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IN BRIEF

Body of 1 miner
retrieved

Guwahati, June16: One
body has been retrieved
from a coal mine at
Umpleng in Meghaayas
Eadgt JaintiaHillsdigtricton
Wednesday after 17 days
of continued search and
rescue operations.Navy
divers as well as person-
nel of the disaster re-
sponse force have been
trying to rescue five min-
ers, who have been
trapped inside the coal
mine since May 30.0n
Tuesday, preliminary re-
ports indicated that two
bodies have been spotted
inside the coal mine.On
Wednesday, one body
was retrieved following
continued rescue opera-
tions.

Drugpeddlers
a?rpested

Guwahati, June16: The
police have arrested two
drug peddlers and seized
24,000 contraband cap-
sules from Merapani in
Assam'sGolaghat district.
Four mobile phones and
some cash were aso re-
covered fromthem. Based
on specific inputs, the po-
lice reportedly laid atrap
and succeeded in appre-
hending the two peddiers.
The duo have been
booked under the Narcot-
ics, Drugs and Psychotro-
pic SubstancesAct, 1985.
The police recently
launched a drive against
drugs in Golaghat and
since then have appre-
hended severd individuas
involvedinthedrugtrade.
Many forms of banned
drugs have also been
seizedinthepast few days
from different parts of the
district. Meanwhile, the
police also apprehended
one drug peddler at
Baghbor in Barpeta dis-
trict.17 vials containing
brown sugar were recov-
ered from him.According
tosources, legal action has
beeninitiated against him.
L ockdownin
Nagaland extended

Kohima, June 16 : Asthe
COVID-19 situation in
Nagaland continues to be
precarious, the State Gov-
ernment has decided to
extend the ongoing
lockdown in the State till
June30. Thedecisontoex-
tendlockdowninNagdand
was taken by the State
Government'sHigh-Power
Committeefor COVID-19in
a meeting on Wednesday.
The decison of the HPC's
to extend lockdown in the
State wasinformed by the
panel's spokesperson-
Mmhonlumo Kikon. Kikon
sad: "TheHPC inamest-
ing today has decided to
extend the Lockdown till
June 30." Also read :
Manipur Congress de-
mands'unconditiona pub-
licgpology' fromCM Biren
Singh"Situationisimprov-
ing but we are ill not out
of the woods. Positivity
rateisdeclining but till re-
quirestobebdow 5% and
weneed tovaccinatemore
than 50% of the
populaion, "Kikon added.
Mmhonlumo Kikonfur-
ther informed that respec-
tive District Task Forces
have been directed to
work out relaxationsor re-
strictionsrequired as per
the local situation.

Marjorie Taylor Greene

apologizes for comparing ...

Assam Board Exams
Might be Cancelled, Final
DeC|S|on on June 18

30:30:40 formula (X, XI

marks?

students seems to be in
favour of a 30:30:40 for-
mula-30% weightage will
be givento class X and XI
final results, respectively,
and 40% to class XII pre-
board exams.The commit-
tee is expected to an-
nounce the marking for-
mula after submitting it to
the Supreme Court on June
17. Last month, parents
hadfiled Contd...Page 6

& pre-hoards) for XII

Mumbai, June 16 : Stu-
dents of Central Board of
Secondary Education
(CBSE) Class Xl arelikely
to have their results based
ontheir performanceinthe
finalsof classX and X1 ex-
ams and class XII pre-
board tests.Principals told
TOI that the CBSE-ap-
pointed 13-member commit-
tee to recommend the cri-
teriato evaluate Class XI|

Pllce rovers
Rs. 4 [akh from Nagaon
residence of GRP S

Guwahati,Junel6: Assam  andAmanAli. Theduowas
Policeon Tuesday seizeda  transporting the gold from
good amount of unac- Nagaon to Guwahati when
counted gold and cash in  a police team caught
Guwahati. TheBharduPo-  them.Acting ontheinforma:
liceseizedgoldworthRs50  tion received from the two,
lakh from two personsand  the Guwahati West Police
Rs 8 lakh cash from one detained GRP Sub-Inspec-
Government Railway Police  tor Badri Prasad Bharti who
(GRP) sub-inspector. The s stationed at Kamakhya
two accused have been  Railway Stationin connec-
identified as Manoj Shah  tionwith Contd...Page 6

AsCOVID casesgo
down, touristsslowly
return to Kashmir

Srinagar, June 16 : The
tourism and hospitality
sector, which had picked
up after last year's un-
lock, once again suffered
asevere blow in the sec-
ond wave. Kashmir's
tourism industry was
also badly hit. But now
with cas&agau n ShOWI ng

signs of diminishing, and
with vaccination
programmes going on,
tourists are gradually re-
turning to the Valley, thus
making the stakeholders
hopeful of agood summer.
The government is now
allowingal hill townslike
Gulmarg, Contd.. Page 6
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Guwahati, June16: Afinal decisononAssamBoard
exams will be taken on June 18 following a cabinet
mesting, Assam Chief Minigter, HimantaBisva Sarma
said. A meeting will be held between Education De-
partment and various other stakeholderswill be held
on Friday to makethedecision. Whilethefinal deci-
sionisyet to be out, the CM hinted a cancellation of
board exams. "It was recommended by the Cabinet
not to allow the exams dueto prevailing COVID19
pandemic," Sarmasaid viaaTweet.A pleawasfiled
in the Supreme Court by four Assam students seek-
ing cancellation of class 10 and 12 examsdueto the
pandemic situation. Theboard had Contd...Page 6

Assam Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sar ma on Wednesday
releasing thefirst messagein Koo

Guwahati, June16: Mlcrobloggl ng plat-
form Koo launched the app in Assamese /
with Assam Chief Minister HimantaBiswa .
Sarma on Wednesday releasing the first
messagein Koo inthelanguage. The Chief
Minister in hismessagein Assamesesaid,
"| am delighted that Koo App haslaunched e o
it in Assamese language with me joining -
theplatform. Theapp isenabling the people
of Assamto voicetheir thoughtsand opin-

/)_\

ionsin their mother tongue."" L ooking for-

ward to engaging with people on the Koo
app. | will be Kooing my opinions, an-
nouncements and many more updates
here. | wish Koo the very best in their fu-
ture endeavours,” Sarma said.Koo Co-

New Delhi, June16: Twit-
ter on Wednesday shared
with the government de-
tailsof theinterim compli-
ance officer it has ap-
pointed as per the new so-
cia media guidelines that
came into effect on May
26, peoplefamiliar withthe
meatter said. Themove came

after Union minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad hit out at
the company for "deliber-
ately" choosing not to
comply with the guidelines
whileofficialssaid Twitter
will loseitslegal protection
from penal actionfor third
party content over the
non-compliance. the elec-

Founder and CEO A prameyaRadhakrishna
said that they are happy to have the chief
Minister on the platform."We are even
moreexcited that thefirst Kooin Assamese
ishis (CM) and that

Amid stand-off with gowt,
~Twitter sharesdetailsof
iInter im complianceofficer

CM reviewscongtruction aatusof |
Guwahati-North Guwahati connecting bridge

CM directs to complete construction of
Guwahati-North Guwahati bridge by 2023

Guwahati, June16: Chief view, the Chief Minister di-
Minister Dr. HimantaBiswva rected the department to
Sarmatoday visited the of - complete the bridge by
fice of the Chief Engineer,
PWD (Roads) (EAP) at
Fatasil Ambari in Guwahati
and reviewed the imple-
mentation status of vari-
ous bridge construction
projects. The Chief Minis-
ter reviewed the progress
of  construction  of
Guwahati-North Guwahati
connecting bridgeand pro-
posed Pal ashari-Sualkuchi
connecting bridge besides

construction of roads un-
der “Asom Mala’ project.
The PWD officials appris-

March 2023. Further while
taking stock of the pro-
posed Pal asbari-Sualkuchi
connecting bridge, the
Chief Minister directed to
make it a four lane bridge
bridge have been com- and to finalize modalities
pleted. Keeping thisin andDPR Contd...Page 6

PM NarendraModli callsfor
repalr and prepare’ amid
COVID pandemic, invites
worldtoinvestinindia

New Delhi, June16: Prime
Minister NarendraModi on
Wednesday (June 16)
caled for focus on 'repair
and prepare’ as the nation
emerges out of a devastat-
ing pandemic. "Over the
past year, we have wit-
nessed a lot of disruption
in different sec-
tors. Muchof itis
il there. Yet, dis-
ruption does not
have to mean de-

ing the Chief Minister
about the construction
status of the Guwahati-
North Guwahati connect-
ing bridge informed that
around 37% works of the

economy suffereditsworst
contraction in decades in
thefiscal year ended March
31, 2021, asthe pandemic-
induced lockdownimpaired
economic activity. Thegov-
ernment, however, contin-
ued with the reforms that
would help sustain higher

&

Contd...Page 6

wemust keepthe =
focus on the twin

foundations of repair and
prepare,” he said referring
to the need to augment
hedlthcareinfrastructurein
the country aswell as prop
up the economy. Indian

comments but did not re-
ceive a response immedi-
ately. There was also no
immediate response from
Twitter.An official sepa-
rately told HT that Twitter
will be considered an inter-
mediary Contd...Page 6

spair,” he said at & \
tronics and information VivaTech * b\\‘ﬁ?
technology ministry for ~Summit."Instead, & | ' 'jk
%&‘ \

growth rates after theworld
emergesfromthe pandemic.
Indiaimplemented hugere-
formsacross sectors- from
mining to space, from bank-
ingto Contd...Page 6

No home isolation for any Covid19
patient who has no separ ate facility

Guwahati, June 16 : The
Assam Cabinet on Wednes-
day decided that home iso-
|ation would not bealowed
toany Covid19 patient, who
has no separate facility at
home.The decision was
taken at the Assam Cabinet
meeting held on Wednes-
day under the chairmanship
of chief minister Himanta
BiswaSarma" |t hasbeende-
cided that homeisolationwill
not be allowed to any
#COVID19 patient who
does not have a separate
facility at home for the
same," Assam chief minis-
ter Sarmawroteon hisTwit

ter handle while sharing the
decisions of the Assam
Cabinet.??t has been de-
cidedthat homeisolationwill
not be allowed to any
#COVID19 patient who
does not have aseparate fa-
cility at homefor the same.
5/5@CM OfficeAssamOn
May 25, 2021, Assam chief
minister Sarma during his
Dhubri visit announced that
the state government was
mulling to stop homeisola
tion facility for Covidl9
patients.He said the state
government would gradu-
aly sophomeisolation.The
decison Contd...Page 6

CBI books fugitive Menul Choksi for
criminal conspiracy, destruction of
evidence in fresh char gesnest

New Delhi, June 16 : The Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) hasfiled asupple-

mentary chargesheet against .
diamantaire Mehul Choksi
and the other 21 accused in
the PNB bank fraud case, in
which the fugitive has been

chargesheet, the federal agency names
four more accused, along with the previ-
‘ ous 18 accused. Among the
21 people named in the
chargesheet include former
officials of Gitanjali and
Punjab National Bank.The
charged with destruction of chargesheet wasfiled on June
evidence. According to re- - 10, under Section 120B r/w
ports, the CBI had filed a chargesheet 477-A, 201 Indian Penal Code and Section
against 18 accused, including Mehul 7 of PCAct. Thetwo of four accused, who
Choksi; however, in the supplementary  have been named in Contd...Page 6

Four morespecial trainstorun in N. F. Raillway

For the benefit of passengersand to clear extrarush

Guwahati, June 16 : It has been
decided to run four more special

trainsfrom the month of Juneand
July, 2021 for the benefit of pas-
sengers. Among these special
trains- onetrain will run between
Dibrugarh— Chandigarh, onewill
run between Silghat Town —
Tambaram and another will run
between Silchar — Coimbatore.
Moreover, one summer special
train will also run between
Guwahati and Trivandrum for four
trips each to clear extra rush of
passengers. Among these special
trains: TrainNo. 05903 Dibrugarh
—Chandigarh weekly express spe-

cid will runw.ef. 05-07-2021 until
further advice. Thetrainwill leave
Dibrugarh at 08-05 hours on ev-
ery Monday to reach Chandigarh
at 13-20 hours on Wednesday. In

| L
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return direction, Train No. 05904
Chandigarh — Dibrugarh weekly
expressspecial will runw.e.f. 07-
07-2021 2021 until further advice.
Thetrainwill leave Chandigarh at

23-20 hours on every Wednesday
to reach Dibrugargh at 07-55

hours on Saturday. Train No.
05630 Silghat Town —Tambaram
weekly express specia will run
w.e.f. 25-06-2021 until further ad-
vice. Thetrain will leave Silghat
Town at 10-05 hourson every Fri-
day to reach Tambaram at 21-25
hours on Sunday. In return direc-
tion, Train No. 05629 Tambaram—
Silghat Town weekly express spe-
cid will runw.ef. 28-06-2021 until
further advice. Thetrainwill leave
Tambaram at 18-55 hours on ev-
ery Monday to reach Silghat
Townat 04-00 Contd...Page 6
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MarjorieTaylor Greene

apologizesfor comparing House

mask ruleto

the Holocaudt

M oscow, June 16 : Onthe 24-hour

London, June 16 : Marjorie
Taylor Greene, the extremist
Republican congresswoman,
has apologized for her
comments comparing the | .

