cm k

—+cm k

cm k

EWS

Gandhi Mandap
To'GoBlue

Guwahati, November 17:
The Gandhi Mandap of
Guwahati will go blueon
November 20 along with
other iconic buildings of
India and the world
keeping in solidarity with
the child rights and the
impact of COVID-19 on
children’s lives, said
UNICEF, Assam.The
other placeswhichwill go
blue on November 20 as
part of the ‘Go Blue’
campaign are Rashtrapati
Bhawan, Qutub Minar,
India Gate and the
Gateway of Indiaamong
others. The UNICEF and
GMDA have come
together to turn the
Gandhi Mandap Blue as
part of the campaign. The
UNICEF also held a
meetingwith GMDA CEO
Umandnada Doley, IAS,
who is keen to join
Guwahati with therest of
the Nation in celebrating
the#GoBlue campaign.

11 fakeArmy
OfficialsArrested

Guwahati, November 17:
In a shocking incident,
elevenimposters
masquerading as army
officials carrying fake
identity cards andwearing
camouflaged uniforms
werearrested in Guwahéti
on Monday night.The
accused have been
identified as Ganesh Das,
Saurav Sharma, Dhiman
Krishna, Joymoni
Sharma, Nayanjyoti
Gautam, Bijoy Moni
Sharma, Dijen Sharma,
Riponjoy Goswami, Rupam
Sharma, Gyananda Das
and Kaushik Bhuyan. The
arrested personsbelong to
Patacharkuchi in Bajali,
Baihata Chariali and
Satharbari in Nalbari. The
team of eleven lead by
Dhiman Krishna were
arrested at MESinBorjhar
Airport last night, while,
they were noticed
patrolling by the palice.

‘For Arvind Kejriwal,
. governanceisa....
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Sonowal | naugurates Swahid Bedli
In recognition to supreme sacrifice
of martyrsof Assam Movement

Guwahati, November 17:
Chief Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal today inaugurated
the newly built Chandi
Barua Bhawan and a
Swahid Bedi (Martyrs col-
umn) encompassing the
martyrs of Assam Move-
ment at Howly. At the same
time Chief Minister Sonowal
laid the foundation stone of
an Adarani Toron, a wel-
come gateway to Howly to
be built by Assam Tourism
Development Corporation
for Rs. 40 lakh on the Na-
tional Highway. 1t may be
noted that Chandi Barua

€.

Bhawan of Howly hasbeen
reconstructed by Cultural
AffairsDepartment involv-
ing afinancial outlay of Rs.
2 crore. Moreover, the
Swahid Bedi hasbeen built
using the un tied fund of
the Chief Minister. Speak-
ing at a programme at
Howly organised by the
Cultural AffairsDepartment
in association with District
Administration, Barpeta,
Chief Minister Sonowal
while paying rich tributes
to the martyrs of Assam
Agitation from Howly
Madhu Baishyaand others,

said that the people of
Howly should be commit-
ted to keep the town digni-
fied, clean and green. He
also called upon the par-
ents to help their wards to
imbibelove and respect for
Chandi Barua and help
themto grow up culturaly.
Stating that in contrary to
discord and disharmony
created by the Congress
and L eft parties, the present
BJP led State government
has been working to bol-
ster the devel opment of the
state taking everybody be-
longing  Contd...Page 6

Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal is mauguratl ng newly constructed Swahid
Bedi at Howly in Barpeta district

Hold countries that support terror guilty,
says PM Modi. Putin endorses him

New Delhi, November 17:
With the Brazil-Russia-
India-China-South Africa
(Brics) grouping set to
adopt a new counter-
terrorism strategy, Prime
Minister NarendraModi on
Tuesday said countries
that help and support
terrorists need to be held

Minister Dr. Himanta Biswa
SarmasrdliesinBTC

Guwahati, November 17:
Huge crowds were seen at
senior BJP leader and
Assam cabinet minister Dr.
Himanta Biswa Sarma’s
ralies in BTC areas on
Tuesday. The rallies were
helda Saraibil (Kokrghar),
Basugaon (Chirang),
Thuribari (Chirang).The
Bodoland Territorial
Council (BTC) polls are
dated to take place in two
phaseson 7 December and
10 December.The
counting of the votes will
be on 12 December as per
an Assam Election
Commission notification
issued on Tuesday. Video
footage from the rallies
shows people holding
mobile phones pushing
each other to click selfies
with Dr. Himanta Biswa

fight

Sarma who has been
hitting the ruling BPF with
his fiery speeches.The
election campaigning has
gained further momentum
with the dates being
announced. From BJP,
most of theralliesfor now
are being led by Assam
state party president,
Ranjeet Kumar Dass,
Nationa Generad Secretary
Dilip Saikia and Dr.
HimantaBisvaSarmaThe
major parties contesting
the 40 BTC seats are the
Bodoland Peopl€e's Front
(BPF), United People’'s
Party Liberal (UPPL),
Congress and Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP). The
BPF has been ruling the
BTC for three consecutive
terms and faces a tough
Contd...Page 6

guilty.Participating in the
virtual Brics Summit
chaired by Russian
President Vladimir Putin,
Modi said multilateralismis
going through a crisis and
guestions are being raised
about global institutions
since they haven't
changed with thetimesand
are based on the mindset

of 75yearsago.ln remarks
apparently aimed at
Pakistan, Modi, who was

speaking in Hindi, said:
“Terrorism is the biggest
problemtheworldisfacing
today. Countries that help
and support terrorists also
should be held guilty.”He
described the finalisation
of the Brics Counter-
Terrorism Strategy as a
great achievement and said
India, asthe chair of Brics
next year, will takethiswork
forward.The Brics Counter-
Terrorism Strategy, which
will alow themember states
to work out common
measures and more closely
coordinate at the UN and
other forums and promote
the implementation of the
UN’s global counter-
terrorism strategy, is set to
be adopted at Tuesday’s
summit.Modi’sremarkson
terrorism were endorsed
by Putin, who said some
countries Contd...Page 6

RCB clarifies after Virat Kohli getstrolled
for his Diwali message

BT C Elections 2020
DatesAnnounced

Guwahati, November 17:
The Bodoland Territorial
Council (BTC) general elec-
tions would be held in two
phases from December 7
thisyear, Assam State Elec-
tion Commissioner Alok
Kumar announced on
Tuesday.Voting in the first
phase will be held on De-
cember 7, and the second
phasewill beon Deceember
10. The counting of votes
will be on December 12.In
the first phase, BTC con-
stituencies falling under
Udalguri and Baksadistricts
will go to polls on Decem-
ber 7 and 8 (in case of re-
polls). The poll timingsfor
both the dayswould be 7.30
am to 4.30 pm.Under
Udalguri districts, thereare
three constituencies —

Majbat, Panery, and
Udalguri (ST), while in
Baksadidtrict, Barama(ST),
Chapaguri (ST) and
Tamulpur. In the second
phase, voters of two con-
stituencies under Chirang
and Kokrahgjar districtswill
exercisetheir right to fran-
chise on December 10 and
11 (incaseof re-polls). The
poll timings for both the
days would be as same in
thefirst phase— 7.30amto
4.30 pm.Thecounting of the
ballots for both the phases
will gtart from 8 am onwards
on December 12.Alok
Kumar, the State Election
Commissioner of Assam,
today announced that the
BTC election shall be held
in two phases. In the first
phase of polls, residents of

Udaguri and Baksadigtricts
will head to the polling
booths. The casting of
votes shall take place be-
tween 7:30 aminthemorn-
ingtill 4:30 pmintheafter-
noon. Re-polling, if any,
shall take place on Decem-
ber 12, stated the Election
Commissioner. Residents of
Kokragjhar and Chirang dis-
tricts shall exercise their

franchlse on December 12,
2020, from 7:30 am in the
morning till 4:30 pminthe
afternoon. The counting of
votes shall be held on De-
cember 12, 2020, the Elec-
tion Commissioner in-
formed. Earlier, the Gauhéti
High Court had directed the
State Election Commission
(SEC) toreleasean election
notification Contd...Page 6

| ndefinite economic blockade have
suspended temporarily

Diphu, November 17: Karbi
Students’ Organisation
(KSA) adongwith 12 others
organizations have stage
indefinite economic block-
ade at NH-36 and NH-39
highway from Tuesday
against Nagaland for ille-
gally encroached insidethe
land of Karbi Anglong,
Assam in Daldali Reserve
Forest. During a daylong
demonstration at Sarihajan
Tinidi for NH-129and Dillai
for NH-29, the goods car-
rying trucks heading to-
wards Nagaland have
stopped. But, after giving
assurance from the District
Administration ontheir de-
mand in the evening, the
ongoing indefinite eco-
nomic road blockage was
suspended temporarily for
aday. Asreported, a meet-
ing was held at Dimapur
with Karbi Anglong Admin-
istration and Dimapur Ad-
ministration today. After
prolonged discussion, the
Nagaland Government has
assured to remove IRBN
camp which was set up un-
der Daldali Reserve Forest.
It also assured the land
pattasgiven at Rilan Village
by Nagaland Govt. will be

cancelled and al the activi-
ties taken from Nagaland
will bestoppedimmediately.
It can be mentioned that
Daldali Reserve Forest is
the place where encroach-
ment activistsare still on by
the Naga miscreant from
Nagaland in the nose of the
Forest Department. So, the
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moved, illegal construction
of temporary sheet should
be dismantled, Construc-
tion of Border road must be
completed within stipu-
lated time and cancellation
of land pattasto Rilan Vil-
lage must be cancelled. But
after being repeatedly ap-
pealed to the Government,

tee and Standing Commit-
tee, whichincludeselected
members, KAAC Officials
and several other organiza-
tions leaders. But nothing
development for border
protection can be seen af-
tertwo  weeks of setting
up the Committee, instead
theillegal encroachmentis
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said organi zation has been
put on demand that the
Forest Border Pillar which
was demolished by Naga
Miscreants should be
erected again as per GPS
coordination, the set up of
two IRBN Camp of
Nagaland & recently con-
structed electrical infra-
structure should be re-

Bihar CM Nitish Kumar getsanew Cabinet
withthese ministersand ther portfolios

Patna, November 17: Nitish
Kumar on Monday
(November 16) took oath as
the new chief minister of
Bihar.A 14-member council
of ministerswas also sworn
in Patnaby Governor Phagu
Chauhan.Those who were
administered the oath of
officeincluded two Deputy
Chief Minister designates.
Janata Dd- United (JD-U)

chief Nitish Kumar on
Monday (November 16)
took oath as chief minister
of Bihar for theseventhtime.
A 14-member council of
ministerswasaso swornin
Patna by Governor Phagu
Chauhan along with Nitish
Kumar. Those who were
administered the oath of
officeincluded two Deputy
Chief Contd...Page 6
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ITLED PROMPTLY,
wm’f;"‘;}“‘ i%wm i

¥ NAGA MISCRE)

RESERVE FOREST SHOLLD BE DISMANTLED IMMEDIATE LY

OF BORDER ROADS MUST BE COMPLETED wiTwi THE STIP .

seemsstaying mum by their
side. “For the interest of
Border Protection, the
Karbi Anglong Autono-
mous Council (KAAC) has
elevated Steering Commit-

more active than the other
day. This is the reason we
have got nothing option
left to come forward to
stage demonstration,” said
Bijoy Contd...Page 6

S Recruitment Exam On Nov
22, Admit Cards Released

Guwahati, November 17:
After 64 days of the
cancellation of the written
test for the selection of 589
Sub Inspectors (Sl)
vacanciesin Assam Police,
the rescheduled exam will
be finally held on
November 22. Admit cards
for the exam have been
released on November 16
by the State Level Police
Recruitment Board
(SLPRB). Candidateswho
had applied for theexamin
2018 can download the
admit card from thewebsite
of Assam State Level Police

Recruitment Board.”
Candidates must not bring
any mobile phone, smart
watch, calculator, bagsand
ornaments or any other
electronic gadgets to the
Test Venue. Anyone found
violating this rule shall be
barred from appearing in
the Test and his/her
Candidature shall be
rejected,” it has also
notified.On September 20,
therecruitment
examination for the SI
position was held across
154 centers in the state.
However, Contd...Page 6

Congtruction Of 18-Km Long Bridge
Connecting Assam, Meghalaya To Begm Soon

Guwahati, November 17:

In amassive connectivity
boost for the North East
region, one of the India's
longest road bridgesis set
to come up between
Assam and Meghalaya
over the Brahmaputrariver,
reports Economic Times.
National Highways and
Infrastructure
Development Corporation
on Monday (16

November) said that
infrastructure  sector
heavyweight Larsen &
Toubro (L& T) hasemerged
asthelowest bidder for the
building of the Rs 3,200
crore 18-kilometre-long
strategic bridge . The four-
lane bridge would run over
the Brahmaputra river on
the National Highway 127
B from Dhubri to Phulbari.
It would reducethedistance

between the two areas by
about 203 kilometre, greatly
shortening the travel time.
The project also reflects
continuing engagement
between Indiaand Japan to
develop and invest in the
North East States, as it is
being financed by Japan
International Cooperation
Agency (JICA), which is
also financing the over 500-
kmlong bullet train project

between Mumbai and
Ahmedabad. Thelowest bid
to build this bridge was by
Larsen and Toubro. It will
be one of the longest road
bridges over ariver in the
country and on completion
will connect two eastern
states-Assam and
Meghalaya.” Larsen &
Toubro has emerged as the
lowest bidder for about Rs
3,200 Contd...Page 6
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M oderna Covid vaccinecandidate
amog 95% effective, trialsshow

Theracefor acoronavirusvaccine
hes received another shot in the am
with the US biotech firm Moderna
becomingthelatest toreved impressve
resultsfrom phase 3tridsof itsjab.An
interim andyd's released on Monday,
and based on 95 patients with
confirmed Covidinfections, found the
candidate vaccine has an efficacy of
94.5%. Thecompany saidit plannedto
gpply totheUSregul ator, theFood and
Drug Adminigration, for emergency-
useauthorisationinthecomingweeks.
In the analysis, 90 of the patients
recavedtheplacebowiththeremaining
five the vaccine. The results are the
latest encouraging newstoemergefrom
the breakneck effort to develop a
vaccineagaing coronavirusandfollow
a smilar interim analyss erlier this
month from a collaboration between
Pfizer andtheGermanfirm BioNTech,
which suggest its vaccine is 90%
effective at preventing illness.The
Moderna vaccine, which is being
tridledinmorethan 30,000 volunteers,
is not expected to be available outsde
the US until next year. The biotech
company sad it would have20m doses
ready toshipintheUSbeforetheend of
2020and hopedtomenufacture500mto
1bn dosesglobaly next year.Sofar, the
UK does not gand to benefit from the
vaccine but a government spokesman
confirmed it was in "advanced
discussons' toprocureit. Modernahas
agread to provide the US with 100m
doses, withanoptiontobuy 400mmore.
Japan, Canada, Switzerland, Qatar and
|gad havedso signed agreements, and
the European commission has a
"potentia purcheseagreement” for 80m-
160m doses. The UK chose not to
participatein the EU vaccine purchese
scheme, with the hedlth secretary, Matt
Hancock, arguing in July that the
government could source a vaccine
fager onitsown.TheModernavaccine,
which is based on similar mRNA
technology as BioNTech's is expected
to be assessed by the FDA on afind

Amazon.in Launches STEP
to Empower and Accderate

andysisof 151 Covid casesamongtrid
participants who will be followed on
averagefor morethantwomonthsif the
resUltsremain asimpressive asthetrid
goes on, the Moderna vaccine could
potertidly provide amgor advantage
over the Ffizer vacdine While Ffizer's
vaccine requires ultracold freezing
between-70C and-80Cfromproduction
fadility to patient, Modernasaid it had
improvedtheshdlf lifeand stability of its

the main targets of the body'simmune
responseto wipeout theinfection. The
interimresultsarebased onanandysis
of confirmed Covid casesamong both
placeboandvaccinated armsof thetrid,
garting two weeks after the second
doseisadminigtered. Giventherdaivdy
smdl number of cases andysed there
issome gatigtica uncertainty over the
94.5% figure. But Stephen Evans,

professor of pharmacoepidemiology at

moderna
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Own vaccing, meaning
that it can be stored &
dandard refrigeration temperatures of
2Cto8Cfor30days. It canbegoredfor
sxmonthsat-20Cfor shippingandlong-
term storage, the company said. At £38
to £45 for a course of two shots,
Modernds vaccine is more expensve
thantheother frontrunners AdraZeneca
andOxfordUniversty areamingtosdl
their vacdine a about £3 adose, while
vaccines in trial with Johnson and
Johnson and a collaboration between
Sanofi and GK are both expected to
codt about £8 adose. Ffizer ischarging
theUSabout £30for atwo-shot course.
The UK has ordered 40m Pfizer shots
but none of the Moderna
vaccineModerna's two-shot vaccine
inecsgendicmaerid cdledmRNA into
thebody, which cdlsthen useto churn
out the spike protein the virus uses to
invade cdls. The soike protein covers
the surface of the virus and is one of
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the London School of
Hygiene and Tropica
Medicine, said that based on the
numbersreleased, theefficacy wasdlill
likely tobebetter than 85%.A question
mark that remains over the Pfizer
vaccineiswhether it prevents serious
illness. The M odernaresults, released
by an independent data safety
monitoring board, areencouraging on
this point. Of 11 participants who
developed severe Covid whileonthe
trid, dl wereintheplacebogroup. The
results also suggest the vaccine is
effectivein older peopleandthasefrom
diverseethnic backgroundsModernds
interimanayssindudesasafety review
of data available o far. The company
sad it had found no significant safety
concerns, with mogt reactions being
mild to moderate and short-lived.
Among the side effects reported were
injection site pain in 2.7% of tria
volunteers fter the firgt jab. After the

second, themogt Sgnificant Sdeeffects
induded fatiguein 9.7%, muscle pain
in % andjoint painin5%. Othershad
headaches, other pains, or redness &
the injection siteProf Trudie Lang,
professor of globa hedlth research at
theUniversity of Oxford, said: "Itisvery
good news indeed to see another
vaccine coming through with sSimilar
efficacy reaults as were reported last
week fromFfizer." Thisisdoaninterim
andysis, which meansthat therewere
enough cases within the vaccinated
volunteers to give statistical
sgnificanceanddlow theteamto bresk
the blind to determine who had the
active vaccine and who had
placebo."This is redlly encouraging
and it further demonstrates that a
vaccinefor Covid isared probability
andthat having morethan onesupplier
should help assure better and more
equitable global availability." Peter
Openshaw, professor of experimenta
medicineat Imperia College, London,
said the Moderna results were
"tremendoudy exciting" and boosted
optimism that achoice of good Covid
vaccineswouldbeavailableinthenext
few monthsHe said the indusion of
high-risk and elderly people in the
Moderna trid suggested the vaccine
would protect those most vulnerable
to the disease, while the reported Side
effects were "what we would expect
with a vaccine that is working and
inducing a good immune
response"."Moderna have also
announced that thevaccine can bekept
inaconventiond freezer a -20Cfor up
to 6 months, and that once thawed
the vaccine can be kept for up to 30
days at standard refrigerator
temperatures of 2 to 8C. Thismakes
the vaccine much easier to deliver,"
he said." This announcement addsto
thegenerd fedling of optimism about
vaccinesfor Covid-19. What wetill
don't know ishow long any protective
immunity may last. For that, we will
need to wait," he added.

