir classmates."" Thosewho have
tested negative are the only ones being a-
lowed to stay in the hogtels. If we can allow
sit-in classes, whereeveryone comesin after
mingling with innumerable people outside,
why should not we consider alowing hos-
telsto open, aswell - they are closed to out-
Sders and are safer. Nobody knows when
Covid-19isgoing toleave. For how longwill
we shut down schools and hostel s? Students

from outside the capita are the ones who
mostly require staying in hostels. How will
they attend classes if hostels are not open?
We are following al the SOPs and have to
livewiththenew normal," school authorities
said.Responding to the concerns of the par-
ents, All Arunachal Private Schools Asso-
ciation president James Techi Tarainformed
that the association is following the norms
of the government and has not allowed
schoolsto open hostel s. At the sametime, he
said that "the schools which parents have
claimed have opened their hostelsmust have
undertaken certain precautionary measures

and strategies. No school will take the risk
of putting their studentsin danger. If aspe-
cific school has opened its hostel, the par-
ents should enquire about the preventive
measuresthe school istaking to ensure that
there is no outbreak of Covid-19
there."Education Minister Taba Tedir had
announced the opening of schools for
Classes 10 and 12 from 16 November on-
wards. As per the notification issued by the
directorate of secondary education on 6 No-
vember, "Class 1 to 8, 9 and 11, residentia
schools, hostel sand coaching ingtitutes shall
not open till further order.”

Aizawl, November 19: Esther Hnamte, the four-year-old
singing sensation from Lunglei in Mizoram, whose Vande
Mataram rendition stirred souls acrossthe nation, hasbeen
awarded appreciation letter and cash incentive by Mizoram
Governor PS Sreedharan Pillai.Esther's uncle Beiseia
Renthlei said that she received Rs 5,000 and citation from
the Governor. Thefamily is"really happy and excited" on
receiving the recognition, he added.Renthlei said they plan
on using the money her next project. She is coming up
with another video for Christmas.Esther hailsfrom Lunglei
district in MizoramEsther's cover of AR Rahman's Maa
Tujhe Salaam had caught the eye of the nation, including
the singer himself and Prime Minister NarendraModi.
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Thecovid-19
antibody

Historically, medical research has often taken a one-size-
fits-all approach, lumping women and men together despite
growing evidence that the sexes differ in how they catch and
fight disease. Covid-19 seemsto be acasein point, with women
morelikely to beinfected, but men thought to beupto twice as
likely to die from the virus. The study - which has not yet been
peer-reviewed - tracked for nearly six months 308 staffers at
Strasbourg University hospital sin France who had aconfirmed
Covid-positive test. Most of the recruited patients had mild
disease.Different antibodies were measured using three differ-
ent tests at two points over a172-day period. At thefirst blood
sampling, men older than 50 and those with abody massindex
(BMI) of morethan 25 exhibited the highest antibody levels.At
the second sampling, levelsof antibodies (including neutralising
proteins designed to thwart the virus from latching on to hu-
man cells) had fallen further in men than in women regardless of
age and BMI, the researchers said." Other studies have shown
that men have a higher antibody response than women in the
acute phase - but we're showing that even though men have a
higher responsein the beginning, their fall inantibody levelsis
much quicker over time, whilewomen seemto have more stable
levels," said author Samira Fafi-Kremer, head of virology at
Strasbourg University hospitals."| call thisthe new manifesta-
tion of girl power," shejoked.The decline appearsto depend on
how high antibody levelsreached to begin with, added Olivier
Schwartz, the report's author and head of the Pasteur Institute's
virus and immunity unit. "So if you have more antibodies, you
will haveamorerapid decline, but we don't know exactly why,"
hesaid.Dr SabraKlein, co-director of the Johns Hopkins Center
for women's health, sex, and gender research, said vaccine de-
velopers should analyse data to compare male and female re-
sponsesover time becauseit waslikely the male-biased decline
inantibodieswould occur following vaccination aswell."If func-
tional antibody responses decline to a greater degreein males
than females following vaccination, then it may be that males
need another booster vaccine to maintain immunity.” Under-
standing of coronavirusimmunity isfar from complete. Scien-
tists have cautioned that while antibodies - generated by B-
cells - arekey to the human defensive arsenal, they are not the
only weapons deployed by theimmune system. T-cells- which
aretasked with stimulating B-cell production aswell asannihi-
lating respiratory cells the virus has inhabited - are equally
crucial."l am not surprised that there might be differencesin the
intensity of the immune response, as thisisin line with other
infections, but... weneed moreresearch," said Dr Sabine Oertdlt-
Prigione, chair of sex and gender-sensitive medicine at Radboud
University in the Netherlands."It islikely that memory T-cells
might be preserved after infection (or vaccination) and be able
to support an immune response in case of a secondary infec-
tion, asisthe case in many other viral infections, but we have
no proof of this yet."Earlier this month, an 100-patient study
led by the UK coronavirusimmunology consortium found that
T-cell immunity is likely to be present within most adults six
months after primary infection. A separate 185-patient study,
whichisyet to be peer-reviewed, has shown that at eight months
after infection, most people who have recovered still have
enough immune cellsto prevent disease.

Thelong battleof Hasdeo Arand resdents
againg the Par sacoal project in Chhattisgarh

Q s part of an initiative under the
Indian government's new
"Atmanirbhar Bharat"-or self-re-

liant India-mission, the coal ministry
launched the auction of 41 coal blocks
for commercial mining on 18 June. Three
days earlier, sarpanchs of nine villages
in Hasdeo Arand, a contiguous stretch
of dense forest land in northern
Chhattisgarh, wrote to Narendra Modi
opposing the auction and calling upon
the primeminister to prevent commercial
mining in Hasdeo Arand. The sarpanchs
wrote that the villagers had already es-
tablished self-reliant lives and liveli-
hoods, which would come under attack
dueto the auction. The letter added, "It
is unfortunate that when the communi-
ties are already grappling with the
COVID-19crisis, they arefaced with this
uncertainty and threat of
displacement." Just ten days earlier, to
mark the occasion of World Environment
Day on 5 June, residentsof 20 villagesin
Hasdeo Arand staged protests in their
respective villages against a proposed
coal project. TheforestishometoAdivas
communities dependent on theforest for
itsproduce and agricultural land, andits
residents have long been protesting
clearances awarded to coal-mining
projectsin violation of their rights over
the land and its natural resources. The
protests oppose the proposed mining at
the Parsa coal block in the Hasdeo for-
est, which has been allotted to the
Rajasthan RajyaVidyut Utpadan Nigam
Limited, a power corporation under the
Rajasthan government. RRVUNL, in
turn, has appointed Adani Enterprises
Limited to carry out the mining
operations.The villagers protesting the
proposed coal project challenged its le-
gality. They argued that it contravened
their individual and community forest
rights, under the Panchayats (Extension
of Scheduled Areas) Act of 1996, the
Forest Rights Act of 2006 and the Land
Acquisition Act of 2013. Theselawsre-
quire the informed consent from gram
sabhas before any land acquisition can
take placein scheduled areaswith apre-
ponderance of Adivas populations, such
as the Hasdeo forest. Meanwhile,
RRVUNL hasclaimed that theselawsare
not applicable to the Parsa project, and
that in any case, the concerned gram
sabhas had expressed their support for
it. But the protesters argued that the
gram sabhas of the affected villages had
passed several unanimous resolutions

M othersof Bodoland rally behind Pramod
Borofor aDawn of Inclusve Development

L ong tormented by divisive "
politicsand underwhelming de- < 4
velopment, Bodoland is being Frefy & e
swept by a wave of hope and >
optimism with the end of term
of the previous council on 27
April 2020. Come December,
people of the autonomous . |
Bodoland Territorial Region &
(BTR), whichiscurrently under &
Governor's Rule, will exercise
their rightsto elect anew Chief
Executive Member. Etched in
the national consciousness as
atroubled region in the east of
India, Bodoland was estab-
lished by the Amended Sixth
Schedul e of the Constitution in 2003,
and compromises of four districtsthat

Utpal Saikia

31 lakh people call home. Over the last 17 years,
people in the BTR have waited patiently for a
change, unfortunately with no substantial devel-
opment or improvement in socio-economic status
quo, alot of promises have been left unfilled, |eav-
ing alot to be desired.

Changingthestatusquo : Since Independence,
the eastern states have been languishing with an
anaemic infrastructure forcing the diaspora to be
displaced, with a section of the youth being lured
by false hopes of power behind the veil of extrem-
ism, while many moved to the neighbouring states
and metros hoping to find employment. Now, all of
that is set to change with leaders digging their heels
to empower the people with employment and anew
leash of an inclusive development by uniting stake-
holders of al caste, creed, and religion. Former
ABSU (All Assam Bodo Student Union) leader,
Pramod Boro is a son of the soil who has been
through the trenches. Juggling the role of being a
student union leader and substantiating the family's
income with daily labour wages during his youth,
Boro isintimately aware of the pains of the mothers
of Bodoland who had to don therole of bread-earn-
ers after losing their husbands and sons to extrem-
ism. Pramod Boro was one of the key signatories of
the January Bodo Accord in 2020 that ended an era
of insurgent dissent, paving the way for peace and
democracy. This resulted in the youth shunning
extremism and returning home. But the incumbent
|eadership of the Council felt short ontheir promise
of rehabilitating the youth with jobs and
businesses.Pramod Boro, the former president of
the All Bodo Students' Union (ABSU), was 'unani-

mously' elevated as the presi-
dent of the United People's
¢ Party Liberal (UPPL) in Febru-
e ¥ ary thisyear.
Empowerment at the
 grassroots level : Pramod
Boro's focus on uplifting the
society from the grassroots
level resonates with the hearts
and hearths of the people.
Boro's recent campaigns have
attracted large gatherings, par-
ticularly of women who seethe
merits of hisfocus on devel op-
ing horticulture, agriculture,
handloom, and handicrafts in-
< frastructure across the
BTAD."My son returned to the main-
stream after the January Bodo A ccord

and has been engaged in animal husbandry ever
since thanksto the support from Pramod Boro. | am
sure that many youths like my son in our commu-
nity will be able set up their own businesses," said
Golam narzary, aresident of Tamulpur.

L everaging untapped resour ces: Ina2016 sur-
vey by the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmer's
Welfare led by horticulture scientists, Dr B.
Narasimha Rao and Dr G. Ravichandran, recom-
mended palm oil plantation after studying the scope
and prospects of the climate and soil in the BTC
which coversan area of 8795 sq km. 75 per cent of
the peoplein BTC isdependent on agriculture, seri-
culture, dairy farming, and livestock rearing astheir
primary sources of income. Every year, farmers cul-
tivate 5,22,096 hectares of farmland to producerice,
pulses, oilseeds, cotton, jute, turmeric, and ginger.
In addition to empowering farmers with new-age
farming equipment and infrastructure, developing
the neglected M SME sector is one of the key agen-
das of Boro's campaign.