required wearing of safety '
masksin the US House to the |
horrors of the Holocaust."I'm §
truly sorry for offending |
peoplewith remarks about the
Holocaust," Taylor Greene §§8
told reporters outside the &

Capitol on Monday, saying she had visited

Washington's US Holocaust Memorial
Museum earlier in the day. "There's no
comparison and there never ever will
be."Greene's comments were a rare
expression of regret by the conservative,
who has a record of racist and
Islamophobic remarks, aswell support for
QAnon and other antisemitic conspiracy
theories.Her apology came morethan three
weeks after appearing on a conservative
podcast and comparing Covid-19 safety
requirements adopted by Democrats
controlling the Houseto "atimeand history
where peopleweretold towear agold star".
She said they were"put intrains and taken
to gas chambersin Nazi Germany. Thisis
exactly thetype of abusethat Nancy Pelosi
is talking about".Her comments sparked
widespread outrage across the political
spectrum, and were condemned by
Republican leaders, including the House
minority leader, Kevin McCarthy, who
called the comparison "appalling".GOP
leaders, however, have been reluctant to
take concrete action against Greene, a
close ally of Donald Trump. After social
media posts were unearthed in which
Greene suggested support for executing

by

today,"

from Covid-19.

some Democratic leaders, McCarthy and
most Republicans stood by her when the
House took the unusual step of stripping
her of her committee assignments in
February.But as House members returned
tothe Capitol on Monday after athree-week
break, Greene was contrite." Antisemitism
is true hate," she said. "And | saw that
today at the Holocaust museum."In 2018,
two years before her election to Congress,
she speculated on Facebook that
Cdliforniawildfiresmay have been caused
"lasers or blue beams of light"
controlled by a leftwing cabal tied to a
powerful Jewish family.On Monday, she
told reporters that when she was 19, she
visited the site of the Auschwitz
concentration camp in Nazi-occupied
Poland. "It isn't like | learned about it
she said of the Holocaust, in
which 6 million Jews and huge numbers
of other peoplewerekilled. "I went today
because | thought it was important,” she
said, and wanted to talk about it as she
apologized.House |eaders have recently
said vaccinated people are no longer
required to wear masksin the chamber.The
US s approaching nearly 600,000 deaths

Russian state news channel,
Thursday began as any other
might: with a segment about the
ageing president of the United
States battling back cicadas and
then giving a "confused" speech
about his upcoming summit in
Genevawith Vladimir Putin."I'll let
[Putin] know what | want him to
know," said Biden after a cutaway
shot of him swatting hisneck before
boarding Air Force One this
week.Signs of a thaw between
Russia and the US ahead of
Wednesday's summit are not
immediately evident on state TV,
but then again that isthe last place
that they would be.For years,
bellicose news segments about the
west and especially Ukraine have
been outdone only by the even
shoutier news debate shows, where
Russian experts compete to give
the loudest, most hawkish review
of recent political developments.
Therareliberalswhojointhem are
ritually squashed.Not quiteamirror
of the Kremlin'sthinking, Russia's
TV punditsare keener to flatter the
leadership fromall angles:. painting
Biden as a doddering grandfather,
then as an elder statesman bowing
to the need to meet with Putin, then
as a schoolboy fearing his
upcoming clash with the Russian
president. "Poor and unhappy
[Biden]," simpered the host of one
show, 60 Minutes, mocking remarks
by the White House about his
preparations for the talks.Biden's
team has made little secret of his

Onein five peoplein partsof EU pay
bribesfor healthcare, surveyfmds

London, June 16 : Almost a third of
residents in the EU relied on personal
connectionsto access healthcare during
the Covid crisis, and around onein five
in Romania, Bulgaria, Hungary and
Lithuaniapaid abribefor such services,
areport on corruption hasfound.Across
the EU's 27 member states, nearly two-
thirds (62%) of the 40,000 respondents
in asurvey conducted by Transparency
International said corruption in their
government was a magjor problem and
three-quarters (76%) said it had been
stagnating or getting worse.The authors
of the NGO's report, The Global
Corruption Barometer - the European
Union, said thefindingswere particularly
worrying given that member states are
preparing to allocate billions of euros
for post-pandemic recovery.The
European Commission is expected
imminently to approve nationa plansfor
the spending of €800bn (£687bn) that
will be jointly raised on the financial
markets."The EU is often seen as a
bastion of integrity, but these findings
show that countries across the region
remain vulnerabletotheinsidiouseffects
of corruption," said DeliaFerreiraRubio,
the chair of Transparency International.
"During a health crisis, using personal
connections to access public services
can be as damaging as paying bribes.
Livescan belost when connected people
get a Covid-19 vaccine or medical
treatment before those with more urgent
needs. It's crucial that governments
across the EU redouble their efforts to
ensureafair and equitablerecovery from
the ongoing pandemic."The report
paints a picture of discontent about the

cosy relationshi ps between big business
and governments and a high degree of
direct involvement by citizensin corrupt

practices to access public
services.Whileonly 6% of people across
the region said they had found it
necessary to pay a bribe to obtain or
access health services, the survey found
that 29% had relied on personal
connections, with that experience most
common in the Czech Republic (54%),
Portugal (46%) and Hungary (41%).The
highest proportions of people who said
they had given a bribe to secure
healthcare were in Romania (22%),
Bulgaria (19%), Hungary (17%),
Lithuania (17%) and Croatia (14%).The
use of bribes to access healthcare was
also comparatively common in Belgium
(10%), Austria (9%) and Greece (9%),
according to the survey, which was
carried out between October and
December last year.Cyprus had the
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highest proportion of respondents (65%)
saying they believed corruption had
increased over the past year, apparently
fuelled by scandals related to Cyprus's
"golden passports' scheme under which
it has been found that dozens of
convicted criminals, fugitives and
politically exposed individuals have
bought citizenship.Less than 20% of
people living in Denmark and Finland
thought corruption in government was a
big problemintheir country, whilemorethan
85% of thosein Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus,
Italy, Portugal and Spain believed it
was.There was no country in which a
majority of citizensthought corruptionwas
decreasing. Themost positiveresultscame
from Sovekia where39%of ditizensthought
there was a decline. During 2020, in the
wakeof the2018 murder of JAnKuciak, an
investigative journaist, and his fiancee,
dozensof Sovak law enforcement officids
were charged with corruption.

rigorous preparations; indeed, his
wife, Jill, declared him "over-
prepared”. The White Houseinsists
the president hasnoillusions about
a"Russianreset”, but Biden argues
that there are someissues- such as
arms control and possibly the
climate emergency - that the two
leaders have to discuss, and is
pressing to reestablish a routine
strategic dialogue between USand
Russian officials."We'renot looking
for conflict," the president said on
Sunday. "Wearelooking to resolve

those actions which we think are
inconsistent with international
norms, number one. Number two,
wherewe canwork together, wemay
be able to do that in terms of some
strategic doctrine that - that may
beableto beworked together. We're
ready to do it."In an NBC News
interview broadcast on Monday,
Putin said he would consider
establishing such a dialogue,
depending on how Wednesday's
summit went.In the real world, the
last week has givenlittleinkling of
acoming breakthrough. A Russian
court's decision on Thursday
eveningto outlaw Alexei Navalny's
organisation as "extremist" will
reassert the issue of human rights
in Russia on the summit's agenda.
And Russia'sbacking for Alexander
Lukashenkowill alsoleadto abattle
over what Moscow claims as a
sphere of influence in Belarus and
Ukraine, despite the breakup of the
Soviet Union more than 30 years

"l don't know how you get

around that," said Melinda Haring
of the Atlantic Council during a
recent roundtable hosted by the
Center for National Interest, a
Washington thinktank. "Ukraine,
Belarus, Russia'sdomestic politics,
Nato expansion, al revolvearound
who ownswhat. Do Belarusians get
to decidetheir future, do Ukrainians
get to decide their future, or does
Vladimir Putin? | think it's an
insurmountable problem." Analysts
suggested that the upcoming
summit would be "boring" and a

carefully-controlled "snoozefest"
as both sides attempted something
of areboot following acatastrophic
meeting between Putin and Donald
Trump in Helsinki in 2017, which
Trump insisted on holding without
any aides. Top US aides were
apopl ectic as Trump emerged from
one-on-one talks with Putin and
rejected his own FBI's assessment
that Russia had interfered in the
2016 elections. "President Putin
saysit'snot Russia. | don't see any
reason why it would be," he told
reporters. One advisor later said she
considered faking a medical
emergency to end the press
conference.In a statement on
Thursday, Trump repeated that he
had more faith in Putin than in US
intelligence, and asked Biden to
send the Russian leader his

"warmest regards". In his NBC
interview, Putin returned the
compl iment, describing Trump asan

"extraordinary, talented
individua".The White House does

No sign of thaw between Russia and
US ahead of Geneva summit

not want a joint press conference
thistime. Bidentold reporters. "This
is not a contest about who can do
better infront of apress conference
totry to embarrasseach other.” Other
than avoiding a scandal, there
appearsto belittlethat Moscow and
Washington can agreeon. Relations
between Russia and the US are at
their worst in recent memory, littered
with conflicts over Russian
aggression in Ukraine, alleged
electionsinterferenceintheUS, and
cyber-attacks. Russia has accused
the US and Nato of meddling in
neighbouring countries in eastern
Europe, while Putin has sought to
equate the Trump supporters who
stormed the US Congressin January
with acrackdown on Russia's street
opposition.If there is scope for
agreement, it will likely belinked to
saving the remaining nuclear arms
control architecture, which saw
further disintegration during the
Trump administration as the U S
refused to discuss renewing New
START and pulled out of the Open
Skies Treaty, a move that was
formalised by Russia this month."|
think they aremestingtotry tofigure
out why they need bilateral relations
between Russia and the United
States," said Andrey Sushentsov of
RussiasVada Discusson Club.The
change of administration in the
White House could produce a
positive dynamic, he said, as could
the Biden administration'sadoption
of the goal of "stable and
predictable’ relationswith Moscow,
adeliberately practical agendathat
he said mirrored Russias foreign
policy.He said the meeting could
allow the two sides to do
"housekeeping" to prevent the
competition from devolving into a
more dangerous stage.Success
from Moscow's perspective could
be judged on a modest scale, he
said."We should look for signs
that both teams respect each
other as professionals," he said.
"And can this team deliver? Can
Biden deliver? Because during the
Trump administration that was
not the case."

Losmg Freedom Day' isgallingfor Boris
Johnson, but thingscould get wor se

London, June16: Boris Johnson
has once again been persuaded
that he must do the inevitable and
cancel "Freedom Day" - adecision
that will deeply rankle with
him.The prime minister is said to
have complained to aides over the
weekend about briefings to
newspapers at the end of last week
that a four-week delay was the
likely outcome, saying he had
technically not made the decision
yet. But onething matters moreto
Johnson than being able to join
crowdsin apacked pub on 21 June:
not having to close them again a
few weeks later.There are some
cabinet grumblings, though not
from anyone who really has
influence. Johnson took the
decision at the beginning of his
premiership to avoid the weekly
cabinet showdowns that plagued
Theresa May by appointing
loyalists who do not speak out of
turn on issues outside their
brief. Those who matter - Rishi

Factory workers making goods for the west
bear brunt of virus surge in south-east Asia

Bangkok, June 16 : It was around mid-
May when workers at the Cal-Comp
factory in Phetchaburi, central Thailand,
heard asmdll group of their colleagueshad
tested positive for Covid-19. It soon
becameclear thevirushadripped through
the production lines. A cluster associated
withthedectronicsfactory hassncebeen
linked to thousands of infections.Hwan
Htet Paing*, aworker fromthefectory, said
he was not told the results of his Covid
test, carried out on 19 May. Despite this,
he was mstructed to quarantl neinsde a
S 8 ]

vadt hal at hisworkplace. The floor was
covered with tarpaulin sheets and lined
withrowsof mosquito netsfor eschworker.
Everyone was given a bucket and a cup,
and bedsheetsto lay acrossthefloor. Fans
were handed out to help ease the hesat -
until the vast numbers of people testing
positive meant there were none left.He
stayed for 14 days, in the same clothes
that he had been wearing when he was
sent to the facility.Across south-east
Asia, countries that managed to avoid
the worgt of the pandemic last year are
facing new wavesof
Covid-19, fuelled by
more contagious
variants. In several
countries in the
region, including
Malaysia, Vietham

and Cambodia,
clusters have begun
in key

manufacturing sites.
In Vietnam, which
virtually eradicated

theviruslast year, total caseshavetripled
since the start of May, reaching almost
10,000, driven partly by outbreaks in
factories. Maaysiawasforcedtoimpose
alockdown this month after daily cases
surpassed 9,000. Much of the country's
manufacturing sector has been allowed
to continue operating at limited capacity
throughout lockdown, despite concerns
raised by campaigners. On Friday, it
emerged that more than 800 workers at
glove maker WRP had tested positivefor
Covid."Unfortunately thewhole setup of
these production lines and factories is
not conducive to Covid-19 prevention,"
said Andy Hall, a specialist in migrant
workers' rights.Increased demand for
certain goods during the pandemic has
placed additional pressure on supply
chains. Many such products are destined
for Europe: tech gear and printers for
people who are working from home,
medical glovesfor healthworkers, tinned
tuna for people stocking up the
cupboards.In Thailand, workers a more
than 130 factories have been infected,

according to a survey by the industry
ministry reported by Thai media. This
includes Charoen Pokphand Foods,
Thailand's biggest agriculture
business.uthasinee Kaewleklal, Thailand
coordinator of the advocacy group the
Migrant Workers Rights Network, said
many of the country's affected factories
aredtaffed by workersfrom Cambodiaand
Myanmar, who areespecially vulnerable.
"They don't haveworker unionsor labour
unionslike Tha workers. They don't have
representatives to negotiate what the
employers should do for them."The
conditions at the Cal-Comp factory
guarantine facility were so poor that
workers at the site protested about
shortagesof eectricity and alack of food.
They said the food and electricity
problemsingdethefacility wereimproved
after their protests. Other workersfromthe
factory remain under isolation a home.
Chhuk Sophal* ,aCambodianworker from
Cd-Comp, hasspent morethantwoweeks
indgde his smal rented room, relying on
donors for food.

