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Amri Karbi Community
ToSageBlockade

Guwahati, November 16:
The Amri Karbi Student
Union (AKSU),Amri Karbi
Development Council
(AKDC), Amri Karbi Na-
tional Council (AKNC),
Amri Karbi ArlesoAseim
(AKAA), and other orga-
nizationsof theAmri Karbi
community will stage a
blockade The blockade
will be observed from 8
AM, informed Additional
DGP (Law & Order) GP
Singh through his twitter
handle TheADGPadvised
the commuters to avoid
the stretch on November
17 and asked the people
travelling between Lower
and Upper Assam may uti-
lize the North Bank
Highway.Singh in his
tweet said, "Amri Karbi
Student Union (AKSU),
Amri Karbi Devt. Council
(AKDC), Amri Karbi Na-
tional Council (AKNC),
Amri  Karbi Arleso
Aseim(AKAA) and other
organisations of Amri
Karbi community have
planned toblock NH 37 at
Lalmati, Sonapur
Guwahati starting from 8
AM on Nov 17th."
lawyer ar-
rested

Guwahati, November 16:
In a bizarre incident re-
ported from Assam's
Guwahati city, aman has
been arrested for alegedly
biting alady while Diwali
2020 celebrations were
going on. The incident
took place on Sunday -
when the Diwali celebra
tionswereoninfull swing.
According to reports,
Abhishek Misra- who has
clamedtobealawyer - bit
alady during a scufflein
Guwabhati's Silpukhri
area. According to reports,
a brawl broke up after
Misra parked his vehicle
near an apartment building,
to which the residents of
the building took affront.
Chaosbroke out after the
residents of the building
raised a hue and cry and
in the scuffle that fol-
lowed, Misra ended up
biting awoman.
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CM attends state level programme
of National Press Day 2020

A vigilant media is must for a robust and healthy democracy: CM

Guwahati, Novemba 16:“A
vigilant mediaisaprerequi-

Steto keep ademocratic so-
ciety robust and healthy.
Media must make the gov-
ernment accountable before
the public and congtructive
criticism is necessary to a
keep the government on
track. Duringthe COVID-19
pandemic, themediapersons
aways stayed at the fore-

front and did not shy away
from their dutiesto get news
for people, even at therisk of
their health.” Chief Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal today
said while speaking at the
statelevel programmeof Na-
tional Press Day 2020
organised by Information
and Public Relations Depart-
ment, Govt of Assam at
Srimanta Sankardev

Kaakshetra. Admitting that
mediasector haslotsof prob-
lems and COVID-19 pan-
demicasoimpactedit nega-
tively, dong with other sec-
tors, the Chief Minister said
that state government has
beentaking various stepsfor
the welfare of the journalist
fraternity and would launch
more such schemes in the
future as well. The Chief

Minister also referred to his
vigits to 36 digtricts during
thetrying times of
Coronavirusinduced
lockdown and appreciated
theroleplayed by mediaper-
sonnel which he witnessed
during those visits. Along
with health department,
which had the most crucial
responsibility during theen-
tire pandemic situation and
other agencies like police,
PHED, firebrigade, power de-
partment etc, media person-
nel aso played key part in
dissemination of information
among the public and acted
asabridge betweenthegov-
ernment and the public,
Sonowal said. Heasourged
themediato curbincidences
of fear mongering and fake
newsduring crisissituations.
Referring to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’'s motto of
sabka sath, sabka vikash,
sabkaviswas, Sonowa high-
lighted the visionary steps
taken by Prime Minister to
develop all corners of the
country equally and how
transparency has been

AASU threatens economic
blockade against Nagaland

Guwahati, November 16:

The AASU on Sunday
threatened to launch an eco-
nomic blockade against
Nagalandifthe
neighbouring state contin-
ues "encroachment" of
Assam land. TheAll Assam
Students Union (AASU)
said they would not concede
an inch of land to

Kamrup (M) Adml nis-
tration 1ssuesrulesfor
'Chhath Puja

Guwahati, November 16:
TheKamrup (Metro) Dis-
trict Administration hasis-
sued guiddinesfor Chhath
puja celebrations in
Guwahati. During ameet-
ing held by theadministra-
tion with the Chhath puja
committeesinthepresence
of senior police personnel

and other concerned au-

thorities, a number of de-
cisions were taken for the
same and smooth con-
ducting of the celebra-
tions. The guidelines is-
sued by the administration
are:l. Wearing of masks
and socid distancing isto
befollowed strictly in ev-

ery site.2. Maximum five
membersof afamily ared-
lowed to perform the ritu-
as at once. 3. Apart from
the religious rituals no
other cultural programs
andmdawill bedlowedon
theoccasion.4. No eateries
and other commercial
kioskswill bedlowedat the

Chhath puja sites.5. Puja
committees have to take
prior permission from the
concerned ADCs before
organizingthepujas.6. The
District Administration has
asked the Inland Water
Transport Department to
restrict the movement of
private  Contd...Page 6

Nagaland.A team of Jorhat
AASU on Sunday visited
Nagganka, the spot where
theNagaland administration
had set up apolice campin-
sde Dissoi Valley Reserve
Forest under Mariani Range
of Jorhat forest division on
November 10.Thestepfrom
theNagaland administration
triggered tension along the

Assam-Nagal aﬁd border.
The next day, Assam Police
set up acamp near the spot

to stop further
encroachment.Hectic par-
leys followed between
officials of Jorhat and
Mokokchung districts with
the former demanding
Nagaland to dismantle the
bamboo and tarpaulin struc-
tureasit was constructed on
the disputed land.A few
yearsago, the Supreme Court
ruled that gatusquo bemain-
tained in the disputed areas
and no state should make
any construction until the
conflict is resolved.On No-
vember 9, Assam Policeper-
sonnel dismantled atempo-
rary structurewhich wasre-
portedly constructed by the
Mokokchung district admin-
istration. Just two days after
thedismantling of that struc-
ture, the Nagaland adminis-
tration set up another camp
at a place about 200 metres
away on a hillock which

could house 25 people and
had a separate room for
rations.The AASU unit
flayed the Assam govern-
ment for itsfailureto protect
thegtate'sland and criticised
chief minister Sarbananda
Sonowal, who is also in
charge of the home depart-
ment. The AASU leaders
sadtheAssam CM isbehav-
ing like a slent, shy bride
(Nimati Koing), even after
Nagaland managedto "erect
two Border Out Posts
(BOPs) at Naggjanka, insde
Assamterritory”. TheAASU
team lauded the Assam Po-
lice personnel for taking up
aconfrontational position at
theplaceandfirmly holding
ground.The team alleged
that the Assam police per-
sonnel were short of food
itemsand drinkingwater. The
AASU teamdlleged that 82%
of Dissoi  Contd...Page 6

Around 300 terroristspresent at each
launching pad of Pakistan: BSF

New Delhi, November 16:
‘Thereare250-300terrorists
across the border, present
at each launching padin Pa-
kistan,' Rgjesh Mishra, BSF
Inspector General (IG),
Kashmir has saidEarlier on
November 13, three Indian
soldiers were killed at two
Separatel ocationsin Jammu
and Kashmir Srinagar:
Rajesh Mishra, BSF Ingpec-

Guwahati, November 16:

tor Generd (IG), Kashmir has
said that there are 250-300
terrorists across the border,
present at each launching
pad in Pakistan."There are
250-300terroristsacrossthe
border, present at each
launching pad in Pakistan.
Our security forces have
been successful in thwart-
ingtheir attemptsof infiltra-
tion," Mishratold reporters

efficiently convert

here on Sunday.Mishrasaid
that a lot of harm was in-
flicted on civilians, includ-
ing damageto their proper-
ties, because of the recent
ceasefire violations by
Pakistan."Lot of harm was
inflicted on civiliansinclud-
ing damageto their proper-
ties. Issue of human rights
violation should beraised,"
saidthe  Contd...Page 6

Seetharam."The most effi-

brought into the govern-
ment system, rooting out
middlemen in implemen
tationof  government
schemes. He thanked the
media for its support to the
state government inthe cru-
sade against corruption and
urged themediato highlight
the state government’s ini-
tiatives to protect the natu-
ral environment of Assam
and motivate theyoungsters
to contributeinthismission.
Media Adviser to the Chief
Minister Hrishikesh
Goswami aso spoke on the
occasion and referred to the
adageof ‘ penismightier than
thesword’ todrivehomehis
pointthat mediamust exercise
caution whileusing its power
asit hastremendousrespon-
sibility  Contd...Page 6
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Nitish Kumar returns as

Bihar Chief Minister for

seventh time in 20 years,
gets two deputy CMs

Patna, November 16: .D(U)
chief Nitish Kumar has
been sworn in as the Chief
Minister of Bihar for the
seventh time in two
decades.The swearing-in
took place in presence of
top leaders of the NDA in-
cluding Union Home min-
ister Amit Shah and BJP
national president Jagat
Prakash Nadda.Nitish
Kumar was on Monday
sworn in asthe Chief Min-
ister of Bihar for the sev-

enth time in two decades,
in presence of top leaders
of theNDA including Union
Home minister Amit Shah
and BJP national president
Jagat Prakash Nadda.
Kumar, who heads the
JD(U), was administered
the oath of office at Raj
Bhavan by Governor
Phagu Chauhan.This
comesaday after he staked
aclaimfor the formation of
a new government in the
state, Contd...Page 6

Martyred Army soldier Haradhan
“Roy cremated at h|s own v IIage
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Guwahati, November 16:
The last rites of martyred
Indian Army havildar
Haradhan Chandra Roy
wereperformedat hisvillage
in Dhubri onMonday morn-
ing with full military
honours.The braveheart was
cremated at hisnativevillage
in Futukibari Medhiparaun-
der Bilasipara sub-divison
of Dhubri digtrict.Roy's last
rites were performed on the
bank of river Gauranga.Heis
survived by hisparents, wife
and atwo-year-old son.The
funeral pyre of the martyred
IndianArmy havildar waslit

by hiswife along with their
son in the presence of hun-
dreds of people including
villagers, police, Army per-
sonndl, digtrict officiasand
others.Beforethecremation,
a final wreath-laying cer-
emony wasorganised where
Assamfood & civil minister
Phani Bhushan Choudhury,
social welfare minister
PramilaRani Brahma, Assam
BJPpresident Ranjest Kumar
Dass and district officials
paidtheir last respectstothe
braveheart.The people
chanted 'Bharat MaaKi Jai'
and 'Vande Mataram' and

"Pakistan Murdabaad" dur-
ing the funeral procession
and bid atearful adieutothe
martyred Army havildar.Roy,
who served as a havildar in
the army, achieved martyr-
dom on Friday last along
with 3 other jawans during
Pakigani firingin Jammuand
Kashmir.Earlier, Assam chief
minister Sarbananda
Sonowal, senior Army and
policeofficidspaidflord trib-
utestoRoy at 151 Army Base
Hogpitd at Basisthaafter his
morta remainswerebrought
to Guwahati in a flight on
Sunday  Contd...Page 6

PM Modi to attend virtua
summit of BRICS on November 17

New Delhi, November 16:

Chinese President Xi
Jinping, Brazilian President
Jair Bolsonaro and Russian
President Vladimir Putinare
scheduled to attend the
12th summit of the Brazil-
Russia-I ndia-China-South
Africa (BRICS) grouping.

Prime Minister Narendra  /

Modi will attend a virtua
summit of the influential
grouping BRICSon Novem-
ber 17 which will focus on
cooperation in counter-ter-
rorism, trade, hedlth, energy

munications and Catalysis

and Ways to offset impact
of the coronavirus (COVID-
19) pandemic.ChinesePresi-
dent Xi Jinping, Brazilian
President Jair Bolsonaro and

Russian President Vladimir
Putin are scheduled to at-
tend the 12th summit of the
Brazil-Russia-India-China-
SouthAfrica(BRICS) group-
ing. For BRICS, chdlenges
and opportunities The
BRICS summit is taking
place a a time two of the
Bloc's members, India and
China, arelocked in abitter
border standoff in eastern
Ladakh for over six months.
Both Mr. Modi and Mr. Xi
had come face-to-face vir-
tudlyat  Contd...Page 6

[1T-G Develops Catalytic Systems From Industria Wastes

Indian Ingtitute of Technol-

ogy (11T), Guwahati re-
searchers have developed
efficient "pincer” catalytic
systems that transform in-
dustria or biomass wastes
intovauablechemicds Ac-
cordingtoaPTI report, tiny
amounts of these "pincer
catalysts' repestedly con-
vertlargeamountsof indus-
trial waste such as glycerol
into lactic acid and hydro-
gen. Such catalysts also

bioethanol, a low-energy
density fud, intohigh-energy
dendity butanol." Pincer cata-
lystsare complex molecules
inwhich, an organic moiety
holds on tightly to a meta
core, muchliketheclawsof a
crab. Such an arrangement
not only confers stability to
the catalyst, but aso sdec-
tivity to bring about the in-
tended transformations,"
sad [IT Guwahati professor
Akshai Kumar Alape

cient pincer catalyst was
foundto beonethat had leest
crowding around the metal
centre. Such an arrangement
enabled easy removal of hy-
drogen from the starting ma-
terids, glycerol and ethanal,
and their selective conver-
sion into lactic acid and
butanol, respectively,"he
added. The findings of the
time have dso been featured
intheRoya Society of Chem-
istry journas-Chemicd Com-

Science and Technol ogy, the
report said. "Our computa
tiond studieshave attributed
theunprecedented activity of
the pincer catalysts to the
minimal crowding present at
themetd centreand haveen-
abled good understanding of
the electronic and steric
(crowding) factors that con-
trol reactivity,” said Hemant
Kumar Srivastava from Na
tiond Indtituteof Pharmeaceu-
tical Education and Research

(NIPER) Guwahati.Theteam
dsoincluded research schol-
ars Kanu Das, Moumita

Dutta, Siriyara Jagannectha
Prathapa, Eileen Yasminand
Babuld Das, report added.
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Thedream of going 'back
tonormal’ isa hugedistraction
from theneed for change

Back in June, as peoplein England were
adjusting to the loosening of Covid-19
resrictions and Black LivesMatter wasdl over
the news, | interviewed a number of young
people who live in east London. As the
conversationswent on, afascinating question
came up: if they were presented with the
opportunity to rewind to a time before the
pandemic, would they take it2Mogt of them
answered with an emphatic no. "Thisworldis
crazy, andit redlly needsto change" said one.
"If it doen't, were dl going to get hurt." She
mentioned thekilling of GeorgeHoyd but dso
telked about injusticesandinegquitiesshesaw
on her own doorstep, and the sensethat Since
lockdown began everyone had learned things
about the state of society.

John Harris

theObamayearsprovided”. Biden, hesaid, "is
not SO much a change agent as a reverson
agent. Heisdected to MakeAmericaAbleto
Seep Agan”. This is as much about basc
psychology as high palitics: whereas Trump
tapped into thehuman propensty for hateand
anger, Biden won thanks to the pull of cdm
andemallience Onthissideof theAtlantic, we
may yet witness our own version of thesame
gory, centred not on change a thetop but the
dereotypica British longing for a quiet life
This, after dl, isa country no less tired than
America - of austerity, endless political
convulsions, the unendingly aftermath of the
2016referendum- andnow of amixtureof horror,
hardshipandawful government incompetence.
By themiddleof next yeer, to

"Thisisatimeto remember,"
shesad.All theissuesthisvivid, volatileperiod
of higtory had brought to the surface were too
important to be pushed back to the
margins Thisremainsthehopeaof many people
who are focused not just on racism but on
other fundamentd socid and palitica questions
thet theCovid-19 erahasso starkly highlighted.
On a good day, it ill feds asif no end of
urgent issues are now findly out in the open,
something recently illustrated by Marcus
Rashford's campaigning on food poverty.
Indeed, theligt of once-neglected subjectsthat
are now being talked about goes on and on,
from our hopedesdy centraised system of
government to the usdessness of the private
companiesthat have built themsalvesinto the
date. Thinking about what kind of country we
ought to be has been part of the Covid
experience - something dimly echoed in the
promises of politicians, including Boris
Johnson, to "build back better".Recently,
though, thestory haschanged again. Inmysdlf
and many people! know, | can trace how our
energy and enthusiasm about the poalitics of
the pandemic were eventualy weskened by
weariness and fatdism. Now, with the news
about Pfizer and BioNTech's vaccine and the
prospect of mass inoculation, millions of
people are surely waiting for the return of
normality, whatever that is. Huge questions
swirl around the vaccinegs efficacy and how it
will bedigtributed. But if everything beginsto
work, itwill openup possihilitiesthat will seem
amazing: human contact, restored family ties,
travel, the return of the arts, and the prospect
of at least some of our current economic
anxieties beginning to recede. In that sense,
2021 holds out the prospect of a national
quietening.This chimes with what has
happenedintheUS, after Donald Trump'sfour
years of misrule reached its nadir with his
bungling responseto the virus. Joe Biden and
Kamaa Harriss victory did not deserve the
ingtant sneers and doom-mongering voiced
by someontheleft. But paliticsisawaysfull
of ambivalence, and it is dso impossible to
ignore what the New York Times columnist
Charles M Blow recently characterised as
"public nogtdgiafor thenormalcy and decency

TheHimalayaDrugCompany launches' AbDaantHames
campaign through tnewfilmfor HimaayaComplaeCare