"Wewill hold Janata Darbar every three months
to discuss and resolve issues of the people. We
will support and empower clubsand self-help groups
with an amount of Rs 75, 000 to usher change at
grassroot level. We will give more importance in
increasing the amount of old age pension, widow
pension and scholarship for the students as we
believe in equal growth of all. To strengthen our
agrarian economy, we will establish centres where
agricultural equipment like power tillers, tractors,
sickle, paddy grinding machine, among others will
be available on rent for the peoplein all villages,"
said Pramod Boro.

since 2015 opposing the project, and that
the ministry of environment, forestsand
climate change had awarded clearances
on the basis of forged documents.In
January 2019, the forest advisory com-
mittee, or FAC, under the environment
ministry, granted Stage-l clearance to
RRVUNL to minethe Parsacoal block in
the Hasdeo forest. The Parsa project
¥

= il

would dislocate resi- N |
dents of

EEA MS said. "We will not

which irrigates over three lack hectares
of agricultural land."No one can throw
usout of our land and forest," Sakuntala
Topo, a resident of Khirti village in
Chhattisgarh's Korba district, said dur-
ing aprotest in October 2019. Korbaisa
mining-affected region in the Hasdeo
forest. "We will not give our jal, jangal,
zameen"- water, forest and land, Topo

Chhattisgarh's Surgujaand Surajpur dis-
tricts. On 15 May, residents of the area
learnt that RRVUNL wasinitiating land-
acquisition proceedings in the villages
of Salhi, Hariharpur, Ghattbara, Fatehpur,
in Surguja, and Tara and Janardhanpur,
in Surgjpur.That day, RRVUNL published
a"general caveat" in alocal newspaper
announcing that it "apprehends that a
writ petition ... or aPublic Interest Liti-
gation may befiled in the Hon'ble High
Court as the Land acquisition proceed-
ing is being initiated" in these villages.
The public notice stated that RRVUNL
had appointed Shailendra Shukla, alaw-
yer practising in the Chhattisgarh High
Court, "to appear and oppose" any chal-
lenge to the land-acquisition proceed-
ings on behalf of the power
corporation.Alarmed that the PSU was
going ahead with the acquisition for the
mining project, the residents resumed
their protest for the first time since the
lockdown began on 16 May, and staged
aone-day protest in front of their houses
to oppose the move. The protests are
spearheaded by the Hasdeo Arand
Bachao Sankarsh Samiti, or HABSS, a
collective comprising the gram sabhas
of 20 villages affected by the coal
projects. For three months, from Octo-
ber to December 2019, the village resi-
dents held a sit-in protest outside Tara
against the mining clearances. They sus-
pended it for panchayat electionsin De-
cember, intending to resumeitin March,
but they were subsequently denied per-
mission to hold an indefinite protest in
thewake of COVID-19.The Parsablock
is among 30 mapped block in Hasdeo
Arand and one of three in the forest
awarded to RRVUNL -the power corpo-
ration is aready conducting mining op-
erations at the adjacent block, Parsa East
and Kete Basan. The project is spread
over 1,252 hectaresof land, and requires
the diversion of 841 hectareslocated in
Surguja and Surajpur districts, in the
Hasdeo forest. Themajority of the people
in the region are members of Scheduled
Tribe communities and over ninety per-
cent of them are dependent on agricul-
ture and forest produce for their liveli-
hood. The Hasdeo Arand forests form
the catchment area of the Hasdeo river,

give it for coal
mines." Topo added that leaders of Con-
gress party, such as Rahul Gandhi and
Chhattisgarh's chief minister, Bhupesh
Baghel, had promised that they would
not allow mining in violation of the
rights of the residents. Ahead of the
Chhattisgarh elections in November
2018, Baghel and Gandhi had both as-
sured the electorate that the Congress
party would prevent mining projectsthat
violated the forest rights of the
locals.Baghel also accused the Modi
government of providing the Adani
Group abackdoor entry into coal mining
through dubious contracts. But in March
2019, three months after Baghel took
charge, the Adani Group was appointed
as the mine developer and operator for
Chhattisgarh’'s Gidmuri and Paturia coal
blocks. Baghel's government hasnot in-
tervened in the coal-mining projectsin
Hasdeo Arand. "We would like ask this
government if they want to displace us
Adivasisfrom our land," Topo said.The
local opposition to mining operations at
the Parsa coal block began years before
RRVUNL formally received thefirst for-
est clearance, likely dueto the course of
events leading to the mining operations
at theadjacent PEK B coal block. In 2010,
Jairam Ramesh, the former environment
minister under the Congress-led central
government, had declared the Hasdeo
Arand forest a"no-go zone" for mining
operations. But within a year, Ramesh
went back on hisword, and rejected the
advice of the FACto grant Stage-1, or in-
principle approval for forest clearanceto
RRVUNL to conduct operations at the
PEKB mine. The project received envi-
ronmental clearance in December that
year, and Stage-1 forest clearance, which
is the final forest clearance granted by
the MoEFC, by March 2012.1n 2014, the
National Green Tribunal set aside the
clearance and sent the project back tothe
MoEFC for seeking fresh approval from
the FAC. But the Supreme Court stayed
the decision shortly after, and mining op-
erations have continued unabated at the
site ever since, even while the case re-
mains pending before the apex court. In
effect, mining operations at PEKB has
becomeafait accompli.Asearly as Janu-
ary 2015, to prevent further mininginthe

Hasdeo forest, residents of 20 gram
sabhas who would be affected by the
Parsacoal block had unanimously passed
aresolution opposing all future coal-block
allotmentsinthearea. In September 2015,
the coal ministry allotted the Parsablock
to RRVUNL. To prevent arepeat of the
PEKB fait accompli, thevillagerssent the
resol ution to Raman Singh, who wasthe
state'schief minister at thetime under the
previous Bharatiya Janata Party govern-
ment, and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.But in March 2017, the Parsa coal
project was accorded terms of reference,
which refers to conditions laid down by
the MoEFC that a project proponent-
RRVUNL inthiscase-would haveto fulfil
to develop and operatethemine. InMarch
that year, resdentsof Hariharpur and Salhi
passed resolutions rejecting the Parsa
coal-block mining project. Thedecisions
were reiterated in subsequent meetings
at the village held in July and February
2018. The residents had also repeatably
pointed this out in letters sent to the
MoEFC, the coa ministry, the tribal af-
fairs ministry, and state and district ad-
ministrationssince 2015.Sections4 and 5
of the Scheduled Tribesand Other Tradi-
tional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of
Forest Rights) Act-more commonly
known asthe Forest RightsAct-mandate
that no eviction can take place without
due process, and that gram sabhas of the
affected villages can take decisions to
stop activity that adversely affects the
biodiversity. Similarly, the Panchayat (Ex-
tension of Scheduled Areas) Act also
mandates that a consultation with the lo-
cal gram sabha has to be conducted be-
fore any acquisition can take place. The
Right to Fair Compensation and Trans-
parency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilita-
tion and Resettlement Act-morecommonly
knownastheLandAcquisitionAct, 2013-
also mandates the prior consent of gram
sabhas before any acquisitionin asched-
uled area. Though the coa blocks are al-
located to RRV UNL, the power company
followsamodd inwhichit appointsapri-
vate company asthe"minedevel oper cum
operator." As | reported earlier for The
Caravan, the concept of an MDO is not
recognised in any law governing the In-
dian coal industry. At Parsa, before and
after theredll ocation of cod blocksin 2015,
the mining operations are carried out by
Adani Enterprises Limited. In 2011, The
Hindu reported that Adani was offering
microloans to residents of Parsa and
Ghatbarrawho agreed to sign documents
giving consent to acquire their land for
the PEKB cod block. Even before the
public hearingswereheld for PEKB, dur-
ing February and March 2014, 458 resi-
dents wrote to the district collector inti-
mating its decision to boycott the hear-
ing citing environmental impact and dis-
placement due to the project. However,
the administration went ahead with the
hearing and the Chhattisgarh State Power
Generation Company, which was earlier
allotted the block, submitted adraft envi-
ronmental impact assessment report with-
out mentioning thelocal opposition.After
the reallocation of the coal block to
RRVUNL, the hearing was scheduled
again in 2017. According to protesters,
Adani continued the practice of eliciting
consent through manipulation of public
hearings for environmental clearance.
The protesters said that the public hear-
ing was conducted in way that silenced
the strong opposition to the coal project.
"Therewere peoplefrom outsidevillages
like Salkaand Udaipur, whowerebrought
to the hearing to support the project,”
Jainandan Porte, the sarpanch of
Ghatbarra, told me.

BorisJohnson hasto stop playing
games and agree a deal with Europe

Thisweek it'sfor real, at last. The EU's
chief negotiator, Michel Barnier, isin
London for the last time in earnest - a
deal must be struck thisweek before UK
and EU parliaments can start to ratify a
trade and security deal. If Boris
Johnson's apparently helpless negotia-
tor David Frost cannot shake on a deal,
preparations for a hard border round
Britain's coast must proceed. The cost
will be enormous. No sane person can
think this a good idea.Just two bones of
contention remain, on fishing quotasand
regulatory alignment, the"level playing
field". Fishing cannot wait, askey Euro-
pean states would veto any deal without
it. Britain must compromise. Asfor regu-
latory alignment, some supervision is
unavoidable if two neighbouring coun-
trieswishtotradeat all. TheEU isinthe
right. It is also bigger and stronger and
has less need to compromise, and ap-
pearsto havethe US president-elect, Joe
Biden, on its side. The EU can replace
most of itstradewith Britain. Britain can-
not do the reverse. There are no com-

pensating trade deals with the rest of
world. They are a fantasy.We are told
Johnson has been playing poker, hang-
ing tough, boasting and threatening.
That is over. The serious prospect now
isof "fish and alignment" being allowed
further to devastate a British economy
damaged more than any other in Europe
by the pandemic. Leaving the European
Unionwas acontentious political option,

Simon Jenkins

but leaving Europe's single markets and
customs unions was madness from the
start. It waslargely an extremerhetorical
gambit, brandished to help Johnson de-
feat hisrivals for the Tory party leader-
ship in the summer of 2019.Downing
Street this week must throw stubborn-
ness to the winds. Its City of London
needs Europe. Itsindustry needs Europe.
It tourism needs Europe. Johnson must
climb down. The foreign secretary,
Dominic Raab, the chancellor, Rishi
Sunak, and Johnson's old rival Michael

Govemust collaborate to makethishap-
pen. Frost and histeam haveto listen to
Barnier, noifsor buts, whatever it takes.
Asasign of good intent, Johnson should
withdraw theinternal market bill, which
is now before the House of Lords, since
under no deal it would necessitate ahard
border, smash the Good Friday agreement
and incidentally enrage Biden, who has
previously said peace in Northern Ire-
land can't be acasualty of Brexit.Britain
just now is as weakened by bad govern-
ment as it has ever been. The shambles
over Covid was preceded by a year of
chaotic negotiations over Brexit during
which the EU reasonably sought awork-
ing trade relationship with arecal citrant
offshoreisland. Britain postured and lec-
tured and rejected compromise. At the
weekend, Johnson was quoted as till
saying "we just need to get them to do
it" - or he will cut off Britain's nose to
spite its face come January. No, enough
of these games. Britain must agree what-
ever deal the EU offers, so everyonecan
get back to business.
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4terroristskilled in encounter at
Nagrota dlstrlct In Jammu and Kasnmir