Troopd Presents Open Mic 4.0: Soji,
|goriha and Mana won hearts with thar
compogtions and performances

After three successful and successive
seasons, online platform Troopd hogted yet
ancther season of OpenMic4.0, whichreceived
ahuge overwheming responsein Music and
Poetry presentation, the season was
broadcasted ontheonlineplaformfor thefirst
time in the country. In the Music category,
Manaand Suzy managedtoimpressthejudges
by their voice, whilein Poetry, | prihaBaileung
played akey roleinfascinating everyonewith
her poetry. In the fourth season of Open Mic,
which began on October 3, around 400 tdents
from different genres were selected. The
audition process was completed in three
rounds, after which atota of 15 contestants
were sdected for the semi-findsand findly 8
got a chance to race in the Finde. The find
round on Saturday saw a tough competition
between Bhairav Pandit, Man Mati, I1spriha
Baillung, Adepu Bindu, Soji Mathew, Vishnu
Kumar Swamy, Khaida K hatoon and Anjani

SinghThakur.

On this occasion, Mr. Atul Malikram,
Founder, Troope .com took the opportunity to
congratulateal thewinnersand sad, "Our god
istobring these childrento theright place. All
areexpatsindividudly intheir art & skillsand
this is the first time that Judges are most
successful in choosing the winners. We have
to face the chdlenge. But our endeavor isto
ensure that the new skilled faces get their

deserved recognition.”

Giving specid thanksto the channd, Soji
Mathew, winner of thecompetitionsaid "l did
not expect towin but | wasvery happy to hear
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my name. My heaﬁdtthmksto thechannel
| triedtogivemy 100%inthefinde and Judges
liked and gppreciated thet effort.”

Apart from this, participants who stood
onthesecond andthird placel sprihaBaillung
andManMata said, "Troopd isanextremdy
reiableplatform, wherethereisalottolearnfor
young taent and winning comes dong with
fun and learning. We would like to thank
everyone from the bottom of our heart."

Judges Shivam Dubey (music thergpist)
and Mohammad Imran Siddiqui (poet) jointly
cdled out dl the contestantsand praised there
extraordinary talent and applauded them.
Aishwarya Fender, host of the show played a
key role in making the competition a huge
success. Gift hampers and other giftswill be
presented to these winners from different
regions of the country. Apart from this, they
will be supported in digitd branding through
the channd.

Dozensof USSecra Savice

OfficarsAsagneo

toProtect

TrumpSaodinedby COVID-19

Dozens of US Secret
Sarvice officers assigned to
protect President Donald
Trumphavebeensddined by
COVID-19, the Washington
Post and New York Times
reported on Friday as the
coronavirus outbresk spreed
at the White House Two US

Tuls Kumar'sgecial gesture

for kldsthls Diwali!

Amazon.in today announced the launch of STEP, a
performance-based benefits program designed to help
sellers accelerate their growth on Amazon.in. STEP
simplifiesthe seller experience by providing customized
and actionable recommendations which help sellers
improve key customer experience metrics and in turn,
their growth. By improving performance, sellers can
unlock benefits across multiple levels like 'Basic',
'Standard', 'Advanced', 'Premium’ & more. Thesebenefits
includefeewaivers, faster disbursement cycles, priority
seller support and worl d-class free account management.
STEPputssellersin charge of their successon Amazon.in
by helping them track their performance, benefits and
growth in real-time through the STEP Dashboard on
Seller Central. Using customized and actionable
recommendations, STEP enables sellerstoimprove key
seller controllable metrics like cancellation rate, late
dispatch rate, return rate, among others. Based on their
performance, sellers can access benefitslike onlineand
offlinetraining, feewaivers, faster disbursement cycles,
and free account management. Starting 1 December 2020,
all sellerson Amazon.inwill enjoy 'Standard' benefitsup

aMazZoncom

to31March 2021, and effective 1LApril 2021 will bedigible
for'Basic', 'Advanced', 'Premium' and more based on their
performancefrom 1 January to 31 March 2021. All sellers
will get an opportunity to upgrade their level and
corresponding benefitsbased on their performance every
quarter. Manish Tiwary, VPAmazon India, said, "STEP
empowers sellers of all sizesand tenure to drive their
growth on Amazon.inby focusing on their performance
on key metricswhich matter to customers.STEP provides
objective and transparent criteria along with benefits
designed to help sellers improve their performance on
these metrics in a predictable manner. At Amazon, we
believethat focusing on long term customer experience
matters. We have spent time obsessing over every detail
of the STEP program and carefully crafting each element
to ensure our valuable sellers can provide a great
customer experience and in turn, grow and be successful
on Amazon.in." With the launch of STEP, Amazon is
introducing its revised fee structure, which was earlier
deferred to after Diwali. The revised fees, effective 1
December 2020, are linked to STEP levels and include
waiver on weight handling fees and lightning deal fees
as part of STEP benefits. In addition, there will be
reduction in closing fee chargesfor productsin low price
range (Rs 250-500) and zero disposal fees for items
shipped from Amazon fulfilmentcentres. Amazon.in has
taken several initiatives this year to help its seller
community of more than 7 lakh sellers overcome
obstacles and get their businesses back on track. These
includefree Covid-19 health insurance(offered by Acko
in partnership with Amazon), on demand payment
disbursement, relaxation in performance metrics, fee
waivers on inventory storage fees and 50% waiver on
'Sell on Amazon' feesfor small sellers, and deferring its
marketplacefeerevisionsto December 2020.

In 2020 Tuls Kumar conquered thelndependent music
pacedfter making animpact intheplayback arena During the
lockdown itsdlf, the talented artist released mulltiple singles
including Tanhaa', 'Naam' and‘ ZahraThehro' and ‘TereNadl'

- al of which garnered a lot of success and topped music
charts.

Feding animmenseamount of gratitudefor her fansand
wdl wishers, Tuld Kumar decided tobringinthisDiwali season,
by giving back to society and those less fortunate.

The popular singer visited an NGO that looked after
orphansandinthetruespirit of Diwdli, celebrated theoccasion
with themwith food, danceand music- dl tobringasmileon
their innocent faces.

When contacted reveded Tuls Kumar, "For me, Diwali is
afegtiva of giving, spreading light, smiles and happinessto
thosearound. Theyear hasbeen filled with many chalenges,
negative happenings and circumstances. So the best gift we
could give anyonethis Diwali is spreading smiles, happiness
and positivity." Adding that, "When | met the kids of this
NGO, | sangwiththem, danced with them, distributed Diwali
decorationsand sweetsand we cdl ebrated thefegtiva together.
It wassuch agreat experienceand thel ook ontheir facesfilled
mewithsomuchjoy. It dso gavemetheopportunity todiscover
their many talents. | encourage people in their small way to
bring smilesand makethisDiwdi lit upinevery way possble”

government sources familiar with the Stuation confirmed to
Reutersthat Secret Service officers had tested positive for the
virusbut did not provide aspecific number. Oneof the sources
saidalarger number of officerswho had not tested positivehad
goneinto quarantine as a protective measure. The Pogt did not
say how many officerstested postivefor thevirusversusthose
who had toisolatebecause of dosecontact with aninfected co-
worker. It said about 10% of the core security team had been
dddined TheNew York Timesreportedthat a leegt 30 uniformed
Secret Serviceofficersrecently tested postivefor thevirus and
that around 60 were asked by the agency to quarantine
themselves.Secret Service representatives declined to give a
taly of officersaffected. White House spokesman Judd Deere
referred questions to the Secret Service, but told the Post
separady that theadminidration took every caseserioudy.The
outbregk, which the Pogt said was at least partly linked to a
seriesof Trump raliesbeforethe November 3 ection, comes
roughly amonth after theppresident himself contracted COVID-
19 and was flown to a US military hospital for days of
trestment. COVID-19 has dso infected a number of other top
officids in the White House, top adminigretion officids and
cabinet members and Trump campaign aides. None has
died.Firgt lady MeaniaTrump, Trump’syoungest son Barron,
topadeHopeHicks, nationa security adviser Robert O’ Brien
and White House press secretary Kayleigh McEnany al
previoudy tested positive.Presdent Donald Trump posesfor
hisofficia portrait at TheWhiteHouse, in Washington, D.C.,
on Friday, October 6, 2017. (Officia White House Photo by
Shedah Craighead)Othersto have contracted thevirusinclude
USDepartment of Hous ng and Urban Deve opment Secretary
Ben Carsonand, according toasourcefamiliar withthematter,
Trump campaign adviser Corey Lewandowski.US House of
Representatives speaker Nancy Pelos, who has repeatedly
criticisedtheWhiteHouseand the president over their handling
of the pandemic, told reportersthelatest outbresk wasfurther
proof of “Trump’sreckless campaign schedule”

How we think about killers like Peter Sutcliffe

tells us who we vaue In society

‘Menareafraid that women will
laugh at them," said Margaret
Atwood. "Womenaredraidthat men
will kill them." Inhisaccount of Peter
Sutcliffe's regime of terror,
Somebody's Hushand, Somebody's
Son, Gordon Burn recounts how
Sutdiffésfirg murder wasapparently
triggered by a woman laughing at
him, which soundsamoreplausible
reason than the one Sutcliffe put
forwardwhenhewasfindly arrested
in1981: that Godtoldhimtodoit. This
laughing woman was a sex worker
and it has become alazy, dangerous
commonplacetha Sutdliffemutilated
and killed "prodtitutes'. He did not.
Hemutilated and killedwomen. The
namesof thase 13 women, and their
photographs, filled the newspapers
when Sutcliffe's death was
announced: WilmaMcCann, Emily
Jackson, Irene Richardson, Pdricia
Atkinson, Jayne MacDondd, Jean
Jordan, Yvonne Pearson, Helen
Rytka, Vera Millward, Josephine
Whitaker, Barbaral each, Marguerite
Walls, Jacqueline Hill. On social
media, they were also remembered
and mourned, including by the
higtorian Hallie Rubenhold, who in
her d oquent book TheFiverecrested
thelives of five of Jack the Ripper's
victims in order to give them back

their gories and their selvesAt the
time, this was not how the murders
weretreated. Then, thedead women
were "progiitutes’, not people with
lives and friends and children, and
hopes and futures that had been
snuffed out. The murders were
motivated by sex, not by the
misogynistic hatred that swilled
aroundthe1970s, whichin Sutcliffe
metastasised into lethd violence.
When a"normd" or, as the police
put it, an "innocent" woman was
killed, it wasa"misteke' that further
derailed the police's farcically
incompetent investigation. Sutcliffe
blundered around Yorkshire,
grotesquely killingwomenamostin
plainsight, but hisnickname of "the
YorkshireRipper" gavehimafadkloric
dature, likehisVictorian predecessor
or anevil Robin Hood. He had been
agravedigger; he used screwdrivers
and hammers; heheard voicesinhis
head. He became a ghoul. He was
the shiver in the dark.Sutcliffe's
ghastly killing spree took place
between 1975 and 1980. In 2006, a
forklift truck driver caled Steven
Wright killed five women over the
course of sx weeks: Tania Nical,
Gemma Adams, Anndi Alderton,
AnnetteNichollsand PaulaClenndl.
All had been sexworkersinlpswich,

and some of the media compared
Wright to Sutdliffe, naming him the
"Suffolk Strangler”. But our attitudes
had humanised by then. The figure
of Wright never gripped the public
imagination. Hewasband, cardess,
stupid, casudly using progtituteslike
latsof menusethem (but killingthem
as most men do not), arrested

oty
hd

because of DNA
evidence. There
waspublicdiscomfort whenthedeed
womenwerelabdled assex workers
and a new sympathy and respect
showntowardsthevictims whowere
remembered and mourned as
daughters, Sgters, partners, mothers,
friends; young and vulnerable
women who - sometimes - traded
their bodies for money out of
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desperation and who were as
"ordinary" and"innocent" astherest
of us. Attitudes shift but misogyny
remains, as does an indifference to
the sufferings of those we cast as
"other" (thosewho we do not seeas
innocent, ordinary, one of us). How
the blind spots change shows
something about what and who we
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asasociety vaue.
At the same time
Sutcliffe was murdering women in
Yorkshire, Fred and Rosemary West
were sexudly torturing and killing
young women in Gloucestershire,
dthough they were not arrested until
1994.Severd of thearvidims induding
their own daughters, went unmissed
until they were found dl those years
later, buried in the basement and

garden of the terrace house that had
been turned into an abattoir. They
werein care, had dipped through dl
thedack safety nets, had disgppeared
fromsght, werenct ssarchedfor. Only
one, Lucy Patington, amiddle-class
student fromasafeandloving family,
caught publicattention: asif every life
does not have an equal value.Or
Harold Shipmean, the GP bdieved to
be the mogt pralific serid killer in
modern history, thought to have
murdered morethan 200 patients. But
by and large, these people were old
(or atlesst middie-aged, whichcanbe
olossd as old). By and large, they
werewomen. By andlarge they were
not well-off. By and large, they were
invisible. Or the greatest child
protection scandd in British higtory:
thegrooming, exploitationand sexud
abuse of children in Rotherham
betweenthe1990sand the2010sand
whichfor adecadedt least thepolice
and the council were aware of,
knowing but not caring, a hideous
blind spot that erased compassion.
The 2014 Jay report found that at
least 1,400 girls had been abused.
How did it continue for so long?
Becausethey weregirls. They were
working class. Many werein care.
They had no power. They were not
vaued and not seen.
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Economic blockade on
Nagaland from Nov 17

o

v rr’,

DIPHU, November 17 : Various
Karbi Anglong based civil society
organizations led by Karbi Stu-
dents Association (KSA) on Sun-
day decided to call for anindefinite
economic blockade on Nagaland
starting from November 17 in pro-
test against alleged illegal en-
croachment by people from
neighbouring Nagaland.M ovement
of al trucks/vehicles carrying es-
sential itemswill be prohibited.On
Thursday, Karbi Students' Associa
tion, United Karbi Anglong Women
Association, Karbi Anglong
Women Justice Forum, Students
and Youth Council and Hills Pro-
gressive Youth Association among
others alleged that encroachment
inside Daldali reserved forest had
been taking place under the patron-
age of Nagaland government. In
this regard, the organizations had
demanded for a tripartite talk be-
tween governments of Assam,
Nagaland and Karbi Anglong Au-
tonomous Council to deliberate and
resolve the border issue. Address-
ing apress meet here on Thursday,
Simeon Rongphar-led KSA had
warned of imposing a ‘four-hour'
economic blockade on November
20if theAssam and Nagaland gov-
ernmentsincluding KAACfailedto
convene ameeting to discuss about
the border problem.However, after
ajoint meeting of the Bijoy Bey-led
KSA, Rongphar-led KSA and other
organizations held here on Sunday,
the house decided to call for anin-

Book released at
Jamugurlhat

Chariali, Nov 17:

definite blockade against Nagaland
from November 17.They said that
the blockade has been called to
protest against unabated illegal en-
croachment inside Karbi Anglong.
They said that the Karbi Anglong
Autonomous Council and the
Assam government had asofailed

to protect itsown land. The organi-
zations also put forth several de-
mands that include eviction of all
illegal occupants/encroachment in-
side Ddddi reserved forest, discon-
necting power supply alegedly be-
ing provided to some occupants by
Nagaland government inside Karbi
Anglong, removal of Nagaland po-
lice personnel near border pillarsno.
1& 2etc.They dso dleged that en-
croachment activitiesby peoplefrom
neighbouring state had increased

7 A Corregpondent
Biswanath

‘Yuge Yuge
Pravahita Dhara
an Assamese
book written by

since October last. They also al-
leged that encroachers frequently
entered the district's Daldali Re-
serve Forest to cut down trees.A
group of Assam officials led by
deputy commissioner (DC) Karbi
Anglong, Superintendent of Police,
Chief Conservator of Forest and

others visited the disputed area of
the border on Saturday. DC Karbi
Anglong requested his Dimapur
counterpart for an official meeting
to sort out theissueat official level.
Karbi Anglong forest officialshave
also raised concern over continu-
ous encroachment by people from
Nagaland by removing pillars de-
marcating the border between the
two States.On Wednesday, assis-
tant conservator of forest, Karbi
Anglong, Prahalad Kro along with

sub-divisional police officer
Bokajan, John Das, during the bor-
der survey/inspection, observed
substantial destruction of forest
areas inside Karbi Anglong. The
officialsalso took note that most of
the inhabitants were alegedly is-
sued land pattas by Nagaland
government.John Das stated that
the whole issue needed to be dis-
cussed between Assam and
Nagaland governments.AASU
threatens economic blockadeln an-
other border-related issue, the All
Assam Students' Union (AASU)
Jorhat unit on Sunday also threat-
ened to launch an economic block-
ade against Nagaland to protest
against encroachment inside Dissoi
valley reserve forest under
Mariani.According to reports, a
delegation of AASU Jorhat unit vis-
ited the area on Sunday. They
warned of imposing an economic
blockade if such encroachments
were not stopped.Jorhat district
officialsclaimed that Assam police
had erected a temporary camp in
the area on November 11 soon &f -
ter Nagaland police personnel
erected ashed and refused to move
fromtheir position. Effortswereon
to pursue the Nagaland authorities
tovacatethe areaand dismantlethe
structure, Assam officialssaid. The
Nagaland government however,
denied"illegal occupation” of land
in Assam, claiming that its police
personnel werekeeping vigil within
the State's periphery.