Guwahati, Nov 16 : TheHimdaya
Drug Company, oneofIndidsleading
wellness brands, launched a new
filmunder their " AbDaantHamesha
10/20"campaign. Thisnew campaign
for Himalaya Complete Care
Toothpaste focuses on the
importance of using the right
toothpagte to preventtoothache and
cavities and bring happinessin our
daily lives. The film features a
conversation between two mothers
talking about their children's ord
hygiene. Thefilmis set in the new

normd, whereinoneof themothers  helpprotect thetegthfromtoothache  Triphala,andMiswakthat Brand Planning: SunitaMurthi
shares the chdlenge that she faces  and cavities and provide complete  hdlpprotect teeth and gums, making Cregiive Prateck Srivastava
while trying to get herchildren to  ord protection. AddingtothisSaf  them strong and hedlthy. Not just Account Management:
brushtherightway. Theothermother  Ahmad, BrandManeger-Ord Care,  kids, but adultstootendtooverlook  Mansi Gupta

then recommends Himalaya The Himaaya Drug Company, ord care needs.So, the best way to Production house: Little
Complete Care Toothpaste and  said,"Through our campaign" preventproblemswouldbetobrush  LambsFilms

explains how it helps her child in  AbDaantHamesha10/10", wehave regularly with theright toothpaste'. Director: Shamik

keeping ord problemsa bay. The
TVC aso captures the key
ingredientsof thetoothpaste, Neem,
Triphaa, and Miswvak. Thesawell-

AB DAANT
HAMESHA

known and effective ingredients

triedtodepict thered-lifechalenges
of ord careinthe early yearsof life
and how choosing the right
toothpaste is crucial. Himalaya

till be alive and suddenly
relieved of fear may fed likeenough.Depending
on the outcome of Britain's negatiations with
the EU, do not write off the chances of a
reawakening of themoodthat followed the2019
election, when the Conservative party had
promised to get Brexit doneand restorepolitics
to a state of everyday tedium, and Jeremy
Corbyn's promise of sweeping change had
been comprehensvely rgjected. It wasdways
difficult to understand the visons of Dominic
Cummings and his dlies - there was often a
sense of "car parks on the moon', to use an
old Gordon Brownjoke- but hisdeparturefrom
Downing Street could spdl theend of anidea
of government that seems to be about
congtantly picking fights, and the sart of a
period of comparative placidity.Meanwhile,
Ker Starmer's decision to focus on metters of
competence rather than big questions about
society and theeconomy may degpenthesense
of thingsbeing put back intheir box. If dl that
initial noise on the left about the pandemic
leedingtoafairer society failstogoanywhere,
itwill not bethat much of asurprise: thesame
platling, after dl, defined what happened after
thefinancid crash of 2008.And yet, and yet
... Comparedwithwherewewereinearly 2020,
thisis now a different country, isn't it? The
emergence of Black Lives Métter is not the
only big changethat fedlslikeit will last. The
divide between the north and south of
England, and theinequditiesitembodies have
arguebly not beenasprominent sincethe 1980s.
Thetiesthat bindtheUK arelooseningat spesd.
The impossibilities of the benefits sysem are
now being endured by hundreds of thousands
of people who have never had such an
experience. Even if some Torieswould liketo
resumeaudterity, itfed sasif theunderstanding
of its crudties has now sdttled into the public
mind. Toryismitsdf looksdamaged and devoid
of content. Sight unseen, you would not think
that the Johnson government had only just
wonasupposed landdide.Navigating thenext
period of this crigs will require holding two
potentidly contradictory thoughts Therolling
out of avaccine will gart to ease our current
date of collective anxiety, and the resulting
euphoriawill befdtby millions

<umalaya
SINCE |98

Complete

Carehas Neem,

Highlighting the insight behind the
campaign, Prateek Srivagtava, Co-
Founder, Chapter Five, said, "Ask
any mother and shelll tell you that

Now that Rasputin Cummingshasfallen,
whowill grasp control of Tsar Boris?

Tory MPs started planning
celebratory laps of Barnard Castle
when they heard that Dominic
Cummingswas being defenestrated
from Number 10. Many ministers
have been at the champagne and
just about the entire civil serviceis
whooping with relief. For the past
16 months, he has been both the
most powerful and the most
rebarbative unelected adviser ever
toinhabit Number 10. Hisfataly self-
defeating flaw was that he never
mastered how to use his clout
productively  rather than
destructively. Intoxicated by his
past campaign successes, he
couldn't grasp the difference
between fighting and governing.
He talked a bellicose game to the
journalists he used as his
megaphones. The BBC would be
"whacked". A "hardrain" wasgoing
to lash the civil service. He was
absolutely right about absolutely
everything and anyone who didn't
get with his programme, including
cabinet ministersand Conservative
MPs, could "fuck off".Yetintheend,
he hasexited "without |eaving much
trace", comments one former
cabinet minister. Six senior civil
servants, including the cabinet
secretary, were pushed out. Only to
be replaced by other career civil
servants. Sajid Javid, Boris
Johnson's first chancellor, quit
because hewould not bow the knee
and concede to Mr Cummings's
thirst to concentrate power around
himself. Only for the replacement
chancellor, Rishi Sunak, to become
so much more popular than the
prime minister that heisathreat to
Number 10inaway Mr Javid would
never have been. The unconcealed
contempt for Conservative MPs so
soured theprimeminister'srelations
with his parliamentary party that it
was imperilling the capacity of the
government to get legislation
through the Commons and even
endangering his position as Tory
leader. Self-preservation was a
crucial factor in the decision to
terminate the Cummings chapter of
the Johnson premiership.As power
isremoved from him and theclique
of Vote Leave campaignersthat he
imported into Number 10, itisworth
asking how a gang with so few
qualifications in governing
managed to capture the high castle
inthefirst place. Theanswer liesin
the character of the prime minister.
Mr Johnson is an insecure loner
who wantsto be loved. "He can be
lazy, but itisprobably moreaccurate
to characterise him as ill-
disciplined,” remarks one senior
civil servant. Asajournalist, hewas
notorious for crashing deadlines.
As a prime minister, he quickly
gained a reputation within
government for being a
procrastinator. He hasinstinctsand
enthusiasms, but he doesn't have
many firm convictions. By contrast,
Mr Cummingswasabrutal operator
who didn't care who hated him,
never displayed a scintilla of self-
doubt and blazed with fiercebeliefs.
"Boris thought Dom filled gapsin
himself," says someone who ought
to know. So much so that the prime
minister was prepared to sacrificea
huge amount of his personal
political capital and make himself

Toothpaste

Company:

her kids don't brush their teeth
properly. That's why they need
HimdayaCompleteCare Toothpedte,
which has the most effective
combinaion of herbsfor ora hedth
problems.The creative route of
securing full marks for your teeth
shouldhdphuildagoodrecdl forthe
brand among our target audience.
FHimTile AbDaantHameshal(¥10
Brand: HimdayaCompleteCare

Duration: 35Sec
Agency: Chapter Five

About the Himalaya Drug

In 1930, a young visonary by
the name of Mr. M. Mand foresaw

look pathetically dependent on the
other man by refusing to sack an
utterly uncontrite Mr Cummings
even after his lockdown-busting
excursions had ignited outrage
among both Tory MPs and the
public. To wait six months and get
rid of him now makes the prime
minister look doubly weak and
foolish for not dispatching him
then.Just as many were staggered
that the primeminister delegated so
many of his powers to Mr
Cummings, so they have been
bewildered that Lee Cain, another

component of
theVote Leave
campaign, became Number 10's
director of communications. Hemay
have been anonymous to the
public, but hewashighly influential
within the building. Before he
attached himself to Mr Johnson
some years ago, Mr Cain was a
tabloid journalist most famous for
being employed by theMirror totroll
David Cameron during the 2010
election by pursuing him dressed up
inachicken suit. Theexplanationfor
hisrisefrom such shallow rootstoa
position of considerable power again
lies in the character of the prime
minister. Reminded how duplicitous
politicians can be whenever he
catchessight of himsdf inthemirror,
there are very few people he redly
trusts. Mr Cain gained his prominent
placein the court not because heis
agenius communicator, but because
he stayed loyal to Mr Johnson
during someof the stickiest stretches
of his pre-prime ministerial career.
Allies of Mr Cain say that he was
also one of the few people with a
capacity to force the habitually
dithery prime minister to take
decisons.A common complaint from
cabinet colleagues and officias is
that Mr Johnson has a tendency to
agreewiththelast personwho spoke
to him. This means that a huge
amount of power is wielded by
whoever isthelast "last person”. For

“Andrew Rawndey

a long time, it was usually Mr
Cummings who stayed in the room
with the prime minister after
everyoneelsehad left. Thisiswhy a
vicious power struggle erupted
within Number 10 around the issue
of whowouldfill thevacant position
of chief of staff. All the factions
involvedinthewarring on Downing
Street agree that it boiled down to
"who controlsBoris'. Which makes
him sound |esslike aprimeminister
than a TV remote being wrestled
over by squabbling aides. Therewere
already some indications that Mr

Cummings
waslosing his
gripontheprimeministerial clicker.
To protect his access and influence,
he wanted the position of chief of
staff to be filled by his mucker, Mr
Cain. He was opposed by a
constellation of other forces,
including Carrie Symonds, the prime
minister's fiancee, and Allegra
Stratton, who was recently poached
from the chancellor'steam to bethe
prime minister's press secretary.
When they prevailed in this
medieva-like strugglefor theking's
ear, it was goodbye to Mr Cain and
game over for Mr Cummings.The
question now preoccupying
Westminster is whether this
upheaval will lead to a change of
style, performance and direction.
Those Conservative MPswho have
long been demanding "a reset" of
an alienating and dysfunctional
Number 10 are fervently hoping it
will. So should everyone else if it
means the Johnson government will
evolveinto aless haplessand more
professional outfit than the
amateurish and chaotic regimethat
has stumbled from calamity to U-
turn to debacle to disaster
throughout the epidemic. It said
much, none of it good, that an
internal power struggle was
consuming all the nervous energies
of Number 10in the sameweek that
theofficial deathtoll fromthevirus

topped 50,000.The appointment of
asubstantial figure aschief of staff
would help. Many Tory MPs want
that to be accompanied by a
reshuffle in the not too distant
futureto rai sethe competency level
of the cabinet by kicking out the
duds. In place of the hyper-
belligerent "war with everyone on
all fronts at al times' doctrine of
theCummingsera, alessadversarid,
more user-friendly style is
apparently being urged on the
prime minister by his fiancee and
his new press secretary.'L eft to his
own devices, Boriswill wander off
from decisions and read Pliny or
Pericles or eat or shag'lt may be
relevant that they are both female
and the Brexit gang are
overwhelmingly male. Tory
moderates will be hoping that
liberating Mr Johnson from Mr
Cummings will allow the prime
minister to rediscover the liberal
Tory he was as mayor of London.
There is another possible parallel
from hisperiod at City Hall. Hisfirst
year there has been characterised
by those on the inside as a
shambolic "shitshow". It became
lessdisorderly when the running of
City Hall was essentially handed
over behind the scenes to some
grown-ups. Eddie Lister, the then
leader of Wandsworth council, and
the late Sir Simon Milton, the then
leader of Westminster council.
"Borisneedsto find himself another
Simon Milton," comments one
senior Tory.There's a snag with
these theories, though. They come
with a Boris-shaped hole. He can
change his personnel, he can soften
the tone and improve the
messengers of his government.
What he can't do is reform
himself."Left to his own devices,
Boriswill wander off from decisions
and read Pliny or Pericles or eat or
shag," remarks a senior Tory who
has sat in the cabinet with thisprime
minister. "Thebit of self-knowledge
that Boris has is that he needs
someone who will sit him down at
the table and say there'sadecision
to be made and tell him that you're
not leaving this room until you've
madeit."It was by being the person
who cajoled decisions out of the
prime minister that Mr Cummings
made himself so powerful. He's
gone. That gap in Boris Johnson,
that hole at the heart of government,
remains. There is now a vacancy,
which means a fresh competition,
to be the new person who captures
control of the prime minister by
filling the empty vessel.

L abour should not underestimatethe
political power of amultlraual Tory party

Inarecent Commonsdebatefor Bladk History Month,
the Tory MP Bim Afolami caused quite agtir when he
sdd, in responseto ajibe about his Eton education: "'l
regject theideathat if you areblack or you arenon-white
then there are certain places you are not ableto go." It
wasawe|-intentioned intervention into agood-natured
debate, and he went on to concede:
advantagesthet certain black peoplefromworking-class
backgrounds may not have had."However, his
subsequent article in the Mail on Sunday in which he

"l have had

described "patronising nonsense disguised as ‘

liberdism" asoneof the" principd racist barriersholding
back black peopleinthiscountry™ cannot beinterpreted

nal0/10"
‘oathpade

thebenefitsof herba remedieswhile
riding throughtheforestsof Burma.
After diligently researching the
science of the traditional field of
Ayurveda, he decided to dedicate
hislifecreating productsthat would
improvemillionsof livesacrossthe
world. Today, with a history
gpanning morethan ninedecadesin
herbal research, Himalaya has
earned the trust of millions of
customers by enriching livesand is
committed to spreading thepromise
of "Wellness in Every Home,
Happinessin Every Heart" withtheir
"head-to-hed" range of products.
Seeped in a legacy of researching
nature, Himadaya has successfully
been &ble to harness the science of
Ayurveda through cutting-edge
researchto becomeabrand that is
safe, gentle, and trustworthy. For
moreinformation on the product,

please visit:

himalayawellness.in
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50 charitably. Afolami arguesthat theleft's "virtue sgnd[ling]"
concesals paternalistic attitudes towards black people and
suggests that the red barrier to racid equdity isthe left's low
expectaionsOn one leve, it's easy to object to this. Labour
enjoysthe support of the mgjority of Britain's black and ethnic
minority votersin part because it has historically devoted more

effort tocombating racism. You'd al so expect L abour'seconomic

https://

offer to gpped toblack votersat atimewhen nearly haf of black
African Caribbean households are living below the poverty
line Still, itwould beagravemistaketo entirdy dismissAfolami's
argument. Contained within his takedown of the "regressive
left" isawarning thet Labour and other progressiveswould do
well to heed. Too often, the British left'slanguage when talking
about race comesacross asimpersona and assumesadegree of
poverty and hardshipthat int anintrinscfeatureof black life.For
now, Labour can continueto count on the black vote but cracks
may Start to deepen in their cadition in the years to come.
(According to the Runnymede Trugt, there was a smdl but
"gatidicaly sgnificant” increase - from 11% to 14% - in the
proportion of black Africans who voted Consarvetive in 2017
compared to 2010.) Afolami'sinterventionisatimely reminder
that broad statements about how black people have been "held
back" or "left behind" don't dwaysresonatewith theexperience
of individuas. Yes, redigtributive policies are badly required to
address long-gtanding issues such as the ethnic pay gap, but
theleft shouldn't beafraid to highlight individua successgtories
if they help to convey a more empowering message.This is
something the Tories have intuitively understood and tried to
exploit for decades. In 1983, the Conservatives ran an dection
poster featuring abesuited young black man dongsdethewords
"L abour say hesblack. Tories say hesBritish - their argument

in favour of ensuring equdity of opportunity strikes a chord
with many, regardless of the colour of their skin.
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Shi- Yomi DEO Conducts all Party

Aalo 16th Nov : The Shi- Yomi Digtrict Ad-
ministration under the Chairmanship of Shri
Mito Dirchi has convened an dl Party Mest-
ing to discuss some urgent issues concern-
ing conduct of Panchayat Electioninthedis-
trict in the month of December at his Office
Chamber onon 13th Declast. TheDC elabo-
rately discussedissueslikenatification of elec-
tion, latest A/Roll and its updation, appoint-
ment of BLA, Electionand Counting Agents,
inspection of polling stations, law and order
Situation, draw of ot for women reservation
and many other election related issues with

Meeting for Ensuing Panchayat Election

political parties and elction related officers.
Heasked al department of the district to fur-
nish the names of officersand officialsof the
concerned departs to DPDO Shri Gamtum
Padu. Assigning all duties and responsibili-
tiesto al officers, the DEO has asked every-
oneto discharge their dutiesin atime bound
manner asnot muchtimeisleftfor dl prepara
tory works. Healso appealed al political par-
tiesto cooperatewith concerned DPDO, EROs,
AEROs and dl eection related officias to
conduct thegrassrootslevd of govt. inafree,
fair and transparent manner.

GU CampusNSSUnit Volunteers
appealed for Green Diwali

Gauhati, Nov 16 : Gauhati University cam-
pus NSS Unit volunteers took an initiative
for an eco-friendly and green Diwali. Inthis
connection awebinar was held and speak-
ing to the volunteers Dr Ranjan Kr Kakati,
Director, Students’ Welfare, GU and
Programme Co-ordinator, NSS, Gauhati Uni-
versity appealed to the volunteers for cel-
ebrating this Diwali to be eco-friendly and
for making awareness“ Say No To Crack-
ers’. Dr Kakati said crackers contain toxic
compounds like Copper and Cadmium and
dueto changein the weather these particles
mixeswith the fog and becomes smog caus-
ing asthma attacks, bronchitis, symptoms
of allergic rhinitis including running nose
and headaches which is very serious mat-
ter in this pandemic situation of coronavirus
spreading inthe society. It ishigh timethat

people should recognize the problem and
should build a roadway by which we can
make ahealthy and balanced environment-
said Dr. Kakati. Speaking on the webinar
NayanikaGogoi, Coordinator, Human Soci-
ety International, India, Assam Chapter ap-
pealed to the volunteersfor making aware-
nessfor anAnimal friendly Diwali and she
also said with the bursting of loud firecrack-
ers, the pollution in the country risesto the
dangerous level causing discomfort to the
elderly people, children and pets. Also, Birds
and anima ssuffer themost dueto high level
of noise generated from firecrackers. Many
NSS volunteers raised their voice to make
this Diwali celebration healthy and eco-
friendly and assure to make awareness for
celebrating Diwali with locally made earth-
enware Diyasand light.