Four

Jammu, November 19 :
terrorists have been killed in an
encounter near the Ban toll plaza.The
encounter took place at Jammu and
Kashmir's Nagrota district.Security
has been tightened in the area and

the Jammu-Srinagar National
Highway has been closed.Jammu:
Four terroristshave beenkilledinan
encounter between security forces
and terrorists near Ban toll laza in
Jammu's Nagrotadistrict at the Jammu
and Kashmir highway, early
Thursday morning.According to
reports, the terrorists were trapped
and there was gun firing from both

% the ends. The
W terrorists were on
. their way to Kashmir

. fromJammuinabus.
Confirming the
incident, DGP
{ Jammu  Kashmir
Police Dilbagh Singh
said, "Terrorists
4 affilieated with JEM
""" group have been
killed at Ban toll plaza in Jammu -
Kashmir Highway near Nagrota.
They infiltrated from Samba Sector.
The terrorists lobbed a grenade on
security forces during
checking." Two SOG men of the J& K
police have been injured in the
gunfight, officials said. The gunfight
which according to the officials
started around 5 AM also led to the
closure of Jammu-Srinagar
highway.The officials said that the
gunbattle started near the toll plaza
inthe Ban areaof Nagrotawhen some
militants opened fire at police and
paramilitary forces. The militants,

they said, were hldlng in a vehicle.
The Army also joined the operation,
they said. In the initial phase of the
gunfight, they said, two SOG
personnel wereinjured who werelater
hospitalized. The injured have been
identified as Kuldeep Raj (32) of
Akhnoor and Mohammad |shaq
Malik (40) of Neel Qasim Banihal
Ramban. Both have been admitted to
GMC Jammu with injuries on neck
and their condition is said to be
stable. Meanwhile, in Pulwama
district of Jammu and Kashmir at | east
12 civilians were injured on
Wednesday evening in an attack
when suspected terrorists lobbed a
grenade on security forces. The
grenade intended for the joint team
of Jammu and Kashmir Police and the
Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF)
in Kakapora area of the district,
missed the target and exploded on the
road.The area has been cordoned and
asearchintheareaisgoing on. Soon
after the attack, the whole area was
cordoned off to nab the attackers.

Congress Didn't Want
Us To Campaign In
Bihar: Sources Close
To Dissenters

New Delhi, November 19: CongresssKapil
Sibal, who has been under fire from party
colleagues over hisremarks criticizing the party
leadership, has refused to officially respond to
the attacks. Sources close to him, however, said
he had expressed surprise on being attacked for
not campaigning in the Bihar election.The attack
came from the party'sleader in the Lok Sabha
Adhir Chowdhury. "Had Kapil Sibal goneto Bihar
and Madhya Pradesh, he could have proven that
what he is saying is correct and that he
strengthened the position of Congress," Mr
Chowdhury had said.L eaders close to Mr Sibal
said Mr Chowdhury's stance is "unfortunate,
since Adhir and other leaders are not aware that
most of the G-23 |eaders were not on the list of
party campaigners for Bihar and none of them
could even go to campaign unless the party
officially requeststhem".G-23 was areferenceto
the 23 dissenters who sent the first critical letter
to the party in August, triggering an internal
storm and ending up losing the various party
positions they held.The latest Congress versus
Congress battle - set off by the Bihar results -
snowballed on Wednesday with Mr Chowdhury's
strong comments about the leaders involved."If
some leaders think that Congress is not the right
party for them, they may set up a new party or
can join any other party which they think is
progressive and according to their interest," the
MP had told .Mr Sibal was thefirst in the line of
attack over hisinterview in The Indian Express,
where he advised the Congress to "recognize that
we arein decline", pointing to the string of
reversesin Bihar, Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh
where the party has a strong presence.ln the
same interview, he had also mentioned that he
had been forced to go public with his views as
"there has been no dialogue and there seems to
be no effort for a dialogue by the leadership”.It
drew barbsfrom Salman Khurshid, who said:
"The fact iswe know who the leader is, the fact is
wefollow the leader. If wefollow the leader and
we don't get what you think we should get
doesn't mean we are going to give up the leader?
Somebody doesn't believe we have a leader then
they don't know what the party is about."On
Tuesday, in alengthy Facebook post, Mr Sibal
called dissenters "doubting Thomases" who
suffer "periodic pangs of anxiety" and advised
them not to look for "short cuts" to

power.L eaders closeto Mr Sibal said most
partymen agree off the record there is a systemic
problem within the party and issues need to be
resolved.Without wanting to join issue with
Salman Khurshid or Ashok Gehlot, they added
that there is a "serious drift" within the party.
"Unless the party takes some drastic steps and
reinvents itself with a strong and active
leadership, the party may not be able to take on
the Narendra Modi government,” they said.

Students participate in a bamboo dance competition at Baoting Middle School in Baoting Li and Miao
Autonomous County,

Trump Team Looksto Box in Biden on Foregn
Policy by Lighting Too Many Firesto Put Out

Washington, November 19: President Donald Trump's

order of a further withdrawal of US troops from
Afghanistan and Iraq isthe latest foreign policy move on
agrowing list in hisfinal weeksin officethat are meant to
limit President-elect Joe Biden's options before he takes
office in January.The White House has directed newly
installed acting Defense Secretary Christopher Miller to
focus his attention in the remaining weeks on cyber and
irregular warfare, with afocus on Chinain particular, an
administration official tells CNN. It is contemplating new
terrorist designations in Yemen that could complicate
efforts to broker peace. And it has rushed through

Abu Dhabi putsthe squeeze
on Imran Khan, Pakiganis
In UAE fed the heat

New Delhi, November 19:
Rel ations between Pakistan
and the UAE appear to be
on asharp downward spiral
in recent weeks,
particularly after Pakistan
Prime Minister Imran Khan
was critical of the UAE's
formalisation of its
relationship with Israel,
people familiar with the
matter said on condition of
anonymity.This has
manifested itself not justin
the arrest of pro-Palestine
Pakistani activists in the
UAE, but also of other
Pakistani residents,
sometimesfor minor crimes.
The peoplefamiliar withthe
matter said about 5,000
Pakistani inmates are
housed in Al Sweihan Jail
in Abu Dhabi alone.lt is
likely that the UAE could
impose tighter visa norms
for Pakistani nationalswho
wish to travel to the
Emirates for employment.
HT learns that Pakistani
residents are finding it
difficult to renew Resident
Permits, and there has been
a buzz about deportation,

A skier isseen at a ski field during asnowfall in Chongli District of Zhangjiakou
City, north China'sHebei Province

although no reports of a
large-scale exercise to this
effect have emerged.HT
also learns that the
Pakistani Ambassador in
Abu Dhabi, Ghulam Dastgir,
recently met senior leaders
of theruling establishment
of the UAE in thisregard -
but was told to back
off.Interestingly, while the
immediate trigger may be
Khan's comments, some of
the UAE's moves appear to
have been prompted by the
findings of itsinvestigation
into the 2017 attack in
Kandahar in which five
UAE diplomats died. The
people cited in the first
instance said the UAE
investigators concluded
that the Haggani Network
was behind the attack, and
that Pakistan's all-powerful
Inter-Services Intelligence
spy agency was also
directly involved. Back
then, Idamabad'simmediate
reaction was to blame Iran
for the attack.The
developmentsinthe UAE's
relationship with Pakistan
also need to be seen in the
context of Saudi Arabia's
ties with Pakistan.
Islamabad's efforts to
involve West Asian nations
in issues concerning its
relationship with New Delhi
haven't gone down well in
both countries, the people
familiar with the matter
added.Pakistani foreign
minister Shah Mehmood
Qureshi warned the Saudi-
led Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) in
August that if it did not
convene a meeting of the
OIC's Council of Foreign
Ministersto discussIndias
nullification of Article 370
in J&K, Pakistan would go
ahead to call a meeting of
Islamic countries that
would stand by it on the
Kashmir issue.

authorization of a massive arms sale that could alter
the balance of power in the Middle East.The Trump
team has prepared legally required transition memos
describing policy challenges, but there are no
discussions about actions they could take or pause.
Instead, the White House is barreling ahead. A second
official tells their goal isto set so many fires that it
will be hard for the Biden administration to put them
all out.It's a strategy that radically breaks with past
practice, could raise national security risks and will
surely compound challenges for the Biden team --
but it could also backfire. Analysts and people close
to the Biden transition argue the Trump team may act
so aggressively that reversing some of its steps will
earn Biden easy goodwill points and negotiating power
with adversaries.In other areas, they say the Trump
team may be confusing style with substance -- that
the difference between Trump and Biden isn't amatter
of the end goal, such as a departure from Afghanistan
or anuclear-free lran, but ssmply amatter of how each
leader wantsto get there." Theideathat Biden is some
sort of softy doesn't correspond with many things,"
said TritaParsi, executive vice president of the Quincy
Institute for Responsible Statecraft. Pointing to the
samebaselinegoa sfor anuclear-freeIran, awithdrawal
from Afghanistan and away to managetherelationship
with an increasingly assertive China, Parsi said, "The
Biden administrationislikely to continue many palicies,
but just with a different style." Other analysts say that
damaging Biden's options might come second to amore
important goal for Trump, who has floated the idea of
running againin 2024. "1 think by seekingto accelerate
the process of achieving some of hisbig foreign policy
promisesin the next couple of months, Trumpistrying
to indicate to his base that if he's elected again, helll
continue to do exactly as he promised,” said Charles
Lister, asenior fellow at the Middle East I nstitute. The
Trump team'srefusal to work with the incoming team
stands in stark contrast with the conduct of previous
administrations during transitions. In late 2016 and
early 2017, the Obama administration finalized plans
for an offensive against the Islamic State but handed
over final decisions to the incoming Trump
administration because it would be executing the
operation and dealing with the aftermath.Officialsin
President George W. Bush's administration had done
the same for Barack Obama. Stephen Hadley, Bush's
national security adviser, said, "l had retained awhole
stack of actions that either the Bush administration
could take as we left office, or we could hold and et
the Obama admini stration make those decisionswhen
they cameinto office." Acting Defense Secretary Miller
announced Tuesday that the US will withdraw 2,500
more troopsfrom both Afghanistan and Iraq by January
15, 2021, five days before Biden takes office.Some
observers, pointing to Trump'srush to pull troops over

unanimous objections from the military's most senior
leaders aswell as NATO commanders, question whether
the President and his officials are trying to salt the earth
for Biden."The price for leaving too soon or in an
uncoordinated way could bevery high. Afghanistan risks
becoming once again aplatformfor international terrorists
to plan and organize attacks on our homelands. And SIS
could rebuild in Afghanistan theterror caliphateit lost in
Syriaand Irag," NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg
said .Lister sees domestic politics at work. "Trump is
messaging to hisbasethat heisachieving precisely what
he promised, and secondarily he's trying to put the
Democratsin atricky situation," he said. "We're not going
to seeintwo months atotal withdrawal from Afghanistan
.. S0 some of thisis just symbolism. ... Joe Biden can
come into the White House in 2021 and put those troops
back in." Chinahawksin the Trump administration believe
there are actions they can take now that will box Biden
in, one administration official said. Steps include
sanctions and trade restrictions on Chinese companies
and government entities that officials believe will be
politically impossible for the President-elect to undo.
Axiosfirst reported these moves.People closeto Biden's
transition team dismiss that tough talk, saying that
Trump's China policy has been largely toothless, with
the President making concession after concession to
President Xi Jinping, until the campaign made it
politically expedient to look and talk tougher. They argue
that in contrast, Biden's approach will be effective
because he will work with partnersto create what China
fearsmost: an international united front against Beijing.
That's something Biden allies say Trump has been
unable to do. If Trump levies extra sanctions, the
penalties will simply provide Biden with additional
leverage, they say.What'sless clear: what Miller might
do with his mandate to focus on cyber and irregular
warfare and what the fallout might be. Trump hasfloated
theidea of amilitary strike on Iran but was dissuaded,
according to The New York Times.