DEO Conducts Meeting with Political
Partlesfor Smooth Conduct of PR Elect|on

apnali Mahanta receivi ng the Award from veteran actor Prartjal Sai kia
in presence of Mainee Mahanta and Founders of Byatikram Group Dr.
Saumen Bharatiya & Pintu Kr. Gupta.

Ex DGP of Assam Police,
Dr Kuladhar Saikiaunfurlsthestatue
of martyr Anil Boraat Nagaon

A correspondent : NAGAON, Nov 17 :
Former DGP of Assam Police and the cur-
rent president of Asom Sahitya Sabha, Dr
Kuladhar Saikia unfurled the statue of the
martyr of Assam Medium Movement, Anil
Bora affixed at his crematory site near
Nagaon Nehrubali today after around 48
yearsback of hissacrifice. Significantly, the
then district body of Asom Sahitya Sabha
and All Assam Students' Union (AASU)
took decision to set up his statue at his
crematory site near Nehrubdli. It isdueto
some reasons unknown, both the organiza-
tions could not be able to accomplish it
during the last 48 years. But pushing al
handle aside, the district body of AASU
finally has escalated its enthusiastic effort
to bring the yearslong postponed planinto

theredlity. Unfurling the statue of the mar-
tyr, Ex DGP Dr Saikia said that those who
had sacrificed their livesfor Assameselan-
guage and its culture, they would be re-
membered. The respective movement of
those martyrs should be taken ahead so
that we could take the Assamese culture as
well asits language to the world body for
better recognition in the entire world, Dr
Saikia said. Gracing the occasion, the
younger brother of themartyr, ApurbaBora
expressed his gratitude to district body of
All Assam Students' Union for setting up
the statue of the martyr after 48 yearsof his
assassinationin Hojai.Intheinaugural func-
tion, along with other renowned aswell as
senior citizens of the town, the workers of
thedistrict AASU were present.

Mediaisnot above law
Samudragupta Kashyap

SIPAJHAR, Nov 17 :

'Media is not above
law.The media persons
should published only
those news which are
fully based ontruth'. Said
State Information Com-
missioner, Samudragupta
Kashyap. He was ad-

o , Dr. Dhundi Raj
UpadhyaYa, an emergl ng erter of Gam|r| pal wasreleased
in afunction held in the Gamiripal residence of the author
on November 16. Sharanan DevaNath; aknownAssamese
poet of Jamugurihat released the book. Addressing the
gathering he said, ‘ Books are unique media of enhancing
civilization. Publication, composition and love of reading
bookswill definitely remaintill human civilization exists.’
Chakrapani Sarma; artist pensioner, Churamoni Sarkar, Padma
Sarmaand BalaKumari Devi, retired teachers addressed the
meeting which was chaired by Purna Kumar Sarma. Narad
Nirolaoffered avote of thankswhile Dhundi Rgj Upadhyaya
carried out the proceedings of the meeting.

Aalo, Nov 17 : TheWest Siang District
Election Officer Shri Moki Loyi con-
ducted a detail meeting with political
parties for peaceful, fair and free
Panchayat Poll at ConferenceHall of DC
officetoday. Shri Loyi said that role and
responsibility of political partiesinthe
election process is very important to
disseminate required information to the
grass root leaders who are contesting
the election. He urged all political par-
ties to keep in touch with the respec-
tive ROsfor all required information and

maintain all Model Code of Conduct in

conducting a fair election. The DPDO
Shri Liyi Bagra districted the copies of
Model Code of Conduct to all political
Parties and appealed them to play key
roles on any misconception arising out
of petty issues. All candidates will be
issued Nomination paper from 24th Nov
and candidates can file nomination upto
2nd December. The representativesfrom
Political parties also shared their views
basing on the difficulties faced by them
in the past elections.

dressing the function of
the celebration of the Na-
tional Press Day orga-
nized under the auspices
of the Darrang district ad-
ministration. Delivering
the speech on the theme
"Role of Media during
Covid 19 pandemicandits
importanceon Media" he
has highlighted the im-
portance and relevance of
press media towards

The average diabetescontrol levelcontinues to be
alarmingly high in Guwahati: India Diabetes Care Index

Guwahati, November 17: Intherun-up
toWorld DiabetesDay, theNovo Nordisk
Education Foundation today unveiled
the second-year report of itsimpact In-
dia: 1000-Day Chdllenge programme The
programmewaslaunched two yearsago
to addresstheissue of suboptimally con-
trolled diabetesin India. Accordingtothe
report, the average HbA1c level in
Guwahati wasrecorded a 8.42%in Sep-
tember 2020. TheaverageHbA 1cleve
has marginaly increased as compared
to last year's figures and the prevailing
high HbA1c levels is a matter of deep
concern especialy in the light of the
COVID-19 pandemicwhich putspeople
with uncontrolled diabetes at a higher
risk of afatal outcomeand serioushedlth
complications. HbA 1cisthe best recom-
mended indicator of long-term blood
sugar control and givesan averageblood
sugar control over the preceding three
months. 1000 peoplewithanaverageage
of 54 years were part of the analysisin
thecity, out of which 61% weremaeand
39% were female. Speaking about the
report,Dr. Karuna Kanta Barman, Con-
sultant Diabetologistand Director of

Barman Diabetes Specidties, Guwahdti
said, "The high level of HbAlc in
Guwahatineeds immediate attention as
the risk of severe health complications
from COVID-19 is up to 50% higher
among peoplewith diabetes. Tokeepthe
glucoselevel incheck, itisimportant for
one to continue medications regularly
along with frequent self monitoring of
blood glucose and to maintain ahealthy
lifestyle encompassing a nutritious diet
and a regular exercise regimen, since
uncontrolled diabetes damagesthevitd
organslike the eyes, kidney, heart, etc."
Withtheexigting pandemic situationwith
COVID-19, peoplewith diabetesshould
keep an adequate stock of medications
and supplies for monitoring blood glu-
cosea home. If symptomslikedifficulty
in breathing or shortness of breeth, fe-
ver, dry cough, tiredness, aches and
pains, sorethroat, headache, lossof taste
or smdll areexperienced, immediatemedi-
cal attention should besought. IDCl isa
part of the'Impact India: 1000-Day Chal-
lenge programmeby Novo Nordisk Edu-
cation Foundationand serves as a guid-
ing tool for the status of diabetes care

acrossIndia iDCl wasintroducedin 2018
as part of the programme to monitor
thediabetes care status in the country.
Based on big data analytics, iDCI has
been providing a real-time view of the
averageHbA1cinIndia, akey indicator
of the state of diabetes control across
select cities. At present, more than 77
million peopleareliving with diabetesin
India. Under the IMPACTIndia
programme, digital platforms are being
leveraged to partner with practitioners
(doctorsand paramedics) to evolveand
implement an approach to diabetescare
appropriateto India. iDCI isadynamic
tool that not only tracks the status of
diabetes care but a so helpstoincrease
awareness, motivate and sensitize
healthcare professionals (HCPs) and
society. The last two years of the
programme have seen significant con-
tributionsfrom HCPsand peopleliving
with diabetesfrom acrossthe country.
There has been an improving trend in
theiDCI resultsevery quarter, and this
wouldlead to a reduction in the future
burden of diabetes-related complica-
tionsinIndia

With schools st to
reopen, APPSA advocates
obsarving SOPs

ITANAGAR, November 17 : : TheArunachal Pradesh
Private SchoolsAssociation (APPSA) has appealed to
the school management committees and school authori-
ties to strictly observe the standard operating proce-
dures (SOP) vis-aVvisCovid-19 while starting the classes
for the students of Classes 10 and 12.Schools across
the state are reopening on 16 November for the two
classes. APPSA president Techi James while address-
ing the Children's Day celebration at the Delhi Public
school in Jully on Saturday said, "Thetime hascometo
learnto livewith Covid-19 and try to maintain the 'new
normal’ lifestyle. Our economic activities should con-
tinue, and at the sametime we also need to maintain the
SOPs, sothat minimum effectisfelt,” hesaid. The APPSA
president informed that the association has sought a
one-time grant from the state government for procuring
hand sanitizers, facemasks, etc, but is yet to receive
any reply. He said the schools are trying their best to
arrange the short-term requirements for Covid
management.Arunodaya University vice chancellor Dr
VN Sharma, who also attended the function, spoke on
therole of the education sector and the devel opment of
the statein the new era. Dr Sharmaemphasized on "sin-
cerity, dedication and devotion for the development of
the education sector in the state and the country.ies also
inaugurated a new hostel building on the occasion.

PI B Guwahati \Webinar on'Indudtrial and Civil Infragructure- Dams, Hydd and
Eco-friendly Power Projects- Potential Driversand Enginesof Growth and Devel opment'

strengthening the foundation of democacy. Further-
more he has also discussed about the latest trends
of journalism in present rapid changing situations.

Addressing the function held at Deputy
Commissioner's conference hall the Deputy Commis-
sioner, Darrang, Dilip Kumar Bora, |AS stressed the
importance of day in commemoration of the estab-
lishment of the Press Council of Indiain 1966 and
highly appreciated the role of media persons of the
district during pandemic. Speaking on the occasion
Gurujyoti Das, MLA, Mangaldai LAC said that the
present state government is committed for the all
round welfare of the media persons. Chief editor of
Saptahik Mangal Batari, Prasanta Kumar Barua and
former Journalist and retired Professor of Mangal dai
college Dr Nagendra Nath Sarma also spoke on the
occasion. Prasanta Kumar Barua, Dr Nagendra Nath
Sarma, senior Journalist Bhargab Kumar Das, Dr
Khagendra Kumar Nath, former Journalist and
present principal of Mangaldai college, Mukut Raj
Sarma, president, Mangaldai press club, Hemanta
Kumar Barua, Prominent Journalist, and pradip
Ghosh, Journalist were offered felicitation in the
function as part of the celebration of the National
Press Day. Amrit Bhuyan, Superintendent of Police,
Darrang, Pankaj Kumar Deka, Additional Deputy
Commissioner,Darrang Kumar Surjit Bora, Additional
Deputy Commissioner,Darrang and Assistant com-
missioner Monika Burhagohai were also attended in
the function. Earlier Manimala Gogoi, District Infor-
mation and Public Relations Officer, Darrang ex-
plained the objective of the programme.

Nazira pressclubin assouanon with the civil adminis-
tration of Nazra organised the 52nd press day at Nazira
Press Club on last 16th November . Somar Jyoti Mahanta,
principal of sivasagar Commerce College present in the
function as a guest of honour and he delivered his lectures
focusing on the importance of National press day. In addi-
tion to this an “ Antaranga Alap” namely- “ Aeaitu jivon”
was also held where D.C. of sivasagar Lakshminandan
Gogoi, SD O ( C) of Nazira Lakshmi Dutta were also
present alongwith other dignitaries .

Guwahati, Nov 17: Industrid and Civil
Infrastructure of Assam has propelling
effect on Economic development of
AtmaNirbhar Bharat, expertsopinedina
Wehinar organised by PressInformation
Bureau, Guwahati on the topic 'Indus-
trial and Civil Infrastructure - Dams,
Hydel and Eco-friendly Power Projects-
Potentid Driversand Enginesof Growth
and Development' here today. Experts
from Industry fraternity including
organisations of Ministry of Power,
Water Resources, Sted, Cod, Cement
and Hydd Energy and dlied sectora
Industries dong with academicians de-
liberated and discussed about the mar-
ket potential and its awareness from
socio-economic, academic and policy

perspective. Talking about Central Gov-  tive has tremendous potentia for direct
ernment initiatives and its efficacy for  employment opportunities of youth. He
publicawvareness, Dr PK Mukhopadhyay, — sadinthat endeavour, Dams, GreenBuild-
Member Secretary, DVCHQ,Kdkatasaid  ingsand Congtructionsand environment
that Energy Sector, Communicationand  friendly Technologies have added to the
Trangport Sectorsbeit waterways high-  efficacy of planning, congruction, stor-
waysandralwaysareexperiencingahuge  ageof water and utilisation of hydropower

paradigm shift leading to socid and eco-
nomic development of North East India
asaregion. Hesaidthat Damsinaregion
play apivota roleineco-friendly growth,
water and energy development. He fur-
ther said that additiondly, it hasan effect
on the food and socio-economic devel-
opment of aregion. Shri Shibasis Basy,
ED(MaeidsManagament), SAIL-11ISCO
Sed Rant, Burnpur, PaschimBardhamaen
sad that power and energy sector initia-

sector. ShriSatyabrataBanerjee, Chief En-
gineer Civil andHoD, DV C, Mathonthat
Initiatives of 'Ease of Doing Business,
‘Makein Indid, 'Startup Indiaand Stand
UpIndid arebringingaparadigmchange
inthetertiary and dlied sectors. Hesaid
that optima utilisation of hydro poten-
tid, withmany riversand water resources,
hasthe potentid for socio-economic de-
velopment of Small and Medium Enter-
prises and industries of aregion.

A FeETEE ALLAHABAD

ZONAL OFFICE, DIBRUGARH

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS FOR ENGAGEMENT OF
AGENCY FOR DOING ELECTRICAL SAFETY
AUDIT & ENERGY AUDIT OF BANK’S BRANCHES/
OFFICE/PREMISES IN DIBRUGARH ZONE
INDIAN BANK invites tenders in two bid systems (Technical Bid
and Financial Bid separately) from eligible Bidders for engagement
of agency for doing electrical safety audit & energy audit of bank’s
branches/office/premises in Dibrugarh Zone on behalf of the
Zonal Manager, Indian Bank, Zonal Office, Dibrugarh at the
address given below.
Zonal Manager, Indian Bank, Zonal Office, T.R.Phukan Road,
Chiring Chapari, Dibrugarh, Assam-786001.
TIME SCHEDULE OF THE TENDER PROCESS:
1. Date/ Time of Commencement of Tender Process: 18.11.2020,
10:00 am
2. Date / Time for written queries for clarification from Tenderers:
21.11.2020, 12:00 pm
3. Last date and Time for submission of Tender including
Technical and Financial Bids and EMD (“Tender Due Date”):
27.11.2020, 12:00 pm
4. Date/ Time for opening of the Technical Bid: 27.11.2020, 3:00 pm
5. Date / Time for opening of Financial Bids: Date and time for
opening of Financial Bids shall be advised separately after
evaluation of Technical Bids.
The Bank reserves the right to cancel any or all tenders and
stop the process at any point of time without assigning any
reason or notice whatsoever. For further details please visit Bank
website - www.indianbank.in.