L alan’sCoaching Classesopens

new br
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Guwahati, Nov 16 : One of the most re-
nowned coaching institutes of this region,
Lalan’sCoaching Classes (L CC) hasopened
a new branch at Budh Bazar in Satgaon,
Guwahati. The branch was opened with an
aim to give students of the area more con-
venience and so that the students residing
near Satgaon area need not to travel much.
Speaking on the occasion, the managing
director of Lalan’s Coaching Classes, Lalan
Kumar, said, “Webelievein creating inter-
est towardslearninginasimpleway. Every
student has the right to get best guidance.”
LCC isknown for excellent selection rate
and high quality coachingin Assam. There-
fore, itisgoing to add more branchesin the
region for the benefit of the students. To
provideall types of help to student some of
the best faculties of engineering and medi-
cal preparation have also joined LCC this
year. The co-founder of LCC, Satgaon
branch, Ramesh Malhotra said, “We will
provideall typesof help to student and will
also maintain the best management of
coaching in thisarea.” The coaching centre
isall set to start new batchesfrom Novem-
ber 25, 2020 at al the centres. To produce
best quality education to the students,
Nityanand Kumar who is afamous faculty
of Physics from DCI along with Raushan
Singh famous faculty of chemistry has
joined hand with LCC. Animesh Kumar a
well-known faculty from Aakash Institute
hasasojoined LCC team. “Wearegoingto
add many more thingsin the near future to
serve the students and we would love to
welcome any suggestions from students’
or parents,” Lalan Kumar further added.
Lalan’s Coaching Classesis one of themost
premium and result-oriented coaching cen-
tres of theregion. Thefaculty teamincludes

anch at Budh

Bazar, Satgaon
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an experienced bunch of doctors, engineers
and alumnus of top engineering and tech-
nology ingtituteswho aimsto go to the core
of every topicinafriendly manner. Lalan's
Coaching Classes provide the best educa-
tion and aimsto expand itsfootprintsto the
rest of the NE region.

DEO takes up meeting with
EROSYAEROs /HOOs for

Aalo, Nov 16 : The West

Smooth Conduct of PR Electi_c_)n

that though the covid-19

Selection panel defends
Induction of new NCD team

DIMAPUR, November 16: Search/
Selection Committeeformed by the
outgoing NCD office bearers, have
defended theinstallation of the new
NCD team, that hasbecome contro-
versia as those opposed, claimed
that the NCD constitution was
flouted.However, the search/selec-
tion committeein arejoinder issued
by itschairman T.L.Merry, member-
secretary Munthin Newmai, mem-
bers- K.V. John, Joyous Shingnai sui
and ex-officio member and president
NCD, maintained that the process
on formation of new office bearers,
search/selection commission was
carried out as per the congtitution
Naga Council Dimapur (NCD) and
that their actions cannot be termed
as arbitrary, ultra-vires or
illegal. Emphasising that instal lation
of astrong executive or team of of-
fice bearers was of paramount im-
portance under the prevailing situ-
aionvis-avisCOVID-19 pandemic,
the search/selection commission
claimed that the background of
councillors with specia focus on
his’her digibility in accordancewith
the needed criteria as clearly en-
shrined in the NCD's congtitution
had been strictly and transparently
adhered to. They said the general
body of NCD and officebearersare
either nominated, selected or elected
for a period of five years by any
commission set up by NCD, duly
approved, authorised and empow-
ered at theAnnual General Meeting

of the Councillors. They said to be
an executivemember (office bearer)
of NCD, thebasic requirement isthat
one should have experience of at
least one tenure as councillor and
only in the second consecutive ten-
ureishe/shedligibleto beinstalled
as an executive member. Respond-

ing to the earlier rejoinder, they al-
leged that the statement given by
some dissidents/vested interest
groups was nothing but "an after-
thought, concocted and with mala-
fide intention of misleading the
people”. The rejoinder explained
that the basic idea behind the for-
mation of NCD wasto set up acom-
mon platformfor all tribeslivingin
Dimapur and promote cooperation
and unity among them to encour-
age socia and cultural values, up-
hold harmony among members of
thedifferent tribesand promoteand

propagate the customary practices
of Nagaway of life. Togiveeffectto
theseideals, thereisageneral body
of NCD comprising of councillors
representing all Naga tribes of
DimapurThough the tenure of the
outgoing NCD expired onMarch 31,
2020, the Committee said the previ-

ous office bearers continued to of-
ficiate as caretakers due to exigen-
ciesand unavoidable circumstances
due to the outbreak of COVID-19
pandemic and thereafter the
lockdown being imposed in
Dimapur. Consequently, asapreva
lent practice, a search/selection
commission was set up on July 4.
Hence, they asserted that " noiille-
gality could be attributed to the
stop-gap arrangement that was in
place during the lockdown". They
said due to the lockdown and ban
on gathering/meetings, thecommis-

Eco-friendly

alied sec- nessinitiatives such as'Vocal for Local'
tors, Shri  productsisan opportunity to talk about
Manoj K talent and advantages of tribal prod-
Das,Man- ucts, which are having the efficacy of
aging Di- bio-diversity and eco-tourism. He said
rector, ithelpsineconomic growth and devel-
N orth opmentofaregionandbecomesaWIN-
officials  Eastern WIN scenariofor al inthevalue-added
g till Regional process of market devel opment.

Bamboo and Local
products of Assam have tremendous
potential to be Game Changer for
Trade and Commerce, opines experts

Guwahati, Nov 16 : Eco-friendly Bam-
boo and Local products of Assam have
tremendous potential to be Game
Changer for Trade and Commerce, ex-
perts opined in a Webinar organised by
PressInformation Bureau, Guwahati on
the topic 'Leveraging the Natural and
Bio-Diverdty- Core Competenceof Bam-
boo and Allied Sector in Assam for Eco-
nomic Development' heretoday. Experts
from Industry fraternity including
organisations of Ministry of Tribal Af-
fairs, Ministry of Tourism, Ministry of
Development of North Eastern Region,
Ministry of Cultureand Ministry of Tex-
tilesa ong with academiciansdeliberated
and discussed about the market poten-
tial of eco-friendly products and its
awareness from socio-economic, cul-
tural, academic and policy perspective.
Talking about Central Government
awareness initiatives on "Vocal For Lo-
cal' for wide assortment of textile, pot-
tery, culinary and hospitality products
and the potentiality of the bamboo and

Agricultural Marketing Corporation L td.,
Guwahati said that domestically and in-
ternationally the market of bamboo and
its allied sector products are evolving
and has huge potential. The Galaxy of
dignitaries in the discussion, which in-
cluded Dr.Abhinav Kant, Incharge, Bam-
boo and Cane Development Institute,
Ministry of Textile, Agartalasaid that ef-
ficacy of the bamboo in Assam is not
only in socio-economic development, but
alsointrade and commerce and employ-
ment for the youth. He said that bamboo
products are environment friendly and
has utility in multiple sectorsbeit in con-
struction, building, tourism, hospitality,
energy, medicinal, environmental and
Small and Medium Enterprises. He said
that bamboo has tremendous potential
for employment of youth. Shri Hemanta
Rabha, Project Head, Indian Institute of
Entrepreneurship, Guwahati and Na-
tional Youth Awardee(2003) and
UNESCO General ConferenceYouth Fo-
rumAttendeein Paris(2003) said aware-

" election
pro-
cess.
He said

sioncould not call for ageneral meet-
ing. Thesignatoriespointed out that
the then NCD president and gen-
erd secretary had writtento Dimapur
deputy commissioner (DC),
perission for holding the AGM but
it was not granted due to
pandemic.However, thesignatories
said they were taken aback tolearn
that some individuals with vested
interests had approached acourt in
Dimapur and had also obtained an
interim order, whereby the el ection/
selection/nomination was stayed.
Nevertheless, as law abiding citi-
zensand respect for due process of
law, they said the commission kept
the search/selection of new office
bearers in abeyancetill further or-
der was passed by the court on Au-
gust 13 vacating the Interim order
of July 9. Asanatural corollary to
the interim/stay order being va-
cated, the commission convened a
general meeting on August 22 and
appointed the new team of office
bearersfor 2020-2025 tenureinthe
presence of councillors of the cur-
rent tenure of various Dimapur-
based tribal hohos, including presi-
dentsand officiasof different tribal
hohos, attending the NCD
AGM.Therefore, they said the re-
joinder by "some of the dissidents/
vested interest group™ as appeared
inlocal dailieson November 13, was
"nothing but an after thought, con-
cocted and with maa-fideintention
of mideading the people.”

Sipajhar public mourns
Dhirg) Narayan Nath demise

SIPAJHAR, Nov 16 : The ; —
various socialsocial--edu-
cational and cultural orga-
nizationsand individuals of
greater Sipajhar area in j§
Darrang district mournsthe g
demise of former energetic |
All Assam Students Union
(AASU) leader, former Vice
president of Post Gratitude
Students Union (PGSU)of
Guwahati University and General secretary of the students
union of BARUA college, Guwahati. He breathed hislast
on sunday after prolonged iliness. He hailed from Sipajhar
and after passed HSL C examination from Sipajhar Higher
Secondary and Multipurpose Schoolswith brilliant result
passed HSSL C and BA examination from B Baruacollege.
After graduation with major in Education did hisMA from
Guwahati University. During his students days he was
actively associated with organizational activities of All
Assam students Union. He had served few years as part
timelecturer at Sipajhar collegeand Guwahati college. Later
he turned into entrepreneur. Following the footsteps of
his father late Reban Chandra Nath, leading social activ-
ists and retired principal of Sipajhar college he was aso
closely associated with social works. As one of the life
member of Assam Sahitya sabha he took active part in
Sipajhar session of Assam Sahityasabhain 2005. Further-
more he was actively associated with the celebration of
Diamond jubilee of Sipajhar Higher Secondary and Mullti-
purpose School and 96th annual session of Assam
Pradeshik Yogi Sanmilan held at Sipajhar. He hasleft be-
hind his mother retired teacher Bokuli Nath, hiswife Juli
Nath, his sonMahasi Mahanta Nath, his sister Dipsikha
Nath and a host of relatives. He was 45. Darrang district
and Sipajhar regional committee of All Assam Students
Union, Sipajhar Sahitya Sabha, MLA Sipajhar LAC,
Binanda kumar Saikia, Darrangi Kala Krishi Unnayan

M aheswar Boramemorial meeting
held at Jamugurihat

Siang District Election
Officer Shri Moki Loyi
conducted meeting separately
with ROs, EROs and AEROs
and Head of Offices sepa-
rately today for peaceful, fair
and free Panchayat Poll at
Conference Hall of DC office
today. Shri Loyi said that
election is ateam work and its
success depends on men and
materials provided by differ-
ent departments. He asked
all departments to list out
names of officials and
vehicles and not to grant
any kind of leave to any

cases have gone down in the
district, all protocols have to
be maintained as second
wave of the disease is
sweeping some places. The
DPDO shri Liyi Bagra dwelt
at lenth on Modal Code of
Conduct in operation and
appealed all to abide by the
guidelines as enshrined in it.
The Head of offices also
shared their problem on
sending aged people out of
the district headquarter,
requisitioning of entire staffs
of departments that require
timely feedbacks to govt. etc.

A Correspondent,

Biswanath

Chariali, Nov 16: Moheswar Bora
memorial meeting was held at

Elogn /nn
Madhupur village of Jamugurihat on
November 14. Notably, Maheswar
Borawas a noted scholar of Sankari

Roleof creativeliteraturehighlighted Shwasti Sarma’'sbook released

SIPAJHAR, Nov 16 : "Only crestive
literature attracts the attention of seri-
ousreaders.Thisisthe great relevance
of cretive literature " Said, Prominent
folklore Research Scholarand retired
professor of Mangaldai college Dr Dr
Bijoy Kumar Sarma. Dr Sarmahasre-
leased a book of Shwasti Sarmatitled
Asomiya Prabad, Prabasan Aaru

Phakara Jojana at a function held at
Mangaldai Press club under the presi-
dent ship of Dr RamaK antaBora, promi-
nent poet. Releasing the book he has
stressed on the need of the proper use
of words in literature. Addressing the
function Dr PabitraKumar Sarma, sec-
retary of Udalguri district committee of
Assam Sahitya sabha said that books

are the source of happiness for both
individualsand society and only it can
provideimmortdity. Hiren Saikia, essay-
ist was attended as distinguished
guest. The guest of honor of the func-
tionincludes Sailendrakumar Rgibang,
President of Darrang district commit-
tee of Assam Sahitya sabha, Barada
Saikia, Vice president of Darrang dis-

trict committee of Assam Sahityasabha,
DwipendraNarayan Konwar,Secretary
of the regional office of the Assam
Sahitya sabha, Abdul Khalek, presi-
dent, Mangaldai press Club, pankhi
kajal KayasthaPresident of Darrang
district Kabi Sanmilan, Mukut Raj
Sarma secretary of Mangaldai press
Club, PrafullaSarma, Associated Pro-

fessor, Majbat college,Munindra
Baishya, essayist, Nila Kanta Bora,
Head master, Sipajhar Academy, Binu
Saikia, Head Mistress, Kalaigaon
Adarsha High school, Kulsum Bibi,
writer and GhanaHazarika, Associated
Professor, Tangla college. Dipanjali
Saharia enthralled the audience pre-
senting a Bargest.

Sanskriti of Jamugurihat who died on
October 26 last year. To commemo-
rate his first death anniversary, his
journalist son Joon Bora has orga-
nized a spell of competitionsinclud-
ing Ghosa, modern song, modern
Assamese dance, blind hit, music
chair, rope pulling, kabadi etc
amongst children in association with
Madhupur Mahila Gaon Unnayan
Samiti of Madhupur, Jamugurihat.
Theday-long programme began with
aperformanceof Borgeet by Rinkimoni
Bora which was followed by a
Maheswar Bora memorial meeting,
Ratneswar Bora, president of
Madhupur Gaon Unnayan Committee.
Attending the meeting as an ap-
pointed speaker Ratan Rajbanshi, sec-
retary of Sonitpur district Moina
Perijat delivered amotivationa speech
for children. Herecalled the contribu-
tions of Late Bora and appedled the
gathering to follow the way of
Maheswar Bora to preserve and in-
culcate Sankari Sanskriti. Themeseting
wasal so attended by PhaninraBaruah,
president of Naduar press club, jour-
nalist Rgjmoni Bhuyan, Prem Kanta
Saikia, Chintamoni Hazarika, Sailen
Boraalong with others. Joon Boraof-
fered avote of thanks while Subarna
Boraanchored in the meeting.
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IsSars-Cov-2 a
super powered virus?