PRESS NOTICE

The executive Engineer, PWD, Guwtthati Building
Division-1, Guwahati-1 on behalf of Governor of ASSAM Invites
Item rate bid In two bids system for the work "Replacement of
roof of the Deputy Commissioner's office, Kamrup Metro
(Renovation of roof and repairing and painting of roof frame,
Calling and Electrical fittings and flxures)" with an approximate
value of work of Rs. 37,49,035,00 from APWD registered
Class-| (A/B/C) and Class-Il contractors (Under Guwahati
Building Clrcle-l) having experience of almllar nature of work.
Details of the bids may be seen In the office of the undersigned
during office hours upto 21.11.2020.

Sd/- Executive Engineer, PW.O
Guwabhatl Building Division-I

Janasanyog/C/7133/20 Fancy Bazar, Guwahatl-1

SHORT NOTICE INVITING TENDER

0.0.No. 13

Sealed Tenders, for Technical and Financial Bids, in prescribed formats, affixing non-refundable court fee stamp of Rs. 10.00
(Rupees ten) only from the intending Govt. Registered Contractors/ Firms/Company Ltd./Joint Venture Unit, for implementation
of the following schemes which will be received up to 1.00 PM of 27-11-2020 and will be opened on the same date at 2.00 PM
(1.S.T.) in presence of the tenderers or their authorized agents. Separate sealed and superscribed envelopes are to be used for both
Technical and Financial bids and should put them together in a single envelope. If due to certain unavoidable circumstances, the
tenders cannot be opened on the aforesaid date, the same will be opened on the next working day. The qualified parties, only in
respect of the Technical bids, will be eligible for competing in the Financial bids. Tender paper can be obtained from the office
of the undersigned from 21-11-2020 up to 1.00 Noon of 27-11-2020 by depositing Rs.200/-(Rupees Two Hundred) only in

the form of I1PO.

Detail terms and conditions, plan and estimate and tender document may be obtained in the office of the undersigned on or

before 27-11-2020.

S. Estimated Amount | Name of Digtrict Time of
No Name of Scheme (Rs.in Lakh) Completion
1 |Barjhar Gully Control and Water Harvesting _
Project under RIDF-XXV, 2019-20 (Part-A) 31.22235 Nalbari 45 days
Barjhar Gully Control and Water Harvesting 19.824
Project under RIDF-XXV, 2019-20 (Part-B) -do- 45 days

Major terms of References:.

1. The work order will be served as per the decision of the competent authority.
2. Earnest Money: 2% of estimated value in case of General and 1% of estimated value in case of SC/ST/OBC/unemployed

Graduate Engineer.

3. Overall quoted rate beyond 2% below the estimated amount will not be accepted in case of RCC works and Overall quoted
rate beyond 5% below the estimated amount will not be accepted in case of earth work.

Janasanyog/C/7128/20

Sd/-
Divisional Soil Conservation Officer Nalbari
Soil Conservation Division, Nalbari
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Sonowal inauguratesWorld

scattered in several areas of the state. Sonowal also laid emphasis on gener-
ating awareness among the young generation about the rich cultural heritage
of the state, as he asked the district administrations and public representa-
tives to take stepsin this regard. He said that the district administration and
public representatives need to take proactive steps for acquainting the stu-
dentswiththeir rich cultura heritageintheir respectivedistricts. Synchronising
with the occasion, Sonowal in acknowledging therole, conferred award chris-
tened * AithijyaMitra on KrishnaKumar Sinhaof Hojai, Nabin Buragohain of
Sivasagar, Ghuguwa Preservation Committee of Dhemaji as the award con-
sists of certificate, angabastra, approbation and Rs. 50 thousand to each of
the awardees. Moreover, in recognition to their works related to preservation
of historical monuments, Chief Minister Sonowal also felicitated Dilip
Buragohian, Jiten Borpatrogohain, Dr. Atul Buragohian, PurnaGogoi and Tulsi
Neog. Chief Minister synchronsing with the occasion also released books
named Archaeological Heritage of South Asia, Handbook on Archaeology of
Assam and Exploration Report of West Karbi Anglong district. Speaking on
the occasion, Minister for Archaeol ogical matter Keshab Mahantasaid that in
accordance with the declaration of Sivasagar as iconic sites along with other
four sites, Centre has sanctioned Rs. 3500 crorefor the preservation and beau-
tification of the cultural heritage. He al so said that aworld class museum will
bebuilt in Sivasagar for thepreservation and beautification of the archaeol ogi-
cal sites of Sivasagar. Moreover, for the proposed inclusion of Charaideo’s
Maidam into UNESCO'sworld heritage site, State government took a project
involving Rs. 25 crorefor the preservation and beautification of the maidams.
The programmewhere wel come address was given by Commissioner and Sec-
retary Cultural Affairs Preetom Saikia, Chief Secretary Jishnu Baruah also spoke
on the occasion. Minister of State for Revenue and Disaster Management
Jogen Mohan, MP Rajya Sabha K amakhya Prasad Tasa, MLAs Kushal Duori
Nabanita Handique, Rituporna Baruah, CEM Sonowal Kachari Autonomous
Council Dipu Ranjan Makrary, Chairman AHSEC Dayananda Buragohian Di-
rector Archaeology Department DeepirekhaKuli, DC Sivasagar L akhinandan
Gogoi and a host of other dignitaries were present on the occasion.

300 families joined formally

Sixth Schedule to the Constitution of Indiain the hills District of Assam. One
should be aware that there is a strong correlation between Autonomous State
and Sixth Schedule. If Autonomous State can be made then strengthening of
Sixth Schedule will automatically come aong,” ASDC President Chandra Kt.
Terang said in the meeting. “ After National Party BJP and Congress have come
to power, dueto their arrogancethe 1995 MoU agreement with ASDC and 2011
M oS agreement with UPDS could not implemented properly ill dateand thisisa
matter of concern. Instead they have auctioning the vacancies and surrendering
the power of Council to the State. So, to outcome from thismessit is necessary
for implementation of Article 244(A) and this can be achieved through the mass
movement carried out by ASDC,” Terang said. In the Mass Joining Rally
organised by ASDC was chaired by its Vice President Sonasing Terang was
attended as guest by KAAC ex-EM and ASDC Genera Secretary Jotson Bey,
ex-MLA Hemsing Tisso, KAAC ex-Chairman Daniel Teron, ex-EM Senot Kro,
KSA President Jemson Timung, KNCA President Merina Beypi and several
others have attended.

Bihar Education Minister

adsotargeted RID's Tejashwi Yadav, who had spearheded the attack against him.
Mr Yadav, he said, had corruption cases againgt him and should not bethe oneto
point fingers.In a series of tweets, Tgjashwi Yadav had accused four-time Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar of appointing "criminals’ to retain power in state.” Power
isprotecting criminas... Chief Minister Nitish Kumar hasgranted exemptionto
loot and robbery by appointing Mewala Chaudhary... the Chief Minister will
continue his discourse on Crime, Corruption and Communalism to save his
chair... None of the minority communities were made ministers," he
posted.Accusing the Chief minister of scripting a"drama’ of theinduction and
resignation of a" corrupt" minister, Mr Yadav today tweeted, "Thereal culpritis
you. Why did you make him aminister ?? Your duplicity and gimmick will no
longer beallowedtorun".Mr Yadav, whose party haswon the maximum number
of seats, said in another tweet that the mandate was order to the RJD towarn the
Chief Minister against "corrupt policies, intentions and rules'." Just a resigna-
tion will not do now. Thereisaso the matter of finding 19 lakh jobs and many
issues of public concern like contracts and equal work-equal pay,” he
tweeted.: A video of Bihar's newly-appointed Education Minister Mewalal
Choudhary, struggling to get the lines of the national anthem during a flag-
hoisting ceremony, was shared by the Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) on
Wednesday. The RJD, Bihar's main opposition party, has attacked Chief Min-
ister Nitish Kumar for appointing Mr Choudhary, who faces allegations of
corruption, asaminister in his cabinet.The undated video shared by the RID
shows Mr Choudhary botching up the lines of the national anthem and sing-
ing incorrect linesat aflag-hoisting ceremony. Hewas surrounded by children
and a few adults as he saluted the national flag. Towards the end of the 38-
second clip, heis seen saying "Bharat MataKi Jai" and "Vande" as the chil-
dren say "Mataram"."Bihar Education Minister Mevalal Chaudhary, accused
in several corruption cases, does not even know the national anthem. Nitish
Kumar-ji, is there any shame left? Where did the conscience sink?' the RID
tweeted in Hindi.Mewalal Choudhary, 67, was suspended from the Nitish
Kumar-led JD(U) in 2017 after acasewasregistered against him over alleged
irregularities in appointments during histenure as the Vice Chancellor of the
Bihar Agriculture University in Bhagalpur district. Mr Choudhary, however,
has dismissed as baseless all allegations against him related to corruption in
construction and irregularities in appointments to posts of assistant profes-
sor and junior scientist."No. Never. | have not written anything (about corrup-
tionin my election affidavit). | don't know whereyou get thisinformation. | am
the informer, | know. No one is above the law and a case is pending in the
court. Not even a chargesheet has been filed. The probeisongoing. Nothing has
happened,” Mr Choudhary saidwhen NDTV said hiselection affidavit stated that
acaseof corruption hasbeen filed against him.PromotedL isten to thelatest songs,
only on JioSaavn.comln aseriesof tweets, Tejashwi Yadav accused Nitish Kumar
of gppointing "criminals' to retain power in state." Power isprotecting criminals...
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar has granted exemption to loot and robbery by ap-
pointing Mewala Chaudhary... the Chief Minister will continue his discourse on
Crime, Corruption and Communalism to save his chair... None of the minority
communitiesweremadeministers,” Mr Yadav, 31, tweeted.

KMSS condemns “fascist Govt”

Basistha. Because of this, 3 of our KMSS men, aswell as members of the Art
Collective have been arrested. It istruly baffling. Akhil Gogoi isno traitor —
so why have they been arrested for painting an image of Akhil Gogoi?’, said
Arindam Gogoi, the Jorhat Secretary of the peasants’ body. “Why have the
artists and our members been arrested? This has shown that the BJP-led Gov-
ernment is a fascist Government. Therefore, we urge al to vote this fascist
Government out.” |n ashocking development, street artistsin Guwahati, Assam,
were arrested for bringing attention to the incarceration of Krishak Mukti

Sangram Samiti (KM SS) leader Akhil Gogoi by painting amassive portrait of
the activist on the wing wall of a bridge in Guwahati city’s Basistha
area.According to our sources, 4 artists and Chhatra Mukti Sangram Samiti

(SMSS) leader Pranjal Kalitawere picked up moments earlier near the Nidhi

Bhawan and taken to the Basistha Police Station. According to reports, the
artists belong to agroup called ‘ AngaArt Collective’ The mural painted by
the artist shows Akhil — raising his fist in a symbol of protest — being sur-
rounded by men in uniform carrying lathis.“ They (the artists) had been mak-
ing a portrait of Akhil Gogoi in front of the Nidhi Bhawan. There was no
problem then. Today, authorities turned up and asked the artists to immedi-
ately erasethe portrait. However, when they said that they had made the mural

to demand his release, they were forcibly picked up and whisked off to the
nearby Basistha Police Station,” KM SS General Secretary Mukut Dekatold .