Date: 18.11.2020 Zonal Manager
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Grassroot candidates
and politicsof Bihar

Election officialsrejected the nominations of many first-time
candidates, including those from activist backgrounds or from
marginalised communities. Activists told me these rejections
were based on very flimsy grounds, and that electoral officers
were hostile to grassroot candidates but helpful to those from
partiesthat have been in power. On 26 October, two days before
the state went to polls, many first-time candidates | approached
told me they had lost hope in the credibility of the election
process. The ruling Bharatiya Janata Party and Janata Dal
(United), as well as the opposition Rashtriya Janata Dal and
Congress, have all previously promised and failed to address
unemployment, rural distress. They have alsofailed to properly
implement welfare schemes. Asaresult, several grassroot |ead-
ers, many from activist backgrounds, hoped to contest the elec-
tion. Many stood as independents, and some had the backing
of two newly established political parties, the New Bharat Mis-
sion and the PluralsParty. The NBM isagrassroot party founded
by Ashok Priyadarshi and Pankaj, both land-reform activists.
Two of the party's ten nominees, including Priyadarshi, were
rejected over small errors that election help desks could have
corrected and rectified themselves. An Election Commission
guidelinetitled, "Checklist for Returning Officers," availableon
their website says that returning officers need "to be liberal in
overlooking minor technical or clerical errors." The Plurals Party
was founded this year and fielded several candidates who are
local activistsfrom marginalised communities. The Plurals Party
has the largest number of rejected nominationsin this election.
"Ontheflimsiest grounds, € ection officersacross Bihar rejected
the nomination of 38 candidates from the total 184 candidates
wefielded," Anupam Suman, the party's general secretary, told
me. Among the Plurals candidates whose nominations were re-
jected are Manikant Yadav and Sushma Hembram.Yadav is an
activist who had previously served asthe headman of Bahraich
panchayat in northern Bihar. The Plurals Party had given Yadav
aticket for the Haya Ghat constituency. "The returning officer
had told me aday before the nomination deadline that my nomi-
nation form and affidavitswere perfectly filled," Yadav told me.
"However, on 21 October, the deadline, even before my nomina-
tion regjection order wasissued to me, | wastold my nomination
rejection isfinalised because one column was not properly filled.
My nomination rejection was clearly unfair." When | contacted
VN Chaudhry, the Haya Ghat returning officer, to ask about
Yadav's nomination rejection, hesaid, "Don't seek any clarifica
tionfrom me. Seek clarification from ECI."Hembram, an Adivasi
activist who used to run self-help groups among her commu-
nity, got the Plurals Party ticket to stand from the Katoria con-
stituency, which is reserved for Scheduled Tribes. Suman told
me that Ranjan K Chaudhry, the Katoria returning officer, had
given Hembram a checklist of bank account details she had to
file. "She produced the details on time before her nomination
deadline, 11 am on 9 October," Suman said. "But she was made
to queue up to enter the office and they rejected her nomination
saying she missed her deadline by entering the office at 11.01
am." Suman said that the party was being selectively targeted.
Chaudhry did not respond to multiple calls."Our spirits have
not broken yet only because we trust the public to support us,"
Suman told me. "The loss of candidates can't be overcome but
such things are bound to happen when an evil design created
by the nexus between election officers and big parties domi-
nates the election process." Suman told me that the party had
challenged the rejection of Yadav's nomination with the Elec-
tion Commission.Ashok Priyadarshi, one of thefounders of the
NBM, is an activist who has been fighting for land redistribu-
tionin Bihar's Gayadistrict since the early 1970sin the heyday
of the JP movement. The JP movement was aleft-wing move-
ment in Bihar in the 1970s, initiated by the political activist
Jayaprakash Narayan, which fought against feudal landlords
and corruption by leaders of the Congress. "In 1995, while we
were lacking a leadership in our fight for land rights in Gaya,
Priyadarshi's guidance gave us the leadership we needed and
strength to continue our fight," MK Nirala, arura activist from
Dobhi villagein Gaya, told me. " Along with many other villages
he settled in Gaya district, he settled two villages in Dobhi-
Vahini Nagar and L oknayak Jaiprakash Nagar. Thiswas a his-
toric move." During his several decade-long fight for land re-
formin Bihar, Priyadarshi has constantly butted headswith con-
secutive governments of both the JD(U) and the RID, aswell as
the state's bureaucratic machinery.On 17 October, Shashi
Shekhar, the returning officer for Bankipur, rejected Priyadarshi's
nomination for the seat. "When Shashi Shekhar rejected
Priyadarshi's nomination mere hours before the deadline, we
sought clarification from him," Manoj Kumar, Priyadarshi‘slaw-
yer who had accompanied him for hisnomination, told me. "We
were told in acolumn in Form 26"-an additional affidavit that
must be filed with the nomination form-"in which hewas asked
whether he is using a government residence, he failed to pro-
vide answer for each of the three sub-questions."Kumar told me
that Priyadarshi said he had answered the question by writing
'‘Not Applicable,' for a sub-question about the payment of rent,
electricity, and water billsin agovernment residence, which he
had never stayedin. Priyadarshi had ticked acheckbox that read
'No."' "Thereturning officer'sreply to Priyadarshi's answer was
bizarre," Kumar said. "The officer said Priyadarshi should have
provided separate answers to the question on rent, water and
electricity though only one question was asked. Why didn't they
specify anywhere in the form that it had to be answered as three
separate answers when the space left under it would accommo-
date only oneword?' Kumar continued, "Help desksarein place
to help nominees correct small errorsin the 20 page-long form,
when there are any mistakes. Why are the help desks not doing
their job?' He said that the rejection of Priyadarshi's nomination
wasahuge blow for the NBM, aparty with avery limited budget
andfidding candidatesfrom the weaker sectionsof society. Kumar
said that the NBM has challenged Priyadarshi'srejection in front
of theECI and HR Srinivasa, Bihar'schief dectord officer. Baijunath
K Singh, the deputy chief electoral officer of Bihar, confirmed that
help desks were mandatory and their roles are clearly assigned.
"It'sthe help desks duty to verify the candidate's filled form and
help with the required corrections before he or she finally sub-
mitstheformsfor scrutiny," he said. However, activists| spoke
to told me that across the nomination process for Bihar's polls,
help desks were either absent or failed to help nominees from
activist backgrounds.Asin Priyadarshi's case, several nominees
told me that local returning officers were often a major stum-
bling block in alowing them to contest in the election. Return-
ing officersare usually recruited from among the sub-divisional
officers or deputy collector for land reform of a state. Several
activists and lawyers | spoke to said that elections vested too
much power in the hands of bureaucrats.

For Arvind Kgriwal, governanceisa
Journeyfrom onegimmick toanother
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In July-August, asaCovid peak came
down, Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
started speaking of a 'Delhi model' for
fighting Covid. Thiswas ablatant lie at
so many levels, because Delhi had done
aterriblejob of managing the Covid cri-
sisin April-June. Whether it was short-
age of hospital beds, rules preventing
people from getting tested, alleged dis-
crepancy indeath figuresor fighting with
private labs and hospitals to shift re-
sponsibility - it wasamode for disaster.It
was the central government's interven-
tion that helped change things around.
None of this prevented Arvind Kejriwal
from going on and on about the 'Delhi
model', because propaganda and reality
don't haveto match.Since then, we have
had a second and now a third peak of
Covid. And each time, Arvind Kejriwal
has been found wanting in his efforts.
Evenwhen it isknown that another peak
islikely, aswasthiswinter, heisableto
do preciouslittle. Once again, the courts
are unhappy and Union Home Minister
Amit Shah is taking charge.Arvind
Kejriwal istelling usnot to panic, which
means the situation must be really bad.
Kejriwal'scomprehensivefailureat man-
aging Covidin Dehi hascalled hisbluff
on governance. Central to the problem
is Kegjriwal's worldview, which is noth-
ing but gimmickry. Back during thefirst
peak of Covid, the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP)'s answer to shortage of hospital
beds was an app that never worked. We

have now forgotten all about the
app.Then their answer was to distribute
oximeters so citizens could check their
oxygen levels. That hasn't prevented a
third peak either. However, the AAP
realised that testing oxygen levels is
good political campaigning. When an
AAPworker goesand checks someone's
oxygen levelswith an oximeter, the citi-
zenfeelslikethe AAP caresabout himor
her. So, the AAP has been doing its
oximeter gimmick acrossindia.Despiteall
this, Arvind Kejriwal saysthethird peak
will go away just like the previous two
peaks. Of course, what comes also goes.
He can say the same when the fourth
peak arrives. But can he explain why he
couldn't prevent athird peak? He blames
air pollution, which may
be scientifically correct,

SHIVAM VIJ

gimmick to mislead thecitizens of Delhi
into thinking he has the answers to the
air pollution problem. He has started
putting up smog towers, which is like
installing an RO to clean up the
Yamuna.Of course, engineer Kejriwal
would know that smog towerswould do
zilch to reduce air pollution. But crores
of taxpayers money must be spent just
so that the public sees the smog meters
and says'Kgriwal istrying'. The debate
will shift from whether Kegjriwal isdoing
anything to reduce pollution to whether
smog towers work. We might even be
asked to go into the technical details of
how a smog tower works. When you
can't convince them, confuse them.The
pandemic year has comprehensively
caled the AAP's bluff
on governance. The

but that brings us to another giant fail-
ure of the AAPRIT air pollution is so bad
that it is causing a third Covid peak in
Delhi, why not impose the odd-even ra-
tioning of cars? After al, the AAP had
captured international attention with the
odd-even scheme and has insisted it
helped reduce air pollution. So why not
doit now when Kejriwal himself admits
air pollution is causing a Covid peak?
Surely thisis the best time for the odd-
even scheme when people are dying of
both Covid and cancer caused by air
pollution?But odd-even is completely
forgotten because it was a comprehen-
sive policy failure. It did nothing to re-
duceair pallution. If it did, theAAPwould
be imposing odd-even from November
to January. Yet it succeeded as a gim-
mick: it caught everyone's attention, it
forced everyone to understand what
Kejriwal is doing in a way that people
won't notice whether a polluting indus-
trial plant has been shut down or not. This
time Kgjriwal has come up with a new

sorry state of affairsin Delhi government
hospitals doesn't allow them to brag
about running a few OPD clinics. As
schools remain closed, they can no
longer brag about re-painting school
walls. Theannual gimmick of showing a
high pass percentage in government
schoolsby disallowing likely-to-fail stu-
dentsfrom taking examswill havetowait
until March-April.Arvind Kejriwal won
are-election by giving freeelectricity but
that won't help him win again and again.
Delhi is bursting at the seams, choking
and panicking. At such atime, Kejriwal's
pipe dream of national expansion needs
more than just governance gimmicks. It
needspolitical gimmicks.Asanideology-
freepopulist, Kejriwal triesto follow pub-
lic mood. So, if public mood is against
corruption, he'll put up a movement
against corruption. If the people no
longer care about corruption, Kejriwal
will forget about it too.Question is, what
is the public mood today? Kejriwal has
decided the public mood today isHindu

nationalism. So he's decided to make a
Rightward shift. We now have him and
hisentire Cabinet performagrand Diwali
Puja ceremony in Delhi's famous
Akshardham Temple, against the popu-
lar tradition of 'ghar wali Diwali'. The
AAP hopesthat liberal criticswill decry
thisas'communal’, making the AAPlook
centre-Right, which isthe positioning it
wants. If next year Kegjriwal thinks the
public mood is'secular’, hewill start vis-
iting Sufi shrines.This is an incorrect
reading of public mood, and evenif itis
not, it ispoor strategy. Except for Delhi,
where the BJP does not have good local
leaders, nowherein Indiawill Hindutva-
minded voters dump the BJPto votefor
the AAP just because Arvind Kejriwal
is screaming 'Main bhi Hindu hoon' (I
am also Hindu). He will, however, lose
the Muslim vote in the process. The
Rajiv Gandhi mistake, just repeated by
Kamal Nath in Madhya
Pradesh.Hindutva succeeds in
polarisation only becauseitisanti-Mus-
lim. Evenif Kejriwal becomesactively
anti-Muslim (rather than just passively
looking the other way in the Delhi riots
or allowing the persecution of an Umar
Khalid), the Hindutvavoter hasno need
to vote for a poor imitation of the
BJPThat still leaves us with the ques-
tion, what do people want that a party
like the AAP could give them? People
want solutions to their economic prob-
lems. They want the economy to get
going again. They want jobs, good edu-
cation and health, and hope for a better
future. The AAP can see that its gover-
nance-by-gimmicks trick is unable to
give people hope for amore prosperous
future. TheresultisArvind Kejriwal be-
coming a baba. We'll have to endure a
|ot more bhajan-kirtan. Someonegift him
asaffron stole, please.

Nitish Kumar is defanged but BJP
shouldn't start celebrating yet

If you passed by Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya Marg in New Delhi last
Wednesday evening, you would
think Indiahad discovered Covid-19
cure or the Chinese Peopl€'s Libera-
tion Army, deployed in eastern
Ladakh, had surrendered. Such were
the frenzied celebrations at the
Bharatiya Janata Party
headquarters.As it was, the party
was celebrating its victory in the
Bihar assembly election. Theentire
BJPtop brass, including Prime
Minister NarendraModi and Union
Home Minister Amit Shah, among
others, was there. BJP president J.P.
Nadda came standing in an open
jeep, waving at the crowds. He was
finally out of Amit Shah's shadow. He
reversed the party's losing streak in
assembly elections under his prede-
cessor. Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh credited Shah's successor for
bringing "new energy" in the
organisation.The scale of celebra-
tions of an assembly election victory,
with an ally - Janata Dal (United)
president Nitish Kumar - occupying
the chief minister's chair, however,
left many wondering. Was it because
it came as apublic vindication of the
Centre's Covid-19 management and
thumbs-up to its handling of the
economy and national security?
Probably not, because these were not
theissuesin this Bihar election. If
economic distress was an issue at all,
guestions were targeted at Nitish
Kumar. So, wasit the celebration of
PM Modi's continuing popularity?
But that was never in doubt, not
even in states where the BJP lost
elections.The ostensible reason for
the frenzy at the BJP headquarters
was the party's performance - 74
seats, with 19.46 per cent of the votes.
But, in 2010, the last time the BJP and
Kumar's JD(U) had contested together
in an assembly election, the BJP had
won 91 seats, with 16.49 per cent
votes. So, the number of seatsin the
new assembly doesn't really explain
the ecstatic response at the BJP
headquarters. In fact, the Rashtriya
JanataDal (RJD) tripped the BJPto
emerge as the single largest party in
the assembly (with 75 seats). The
three percentage point increase in the
vote share between 2010 and 2020
could also not be the reason for it.In
the 2015 assembly election, the BJP
had secured 24.4 per cent votes, the
largest vote share among all
parties.So, what could explain
Wednesday's jubilations? Of course,
thevictory in Bihar came after the
Delhi poll drubbing and provided the
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much-needed moral e booster and the
momentum for the BJP ahead of
crucial assembly elections in West
Bengal and Assam four-five months
later. The real reason that BJP leaders
wereall excited but wouldn't talk
about it was the fact that they finally
got the better of Nitish Kumar and
are now inthedriving seat in Bihar.
The BJP can look forward to estab-
lishing its supremacy
inBihar, with or

D.K. SINGH
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NDA government in Bihar, despite
their different political and ideologi-
cal affiliations. BJP high command's
Deputy CM choice would indicate
whether the saffron party intends to
tighten the noose around the CM's
neck right from Day one or bideits
time. Indications are that the BJP
intends to keep Kumar under leash
right from Day One.Nitish Kumar isa
tough nut to crack
though. As long as he

without the JD(U).On Thursday, a
day after the celebrationsin the BJP
camp, Nitish Kumar came out to
interact with reportersin Patha and
clarified that hisremarks about 2020
having been his last election was
misinterpreted. Addressing arally in
Purnea on the last day of the Bihar
election campaign, Kumar had said,
"Thisismy last election. Ant bhala
to sab bhala (all iswell that ends
well)." On Thursday, he claimed he
makes this comment in his last
campaign speech in every election. A
week before that, an official press
release had | eft nothing to misinter-
pret, saying how the CM had
announced 'sanyas’ (retirement).The
BJPis set to have more ministersin
Kumar's new Council of Ministers
and isalso likely to demand more say
in governance. But one needs to
watch out if the BJP insists on
having the assembly speaker's post.
That would give thefirst indication
of how the BJP plans to move ahead
in Bihar. With Nitish Kumar at 69,
many JD(U) legislators may not mind
shifting their allegiance to amore
promising and resourceful party and
the speaker would play acrucial role
in such cases.Another indicator
would be whether BJP's Sushil Kumar
Modi retains the deputy CM's post.
Kumar and Modi go back along way
- right to their participationin
students' movement in the 1970s -
and are known as Ram-L axman of the

isin power, he may not mind an
ambitious BJP doing afew tricks here
and there. But even BJP leaders must
know it isKumar who iskeeping all
the cards in his hand. If the push
comesto ashove, aredo of 2015is
always an option. The RJID may be
guarded against Kumar, but the
Congress and its allies are capable of
inflicting self-injuriesjust to hurt the
BJP.BJPleadersknow it and Nitish
Kumar must love this situation - the
bread that's buttered on both sides.
Kumar, a Socialist who swears by
Lohia, is known to have strong
ideological convictions, exceptin
matters of power. If thereisany threat
to hischair, Kumar can always
remember and invoke hisideological
moorings to seek and justify support
from other quarters. The BJPmay,
therefore, not bein ahurry to makeits
next big movein Bihar - not until the
next Uttar Pradesh assembly election,
at least.All major politiciansin Bihar
could claim victory in this election -
RJD's Tejashwi Yadav for establish-
ing himself as adoughty politician
who is here to stay; Lok Janshakti
Party (LJP)'s Chirag Paswan for
damaging Nitish Kumar; the CM for
getting another term in office; and
BJP leadersfor undermining Kumar
and still sharing power with him.
Small players such as Jitan Ram
Majhi (Hindustani Awam M orcha)
and Mukesh Sahani (Vikassheel
Insaan Party) have become

kingmakers, winning four seats each.
Either of them pulling out could
reduce the Nitish Kumar-led NDA
government to aminority. The
coming months and years are,
therefore, likely to witness unending
power-tussle, ego battles, and
brinkmanship in Bihar. These factors
will likely keep Nitish Kumar busy.
Given that he didn't show much
urgency in matters of governancein
his current termin office, few expect
him to do any better in what could be
hislast term in which survival will be
his key agenda.A senior state
government functionary who finds
Kumar "the sharpest among the
available lot" vented out his frustra-
tion and helplessness to me: "We are
back to the same rut. Distributing
freebies, decentralising corruption
and no plan or vision for any produc-
tive investment for long-term sus-
tainable development.... Buildings
banaate rahiye... thekedar khush,
party khush, engineer khush. Usme
padhai nahi hogi but that isimmate-
rial. Medical college me doctor nahi
honge.... doesn't matter... ITI,
polytechnic mein instructor nahi
hai... par building to har jagah ban
gayi na. Yahi is state ki niyati
hai....Hamari niyati khet mazdoor,
building site worker, taxi driver,
security guard, liftman paidakarna hai
(there are buildings without doctors,
engineers, instructors. The intent of
this state is to produce manual
labourers)."Well, he may sound too
pessimistic but he is probably going
by Nitish Kumar'strack record in the
past seven-eight years. Here are afew
pointers to his achievements as
reported by my colleague Remya
Nair:Datafrom the National Sample
Survey showed that Bihar's unem-
ployment raterosein 2018-19to0 10.2
per cent, as against 7.2 per cent the
previous year.Bihar had one of the
highest unemployment ratesin the
age-group of 15-29 years- 30.9 per
centin 2018-19, asagainst 22.8 per
cent the year ago.Care Ratings
estimated that the per capita GSDP of
Bihar was at Rs 46,664 in 2019-20,
only 35 per cent of the national
averageof Rs1,34,226.The Care
Ratings report also pointed out that
Bihar hasalow share of India's
factories- only 1.5 per cent asof 2017-
18.1f thiswas the state of economic
affairsin Bihar when Nitish Kumar
wasin full contral, it'stoo much to
expect aturnaround in Bihar's fortune
in the next five years, with aweakened
CM who must deal with many
frenemiesto survivethefull term.
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January 2021 JEE Mainscould be delayed
dueto Covid slltuatl on, but no plansto cance
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New Delhi, November 17 : The Joint
Entrance Exam (Mains) in January 2021
could be delayed if the Covid-19
situation across the country worsens,
ThePrint has learnt. Officials in the
National Testing Agency (NTA) said
they want to keep up with the schedule
and hold the examsin January, but are
not certain if that will be the case.No
official notification has been released
so far on the date of the JEE Mains
exam, and students have expressed
apprehension about whether it will be
postponed or cancelled. However,
sources in the NTA and the Ministry
of Educationtold ThePrint that though

{ theexamwill not
be cancelled, it
could be delayed
because of the
pandemic.JEE
(Mains), the
entranceexam for
engineering
colleges across
Indig, isheldtwice
ayesr - in January
and April.An
off|C|aJ in NTA, which conducts the
exam, said: "We want to conduct the
exam in January itself, but we cannot
guarantee at this point that we will be
abletodothat. It will all depend onthe
Covid-19 situation in the country."It
will also depend upon the board exam
schedule. If the board exams are
delayed because of the Covid situation
gettingworse, JEE Mainswill also have
to be delayed a little. There are
definitely no plans to cancel."A
ministry source who is privy to the
developments confirmed: "NTA is
working on the schedulefor JEE Mains
January date, and an announcement is

likely to be made soon. It is possible
that theexamisalittle delayed because
of the ongoing pandemic but there is
no plan to cancel the January exam as
of now."ThePrint emailed the Ministry
of Education for an official comment
onthisissue, but received no response
till the time of publication of this
report.For the January 2020 JEE Mains,
the application process had begun in
September 2019. However, this year,
sincetheApril exam was delayed until
September due to the pandemic,
engineering aspirants are getting
anxious about the next exam in
January.Atman Shah, an aspirant from
Gujarat, said: "Thereisno word from
NTA about JEE Mains January and
this has started to create panic among
students. We just want to know
whether the exam will be held or not
or if it will be delayed."Reema
Ahluwalia from Delhi added: "We
have been discussing in our coaching
groups and other circles whether the
January exam will take placethisyear
or not. No one seems to have any
official word on this."