A recent study showed declining antibodies in more than
350,000 people, leading to headlines that immunity wanes rap-
idly just months after infection.The next day, another study con-
cluded the opposite: in more than 30,000 patientsin New York
City, the majority showed high levels of 1gG antibodies, which
are the type of antibodies that typically neutralise Sars-Cov-2,
thevirusthat causes Covid-19. Naturally thisisvery confusing.
Is Sars-Cov-2 a superpowered virus that can subvert the im-
mune systems that protect us so effectively against many other
pathogens? Can people who have recovered from Covid-19 ex-
pect to have long-lasting protective immunity or not?The good
news is that we are unlikely to be reinfected with Sars-Cov-2
repeatedly until it eventually wipesus all out. Most of the evi-
dencein both Covid-19 patients and animal models shows that
the immune response to this is quite typica for an acute viral
infection. Initially, the body ramps up high levels of 1gG anti-
bodies, but after the infection is cleared, those antibodies drop
toabaselinelevel, which may be below the limit of detection of
some serological tests. Antibodies are produced by B-cells, a
specialised type of immune cell that recognises a specific anti-
gen, or viral target. When an infection is cleared, B-cells pro-
ducing antibodies convert from being plasma cells, which are
specialised to pump out massive quantities of Sars-Cov-2-spe-
cific antibodies, to being memory B-cells. These cells produce
lower levelsof 1gG antibody; but, importantly they persistinthe
body for years. If they are re-exposed to Sars-Cov-2, they rap-
idly convert to plasma cells and begin producing high levels of
antibody again.There is no indication that most Covid-19 pa-
tientsare not devel oping immune memory, and animal s experi-
mentally infected with Sars-Cov-2 are protected against
rechallenge with high doses of virus. Most people who recover
from Covid-19 have detectable neutralising antibodies months
after infection. This suggests that Sars-Cov-2 infection does pro-
duce an immune response that is protective, at least for severd
months. To determine how long thisprotection lasts, unfortunately,
we have no choice but to wait. Sars-Cov-2 hasbeen circulating in
the human population for less than a year, and there is no way to
study immune durability other than to wait and see.Furthermore,
antibodiesare not the only important part of theimmune system. T-
cellsarealso akey component to theimmune response. They come
intwoflavours. hel per T-cdlls, which coordinateimmune responses
and facilitateimmunological memory, andkiller T-cdlls, which kil
infected cells. Previous studies have shown that Sars-Cov-2 infec-
tion induces robust T-cell responses.Interestingly, some people
who havenever had Covid-19 havememory T-cellsfrom prior com-
mon-cold coronavirusinfectionsthat cross-react with Sars-Cov-2,
suggesting that there may be some existing protection in the popu-
lation . It's important to note that the role of T-cdlls in protecting
againgt Sars-Cov-2 islargely unknown and thisisan active areaof
research. T-cells aone are unlikely to provide complete immune
protection, but they are akey contributor to immune memory, and
illustrate that antibody levels alone do not tell the full story of
protective immunity. The responses of these cells further under-
scorethat Sars-Cov-2 isnot an anomal ousvirus capable of miracu-
lous feats of immune evasion. Sars-Cov-2 can certainly suppress
some antiviral responses, which is probably how it causes severe
Covid-19in some people, but it isnot invulnerable to our immune
defences.While there have been some reported cases of reinfec-
tion, there is currently no evidence that thisis common. It isalso
possiblethat reinfectionin peoplewith partial immunity may result
in milder disease, although that is still an untested hypothesis.
There needs to be more research into reinfection to understand
how common it is, but we should not regard it as evidence that
immunity is useless and there is no hope for preventing Sars-
Cov-2inthefuture.On the contrary, there are promising findings
inanimal studiesand clinical trialsthat candidate vaccines dlicit
antibody levels equivalent to recovering patients with the high-
est levels of antibodies and these antibodies endure. Thisistrue
of the Pfizer vaccine that was recently announced to be protec-
tiveagainst symptomatic Covid-19 cases after aninterimanalysis
of the phase 3tria data. This suggeststhat vaccines may provide
more potent, durable protection than natural infection.Our search
for functional immunity to Sars-Cov-2 islessabiologica quan-
dary than a psychological one. To explain the widespread trans-
mission and death, the chronic debilitating illness that has re-
sulted in many Covid-19 patients who have cleared the infec-
tion but not recovered from the disease, and the severe disrup-
tionto our everyday lives, itistempting to think that thevirusis
asingular pathogen thelikes of which we have not seen before.ln
reality, it isour inadequate policies and lack of evidence-based
public health strategy that has gotten us to where we are today
inthe US, the UK and most of therest of Europe.

Voter suppression couldn't happen in
the UK, could 1t? Don't beso sure...

h

The corruption of the American
right is seen at its most decadent
inthedisenfranchisement of black
and poor citizens and the refusal to ac-
cept defeat when voter suppression fails.
If you think it could not happen here,
consider the fate of Britain's "indepen-
dent" Electora Commission that once
kept politicsclean. The Conservativesare
inthe processof either neutering or abol-
ishing it. They are bringing voter sup-
pressiontothe UK and making it clear to
anyone who takes notice that the right,
with its overwhelming financial advan-
tages, wants minimal controls of big
money and the poalitical propaganda it
buys. Few take notice. The corruption
of poaliticsis the strangest thing: an un-
noticed outrage. It's not that it's an offi-
cial secret. It'sjust that few seemto care.
One day, welll look back at today's ob-
scure manoeuvresin esoteric committees
and ask why more did not protest when
protesting might have made a
difference.The secret history of the rig-
ging of the system begins with Michael
Gove showing a suspiciously keen in-
terest in the workings of the Speaker's
Committee onthe Electoral Commission.
Despite Covid-19 raging, the economy

shrinking and the Brexit debacle loom-
ing, Gove finds the time to attend what
ought to be the dullest deliberations in
Westminster. A healthy democracy seeks
compromise and does not allow one
party to set therules. The Speaker's Com-
mittee is not a healthy body. It has a
Conservative majority that can override
all other parties. The Conservative lead-
ership hasfilled it with Tory MPs with
grudges against electoral regulation.
Alongside Goveis Craig
Mackinlay, who was

Nick Cohen

Speaker's Committee meetsin secret asif
it wereacabad inadictatorship rather than
aregulatory body for ademocracy. After
itslast meeting on 30 September, the Con-
servatives decided secrets weren't secret
whenit suited their interests. They leaked
totheir friends on the Telegraph that they
had denied Sir John Holmesasecond term
asElectoral Commission chairman.They
had acase against Holmes. He broke pub-
lic service impartiaity when he said he
"regret[ted] theresult” of the 2016 Brexit
referendum. But the Tory reaction is out
of al proportion to the offence. Grateful
Conservatives have used Holmess blun-
der as an excuse to restrict democracy.
They announced in another leak to the
Telegraph (which receives so many leaks
itisin danger of becoming aTory urinal)
that they were"touting" Timothy Straker
QC to succeed Holmes. The leaking of
Straker's name had a strategic purpose.
As they have done by announcing their
favoured candidate for BBC chair, the
Conservatives were signalling to better
qualified men and women that it was a
waste of time applying for ajob that may
well be sewn up. Like voter suppression,
candidate suppression is becoming a
favourite  rightwing
tactic. Tokeegpthecommis-

cleared of knowingly falsifying election
expensesin 2019. Hiscampaign manager
received a nine-month suspended sen-
tence for dishonestly preparing election
returns, however, and the experience | eft
the MPfor South Thanet full of self-pity-
ing resentment. "'l can't even begin to re-
late, inwords, theindignity of beinginthe
dock, behind glassin court 7 of Southwark
crown court,” he lamented.Karl
McCartney, the Conservative MPfor Lin-
coln, joins Gove and Mackinlay. The
Crown Prosecution Service cleared him of
electoral impropriety in 2017. He, too,
couldn't takeinvestigation onthechinand
complained he was a victim of an Elec-
toral Commission "witch hunt". The

sion in line while they wait to put their
manin charge, the Conservativesare bat-
tering it with threats. AmandaMilling, co-
chair of the Tory party, said the govern-
ment wanted either abolition or wholesde
change. She showed how blase she was
about political corruption when she said
Companies House could monitor dona-
tionsto partiesinstead. CompaniesHouse
isalibrary, not apoliceforce. Every crooked
business and money-laundering racket
can useits shell companies becauseit has
neither the power nor the ability to stop
fraud. Asking Companies Houseto police
corruption in Westminster is like asking
the British Library to investigate murders
in the Euston Road.A staple tactic of the

American right is to make needless de-
mands that voters produce photographic
ID. Impersonating votersisavirtually un-
known crime because a bent politician
would need to persuade thousands of ac-
complices to flood polling stations to be
sureof victory. Itis, however, an excellent
way to suppress turnout. Instead of being
appalled, British Conservatives are in-
spired by the prospect of disenfranchis-
ing poor and ethnic minority citizenswho
are likely to vote Labour. They are push-
ing through with demandsthat UK voters
producel D, eventhoughin 2019therewere
only 34 alegations of "personation” fraud
at thepolling gation, 0.000058% of the58m
votescastinall elections. At thelast count,
3.5 million citizens did not have accessto
photo 1D or a passport or driving licence
and an estimated 1.3 million peopledid not
even have a bank account. With fewer of
the poor ableto vote, Tories can lobby the
Boundary Commission to givethe poorer
regions of Britain fewer seats. Theintimi-
dated Electoral Commission justified go-
ing aong with voter suppression by main-
taining that demanding ID had a"positive
impact on peopl€'s perception of the secu-
rity of the polling station process'. Ah"per-
ception”, what crimesare committed inthy
name. It'snot that thereisred fraud. Only
that the Conservatives have created the
"perception” of fraud and because of that
false perception the franchise must be
denied.We ought to be remaking election
law to protect againgt foreign interference
and plutocrats funding online campaigns.
In the 2019 election, 88 groups spent
£2,711,452 on propaganda on Facebook
without vatershaving theright toknow where
themoney camefrom. TheTories, it appears,
arehappy withthat. They will makeit easier
for dark money to influence palitics and
harder for poor people to vote. | long ago
gave up trying to understand why some
scandas make the news "agenda’ while
othersareignored. But still it'sworth ask-
ing: why isn't thisa story?

OPEC's got to play the coronavirus
waiting game ahead of crucial meetings

T he Organi zation of Petroleum Ex
porting Countries and its allies
meet at the end of the month to
decide the future of their record output
cuts that helped put a floor under oil
prices. Hopes had been high they could
easetheir restraint, but headwindsto the
recovery in oil demand and rising pro-
duction from countries outside their con-
trol mean they'll have to wait.Under the
deal reached over several days of frac-
tious meetings in April, the 23 OPEC+
countries agreed to reduce production
by aninitial 9.7 million barrelsaday be-
fore tapering those cuts in two steps.
The first easing of the cuts, originally
scheduled for July, was pushed back to
August. Now the second one, due at the
start of January, will almost certainly be
deferred.Compliance with the deal has
been remarkably good, due in no small
measure to the determination of Saudi
Energy Minister Prince Abdulaziz bin
Salmanto hold everyone'sfeet to thefire.
He's publicly called out those who have
fallen short, demanding they make up for
any lapses. Some countries, like Iraq,
have struggled to deliver the compensa-
tory cuts, but they've probably made

.. e
moreof an effort thanks
to the Saudi

ULIAN LEE

caJId be forgiven for
thinking Russia's get-

spotlight.The one non-OPEC country
that has escaped reprimand is Russia,
even though it has, on average, pumped
nearly 100,000 barrels a day more than
its target since May. The transgression
may be small in percentage terms - the
country'sinitial output cut wasjust over
2.5 million barrels aday - but its over-
production is the second largest in vol-
ume terms among the whole group. You

ting special treatment as such an impor-
tant new ally.OPEC'smembershavebeen
better at meeting their obligationsand it
istheir over-compliance - led by Saudi
Arabia- that has hel ped the wider group
to beat itstarget in each of the past three
months.The pandemic's persistence
meansthe producers can't relax just yet.
Qil demand hasn't recovered asfully, or
as rapidly, as they'd hoped. The

Macron and many of his supporters are also
misled by ideological dogma

French President Emmanuel Macron seems
aworried man. Hefirst proposedtoreform Idam
aong Frenchlines. Then after theviciouskilling
of aschoolteacher by aMudim teenager, he ex-
tended France's support to caricatures of the
Prophet that most Muslims see as
blasphemous.Many Muslim countries erupted
in protest. Criticism al so appeared in the British
and American press. Macron now claimshewas
misinterpreted, clarifying in an interview to Al
Jazeera that he was defending “the freedom to
ek, towrite, tothink, todraw.” Hewrotetothe
Financia Times this week to denounce “ media
articleshat divide us.” The newspaper removed
an article to which Macron objected from its
website Neverthel ess, the damage hasbeen done
— and not just to the principle of free expres-
sion. Two of the loudest voices against Macron
— Pakigani PrimeMinister Imran Khanand Turk-
ish president Recep Tayyip Erdogan — have
exploited Macron’s misstepsto deflect attention
fromtheir domestic excessesandfailures. There
hasbeen moreterrorist violence, in France, Aus-
tria and now Saudi Arabia.German Chancellor
Angela Merkd struck the right note at a video
conference of European |eaders this week; she
cautioned against talk of civilizational clash be-
tween Idam and the West, and chose to focus

onhow “our democratic social model” could dedl
withterrorism.Certainly, itisonething to defend
freedom of expression— anobligation of dl demo-
craticleaders. Itisquiteanother to deploy awhole
nation behind a particular expression of that
freedom.In one striking instance of rising
maj oritarian sentiment against an aready dien-
ated minority, high schools across France plan
to circulate booklets with degrading images of
the Prophet in order to affirm “the values of the
Republic.” Part of the blame for this unfolding
disaster must lie on Macron's increasingly des-

peratewishtobet his - PANK A J

expliditly anti-ldamrivd

contradiction that bedevils its advocacy of free
speech.A perplexed Mudimtoday may well won-
der why calumnies against the Prophet and Is-
lam should becomethetrue test of aheavily and
frequently compromised principle. Determinedto
resolve once and for all the “crisis’ of Idam,
Macron and many of his supporters assume that
theright to offend the devout isan essential step
inmankind's passagefrom religious superstition
to secular enlightenment. The historical evidence
for this belief may seem strong in the case of
France, which in the late 18th century began to

M SH RA  defineitsmoderniden-

tity against a powerful

Marine le Pen at her own game in presidential
eections due in 2022.But Macron and many of
his supporters are also misled by ideological
dogma. Much has happened in recent decades,
from the rise of Idamophobic troll factories in
Indiato recrudescent anti-Semitismin Europeand
Facebook-created “ bubbles’ inthe U.S., to com-
plicate the quasi-religiousfaith that free expres-
sion is an absolute value, an unambiguous sign
of moral and political progress.France's close
neighbor Germany hasbeen criminalizing defa-
matory “fake news’ and cracking down on so-
cia mediacompanies. Franceitself hasdeclared
the denia of the Holocaust to be a crime — a

and oppressive church.But the country now has
asubgtantial non-Christian minority, largely from
theMudlim countriesit once brutally colonized,
andit seemshighly unlikely that Macron or any-
one else can manage to offend this historically
humiliated populationinto an Enlightenment.As
Le Monde reported, Macron sneered during a
cabinet meeting at American “ multiculturdism,”

caling it a“form of defeatist thought.” In fact,
thereismuch he can learnfrom the United States,
the impregnable bastion of free speech.The “N”

word, indissolubly linked to centuries of davery,
was once fredy deployed across the U.S. Only
the most bigoted white supremacist today will

claim that the banishing of such free speech from
publiclifeisablow to freedom. TheFirst Amend-
ment didn’t have to be cancelled in order to stig-
matize such offensive discourse. Rather, anti-rac-
ist activists crested broad socia acceptance for
their moral conviction-that the dignity of a once
systematically degraded people be respected.
Contemptuous of America's experience, Macron
couldat least |ook to SimoneWell, therare French
thinker to take into account the presence of her
country’scolonia subjectsand to understand that
18th-century articles of faith cannot remain the
sole guide to human co-existence.Examining
France' scatastrophic political and moral collapse
inthelate1930sand early 1940s, Well cametosee
duties and obligations rather than rights as the
basis of an irrevocably mixed society. For her,
wordslike“l havetheright” evokea*latent war
and awaken the spirit of contention.” AsWeil saw
it, “to place the notion of rights at the center of
socid conflictsisto inhibit any possibleimpulse
of charity on both sides.” The spirit of contention,
grown nasty, even lethd, is ravaging societies
around theworld today whiletheimpul seto char-
ity grows ever more feehle. Macron can do alot
more to squash theimpression that insulting the
core beliefs of nearly 2 billion Mudimsiswhat
will sustain the core beliefs of French people.

coronavirus's second wave has led to
renewed travel restrictions in Europe
and may trigger similar moves in the
U.S. Even in Asia, where the recovery
isseen asstronger, traffic levelsremain
significantly below year-ago levels in
many cities, according to figures from
TomTom Traffic Index.Even though oil
demand in both China and India has
topped year-ago levels, the picture for
crude suppliers remains shaky. In its
latest monthly report published on
Thursday, the International Energy
Agency noted that whilerefinersinAsia
are expected to be operating next year
at close to 2019 levels, processing in
the Atlantic Basin (mostly Europe and
the Americas) will remain at its lowest
level for two decades.And it'srefiners,
not motorists, who are the oil produc-
ers customers. Russiaand Nigeria, most
exposed among the OPEC+ membersto
the Atlantic market, have alot to worry
about.It's little surprise, then, that the
OPEC+ group is getting concerned.
More than athird of the surgein crude
prices that followed Monday's vaccine
announcement had been given up by
FridayEven if all the vaccines being
tested are as effective asthe Pfizer Inc.
and BioNTech SE shot - and let's hope
they are - it will still be many months
before enough people have been inocu-
lated to alter the pandemic's path sig-
nificantly. Until then, thetypes of restric-
tions that have slashed oil demand this
year remain key toolsto slow thevirus's
spread. That's a problem for producers.
Their second big headache, as | men-
tioned last week, isrising supply. Libya,
not shackled by the OPEC+ agreement,
is restoring production much more
quickly than many anticipated after a
devastating civil war. Production on Fri-
day reached 1.145 million barrels, upfrom
thejust 90,000 barrelsaday it was pump-
ing in September. Now that rival factions
in the North African country reached a
preliminary agreement with a goal of
holding electionswithin 18 months, there
are hopes this peace deal, and the ail
production that goes with it, will
last.Sufficeit to say that OPEC+ oil min-
isters can't afford to relax their output
restraint in January. They're unlikely to
try to agree to deepen the cuts - that
would open too many argumentsat atime
when they need to show unity and clar-
ity of purpose. Their only realistic op-
tionisto delay thetapering of cuts, with
the only real question they have to an-
swer: For how long? Covid continuesto
provide a magjor impetus for this often
quarrelsome group to show an unusu-
aly united front.
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'‘Long Covid' causing organ impair ments
In 70% of |OW-I‘ISk patlents, says UK study

New Delhi, November 16 :
Almost 70 per cent of 'low- |
risk' Covid-19 patients have &
impairment in one or more
organs four months after &
initial symptoms of SARS-
CoV-2infection, according to
anew study fromtheUK.Ina |
paper, which isyet to be peer
reviewed, researchers from
Oxford University Hospitals, :