Fight between BJP & BPF islike

declared the dates of the upcoming palls in the Bodoland Territorial Council
(BTC) which were delayed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Alok Kumar, the
State Election Commissioner of Assam, today announced that the BTC election
shall be held in two phases— on December 7 and 10.

With eyes on active politics
Sangram Samiti (KM SS), has floated another political outfit — ‘Raijor Dal’ —
whichwill dsotakepart inthepolls. AJPisthe second political party to beformed
by AASU after Asom Gana Parishad, which cameinto being in 1985. TheAGPis
now part of the ruling aliance at Dispur.The genera conference, to be held at
Duligjan in Dibrugarh district, is expected to announce the office-bearers of
the new political part. At the same time, many known faces — such as Presi-
dent Dipanka Nath, General Secretary Lurinjyoti Gogoi, and Chief Adviser
Samujjal Bhattacharya — are expected to leave the body to give wingsto a
career in politics.Both the President and General Secretary of the AASU are
ending just intimefor them to make the switch to palitics, with their promises
of a“better alternative” to the saffron BJP during the agitation against the
‘CAA ' till ringing in people'sears.

Big question mark over

same Condtituencies.” The UPPL leader al so claimed that many more membersof
the BPF party will beleaving after the palls. “However, our doorsarenow closedto
thelikesof Biswgjit Daimary and Emmanuel Mosahary. Theseleaderscomefroma
regional background and have now gone on to represent anational party. They
should have thought long and hard before making that switch,” he added.The
former Rajya Sabha M P al so exuded hope that the UPPL would form the Gov-
ernment inthe BTC with an* absolute majority” when all issaid and done. “ The
BJP party will win 1-2 seats, the BPF will win Seatsinthe singledigits, whilethe
Gana Suraksha Party (GSP) of Naba Saraniawill score ablank. According to
preliminary surveys, the UPPL will win 30 Seatsand form the Government with
an absolute majority.”

Ulfa(l) Appoints Michael Asom AsNew
Deputy Commander-In-Chief

GUWAHATI, Nov 18: Insurgent group United Liberation Front of Asom-Indepen-
dent or ULFA (1) has appointed Michadl Asom as new deputy commander-in-chief
of the outfit. Michad has replaced Drishti Rgikhowa dias Manoj Rabha who had
surrendered before Indian Army and Assam Police on November 12.1n astatement
issued by ULFA (1) publicity wing captain Degp Asom, the outlawed organisation
said, “We have granted retirement to Mgjor General Drishti Asom and appointed
Major Genera Sarat Phukan aliasMichael Asomin hisplace.” The appointment
has made Michagl Asom as the second-in-command after commander-in-chief
Paresh Baruah.Michael Asom'’sappointment came after the surrender of Drishti
Rajkhowaon November 12.Rajkhowahad been an active member of the UL FA
and led the outfit in the western Assam region for over 30 years. Said to be a
close confidant of ULFA chief Paresh Baruah, Rajkhowaisknown to have been
operating in Bangladesh and along the border with Bangladesh in Meghalaya,
especially inan areain South Garo Hillsdistrict.

Notification For Assam Higher
Secondary Tet Rdeased, Details Here

GUWAHATI, Nov 19: The Government of Assam isgoing to conduct Teacher
Eligibility Test (TET) for Higher Secondary level. Member Secretary of the
Empowered Committee for TET for Secondary Education, Assam has pub-
lished an official notification inviting online applicationsfrom eligible candi-
dates who are permanent residents of Assam.The online application process
will beginfrom November 20, 2020. Thelast date of filing online application
formsisNovember 30. Thetentative date for the examination is January 10,
2021.The applications must be submitted at the website— https://
ssa.assam.gov.in/Candidate must be a citizen of India and permanent resi-
dent of AssamCandidate must have minimum academic and professional
qualification as follows.The Assam Secondary Education (Provincialised
Schools) Service Rules, 2018, The Assam Secondary Education (Govern-
ment Schools) Service Rules, 2020 and OM no ASE 238/2014/214 Dt 8th
January 2020 has prescribed the qualification for direct recruitment to the
post of Post Graduate Teachers.As per the Schedule appended with the
Rules mentioned above the qualification for the Post Graduate Teachers
shall be as follows: Post-Graduation with at least 50% marks (or its equiva-
lent) from recognized University and Bachelor of Education (B.Ed.) from
National Council for Teachers Education recognized institution, but degrees
obtained from off campus and distance education institutions shall not be
considered as valid. (If the Territorial Jurisdiction of the institution is be-
yond their approved jurisdiction then the I nstitution and the subject in which
the degree is awarded must have approval of UGC and al other concerned
authorities)Age of the candidate must not be less than 21 years of age. At
thetime of appointment in Govt./Prov. Schools upper and lower agelimit will
be applicable as per the Govt. rules/act prevailing at that time.

‘Digital India has become
a way of life’, says PM Modi at

Bengaluru Tech Summit
New Delhi, Nov 19: Y

Prime Minister "

Narendra Modi on \

Thursday said the

sion launched by e

the Centre five .

years ago is no .

longer being seen

as a regular gov-

ernment initiative A

and it has instead

more human-centric approach to development. Using technology at such
alarge scale has brought about several life changes for our citizens. The
benefits are or everyoneto see,” the Prime Minister said while inaugurat-
ing the Bengaluru Tech Summit 2020.M odi said the government has suc-
cessfully created a market for digital and tech solutions. It has made
technology a key part of all schemes. “Our governance model is ‘ Tech-
nology First’,” he said.Bringing to spotlight the significance of technol-
lockdown, it was technology that ensured that India's poor received
proper and quick assistance. The scale of thisrelief hasfew parallels.” The
Prime Minister said that when it comesto technology, the way ahead lies
in learning and growing together and following the approach, several
incubation centres are opening in India. He al so pointed to the culture of
hackathons which have been organised in India over the past few
years.Talking about the transition from industrial to the information era,
and now, we are in the middle of the information era. Future is coming
sooner than anticipated. In the industrial era, change was linear. But in
the information era, change is disruptive.” He said that in the industrial
erafirst-movers had an advantage over others. However, in the informa-
tion erathe best-mover races ahead, Modi said.Hailing India’s I T sector,
the Prime Minister said, “Our local tech solutions have the potential to
go global. It is time for tech-solutions that are Designed in India but De-

‘Digital India’ mis-

become away of life.“ Thanksto Digital India, our nation haswitnessed a
ogy amid the coronavirus pandemic, Modi said, “At the peak of the
Modi said, “ Achievements of theindustrial eraarein the rear-view mirror,
ployed for the World.”

Garehagi Rash committee all set
to celebrate 113th Rash festival

A Correspondent : Biswanath Charilai: Nov 19: Thehistoric Garehagi Adarsha
Rashfestival of Biswanath Chariali isall set to celebrate Rash at Garehagi Bor
Namghar on November 30 and December 1 with two days schedule. Address-
ing media persons here, the organizers have stated that the glorious Rash
festival which hascrossed 112 yearsof Rash performance already have brought
some changes in their Rash festival this year due to COVID 19 pandemic.
Persons abovethe age bar of 65 and children below 10 yearsare not given any
sort of role to play. The organizers stated that this year the Rash festival will
be performed in the open ground and the Keligopal dramawould be enacted
on those days. Further, the organizers have stated that wearing a face mask
insidethe performance siteismandatory. They further stated that therewill be
a permanent bench of sanitization for the general audience. The press meet
was attended by Padma Kanta Bora, president, Pradeep Koch, secretary of
Garehagi Adarsha Rash Festival committee along with other office bearers.

Assam Governor greets people
on the occasion of Chhath Puja

Guwahati, November 19: Assam Governor Prof. Jagdish Mukhi greeted the
peopl e across the State on the auspicious occasion of Chhath Pujawhichisa
festival of self-discipline, faith, belief and prayersto the Sun God. In ames-
sage Governor Mukhi said, “My heartfelt greetings to the people all across
the state on the auspi cious occasion of Chhath Pujawhere peopl e participate
to offer prayers to Sun God. Hope the celebrations of the festival depict
utmost self-discipline, faith and belief and help in strengthening human val-
ues like restraint over material desires, renunciation etc”. He urged upon all
not to make much gatheringsand follow the safety guidelinesand COVID- 19
protocols set by the administration and pray for the betterment of humanity.

AITSAA's Jananeta Bhimbor Deori
Award 2020 to Renowned Journalist
Dhirendranath Chakraborty

Guwahati, November 19: TheAll IndiaTribal Students' Association Assam
(AITSAA) declared its Jananeta Bhimbor Deori Award 2020to Noted Journal-
ist of Assam Dhirendra Nath Chakraborty who was former Editor of Dainik
Asom, Dainik Janambhumi and Ajir Batori, Sankarjyoti etc on the eve of Bhimbor
Deori's 73rd Death Anniversary 2020 on 30th November stated by Arindom
Prince Panging, Adviser of All India Tribal Students' Association Assam
(AITSAA).AITSAA adviser panging a so said that noted writer Dhirendranath
Chakraborty has been honoured for hislifelong contribution to journalismin
the State and it will be organized on 30th November 2020 at Barbari Aklan Club
respectively. Theaward carriesacitation, various Tribal Communitiesattire, a
Gamocha, Japi, Sarai etc. Ontheeveof ntheeve of Bhimbor deori's 73rd Death
Anniversary 2020 All India Tribal Students' Association Assam, Greater
Guwahati Karbi Cultural Society, Deori Cultural Society arejointly organized a
Seminar on Jananeta Bhimbor Deori and his Contributionstowardsthe Nation
respectively, it wasinformed by Babu Rabha Hakasam President of All India
Tribal Students Association Assam (AITSAA).

Tihar Samaroh organized

A Correspondent : Biswanath Chariali, Nov 19: The Sootearegiona commit-
tee SooteaAAGSU (All Assam Gorkha Students Union) hasorganized a‘ Tihar
Bidal Samaroh’ (farewell of Tihar festival) at the playground of Tewaripal ME
School, Sootea on November 30, stated apressrelease. In this connection a
reception committee was formed with retired teacher Dalmohan Chhetry as
chief advisor and Kabiraj Kharka and Rajesh Chhetry as joint secretaries
along with other members. ‘Deusi’ and ‘Bhaile’ competitions have been or-
ganized in connection with Tihar Bidai samaroh. Notably, Tihar isafive day
long megafestival of Gorkhas which is celebrated around the globe. Deusi
and Bhaile are similar to Bihu or Huchhari of Assamese society. Deusi and
Bhaile are performing dances performed by male and femal e of the Gorkha
community during Tihar festival.