BJP'ssocial engineering on display asNitish
takesoath asBihar CM with new NDA colleagues

Patna, November 17: JD(U) chief Nitish
Kumar was swornin asthe Bihar chief
minister for the seventh time Monday,
andunlikein hispreviousterms, hewas
flanked by new BJP faces at the
swearing-in ceremony.As many as 15
ministers, including the chief minister,
were sworn in Monday. They include
six fromthe JD(U), sevenfromthe BJP
and one each from the Hindustani Awam
Morcha and the Vikassheel Insaan
Party.Of the 15, only Tarkishore Prasad,
afour-timeMLA from Katihar, and Renu
Devi, afour-term MLA from Bettiah,
shared stage with Nitish, sparking
speculation that they are the
frontrunners for the deputy chief
ministerial posts.The BJP's ministers
had all the hallmarksof the party'ssocial
engineering. So far, there has been no
place in the state cabinet for veterans
such as Sushil Modi, Nand Kishore
Yadav and Prem Kumar.Instead, Prasad
and Devi are from the so-called
backward communities. Prasad is an
OBC and hasastrong RSS background.
Hewas picked from the RSSto replace
Jagabandhu Adhikari, after the latter
passed away, for the November 2005
elections. Since then, he has never lost
the Katihar seat, which isin the state's
Seemanchal region plagued by
polarisation of Hindus and
Muslims.Devi is of the Nonia caste,
which is classified as an extremely
backward caste (EBC) in Bihar. Sherose
from the Durga VVahini, women's wing
of the RSS-&ffiliated VHP, beforejoining
the BJP MahilaMorcha.Sheworked as
an insurance agent and was given a
ticket for thefirst timein 1995 but lost.
Shewonfor thefirg timein 2005, served
briefly as aminister in the then Nitish
government but was dropped. Shelater
became close to the central BJP

leadership and has served as the
national vice-president of the mahila
morcha.The two deputy CM
frontrunnersal so have another common
factor - both are considered proteges
of Sushil Kumar Modi, the deputy chief
minister in the previous government.”|
will take guidance from Sushil Modi to
perform and do my best to meet the
expectation of my central BJPleaders,”
Prasad told .Devi echoed similar views.
"Sushil Kumar Modi is like an elder
brother who taught me everything
about palitics. | will strive to meet the
expectation the central leadership has
from me," she told ThePrint insisting
that she enjoyed a close relationship
with Nitish Kumar as well.The BJP's
social engineering was on display on
the first day of swearing-in. Of its
seven ministers so far, only three are
upper caste. Two of the ministers are
OBC, one a Dalit and the other an
EBC.Therewere, however, no Musliim
ministers, from any of theparties. All 11
of theJD(U) Mudim candidates|ost the
elections while the BJP did not field
anybody from the community.In the
previousterm, the BJP had seven upper
caste representatives in the then 35-
member cabinet. So far, the only
survivor is Manga Pandey, who was
the health minister in the previous
government AmrendraPratap Singh, a

put who won at Ara and Jiwesh

Mishra, a Bhumihar who defeated the
former AMU president Maskoor
Usmani at Jalein Darbhangadistrict. The
party has also picked another Yadav
face instead of Nand Kishore Yadav,
Ram Surat Rai, atwo-time MLA from
Aurai in Muzaffarpur. It is being
speculated that Nand Kishore Yadav
will be the new speaker and the first
one from the BJP in the Bihar
assembly. The Dalit face in the cabinet
is Ram Prit Paswan who won from
Rajnagar Madhubani district. Both
Mishra and Paswan took their oath in
Maithili.BJP leaders, however, are
shocked by the omission of Prem Kumar
- and eight-term MLA and the EBC face
of theparty. Sourcessaid central leaders
are unhappy as Kumar's supporters
raised slogans calling for him to be
appointed the chief minister. The JD(U)
list shows the restraint that Nitish will
have to face in the new ministry. His
Man Friday from Nalanda, Shravan
Kumar, and close associate Sanjay Jha
were not on the first list.Other aides
such as former speaker Vijay Kumar
Choudhary and trusted warhorse
Bijender Prasad Yadav were, however,
swornin.Ashok Choudhary, theformer
Congress state president who switched
over to the ID(V), is the party's Dalit
faceinthecabinet. Little-known Sheela
Mandal was aso sworn in and so was
MewalL al Choudhary, aKushwahaand
former vice-chancellor of Bihar
Agricultural University in Sabour.
Choudhary had once faced corruption
chargesand had underground ashewas
expelled from the party. The cabinet is
al so made up of Mukesh Sahini, theVIP
chief who lost the pollsand islikely to
be made MLC from BJP quota, and
Santosh Manjhi, son of former CM and
president of HAM, Jitan Ram Manjhi.

BPCL getsmultlpleblds, but Modi govt set to
missRs2.1lakh croredisinvestment tar get

New Dehi, November 17: Thegovernment's
disinvestment process inched ahead
Monday, but is likely to fall substantially
short of theRs 2.1 1akh crorefull-year target
set in the Union Budget. The government
has received multipleinitial expressions of
interest for a strategic stake in oil major
Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited
(BPCL) from domestic and global bidders,
for which the deadline was Monday.The
same day, the government also kickstarted
the process of initiating an independent
actuarial valuation of the Life Insurance
Corporation of India, a necessary
prerequisite for it to be listed on the stock
exchanges. However, experts pointed out
that the processis likely to be long-drawn,

given the size of the insurer'sbooks, which
will effectively push the listing to the next
fiscal year. The Covid-19 pandemicimpacted
the government's attempt for strategic sale
of firmslikeAir India, BPCL and Container
Corporation of India. Lack of investor
interest due to the uncertainties caused by
the pandemic saw the government
extending the deadline for expressions of
interest for Air India and BPCL multiple
times. It also madethetermsfor anAir India
sale more attractive for investors. The
revised deadline for submission of bidsfor
Air India is 14 December.While the
government has conceded that it will be
unable to meet its Rs 2.1 lakh crore
disinvestment target, it islooking to get as

closeaspossible. Sofar, it has
collected dightly morethan Rs
6,100 crore through offer for
saleand initia public offerin
three PSUs, and another Rs
11,000 crorethroughthe Bharat
Bond exchange traded fund.
The government announced
Monday that it had received
multi ple expressionsof interest
from global and domestic
investorsfor BPCL.

Trump set to cut troops in Afghanistan,
lraqg to 2,500 each by 15 Jan
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dHe Changle help harvest melons planted by villagersin Dongain Village, Congjlang

County of southwest China's Guizhou Province

Burgtingfirecrackerson Diwali isn't the
problem. Makingit anational and moral issuels

New Delhi, November 17: Asl write
this, there is a continuous stream
of firecrackers outside the window
of my Bengaluru apartment:
relatively subduedin my immediate
vicinity compared to previous
years, but nevertheless quite
vigorous. It isjust aswell that the
Karnataka government under B.S.
Yediyurappa reversed its decision
to ban firecrackers - albeit
permitting only "green" ones -
because it is unlikely that people
would have refrained from
celebrating Diwali the usual way,
and the already overworked police
forcewould have the unhappy task
of enforcing a very unpopular
rule.There is little doubt that
firecrackers, green or otherwise,
add to atmospheric pollution. They
are also aknown fire hazard. They
terrify animals, and asadog owner,
| have an acute sense of what a
harrowing experienceit isfor them.
All of thisis true, but it does not
follow that a nationwide ban on
firecrackersis the answer. Indeed,
ablanket ban acrossIndiacould be
counterproductive in other ways,
because the unpopularity of the
policy energises socially
conservative and reactionary
politics, shrinking the envel ope of
freedom and rule-of-law.The
controversy over firecracker policy
highlights four bad policymaking
habits in India: nationalising,
judicialising, moralising, and
rushing policies.Over-
centralisation of political power in
the Union government, the
disproportionate influence of New
Delhi in public discourse and
pervasiveness of social media
turns almost every issue into a
national one. The capital's polluted
air is on the minds of media
persons, policymakers, politicians
and judges, which makesit easy for
them to be persuaded that banning
firecrackersisobviously necessary.
They easily missthefact that India
isavast country and there are many
areas where the air is not as
polluted, the space not as
populated and the preference for
firecrackers not as intense as the
national capital. They also missthe
fact that a lot of people are
dependent on the firecracker
industry, and their interests and
livelihoods are also legitimate
considerations. One-size-fits-all is
generally a bad idea for a diverse
and plural nation like India, and

especially soif the'onesize' isthat
of New Delhi.That iswhy it isjust
as well that state governments are
making these decisions. It would be
even better if they devolve these
decisions to municipalities and
panchayats.Even if the Narendra
Modi government is not involved
in nationalising this particular
issue, there is the National Green
Tribunal (NGT) and, consequently,

the Supreme Court. This also
judicialises the issue. Why is
judicialisation not a good thing?
Because it is blunt and hard to
reverse.Judges seldom take into
consideration the economic
consequences of their decisions,
and unlike politicians and civil
servants, they are not publicly
accountablefor them. It also creates
uncertainties, and grey areas feed
corruption and strengthen the
unscrupulous. The NGT declares
where firecrackers are permitted
and where not. The Supreme Court
has the final say. A few judges are
making decisionsthat thousands of
sarpanches, hundreds of mayors
and 32-odd chief ministers ought
to have made. Worse, elected
officials cannot exercise their own
policy judgement once the court
has given its verdict.The third bad
habit is the tendency to moralise
policy issues. Lighting firecrackers
isnot animmoral act, no morethan
driving acar or taking aflightis. It
is best to deal with pollution as a
practical issue. It is undesirable
because it has negative
consequences for air quality and
our living environment. Therole of
public policy would be to minimise
pollution. This is best done by
changing the incentives of
polluters, not passing moral
judgements on them. Yet in the
popular opposition to Diwali
firecrackers, | sense a growing

element of moralising, of judging
people who make, sell, and light
them.Converting adebate on policy
into one of morality turnsit into a
battle between right and wrong,
destroys the middle ground and
transforms its politics.The fourth
bad policy habit is the most
palpable one: abrupt, drastic
decisions that are effective
immediately. It is positively

undemocratic and unjust to
announce a ban on firecrackers a
few daysbefore Diwali. Thereisno

time for anyone to make
adjustments - manufacturers and
dealers are left staring at huge
losses and children who had been
looking forward to thefestival face
disappointment. We see this sort
of abrupt, nearly whimsical
decisions made by government
authorities more often than not,
and those who do not accept them
have to approach the courts,
thereby judicialising the matter. It
is entirely possible to make clear
decisions well in advance,
announce an adequate transition
time table and help those
adversely affected for no fault of
their own.What would a
reasonabl e firecracker policy ook
like? First, leave decisions to
states and local governments.
Second, announce atwo to three-
year timetable for the transition
to less polluting types of
firecrackers; with stateslike Tamil
Nadu that produce firecrackers
helping the industry make the
transition. Third, promote
moderation and responsible use of
firecrackers, using a mix of public
education, taxation and restrictions.
If we get rid of our bad policy
habits, it is possiblein most places
in India to both celebrate Diwali
with firecrackersand beresponsible
towards the environment.

LOOK OUT NOTICE
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Washington, November 17: Dondd Trump
isexpected toissueaformal order drawing
down U.S. troops in Afghanistan and Irag
to 2,500 in each country by Jan. 15, aU.S.
defenseofficia said, asthepresident works
todeliver onhislongtimepledgeto exit from
"endlesswars."U.S. Central Command has
received an informal warning order,
accordingtotheofficia. Theexpected order,
reported earlier Monday by CNN, would
reduce troops from about 4,500 in
Afghanistan and from about 3,000 in Irag
before Trump leaves office.Trump's
deadline would come five days before
President-elect Joe Biden takes office.
Pentagon officials didn't immediately
comment when asked about the drawdown.
But the planned drawdowns drew sharp
criticismfrom SenateMgjority Leader Mitch
McConnell. The Kentucky Republican,
usually a staunch Trump ally, said on the
Senate floor Monday that there's little
support in Congress for "simply walking

away" from the conflicts."The
consequences of a premature American
exit" from Afghanistan "would likely be
even worse than President Obama's
withdrawal from Irag back in 2011, which
fueled the rise of 1SIS and a new round of
globd terroriam,” McConndl said. "It would
be reminiscent of thehumiliating American
departure from Saigon in 1975." The move
comes after Trump fired Defense Secretary
Mark Esper and replaced other top officids
at the Pentagonwithloydistslast week. Esper
sent a classified memo to the White House
this month expressing concerns about
additional troop cuts, the Washington Post
has reported, citing two senior officias it
didn't identify. The reduced troop leve for
Afghanistan is consistent with public
statements last month by National Security
Adviser Robert O'Brien, dthough it stops
short of a tweet by Trump last month
expressing an expectation that U.S. troops
there would be homeby Christmas.

The above is the photograph of Pawan Kumar (26 Yrs) S/IO Late Meda
Ram of Vill- Manpura, PS.- Ragjgarh, District- Churu State: Rajasthan, has
been missing on 22/10/2020 at 11.20 PM from Rangia Railway Station.

The Descriptive Roll of the Missing men is as follows :

1. Name Pawan Kumar

2. Age 26 Years

3. Height 5 Feet 7inch

4. Complexion Swarthy

5. Wearing Black T-Shirt and Blue Jeans
6. Language Hindi

Please take all out efforts to trace out the missing girl and if and found
intimate this office (Kamrup PCR. 0361-2684402, E-mail-sp-
kamrup@assampolice.gov.in) at the earliest for taking follow up action from
this end. This refers to Rangia PS MMR No. 24/2020 Dated 01-11-2020

Sd/-
Superintendent of Police,
Kamrup :::: Amingaon

Janasanyog/D/7089/20




The Assam Rising

QWEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2020

BTC Elections 2020 Dates

with regard to the upcoming Bodoland Territorial Council electionsand declare
the election date by November 20.The Court gave the order after the hearing a
PIL filed onthe BTC election. The order was passed by adivision bench of the
Gauhati High Court comprising of Justice Manish Choudhury and Chief Jus-
tice (acting) N Kotiswar Singh.According to reports, the elections in the 40-
member Council shall be heldintwo phases. The BTC electionswereto beheld
on April 4 but were delayed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Governor’srule
wasimposed and is till in place.