Mayo Clinic Healthcare and the Un|verS|ty CoIIege
London, among others looked at 201 Covid patientsin
the UK with a mean age of 44 after they had recovered
from the infection.Among the participants in the study,
prevalence of pre-existing conditions such as obesity,
hypertension, diabetes and heart disease was low. Only
18 per cent of individuals in the study had been
hospitalised with Covid.While there have been reports
of people suffering from symptomslikefatigue and brain
fog after recovering from Covid infections, the
researchers claim that the study is the first to evaluate
medium-term impairment across multiple organs
following SARS-CoV-2 infection.The study has
implicationsfor the burden of long Covid - which refers
to the long-term consequences of coronavirus infection
- in the younger population.So far, public health
approaches have assumed low risk in young peoplewith
no comorbidities and focussed on protecting older
adultswho are at increased risk of death from Covid.The
study shows that symptoms and blood tests did not give
any clues about which patientswere morelikely to suffer
from organ impairment.Heart and lung impairment were
just asprevalent in low-risk individualswith long Covid
as the older counterparts. Fatigue, shortness of breath,
muscle pain, headache and joint pain are some of the
symptomsthat the team found were morelikely to persist
four months after Covid infection."The good news is
that theimpairment ismild, but even with aconservative
lens, there is some impairment, and in 25% of peopleit
affectstwo or more organs," Amitava Banerjee, associate

India to carry out multiple
launches of BranMos
supersonic cruise missles
by November-end

New Ddhi, November 16: Amld the ong0| ng tensions
with Ching, India is al set to showcase the massive
firepower of the BrahMos supersonic cruise missile by
the month-end as the three defence forces would carry
out multiple firings of the Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO) developed missile
systeminthelndian Ocean Regioninthelast week of this
month.The BrahMos supersonic cruise missile is the
world sfastest operational systeminitsclassand recently
DRDO has extended therange of the missile system from
theexisting 298 kmto around 450 km.The defence services
are scheduled to carry out multiple test-firings of the
BrahMosin the last week of November against different
targetsin the Indian Ocean Region. Thetestswould help
the defence services to further improve the performance
of the missile system, government sourcestold Inthelast
two months, DRDO has been successful in testing both
new and existing missile systems including the Shaurya
missile system which can hit targets at over 800 km and
technol ogy demonstration vehiclesfor hypersonic missile
technology.Recently, the Indian Air Force had flown its
Sukhoi-30 aircraft from the Halwaraairbasein Punjab and
launched the BrahM os supersonic cruise missile at an old
warship acting asitstarget in the Bay of Bengal area. The
air-launched version of the missile has been used to equip
asguadron of theAir Forcein Thanjavur in Tamil Nadu.The
BrahM os-equi pped aircraft from the squadron were also
deployed close to the Northern borders soon after the
conflict with Chinahad started and 20 Indian soldierslost
their livesinthe Galwan valey inaclashwith the Chinese
Army.In October, thelndian Navy had also carried out the
test firing of the Brahmos missile from its warship INS
Chennai to showcase its capability to strike targets at
rangesmorethan 400 kmin high sess.

professor at University College
London and one of the authors
of the story told ."This is of
. interest because we need to know
| if [the impairments] continue or
| improve- or if thereisasubgroup
of people who could get worse,"
he added.The researchers
emphasise the need for further
| multi-organ assessment,
| including blood and imaging
analysis in the Cowd context, so that long Covid can be
properly defined."As the search for effective Covid-19
vaccines and treatments continues, potential and real long-
term multi-organ consequences of SARS-CoV-2 infection
in low-risk individuals reinforce the central importance of
minimising infection through social distancing, wearing
of masks, physical isolation and other population-level
measures,” the researchers wrote in the study.In India,
researchers from the Council of Scientific and Industrial
Research (CSIR)'s Institute of Genomics and Integrative
Biology in New Delhi are currently recruiting participants
for studying long Covid.

SCissuesnaticetoUP govt onKeralajournalist's

| nventor s design high-tech
helmets for Covid protection

Washington, November 16: For the
past two monthsinventor Yezin Al-
Qaysi has been riding the Toronto
subway in Canada wearing a huge
black "mad helmet".The hazmat
(hazardous materials) helmet
completely encloses his head and
upper torso, and has a visor that
extends all the way down to his
chest.On the back is a battery-
powered fan and filter respirator
system that purifies air that is
sucked in, and pushes "stale" air
out.Looking like adystopian figure
straight out of an apocalyptic movie,
the 32-year-old unsurprisingly gets
some strong reactions.” Somebody
screamed: 'Where did you get that!"
and many people approach me out
of curiosity," he says."Others are
amazed.. They certainly don't laugh,
but even if they do, | cannot see
their mouths because everyone is
wearing masks."Mr Al-Qaysi isone
of a number of designers and
entrepreneurs around theworld who
have rushed to release hazmat, or
PAPR (powered air purifying
respirator), helmetsthisyear, aimed
at people looking for more
protection against coronavirusthan
just wearing afacemask.Hisiscdled
theBioVYZR, and thebattery issaid
to last for up to 12 hours. The
Canadian says that his business -
VZY R Technologies- now hassales
inthe "tens of thousands" mark.US
Navy veteran Chris Ehlinger, is
another hazmat helmet
creator." These helmets in a sense
psychologically prepare us for the
future destiny of our species,” says
the 35-year-old.His company,
Valhalla Medical Design, based in
Austin, Texas, has launched a
product called NE-1, which looks
similar to a motorcycle helmet. In
addition to a powered air filtration
system, it hasinternal and external
microphones and speakers, so that
thewearer can more easily speak to
people around him or her.Michael

Hall, whosefirm sellsaPAPR helmet
called Air, believes they will be
popular in the longer term with
people concerned about bad air
quality.His company, Utah-based
Hall Labs, saysit has sold 3,000 so
far. It is also now working on more
high-tech versions, where the visor
turnsinto ascreen on which the user
can watch videos."And for airline
travel we'll be able to create a
segment [with hemetsthat work] like
noise-cancelling headphones,"
saysthe 44-year-old. "Wethink that
there's a market for that kind of
serenity."Natasha Duwin, whose
Florida-based firm Octo Safety
Devices makesface masks, saysshe
can see the appeal.image
captionNatasha Duwin, pictured
with business partner Tobias
Franoszek, says that a proper
respirator mask would work aswell
asahelmet for most peopl€"Helmets
have the advantage that they show
people's faces," she says. "You can
see smiles and human expressions,
and have a very strong sense of
security."Yet because each one of
these helmets depends on at least
two filtration systems, batteries, and
[other thingg], all these items can
break down. Andif only one of them
breaks down, you are in serious
trouble." She also cautions that the
helmets will need to be thoroughly
cleaned before each use.Ms Duwin
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says that for most people, al they
need isafitted, respirator mask that
meets the certified quality standard
in that country. Respirator masks
haveinbuilt filters, and both fit more
tightly, and work more effectively,
than simple fabric face masks.The
abovethree helmetscost intherange
of $149-$379 (£113-£288), but none
has yet to receive certification.
However, each of thethreefirmssay
they are nearing the final stages of
the process.Dr Suzanne Pham,
medical director of the Covid-19
response team at Weiss Memorial
Hospital in Chicago, says: "It
remains to be seen if these
fascinating helmets effectively battle
Covid, as currently there is not
enough research behind them.Dr
Pham is also concerned that the
helmets could lead to a societal
division. "It will create a split in
society between those who can
afford something that seemingly
might protect them more, and those
who cannot."And with those who
cannot being left feeling like, 'Oh, am
| being under-protected by wearing
just asurgical mask?"However, she
doesthink that the helmets will sell
well, asmuch for the confidencethey
give the wearer as the actual
protection they offer. "After al, the
pandemic has been first and
foremost medical, but also
psychological, absolutely."

Kanpur man returnshome

arrest but sayspleacould besenttoHC

New Delhi, November 16 : The
Supreme Court Monday issued
notice to the Uttar Pradesh
government asking for its responses
on a plea seeking the release of
arrested journalist Siddique
Kappan.A bench led by Chief Justice
of India S.A. Bobde also sought the
Uttar Pradesh Police's response on
Kappan's plea.However, it asked the
petitioners why they had not
approached the high court first and
also noted that the petition could still
be sent to the high court after the
responses are filed. The matter will
be next heard on 20 November.
Kappan, who is from Kerala, was
arrested on 5 October when he was
on his way to Hathras to report on
the alleged gang rape and murder of
a20-year-old Dalit woman.Thepolice
had initially arrested Kappan, along
with three others, under Section 151
of the Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC)
on the suspicion that they may
commit some cognisable
offence.However, they were later
booked on charges of sedition under
Section 124A of thendian Penal Code
and various other offences, including
that of raising funds for terrorism.
Section 14 and 17 of the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act and
various other offences under the
Information Technology Act were
also added against them.Following
Kappan's arrest, the Kerala Union of
Working Journalists (KUWJ) filed a
habeas corpus petition challenging
Kappan's custody, arguing that the
arrest was illegal and
unconstitutional. It has contended

that Kappan's detention violates his
fundamental rightsunder Articles 14,
19 and 21 of the Constitution.On 12
October, a bench headed by CJI
Bobde had expressed disinclination
to entertain the petition and had
nudged senior advocate Kapil Sibal,
appearing for KUWJ, to approach the
high court instead.The bench had
then listed the matter after four weeks,
and had also refused to issue notice
to the UP government. The court had
also asked KUWJ to amend the
petition to incorporate the
subsequent developments in the
case.Meanwhile, KUWJ filed an
interim application last week seeking
permission for regular video
conference meetings between
Kappan and hisfamily membersand
lawyers. Thisapplication claimed that
when KUWJ's lawyers went to
Mathura, where Kappan is currently
lodged, to meet him for more

information on the case, the Mathura
chief judicial magistrate denied
permission for that.The plea has
further sought orders asking the jail
authorities to allow Kappan to sign
the vakalathama that authorises his
legal representative, Wills Mathews,
toact on hisbehalf." The petitioner is
left with no other aternative... as
neither applicantsnor their lawyer are
allowed to meet the accused for
conference and for getting the
vakalatnamasigned," the application
said.During the hearing Monday,
Sibal informed the court that the
magistrate in Mathura did not allow
Kappan to meet his lawyers or his
family. But the bench asked the
petitioners why they could not go to
the high court instead.To this, Sibal
emphasised that they cannot go to
the high court asKappan isnot being
allowed to meet anyone. He also
pointed out that his advocate has
alsofiled an affidavit saying he could
not meet Kappan in jail.While the
bench issued the notices, it added,
"We might still send you to HC."

after spending 8 year sin Pakigtan
jail on espionagecharges

New Delhi, November 16: A smiling Shamsuddin met
his sobbing daughters, and his sister lost
consciousness briefly seeing the 70-year-old after such
alongtime. TherewasaDiwali-like atmospherein the
entire locality where he lived. Shamsuddin, jailed in
Pakistan on espionage charges, was waiting for eight
years to meet his family. That wait finally came to an
end on Sunday when the 70-year-old was brought back
by authoritiesto his native place near Kanpur in Uttar
Pradesh.A smiling Shamsuddin met his sobbing
daughters, and his sister lost consciousness briefly
seeing the 70-year-old after such along time. There
was a Diwali-like atmosphere in the entire locality
where he lived.Shamsuddin had reached Indiaviathe
Attari-Wagah border on October 26, but was serving
the required quarantine period in Amritsar amid the
Covid-19 outbreak.The Uttar Pradesh Police reached
Kanpur with Shamsuddin at 9:45 am and handed him
over to the family members after initial paperwork." For
us, this Diwali has become memorable. My daughter
was also born on Diwali... Her prayersare over," HT's
sister website Live Hindustan quoted Shamshuddin
as saying.A shoemaker by profession, Shamsuddin
was arrested in Pakistanin 2012. He spent eight long
years in Pakistani prison after been convicted for
espionage charge.He was also charged with
possessing a fake passport.

Himachal: 7 Killed After Vehicle Falls In Khud

Spiti, November 16: PrimeMinister Narendra
Modi on Monday expressed grief over theroad
accident in Himachal Pradesh's Mandi district
in which seven people lost their lives. Seven
people were killed when a vehicle in which
they weretraveling fell into khud police said.
A person was also injured after the Mahindra
pickup fell into Suketi Khud at Pulghrat near
Mandi at around 2.30 am, they said. Six people
died on the spot, while two injured were taken
to a zonal hosp|tal Where one of them

No chance of lockdown, 3rd Covid wave has
already peaked in Delhi, says Satyendar Jain

New Delhi, November 16: Delhi Hedlth
Minister Satyendar Jain on Monday said
there is no chance of reimposition of
lockdown in the national capital since the
third wave of coronavirus has peaked out
inthe city.Talking to reporters, he said the
virus cannot be contained through
lockdown and that people should protect
themselves by wearing face masks.Delhi
haswitnessed a spurt in coronavirus cases
since October 28 when the daily rise
breached the 5,000-mark for thefirst time
and it crossed the 8,000-mark on
Wednesday.On Thursday, 104 deaths, the
highest in over five months, were recorded
inthe city.Asked whether lockdown would
be reimposed in Delhi, Jain said, "No
| cantell you that the peak of the

chance.""

outside and festive gatherings.

third waveisgone," he said.Jain'sremarks
come a day after the Centre announced a
dew of steps including making available
300 additional ICU beds, doubling the
number of daily RTPCR tests and ahouse-
to-house survey in the national capital to
check the spiralling numbers of cases in
Delhi.Union HomeMinister Amit Shah said
some of the hospitals under the municipal
corporationsof Delhi will be convertedinto
dedicated COVID hospitals. The National
Centre for Disease Control, in a report
drafted recently, had warned that Delhi
needed to be prepared for about 15,000
fresh COVID-19 cases per day, taking into
account the winter-related respiratory
problems, a large influx of patients from

succumbed to hisinjuries, the police said. The
PMO in a tweet quoting PM Modi said,
"Extremely pained after hearing the newsof a
road accident in Mandi in Himachal Pradesh.
The government is involved in relief and
rescue operations. | express my deepest
condolencesto the families of the deceased
and wish the injured well soon."President
Ram Nath Kovind al so expressed grief over
the loss of lives and wished a speedy
recovery to the injured.

Peoplevvearing facemaskscheck an off-roadvdﬂdeasthwattmdamaswtéamt
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Nitish Kumar returns as Bihar

armed with the unanimous support of all legislators of the NDA despite his
party's plummeted tally. Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) |eaders Tarkishore Prasad
and Renu Devi took oath asthe Deputy Chief Ministers of Bihar. JDU leaders
Vijay Kumar Choudhary, VijendraPrasad Yadav, Ashok Choudhary, and Mewa
Lal Choudhary take oath as Cabinet Ministers of Bihar. Santosh Kumar Suman,
son of Hindustani Awam Morcha(HAM) chief Jitan Ram Manjhi and Mukesh
Sahni of Vikasshedl Insaan Party (VIP) take oath asa Cabinet Minister of Bihar.
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leaders Mangal Pandey and Amarendra Pratap
Singh take oath as Bihar Cabinet Ministers.The 69-year-old, who has had a
continuous run since November 2005, except for the period in 2014-15 when
Jitan Ram Manjhi kept the chair warm for him, is on course to becoming the
longest-serving Chief Minister of the state, surpassing therecord of Shrikrishna
Singh who held the top post since before Independence till his death in
1961.Kumar wasfirst swornin as CM in 2000, for aterm that lasted barely a
week as hefailed to muster amajority and returned asaminister at the Centre
intheAtal Bihari Vajpayee government.Five yearslater, he returned with the
JD(U)-BJIPaliance winning amajority and upon completion of histenurere-
turned in 2010 when the coalition won a landslide victory in the assembly
polls. He stepped down in May 2014, owning moral responsibility for the
JD(U)s debacle in Lok Sabha polls, only to return in February 2015 when a
rebellious Manjhi was elbowed out.In November 2015, the assembly polls
werefought and won by the Grand Alliance which then comprised JD(U), Lalu
Prasad's RID and Congress with Kumar back asthe Chief Minister. He, how-
ever, abruptly exited thealliancein July 2017, citing irreconcil able differences
with the RID and resigned as Chief Minister only to return in less than 24
hours armed with the support of the BJP.

CM attends state level

of guiding the society aswell. Hea so gppreciated therole played by mediaperson-
nel during COV1D19 pandemic and paid tributesto thosejournaistswholaid down
their livesin the line of duty. Senior Professor and Head of Mass Communication
and Journdism Department, Tezpur University Dr. JoyaChakraborty, inher key note
address, underlined the service rendered by the mediawhile acting as the connec-
tion between the government and the governed during Coronavirus lockdown
period and stressed on the need for specific training for journaistsinfiddssuch as
hedlth reporting etc. She pointed out dipupsin communication of crucia messages
by few media houses during the pandemic situation which led to unwanted Situa
tions while also throwing light on job loss, pay cuts, ad revenue loss etc. in the
mediasector duetothe Coronavirusscare. Financia stability of journdistsmust be
ensured by the media housesfor facilitating ethica journalism, she added. Onthe
occasion of National PressDay 2020, the Chief Minister felicitated Padmashree Eli
Ahmed, veteran sports journaist Premadhar Sarma, journdists Mahesh Chandra
Medhi, Tapas Samaddar, Ranjit Kumar Sarmaand KunjaMohan Roy for their con-
tribution to the field of journalism and literature in the state. Commissioner and
Secretary of Information and Public Rel ations Department Preetom Saikiagavethe
wel comeaddressin the programmewhich wasattended by Secretary of thedepart-
ment NeeraGogoi Sonowal, Director of I nformation and Public RelationsAnupam
Choudhury and severd senior and eminent journalists of the sate.