Sunak, Matt Hancock and Michael
Gove - were unanimous in
favouring a delay. Sunak told the
quad meeting on Sunday that his
ownviewswerewell known - they
were leaked to the Guardian last
week.The  Treasury has
deliberately "gone long" and
extended furlough to the autumn,
though some support will start to
taper off. Sunak is now firmly

convinced that reimposing
restrictions when they have been
lifted does the most long-term
economic and psychological
damage.And those close to the
chancellor say he has not
particularly relished being painted
as the anti-lockdown hawk when
he seems himself more as a
pragmatist who will set out the
bleak economic picture because it
ishisbrief to do so.From Dominic
Cummings and others, we know it
was not Sunak who was the
bitterest opponent of lockdown in
the autumn, but the prime minister
himself.Johnson will get apasting
from parts of the rightwing press,
especially the Mail and the
Telegraph, whose approval he
most craves, aswell asfrom many
of his own MPs.Those MPs who
oppose any delay have limited
powers - there will be a vote to
renew the restrictions but Labour
is likely to back the government.
There are other ways of making
trouble in parliament on other
pieces of legislation but it is
unclear if that can be effectively
co-ordinated. Enough Tory MPs

may vote against the restrictions
to make the PM dependent on
Labour votes but that is an
embarrassment rather than a real
obstacle.ot all of those Tory MPs
who are signed up to the Covid
Recovery Group of lockdown-
sceptic MPs will oppose delay
either. Some are more pragmatic
and their main frustration had been
with rules that felt arbitrary, such

as the 10pm curfew or the scotch
egg debacle.Perhaps most
effectively, those MPs who feel
most strongly about ending
restrictions can go ontheairwaves
and gloomily predict that if caution
is so needed in the summer then
surely new restrictions will be
needed in the autumn as the NHS
comes under more seasonal
pressure. That might start to raise
the public's hackles.Johnson's
decisionto delay for four weekswill
break some businesses but will
make relatively little difference to
how the vast majority are living
their lives. Nightclubs, maskless
commuting and mass indoor
gatherings can probably be
foregonefor another month without
too much tribulation.The real test
will beif infection rates continueto
climb and hospitalisation rates start
tolook moreworrying. Theideaof
reimposing restrictionsisanathema
to Johnson. There are other finely
balanced judgmentstoo - on mask-
wearing, working from homeadvice
and vaccinating schoolchildren. In
theend, thisdecision may look like
the easy one.
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Chief Minister Dr.Sar ma takes stock DC ReviewsVaccination Status
of COVID gtuation In state

Asks DCs to back COVID testing with aggressive vaccination

Vulnerability mapping should be done in block areas to earmark priority vaccine areas, CM

—

| 72

- f
Guwahati, June 15: Chief Minister

Dr.HimantaBiswaSarmawhilereviewingthe
current situation of the COVID 19 pandemic
in Janata Bhawan this evening through
video conference asked the Deputy Com-
missioners(DCs) to back their COVID test-
ing policy with aggressive vaccination
strategy to sustain the decline of positive
cases in the state. It may be noted that the
positive cases in the state in line with the

national average over the last few days
showed gradual decline. In this backdrop,
Chief Minister Dr.Sarma during the video
conference with the DCs and SPs asked
them not to lower their guard and maintain
strict adherence to several restrictions to
sustain the downdide of the positive cases.
Chief Minister Dr.Sarmahowever, observed
that sincethepositive casesaredowly drift-
ing towards smaller towns, municipa areas

and rural aress, there must be concerted efforts on the part
of the DCs to do the vulnerability mapping based on the
positive casesin block areas. The DCsthereafter must ear-
mark priority vaccine areasto bring people strictly fromthe
rural areas under vaccination coverage. This strategy will
help the digtricts to reverse the spread of the pandemic to
rural and teagarden aress. He also asked the Deputy Com-
missioners to achieve total saturation in vaccinating
thepeople in their respective districts. He aso asked them
to prepare district specific strategiesto achieve 100 per cent
inoculation as he assured them with adequate supply of
vaccine dosesin the coming days. Taking alook of achunk
of Anganwadi Workers and helperswho are till to be vac-
cinated, Chief Minister Dr Sarmaasked the DCs to vacci-
nate the left over Anganwadi workers and helpers on an
urgent basis. He said,this would help in saving other vul-
nerable sections like divyangjans, children and lactating
motherswho might get theinfectionsfrom them. The Chief
Minister asked the DCs and SPsto completely enforce the
restrictionsincluding curfew and inter-district movements
tofurther reducethe positivity rateintheir districts. Healso
asked the DCs of the districts where restrictions have been
relaxed following dip in positive cases, to promulgate Sec-
tion 144 to prevent assembly of people and take steps so
that relaxation inthedistrictsisnot misused. Chief Secre-
tary Jishnu Baruah, Principal Secretary to Chief Minister
Samir Kumar Sinha, Principal Secretary HomeNeerg) Verma,
Principal Secretary RevenueAvinash Joshi, CEOASDMA
GD Tripathi, Mission Director National Health Mission
Dr.Lakshamanan S and other senior officers of the gov-
ernment were present during the conference.

of West Siang W|th Stakeholders

Aalo 16th June: The West Deputy Com-
missioner Shri Moki Loyi took up an elabo-
rate meeting with Health department and
other stakeholders to know the status of
vaccination drivein West Siang to all age
groupsat Conference Hall of DC Officeon
15th June last. The DC said that prepara
tion of targeted people based on Electoral
Roll may give usaless percentage as many
people have enrolled their names in the
district and taking thevaccinein their place
of postings and dwelling. This has to be
thoroughly indentified a ong with pregnant
women and patients advised not to take
thevaccine onmedical grounds. Thedrive
hasto go on so that the virusis not trans-
mitted to each other in future. The ZPC,
Shri Babom Romin disclosed that
Panchayat |eaders are also playing proac-
tiverolein the process of vaccination and
cooperate with govt agencies in launch-
ingit. ADC YomchaShri Hento Kargasaid
that poor network connectivity hinders

Guwahati police raids
at the police quarter of Sl

onlineapplication of vaccinationin circles
like Liromobaand Yomcha The Comman-
dant 2nd APP Bn said that 94% of their
police personnel have taken the vaccine
though it has been poorly reflected in the
Vaccination web portal dueto communica
tion gap. Stresswill begivento all to take
the vaccine barring persons with medical
grounds. The DM O Dr. Moli Riba, DFWO
Dr. Tomar Kamki and DSO Dr. Jombom
Kato said that effort isbeing madeto cover
all by taking up the vaccination to circles
of the district. The left out HCWs and
FLWs complete the vaccine by 18th of
this month as per the norms. The vaccine
has been made available in plenty and
peoplein the age groups of 18 and above
will be targeted soon in a big way. The
CDPOswho are placed with HCWsalong
with their Supervisors and Anganwadi
workers have been asked to gear up the
missed out workersand play keenrolesin
the vaccination drive.

Adminigraton
OrdesCloaure

Four band
saw millsdosd
after rad

Guwahati,June16: Three
illegal band saw mills at
Champuparaunder Kamrup
West Forest Divison have
been shut down and their
meachines seized after forest
officialsconducted araidon
Wednesday. The operation
was led by Divisiona For-
est Officer, Kamrup West
and his personnel. In an-
other raid carried out by the
Forest Range Officer, Hajo
and protection squad per-
sonnel, oneillegal band saw
mill at Kalitakuchi Chowk
under Hajo Police station
was detected and machine
seized on Wednesday.

Covid Claimed
ThreeMore

Livesin Golaghat
Golaghat, Jun 16 : Today
three persons succumbed
to Covid in Golaghat and
with these three cases
Covid deathtoll risesto 89
inthedistrict. Dimbeswar
Gogoi (70) fromBam Borahi
village, Manju Kumeari (59)
from Doyang Tea Estate
and Rajani Das (66) from
Mission Compound areaiin
Golaghat succumbed to
Covid today. Meanwhile
241 fresh cases of Covid
positive were reported to-
day. At present the num-
ber of Active Cases of
Covid in the district is
1995. However 170 pa-
tients got discharged to-
day. Recovery rate is 75
per cent while Covid posi-
tivity rateis4.1.

2 moredeathsraisetall to 64 in Lakhimpur

North Lakhimpur, Junel6: Twomore
persons expired due to Covid-19,
thereby raising thetotal number of cu-
mulative deathsin Lakhimpur district
to 62. The Lakhimpur district Health
Department informed that Raja
Chaudhury( mal e, 45) of

Dhakuakhania,Angarkhowa, Panigaon
and Hira Borgohain (male,85) of
Borgohain Gaon,Japisajia, North
Lakhimpur died dueto Covid-19. The
Department also informed that ato-
gether 131 peoplewerefound positive
in Lakhimpur district on Tuesday,

thereby increasing thetotal number of
cumulative positivecasesto4989. The
Department further informed that the
total number of active casesinthedis
trict was 1121 while the number of
people discharged after recovery was
3804 in the district as on Tuesday.

Onemorediesof COVID in Nagaon
district, new 156 cases detected

NAGAON, June 16: COVID 19
claimed one more life in Nagaon dis-
trict today, taking the total death toll
in the district in the second wave to
75. Besides, 156 more fresh COVID
cases were detected today while 264
peoplewho werebeing treated in vari-
oushogpitalsaswell asat homes, were

recovered from theinfection of thevi-
rustoday. Sources claimed that total
2569 COVID caseswerecumulatively
active in the district while 11,603
COVID patientswererecovered from
the virustill the time of filing thisre-
port. Among those who tested positive
today, 125 wereimmediately admitted

to Nagaon COVID hospital aswell as
other COVID Care Centres set up at
various placesin the district while the
rest were put in homeisolation, sources
said. Rapid Antigen Test was con-
ducted on 6850 people while RT-PCR
test was conducted on 131 swab
samples today, sources added.

CM reviewsfunctioning of Irrigation
and Soil Conservation Departments

Avoid multiple contractors in a single project and

Guwahati, June 16 : Chief
Minister Dr. Himanta Biswa
Sarmatoday held ajoint meet-
ing with Irrigation and Soil
Conservation Departmentsand
reviewed theimplementation of
various projects. He directed
the Irrigation Department to

mlnlmlse delay In works: CM

ing theworksof Soil Con-
servation Dept, the Chief
Minister asked the depart-
ment to assessthedemand
of gully protection and
protective irrigation
projects. He directed to
complete all ongoing

Barnali Bora at Nagaon

NAGAON, June16: A deuthfrom Guwahati policeraided
the officia quarter of one Sl Barnali Bora at Nagaon po-
lice reserve colony this evening. Guwahati police seized
gold ornaments estimated worth of Rs 50 lakhsfrom one
Monuj Shah, agold marcent of Nagaon and Guwahati po-
lice brought him to the quarter of hiswife at Nagaon police
reserve colony this evening, sources added. Sources
claimed Sl Barnali Bora is the wife of Sl Badri Prasad
Baruwati who is currently serving in Guwahati Railway
Police. It is pertinent to mention that Sl Badri Prasad
Baruwati served as Town Sub Inspector a few years ago
and also posted in Khotkhoti in Karbi Anglong district.