Sonowal |naugurates Swahid

to all communities and ethnicities on board. He also said that though some
vested interest groups are conspiring to derail the rate of development, State
government however, remains committed to expedite the devel opment of the
state. He also said that in the last four years, government has taken several
stepsfor theinfrastructural devel opment of the state. Chief Minister Sonowal
also said that since independence though several governmentswerein power
inthe state, the devel opment of the areas on the north bank of the Brahmaputra
remained lopsided. However, the present BJP led Government at the state
moved by the ableleadership of Prime Minister NarendraModi and his Sabka
Saath, SabkaBikash and Sabka Viswas principletook severa stepsfor theall-
round development of all areas belonging to Barak, Brahmaputra, hills and
plains. Thanking his Media Advisor Hirhsikesh Goswami for show his keen
interest in the devel opment of Howly, Chief Minister Sonowal urged upon the
people of Howly to remain committed to transform Howly one of the top
ranking towns of the state. He also said that since Barpeta district is endowed
with the blessings of the Gurujona, he called upon the people of Barpetato
work unrelentingly to make the district more developed culturally, spiritually,
socially, economically and infrastructurally. Speaking on the occasion, Minis-
ter of State (i/c) Naba Kumar Doley gave brief snapshot of all the stepsthat the
State government has taken to enrich the art and culture of all groups of
people of Assam. He also stated about different awards and cultural centres
that State government is instituting in the name of great personalities of the
state. While speaking on the occasion, Chief Minister's Media Advisor
Hrishikesh Goswami expressed his gratitude to Chief Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal for taking initiatives for the all-round devel opment of Howly. He at
the same time urged upon the people not to pay any heed to the false propa
ganda being circulated by some vested interest groups against the govern-
ment. He said that to safeguard the interests of the indigenous people of the
state, the present State government took several steps. He, therefore, thanked
Chief Minister Sonowal, Cultura AffairsMinister NabaKumar Doley and Chair-
man ATDC Jayanta Malla Baruah for Chandi Barua Bhawan, Swahid Bedi,
Gateway to Howly town etc. Chairman ATDC JayantaMallaBaruah, Deputy
Commissioner Barpeta Munindra Sharma also spoke on the occasion. MLA
GunindraDas, Director Cultural Affairs Department Bishnu KmalaBora, Man-
aging Director ATDC DebaKumar Mishra, Vice Chairperson ATDC Nabadeep
Kalita, eminent scul ptor Biren Sinhaand ahost of other dignitarieswere present
ontheoccasion. Later at adifferent programme, Chief Minister Sonowal laid
the foundation stone to mark the beginning of the construction work of Jania
Satrato be built with financial outlay of Rs. 50 lakh. At the same programme
Sonowal aso released ‘Na-Ghosa' composed by Sri Sri Purushuttam Thakur
and edited by executive editor AsomiyaKhabar Biswajit Das. Speaking onthe
occasion, Chief Minister gave a brief snapshot of al the steps that govern-
ment of Assam has taken for the preservation of satra, devalaya, namghars,
temples etc. In this context, Sonowa mentioned about the one time grant
given to eight thousand namghars in the state. Conducted by the executive
editor of Asomiya Khabar Biswgjit Das, the programme was attended by the
Minister of State (i/c) Cultural Affairs Naba Kumar Doley, Chief Minister’s
MediaAdvisor Hrishikesh Goswami, Chairman ATDC JayantaMallaBaruah,
Deputy Commissioner Barpeta Munindra Sharma, Vice Chairperson ATDC
Nabadeep Kalita, social worker Shankar Das and ahost of other dignitaries.

| ndefinite economic blockade

Bey, President, KSA.. “ Several political partieshad comeand goneto power in
KAAC, but they failed to address the permanent solution of Karbi Anglong.
They have done only for their electoral gain. But if the KAAC dareto protect
theland of Karbi Anglong, then they should find the way to protect from the
hands of encroachersin manner of permanent solution,” said Bijoy Bey, Presi-
dent, KSA. On assurance given by Karbi Anglong Deputy Commissioner, the
indefinite road blockage is suspended temporarily. He has assured usto con-
vey a meeting tomorrow by 2 PM at Diphu in this regard. However, it will
resume the protest if the Nagaland Govt. doesn’t fulfill their assurance, in-
formed KSA President Bijoy Bey to reporters. The organization which sup-
ported the economic blockage with KSA (Inglongpho) were KSA(Lumding
Road), Karbi Students& Youth Council (KSY C), United Karbi Youth Associa-
tion (UKYA), Karbi Anglong Women Justice Forum (KAWJF), Karbi Unem-
ployed Youth Association (KUYA), Hills Progressive Youth Association
(HPYA), United Karbi Anglong Women Association (UKAWA), Karbi Stu-
dents for Justice (KSJ), Karbi FarmersAssociation (KFA), Ex-UPDSWelfare
Society (Ex-UPDSWS), Asom Jatiyatabadi Yuba ChatraParishad (AJY CP), All
Adivas StudentsAssociation of Assam (AASAA), All Dimasa Students Union
(ADSU) and Assam Tea Tribe Students' Association (ATTSA).

Hold countries that support terror

werelikethe* black sheep of thefamily” and theworld cannot afford any compla
cency in dealing with problems such as terrorism and the Covid-19
pandemic.Noting that important geo-strategi ¢ changesweretaking placearound
theworld, Modi said thesewould impact security, stability and growth, and Brics
will play animportant rolein tackling theseissues. Multilateralismisgoing through
a crisis and questions are being raised about ingtitutions since they haven't
changed with time and are operating with outdated mindsets, he said. Besides
the UN Security Council, reforms are needed in the WTO, IMF and WHO, he
added. TheBricscountries, with 42% of theglobal population, will play akey role
in post-Covid-19 economic recovery and thereisalot of scopetoincreasemutual
trade, Modi said. India sAtmanirbhar Bharat initiative, which aimsto makethe
country self-reliant and resilient, can be aforce multiplier for the post-Covid-19
economy and make contributions to global supply chains, he added.Pointing to
the cdl by India and South Africafor waiver of intellectua property rights for
Covid-19 vaccines, he sought support from the other members of Bricsfor this
initiative. Thiswasthe second timein aweek that Modi and President Xi Jinping
wereonthesamevirtua platform sincethe India-Chinaborder standoff emerged
in the open in May. The theme for the Brics Summit is* Global stability, shared
security and innovative growth” and its agenda included intra-Brics coopera
tion, key globa issues such as reforming the multilateral system, measures to
mitigate theimpact of the pandemic, trade, health and energy.

SI Recruitment Exam On Nov

the examination was cancelled after fifteen minutes of its commencement due
to question paper leak.An investigation by the Crime Investigation Depart-
ment of Assam isunderway. Therecent S recruitment exam scam of Assam
Police has created an uproar in the state and in arecent devel opment, the CID
in its investigation has exposed how the question paper has been leaked by
Kumar Sanjit Krishna, the Karimganj SPwho hasbeen transferred as SP of Barpeta
FRRO immediately after he was summoned by CID. According to reports, the
question paper wasleaked on September 18 by opening thetrunk of Kumar Sanjit
Krishna. Krishnatook out a question paper from his trunk and handed over to
Rubul Hazarika, one of the partners of Akshay Telecommunication. Hazarikatook
aphoto of the question paper and forwarded to the broker through WhatsApp. The
entireteam of PK Dutta, Diban Dekaand the brokers conducted the examination
on September 19 with the question paper leaked by Sanjit Krishna before the
actual date commencement of the exam on September 20. The entire process of
question paper leakage was preplanned and the outcome has been given by
Rubul Hazarika, former DIG PK Dutta, Pranja Baruah, Saroj Sarma.

Bihar CM Nitish Kumar gets

Minister designates and BJPleaders Tarkishore Prasad and Renu Devi.JD(U) min-
igtersincluded BijendraPrasad Yadav, Ashok Choudhary, Vijay Kumar Chaudhary,
Mewal a Chaudhary and ShedlaKumari Manda.Other than the two Deputy CM
designates, the other BJP leaders who took oath as ministers on Monday were
Manga Pandey, AmarendraPratap Singh, Ramprit Paswan, Jibesh Kumar and Ram
Surat Rai.HAM MLC Santosh Kumar Suman and Mukesh Sahni, the founder of
VIP, also took oath as minigters along with Nitish Kumar.CM Nitish Kumar on
Tuesday dlocated portfoliostothenew minigters. Hereisthefull list: Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar - Home, Generd Adminigtration, Cabinet, Vigilance, electionand dl
other departments which are not distributed to any minister Tarkishore Prasad
Singh - Finance, Commercial taxes, Environment and forest, Information Technal-
ogy, Disaster Management, Urban Deve opment ,Renu Devi - Panchayati Rg), Back-
ward cagteupliftment and EBCwedfare, Indudtry ,Vijay Chaudhary - Rurd Enginesr-
ing Department, Rurd Development Department, Water Resources, Information
and Broadcadting, Parliamentary Affairs,BijendraYadav - Energy, Prohibition, Plan-
ning, Food and Consumer Affairs,Mewal a Choudhary - Education ,SheilaK umari
- Trangport ,Santos Manjhi - Minor Irrigation, SC/ST welfare ,Mukesh Sahni -
Animad Husbandry and Fishery ,Manga Pandey - Hedlth, Road and Art and culture
JAmrendra Singh - Agriculture, Cooperative, Ram Pregt Paswan - PHED , Jivesh
Kumar - Tourism, Labour, Mines,Ram Surat - Revenue, Law

Minister Dr. Himanta Biswa

thistimefrom the Pramod Boro-led UPPL and the BJP. Thoughthe BPFwithits 12
MLASs shares power with the BJP in the state government, there is no dliance
between these partiesfor the BPF e ection. Taking on BPF chief HagramaMahilary,
theBJPstar campaigner Dr. HimantaBiswa Sarmasaid, “ The BPF chief hasbeen
selling sour mangoesfor 15 yearsnow. How long does heintend to sell the same
thing? How long do you want to eat sour mangoes? It istime to taste the sweet
mangoes and pack him off. There has been misrule during their (BPF) 15 year
tenure and the people of BTC now deserve abetter political party that will imple-
ment all the state and central schemeswithout embezzling the public money.”

Construction Of 18-Km Long

crorefour-lane road bridge across river Brahmaputra from Dhubri to Phulbari
onNH 127 B,” theNationa Highways & Infrastructure Development Corpora-
tion (NHIDCL) officia said.The project is being financed by Japan Interna
tional Cooperation Agency (JCA).The proposed around 18 km bridge, which
is considered as strategic, will connect Assam and Meghalaya, reducing the
detouring road distance by about 203 km from Dhubri to Phulabari, whichlieonthe
either side of the Brahmaputra before it flowsinto Bangladesh. With increased
government emphasis on infrastructure development in border areas after the
escalation in tension with the country’s largest neighbour, sales of construc-
tion equipment to the Border Roads Organisation (BRO) hasincreased 50%in
the first half of the ongoing fiscal year.India has redoubled efforts, after the
latest tensions, to develop key infrastructure.The standoff along the border
with Chinathis year has had an unexpected spin-off for India's construction
equipment industry.With increased government emphasis on infrastructure
development in border areas after the escalation in tension with the country’s
largest neighbour, sales of construction equipment to the Border Roads
Organisation (BRO) has increased 50% in the first half of the ongoing fiscal
year.Overall sales of construction equipment in thelocal market declined 35%
in the six months ended September 30. Sales had fallen as much as 60% in the
first quarter, before recording a smart recovery in the following three months,
boosted by government spending on infrastructure projects.Indian Construc-
tion Equipment Manufacturers’ Association president Sandeep Singh confirmed
there had been an increase in government spending on the purchase of con-
struction equipment for infrastructure devel opment in border areas.” There has
certainly been an increase in road construction in border states the past few
months, leading to a rise in demand for construction equipment,” said
Singh.Singh — who is a'so the managing director at construction machinery
manufacturer Tata Hitachi — said his firm had supplied 94 excavators to the
BRO. Whiletheorder wasoriginaly placed last year, TataHitachi worked through
the lockdown to deliver the equipment ahead of deadline due to the increased
infrastructure development activities along the border.India has redoubled ef-
forts, after the latest tensions, to develop key infrastructure — roads, tunnels,
bridges and airfields — along the unsettled 3,500 km border with China. The
Centre had identified 73 “ strategic roads’ (totalling 3,812 km) along the China
border, 28 of which were made operational, 33 are under construction and the
work on remaining isininitial stages. The BRO has been entrusted with 61 of
theseroadstotalling 3,417.50 km.Defence minister Ragjnath Singh had told Par-
liament in September that the government has doubled the budget for infra-
structure development along the border with China.JCB India deputy chief
executive Deepak Shetty said: “We work very closely with the BRO. Even
during thelockdown, through our digital platform, we were ableto connect with
and support our customers working in remotest parts of the country ... While
we cannot share details on the exact quantum, orders this year have been
multipronged for backhoe loaders, excavator and wheeled loaders ... Thisgives
an indication that large projects are underway.” Overall, Shetty said, the
government’srenewed push oninfrastructure devel opment had made the com-
pany cautiously optimistic. “While we saw green shoots last quarter, we still
need to be cautious because of the pandemic. However, the measures that the
government hastaken to increase investmentsin infrastructure projects should
help sustain the momentum and return the industry on the growth path next
fiscal year.” Last quarter’srecovery in saleswasthefirst in four quarters. Even
astotal salesvolumesare set to decline by 8-10% to 65,000-70,000 unitsinthe
ongoing fiscal year, because of the impact in the first quarter, the growth mo-
mentum from the second quarter is expected to continue. In 2021-22, theindus-
try expectsto regain the peak sales of 95,000 units, registeredin FY 19.

KADCC urgeAssam Govt. tostep in on
Assam Nagaland Inter-State Bor der issue
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DIPHU, November 17 “ Karb| AngI ong D|str|ctCongreesCOmm|ttee(KADCC)
has submitted memorandum in favour to Chief Executive Member (CEM) of
Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council (KAAC) and Karbi Anglong Deputy Com-
missioner regarding the burning issue on Daldali Reserved Forest under Karbi
AnglonginAssam Nagaland I nter-State Border,” informed KADCC Vice Presi-
dent Raton Engti on an Press Conference at its own office on Tuesday. From the
day one after the formation of Study Team by KADCC, in order to take stock of
the ground report on the problem of encroachers inside the Daldali Reserved
Forest have apprised the Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council (KAAC) and
Assam Government to i nterveneinto the matter and find the permanent solution
to get freed from the hands of encroacher. The Study Team visited in the border-
ing areaof Nagaland inside Daldali Reserve Forest on 11-09-2020. During the
visitit wasfound that the massive act of encroachersin Daldal Reserved Forest
of Karbi Anglong, Assam and it is found to be a threat for the environment as
well as the wild life. The most dangerous and the part of the issue is that the
encroachersillegally claim the major areas of the Daldal reserved forest asthe
land of Nagaland, who dare to construct roads, buildings, boundary walls and
graveyardsinsidethereserved forest continuously. So, in order to savetheland
of Assam, KADCC urged upon theintervention and to take necessary action by
the Govt. of Assam as mentioned in the memorandum. In the Press Conference
WKADCC President Sarthe Kramsa, KADCC Vice President Ratul Teron and
KADCC Secretary Dr. Mongve Rongpi were al so attended.

NPS wins 3rd Prize for 'Best School'
1g Natlonal Water Awards 2019
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Guwahati, Nov 17 : NPS International School has received the 3rd Prize for Best
School Category for innovation in water conservation in the prestigious National
Water Awards 2019 held at VigyanBhawan, New Delhi, conducted by the Ministry
of Jal Shakti, Department of Water Resources, River Development & Ganga Rejuve-
nation, Government of India. The school will receive Rs 1 lakh, a Trophy and Cita-
tion from the Ministry of Jal Shakti, Government of Indiafor this amazing achieve-
ment. The National Awards were virtually held on 11th and 12th of November 2020.
The inaugural speech of the award ceremony was delivered by Honourable Vice
President of India, Mr. M. Venkaiah Naidu. Other dignitaries present in the cer-
emony were Mr Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Minister for Jal Shakti, Government of
India, Mr. Ratan Lal Kataria, Minister of State for Ministry of Jal Shakti, Govern-
ment of India, Mr. U.P. Singh, Secretary, Department of Water Resources, River
Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, Ministry of Jal Shakti, Government of India,
Mr. Rajeev Ranjan Mishra, Director General, National Mission for Clean Gangaand
Mr. Anil Joshi, Environmentalist (Padma Bhushan). NPS International School re-
ceived thisaward for innovative work donein the realm of water conservation in the
school. Assam isastate where we have amplerainfall but we still have drinking water
problem. To solve this ever rising problem we thought of coming up with a Ground
Water Recharge Plant in the school. Conservation of water isintegral to our society
and thus we developed a project of Ground Water Recharge Plant in the school
premises. Theinstallation of the ground water recharge plant in the school premises
is an example which can be replicated by other entities or institutions that are facing
water scarcity or are likely to face water scarcity in the near future. The tangible
benefits of our project are that we can make it as a project that can be showcased to
other schoolsin our vicinity and they can get inspired by the kind of work done by
our students. The whole concept is a brainchild of our Founder Director Mr. J.N.
Das, who has always yearned to set examplesfor othersto follow. Such projectsalso
enhances goodwill among the parents, who are now witnessing their wards in getting
involved with social projects like these which will help the children to become more
confident and independent when they pass out of school. We believe this project will
act as a motivator for many other schools in our city and state. Receiving the award
virtually, Mr. Das said, "I would like to thank the Jal Shakti Ministry for awarding the
3rd prize in the Best School category. This award is a very sweet gesture for our
students who have wholeheartedly worked for this project. We will continue to work
to encourage and motivate our students as they are our future water warriors." Two
other schools who got the award are Indira Gandhi Government High School
Katterikuppam, Puducherry, Tamil Nadu and SPS Government Senior Secondary School
(Boys) Gill, Ludhiana, Punjab. A total of 98 winners were selected in 17 different
categories - Best State, Best District, Best Aspirational District, Best Water Warrior,
Best Water Regulatory Authority, Best Water User Association, Best Panchayat, Best
NGO for Water Conservation, Best Research/ Innovation/ Adaptation of New Tech-
nology for Water Conservation, Best Education/ Mass Awareness efforts, Best Urban
Local Body, Best Newspaper, Best TV show for promoting Water Conservation, Best
School, Best Industry for Industrial Water Conservation, Best I nstitution/ RWA/ Reli-
gious Organisation for Successful Campus Usage and Best Industry for CSR Activity.