Martyred Army soldier Haradhan

evening.Fromthe BaseHospital, Roy'smortal remainsweretakento hishomein

an ambulance at night.Roy's mortal remains wrapped in the nationa flag and
covered in flowers, reached his village Phutukibari-Medhipara under Sapatgram
PS, this morning. The Army Havildar's family was also present to pay their last
respects before the cremation.Assam Food and Civil Supplies Minister Phani
Bhushan Choudhury, Dhubri MLA Wajid Ali Choudhury and Superintendent of
Police Ananda Mishra were dl present in the funeral procession to extend their
condolencesto the family and pay tributes The martyred Army havildar's remains
arrived at the Guwahati Airport at around 5:30 pm on Sunday. L ater in the evening,
Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowad paid|ast respect to thejawan at theArmy Base
Hospital, Basisthain Guwahati.Extending his condolences, the Chief Minister dso
announced the state government would providefinancia assstanceof Rs.20lakhto
thebereaved family for hissacrifice The CM tweeted, " CM Shri @sarbanandsonwal
paid rich tributes to martyred Army jawan Hardhan Rai in Guwahati. The @adgpi
jawan from Dhubri district of Assam laid down hislifein theline of duty in J&K.
#Sdute2Sol diers' Assam's Haradhan Roy was among the 5 soldierswho made the
supremesacrificeat theLineof Control on November 13, 2020.

AASU threatens economic

Valley Reserve Forest had been encroached by Nagaand and they had also built an
RCC bridgeand el ectrified theencroached areas.Jorhat AASU generd secretary Dip
Dutta said the team had gone to boost the morae of the Assam Police but if the
government failsto push back the Nagas, then they would resort to an agitation and
if required, an economic blockade. The All Assam Student Union (AASU) thresat-
ened economic blockade if Nagaand continued with its"encroachment” activities
inAssam land. The student union reiterated that they won't budge aninch of land to
Nagdand and will keep guarding the areas from further encroachment.A team of
Jorhat AA SU membershad visted Naggjanka, the spot wherethe Nagaland admin-
igtration had set up apolicecampinsgde Dissoi Valey ReserveForest under Mariani
Range of Jorhat forest divison on November 10.Hectic deliberation followed be-
tween officids of Jorhat and Mokokchung districts with the former demanding
Nagdand to dismantle the bamboo and tarpaulin structure asit was congtructed on
the disputed land.A few years ago, the Supreme Court ruled that status quo be
maintained in the disputed areas and no state should make any congtrucion until the
issueisresolved. On November 9, Assam Police personnel dismantled atemporary
structure which was reportedly constructed by the Mokokchung district
adminigtration.Just two days aftere dismantling of that structure, the Nagaland ad-
ministration set up anothr camp at aplace about 200 metresaway onahillock which
could house 25 people and had a separate room for rations.The AASU unit flayed
the Assam government for itsfailure to protect the state's land and criticised chief
minister Sarbananda Sonowa, who isa so in charge of the home department.

PM Modi to attend virtual

theannual summit of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) on Novem-
ber 10." At theinvitation of President Putin, PrimeMinister NarendraModi will
be attending the 12th BRICS Summit hosted by Russia, under the theme'Glo-
bal Stability, Shared Security and Innovative Growth' on November 17," the
Ministry of External Affairs(MEA) saidinastatement. The BRICSisknown as
aninfluential Bloc that represents over 3.6 hillion people, or haf of theworld's
population. The BRICS countries have a combined GDP of USD 16.6
trillion.BRICS should jointly deal with the challenges of COVID-19 pandemic:
Chinese FM Wang YiThe MEA said the leaders would be discussing intra-
BRICS cooperation and key issuesin the global context, including the reform
of the multilateral system, measures to mitigate the impact of the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic, cooperation in counter-terrorism, trade, health, energy
and people-to-peopleexchanges."Indiawill betaking over thechair of the BRICS,
which would be the third BRICS Presidency for Indiasinceitsinception (after
2012 and 2016) and will host the 13th BRICS summitin2021," the MEA said.

Kamrup (M) Administration

boats and ferries during puja, but to maintain proper rescue boatsin case of a
probable mishap.7. APDCL and the Chhath puja committees have been asked
to provide proper unhindered lighting during the celebration.8. No extensive
decoration or pandals have been allowed on the sites.9. The district adminis-
tration has also restricted the use of plastics and thermocol and asked the
committeesto cooperate with GMC in cleaning the puja sites after therituals
areover.10. Every Chhath pujasiteisto mandatorily have medical profession-
alsand ambulancesready for an emergency. The health department isasked to
providethe needful. Thisyear Chhath pujawill beheld at Brahmaputrariverfront
(Uzan Bazar to Bharalumukh), Sunsali, Pandu ghat, Maligoan Railway stadium,
Birubari fishery, Basistha, Lalmati, Khanapara Farmgate, Hatigoan, Jyotikuchi,
Narengi, Pathar Quarry, Narengi, Azara, and Chandrapur.

Around 300 terrorists present

BSFIG onbeing askedif hehasany messagefor theinternational community over
multiple ceasefireviol ationsby Pakistan on November 13.Earlier on November 13,
threeIndian soldierswerekilled at two separatelocationsin Jammu and Kashmir
whilefailinginfiltration bids by Pakistan-backed terrorists and ceasefireviola-
tions by thetroops of the neighbouring country. Two soldierswerekilled inthe
Uri sector whileonewaskilled inthe Gurez sector, Army sourcessaid.

National Press Day cdebrated
at Karbl PeoplesHall

TATIONALBRESS DAY GELEBRATION:

= Org. by District Press Club of Karhi An"ong
by In C“aborahrﬁth D.lPﬂFu‘
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DI PHU November 16 Natlonal Press Day Wascelebrated by D|str|ct Pre&

Club of Karbi Anglong (DPCKA) at Karbi People’sHall, Taralangso here on
Monday to commemorate the establishment of the Press Council of India
whichwasformed in post Independencein 1966. DPCK A and District Informa-
tion Public Relation Officer (DIPRO), Diphu have jointly celebrated the day.
The theme of the celebration was ‘ Role of Media during Covid-19 pandemic
and itsimpact on Media.” Attending as chief guest Executive Member (EM),
Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council (KAAC), incharge Handloom & Textiles
etc., Ratan Teron said, “Mediais the fourth pillar in Indian democracy. Itisa
very respectable profession so also has its great responsibility in molding
public opinion.” Going by thetopic of today’s celebration Teron said, “ During
the Covid-19 pandemic has played a great role by providing correct informa
tion to the public. The media persons have risked their lives even during the
pandemic in collecting reportsand providing information to people.” The me-
diawill continue to play an important role in the social lives of the people,
Teron said.Deputy Commissioner, Karbi Anglong, Ng. ChandraDhwaj Singha
speaking on thetopic ‘ Role of mediaduring Covid-19 pandemic and itsimpact
onmedia said, “Indiabeing ademocratic country hasfour pillars: thelegisla-
tive, executive, judiciary and media. Inthe modern day time mediahasbecome
very powerful dueto therise of electronic mediaand digital platforms.During
Covid-19 pandemic media has played a great role in bringing attention about
the pandemic to the public. Media should give an accurate and objective
picture of the spread of the virus, the number of positive cases and the number
of cures and fatalities rate. But there are certain reports in the media without
any factswhich create confusion.” In ademocratic country like Indiatherole
of the mediaisincreasing day by day, he said. As scheduled, the celebration
started at 10 in the morning with the hosting of DPCKA flag by the president,
Kiri Ronghang and followed by remembrance to the deceased media persons
which were lead by Deputy Director, District Information & Public Relation
(DIPR) Avinash Barman. Additional Director, Public Relation & Information,
Shekhar Engti; adviser, DPCKA, KangburaSingnar, general secretary, DPCKA,
Danielson Bey including media persons working in different media houses
both print and electronic media and digital media persons attended the
celebration.On the occasion a book titled ‘ The impact of government adver-
tisement policy to create mass awareness' written by Additional Director, Pub-
lic Relation & Information, Shekhar Engti wasrel eased by EM Teron.

CM inaugurates5th North
East Green Summit

Economy cannot be devel oped at the cost ecology: CM
Guwahati, Nov 16: Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal today inaugurated the
5th North East Green Summit at |1 T, Guwahati which isorganised by Vibgyor
N.E. Foundation in collaboration with 11T, Guwahati and UN Environment.
Speaking at the programme, the Chief Minister highlighted the state
government’sinitiativesto protect the environment and said that the economy
cannot be developed at the cost of the ecology. He informed about the com-
mitment of the state government to plant 10 crore trees in the state and said
that it has been a successful endeavour for environmental protection as
more than 8 crore saplings have already been planted. Dwelling on the im-
portance of platforms such as North East Green Summit, Sonowal urged the
policy makers, environmental NGOs, researchers, academicians, politicians
etc attending the Summit to deliberate on various aspects of the environ-
ment and come up ways to prepare the future roadmap so that sustainable
measures can betaken for preserving the ecology. COVID-19 pandemic taught
how it isimportant to preserve the sanctity of nature and why timely actions
must betaken inthisregard, he added. Referring to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s vision of making Northeast the organic hub of the country, Sonowal
hailed the launching of schemes like Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojna by the
Prime Minister for providing free L PG connection to poor women to reduce
their hardships and minimize deforestation activities in search of cooking
fuel. He also highlighted recent collaboration of State Government with the
Israeli Government in the agriculture sector and hoped for technological so-
lutions for harnessing the potential of natural water sources for economic
development. He also informed about the State Govrenment’s commitment
to achieve industrial growth in the state while maintaining environmental
balance at the same time. Union MoS for food Processing Rameswar Teli,
Commerce and Industries Minister Chandra Mohan Patowary, Manipur MP
Rajkumar Ranjan,Singh werea so present at the programmewherel I T Guwahéti
Director T. G. Sitharam gave the welcome address and Silchar MPDr Rajdeep
Roy explained the objective of the Summit.

JAA &amp; NUJI observed
National Press Day

Guwahati, November 16: National Press Day was observed on the office
premises of the Journalists Association of Assam (JAA) collaboration with
the National Union of Journalist India, NUJI under the Presidentship of
President DhirendraNath Chakravartty. Where appointed speaker and National
Vice President of NUJI cum Chief Adviser of JAA Bhupen Goswami delivered
the keynote speech on this year’s theme, “ Safety of media fraternity”.In his
speech Goswami said that thelast 12 years, 15 mediahousesand 989 journalists
have been attacked. So we need a protective act immediately, He dwelt at
length about the challenges faced by the journalists of the country due to
Corona pandemic. 55 Journalists across the state took part in the function
through Zoom app Participating in the discussion.Several other speakers
including Anup Biswash, Working President JAA, Dalim Phukan, Senior
Journalist Sudip Sarma Chaudhury, Indrani Sarkar, Paramananda Deka and
Rakesh Kumer, Anjan Bora, while their anger against the brutal assaults on
media persons in different parts of the country including Assam and north
east.Earlier, President Dhirendra Nath Chakravartty spoke on the significant
role of the press in building a society with positive thought and creative
writing. The NUJI and JAA reiterated its demand for a Journalists Protection
Act and Media Council to ensurethe safety and end “impunity” for attackson
journalists. A statement from unions said that the media is now the nerve
centre of our society and that it playsavital rolein disseminating information
to the people. The meeting al so expressed serious concern over the killing of
journalists and atrocities on mediafraternity.

Four injured in wild boar attack at Gulirpar

in Burhachapori wildlife sanctuary

A correspondent : NAGAON, Nov 16: Inasudden attack of awild boar on
Sunday, four persons including two children were seriously injured at
Gulirpar, a riverine area, scheduled as the first addition to Burhachapori
wildlife sanctuary which is being encroached by some suspected nationals.
According to sources, the victims of the boar - attack have been identified
asMorjinaKhatun (10), SultanaBegum (5), ShahAli (55) and Samor Jan (40)
among which Morjina's condition is very critical. Following the incident,
people of locality immediately admitted all of them to Nagaon BP Civil Hos-
pital for better treatment. Sources however claims this afternoon that the
condition of the Morjina Khatun is still critical. One wild boar came out
suddenly from the jungle and |eaped over the victim family when they were
working together in the crop field, the sources added.

National Press day organised at
Barpeta by District Administration
Barpeta in Assomatlon DI PRO
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"Journalists and doc-
torsarethefrontlinewarriorsagainst Covid 19 pandemm Ex. Journalist Babul
Chandra.. Azizul Haque, Barpeta, 16 November: National pressday isorganised
at Tarunram Fakan Hall at Barpetaby District Administration Barpetain Asso-
ciation with District Information and Public Relation. Babul ChandraDas, a
former professor of Madhav Chowdhury College, is the keynote speaker of
the programme said even some cases journalists is moreimportant than the
doctors. Addressing a seminar on Influence of Covid 19 pandemic on media
and role of journalistsduring Covid 19 pandemic organised by District Admin-
istration Barpetain Association with District Information and Public Relation
Office Barpeta Babul Das said that journalists have played pivotal rolein the
prevention if the pandemic. He also added that "The journalist isnot only the
fourth pillar of democracies but aresponsible person in the society. It is nec-
essary to have knowledge of politics but journalists should not talk like poli-
ticians' . He asserted that without press whether it print or electronic people
would have become ignorant about social distance, use of sanitizer, quaran-
tine and importance of hand washing." When the people kept themselves
confined in home during lock down journalsts were moving around to keep
them updated about the happening in the world. He said that social distance
isanageoldtraditioninIndiain general and Assamin particular as Namaskar
and not handshake is prevalent here since Vedic period. Regarding the history
of press the veteran scholar said that concept of media sprouted in Ancient
Indiain theform of Sanjay during KurukshetraWar. He saud that oral form of
journalism isalso prevelant in Assam in theform of Thanar Batori. | naugurat-
ing the seminar Munindra Sarma deputy commissioner of Barpeta said that
Press Council of Indiaisthe guardian and protector of the pressin the coun-
try. He lauded the positive role of the journalistsin Barpeta district not only
during the pandemic Covid 19 but in all aspects and hooe that they will con-
tinue to play a pivotal role in the development and welfare of the society in
future too. Senior journalist Sunil Kumar Das who was felicitated on this
auspicious ocassion said about the formation and role of Press Council of
India. Hesaid that PCI isresponsiblefor thefreedom of pressin India. Healso
warned about the excessive freedom. Earlier District Information and Public
Relation Officer Bikash Sarma presented and overview of the significance of
the day. Rich tribute was paid to the departed soul s of the departed journalists
of the district who lost their lives during the last one year. They include
veterans like Bhubaneswar Barman, Tarun Chandra Goswami, Serifuddin
Ahmed and youngster Arnab Jyoti Deka. A number of working journalists
spoke in the meeting who ficussed on the problems faced by this community
and appealed to the authorities to find ways and means for the solution of
their perenial problems. At least 70 Journalists of the District is congratul ated
By the Organisers of the Programme. Nokul Talukdar, The Secretary of All
Assam Journalist Union demands from the government of Assam to enact the
law that can secure the the life of Journalists.