Forest Department Officials
Attacked by Angry Mab

Golaghat, Jun 16 : Last night sensations prevailed at
BogidholaTeaEstatein Golaghat when two guardsof forest
department were attacked by an angry mob. According to
the report agroup of wild jumbos have been creating havoc
intheteaestate and its adjoining areas. Yesterday awoman
and her child were killed in the attack of the wild jumbos.
Thisincident created panic among the people. In the night
forest department personnel reached the spot to control
the situation. But the local people were angry and raised
allegations of negligence againgt the forest department .
At last an angry maob of around fifty people attacked two
forest guardsbrutally. Intheattack forest guards Rupkanta
Gogoi and Jehiruddin Ahmed got seriousinjuries. Themob
also damaged the vehicle of the forest department team.
The injured guards were admitted in the hospital. Mean-
whileacasehas been filed by the forest department offi-
cialsin Golaghat Police Station in thisregard.

of Daily Markets
in Bokakhat Sub
Divisonfor
Seven Days

Golaghat, Jun 16: Covid
positive cases has been
on rise in Bokakhat Sub
Division of Golaghat dis-
trict for the last week.
Awareness on preventive
measures and Covid 19
norms are being made
regularly by the Sub Divi-
sion administration . But
despite of regular appeal
Covid norms are not be-
ing maintained in some of
the areas specially daily
market areaswhich hasre-
sulted rise in Covid posi-
tivecases. Assuchto pre-
vent further spread of
Covid the Additional
Deputy Commissioner
and In Charge of Sub Di-
visional Officer ( Civil)
Bokakhat has issued an
order to closethe daily ba-
zaar of Numaligarh Chari
Ali and Bokakhat Daily
Market for seven days
withimmediate effect.

propose two big projectsto irrigate atotal of
1 lakh hectare lands in the shortest possible
time. He observed that projects of the de-
partment get delayed due to multiple execu-
tive engineers working in different aspects
like electrical, mechanical etc in the same
project and suffer because of the lack of
coordination among them.For that reason,
the Chief Minister directed the department
to maketerritorial divisionswithin 10 days
where each division will be headed by one

executive engineer. He stressed on
reorganising the department into one ef-
fective agency for carrying out projectson
time. He also instructed to avoid multiple
contractors against one project and fore-
close dl long pending incomplete projects
at the earliest. He advocated setting up few
big projectsinstead of several small irriga
tion projects. The Chief Minister directed to
explore possibilitiesof abig power-cumv-irri-
gation project onKuls River. Whilereview-

projects at the earliest
whileworking to generate
more demand for soil con-
servation projects. Soil
Conservation Minister
UrkhaoGwraBrahma, Irri-
gation Minister Ashok
Singhal, Principal Secre-
tary to the Chief Minister
Samir Kumar Sinha and
other senior officerswere

Dead body recovered at Itakhola

Biswanath Chariali, June 16: Sensa-
tion prevailed in Itakhola area under
Biswanath district when a dead body
one Sanjib Saikia (23) was recovered
from Monai sluice gate under Itakhola
outpost on Tuesday morning. Sanjib
wasthe only son of one Mohan Saikia,
ateacher from No. 2 Itakhola. Sharp

cut marks were notuced on the head
and right hand of the body. According
to information received from Mohan
Saikia, Sanjib had gone out of his
house on Monday evening and didn't
return to his home. When the family
members tried to trace the where-
abouts of Sanjib on Tuesday morning,

the dead body was spotted near the
sluice gate of Monai. The dead body
was sent for postmortem later on. The
Itakholapolice hasalready initiated in-
vestigation in this regard, but no ar-
rest has been made ill filling this re-
port. People doubted, miscreants had
murdered Sanjib.

Singer Santosh Sharma appointed as Sate
Mahlla Morcha Presdent of Bharatiya Atal Sena

Guwahati, 16 June : Renowned phi-

lanthropist and noted Hymn singer
Mrs. Santosh Sharma has been ap-
pointed as Assam State Mahila
Morcha President of Bharatiya Atal
Sena(BAYS) (Rashtriyawadi). Inan ap-
pointment letter issued by National
President of Bharatiyaa Atal Sena
Vishnu Singh Jadon said Mrs. Sharma
will look after all the issuesrelated to
Women in the state along with other
social activities. Hefurther said under
the leadership of Mrs. Sharma, soon
the executive committee of the State
Mahila Morchawill be formed. After
getting thisresponsibility Mrs. Sharma
said that in the coming days, the
Bharatiya Atal Sena (Rashtriyawadi)
Mahila Morcha of Assam Pradesh

would emerge asastrong organization
of women. She also seeked cooperar
tion from every section of the society.

After holding the post BharatiyaAtal

Sena (Rashtriyawadi) State Mahila
Morcha distributed ration packets,
masks and sanitizers among needy
families as part of its first program
among economically weaker families
during the Coronapandemic at Jalaram
BappaMandir, Fatasi| Apart fromthis,
masks and sanitizerswere also distrib-
uted on a large scale by the institute
to avoid the coronaepidemic. Recently
Singer Sharma also received Certifi-
cate of Appreciation by Naari Harsh
foundation as Corona Warriors and
Certificate of Kindness by Bhavya
Foundation, Jaipur.

present in the meeting. Meeting of AGP d|gn|tar|e£ held at Guwahati today

No. FA/TP/Tender/BTC SOPD-G/2021-22/3195-98
SHORT NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Sealed tender affixing a non-refundable Court Fee Stamp of Rs. 8.25 (Rupees Eight and paisa Twenty Five) only
with a validity a period of which will subsequently to be converted and drawn up in the printed F.2 Form are invited from the
registered contractors Class-1 (A), (B), (C) and Class-II category of Assam PWD, Roads & Buildings accordingly to their
eligibility for submitting tenders under SOPD-G for the year 2021-22 for the work stated below.

Dated, Barpeta Road, 04.06.2021.

Estimated Cost of Bid
SL . Earnest Money
No. Name of work Location Amount (in Rs) documents
(in Rs) (in Rs)
Construction of Waiting Shed at Bansbari Range Office 9000/-(for Genl.)
1 [|attached to I.B. under Bansbari Range of Manas Tiger| Bansbari Range | 4,50,000.00 4500/-(for SC,ST & 500/-
Project. 0BC)
Construction of Water Tank at Bansbari Range Office 3000/-(for Genl.)
2 |attached to LB. under Bansbari Range of Manas Tiger | Bansbari Range 1,50,000.00 1500/-(for SC,ST & 500/-
Project. OBC)
Construction of Latrine at Bansbari Range Office 5500/-(for Genl.)
3 |attached to L.B. under Bansbari Range of Manas Tiger| Bansbari Range | 2,75,000.00 2750/-(for SC,ST & 500/-
Project OBC)

The Tenders will be received on 24.06.2021 upto 3 P.M. and will be opened on 24.06.2021 at 3:30 PM in the Office
of the Field Director, Manas Tiger Project, Barpeta Road. In the event of any unusual occurrence due to strike, bandh, holiday
etc. the same will be received and opened on the next working day at same place and same time.

Details NIT may be seen in all working days during office hours in the office of the undersigned. The Tender paper
will be issued to the contractor or their authorized agent from 11.00 Hrs. to 14.00 Hrs. on all working days from 18.06.2021
to 23.06.2021 on payment of Rs. 500/- (Rupees Five hundred ) only in the form of Bankers Cheque in favour of Principal
Secretary, BTC, Kokrajhar payable at SBI, Kokrajhar.

The contractors should submit attested copy of up to date Contractor’s Registration Certificate, Labour License,
Registration of GST, Annual Turnover, PAN Card, Previous Experience Certificate, Financial Soundness Certificate, Income
Tax return etc. along with the tenders.

The Earnest Money should be deposited along with the filled up tender documents in the form of “Deposit at Call
Receipt”/Fixed Deposit/Bankers Cheque/Bank Draft of scheduled Bank in favour of Field Director, Manas Tiger Project,
Barpeta Road, Assam.

The payment will be made on availability of fund from BTC SOPD-G.

Sd/-
Field Director, Manas Tiger Project,

IPR(BTC)-68/2021 Barpeta Road, Assam.
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Thevacane
diplomacy

"Vaccinediplomacy" hasevolved into adirty phrase, not
least in relation to Chinaand the notion that its government
could be exchanging ineffectivejabsfor geopolitical capital.
At the weekend the G7 pledged just 1bn of the 11bn vac-
cines needed to immunise low- and middle-income coun-
tries, suggesting that the west cannot vaccinate the world
alone. But, over the past month, international scientific and
public hedlth authoritieshave confirmed an exciting finding:
despite the doubts of some critics, vaccines made by Chi-
nese companiesactualy work. Whilethey may remainideo-
logical adversaries, Chinaand the west now have no choice
but to collaborate on vaccinating the world.On 2 June, the
World Hedlth Organization findly approved Sinovac for emer-
gency use. Just daysearlier, Chinaslargest state-owned phar-
maceutical manufacturer, Sinopharm, had released peer-re-
viewed phaselll clinical trial data proving itsvaccine's effi-
cacy to western sceptics - and had it published in the the
Journa of theAmerican Medica Association, no less. Phase
I11's"golden sedl" meansthat each vaccineiseffectiveenough
to bewidely distributed. But critical gapsin safety datafor
patients over the age of 60 remain for both Sinovac and
Sinopharm jabs. While significant, these data holes notably
did not deter amajor approval fromtheworld'shighest pub-
lic health authority. With only 6% of the globe fully vacci-
nated, the need for doses clearly outweighs the risks the
vaccines may pose.Both jabs efficacy has been publicly
doubted; most recently whenthe UAE began offering athird
Sinopharm "booster shot". Vaccines produced in China -
aongsidethe ChineseMilitary Academy of Medica Sciences
partner producer CanSinoBio - havebeenlargely ignored by
theWHO's Covax initiative, amultilateral attempt to vacci-
natethe devel oping world. According to reports, Sinopharm
and Sinovac could have been clearer about dose availability
or production capacity earlier onif they really wanted abig-
ger seqt at the Covax table. But sinceApril, thetragic Covid-
19 situation in India has made doses from Covax's largest
supplier, Oxford/AstraZeneca, impossible to procure. Par-
ticularly inlight of theunderfunding pledged by leadersof G7
countries, theWHO hashad little choicebut to ask Sinopharm
- and now Sinovac - for help, astheinitiative trudges along
towards vaccinating the world.If vaccines made in China
could support gaps in Covax, then, what's left of Chinas
vaccinediplomacy?Beijingistrying to halt the narrativethat
it wields doses for political power. The phrase "vaccine di-
plomacy" now only appearsin Chinese mediawhenit'sbe-
ing used to condemn western commentary on the topic; a
practicethat China'sleading state-run news agency Xinhua
cals"gnister". Someof the Chinese population areincreas-
ingly concerned that vacci ne diplomacy isbecoming another
"wolf warrior”, a phrase that many consider overtly
demonising of Chinasinfluence abroad. Users on Chinese
sociad media giants WeChat, Weibo, and DouYin are actu-
ally moreinclined to usethe phrases"vaccine assistance” or
"vaccinedonation".Thusfar, Chinese vaccination donations
abroad have been conducted bilaterally rather than through
Covax. However, framing win-win vaccine distribution as
topping up Beijing's mora currency reserves is a careful
choicelinked directly to China's stated foreign policy aims.
Thelanguage of Chinas"International Development Coop-
eration in the New Era" white paper, launched in January,
paints Chinaasadeve oping nation that considersitshome-
made vaccinesasa"global public good”. Itsdraft 14th five-
year plan, published in March, alludes to financia motiva
tionsfor vaccine diplomacy, citing the nation's hopesto be-
come aglobal pharmaceutical tech leader.Outside the wes,
coverage has been mixed on the usage of Chinese-made
vaccines. Some hasbeen outright political, including cover-
age of China pressuring Paraguay, Honduras and other na-
tions to cut ties with Taiwan in exchange for doses, or de-
layed dose distribution of Chinese-made vaccinesin south-
east Asa Headlines in the Middle East have reflected a
more moderate approach. They have thanked Chinafor its
generosity and reflected efficacy scepticism. Amplified anxi-
eties surrounding the blood clot concerns over AstraZeneca
pushed many in the region to choose Sinopharm asa " safer
dose".Chinese-made vaccines may have increased the
nation's soft power abroad; however, reducing the conver-
sationto purely political motivations extrapolated via head-
linesignores hard truths. Vaccine hoarding by thewest dur-
ing the pandemic's early months put Covax far behind its
target of vaccinating 2.3 billion people by theend of theyear.
China's vaccine factories can generate 3bn vaccines a year
and have already exported 250m whilethe USisjust getting
started. Further, Covax's total aim is to vaccinate just 20%
of people from lower- and middle-income countries by the
end of the year, leaving 80% of the market up for grabs by
corporateinterests. Thiscould be an extraordinary opportu-
nity to spread globa wealth. Manufacturing of Chinesecom-
panies vaccines overseas may benefit diverse economies
acrossIndonesia, Egypt and, most notably, the UAE, where
Sinopharm has already been rebranded asHayat-Vax.When
it comes to vaccines, G7 countries adversarial attitude to-
wards China must take a moral pause. Covax and interna-
tional governments looking for doses should increase col-
laboration, rather than competition, with vaccine companies
across the world - including those in China. At wort, con-
tinuing to question Sinopharm and Sinovac's efficacy may
increase vaccine hesitancy. While rightly delayed on the
grounds of data, late approval for Sinopharm and Sinovac's
vaccines undoubtedly cost many lives globally.After ayear
and ahalf of pandemic madness, theworldistired of blurred
lines between proof and politics. While the west and China
may remain adversaries, globa public hedthinitiativesmust
be careful to keep putting evidence and necessity - rather
than geopolitical rivary - firdt.

|ndia's Taliban outreach will mean different
carrotsfor dlfferent Ievels of commanders