North Lakhimpur PressClub demands
proper inquiry of crimesagainst jour nalists
Panigaon, November 17: TheNorth Lakhimpur PressClub (NLPC)today
vehemently protested against the murder of Parag Bhuyan, the
Kakopather-based correspondent of Pratidin Time,and the brutal tor-
ture upon Milan Mahanta, the Mirza-based correspondent of Asomiya
Pratidinin aprotest meeting held in the club. Organised by the club, the
protest meeting unanimoudly accepted several important resolutions
on the both incidents. They are--(1) Demanding proper punishment to
theguilty personsby identifying them who arerelated to the mysterious
murder of Parag Bhuyan,(2) Giving examplry punishment to the crimi-
nalsrelated to the torturing incident of Milan Mahanta,(3) A memoran-
dum will be submitted to the Chief Minister through the Deputy Com-
missioner, demanding proper punishment of the criminals,(4) Abstain
from attending in al the Government programs and sending Govern-
ment news until the arrest of the criminals related to the torturing inci-
dent of Milan Mahanta, and,(5) The membersof North Lakhimpur Press
Club will wear black-badge on November 17 in order to protest against
thistorturing incident. Today's the protest meeting was chaired by the
NL PC executive president Kumud Baruah. The objectivewasexplained
by the NL PC secretary KarunaKrishnaNath.

Baljayant Jay Panda Appointed
BJP Assam In-Charge

Guwahati, November 17: Baijayant Jay Pandahasbeen appointed the
Assamin-chargeof BJPfor theupcoming dectionsinApril 2021.Panda,
amediamogul, waswith the Biju Janata Dal (BJD) and wastheright
hand man of Nabeen Patnaik before fell out and joined the BJP on
March 2019 as the nationa vice president and spokesperson for the
party. His political career isbelieved to beidentical to that of Assam
cabinet minister HimantaBiswa Sarma.Additionally, hewasamember
of parliament in the Rajya Sabhafor two termsfrom 2000 to 20009.

KARRI ANGLONGAUTONOMOUSCOUNCIL

No. KAAC/G-Esstt/P(A)/2019-20/423(Pt. [V)12(A)

The Written Examination for the post Forest Guard shall be held on 29/11/
2020 From 10.00AM to 1.00 PM at the flowing venues asindicated bel ow:

1. Govt. Boyes Higher Secondary School, Diphu
2. Govt. Girls Higher Secondary School, Diphu
3.D.A.V. Higher Sraindary School, Diphu

4. Rongbonghom Higher Secondary School. Diphu
5. Chandrasing Teron High School Diphu

6. Binapani Higher Secondary School. Diphu

In Mm connection, the application who have applied for the posts of Forest
Guard arerequested to collect their calling letter from the office of the Personnel (A)
Department. KAAC Diphuw.e.f. 18/11/2020 during the office hours.

Further, al the candidates who have applied for the post of Forest Guard ate
requested to report at the Examination centreat 9:30 AM sharp on the stipul ated date.

Memo No. KAAC/G-Esstt/P(A)/2019-20/423(Pt.IV)/12(A),

DEPARTMENT OF PERSONNEL (A)
KAAC :: SECRETARIAT

DIPHU 782460
Date. 17/11/2020

NOTICE

Sa/-
Joint Secretary
Personnel " A" Department.
Karbi Anglong AutonomousCouncil.
DIPHU

Dtd. 17/11/2020
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SportsMinigry
sanctionsRs10
lakh for ailing
hodkey Olympian
MPSngh's
treatment

New Delhi, November 17:
The Sports Ministry on
Monday disbursed Rs 10
lakh for the treatment of

hockey Olympian
Mohinder Pal Singh, who
is suffering from achronic
kidney ailment and is cur-
rently on dialysis.The
money, sanctioned under
the Pandit Deendayal
UpadhayaNational Welfare
Fund for Sportspersons,
was given to his wife
Shivjeet Singh.Speaking
about the decision to ex-
tend financial support to
Singh, Sports Minister
Kiren Rijiju said, "MP
Singh ji has contributed
richly to hockey both as a
player and a coach. His
physical conditionisamat-
ter of great concern for all
of us."Kidney treatment is
an expensivetreatment and
we wanted to extend as
much financial support as
we could."l have also spo-
ken to Mahesh Sharma ji,
who isthe Member of Par-
liament of Noidawhere MP
Singh ji lives and a letter
has al so been sent from his
officeto PM Relief Fund so
that the hospital bills can
be paid through the
fund."Recently, the Sports
Minister met Shivjeet Singh
and several other veteran
hockey players to assure
them of assistancefrom the
Ministry.MP Singh, who
also served as the coach of
the Indian hockey team,
was an outstanding player
who represented the coun-
try at various international
events, including the 1988
Summer Olympics.

Australia captain Tim Paine in
Isolation amld Adelaide Covid outbreak

London, November 17: TheAus
tralian cricket fraternity ispledging
to do everything possible to keep
playing as afresh coronavirus out-
bresk casts a shadow on the first
Test and forces Tim Paine and his
Tasmania teammates to self-
isolate.It follows newsthe national
team will perform abarefoot circle
ceremony before each series this
summer insupport of thegloba anti-
racism movement and to recognise
the country's Indigenous people.A
cluster of Covid-19 cases in
Adelaide - the venue of the series-
opener between Australia and In-
dia - has prompted other states to
close their borders with South
Australia. The governments of
Western Australia, Tasmania and
the Northern Territory have an-
nounced border closures with
Queensland to impose a 14-day
hotel quarantineondl visitorsfrom
Adelaidefrom 11.59pm on Monday.
Victoria declared SA a hotspot but
opted against shutting the
border.Adelaide is scheduled to
host the series-opening Test from
17 December. The city is then due
to be a base for some Big Bash
League franchises for a block of
gamesgtarting on 28 December. The
Sheffield Shield hub in Adelaide
wrapped up last Wednesday but
domestic playershavestill been af-
fected by the SA outbresk. Paine

Ray Clemence former

and Tasmaniateammeates have been
told to self-isolate at home, as per
that state's current health advisory
for travellers who have returned
from SA since 9 November.Cricket
Australia is monitoring the situa
tion, while former Australia coach
and current Brisbane Heat boss
Darren Lehmann said cricketerswill
make every effort to keep the sum-
mer schedulerolling."All playersin
theAFL, theNRL, madeit work and
their staff and families did,"
Lehmann said on Monday. "So |
can't see that being different in
cricket, making it happen for the
good of the game." SA announced
the new Covid-19 cluster on Sun-
day, with the number of cases
quickly growing to 17 on
Monday."First and foremost, we
hope that they get to the bottom
of that in South Australiaand they
contain that realy well and then
we can move forward to the hubs,

Liverpool, Soursand England  Cijrcle"

goalkegper dies aged 72

London, November 17 : Former Liverpool, Tottenham and
England goalkeeper Ray Clemence hasdied at the age of 72,
the Football Association has announced. Clemence, who
won three European Cups and five First Division titles
during atrophy-laden spell at Anfield, was arguably one of
the greatest goalkeepers of his generation.At Tottenham,
whom he joined in 1981 aged 32 for afee of £300,000, he
won another Uefa Cup and FA Cup. Spursreleased a state-
ment revealing Clemence "passed away peacefully today
following along battle with illness aged 72, surrounded by
hisloving family." A family statement read: " After fighting
so hard, for such along time, he's now at peace and in no
more pain. The family would like to say a huge thank you
for all the love and support that he's received over the
years. Hewas loved so much by us all and he will never be
forgotten."An £18,000 signing for Liverpool from
Scunthorpe by Bill Shankly, Clemence was akey member of
the Liverpool team which dominated Europe between 1977
and 1981, and also picked up two Uefa Cups, an FA Cup

and the League Cup while at Anfield.

whatever that may look like,"

Lehmann said."You have just got
tobeflexible That'sthe2020 modd,
the way everyone hasbeen ableto
move quite quickly on the
hop."Like other sports, cricket
would be guided by advice from
hedlth officials, Lehmannsaid. "Fin-
gers crossed that is only a small
cluster and they get on top of that,
because the health and wellbeing
of people is paramount,” he
said."But the game itself, Cricket
Australia- theAFL did agreat job,
the NRL did agreat job - and I'm
sure CA will doareally good job of
managing through those pro-
cesses because it is a logistical
nightmare."We have just seen it
work in Adelaide with the Shield
so | can't see a problem with the
BBL happening as well." Mean-
while, fast bowler Pat Cummins
saysAustralia's players will stand
in acircle with bare feet ahead of
the one-day international series-
opener against Indiain Sydney on
27 November. It will bethefirst time
they have made the gesture."In
Australia, we think the most, |
guess, marginalised group is the
first nations people and the Indig-
enous peoples,” Cummins, vice-
captain of Australia's test and one-
day teams, saidinavideocdl."And
wethink thebarefoot circle'sagreat
way to celebrate them."Some

people might want to taketheknee,
some people might want to show it
in different ways and absolutely
we'reall for that. But we've kind of
come together as ateam and think
thisisthe best way we can demon-
Srateanti-racismaswell ascelebrat-
ing the Indigenous -culture
here."The Australian men are fol-
lowing the lead of the national
women's team who formed a bare-
foot circlewith New Zealand play-
ersin Brisbane ahead of thelimited
overs series in September.L ast
month, five Indigenousplayersand
eight team captains in the profes-
sional Women's Big Bash League
made the gesture to "connect to
country and acknowledge the tra-
ditional owners of the land", gov-
erning body Cricket Australia
said.Audtralian cricket hasgrappled
with how to support theanti-racism
movement since the country's one-
day teamwas publicly criticised by
former West Indies bowler Michael
Holding for not taking a knee dur-
ing the limited overs seriesin En-
gland in September.Cummins said
Australids players would aso try
to "do alot of work" learning the
country'shistory. "'You could prob-
ably put our hands up and say we
haven't done enough in the past
and we want to get better," he said.
"So this is one small thing we're
going to introduce this summer."

Australia Cricketers To Make " Barefoot

Anti-Racism Gesture In India Series

‘Nobody hasever donethat to
me': Kell Brook well beaten by
TerenceCrawford

Paris, November 17 : Terence Crawford
started slow and finished fast, stopping
Kell Brook with a barrage of punchesin
the fourth round Saturday night to retain
his welterweight title in Las Vegas.
Crawford remained unbeaten and kept his
place on the pound-for-pound best list
with an impressive stoppage of the Brit-
ish fighter, who fought well for three
rounds before succumbing to Crawford's
power.Crawford turned the fight around
with abig right hand that sent Brook into
the ropes and prompted the referee, Tony
Weeks, to give him an eight-count. When
the fight resumed, he landed half adozen
punches to the head before Weeks waved
the fight to a close at 1:14 of the fourth
round."Kell isatremendoustalent, | can't
take nothing away from him," Crawford
said. "But he lost to a better man
tonight."Brook said he thought he was
controlling the fight when he got hit with
the punch that sent him across the ring.
"Never in my career, nobody has ever
done that to me, not even in sparring,”
Brook said.Crawford, who scored his 28th
knockout in running his record to 37-0,
took histimein the opening roundsto fig-
ure out Brook, who used hisjab and speed
towin early rounds. After switching from
an orthodox stance to southpaw he be-
gan landing at a better pace before un-
leashing a right hook early in the fourth
round that sent Brook (39-3) staggering
acrossthering.The British challenger was
held upright by the ropes but when the
fight resumed, he was unable to defend
himself as Crawford landed a flurry of
punches before Weeks stopped the bout.
Fight statistics showed Crawford landing

36 of 111 punchesto 26
of 109 for Brook. It was
the eighth straight title
knockout for
Crawford.Crawford said
after the fight that he
wanted to fight Manny
Pacquiao next, a fight
that was in negotiation
before Crawford turned
to Brook instead. '
looking to secure a
V, “ Pacquiao fight," the
Nebraska fighter said. The promoter Bob
Arum said he has had negotiations to
match Crawford with Pacquiao, with apos-
sible fight in the spring in the Middle
East.Franco's eye swelled up from what
was ruled an accidental head butt in the
first round of the scheduled 12-round bout.
After theringside physician ruled Franco
couldn't go on at the end of second round
because his eye was shut, the fight was
called a no contest, meaning Franco re-
tains the belt.In London, Katie Taylor
cruised to a unanimous decision victory
over Spain'sMiriam Gutiérrez toremainthe
undisputed women's world lightweight
champion.The 34-year-old Irishwoman
headlined the card at Wembley Arenain
thelast of threewomen'sworldtitle bouts
and put in a stunning performance that
thoroughly deserved top billing.Gutiérrez,
who was fighting outside her homeland
Spainfor thefirst time, cameinto the con-
test with a13-0 record but wassimply out-
classed by theimpressive Taylor, with the
judges scoring the one-sided contest 100-
89, 100-90 and 99-91 in her favour as she
retained her WBA, IBF, WBC, WBO and
Ring magazinetitleswith ease." Yeah, very,
very satisfied," Taylor told Sky Sports. "I
thought it was a great performance and
she was very tough. | tried my best to get
her out of there at times. She's very du-
rable but | couldn't get her out. | would
have loved to get a stoppage today but it
wasagreat performance. | wasvery happy
today." There are no shortage of big fights
out there. It is all about the legacy and
making history in this sport and inspiring
the next generation but yeah, people still
haven't seen the best of me yet."

al A

Melbourn, November 17: TheAustralian
men's cricket team will form a "barefoot
circle" before the upcoming series against
Indiato demonstrate opposition to racism
and celebrate Aboriginal culture, vice-cap-
tain Pat Cummins said Monday. Cummins
said the decision came after discussions
within the team, which was criticised by
West Indies great Michael Holding for not
taking a knee during a tour of England in
September. The practice of gathering bare-
foot on the pitch before aserieswasintro-
duced by the Australian women'steam this
year at the urging of all-rounder Ashleigh
Gardner, who has Aborigina heritage.Pat
Cummins said the men'steam would intro-
duceit for the Indiatour, which gets under
way on November 27, and makeit aregular
pre-match ritual at the start of aseries."We
think it's really important to do our bit and
we've decided to do the barefoot circle,"
he told reportersin a conference call."Not
only asasport, but we as people are abso-

lutely against racism."| think we could prob-
ably put our hands up and say we haven't
done enough in the past and we want to
get better, so thisis one small thing we're
going tointroduce thissummer." The act of
placing a knee on the ground was made
famous by former American NFL quarter-
back Colin Kaepernick, whofirst didsoin
2016 to protest policebrutality against Black
people and other minorities.Cummins said
Australia's cricketers instead chose the
barefoot circle because of its nod to Ab-
origina culture."InAustralia, wethink the
most marginalised groupistheFirst Nations
people, theindigenous people," he said."We
think the barefoot circleisagreat way to cel-
ebratethem. Some peoplemight want totake
the knee and show it (support) in different
ways, were absolutely all for that." Australia
coach Justin Langer was stung by Holding's
criticism and said at the time that his team
wanted to send a "sustained and powerful”
message againgt racism.

RCB clarifiesafter
Virat Kohli getstrolled
for hisDiwali message

New Delhi, November 17 : After Virat Kohli's message
urging peopleto celebrate Diwali without crackersfaced
socia mediatrolling, IPL franchise Roya ChallengersBan-
galore (RCB) issued aclarification over the same stating
that visuals were used from archival footage of UAE's
Flag Day celebration on November 3.RCB also cleared
their stance on keeping the environment clean and
safe."Hope you are all enjoying a happy and peaceful
Diwali with family and friends. To clarify, the fireworks
shown in RCB's recent celebratory video was archival
footage of UAE's Flag Day celebrations. RCB continues
to work hard to protect the environment like we've over
the years," the tweet read.Hope you are al enjoying a
happy and peaceful Diwali with family and friends.?? To
clarify, the fireworks shown in RCB's recent celebratory
video was archival footage of UAE's Flag Day celebra-
tions. RCB continuesto work hard to protect the environ-
ment like we've over the years.Earlier, Kohli had given a
message to his fans and followers asking them to enjoy
the festival of lights with a diya and family."Please re-
member do not burst crackersto protect the environment
and have fun at home with your loved oneswith asimple
diya and sweets on this auspicious occasion,” Kohli had
said in this message.Gearing up for a gruelling tour of
Australia, the Indian team on Saturday began outdoor
training with a light session after the entire contingent
tested negative for COVID-19.The Test serieswill begin
with a Day-Night game at Adelaide from December 17.
Skipper Virat Kohli will missthelast three matchesashe
will be on apaternity leave during that time.

Jos Buttler says openness
IS key to overcoming life
In the tour bubble

London, November 17 : Jos Buttler urged any teammates
struggling with bubble life this winter to speak up as the
England squad gathered for their overnight departure for
South Africaon Monday.A 25-day trip that comprisesthree
Twenty20s and three ODIs might not appear taxing on pa-
per but it is England's first away tour since the Covid-19
pandemic struck and begins awinter of up to four assign-
ments that will be spent solely in the confines of hotels
and cricket grounds."We won't get to fully enjoy South
Africa as we usually would but | think everyone has be-
comeaccustomed towhat it'sgoingto belike," said Buittler,
England'swhite-ball vice-captain, before the team's char-
ter flight to Cape Town."If you'refeeling under pressure or
not quite yourself, the key is to have the confidence to
open up and talk about it. We all go through it at different
stages, where you feel a bit homesick or claustrophobic
when you can't get out and about, like you'd usualy like
to. We just want to make sure everyone is aware of that
"Buttler isoneof 11 playersinthe 23-strong touring party
to have gone straight from a similarly restricted English
summer to therecent Indian Premier Leaguein the United
Arab Emirates. Hisfamily could at |east join for thelatter,
while the fact its hotels were not on site at the grounds
also helped create some distance."It's just the restrictions
on your freedom," said Buttler. "I certainly found it was
tougher to escape staying at hotels on the grounds in
England. They were high pressure matches and when
you'veput alotintothegame, it'sniceto get away." L ooking
out the window and still being on the ground makes it
tougher to have your differentials between the game and
your relaxation and recovery time. | found it easier in the
IPL staying at a hotel away from the ground. There was a
clear separation between the two which is great."While
arrangements for tripsto Sri Lanka, Pakistan and Indiain
the new year are yet to be formalised, this tour offers an
escape similar to that of the IPL.