National Press Day observed in
Hailakandi district

Hailakandi, Nov.16: The National Press Day was observed in abefitting man-
ner maintaining all COVID-19 protocolshere on Monday. Speaking asachief
guest at a function held at the Office of DIPRO, Deputy Commissioner,
Hailakandi, Megh Nidhi Dahal said the National Press Day being observed by
the Press Council of Indiais an occasion for both celebration and introspec-
tion as to 'what we have done and what we can do". The Deputy Commis-
sioner said the press has been playing a crucia role since the days of the
freedom movement when it brought to the masses the message of the under-
ground movement |eadersand created arevolutionary zeal and patriotic fervour
down to the COVID-19 pandemic situation despite several challenges con-
fronted by it. Advocating for afree and independent press without any threat
or under any influence, Dahal said the greatest weapon or a shield the press has
inits arsend is its credibility. 'Objectivity, free and fair and unbiased reporting
determine the credibility of a newspaper or a news channel and that has to be
maintained in avibrant democracy like ours," said Dahal, adding that in thelong
run credibility countsrather than TRPrating and |opsided reporting. The Deputy
Commissioner while saluting themediapersonsfor reporting from ground zero on
COVID-19 pandemic putting their livesat peril with some even succumbing tothe
disease, assured that the administration would do everything possible to safe-
guard themediafor freeand independent reporting. Editor of NababartaPrasanga,
Habibur Rahman Choudhury, in his keynote address, said the press has played a
pivota roleduring the COVID-19 pandemic situation by disseminating informa-
tion by putting their livesand their familiesin danger and that some evenlost their
livesonthelineof duty. "Whether it bethe COVID-19 pandemic outbreak, flood or
natural calamities, themediahasall aong been playing apivotd role," hequipped.
Narrating the ordeal faced by the print media during the COVID-19 pandemic
following dumpin advertisement, Rahman called upon the government to extend
patronage to the newspapers by way of advertisements. Addressing the media
personsasone of the speakers, former Adminigtrative Officer with Central Govern-
ment, Sandipan Dhar said the media played a great role in keeping the people
abreast of dl developmentson the COVID front. He sduted them for their exem-
plary and dedicated services during the COV 1D pandemic and urged the adminis-
tration to extend all possible hel p to them especialy those who succumbed to the
disease and those who were éfflicted, including family members. Another ap-
pointed speaker, Prof.Sudip Choudhury from Assam University said the media
persons have played acommendableroleduring the COVID outbresk. Hemadea
pleato the administration to provide al possible help and assistanceto the media
persons to overcome the challenges posed by the disease. Addressing the media
persons, DIPRO, Sabir Nishat said the medias coverage of the pandemic health
crisiscarriesanimportant responsibility to offer balanced messaging about COVID-
19 and public behaviour. " Trustworthy newsisvital in particular when conveying
personal risk and government mandated guidelines. After all, how the media por-
tray hedlth crisesisan important influence not only on public behaviour but also on
the long term repercussionsfor hedth,” headded. Earlier, in hisaddress, President
of Hailakandi Press Club, Noimul Idam Choudhury narrated thetraumathat he and
hisfamily had to undergo after being affected by the diseese.
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L ewisHamilton: ranking his
seven Formula Oneworld titles

London, November 16 : Lewis
Hamilton's seven titles clockwise
from left: For McLaren in Brazil
(2008), Nico Rosberg makesamis-
take at Monza (2014), victory in
Singapore (2018), clashing with
Sebastian Vettel (2017), leading the
pack inMonte Carlo (2019), theBrit-
ish GPin 2015, and on the podium
at Istanbul 2020.L ewis Hamilton's
seventitlesclockwisefrom|eft: For
McLaren in Brazil (2008), Nico
Rosberg makesamistake at Monza
(2014), victory in Singapore (2018),
clashing with Sebastian Vettel
(2017), leading the pack in Monte
Carlo(2019), theBritish GPin 2015,
and on the podium at | stanbul 2020.
Photograph: Getty, Reuters,
RexHamilton won hisfirst title on
thefinal corner of the final race of
the season in Brazil. Seven points
ahead of the Brazilian driver Felipe
Massa, he needed to finish fifth or
better if Massawon hishomegrand
prix. Massa duly won the race for
Ferrari while Hamilton was over-
taken by Sebastian Vettel onlap 69
at Sdo Paulo, which pushed himinto
sixth. But onthefinal corner, aided
by rain he swept past a struggling
Timo Glock to secure the required
fifth-placefinish and pip Massa by
asingle point for the championship.
At the time, he was the youngest
driver to win it, making up for the
desperate disappointment of losing
the 2007 title in the last race.How
Hamilton saw it: "It's pretty impos-
sibleto put into words. | thought -
do | have it? Do | have it? And
when they told me | was
ecstatic." After afallow spell with
McLaren and an unmemorablefirst
year with the Silver Arrows,
Hamilton emerged into adominant
car at the start of the hybrid era.
The championship was
characterised by his tit-for-tat
battle with his teammate, Nico
Rosberg. After acontentious com-
ing together with Rosberg in Bel-
gium, Hamilton went on to domi-
nate the second half of the season,
pressuring Rosberginto an error in
Monza that gave him the momen-

tum towin five raceson the bounce.
Hetook the title under the double-
pointsrulesinthefina raceinAbu
Dhabi.How Hamilton saw it: "This
isthegreat day of my life: 2008 was
aspecia time, but thefedling | have
now is way, way past that, above
and beyond. It's the greatest fedl-
ing I've ever had. This is like an
outside-the-body experience."The
Ferrari was quicker for most of the
season and Vettel seemed in con-
trol of the championship heading
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to Germany. The German driver was
on pole, Hamilton 14th, but
Hamilton won the race, chasing
Vettel downintherain, with hisri-
val crashing out. From there on,
Vettel seemed haunted, another er-
ror in Italy aiding Hamilton and in
Singapore, at araceit wasbelieved
would favour Ferrari, Hamilton pro-
duced one of the greatest qualify-
ing drives to sit on pole, saying:
"That lap felt like magic." Hewon
therace, andthenthetitlein Mexico
to equal Juan Manuel Fangio'sfive
world championships.How
Hamilton saw it: "It's definitely the
best year | fed. It wasthe god when
| won the championship last year. |
asked how can | improve? How can
| be a better all-round driver, not
just in the car but with my teamin
the garage, with the engineers and
inthefactory?1 feel thisyear | have
been abletolift themall up."Having
logt thetitleto histeammate Rosberg
in 2016, who immediately retired,
Hamilton returned more motivated

and focused than ever with a new
teammatein Valtteri Bottas. Ferrari
werevery strong and it washisfirst
title battlewith Vettel. In Baku, the
eighth race of the season, the ri-
valry boiled over, Vettel going into
Hamilton when the race was under
the safety car, costing him dearly.
Although the Ferrari driver heldthe
championship lead into the second
half of the season, from Belgiumon,
Hamilton cruised with Vettel crash-
ing in Singapore and suffering reli-

ability issueselsewhere. InMexico,
Hamilton was champion again, de-
spite finishing ninth having col-
lided with Vettel on the opening
lap.How Hamilton saw it: "It wasa
horribleway todoit, tobehonest ...
A big thank you to my family and
my team. Mercedes have been in-
credible over thelast fiveyearsand
| am so proud to be a part of it. |
never gave up. It was not the [type
of] race | wanted. | kept going right
totheend. | just want tolift it up to
my family, and God and my
team."This season was about the
first haf rather than the second for
Hamilton; thefoundationsof histitle
coming fromsix winsin sevenraces
having lost the opener in Australia
to Bottas. The European leg in-
cluded aninspired decisonfromhis
team to win on old rubber in Mo-
naco. He conceded niggly penalties
and Mercedes suffered what their
team principal, Toto Wolff, described
as "abad day" that "could not have
got much worse" in Germany, but

LewisHamilton winsTurkish GPto
clinch record-equalling seventh F1title

London, November 16 : Lewis
Hamilton delivered high drama
and high emotion for the spectacle
of a coronation worthy of one of
the greatest champions Formula
One has ever produced. His vic-
tory at the Turkish Grand Prix
sealed the championship and his
seventh title. With it Hamilton has
achieved what was once thought
impossible, matched Michael
Schumacher's record tally and in
doing so become the most suc-
cessful F1 driver of al timeHe
could not have done it in greater
style than with the panache and
masterly display of racecraft he
showed at Istanbul Park in what
can rightly be described as a
champion'sdrivefrom oneof F1's
finest drivers.Head in his hands
and in tears as he sat in his car
after therace, eventheworld cham-
pion for whom winning has be-
come commonplace seemed to
struggle to take in this moment.
Shortly after he climbed from the
cockpit he was speaking through
the tears that he could still not
quite contain when he stood atop
the podium. A moment even na-
ture seemed ready to mark asthe
grey cloudsthat had loomed over

the circuit all day were banished

by a dazzling rainbow bursting
acrossthecircuit.Hamilton admit-
ted he found it hard to compre-
hend just how far the boy who had
grown up on a council estate in
Stevenage had come. "'l am amost
lost for words," he said. "We
dreamed of thiswhen | wasyoung.
It is so important for kids to see
thisand don't listen to anyonewho
saysyou can't achieve something.
Dream the impossible. You have

got to chaseit and never giveup."
Now 35, Hamilton has been chas-
ing his dreams in F1 for 14
seasons.Matching his hero
Ayrton Senna by just winning a
championship had been his early
hope, but having done so with his
titlein 2008, he surpassed Senna's
three, then Juan Manuel Fangio's
five and now stands alongside
Schumacher as the champion of
champions.Schumacher'srecords
were thought to be untouchable
but Hamilton has not only
matched and beaten him but isin
every position to set new bench-
marks way beyond the German's
tallies. He has already surpassed
Schumacher'srecords of racewins
and pole positionswith 94 and 97
respectively.This season he has
been indomitablewith 10winsand
nine polesfrom 14 races, no driver
has come close to even putting
him under pressure, including
teammate Valtteri Bottaswhoisin
identical Mercedes machinery.
Hamilton has closed the drivers
championship out with threeraces
in hand.Hamilton only had to beat
Bottas in Turkey to ensure he
sedled thetitle but theworld cham-
pion still did it decisively.
Mercedesknew this

was going to be a

difficult race, having

| been off the paceall

weekend, unable to

bring their tyresinto

the correct operat-

ing window in the

low temperatures

i and with the track -

T e resurfaced  two
weeks ago - offering very little
grip.With rain from the off and
Hamilton starting in sixth and
Bottas in ninth a conservative
cruise to ensure the title might
have been expected. The cham-
pion was having none of it. He
burst off the lineinto third with a
statement of intent and as cars
dlithered on the treacherous sur-
face Hamilton kept hissuretouch.
At one point, behind Sebastian
Vettel'sFerrari and unableto pass,

hetempered hisdesireto presson,
held his place as he sought an op-
portunity and crucially kept his
car on the line.His moment duly
came asit has done on many pre-
viousoccasionswith hisfinejudg-
ment and touch on his tyres mak-
ing all thedifference. Asthelead-
ers pitted for the second time
Hamilton insisted he could stay
out as the track began to dry and
his rubber wore down. It proved
inspired. He passed Racing
Point's Sergio Pérez, whofinished
second, for the lead and hared off
into the distance. The Mercedes
team principal Toto Wolff could
not contain his admiration, de-
scribing his driver "hungry as a
lion".The worn intermediate rub-
ber might have been a danger but
he had judged it to perfection, as
thetyresworetheir grooves down
todlickssothetrack had dried and
they proved perfectly suited to.
Even at thelast with an enormous
gap Hamilton controlled every
aspect of his performance.The
team wanted him to make a late
stop for fresh rubber to guard
against any further rain but
Hamilton, perhaps thinking back
t0 2007 in Chinawhen histitle ef-
forts were derailed by a pitstop,
insisted on staying out.This was
the world champion at the very
top of hisgame. There was great
pace, his exemplary touch while
as others cars spun off, as well
as a master tactician's grasp of
the bigger picture.By the
chequered flag Hamilton was
over 30 seconds clear of Pérez,
as great a victory as his
masterclass in the wet at
Silverstone in 2008, the year he
won hisfirsttitle. Twelveyearson
thetalentisdtill clear, now honed
by a master who gave notice that
having gone beyond his wildest
dreamsmorewaslikely to come."|
remember watching Michael win
those world championships. To
get one or two or even threeis so
hard," hesaid. "Seven isunimag-
inable. Thereisno end to what we
can do together, me and thisteam.

by the United StatesGPinearly No-
vember, he had secured title number
six. Itwashisthird consecutivetitle,
recorded with a second-placed fin-
ish in Augtin after Bottas overtook
him late in the race. How Hamilton
saw it: "Still we rise, still we rise.
What an incredibleweekend. Thank
you so much guysfor today, and to
everyone who came out. | can't be-
lieve it. | really can't believe
it."Hamilton v Rosberg the sequel
was marked by tension and
sguabbles, markedly in China and
Monaco as the team won all but
three of the season's 19 races. At
Silverstone, Hamilton's decision-
making in the wet was peerlessand
kickstarted a run in which he won
six out of eight races. He sealed his
thirdworld championshipinawhed-
to-wheel battle with Rosberg at the
US GP, pressuring hisrival into an
errorinthefinal 101apsand winning
the championship with three races
remaining.How Hamilton saw it: "I
remember my firgt British champion-
shipwhen my dad and | drove home
singing We Are the Champions. It's
hardto believel'm sat hereasathree-
time champion.”"In a season unlike
no other asaresult of the Covid-19
pandemic, Hamilton was calm and
unthreatened, his focus on leading
F1's battle against racism. He was
nonetheless ruthless in closing out
the title, beating his teammate
Bottas from second in Imola to
tighten his grip on the champion-
ship. In Turkey Hamilton displayed
patience as well as speed, gradu-
ally working hisway up after start-
ing sixth and eventually taking the
lead on the 37th lap. To underline
his superiority he lapped Bottas,
who finished 14th and out of the
points, giving Hamilton an unas-
sailable110-point lead. His10thrace
win of thecampaign sealed thetitle
and equalled Michael
Schumacher'srecord of seven driv-
ers world championships.A world
champion for the seventh time,
Hamilton smiles after his 10th vic-
tory of the season in Istanbul.How
Hamilton saw it: "Wedreamed of this
when | was young, when we were
watching thegrandsprix ... andthis
isway, way beyond our dreams. It's
so important for kids out there to
hopefully see this - don't listen to
anybody that tells you you can't
achieve something. Speak itinto ex-
istence, you've got to work for it,
you've got to chase it. Never give
up and never doubt yourself."

Neil Ruddock: 'Souness
wouldn't drop players,
hewould tackleyou instead'

Liverpool, November 16: Nel Ruddock gets
his swearing from hismother. It's 10am on
aTuesday and in the den at the back of his
house 'Razor' doesn't hold back with the
Fsand Cs. But the swearing comes natu-
rally, and asBilly Connolly once suggested,
there can be a poetry to it, which is cer-
tainly true in Ruddock's cockney drawl. It
issometimes crass, or superfluous, but it's
also who Ruddock is. He's the son of a
swearer, so naturally he became one.lt'sa
rulethat could be applied to Ruddock'slife.
He'saproduct of hisenvironment and, for
better or worse, that is what has shaped
his experiences and larger-than-life char-
acter. Theyoungest of three Millwall-sup-
porting boys, Ruddock was schooled at
Southampton by two of the hardest
footballersto play the game - Jimmy Case
and Terry Hurlock - before earning big
moves to Tottenham and Liverpool where
certain standards of professionalism had
not quite caught up with the era's wages,
brought on by the birth of the Premier
League and Sky Sports. It will come asa
shock to nobody, then, that Ruddock was
a rugged player who enjoyed himself off
thepitchaswell asonit.Intheearly 1990s,
even the clubs were not particularly pro-
fessional. "I once injured my knee at
Liverpool," remembers Ruddock, "and
Ronnie Moran ran out of ultrasound gel,
so heran to the kitchen to get some wash-
ing-up liquidinstead."When | first arrived
at Liverpool, the doctor used to come into
Melwood on Thursday afternoons. That
was it. So if you got injured Friday, you
were fucked. They didn't get a physio in
until two yearsafter | arrived."When Rud-
dock sgnedfor Liverpool in1993, for £2.5m,
he briefly became the most expensive de-
fender intheworld. "Loads of teamswere
in for me," he says. "Glenn Hoddle at
Chelsea, Kevin Keegan at Newcastle,
Walter Smith at Rangers, Brian Clough at
Forest and Kenny Dalglish at Blackburn
al put offers in."Graeme Souness con-
vinced me to choose Liverpool. He was
still the best player in training at five-a
side. He wouldn't drop players, he would
just tackle you instead, put you out for a
couple of days so hewouldn't haveto pick
you. It wasnormally Don Hutchison. If you
were on Souness's team on Friday, you
knew you were playing the next
day." Souness's managerial stint at Anfield
was not successful. Players such as Peter
Beardsley and Steve Staunton were sold
and expensively replaced with poorer mod-
els. Despite the presence of John Barnes
and lan Rush, and theemergence of Robbie
Fowler, Steve McManaman, Jamie
Redknapp and Rob Jones, Liverpool would
sometimes languish in the bottom half of
the table. An embarrassing FA Cup home

Sounessto resign.Roy Evanswas ushered
in, and so the era of the Spice Boys began.
Resultsimproved, aLeague Cup waswon,
the now-infamouswhite suitswere ordered
for an FA Cup final. "Footballerswere the
new pop stars. Sky came in with all the
money but asthe Spice Boyswe only went
out when wewere allowed. Wewent on an
end-of-season trip to Marbella. Fowler,
Barnes, Redknapp, Dom Matteo, John
Scales, Phil Babb, big Ron Yeats. We had
to have amember of staff with us, and big
Ron was the only one daft enough to
come."Ron was brilliant. He told us the
story of when he himself signed for
Liverpool in 1961, that Bill Shankly had
called the Everton manager [Harry
Catterick] up and said: 'l've just bought a
big centre-half. Why don't you come over
andwe'll takeawalk around him." Another
on that trip was Robbie Williams. Music
and football were entwined at that time.
Oasis would wear Manchester City shirts
at their gigs. Mick Hucknall would travel
on the Manchester United team bus to
European away days. Redknapp married a
member of Eternal." Robbie used to come
and watch Liverpool," says Ruddock. "He
was meant to be in the studios with Take
That but he came away with usinstead so
they sacked him after that. But | liketo think
that if I hadn't kidnapped him, therewould
be no 'Angels or Knebworth."Ruddock
and Williams are still mates, and the pair
recently reconnected viaavideo call. Rud-
dock has spent much of lockdown like
this, reminiscing, collecting hismemories
and stories into a new book. It is dedi-
cated to hiswife, Leah, "who got me back
on the straight and narrow and made me
the happiest man on earth".uddock is cer-
tainly happier than he was. Last year he
featured in Harry's Heroes, a television
show that brought former England
footballers together for one final veter-
ans' match, under the guidance of man-
ager Harry Redknapp. Ruddock had some
sobering conversations about his weight
and his drinking, but the show also un-
covered some serious heart problems." It
wasawake-up call for me," says Ruddock.
"I've got my pacemaker fitted now but |
didn't know that my heart was racing. It
was resting