2 Tara Kartha

eports that India has opened
R ‘formal channelsof communica

tion' to the Taliban, thereby
changing its decades-old policy, cre-
ated something of a stir in strategic
circles. Clearly, with about 50 per cent
of US troops already out of Afghani-
stan, the clock is ticking. Standing
staunchly by Kabul isall very well, but
the reality is that the Taliban are not
going anywhere, and will be part of any
future dispensation in Afghanistan.
That'sthe central pivot of all decision-
making. That, and what the Taliban want
themselves. That's tricky, since it de-
pends just who the 'Taliban' are at this
point in time.Deciding on just who the
Taliban arerequiresabit of adrill-down.
First, the 'Taliban' effectively means
some 60,000 core fighters, give or take,
with severa thousand in a situation of
flux. Added to that are support groups or
facilitators, which some sources number
in tens of thousands, aswell aslocal mi-
litiaswho may support themfor gain. An
increasingly large part of these 'profes-
siona’ fighters have never known any
other life. Othersare 'part-time' fighters,
going back to till their fields or 'regular'
jobs, especially in districts where the
Taliban are more or less in control. To
both, being aTaliban meansmoreincome,
and clout in their villages. Controlling
these are district or local commanders,
whose job it is to ensure collection of
taxes in the name of a 'shadow govern-
ment'. Services have to be provided to
the local population, which in turn en-
sures the Taliban a steady supply of re-
cruits, ensuring numbers are sustained
in the fighting season. Both these tiers
can go on fighting till the end of their
livesif necessary. But what they want
is a move from shadow to substance;
andthey'relikely to get just that inlarge
parts of Afghanistan even if negotia-
tions stall.India's announcement of fur-
ther aid of $80 millionin November last
year for some 150 projects signals an
acceptance of the reality that for any

development project to succeed, goo
relationswith ground-level fightersare
vital. These are not people with tiesto
Pakistan or anyone else. They're sim-
ply likely to go wheretheir interestsare
protected. With projectsin all 34 prov-
inces, Delhi has already recognised
that.Second, there are the Taliban field
commanders, who have created their
own fiefdoms causing considerabl e un-
ease in the Leadership Council. A sea-
soned analyst points out that at Doha,
Mullah Baradar opted for "reductionin
violence" rather than a ceasefire, since
he was uncertain whether commanders
would actually obey the leadership.
Many have acquired their own "busi-
ness interests". Apart from the 'opium
economy' valued at some $4 billion or
more, are mining operations. Reports
indicate that some 75 per cent of
Afghanistan's mines are with the
Taliban and other strongmen. Talc min-
ing issecond only to narcoticsin value,
whilethe gold and lapislazuli minesin
Badakshan have shaped the conflict
there. Commanders function like cor-
porate honchos, and neither the Taliban
leaders nor anyone else can get them
to stop fighting unless their interests
are assured. The advantageisthat their
independence gives negotiators alittle
leeway. The more the divisions, the
greater the space for persuasion.Third,
are those at the Taliban's leadership
level, extending from the Amir Hibatullah
Akundzada, who is ostensibly the sole
leader, to the Rahbari (or Quetta) shura,
and some 16-plus commissions that
oversee military, intelligence, and other
functionsincluding health, and increas-

ingly a sophisti
down are the shadow governors and
their 'staff' who manage arange of tasks.
The resilience of the structure largely
held while Mullah Omar washeadingit.
But the manner in which his death was
hidden for years, the huge finances, and
yearsof Pakistani dominance, whichin-
cluded imprisoning those who went
against their wishes, has meant that the
organisation is not quite as united as it
likesto make out.That brings mattersto
Mullah Baradar, one of those who
founded the Taliban, but was neverthe-
less held prisoner in 2010 by Pakistani
intelligence. Hewasreleased in 2018 a
physically weakened man, but still com-
mands considerabl e respect, despite at-
tempts to sideline him at Doha. He is
reportedly one of those whom Delhi has
reached out to. There could be others
fromtheold guard, like Noorullah Noori,
released from Guantanamo Bay together
with five others. Or even Mullah Yagub,
son of Mullah Omar who has consoli-
dated his power as head of the military
commission, and who is favoured by
Baradar. Thisisnot just about Delhi pick-
ing anti-Pakistan insurgents, though
that is eminently desirable. So far, the
Taliban have not shown any interest in
India, and indeed its spokesperson last
year denied social mediareportsthat the
Taliban would turn to India soon, stat-
ingthat it hasno interest in theinternal
affairs of other countries. As fissures
appear in the apparent monolith, it's
time for a quiet reach out. What the
Taliban want is continued aid without
the interference that characterises its
neighbour. It'sdoable.In addition, there

isno denying that the DohaAgreement
between Washington and the Taliban,

gavethelatter aclear diplomatic stand-
ing, despite repetitive denial of recog-
nition in the text. Insurgent leaders
have been adding frequent flyer miles
flying to major foreign capitalsinclud-
ing Beijing. Rubbing shoulders with
China, while Delhi fumed fromthe side-
lineswas hardly apolicy. Whichiswhy
Delhi was present at the start of the
Doha talks in September, when a 20-
member Taliban delegation was in at-
tendance. An Indian representative was
also present at the signing of the Doha
agreement. Under S. Jaishankar -afor-
eign minister who thinks on his feet -
the shift had begun already. And to
give the Taliban leadership their due,
they have madeit clear that while wel-
coming aid, they do not want any for-
eign power ontheir land, Islamic or oth-
erwise. That was most apparent in the
strong rebuff to Turkey's recent offer
to stay back in Afghanistan and guard
the airports and embassies. |slamabad
won't have afreerun in the country so
easily, though it still holds the domi-
nant hand and will probably continue
to do so.Now comes the difficult part.
A recent UN report reiterates the
Taliban's continuing close connections
with al-Qaeda, who are present in some
15 districts. Also present isAQIS (al-
Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent), its
regional affiliate. Thereissome discreet
distancing now. But that could change
in days. Apart from that are remnants
of the Islamic State, and aslew of Paki-
stani groups and fighters, all of whom
entrenched under somelevel of Taliban
patronage. That's mostly the Hagganis.
While diplomacy will rightly focus on
protecting the rights of women and mi-
noritiesin Afghanistan, the security es-
tablishment will look for assuranceson
these dangerous elements. That will
require links all the way from the top
to the bottom, with each level requir-
ing adifferent carrot to cooperate. All
this while keeping Kabul reasonably
happy and traditional friends in the
loop. It'sachess game with more play-
ers than pieces, set in a scene of vio-
lence that is likely to rise alongside
negotiations. It could all fall apart at
any timeinto civil war. Nothingisruled
out. Hunger games indeed.

No great cholces between the two
ex-diplomats camps. Both equdly‘dlncoherent

= Bharat Karnad

in 23 BC, washeing satirical or opti

mistic about the future of Romewith
his cry "carpe diem quam minimum
credula postero”- 'seize the day, trust-
ing aslittle as possiblein the next one' -
after Augustus Caesar had vanquished
his domestic foes, ended the Republic
and began the Empire by pacifying |be-
ria, conquering Egypt and installing him-
sdlf asthe pharoah.Horace cametomind
with three recent, probably unrelated,
events. In hiscolumn (The Timesof In-
dia, 29 May), BJP Rajya Sabha MP
Swapan Dasgupta fulminated against
the "left liberal" and "global ‘woke' fra-
ternity” for samming Narendra Modi's
management of, and his government's
performance during, the Covid-19 pan-
demic and hinted darkly at the"Old Es-
tablishment" forging "alianceswith for-
eign entities" to pull down India and
besmirch the Prime Minister. But there
isalso aminisculegroup of socialy lib-
erd right-wingersthat has been lambast-
ing Modi 2016 onwardsfor something a
lot worse - for not even making an effort
to deliver on his election slogans and
promises. "Minimum government, maxi-
mum governance", "Government hasno
business to be in business", and
"atmnirbharta”, they argue, have re-
mained just rhetoric in the Modi oeuvre,
even as conservative precepts touting
individualism and therapid privatisation
of the public sector areignored.On 2 June,
agovernment order proposed to dock the
pensions of retired intelligence officers
and the like who reveal some skuldug-
gery or cloak-and-dagger business in
their memoirs, and tasked the current
heads of departments they worked in to
decide what revelation breached which
sensitive information threshold. While
unexceptionable- the vetting requirement
isstandardin CIA and M1 6, for example
- department headsin the Indian context,
however, are likely to play safe and re-
dact all interesting stories. Thismay pre-
serve national secrets but render a po-
tential bestseller-manuscript dud on ar-

I tishardto know if the poet Horace,

rival, and aspiring memoirists sans fat
book contracts.The vetti ng directiveand
the shrill reaction to criticism generally
suggest athin-skinned Modi regimethat
wantsto ensureits advertisements about
itself are not publicly shredded. Unfortu-
nately, such actionsdon't burnish India's
democratic credentials or the Prime
Minister's personal reputation.A day later
on 3 June, four foreign service stalwarts-
Kanwal Sibal, Shyamala Cowsik, Veena
Sikri and Bhaswati Mukherjee- fronting
for something called 'Forum of Former
Ambassadors of India (FFAI) published
an apologiafor Indianforeign policy post-
2014 in Thelndian Express. It sarted with
an attack against "those who were at the
helm of our foreign and security policies
in the past", "relentlessly” criticising
"PrimeMinister NarendraModi'sforeign
policies’. Thisarticledrew interestin part
because Jyoti Mahaotrahighlightedin her
8 June column in ThePrint that FFAI is
patronised by the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) - the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party'sideol ogicd fount
and political bedrock. These critics of
Modi the FFAI is at loggerheads with, it
turns out, are members of the Constitu-
tional Conduct Group (CCG), whichlike
FFAL, is of recent vintage. The former
founded in 2018 is more settled with a
proper Constitution, etc; the latter, cur-
rently better placed, isgtill finding itsfeet,
its defence of Modi's record marking its
publicdebut. If CCG hasinitsranksformer
National Security Advisor Shivshankar
Menon and ex-Foreign Secretary Shyam
Saran, who served Manmohan Singh and,
by Dasgupta's reckoning, constitute the
"Old Establishment”, FFAl isled by Sibdl,
Foreign Secretary for acoupleof yearsin
theAtd Bihari Vajpayee government. At
onelevel, this seemsto be an intramural
fight to influence the public perceptions
of Modi and his policies.Thereis, how-
ever, nothing to choose between the
quality of CCG's defence of the
Manmohan Singh-era foreign policies,
when the strategically debilitating civil
nuclear cooperation deal with the United
Stateswas formalised, for example, and
the policies of the successor BJP gov-
ernment during which the three "foun-
dational accords" were signed with
America, andthe Quadrilateral (India, US,
Japan, Australia) to contain Chinain the

Indo-Pacific articulated. They are both
equally incoherent and dig ointed, reflect-
ing the confusion at the heart of Indian
foreign policy. (For substantive critiques
of the foreign and national security poli-
cies under Manmohan Singh and
NarendraModi, refer respectively tomy
2015 book Why IndiaisNot aGreet Power
(Yet) and my 2018 book Staggering For-
ward: NarendraModi and India's Global
Ambitions.) Indeed, Sibal, etd, intrying
to argue that CCG's criticism is unwar-
ranted because its leading members had
a hand in crafting Manmohan Singh's
policiesthat Modi has persisted with, ac-
knowledgethat the BJP government has,
Gulf countries apart, done absolutely
nothing new in the foreign policy field,
there being "clear continuities”, as they
put it, in Modi's approach to the
neighbourhood, the United States,
China, Russia, and the Quadrilateral - the
"security diamond" (not "Indo-Pacific"
they claimwas) conceived by ShinzoAbe
in 2007. But FFAI's assertion, for in-
stance, that "The Modi government has
paid far more attention to its neighbours
than the previous government", does not
mean relations with most of them have
improved, nor that Modi's "109 visits
abroad, visiting 60 countries" other than
asarecord of histravel, really benefited
India. These are the sorts of elementary
mistakes CCG and FFAI representatives
make in overstating the alleged suc-
cesses of Modi and Manmohan Singh
inexternal affairs.TroubleisFFAI seeks
protection from brickbats for the BJP
government on the ground that in the
throes of the Covid-19 pandemic it

deems a"national calamity", the coun-
try hasto be"united". This self-serving
argument, smacking of the desireto in-
gratiateitself with Modi seeks, in effect,
blanket immunity from criticismfor those
in power because India, after all, faces
some calamity or the other all the
time.Both the Congress and BJP gov-
ernments can be seen to have failed if
the 'India First' metric - originally
conceptualised by this analyst in 2002
('IndiaFirst', Seminar, Issue 519, 2002)
which Modi floggedin hisfirst election
campaign - is used to judge Indian for-
eign policy. Thisis so because the 'In-
diaFirst' tilt, predicated on overturning
the regional and international status
guo, has been missing. Reason why a
heavyweight Indiahas all along boxed
in bantamwel ght-class, and desperately
needs disruptive foreign and military
policies to carve out an independent
strategic space and role for itself with
appropriately re-configured armed
forces. But this sort of thinking is
anathema to risk-averse Indian
policymakers whether in the BJP or
Congress, and their sympathisers in
FFAI or CCG.Moredamagingly, Indian
regimes, of whatever ideological stripe,
have stayed stuck in the subordinate
State mindset, cementing the country's
standing as a pawn on the global chess-
board. Preoccupation with the risk/re-
ward cal culus of band-wagoning with
the US or Russia or China has re-
sulted in nothing meaningful being
doneto make India, a nation with natu-
ral heft, aplayer. Or, to help the coun-
try to seize the moment.
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Buy thesethreestockswith
srongsupport oncharts, | CICI

15% upsde

Mumbai, June 16 : Domestic headlinein-
dices, Sensex and Nifty recently reached
freshall-timehighsonceagain. Daa Street
has been in control of bullsfor the major-
ity of the trading sessions since April last
year. Although there have been corrections,
none haslasted long enough or been sharp
enough to invoke fear among investors.
However, treading cautiously when mar-
kets reach record highs might be the cor-
rect way forward. Amid this, domestic bro-
kerage and research firm ICICI Direct has
handpicked three shares as its 'Gladiator
stocks' that find strong technical support
on the charts along with robust fundamen-
tals. Tata Motors share price has seen a
sharp recovery from March 2020 lowswhen
it tanked to trade at Rs 64 per share. "The
auto index is seen breaking above its last
five month's consolidation signalling re-
sumption of up move. Among large-cap
auto stocks, we remain constructive on