26/11 Magermind Hafiz Saeed Gets
10-Year Jaill Teem In 2 Terror Cases

New Delhi, Nov 19: Hafiz Saeed, the mastermind of the 26/11 Mumbai attacks,
has been sentenced to 10 years in two terror cases by a court in Pakistan,
.Thiswas not the first time that Hafiz Saeed, chief of the Jamaat-ud-Dawa, a
front organisation for theterror group Lashkar-e-Taiba (L€eT), was sentenced
inaterror case by aPakistani court. In February, Hafiz Saeed and some of his
aideswere convicted and sentenced to 11 yearsin aterror-financing case." The
anti-terrorism court of Lahore on Thursday sentenced four leaders of Jamat-
ud-Dawa, including its chief Hafiz Saeed, in two more cases," PTI quoted a
court official assaying.Hafiz Saeed and histwo aides- Zafar Igbal and Yahya
Mujahid - have been sentenced to 10-and-a-half yearseach, while hisbrother-
in-law Abdul Rehman Makki has been sentenced to six-month
imprisonment.Hafiz Saeediswanted in Indiafor planning the attack in Mumbai
in 2008, when 10terroristskilled 166 people and injured hundreds more. Heis
also known as a "global terrorist" both by the United Nations and the US,
which put a$10 million bounty on hishead.Hafiz Saeed was arrested in Paki-
stan in July last year in connection with terror-financing cases after interna-
tional pressure built up on Pakistan to come clean.The global terror financing
watchdog Financial Action Task Force (FATF) isinstrumental in pushing Paki-
stan to take measures against terrorists roaming freely in Pakistan and using its
territory to carry out attacks in India.Pakistan's counter-terrorism department
had filed 41 cases against Jamaat-ud-Dawaleadersand four cases against Hafiz
Saeed have been decided so far. Therest are pending in several anti-terrorism
courts across Pakistan.India has for long been asking international agencies
and friendly nations to apply pressure on Pakistan to make it stop sheltering
terroristsonits soil. Indiagave proof to the Paris-headquartered FATF through
several dossiers last year about how Pakistani agencies are funding the terror
group Jaish-e-Mohammed that was responsible for a car bomb attack on a
CRPF convoy in Jammu and Kashmir's Pulwamain February 2019.Since then
Pakistan has been facing possible blacklisting by the FATF, which could lead to
downgrading of the country by lenderslike International Monetary Fund, World
Bank, Asian Development Bank and European Union.

Govt. announces quota in MBBS,
BDS seats under Central pool for
children of COVID warriors

New Delhi, Nov 19 : Move aimsto honour contributions of healthcare work-
ers, says Health MinisterThe Health Ministry has approved a new category
for selection and nomination of candidatesfrom ‘Wards of COVID Warriors
under Central pool MBBS/BDS seatsfor the academic year 2020-21.Five Cen-
tral pool MBBS seats have been reserved for this category for the year 2020-
21, said areleaseissued by the Ministry.Union Minister for Health and Family
Welfare Harsh Vardhan on Thursday announced the government’s decision
to introduce anew category called ‘Wards of COVID Warriors' in the guide-
linesfor selection and nomination of candidates against Central pool MBBS
seats for 2020-21.He said that this move aimed to dignify and honour the
noble contribution made by the COV D warriorsin treatment and management
of COVID-19 patients.The Minister added that the State/Union Territory gov-
ernmentswill certify the eligibility for this category. “ The selection of candi-
dateswill be made by the Medical Council Committee (M CC) through online
application on the basis of the rank obtained in NEET-2020 conducted by
National Testing Agency,” said the Ministry.
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Brisbane heaves as

fans allowed back en masse

L ondon, November 19: TheAus

man, Peter V'landys, worked bull-

Queenslanders are going to be

surprise second-half

tralian rugby league fraternity has
atendency to pontificate that their
code is "the greatest game of al".
On Wednesday night, it really was
the greatest - at least numerically -
as it became the envy of sporting
fans and organisations across the
world.Suncorp Stadium'’s official
crowd at the State of Origin finale
between Queensland and New
South Wales was 49,155. It is be-
lieved to be a world record since
Covid-19 shut down sport. Thefig-
ure, while not quite a sellout at the
52,5000-capacity stadium due to
some lingering biosecurity mea-
sures, eclipsed last month's 46,061
attendance at Auckland's Eden Park
for the Wallabies' loss to the All
Blacks. That Bledisloe Cup crowd
was larger than the 29,707 at the
AFL grand final at the Gabba,
which itself had been the biggest
attendance at a sporting fixture
since 86,174 watched the Women's
T20 World Cup final at the
Melbourne Cricket Ground on 8
March. That wasthree days before
the World Health Organi sation of -
ficialy declared the coronavirus a
global pandemic.Sincethen, home-
ground advantage has all but
evaporated globally these past
eight months. Originisquintessen-
tial sporting tribalism. Rapture
wrapped inrage and catapulted into
every poor sod stationed initsgen-
eral direction. Theannual tit-for-tat
is often more about the people in
the stands than those on the field
and cardboard cutouts, innovative
though they are, lack the required
partisanship.Not so long ago,
Wednesday night's setting was
widely perceived as unfeasible, if
not plain stupid. The country was
initsfirst lockdownwhiletheinde-

ishly to persuade sceptica health
authorities, governments and
broadcasters the NRL should and
could resume as early as 28
May.When the competition did re-
start - second only to the
Bundesliga - other countries ob-
served with curiosity. Moving so
quickly was a fine line to tread at
the mercy of a pandemic that does

not follow logistical rules. Now
V'landys and his administration
have got away withit, other indus-
tries are seeking the NRL's advice
asthey feel their own way through
thisinternational mess.That is still
the case domestically, as South
Australia scrambles to contain a
new cluster. Origin has even infil-
trated petty political border wars,
featuring atext exchange between
NSW premier Gladys Bergjiklian
and Queensland counterpart
AnnastaciaPaaszczuk, inwhich the
latter was accused of "rubbing in"
NSW's series-opening loss at
AdedlaideOval. Last week, after the
Blueslevelled the seriesat Sydney's
ANZ Stadium, Palaszczuk an-
nounced the state was lifting the
cap on crowdsfrom 75% of stadium

very, very happy with this out-
come," shesaid. "Let'sfill Suncorp
and cheer our mighty Maroons
on."And so, as top-flight football
leagues in Europe play in front of
empty stands and virtual crowds,
real ones piled into Suncorp Sta-
dium, hardly a 1.5m gap in sight
under bright lights and dancing
flamesthat lit up social mediawith

amass bewilderment reflecting the
challenges of so many living in
graver circumstances. With the
Queensland borders still closed to
the greater Sydney region - the lo-
cation of a recent cluster - there
were precious few Blues scarves
speckled in stands otherwise
flooded by Maroons regalia, at a
venue where NSW have won just
twicesince 2010.Fistswere shaken
and arms flailed, players heckled,
and humanity momentarily re-
placed with shrieks for blood that
only intensified 20 minutesinwhen
James Tedesco's head ran into
Josh Papalii's frighteningly large
knee, knocking out the stand-in
NSW captain and ending his night
immediately. If that was not evi-
dence of normality resumed, a

workout.Andrew Johns had pre-
dicted pre-match the support
would givethe Maroonsa12-point
head start. The NSW great turned
pundit was not too far wide of the
mark, for they were up 6-0 inside
four minutes Some five minutes
later the scoreswerelevel, though
parity was fleeting.Queensland
health authorities did not go so far
asto let in Ray Warren, the voice
of rugby league who, in al his 77
years, had never called agamere-
motely. Without permission to
avoid the compul sory 14-day quar-
antine, Warren and his commen-
tary team provided play-by-play
updates from the Nine Network's
Sydney studio. Those at home
could not hear thevocal directives
between playersand officialswith
anywhere near the same clarity as
a Premier League game with the
crowd noise disabled. Maybe that
is the point.Wayne Bennett,
dressed in atailored maroon blazer
befitting his position as
Queensland coach, remarked that
"the whole city was gridlocked as
weweretrying to get to Suncorp".
There wastraffic at the turnstiles,
too, proving everyday fans have
not addressed matters of punctu-
ality during their time off. Many
had made it to their seatsin time
for the Welcome to Country, and
morestill for theAustraian national
anthem, controversial in its very
presence after the NRL reneged on
its decision not to play it during
this year's series.Some 80 minutes
later, by thetime some of Bennett's
triumphant squad members had
poured a celebratory tub of blue
Powerade onto his head and that
suave blazer, most fans had de-
parted. But they had been there,

fatigable ARL Commission chair-

capacity to 100%. "I

think

streaker gave support marshals a

and the world had seen it.

Casey Soney'sfocuskeeping high-flying
Manchester United grounded

Manchester, November 19: Itisimpos
sibleto predict the outcome of aWomen's
Super League season that, a third of the
way through, seesthetop fiveteams sepa-
rated by only five points.What we cantell,
though, isthat predictionsthat thiswould
bethe WSL's most competitive season are
starting to be borne out.Thetraditional big
three of Arsenal, Chelseaand Manchester
City have had slips and there is an
unpredictability that makes this season's
title race tantalising. The not-so-surprise
package are Manchester United. Having
ended up fourth after last season's prema-
ture finish, United sit top after seven
games.Casey Stoney s side are unbeaten

- 7‘\"*

and their climb from nothmg to the top
has been quick and relatively pain-free.
Having launched thesidein 2018, theclub
handed Stoney, a well-decorated player
and experienced coach but new to man-
agement, enough of a budget to ensure
they would have an instant impact in the
Championship. Promotion and atitlewere
secured in their first season, that top-four
finish in their second and now they are
rattling the established order.It is arise
even Stoney could not have predicted
would comeso quickly. ChampionsLeague
football wasand isthe ambition, the num-
ber of qualifying places increasing from
two to three this season to aid that mis-
sion. A steady chipping away at the 13-
point gap that separated United from third-
placed Arsenal (albeit having played a
gamefewer) would have been expected.On
Saturday, though, 800 days into Stoney's
tenure, aswerving, rasping strike from the
World Cup winner Tobin Heath and a
close-range equaliser from Kirsty Hanson
earned adraw against Manchester City and
confirmed United as serioustitle contend-
ers. They have taken five points off the
traditional top three, having also drawn
with Chelsea and beaten Arsenal. At this
stage last year, Stoney's side had suffered
three defeats from three games against
those teams.Those fixtures were tight;

three 1-0 defeats offering a hint at how
narrow the margin was. Each time United
were left to regret missed chances. The
shrewd recruitment of the US
internationals Heath and Christen Press,
the highly rated England youngster
Alessia Russo from North Carolina Tar
Heels and the forward Ivana Fuso from
Basel has sharpened the attack. Their pres-
ence has aso elevated the performances
of the existing squad. It says a lot that
playersdid not makeway for the entrance
of the bigger names. Only one forward,
Scotland's Lizzie Arnot, departed in the
summer. EllaToone, Hanson and the now-
injured Russo havethree goalsapieceand
are United's top league
scorers. In many ways
Stoney's biggest mana-
geria triumphto dateis
not the climb itself but
how she hastaken play-
ersfrom the Champion-
ship and fringes of the
WSL and turned them
into ateam of title chal-
lengersinthreeyears."It
says a huge amount
about how hard they work day-in, day-
out to improve, how open-minded they
are, how coachablethey are," Stoney said
after the derby of the players who have
risen with the team. "The way they have
developed over the last two years, they're
coming on in games against top opposi-
tion and not only coping they're thriving.
It'sreally pleasing to see."Now, the man-
ager has a problem because she and her
team, who face City again in the League
Cup on Thursday, have somewhat revelled
intheir outsider, newcomer, underdog tags.
The fans have loved adopting an "every-
body hates us but we don't care” attitude.
They have used it to fuel their fire on the
pitch and played with a swagger that has
almost dared you to underestimate
them.Except nobody is underestimating
Stoney's side and she hasto train them to
cope with the tag of title contenders or,
say it quietly, even favourites. Sheis do-
ing that ground work. Players are not al-
lowed to enjoy their victory over Arsenal
"for too long", "one game doesn't define
our season” isthe mantraand the derby is
just "another game and it keeps usin and
around it"."No," Stoney says sharply
when asked whether United areinthetitle
race. Itisaclever and consistent manage-
ment of the mental attitude of her players,
a drive to keep things the way they are,

keep the hunger, fight and focus that are enabling this
run.It is arun that should be welcomed, too. Because by
pushing the bar higher, the spending, vision and drive of
United will push up the standards of those around them.
That iswhat is needed: constant challenge to fuel growth.