'This is something I've had inside
of me for years

London, November 17 : Twenty
minutes into our interview,
Michael Holding startsto cry. He
isin the middle of a story about a
holiday he took with his mother
when he was a little boy. His
mother'sskinwasbrown, hisfather's
was black. Her family had objected
to that and cut her off when she
married. "Wewent on atrip to New
York and we were staying with one
of our aunts in Rochester We were
upstairsand she got up inthe morn-
ing and looked through the window
and she saw ablack girl and awhite
girl playing together in another back-
yard, having great fun, and she
pointed them out to me and she said:
'Look at that, we have hope.' That
was 50 years ago."Holding turns
away from the screen and puts his
fingerstothebridge of hisnose."I'm
sorry. I'm getting emotional think-
ing about it now." The 66-year-old
Holding says heis "avery private
person”, but he has laid himself
bare this year.In July, he opened
Sky's coverage of England's Test
series against West Indies with a

powerful monologue about the
Black LivesMatter movement. The
next day he broke down on Sky
News while talking about his own
experiences of racism. The clips
went viral. They reached an audi-
encewho had nointerest in cricket,
no ideawho he was.He hasbecome
a patron of the MCC Foundation,
but he is not realy interested in
talking about sport. His thoughts
are bigger than that. "I know
people keep on talking about
what'sgoing on in different games.
| don't concentrate too much on
that. | think more about society.
Becauseit's society that needsfix-
ing, not the individual sports. If
society never changes it doesn't
matter what sport does. All sport
can do is help show the way, it
can't solvethe problem." Thefoun-
dation is working to open up ac-
cess to the game in the UK, fund-
ing a network of 55 cricket hubs,
and around theworld, in South Af-
rica, Sri Lanka, and Nepal, whereit
has been building nets, training
coaches and providing kit to local

players.During &tA"
lockdown, when
cricket was sus-
pended, the foun-
dation was
repurposed while
the MCC went
into a partnership
with Westminster
council to fund a
project to feed
homeless and vulnerable residents
in the local community. Their
money paid for more than 27,000
meals."I've seen and heard of the
thingsthe M CC are doing, not talk-
ing about, but doing," Holding
says. "And I'm very happy to be
involved, because they're abso-
lutely brilliant. But thisis a much
bigger problem and it's not going
tobeasimplethingtofix."Holding
believesthe answer isin educating
people. Including the prime minis-
ter. "l heard Boris Johnson say you
can't edit history. Well history has
already been edited. What we need
istherea history, theentire history,
what we have is the edited history,

and it was edited to suit one
race."The MCC is confronting its
own past. This summer it removed
two portraits of its first honorary
secretary, Benjamin Aidlabie, who
owned slaves in Antigua and
Dominica."We have to start some-
where, but al thisis just scratch-
ing the surface. | don't want people
to sit back and think: 'OK, now this
is happening everything is fine.'
That's why | was so upset when
the players stopped taking a knee.
Because this has not ended
yet."Holdingisn't on social media,
and doesn't pay much attention to
the people who have pushed back
against the protests.
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Why Formula One star Lewis

Diego Maradona

leaves hospital 8 days

London, November 17 : Lewis
Hamilton equalled Michael
Schumacher's record of seven
titlesin FormulaOneto enter the
pantheon of greats on Sunday.
Hamilton matches up, and in
some cases, even exceeds
Schumacher intermsof achieve-
mentsonthetrack. Butif thereis
onearenawhereHamiltonhasno
competition, it isthework he has
doneintermsof political engage-
ment in a sport that has rarely
engaged with life outside of its
bubble of races, engineers, me-
chanics, machines and brand
building.Formula Oneis a sport
that has historically favoured
teamsand driverswith the deep-
est pockets. The economics of
the sport allow for only a select
few to enter it. Before he began
his dominance in the sport,
LewisHamilton'sidentity among
alarger public audience wasthat
of being thefirst ever black race
car driver in Formula One.
Hamilton, who camefrom apoor
British family and whose parents
had to truly struggle for his ca-
reer inracing to becomearedlity,
isthe biggest anomaly intheway
Formula One has aways been
run. It is therefore no surprise

Hamilton matters

that the man who has practically
no business being around the
sport, has been its biggest cam-
paigner for bringing about diver-
sity in the sport.Hamilton's call
for diversity over the years
hasn't just been about there be-
ing more race car drivers of dif-
ferent ethnicity. In an interview
once, Hamilton said, "Therere-
aly isthemost minimal diversity
withinthissport and | really want
to be a part of shifting that,
working in cooperation

with Formula One and

theFIA. | don't know

why there's not

enough university |
students, engineers,
mechanics and even
mediacoming through frommore
diverse backgrounds."The re-
sponse to his call for action was
perfunctory at best. FormulaOne
boss Corey Chase promised ;
to open up newer avenues

for drivers of colour to enter the
sport. But the overall message of
hiring people of colour was lost
among the noise. That was until
Hamiltonthisyear ramped up his
effortsto bring about changesin
F1 as the Black Lives Matters
movement grew.One of the most

recognisable sports stars in the
world andthe

greatest

driver in

the sport

(in terms

ibility in FormulaOne. And with
Mercedes not wanting to let go
of their prizedriver to other teams,
madethem moreready to gowith
the changes that the Brit was
wanting theteam toimplement. It
led to Mercedes racing in 2020
withanall-black livery instead of
their customary silver, inabid to
align themselves with the Black
Lives Matter movement. For a
team with cars painted silver and

2 black for decades and known as

wae
a

Black Lives Matter T-shirt and
took a knee - he also got other
driversto join - but also got his
German team, Mercedes, to join
the campaign. The success that
both Mercedes and Hamilton pro-
vided each other helped the Black
LivesMatter movement gainvis-

the'Silver Arrows, going all-
Black, including racing suits

and uniforms for the me-
chanics and engineers,

was a significant
step."We will not shy

away from our weak-

nesses in this area, nor

from the progress we

must till make; our livery is

our public pledge to take posi-
tiveaction. Weintend tofind and
attract the very best talents from
the broadest possible range of
backgrounds, and to create cred-
ible pathways for them to reach
our sport, in order to build astron-
ger and more diverse team in the
future," said Mercedes boss Toto
Wolff earlier intheyear, reiterat-
ing the team's backing of

Hamilton's political stand. Ashe
continued to wear BLM t-shirts,
helmetsand took akneeasasign
of protest, Mercedes continued
to back him.Despite his team
backing his stance on being vo-
cal about the Black Lives Mat-
tersmovement, theresponsefrom
F1's stakeholders was not as en-
thusiagtic. Hamilton criticised F1's
response to BLM by saying that
it was too rushed and that the
organisation was not looking to
make any actual, structural
change. "We've said things and
there's been statements released
and we've made gestures such as
kneeling but we've not changed
anything," Hamilton said accord-
ing to aBBC report. "Except for
perhaps some of our awareness."
This made clear when Hamilton
continued to wear BLM t-shirts
and talk about the movement
even after the season opener in
Austrig, though F1 gave the im-
pression that it was to be aone-
time perfunctory show of sup-
port. FormulaOne had allocated
time before the season opener for
drivers to show support for the
anti-racism movement but did not
do the same for the second and
third rounds.

after brain surgery

London, November 17 : Diego Maradonawasreleased
from aBuenosAireshospital on Wednesday, just over a
week after undergoing brain surgery, and will continue
his recovery in a private home.Footage broadcast by
local TV stations showed the former World Cup winner
leaving the Olivos clinic in an ambulance. Maradona's
doctor, Leopoldo Luque, told journaliststhat he had au-
thorized the release.Maradona's lawyer, Matias Morla,
said the 60-year-old Argentine will continue to receive
treatment for a cohol dependency. Heisexpected to stay
inahouse near hisolder daughters. The 1986 World Cup
champion last week had an emergency operation for a
subdural hematoma, which usan accumulation of blood
between amembraneand hisbrain.Maradona's personal
doctor, neurologist Leopoldo Luque, said Tuesday that
even small amounts of acohol consumption could have
negative effects in combination with the medication
Maradonaneedsfor hisrecovery.The former Boca Jun-
iors, Barcelonaand Napoli star has had addiction prob-
lems in the past.Morla said the surgery may have been
Maradona's "toughest moment.""It could have taken
his life," the lawyer said. "What he misses now is the
union of hisfamily, being surrounded by health profes-
sionals." Morla aso called on friends and relatives of

Daniil Medvedevy winswith
underarm srveat ATP Finals

Zverev again eight daysafter winning their
Paris Magters final."This was one of the
most (intense matches) | had in my career,"
Medvedev said.The top-ranked Djokovic
smothered Schwartzman after conceding an
early break and, despite no fansinside the
20,000-capacity O2 Arena, he gestured to
each section as if to say thanks."Why |
celebrated? Because that's my celebration

Uruguay'sLuisSuarezand Rodrigo
Munoztest pogtivefor virus

London, November 17: LuisSu&rezandgod-
keeper Rodrigo Mufioz have tested positive
for the coronavirus, the Uruguayan Football
Association said on Monday. They and na-
tiona teem staffer MatiasFardl, d soinfected,
will missUruguay'shomemeatch against Bra-
zil onTuesday in South AmericanWorld Cup
qudifying."All three mentioned arein good
hedlthy state and have aready implemented
the measures needed for the case," the Uru-

guayan FA said on socid mediaBesdesmiss-
ing Suérez and Mufioz, Uruguay is aready
without goalkeeper Martin Silva, defenders
Sebadtidn Coatesand Matias Vifia, midfielder
Federico Vaverde, and striker Maxi Gomez
for the match against Brazil. Vifiawas also
infected with COV1D-19.Suarez will missnot
only the Brazil game, but also Saturday's
Spanish league match between Atlético
Madrid and hisformer club Barcelona.

the former footballer to stop posting negative messages
about each other on social media, saying theinfighting
is affecting the Argentine great." The situation here is
clear: being at peace with the relatives," Morla said.
"They have to respect each other, coordinate the visits
among themselves because in this case Diego has to
recover. ... One has to give him peace and give him
unity." Maradonawasinitially admitted to another clinic
in LaPlatawith signs of depression, anemiaand dehy-
dration, before being moved to Olivos when the sub-
dural hematomawas discovered.Dr. Luque said an ac-
cident likely caused the subdural hematoma but that
Maradonadid not recall any falls or mishaps.Maradona
feltill Oct. 30 whilecoaching firg-divisonteam Gimnasa
y Esgrima. He had left before the end of the first half,
raising questions about his health.

and that's also my gratitude to the court 4
& London, November 17: Daniil Medvedev  and to this opportunity to be able to com- - =
pulled off an underarm serveasheoutlasted  pete,” the Serb said. "Even though there Women S Su pel’ L eagu e Q
Alexander Zverev and joined Novak was no crowd in the stands, | know that . . I . |
Djokovic asawinner at theATPFinason  therewasalot of peoplewatchingiton TV,
day two Monday.Medvedev prevailed 6-3,  so that was me sharing that emotion with Ta.l kl ng pOI ntSfr OI I I theW%‘(md S aCtI On
6-4, while Djokovic cruised past Finals them."Djokovic hasn't lost an opening ATP : )
debutant Diego Schwartzman 6-3,6-2inan  Findsmaich since 2007 against David Ferrer. L ondon, November 17: Following gameplan and stay patient, essen-
empty O2 Arena.Djokovic and Medvedev ~ He also has never lost to Schwartzman in on from last season’s success, the tially lookingto doto Chelseawhat
meet on Wednesday to secure the group  six matches."It felt likeapractice sessionin WSL used the men's international Manchester United did to his
lead.Medvedev led 4-3,30-30inthesecond  a way," Djokovic said of playing in the | Weekend to schedule three huge team.So Arsenal sat narrow and
set when he surprised Zverev withaquick  empty stadium. "This has been one of the | games, and were rewarded with a deep, working their arsesoff towin
underarm serve. It brought the Germanto  most exciting arenas to play for atennis | Scintillating set of high-level thrill- the 10-yard sprints to loose balls
the net and helost the point when hisback-  player. Theatmospherewas awayselectric ers. In the UK, 250,000 people before springing into attack - usu-
hand block volley flew long."My wideserve  and the crowd was always loud and really watched the Manchester derby, aly fromaturnover, with Jll Roord
wasnot working aswell asl wouldlikeand  into matches."He has won the dlite, sea- and I'm excited to see the figures andKim Littlesuffocating Chelsea
he was returning good,” Medvedev said.  son-ending event five times - one short of for the US-rightshave been bought beforepinging ballsoutt toVivianne
"| see that he was five meters behind the  Roger Federer'srecord.Schwartzman quali- by NBC.To thefootball itself, and Miedema down the left. Though
baseline and | have the ball close to my  fiedfor hisfirst ATPFinalsby reachingthe | Whatagame! ThoughUnitedarein |8 s the approach nearly worked, it's
racket, so | thought, 'Go for it."It actually ~ French Open semifindsand twofinals, in- | justtheir third season, therivalryis : - ' hard not to wonder whether they
worked. It'salso smart."Twogameslater,he  cluding at the Italian Open, wherehelost to aready deep, withtacklesflyingin  replaced JessSigworthwithKirsty  onship contenders.City alsotakea  have the squad-depth to sustain a
served alove gameto earn hisfirstwinat  Djokovic." That start of the match hewas | ahdbadgesbeingkissed. Inthefirst  Hanson, asking her tostay highup  lot of credit - their first-half display ~ challengeonall fronts- arecurring
the ATP Finals in his fourth match going  not playing hisbest,” Schwartzman said. " half both teams pressed high, the pitch after watching Sigworth  wasoutstanding, and probably the  theme over the last few
back to last year.Medvedev went 0-3inhis  took the chance at the beginning, but then |~ Which suited City's one-touch,  spend thefirst half tracking Demi  bestthey'veplayedthisseason. But  years.Chelseawere really good in
first Finals, including alossto Zverevwhich  that break back fromhim ... | did too many pass-and-move style, and they  Stokes, City's left-back. This they struggled as soon as United  thefirsthalf, J So-yuninparticular.
he avenged after an attritional opening  mistakes." Schwartzman isthefirst South weregood valuefor their 2-0half-  pushed Stokes back while on the  stopped playing into their hands, They too needed to stay patient,
set.Zverev, the 2018 champion, earned a  American to play singles at the ATP Fi- timelead.So Casey Stoney ordered  other flank Hesthwonher epicbattle  and Gareth Taylor wasfartooslow  unableto play their usual game of
break in the first game but gave it straight  nal's since 2013 and another Argentine, her team to sit off and mark tight, ~ with Lucy Bronze, scoring aspec-  to recognise what was happening.  drawing teams in then spreading
back with three double faults. Another ~ Juan Martin del Potro.The ATP Finals | forcing City to take more touches  tacular equaliser. Last season Thiswas another game of excep-  play wide, and sneaking apoint &f-
double fault by Zverev in the sixth game  move to Turin, Italy, next year, after 12 ontheball. Then, thesecond Tobin  United werehardtobest, losing1-  tional quality. Under Joe ter going behindwith four minutes
gave Medvedev a 4-2 lead, and the Rus-  years in London.The players hotel isa | Heathfelttheplayerinpossesson  OtoArsenal, Chelseaand City, but  MontemurroArsendl play 4-3-3and  |€ft will have left them onahigh -
sianfinishedthesetwithhisfirstace Awesk  short walk away, but heal th protocols re- panic, starved of passing options,  they now have the attacking flair  look to dominate their opposition,  though they should have stolen all
forehand into the net cost Zverev thedeci-  quire they are driven to and from the | shetriggered the pressand United  whichelevatesthemfrom Champi-  but on Sunday he switched to 4-2-  three, except SamKerr hooked wide
sive break at 3-3in the second. Medvedev  venue. The tournament is using electronic hunted the turnover.Stoney also  ons League possibles to champi-  3-1, asking his playersto trust the  with only the keeper to beat.
held with the underarm serve, and hebeat  linecalling for thefirst time.
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CHIMNEYS WITH APPS | R.O. WATER PURIFIER | HOBS | GAS STOVE | OTHER KITCHEN APPLIANCES
Abhayapuri-94350-22784 | Agartala-98560-93668 | Baihata chariali-94351-42568/98641-40488 | Bangaigaon-7002184811. 9435547654,9435121367 | Barpeta road-94350-17865 99541-41975 | Barpeta town -94350-25127 | Bhawanipur-
7002206773 | Bandardewa-98649-84753 | Bijoynagar -99570-98392/94010-01157/94353-40662 | Boko-94010-02588 | Chaygaon-9435014549 | Dadara -98546-98027 | Dhupdhara-96785-16189 | Dhamaji-99546-51322 | Dhubri-94350-29279 |
Diphu-24350-66701/94350-66643 | Dudhnoi-34357-21505/94351-28048 | Goalpara-70023-10904/88762-23858 | Golaghat-96132-30384 | Guwahati -94355-59057/97065-94950 | Hajo-94353-47024/88763-09327 | Hojai-94357-29521/84028-59256 | Jorhat -
94350-53934/98541-06776 | Kharupitia -98541-44223 | Kokrajar-97070-29429/99548-88721/94354-81234 | Karimgunj-97061-39061 | Krishnai-88224-15337 | Lumding -94351-63327/97066-14137 | Mangaldoi -94350-87284/94351-
86435/97065-39174/73394-79163 | Mirza-98540-71983/99572-81858 | Morigaon -94350-64986/80111-17171 | North lakhimpur-88224-21077 | Nagaon-97061-79408/94355-18665 | Nalbari -98644-14515/98540-30209 | Pathsala-80110-06658 |
Dhekiajuli-98548-29934 | Dibrugarh-98548-11265 | Rangia -94351-05888/96782-26563 | Silchar -97061-39061/70054-86129 | Silapathar-70028-94393 | Shillong-90869-66640 | Suwalkuchi -98643-54859 | Tinsukia-94350-35156/
94350-35511/94350-36463 | Tezpur-97060-73481 | Tihu-97068-53124 | Udalguri-97063-46492
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