Dect esasmuch

Tata Motors as it formed a
higher base above the major
| support areaof Rs280andis
"l seen resuming its primary
_ | uptrend, thus offering afresh
| entry opportunity,” ICICI Di-
~| rect said in a report. They
| added that Tata Motors re-
% cently registered a breakout
1 above the last four month's
% consolidation range of Rs
y 342- 279, thus opening up-
| sidetowards Rs405.franklin
sl templetonFranklin Templeton
CEO, fund managersfined Rs15 cr by SEBI;
forensic audit reveals discrepanciesGold
Rate Today, Gold Price Today in IndiaGold
Price Today, 15 June 2021: Gold below Rs
49,000 ahead of US Fed meet; analystsad-
vise'sell on rise’Fundamentally, Tata Mo-
torsisleading the charge among domestic
auto OEMs in the transformation of elec-
trification. The company isamarket |eader
inthe domestic CV spacewhich ICICI Di-
rect believesis set to witness an impend-
ing cyclical upturn following about two
yearsof laggard performance. TataMotors
has al so upped itsgamein the PV segment
and garnered astrong favourabl e customer
response. Buying is advised between Rs
348-358, with astop lossat Rs324. At cur-
rent levels, the stock would need to jump
15% to reach the target price in the 3-
month timeframe.The stock has performed
well inthelast few months, recouping past
seven months declinein just 3 months.
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Microsoft Teamsfor Free

Personal featuresin
M icrosoft Teams

Guwahati/ New Delhi/ Mumbai, June 16 : Microsoft
Teams, achat and collaboration platform for all isalready
a leading solution for working professionals. Now, one
can also connect with others through Microsoft Teams.
Users can download theiOS, Android, or desktop appto  or
get started. The new features are designed to ensure easy
and prompt conversations with others. Users can use
Microsoft Teams in Assamese and will get access to all
features of Teams and can any time change the language
back to English. With Microsoft Teams, one can now speak
to 300 people for 24 hours straight without any worry
about phone bills. The app has features like Video Call-
ing, Together Mode, Chatting and Polling. Microsoft
Teamsis available for free download on any iOS or An-
droid device. 2 Microsoft Teamsin Assamese Guwahati/
New Delhi/ Mumbai, June2021: Microsoft Teamsisachat

about phone hills. The app
hasfeatureslikeVideo Cal-
ing, Together Mode, Chat-
ting and Polling. Onany iOS
Android device,
Microsoft Teams is avail-
ablefor free download.

Nifty at fresh high of 15,900, Sensex hits
all-timehigh; RIL, Infosystop contributors

Mumbai, June 16 : Share Market
News Today | Sensex, Nifty, Share
PricesLIVE: Domestic equity mar-
ket benchmarks BSE Sensex and
Nifty 50 weretrading at record high
levels on Monday amid mixed
Asian cues. BSE Sensex hit arecord
high of 52,835.51, while Nifty 50
scaled a fresh all-time high of
15,889.60. Indusind Bank, Tech
Mahindra, Asian Paints, |CICI
Bank, HDFC Bank, Axis Bank,
Kotak MahindraBank, HCL Tech-
nologies, Bajg Finsv, Infosys. On
theflipside, Dr, Reddy'sLab, Titan
Company, Bajg Financeand L& T
were top index laggards. Barring
Nifty Pharma index, all the Nifty
sectoral indicesweretrading inthe
green, lead by Nifty Realty index.
Nifty Bank index was up 0.78 per
centElevated global commodity
prices, highly taxed auto fuels and
unfavourable base effect propelled
wholesalepriceinflationin May to
12.94%, the highest in the current
series with 2011-12 base year,
showed the official datareleased on
Monday. Retail inflation, too, spiked
toasix-month high of 6.30%in May,
asfood inflation returned, aided by
a30.84% risein oils and fats, and
pricepressureinfuel & light surged
(11.58%).Domestic headline indi-
ces, Sensex and Nifty recently
reached fresh al-time highs once
again. Dala Street hasbeenin con-
trol of bullsfor the majority of the
trading sessions since April last
year. Although there have been
corrections, none has lasted long
enough or been sharp enough to
invokefear among investors. How-
ever, treading cautiousy when mar-
kets reach record highs might be
the correct way forward. Amid this,
domestic brokerage and research
firm ICICI Direct has handpicked
three sharesasits'Gladiator stocks
that find strong technical support
on the chartsalong with robust fun-
damentals. Pandemic-induced

growth in e-commerce adoption
and digital payments, which has
enabled seamless cross-border
trade, represents a$526 billion op-
portunity in exportsfor small busi-
nesses to benefit, according to a
PayPal study. Of this, nearly 60 per
cent of exported items are goods

end of the PO pricebandisdightly
better than the peer companies.
Similarly, the company has one of
thebest ROE & ROCE of 23.8% and
24.8% respectively. Company has
avery healthy balance sheet with
negative Net Debt/ Equity. We be-

which representsa$313 billion mar-
ket for India'slocal artisansof tribal
products, handicrafts, or small ex-
portersof gems & jewellery. Tight-
ened cost control measures aided
EBITDA and PAT. Given the criti-
cality of itscomponent offeringsin
Indiaaswell as globally, the com-
pany enjoysahigher grossEBITD
margins of 59%/28% respectively.
Low leverage despite capex inten-
sive nature of the business has
boosted its return ratios (ROE of
17%). Itsdeep-rooted relationships
with OEMs(10-25 years) makesit a
compelling growth story. With in-
creased penetration of Battery elec-
tric vehicles, the company could see
anuptick incontent per vehicleover
next few years. At the upper price
band of Rs 291, the offer is priced
at 74.1x/55.6x/41.4x EPSon FY 21/
22e/23e EPS on our estimates. We
assigna SUBSCRIBE ratingtothe
offer. INDSECFY-2021PE of 31.2x
and EV/EBITDA of 17.8x, at upper

and collaboration platform for all. It isalready aleading
solution for working professionals. Now, one can aso
connect with othersthrough Microsoft Teams. Userscan
download theiOS, Android, or desktop app to get started.
The new features are designed to ensure easy and prompt
conversations with others. Microsoft Teamsis available
for free download on any iOS or Android device.

A user can use Microsoft Teamsin Assamesetoo and will
get access to al features of Teams and can any time
change the language back to English. With Microsoft
Teams, one can now speak to 300 people for 24 hours
straight without any worry about phone hills. The app
hasfeatureslike Video Calling, Together Mode, Chatting
and Polling. 3.Personal features in Microsoft Teams
Guwahati/ New Delhi/ Mumbai, June 2021: A chat and
collaboration platformfor all, Microsoft Teamsisalready
aleading solution for working professionals. Users can
download theiOS, Android, or desktop app to get started.
Now, one can al so connect with othersthrough Microsoft
Teams. The new features are designed to ensure easy
and prompt conversations with others. A user can use
Microsoft Teams in Assamese and will get access to all
features of Teams and can any time change the language
back to English. With Microsoft Teams, one can now speak
to 300 people for 24 hours straight without any worry

Delhi, June 16 : IndiaFirst
Lifelnsurance Company Limited
(IndiaFirst Life), promoted by
Bank of Baroda and Union Bank
of India, hasintroducedIndiaFirst
LifeMicroBachat Plan. Thisnon-
linked, participating, limited pay,
micro-lifeinsurance policy isde-
signed to offerdual benefits of
security and disciplined savings
to secure life's certainties. The
competitively priced, low pre-
miumsizemakesthisplananided
choice for ensuring security and
savings.Providing financia sup-
port to theinsured'sfamily,in case
of any eventuality, the plan en-
sures constant life cover
benefitsdespite missing a pre-
mium. Additionally, to take care
of the liquidity needs, the loan
facility on the policy can be
availed with a shorter pay com-
mitment of 5 years. Rushabh
Gandhi, Deputy CEO, IndiaFirst
Lifelnsurance Company Limited

said, "With the objective of of-
fering micro insurance solutions
to customers in the hinterlands
wheretheinflow of incomeiser-
ratic and cyclical, we are de-

All'" IndiaFirst LifeMicro Bachat
Plan takes care of the insured's
liquidity needs through its loan
facility. The policy can be pur-
chased online or offline as per

lighted to one's con-
introduce venience.
IndiaFirst Thislimited
Life Micro premium
Bachat Plan F paying, and
in its new participat-
avatar. A i n g
verrect [INAIQFIFSE  bavoic
combina- L i a shorter
tionofsecu- |[LIFE INSURANGE pay com-

rity, protection, and disciplined
savings, this simple and afford-
ableplanisavailablethrough our
Regional Rural Banks(RRBs) and
the Common Service Centers
(CSCs). We service customers
across 98% pin-codes in the
country through our diversified
distribution network and thisnew
planwill help usget closer to our
stated objective of 'Insurance for

mitment of 5yearswhileoffering
savingsand protectioninasingle
policy up to 15 years. The com-
pany offers adiversified suite of
44 need-based offerings (prod-
ucts & riders) catering to varied
customer segments across the
country.

About IndiaFirst Life Insur-
ance Company Ltd:

Headquartered in Mumbai,

lieve that the upcoming expansion

T R

plan in Bangalore & Chennai can
be funded through internal accru-
als and minimum amount of debt.
Weareassigning a" Subscribe" rec-
ommendation to the issue.CPI in-
flation surprisingly surpassed the
RBI'starget band, amid higher food
and core inflation, despite weak
demand. We expect the RBI to con-
tinue to focus on supporting
growth as a large part of the in-
creaseininflationissupply-driven
and hence transitory in nature. As
growth startsnormalizing from July,
RBI's ability to ignore inflationary
risks will be restricted, prompting
gradua monetary policy normaliza-
tion from October. Kotak Institu-
tiond EquitiesCapital marketsregu-
lator SEBI (Securitiesand Exchange
Board of India) has fined Franklin
Templeton Trustee Services; FT
AMC CEO Sanjay Sapre; and seven
otherstothetuneof Rs15crore, in
the matter relating to the abrupt clo-
sure of six debt mutual funds

IndiaFirs LifelntroducesMicroBachat Planin aNew
Avatarto ProvideEnhanced Security & Savings

A non-linked, participating, limited pay, and affordable micro-lifeinsurance policy with an
optimum mix of protection, safety, and guaranteed returns to securelife's certainties

IndiaFirst Life Insurance Com-
pany Limited (IndiaFirst Life), with
apaid-up sharecapital of INR 663
crores, is one of the country's
youngest life insurance compa-
nies. It is promoted by two of
India's largest public-sector
banks - Bank of

Baroda and Union Bank of
India, which hold 44% and 30%
stakes in the company, respec-
tively. Carmel Point Investments
IndiaPrivate Limited incorporated
by Carmel Point Investment Ltd,
a body corporate incorporated
under the laws of Mauritius and
owned by private equity funds
managed by Warburg PincusLLC,
New York, United States also
holds26% stakein IndiaFirst Life.
Thecompany'skey differentiator
isits simple, easy-to understand
productsthat arefairly priced and
efficiently serviced. For details,
please visit https://
www.indigfirstlife.com/

schemeslast year. SEBI initsorder
said that the evidence seen by it
does not indicate that the Trustees
had exercised high standards of
service, exercised due diligence,
ensured proper care and exercised
independent professiona judgment
to address risks. Earlier last week,
SEBI had fined Franklin Templeton
and asked it to return Rs 512 crore
in management and advisory fees
to investors.The index continues
its bullish trajectory and seems
headed to 15900-16000. Despite
multiple sessions of nervousness,
the Nifty has been successful in
respecting the 15700-15750 levels
of support. As long as we do not
break that on a closing basis, this
trend is here to stay. The best way
toridethistrend will beto accumu-
late long positions on dips. That
would be the most prudent way of
being a part of the larger trend.
Manish Hathiramani, proprietary
index trader and technical analyst,
Deen Dayal InvestmentsVideocon
share price hit 5% upper circuit on
BSE even asthe National Company
Law Tribunal (NCLT) approved
Vedanta Group's Twin Star Tech-
nologies' resolution plan for
Videocon IndustriesLtd. Asper the
resolution plan, Videocon Indus-
trieswill bedelisted.Gold pricesin
India were struggling on Tuesday,
asyellow metal intheinternational
market steadied. Investorsawaited
theUS Federal Reservemesting for
further clarity onrisinginflation and
monetary policy going forward. On
Multi Commodity Exchange, gold
August futures were trading Rs 20
up, at 48,543 per 10 gram, asagainst
the previousclose of Rs48,523 per
10 gram. Silver July futures, onthe
other hand, were down Rs 521 or
0.72 per cent at Rs 71,358 per kg.On
the initial day of the bidding pro-
cess, Shyam Metalics initial public
offering was oversubscribed by in-
vestors. On the other hand, Sona
Comgtar's|POwas subscribed 11%.
Of the two, Sona Comstar is the
larger offering -- over 5 times the
size of Shyam Metalics. Retail in-
vestors were upbeat on both the
IPOs, tuning out to be the largest
bidders so far. After along pause,
the PO market saw two fresh pub-
lic offerings open for subscription
yesterday amid volatile market mo-
mentum. Sofar inthisfinancia year,
investors have seen only two other
IPOs hit the street.Domestically,
broad dollar strength and rising ail
prices have hurt the rupee in past
trading sessions. Besides that, a
spikeinIndiasretail priceinflation
to asix-month high of 6.3%inMay,
breaching the Reserve Bank of
India's target range after five
months; whileajumpinwholesale
prices by 12.94% in May could
further dent investor sentiments.
However, the only ray of hope to
support the rupeeisthe Fll inflows
on account of upcoming IPO'sand
QIP's that could cap sharp losses
thereon. Overall, we expect the
USDINR pair to form a base near
73.20-30 and rebound sharply
above 73.80-74.00 level sin upcom-
ing days. Amit Pabari, managing
director, CR Forex Advisors