| shant Shar ma starts
bowling full tilt at NCA ahead
ofAustrallaTaet series

New Delhi, November 19: Indiassenior-
most fast bowler Ishant Sharma on
Wednesday bowled full tilt at the National
Cricket Academy with anaimto get fit for
India'sfour-match Test seriesinAustralia,
starting December 17.1shant wasruled out
of the Indian Premier L eague after playing
just one game for Delhi Capitals against
Sunrisers Hyderabad before a "left inter-
nal obligue muscle tear" ended his cam-
paign prematurely. The injury in common
languageisside strain and I shant has been
at the NCA doing hisextensive rehabilita-
tion work under the watchful eyes of Di-
rector Rahul Dravid and head physio
Ashish Kaushik.On Wednesday,
ESPNCricinfo on their twitter handle,
posted a minute-long clip of the 32-year-
old, who was seen bowling from his full
run-up. Dravid and chief selector Sunil
Joshi watched Ishant bowl.Hewas mainly
bowling single stump with NCA coaching
staff like Paras Mhambrey and Mansur
Khan aso in attendance.BCCI president
Sourav Ganguly in a recent interview to
PTI had said that they are expecting | shant
to get fit before the first Test in

O

MO0 in
Adelaide." Yes, we are expecting I shant to
be back for the Test matches. He has al-
ready started bowling from shorter run-ups
and short spells. He has bowled at
NCA."But asthereisaBCCI protocol for
fast bowlers, Ishant will be playing thetwo
first-classgamesinAustralia," Ganguly had
said.If Ishant managesto play three games
inAustralia, he will join Kapil Dev asthe
second Indian fast bowler to play 100
Tests.Heisa so threewickets shy of reach-
ing 300 wickets, which will al'so bealand-
mark achievement even though slowest
among all speedsters who have reached
that particular milestone.

Wriddhiman Saha back at
India nets, on road to recovery

November 19 :

New Delhi, Veteran
wicketkeeper Wriddhiman Saha was back
at the Indian team nets on Wednesday,
showing signs of recovery from an injury
with four weeks still left for the much-an-
ticipated December 17-21 Test series
opener against Australiain Adelaide.Saha,
one of thefinest of glovesmen ever to have
donned the national colours, had damaged
both his hamstrings during ashort but suc-
cessful IPL campaign for Sunrisers
Hyderabad, in which he scored two match-
winning half-centuries.Thanks to the in-
jury, the 36-year-old keeper missed the
eliminator aswell asthe second qudlifier of
the Indian Premier L eague.On Wednesday,
Saha was seen facing throwdowns at the
netsfromthe Sri Lankan left-arm specialist
Nuwan Seneviratne and Indian right-arm
bowler Dayananda Garani for a consider-

able period of time.He didn't keep wickets
though and the extent of recovery couldn't
be ascertained from the video uploaded by
the BCCl media.There wasn't any pro-
nounced forward press or footwork in-
volved whiledriving the half-volleys, which
could be an indicator of how quickly his
hamstring ishealing.However, the manwho
has so far played 37 Tests and scored 1238
runs for the country, didn't look uncom-
fortable during his time at the nets.From
the video it seemed that both the
throwdown specialists didn't go full tilt at
the batsman, who istrying to gradually get
into the groove after theinjury.BCClI presi-
dent Sourav Ganguly recently expressed
confidence that Sahawould befully fit be-
forethefirst Test with both Nitin Patel and
Nick Webb working on his injury
management.During the last Test seriesin
New Zedland, Sshawasconfined totheside-
lines with Rishabh Pant getting an oppor-
tunity for his superior batting skills. How-
ever, thistime around Pant's dreadful bat-
ting form in the IPL has not helped his
cause. He is also being "slightly over-
weight" and that has certainly not gone
down well with the team management.In
case Saha fully recovers, he will be the
favourite to don the big glovesin the four-
match series.

A team hard to beat and hard to love

Paris, November 19 : The West
Ham midfielder hasquietly become
the linchpin of Gareth Southgate's
increasingly conservative England
sideDeclan Riceistheonly outfield
player to have started al five of
England's competitive matches
thisyear.Anybody stumbling upon
Wembley Stadium on Wednesday
night after along deep sleep would
probably bewildly confused by the
spectacle greeting them. And in a
sense England v Iceland - a Na-
tions League dead rubber played
in silencein the midst of alocked-
down city - isthefootball game as
philosophical paradox, a fixture
whose meaning essentially derives
from having none. An ancient folk
ritual whose true origins are long
forgotten to history. Ask not why,
child. As our fathers begueathed
tous, and their fathers before them:
it is written on the Uefa website,
and soit will bedone.England, who
can no longer progress from their
League A group, will be without
Jordan Henderson and Raheem
Sterling in addition to an already
lengthy injury list. Iceland, who
have already been relegated to
League B, are on arun of six de-
feats in seven games. Last week
they missed out on qualificationfor
next summer's European Champi-
onship in heartbreaking circum-
stances, conceding two late goals
to Hungary.And so for Gareth
Southgate, a game that threatens
toteach him dangeroudly little. Ice-
land may be best remembered on
these islands as the team who in-
flicted such humiliation on Roy
Hodgson's side at Euro 2016, but
they have regressed sharply in the
last two years, dlipping down the
world rankings and now in search
of a new manager. Anything less
than aroutinewinwill invite some

extremely uncomfortable ques-
tions. Anything morewill invitethe
accusation that this was no sort of
test at all.In the absence of most
of his first-choice XI, Southgate
will thus use this game as an op-
portunity to drill some existing
combinations and perhaps forge
some new ones. The in-form
Dominic Calvert-Lewin should get
another chance. Jadon Sancho and
Phil Foden could rekindlethe part-
nership they enjoyed at the
Manchester City academy. And in
the centre of the pitch, the absence
of Henderson gives Southgate a

chanceto makeabold and thrilling
statement of intent, to retool
England's midfield into a radical
and dynamic attacking force.Only
joking. Most likely England will
employ the now-familiar double
pivot, the two-man screen whose
main function will beto protect the
back three, block the opposition's
passing lanes and funnel the ball
to other, more exciting players.
Jude Bdllingham, the promising 17-
year-old from Borussia Dortmund,
may be deemed just alittletoo raw
for afull start, and so the honours
arelikely to goto Harry Winksand
Declan Rice.Over the last year,

Rice has quietly becomethelinch-
pin of Southgate's England. The
West Ham midfielder is the only
outfield player to have started all
five of England's competitive
games this year, and it's probably
fair to say people have mixed feel-
ings about this. For some, Rice
epitomises the tepid caution and
safe sideways passing of a team
that have wilfully shed their attack-
ing brio. England have scored just
three goals in those five fixtures;
no top-tier side has scored
fewer.There was a moment in
Sunday's 2-0 defeat by Belgium

that encapsulated is. Midway
through the second half Ricegot the
ball in an advanced position on the
left, with plenty of playersinthebox
and just enough timeto play afirst-
timecross. Ricelooked up, weighed
his options ... and decided to go
backwardsinstead.For Rice'scritics,
thiswas exactly the reason he needs
to make way: a promising opening
spurned through a painful lack of
ambition. But once you assess the
situation from Rice's perspective,
it begins to make more sense. He
was off-balance and out of posi-
tion. If Belgium managed to clear
the cross, the counterattack was

on.And so he opted to keep pos-
session, which is something he
does very well. His pass comple-
tion of 91% puts him behind only
Axel Witsdl, Adrien Rabiot and Toni
Kroosamong central midfieldersin
Nations League A. This is Rice's
function in an England shirt: he
keeps the ball, he covers the gaps,
he playsthe percentages, he elimi-
nates risk. It's worth noting that
thisisasubtly different roleto the
one he playsfor West Ham, where
he hasmorelicenceto roam, to run
with the ball and fly into
challenges.Perhaps Southgate
sees a little of his younger self in
Rice, a defensive midfielder who
succeeded by closing down his
game rather than opening it up,
offering himself up as a reliable
ball-playing option, a defensive
rock and a wise head on young
shoulders. Like Southgate, Rice
has been earmarked for |eadership
from his earliest days, and now
captains West Ham when Mark
Nobleisabsent. Heis, let'snot for-
get, only 21, with plenty of learn-
ing ahead.It's easy to seewhy play-
ers such as Rice inspire so little
enthusiasm among England sup-
porters. He doesn't flick the ball
over hishead like Jack Grealish. He
doesn't shimmy through defences
like Foden. Unlike Bellingham or
Kalvin Phillips, he isn't the shiny
new thing, unblemished by arela
tive lack of top-level exposure.
Above al he represents the new
conservatism of Southgate's En-
gland, a team hard to break down
and perhapseven harder to love. In
away, it helpsto think of Riceand
Henderson as England's protective
facemask, its 20-second hand wash,
itsenforced quarantine. It may feel
sterile and boring. But the alterna-
tiveis probably worse.
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Joachim L oew to stay on as Germany coach
despite lossto Spain : Oliver Bierhoff

Berlin, November 19:
Germany coach Joachim
Loew isnot in danger of
losing hisjob after they
were thrashed 6-0 by
Spain in their final Na-
tions League group

match on Tuesday, ha-
tional team director
Oliver Bierhoff has
said.Germany suffered
their worst defeat in a
competitive game as

Spain ran riot and a shell-
shocked Loew was at a
loss to explain his side's
capitulation in Seville
which prevented their
qualification for the Na-
tions League semi-

finals.Germany have hit a
rough patch thisyear, win-
ning only three of their last
eight matches, but Bierhoff
said Loew would remainin
charge at least until the

Euros next year.When
asked if Loew would re-
main the coach until next
year's Euros, Bierhoff told
ARD TV: "Absolutely, yes.
This game changes noth-
ing. We still trust Joachim