England'steam spirit isunlikely to be
harmed by MVP award for JofraArcher

~
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L ondon, November 16 : Eoin Morgan's
sguad seem to enjoy each other's com-
pany and a repeat of incidents such as
the 1986 Richard Hadlee Alfa Romeo
furore appear unlikelyThe English play-
ers suddenly disappeared in the final
stagesof theIndian Premier League. Soiit
was quite an achievement for Jofra Ar-
cher tobegiventhe Most Valuable Player
award at the conclusion of the tourna-
ment. Hisside, Rajasthan Royals, an En-
glish enclave since Archer wasaccompa:
nied there by Jos Buittler, Ben Stokesand
Tom Curran, finished bottom of thetable.
How strange would it seem if the PFA's
player of theyear played for Norwich City,
who came last in the Premier League in
the 2019-20 season?Archer won the
award viasomeform of agorithm. So ob-
vioudly there can be no argumentsthere.
Heaccrued 305 points and wastherefore
ahead of Kagiso Rabada of Delhi Capi-
tal's, who came second (298 points), and
Jasprit Bumrah who played for the even-
tual winners, Mumbai Indians (269.5
points). At last a formula has been con-
cocted that seems to favour the down-
trodden breed of pace bowlersrather than
thefancy Dansup the order.Undoubtedly
Archer performed superbly in thetourna-
ment even though he was on the losing
side more often than not. He bowled fast
and on target and was brimful of confi-

dence throughout
as his opponents
grew ever more
wary of him. The
stats that are
spewed out may
well demonstrate
this: 20 wicketsin
14 matches, 175dot
balls(at last the dot
ball hasbeen prop-
erly recognised
/’ and celebrated),

4 five catches, as
well as five fours and 10 sixes with the
bat.| have also been wary of individual
awardsin cricket (except, perhaps, when
I'vewonthem). Theaward of theMVPor
the man of the match is supposed to add
abit of interest and glamour at the end of
the game or tournament and this usually
means that there is someone else for the
broadcasters and media to talk to after-
wards. But cricket is supposed to be a
team game. It should not matter muchwho
winstheseawards. ThelPL seemsto have
aformulafor deciding thewinner of such
awards, which is designed to be objec-
tive since it is based on numbers. Often
the criteria have been more subjective,
especially in the distant past. | like this
example: in 1983 Somerset played Sussex
in the quarter-final of the Nat\West Tro-
phy a Hove and they bowled out their
opponentsfor 65in40.4 overs, Joel Gar-
ner taking four for eight, |an Botham four
for 20. Arthur Milton, the former Test
opener and right-winger (thelast man to
play cricket and football for England) was
tasked with deciding theman of the match
award. " can't separatethe performances
of Joel and lan", heannounced &t the end-
of-game presentation, "so I'm giving the
award to Trevor Gard". Trevor was
Somerset's wicketkeeper, who had taken
fivecatchesintheinnings. Thiswasatypi-
cally deft decision by Arthur and auniver-
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sally popular one.Peter May, then the
Chairman of Selectors, trumped this at
Lords after the Benson & Hedges Cup fi-
nal of 1984 between Lancashire and
Warwickshire. Lancashirewon alow-scor-
ing contest by six wickets and May as-
tounded everyone, including therecipient,
by giving the award to John Abrahams,
the Lancashire captain. Earlier in the day
he had been dismissed for aduck, he had
not bowled and he had taken one catch as
well asdropping asitter. However, hehad
won thetoss.Sometimestheseawardscan
causemayhem. For awhilein 1986 anAlfa
Romeo sal oon wasthemost famouscar in
New Zealand. Richard Hadlee had won it
for being the Internationa Player of the
Year after thetour toAudtraia Theunwrit-
ten precedent wasthat any individua prizes
should be put into the team pool but
Hadlee wanted to keep the car and had it
shipped back to New Zedland. Thiscaused
many ructions within the Kiwi dressing
room and afamous stand-off between the
captain, Jeremy Coney, and Hadleeensued,
which was most obvious throughout the
Christchurch Test match of 1987 against
West Indies.John Wright, the Kiwi open-
ing batsman, has recaled one of hisroles
in that game. "l had to be a sort of go-
between because they weren't speaking
to each other. I'd be asking Richard if he
wanted to bowl another over and telling
Coney that Richard wanted another gully
-1 fdtlikeHenry Kissinger. It wasabsurd.”
Hadleetook six for 50 in thefirst innings,
with three of those victims caught by Co-
ney inthedips, and New Zealand won by
fivewickets. Therewill not bethesamefric-
tion in the England camp when the one-
day side comes together for the tour to
South Africa this week and no doubt the
processof prizemoney distributionispre-
cisely laid down. In recent times Eoin
Morgan's squad have contained an un-
usually tight-knit group of players who
clearly enjoy one another's company.
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Smith, War ner pose a challenge but wins
don't come easy : Cheteshwar Pujara

L ondon, November 16:
David Warner and Steve
Smith's presence does
make Australia stronger
but Cheteshwar Pujara
hasfull faithinIndids"re-
markable" bowlers, who,
he feels, possess the
wherewithal to script a
repeat of the historic
2018-19 Test series
victory.Pujara's 500 plus
runswith threetop-notch
hundredsformed the cor-
nerstone of a 2-1 series
win back then, Indiasfirst
inAustraliain 71 years.
However, Smith and
Warner didn't play inthat
series due to their ball-
tampering bans."It (Aus-
tralian battingline-up) will
be a little stronger than
what it wasin 2018-19 but
then victoriesdon't come
easy. If you want to win
away from home, you
need to work hard,"
India's dependable No.3
told PTI in an exclusive
interview before he em-
barked on the tour of
Australia.Pujarabelieves
that Indias fast bowling
troikaof Jasprit Bumrah,
Ishant Sharma and
Mohammed Shami can

again work up some magic
likein2018-19, posing alot
of discomfort for the home
batting line-up. The upcom-
ing Tests are scheduled to
start on December 17."No
doubt Smith, Warner and

V4

Marnus Labuschagne are
great players. But the good
part about our current crop
of bowlers is that most of
them play inthe same series
and our bowling unit will
also not be very different to
what it wasin 2018-19."For
Indidsfast bowlers, it'slike
a "been there, done that"
situation. "They know how

to besuccessful inAustralia
as they have enjoyed suc-
cess there in the past. They
have their game-plans in
place and if we can execute
them well, they are capable
of getting Smith, Warner and

J

Labuschagneout quickly."If
we can do what we have
done in the past, | am sure
we have every chance of
winning the series again.
"The opening Test in
Adelaide is a Day-Night
game and batting against the
pink kookaburra during the
twilight session will poseits
own set of challenges, said

themanwhoisnearing 6000
Testruns(5840in 77 games)
with 18 hundreds in his
kitty."It will be a different
challenge altogether play-
ing with pink ball as pace
and bounce also changes.

Wewill beplaying with pink
kookaburra in
Australia (against
Bangladesh, itwasPink SG
Test). It will be slightly
different."He believes that
overcoming the challenges
of playing their first over-
seas Day/night Test will
haveto happen collectively.
"Asateamand asindividu-

als, one has to understand
and accept and get used to
it (pink ball and lights) as
early possible. Therewill be
abit of differencewith pink
ball. "Thetwilight periodis
more challenging than other
periods but as you play
moreand practicemore, you
get used to it. It doestake a
littlewhile... "Anastute stu-
dent of the game, Pujarais
known to work on hiswith
father Arvind Pujara, whois
also his one and only
coach.Hehasplansin place
but won't like to divulge
much."Thetechnical aspect
issomethingthat | can't dis-
cuss. | prefer not talking
about it. It'sastrategic thing
which can't be divulged.
"Even during the last tour,
my preparation was good, |
am confident that | am able
to repeat the same prepara-
tion beforethisseriesalso. |
aways try and add a few
more things in my game,
which will help me get bet-
ter," hesaid. The32-year-old
isconfident that history will
repeat itself inAustraliathis
time."'You can't win matches
on your own. Yes, you can
perform exceptionally well
but you need support from

other playerstowin. Even
the bowling unit was re-
markable during the last
series."In the end, you
need 20 wickets to win a
Test and wasn't just my
performance, even other
batters supported at some
stage or the other. It was
the team's success. When
the Indian team succeeds,
it is always a moment of
pride," he recollected.
Pujara has practised for a
good two months at his
academy in Rajkot under
the watchful eyes of his
father. Doesit bother that
beforeleaving for Austra-
lig, he didn't get enough
match practice?'Look,
this is a sitiaton that has
impacted millionsof lives
and people have lost
lives. In normal circum-
stances, we would have
played domestic cricket
and gone to Australia but
everyone needs to think
about safety and security.
"Asfar asl amconcerned,
| am happy if | amableto
practice, do my fitness,
running sessions and
movemy body well, which
| did," he concluded.

Ray Clemence always seemed to bein
the right place at the right time

L ondon, November 16:
Ray Clemence was not
just oneof thefinest god-
keepersEngland hasever
produced, he was a link
back to the time when
footballers used to have
day jobs or summer oc-
cupations. Impossible as
itwill now seemtoimag-
ine, there was a period
relatively recently when
promising young
footballers would find
themselves meeting and
dealing with members of
the public, as Clemence
famoudy did whenwork-
ing as a deckchair atten-
dant on the beach in his
native Skegness.Just in
caseyounger generations
find this hard to credit,
photographs exist of a
young Clemencenot only
distributing the aforesaid
folding finger-traps, but
asolegpingaroundonthe
sand on being asked to
demonstrate his
goalkeeping ability. At
that precisetimeinhislife
Clemencewason hisway
from Scunthorpe United
to Liverpool, where once
he started playing he
would makehisnameand
quickly forcehisway into

—+cm k

the England reckoning. Bill
Shankly did some excellent
business with Scunthorpe,
but before he picked up
KevinKeeganfor £35,000in
1971 he spotted and signed
Clemencefor around £18,000
four years earlier. Even asa
teenager Clemence had al-
ready played 48 games for
Scunthorpe, but though the
Liverpool manager

recognised his precocity, he
initially signed him for the
Anfield reserve team.
Clemencewould havetowait
until 1970 to break into the
senior Liverpool side, watch-
ing Tommy Lawrenceinthe
later years of hisAnfield ca
reer, until Shankly decided all
at oncethat hispowerful side
of the 1960s had been al-
lowed to grow old together

and culled Lawrence along
with Ron Yeats and lan &
John to give ayounger gen-
erationachance.Tall, dender
and gracefully athletic,
Clemence was a different
type of goalkeeper to
Lawrence and he never
looked back once he gained
his opportunity in the first
team. Hewasavirtua ever-
presentintheLiverpool goa

for the next 11 seasons, and
by the time he left for
Tottenham Hotspur in 1981
he had claimed five league
titles, three European Cups,
two Uefa Cups an FA Cup
and a League Cup.With
Spurshewould go onto add
another FA Cup and another
Uefa Cup, and goontojoin
theexclusiveclub of players
with morethan 1,000 officia

appearances. Clemence
played 1,117 senior
gamesin al, 61 of them
for England, and histotal
of capswould have been
much greater but for hav-
ing themisfortuneto play
at the same time as Peter
Shilton.Those two were
arguably the last of the
productionlineof notable
English goal keepers that
thrived throughout the
1960s, and it was a di-
lemmafor England man-
agers of the time which
oneto choose. Clemence
played more often in the
1970s and Shilton ended
up first choicefor most of
the 1980s, though there
was a considerable pe-
riod of overlap during
which Ron Greenwood
deliberately alternated
between thetwo.Though
amorethan capable shot-
stopper, Clemence was
one of those goakeepers
whoreadthegamesowell
he did not aways need
tofling himself about the
goamouth. Hisanticipa:
tionusually meant hewas
in the right place at the
right time, whether to col-
lectacrossor toreachan
attempt on god.

Pat Cummins yet to decide
on whether to play inlimited
overs seriesagaingt India

... Therésalwayscricket on, so
we' Il makesurewe'reall open
about that, having thoseconver -
sations," said the27-year-old
duringavideo conferenceas
reported by 'cricket...

Mebourn, November 16:
Australia pace spearhead
Pat Cummins on Monday
said heisyet to take a cdll
on whether to play in the
limited-oversseriesagaingt
Indiabeginning November
27 even though heis fed-
ing fresh after spending
threemonthsinsidebio-se-
cure bubbles.Cummins,
who returned last week from
the UAE where he turned
upfor KolkataKnight Rid-
ers in the Indian Premier
League, has been hopping
between bio-secure
bubbles since touching
down in England in late
August but heallayedfears
of fatigue." (1) haven't made
afinal decision onthat yet.
(It's) unprecedented times
with somany peoplespend-
ingalargeportionof timein
these bubbles so we're go-
ing to keep al the conver-
sations open, chat about
that abit closer towhenwe
all get together," Cummins
said when asked about rest-
ing ahead of the Test
summer."There's always
cricket on, sowell mekesure
we're dl open about that,
having those conversa-
tions," saidthe 27-year-old
during a video conference
as reported by ‘cricket.
com.au'.Cumminshasbeen
namedin boththewhiteand
red-ball squadsasvice-cap-
tain. The limited-overs se-
riesisto beheld in Sydney
and Canberra ahead of the
four-match Test series, be-
ginninginAdelaideon De-
cember 17.Audtralias Test

busy this next couple of
monthsisbut also atour of
South Africa (February-
March) and a few away
tours next year," said
Cummins, who hastaken
143 wickets from 30
Tests. The right-armer
was in bio-bubblesin
Southampton and
Manchester on
Australia’'s white-ball
tour of the UK beforefly-
ing tothe UAEforthelPL,
wherehewaswith hisfran-
chise Kolkata Knight Rid-
ers. He is now in Sydney
spending 14 days quaran-
tiningandwill jointhesquad
on November 27, the day
of the opening one-dayer
at the SCGDespite endur-
ing bio-bubbles for three
monthsnow, Cumminssaid
he felt it is a "pretty good
place" . "One of the ben-
efitsof beinginabubblein
the UAE was we didn't
spend muchtimetravelling.
A norma IPL were on a
flight every second day,
diffrent city, ol think some-
times that can be asdrain-
ing astheplaying part."No
doubt as well, the six or
seven months we had at
home (during the winter)
put us in a pretty good
place leading into the En-
glandtourandIPL."Coming
in fresh to those tours it
doesn't fed like the end of
thesummer, it feelslikel'm
ready to start the tour and
in a pretty good place.
"Cummins also said he
won't be going out thereto
intimidate the Indins but if

players in the white-ball
squad, including Steve
Smith and David Warner,
will get only aweek to pre-
parefor the opening Test, a
day-nighter in Adelaide."|
wouldn't be surprised if
there'stimesthroughout the
summer where some play-
ers might just need alittle
rest knowing not only how

he managesto have the ef-
fect, itwould beabonus."If
it happens I'll be happy.
Hopefully the (pitch) con-
ditions will be what we as
Aussies are accustomed
to," he said. "Hopefully
they've got a bit more
bounce and pace than you
would aplacelikeIndiaso
that homeadvantage might
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100% DEPENDABLE... That’s our guarantee !

Trade enq. 9435146909/9435559057/9435559056 www.capsindia.in

CHIMNEYS WITH APPS | R.O. WATER PURIFIER | HOBS | GAS STOVE | OTHER KITCHEN APPLIANCES

Abhayapuri-94350-22784 | Agartala-98560-93668 | Baihata chariali-94351-42568/98641-40488 | Bangaigaon-7002184811. 9435547654,9435121367 | Barpeta road-94350-17865 99541-41975 | Barpeta town -94350-25127 | Bhawanipur-
7002206773 | Bandardewa-98649-84753 | Bijoynagar -99570-98392/94010-01157/94353-40662 | Boko-94010-02588 | Chaygaon-9435014549 | Dadara -98546-98027 | Dhupdhara-96785-16189 | Dhamaji-99546-51322 | Dhubri-94350-29279 |

Diphu-94350-66701/94350-66643 | Dudhnoi-94357-21505/94351-28048 | Goalpara-70023-10904/88762-23858 | Golaghat-96132-30384 | Guwahati -94355-59057/97065-94950 | Hajo-94353-47024/88763-09327 | Hojai-94357-29521/84028-59256 | Jorhat -
94350-53934/98541-06776 | Kharupitia -98541-44223 | Kokrajar-97070-29429/99548-88721/94354-81234 | Karimgunj-97061-39061 | Krishnai-88224-15337 | Lumding -94351-63327/97066-14137 | Mangaldoi -94350-87284/94351-
86435/97065-39174/73994-79163 | Mirza-98540-71983/99572-81858 | Morigaon -94350-64986/80111-17171 | North lakhimpur-88224-21077 | Nagaon-97061-79408/94355-18665 | Nalbari -98644-14515/98540-30209 | Pathsala-80110-06658 |
Dhekiajuli-98548-29934 | Dibrugarh-98548-11265 | Rangia -94351-05888/96782-26563 | Silchar -97061-39061/70054-86129 | Silapathar-70028-94393 | Shillong-90869-66640 | Suwalkuchi -98643-54859 | Tinsukia-94350-35156/
94350-35511/94350-36463 | Tezpur-97060-73481 | Tihu-97068-53124 | Udalguri-97063-46492
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