ThisWorld Music Day, Lift Up your spirit,
with MTV BEATS, Vhland MTV#LIiftUpWithMusic
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Delhi June 16 : Did you know that
musicisstill theno.1 stressbuster for
youth, trumping sleep or talking to
friends/confidantes?As per MTV
Youth Study 2021, youth chose mu-
sic 44% of the times when under
stress in 2020, compared to 20% in

|

-.||:

2018-19. As it istruly said, 'Where
words fail, music speaks." Whilewe
continue our struggle withcoming to
terms with the new normal, that has
limited human interaction asmuch as
leaving usfeeling forlorn,the biggest
respite has beencourtesy music.With

and beauty of music that binds us

therapeutically and helps us lift up
our spirits, thisyear, some of thelead-
ing artists across India have decided
to cometogether for World Music Day
LiftUponMTV BEATS VhlandMTV

#LiftUpWithMusic.Hosted by the eu-
phonic JonitaGandhi, thismusic con-
cert will be theone-stop destination for
unplugged music, positive
affirmationshby artists, interactive ses-
sions, candid conversations, and
more, on Monday, 21st June. * MTV
Beats 12PM, 6PM, 10PM, * Vh1- 12
PM and9PM,* MTV - 2:30PM, 8:30
PM World Music Day Lift Upwill bea
one-of-a-kind musical extravaganza,
featuring 32 ace musicians, such as
Shilpa Rao, SonaMohapatra, Shaan,
JubinNautiya, Salim-Sulaiman, Reftear,
Sachin-Jigar,ShreyaGhoshal,Armaan
Malik, AmaalMallik, RochakKohli,
Tuls Kumar, Shamali, Arjun Kanungo,
Akasa, Asees Kaur, Harshdeep Kaur,
DhvaniBhanushdi, Sachet-Parampara,
Ankur Tewari, Bhoomi Trivedi, Visha
Mishra, Nikhita Gandhi-Shashwat
Singh, Anusha Mani-
SangeetHaldipur, ShashaaTirupati,
Payal Dev, Stebin Ben, Avanti Nagral,
RaghavMesttle, Kamakshi Khanna,
Yashraj, Kayan, Zephyrtone,
TrishesandL-Fresh The Lion, whowill

perform unplugged versions of their
favourite songs, and talk about how
asong helped lift up their spiritsdur-
ing thelockdown and acted asacata-
lyst in the process of healing through
the pandemic. Excited to host World
Music Day Lift Up, Jonita Gandhi
said, "The ongoing pandemic and
lockdown continues to present us
with unprecedented tough times.
Having said that, | believeit also gave
us a chance to reignite our passion
for musicinwaysthat have beentruly
fulfilling. World Music Day Lift Up
onMTV BEATS, VhlIndiaandMTV
Indiaisaperfect platformfor all of us
to share our experiences with a uni-
versal emotion that binds us to-
gether- music. This one's dedicated
to our concerted love for songs and
melodies." All set to spread amity with
their musical prowess, Salim-Sulaiman
said, "Music is synonymous to heal -
ing. Inthetimeswe'relivingin, itis
imperative to channel your energies
intheright direction and not let nega-
tivity deter your spirits. Our love for

the craft haskept usgoing during this
pandemic-induced lockdown. We're
happy to be able to do our bit for
World Music Day Lift Up on MTV
BEATS, Vhl Indiaand MTV India
Looking forward to an interesting
celebration replete with great music
and inspiring stories." Ankur
Tewariadded, "Thisyear, the celebra-
tion of musicwill be different yet spe-
cia for each one of us. Music has
been instrumental in helping people
relive the good old days and at the
sametime, instil positivity for a bet-
ter tomorrow. World Music Day Lift
UponMTV Beats, VhlandMTV In-
dia echoes a beautiful emotion and
I'mthrilledto beapart of it. A funand
uplifting sessions awaits all of us."
When it comes to being emotionally
healthy, music surpasses all other
forms of relaxation, by miles. So, get
set to relax and immerseyourself into
the musical spectacle that isWorld
Music Day Lift Up on MTV Beats,
Vhl and MTV #LiftUpWithMusic.
Don't miss out:
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CM reviews construction status

for the project. The alignment of the bridge was also decided in the meeting
whilemodalities of fund allocation, technical detailswere also discussed. More-
over, reviewing various projects under “Asom Maa’, Chief Minister Sarma
directed to ensure timely completion of all roads and bridge projects. He also
asked to prepare DPR for bridges over Ghunasuti river in Lakhimpur and bridge
connecting Kumarikata with Jalah over Pagladiariver. MP Pallab Lochan Das,
Commissioner & amp; Special Secretary of PWD (Roads) Rajesh Kemprai and
other senior officers of the department were present in the meeting.

Assam Board Exams Might

earlier postponed the exams but later stated it may conduct these testsin physi-
cal mode in July and August. Later, the government also said that the board
exams may be held between July 15 and 20 for two to three papers if Covid
positivity rate by dropsbelow 2 per cent by July 1.The petition claimed that the
statements made by the Chief Minister of Assam has created a situation of
havoc and panic among the students and parents. They have been pushed into
a state of dilemma and their mental condition has been devastated. The plea
sought immediate intervention in the matter in the interest of safety and health
of the students.Apart from the board exams, CM Sarmaalso said that four new
Forensic Laboratories will be set up, one each at Assam Medical College and
Hospital, Dibrugarh, Silchar Medical Collegeand Hospitdl, Tezpur Medical College
and Hospital, and Bongaigaon Civil Hospital.Socia Welfare Department will be
empowered to procurericedirectly from Food Corporation of India(FCI) for Supple-
mentary Nutrition Programme under |CDS to reduce costs, he tweeted. Statutes of
Madhabdev University at Narayanpur, Bhattadev University at Bgali, Pathsala,
BiranganaSati Sadhani State University at Golaghat, and Rabindranath Tagore Uni-
versity at Hojai has a so been approved by the cabinet.

30:30:40 formula (X, XI & pre-boards)

a PIL in the SC seeking cancellation of CBSE Class XII exams due to the
pandemic.CBSE wasthefirst to cancel Class X Il examson June 1. Several state
boards, including Maharashtra, later cancelled their exams. Principals havetold
the committee that they are in a position to mark students based on tests and
exams conducted in school s during the academic year 2020-21. CBSE schoolsin
Mumbai were unable to conduct offline exams and practicals throughout the
year as no physical class was held, while those in the Mumbai Metropolitan
Region (MMR) managed to conduct offline tests and practicalswhen they were
permitted to do so by the state from November last year. Schoolsthat could not
conduct their practicals have been directed to hold online practical tests and
orals. The internal assessment marks of Class X1I have to be uploaded on the
CBSE system by June 28."More weightage should be given to the Class XII
periodic tests, pre-board marks, and internal assessments," said a principal,
adding that incorporating Class 11 marks will be unfair as students do not take
standard X| seriously.A city college principal said that CBSE can eval uate stu-
dentsfrom 2018-19 onwards asthey continuetheir education in the same school
after Class X. " State students migrate from school to college and marking them
for Class X performance will be tedious,” said the principal, indicating that the
state should not adopt the formula if implemented.Students and parents are
anxious about the CBSE assessment formula. "It was better to take an exam and
get marks rather than be evaluated for previousyears," said a parent. States are
looking at auniform marking formulafor all Class X11 students. HSC studentsin
Maharashtraare still awaiting their evaluation formula.

Assam Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma on Wednesday
releasing the first message in Koo

he''s launched the Assamese on Koo," Radhakrishna said.He hoped that the
people of Assam would love to interact with him and each other on Koo and
exchange thoughts around varioustopics." Assam isalarge state with a popula-
tion of over 30 million and the people have a high affinity towards their lan-
guage. Koo will be one of thefew platformswhere they will be ableto connect
with each other, exchange thoughts in Assamese and make new friends too",
he added.Koo Co-Founder Mayank Bidawatka said that they have enabled
the Assamese keyboard on Koo making it very easy for them to connect with
each other in their mother tongue." People will be ableto create and sharetheir
thoughts in audio and video formats too, apart from text. This multi-modal
creation is unique to Koo and this launch empowers the people of Assam to
communicate and interact in their native language", he added.The users can
connect with the chief minister on his handle @himantabiswa.K oo wasfounded
in March 2020, asamicro-blogging platformin Indian languages and is avail-
able in multiple Indian languages with people from across different regions
expressing themselvesin their mother tongue."In a country where just 10 per
cent of India speaks English, there"s a deep need for a social media platform
that can deliver immersive language experiencesto Indian users and help them
connect with each other. Koo provides a stage to the voices of Indians who
prefer Indian languages", the founders pointed out.

Amid stand-off with govt, Twitter

once it follows the new Information Technology (IT) rules. The official said
Twitter will no longer be protected from penal action under Section 79 of the I T
Act, which absolves social mediafirmsof liability for third-party content, if it
did not do so.The Information Technol ogy (Intermediary Guidelinesand Digi-
tal MediaEthics Code) Ruleswere notified in February. They require signifi-
cant social mediaintermediaries, which have five million users or above, to
appoint a chief compliance officer, nodal officer and grievance redressal of-
ficer. Until Wednesday, Twitter was the only major social mediafirm that had
not shared the details of the compliance. WhatsApp, Facebook and Google
shared the detailsin May.Twitter on Tuesday said it has appointed theinterim
chief compliance officer and the details of the appointment will be shared
directly with the ministry. The decision came after the government gave Twit-
ter onelast chanceto comply with the new rules asthe microblogging platform
did not make immediate appointments of key personnel, mandated under the
new guidelines. Twitter assured the government last week that it isin the ad-
vanced stages of finalising the appointment of the chief compliance officer
and would submit additional details within a week.Twitter this month con-
veyed to the government that it was "committed to complying with the new
rules’, even as it raised concerns regarding the safety of its employeesin the
country and intimidation by the police. It sought a week to comply with the
new guidelines after the government issued it an ultimatum saying Twitter
would have to face "unintended consequences" including losing its legal
protection from criminal liability for user content.The guidelines also require
companies such as Twitter, WhatsApp, and Facebook to change how they
regulate content and adopt features such as traceability of messages and
voluntary user verification. Twitter and the government have had disagree-
ments over content takedown orders and the company's actions agai nst promi-
nent people linked to the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party for violation of its
terms of use.Against this backdrop, the new IT rules hardened the stand-off
last month, with Twitter earlier asking for three months to comply, raising
concernsover the"core elements” of the norms, and flagging potential threats
to the safety of its employees after a visit by the Delhi Police.The new rules
have been contested by several parties, including WhatsApp which has ar-
gued that the traceability provision mandated in the guidelines would violate
end-to-end encryption.Raman Chima, AsiaPacific policy director, Access Now,
adigital civil rights organisation, said the government does not have the sole
authority to device how intermediaries are able to make use of thelegal protec-
tion granted to them by Parliament. "Whether the government's rules are con-
stitutional and whether partial or incomplete compliance impacts this legal
immunity provided in law will ultimately be decided by judges, and not just by
the executive branch.”

PM Narendra Modi calls for

atomic energy, he said. "This goes on to show that Indiaas anation is adapt-
ableand agile, eveninthe middle of the pandemic."" Indiaofferswhat innova-
tors and investors need," Modi said. "l invite the world to invest in India
based on the five pillars of talent, market, capital, eco-system and culture of
openness." Stating that India's strides in the world of tech and start-up are
well-known, he said the country is hometo one of theworld'slargest start-up
eco systems and several unicorns have come up in recent years.

Assam Police recovers Rs. 4 lakh

the gold recovery case.Speaking to News Live, Guwahati Commissioner of
Police Munna Prasad Gupta said, "Acting on atip we arrested two persons,
Manoj Shah and AmanAli and recovered gold worth Rs. 50 lakh from them. On
interrogating them the two revealed that they bought the gold from one GRP
Officer Badri Prasad Bharti. Soon after that, we detained Badri Prasad and
also recovered Rs. 8 lakh cash from hisvehicle"."Next, ateam of Guwahati
policeraided the official residence of GRP Sub-Inspector Badri Prasad Bharti
and questioned hiswife Bornali Borawho is also a GRP Sub-Inspector sta-
tioned at Haibargaon, Nagaon. On searching the premises the police team
recovered around Rs. 4 lakh cash on Tuesday night," said MP Gupta.Barnali,
on the other hand, claimed to the media present during theraid that some of
the cash recovered from the residence was her personal cash and alittle bit
of it was a gift from her father who was a government servant.The police
have also raided a business establishment Gems & Jewelry Nagaon, in con-
nection with the case and have arrested the owner as Manoj Shah and Aman
Ali work inthisjewelry shop.