Loew, no doubt about
that."With the national
team, you have to think
and analyse from tourna-
ment to tournament. We
want to achieve the maxi-

mum at next year's
Euros."The Euros were
originally scheduled for
June-July this year but the
tournament was postponed
t0 2021 dueto the COVID-
19 pandemic. Germany
needed only a draw to
progress to the Nations
L eague semi-finals but the
result ensured Spain ad-
vanced as the top ranked
team in the group.
Germany's overhaul far
from complete after Spain
demolitionGermany, plan-
ning to have an overhauled
and tournament-ready
team at next year's Euro-
pean soccer champion-
ships, are running out of
time, with coach Joachim
Loew'schangesso far fail-
ing to deliver.A 6-0 demo-
lition by Spain on Tuesday
was their heaviest defeat
inalmost 90 yearsand only
added to their fluctuating
form in recent months.
Loew brushed the defeat
off as a "disastrous day"
but the coach, in his 14th
year in charge, has now
seen histeam exitinthefirst

round of a tournament for
the  third  straight
time.Winners of the 2014
World Cup, Germany
crashed out in the tourna-
ment group stage four
yearslater. They werethen
relegated from the Nations
L eague competition a few
months|ater after failing to
win a single game and
eventually stayed up only
thanks to a rule change.
That exit prompted the
start of Loew'soverhaul as
he dropped several world
champions - including
Thomas Mueller, Jerome
Boateng and Mats
Hummels - in favour of
younger players. But their
loss to Spain meant they
are again out of the Na-
tions League competition
from the group stage."We
saw today that we are not
asfar down theroad aswe
had hoped to be," Loew
said of his team's dismal
performance against the
Spaniards." After the first
goal we just gave up being
organised. That was
deadly. We charged out

and just opened up all
the spaces. We forgot
about our game plan and
just ran around out
there."With falling TV
figures, mounting criti-
cism and Loew's refusal
to recall Boateng and
Thomas Mueller, who
won five titles this year
with Bayern Munich,
and Hummelss, the coach
has worked himself in a
corner.Germany will next
play again in March be-
foreafew morewarm-up
matches prior to the
tournament start in
June.With alarge pool of
players to chose from
but without a finetuned
core of starting players,
the overhaul that started
in 2018, isstill largely a
construction site seven
months before the
tournament.”l havefaith
in my players,” Loew
said. "Now our respon-
sibility isto question ev-
erything and question
ourselves as well. We
have to draw the right
conclusions."

India’'sred-ball tour of England could

have spectators as ECB unvellsfixtures

L ondon, November 19: A five-match Test
seriesagainst Indiawill headline England's
bumper home summer in 2021 as the
country's cricket board on Wednesday
unveiled a provisional fixture with plans
to get crowds back into the stadiums.The
matches against India are scheduled for
August-September.Earlier this year, En-
gland hosted Pakistan and the West Indies
in twin Test series behind closed doors
due to the raging COVID-19 pandemic,
beforewelcoming Australiafor aseries of
limited-overs matches.However, the En-
gland and Wales Cricket Board (ECB) now
seems eager to stage the return of fans
into the playing arena from the next sea-
son onwards depending on the COVID-19
situation."We had an amazing summer of
international cricket this year with some
memorable performances, and we know
how much enjoyment it brought to people
whilst staying at home," ECB chief execu-
tive officer, TomHarrison, saidinarelease
issued by the board."Next year we've got
another big international programme to
look forward to, with the thrill of afive-

Josh Hazl ewood
Australia cannot

Mebourn, November 19: Augtrdiawould pre-
fertoplay Indiainthefirst Test at the Gabbain
Brisbane if the recent COVID-19 outbresk in
Adelaideforcesachangein venue, fast bowler
Josh Hazlewood said on Wednesday. Adelaide
Oval on Dec. 17 but a new cluster of
coronavirus cases in the state has cast doubts
on whether the match will ahead as
neighbouring states closed their borders with
South AustraiaHazlewood said if they were
to play at the Gabba, the fast bowlers would

Test seriesagainst Indiaasthe centrepiece,
compelling white ball series for our men
and women, and an Ashes Series for our
Visually Impaired team."Much to the de-
light of English cricket fanscravingfor live
action, the CEO added, "It's an exciting
prospect for England fans, and while
COVID-19 meansthere'sstill agreat deal

]

uuk

of uncertainty, wereally hopeto beableto
welcomefansback into the grounds safely
next year to bring that unique atmosphere
to stadia across the country."The Test se-
ries against India is due to conclude the
men'sinternational summer, with matches
at Trent Bridge, Lord's, Headingley, theKia
Oval, and Old Trafford. The seriesisdueto

:

A 3l

refers Gabba move if
ost Indiain Adelaide

rather get the game out of the way before it
became hotter and favoured the batsmen.”It
probably would be (the Gabba) to be fair,"
Hazlewood told reporters.”| think the longer
wewait the hotter it getsup there so the quicks
would all be happy to get that game done in
early December. We obvioudy have a redly
good record (in Brishane) and it'sagreat place
to start."Australia have not lost a Test match
at the Gabba since 1988.The outbreak in
Adelaide forced players such as captain Tim

Paine into self-isolation while others prepar- |
ing for the domestic Big Bash League were
moved to atraining camp on the New South
Wales coast.Cricket Australia, who had hoped
tofill theAdelaide Oval with 27,000 fans- hdf
its capacity - said on Tuesday that they "r

mained committed" to playing the day-nlght
Test match at the venue and were monitoring s
the stuation.Australia will first face Indiain
three one-day internationals and three
Twenty20 matchesstarting Nov. 27 in Sydney.

get underway on August 4 at Trent Bridge,
with following matches taking place at
Lord's, Headingley, and The Oval, before
finishing up in Manchester on September
14.During their last tour of the country in
2018, a Virat Kohli-led India lost the Test
series 1-4.Before the assignments against
India, Sri Lankaaredueto play three ODIs
from June29to July 4, with Pakistan arriv-
ing for three T20Isand three ODI sbetween
July 8 and 20.Pakistan will play three one-
day matches of the |CC'smen'sWorld Cup
Super League and three T20 internationals
in England next July.The ODIswill beplayed
in Cardiff, London (Lord's) and Birming-
ham on July 8, 10 and 13 respectively, while
theT20Iswill beheldin Nottingham, Leeds
and Manchester on July 16, 18 and 20
respectively. The proposed fixture calen-
dar also sees England women in action
against South Africa before Heather
Knight's side hosts New Zealand.As per
the ECB release, the England visually im-
paired team is also planning to host Aus-
traliain alimited-overs series in August,
subject to COVID-19restrictions.

|CC, CGF unvell
quallfylng process
for 2022 Common-
wealth Games

... The deadline for the Qualifier is
January 31, 2022." Cricket at the
Commonwealth Games is a fantagtic
opportunity for usto continueto
grow the women's game
globally," ICC Chief Executive Manu
Sawhney said in the release...

L ondon, November 19: Sx
highest-placedteamsinthe
ICCrankingsasonApril 1
next year along with hosts
England will get direct
qualification to the 2022
Commonwealth Games
women's T20 competition,
which will make its debut
at the quadrennia show-
piece in Birmingham.
Women's cricket will be a
part of the Commonwealth
Gamesfor thefirg timeever
whenthe2022 edition gets
underway in Birmingham
from July 28 to August 8.
ThelCCandthe Common-
wedath Games Federation
unveiled the quaification
process for the event on
Wednesday." Besides En-
gland, six other highest
ranked teams in ICC
Women'sT20l Rankingsas
of April 1 next year will dso
qualify directly for the

eight-team tournament,
which will be held in
Edgbaston,” the ICC said
in a statement.It will only
be the second time that
cricket will festure in the
event after amen'scompe-
titionwaspart of the Games
in Kuala Lumpur in 1998.
The Indian women's team
iscurrently placed third in
the ICC standings behind
England.The remaining
oneplacewill beallocated
tothewinner of aCommon-
wedth GamesQudifier, the
format and detailsof which
will be announced in due
course. Thedeedlinefor the
Qualifier is January 31,
2022."Cricket at the Com-
monwedlth Gamesisafan-
tastic opportunity for usto
continueto grow the
women's game globally,"
|CC Chief ExecutiveManu
Sawhney said in the re-
lease. "We are committed
to accelerating thisgrowth
and maintaining the mo-

mentum we have created
over thepast fewyears... |
thank the Commonwealth
Games Federation for their
support and for making this
possible."We share with
them the vision of greater
equality, fairness and op-
portunity in sport and | am
sureBirmingham 2022 will
go along way towards us
achieving our common
objectives."Since athletes
from the Caribbean will be
representing their countries
and not theWest Indies (as
they are affiliated with the
ICC), thewinner of adesig-
nated qualifying tourna-
ment will decide which
country gets to compete if
the West Indies get a dot,
the release said. Common-
wealth Games Federation
President Dame Louise
Martin said: "We are abso-
lutely delighted to have

women's T20 cricket debut
at the Birmingham 2022
Commonwealth
Games."Cricket hasdways
been one of the
Commonwealth's most
popular sports and it is so
specid tohaveit back at our
Gamesforthefirg timesnce
the men's competition at
KudalLumpur ... Nowisthe
turn of the women and |
can't wait to see the next
generation of starstakecen-
tre stage." Captains of
leading women's teams,
including India skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur, were
thrilled at the prospect of
women'scricket featuringin
the Games." The inclusion
of cricket at the Common-
wedlth Gamesishugefor al
players and the game in
genera," Kaur said."| hope
tobethereat thegamesand
wish that it is a great suc-
cesswith some engrossing
matchesand high quality of
cricket."
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CHIMNEYS WITH APPS | R.O. WATER PURIFIER | HOBS | GAS STOVE | OTHER KITCHEN APPLIANCES

Abhayapuri-94350-22784 | Agartala-98560-93668 | Baihata chariali-94351-42568/98641-40488 | Bangaigaon-7002184811. 9435547654,9435121367 | Barpeta road-94350-17865 99541-41975 | Barpeta town -94350-25127 | Bhawanipur-
7002206773 | Bandardewa-98649-84753 | Bijoynagar -99570-98392/94010-01157/94353-40662 | Boko-94010-02588 | Chaygaon-9435014549 | Dadara -98546-98027 | Dhupdhara-96785-16189 | Dhamaji-99546-51322 | Dhubri-94350-29279 |

Diphu-94350-66701/94350-66643 | Dudhnoi-94357-21505/94351-28048 | Goalpara-70023-10904/88762-23858 | Golaghat-96132-30384 | Guwahati -94355-59057/97065-94950 | Hajo-94353-47024/88763-09327 | Hojai-94357-29521/84028-59256 | Jorhat -
94350-53934/98541-06776 | Kharupitia -98541-44223 | Kokrajar-97070-29429/99548-88721/94354-81234 | Karimgunj-97061-39061 | Krishnai-88224-15337 | Lumding -94351-63327/97066-14137 | Mangaldoi -94350-87284/94351-
86435/97065-39174/73994-79163 | Mirza-98540-71983/99572-81858 | Morigaon -94350-64986/80111-17171 | North lakhimpur-88224-21077 | Nagaon-97061-79408/94355-18665 | Nalbari -98644-14515/98540-30209 | Pathsala-80110-06658 |
Dhekiajuli-98548-29934 | Dibrugarh-98548-11265 | Rangia -94351-05888/96782-26563 | Silchar -97061-39061/70054-86129 | Silapathar-70028-94393 | Shillong-90869-66640 | Suwalkuchi -98643-54859 | Tinsukia-94350-35156/
94350-35511/94350-36463 | Tezpur-97060-73481 | Tihu-97068-53124 | Udalguri-97063-46492
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