CBI books fugitive Mehul Choks

the chargesheet by the CBI are Sagar Sawant and Sanjay Prasad. Both are
PNB Employees and two private people, Dhanesh Seth and Sunil Verma,
who were employees of Mehul Choksi. Sunil Vermais the former interna-
tional head of the Gitanjali Group of Companies.The CBI found out during
theinvestigationthat 165 L oU (L etter of Understaking) and 58 FL C (Foreign
Letter Credit) were issued by the PNB bank, Brady House and these two
named officials of the bank helped Choksi to get these LoU and FL C. Offi-
cialsof PNB took illegal gratification for issuing the LoU and FLC.CBI had
registered the case on February 15, 2018 against Mehul Choksi, his compa-
nies, 10 Directorsand officialsof PNB bank on the complaint of bank itself.
It was alleged that accused persons had hatched criminal conspiracy and
defrauded PNB to the tune of Rs 7080.86 crore by fraudulently issuing | et-
ters of undertaking to overseas banks for abtaining buyers credit and also
issuing foreign letter of credit in favour of the three companies of Mehul
Choksi without any sanctioned limit or cash margin and without making
entriesin the CBS system of the bank. Investigation revealed that during the
period from 2015 to 2017, accused officials of PNB issued large no of LoU
and FLC in a conspiracy with Mehul Choksi.Mehul Choksi fled from the
country before being arrested. Choksi already had citizenship of Antigua, so
he escaped to the island and hid there until he was caught and arrested in
Domicafor entering illegally into the country.

No home isolation for any

of theAssam Cabinet comesas 34 more patientslost their livesdueto Covid19
infection.On Tuesday, the staterecorded atotal of 3,415 new Covid19 cases.The
new cases were confirmed out of 1,32,929 tests conducted across Assam on
Tuesday.Of the new cases, atotd of 204 new positive caseswerefrom Kamrup
Metro digtrict. The overal Covidl9 positivity percentage in Assam stood at
2.57% on Tuesday.The state's recovery rate on Tuesday stood at 90.31%. The
Assam Cabinet on Wednesday also decided not to allow the pending Class 10
and Class 12 final examinationsto be conducted inthe state dueto the prevailing
Covid19 situation.Sharing the decision of the State Cabinet, chief minister Sarma
tweeted that afinal decision regarding theHigher Secondary L eaving Certificate
(HSLC) & Assam High Madrassa(AHM) Examinationsand the Higher Second-
ary find examinationswill betaken on June18. Themeeting on Friday will beheld
between the education department and various other stakeholders including
students organisations in the state.

As COVID cases go down

Pahalgam and Sonmarg to open up for tourism and making sure that all
COVID protocolsarefollowed. The hotelsand houseboats around the Dal
lake are al'so getting ready to welcome visitors. Tourists can be seen tak-
ing shikara rides around the lake and enjoying pleasant weather. To lure
visitors back to the state, several discounts are being offered. Many ho-
tels have slashed their prices by 50%. "We have been here for the past 10
daysand Srinagar is slowly opening up. The gardens are yet to be opened
to the public. We could also travel to Gulmarg and Pahalgam, but the
gondolaridewasn't operational when we visited afew days back. We also
got to book rooms at hotels at half the price. Overall, it was a very nice
experience, though many places of tourist attraction are yet to open,"says
Rounak, atourist from Mumbai. One thing that tourists are missing isthe
beautiful gardens. "If more and more people start visiting, | am sure the
authoritieswill open up everything," says Forum R, atourist. All the tour-
istsarriving at the Valley are being asked for their vaccination certificates
as well as the COVID-19 test results. Tourists have also been asked to
make sure that they follow all the COVID protocol. "We got our RT-PCR
test and antigen test done, and all got all permission and epasses. It's a
wonderful experience here and we are very excited to travel to Kashmir,"
says Manoj Kumar, a tourist from Rajasthan. Another tourist from the
desert state, Sarvind Yadav shares, ""We started from Jai pur and we went
to Leh and then, we came here. With COVID cases going down, it's good
that the government is opening up tourism activities. Many people's
livelihoods are dependent on this." The lifting of restrictionsin the Val-
ley has brought smiles on the faces of tourism stakeholders. However,
caution is required. As Abdul Razak, a shikara owner, points out,
"Things are improving, but we have to win the war against the pan-
demic. We appeal to tourists to come here after being vaccinated, we
won't allow them to take shikara rides without being vaccinated. We
check the certificates first and then take them around. We have our-
selves got vaccinated. Tourists should come and we are hopeful that
they will. But we haveto keep our distance, wash our hands frequently
and follow all COVID protocols."

Four more special trainsto run

hours on Thursday. Train No. 02516 Silchar — Coimbatore superfast
special will runw.ef. 22-06-2021 until further advice. Thetrain will leave
Silchar at 20-10 hours on every Tuesday to reach Coimbatore at 12-00
hourson Friday. In return direction, Train No. 02515 Coimbatore— Silchar
superfast specia will runw.e.f. 27-06-2021 until further advice. Thetrain
will leave Coimbatore at 21-45 hours on every Sunday to reach Silchar at
16-50 hours on Wednesday. Train No. 06185 Trivandrum — Guwahati
superfast summer special will run for four tripsfrom 19 th Juneto 10 th
July, 2021. Thetrain will leave Trivandrum at 18-00 hourson every Satur-
day to reach Guwahati at 09-00 hours on Tuesday. In return direction,
Train No. 06186 Guwahati - Trivandrum superfast summer specia will run
for four trips from 23 rd June to 14 th July, 2021. The train will leave
Guwahati at 06-45 hourson every Wednesday to reach Trivandrum at 23-
10 hours on Friday. The details of stoppages and timings of these trains
are availablein Railway’s website and are also being notified in various
newspapers and social media platforms of N.F. Railway. Passengers are
requested to see these details before undertaking their journey. It may
kindly be noted that, on arrival at their destination, the passengers will
have to adhereto prevailing health protocols of the destination state. All
passengers are requested to co-operate with the railway and respective
state govt officialsin this regards.

Agartala- Tripura Pradesh congress protest

FFA Covid Vaccnation Camp in Golaghat

Golaghat, June16: Film Fraternity of Assam ( FFA) today organized aCovid
19 vaccination camp at Paanch Ali in Golaghat. Today morethan two hundred
persons were vaccinated in the camp. Assamesefilm starslike Biki, Gunjan
Bhardwaj, young director Suvrat Kakaty along with several other film and
cultural activists from Golaghat have offered support and assistance in the
vaccination camp. Health department authorities of Golaghat has made ar-
rangementsfor Covid testing and vaccination. The FFA has aready organised
similar vaccination camps in Guwahati, Nagaon and Jorhat and today it is
organized in Golaghat.

339 BN, ITBP Contributed Rs
1,00,000/- (One Lakh Only) Towards
Chief Minister' s Rellef Fund"

Guwahati, June 16 : Sh.
Amrit Mohan Prasad, |.PS.
Addl. Director General,
Eastern Command HQs, F
ITBP along with Sh.
Manish Kr. Commandant, | & >t
33rd Bn, ITBP Caled-On |
theHon'ble Chief Minister Y
of Assam Dr. Himanta
Biswa Sarma and handed
over a cheque of Rupees §
1,00,000/- (Rupees One J
Lakhonly) towards Chief Minister sRelief fundin order to support Government's
effort to fight COVID-19. Hon'ble Chief Minister expressed his gratitude for
the generous contribution of ITBPat thetimeof crisis. TheADG ECHQITBP
also apprised the CM of various Civic Action Programmes (CAP) that ITBP
conducts and also offered help under Ayushman Bharat Schemeto the people
of Assam. 2. TheHon'ble CM discussed about "Border | ssues, enquired about
the general well-being of The I TBP Troopsand assured all possible help from
TheAssam Government.

|ndian Army exploded a
bomb at Itakhola

Biswanath Chariali, June16: A
team of bomb expertsfrom the 4
Core, Tezpur had blasted the =
bomb that was recovered from |

Dhobi Khola Bridge under | =
Itakhola PS of Biswanath on
Tuesday evening. According to
the information, a villager had
spotted abomb lying over Dhobi
KholaBridgeonthat eveningand |
immediately informed theltakhola
police. The policeteam, who had
reached the site and separated il
thebomb from that areaand inti- K&
mated the recovery of the bomb g

reached Itakhola and blasted it | ;
in an open field at around 3 pm §
on Wednesday causing no harm §
to anybody.

Donation vaccine st orage
at Biswanath

BISWANATH CHARIALI,
June 15: Known contractor and
social worker Udai Aditya
Goswamai met Biswanath D.C
Pranab Kumar Sarmaon Tues-
day and handed over a cheque |

of Rupeestwo lakhsfifty thou- £
sandto Dr. SurjyaKamal Bora;
ADC, Biswanath for construc-
tion of Covid vaccine storage
at Biswanath Chariali. Notably,
Goswami had already donated
atotal of elevenlakhstothe CM
fund to combat Covid 19. Further he had brought an ambulance for the needy
that would beformally handed over very shortly, informed Goswami.

Active Cases of Covid Crosses
Two Thousand in Golaghat

Golaghat, Jun 16: Today 200 fresh cases of Covid positivewerereportedin
Golaghat. At present the number of Active Cases of Covid crossed two
thousand mark and today it is 2021. However 170 Covid patients got dis-
charged today. No Covid death reported today in Golaghat.

SupremeCourt closescaseagainst 2 [talian

Marinesin Indiaafter payment of Rs10cr

New Delhi, June 16 : The Supreme Court on Tuesday directed the closure of
criminal proceedingsin Indiaagainst two Italian marines, accused of killing two
fishermen off the Kerala coast in February 2012.A vacation bench of Justices
IndiraBanerjeeand M R Shah quashed the FIR and proceedings emanating from
the case against the two Italian marines. The bench said that as per the interna
tiond arbitral award accepted by India, the Republic of Italy shall resumefurther
investigation in the case.The top court termed the Rs 10 crore compensation
paid by the Republic of Italy over and above the payment already made as
'reasonable and adequate'. It said that out of the Rs 10 crore compensation, Rs 4
crore each shall be deposited in the name of heirs of two deceased Keraa
fishermen and two crore shall be given to owner of boat.
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South Africa

n teams set to

play in European
Champions Cup next year
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That paves the way for South
African teams to come up
against Premiership
opposition in Europe - amove
welcomed by the Sale and
Springboks scrum-half Faf de
Klerk."I think it could be great,
getting that experience of
playing in different countries,
4 in  different weather

conditions, it's going to put

Free town, June 16 : South African teams
will be able to take part in the European
Champions Cup as early as next year
following the launch of the United Rugby
Championship in place of the Pro14.The
Bulls, Lions, Sharks and Stormers will join
12 teams from Ireland, Italy, Scotland and
Wales in the revamped URC next season
with at least one of the former Super Rugby
franchises guaranteed to qualify for Europe's
elite competition for the 2022-23
campaign.The competition format will see
four regional pools of four, with teams
playing each other home and away, plus one
fixture against each of the other 12 sides.
The top eight teams in a single table after
those 18 regular season encounters will then
enter a straight knockout phase.The
highest-ranked team in each of the four
groups will earn a Champions Cup place for
the following season with the remaining four
spots going to the four highest-placed
league teams who have not already qualified.

« | the players through different
tests they haven't faced before," he said.
"It'll be really tough, it'll be different and it
may take a few games, or seasons, to really
get the gist of the whole thing. But it's a real
step forward for South Africa rugby."The
URC is set to begin in September without 21
rounds of matches in total and no clashes
scheduled with autumn internationals or the
Six Nations. The Springboks are due to be
in Rugby Championship action when the
URC kicks off, however. Indeed, the new
URC structure means South Africa
internationals could face 11-month seasons
with only February off.South Africa last year
announced their commitment to the Rugby
Championship through to 2030, thereby
ending speculation they were due to join the
Six Nations, even if the URC would appear to
make that a more appealing proposition.
"South African rugby has for many years
imagined a future aligned with northern
hemisphere rugby," said the South Africa
Rugby chief executive Jurie Roux.

France win heavyweight clash with
Germany thanks to Hummels own goal

Paris, June 16 : All that talent, all
that expectation, and in the end it
came down to a first-half own goal
scored by Mats Hummels. An
awkward deflection off his shin and
into the top corner beyond Manuel
Neuer was the only time either
goalkeeper was beaten.But do not
think that the story of this game
between the last two World Cup
winners, the opening night that
could have been the climax of the
entire competition, can be told so
easily. Do not believe, either, that
France will be removed easily.After
a difficult first half in which they
nonetheless had chances, Germany
went for France here and might even
have succeeded, particularly when
Serge Gnabry's shot bounced over,
but there was no way through even
in the tense, noisy final minutes.In
fact, the more Germany came at
them, the more France broke,
Kylian Mbappé an unstoppable
force. Twice France might have
ended this only to have goals from
Mbappé and Karim Benzema ruled
out, ultimately celebrating victory
by a single goal.If that said
something about German
limitations - "We were not clinical
enough," Joachim Low said - there
is certainly something about Didier
Deschamps's side.They have a
strength, assuredness and variety
no one else has, a resilience to go

Cristiano Ronaldo still relentlessly
pursuing Ali Daei and second Euros

London, June 16 : He celebrated like it
was his first goal for Portugal rather than
his 105th. That undampened, naked
desire is what keeps Cristiano Ronaldo
going and makes him continually
relevant. His emphatically finished
penalty polished off doubt where there
had been plenty. His smoothly finished
second, leaving him just three short of
Ali Daei's international goal record, re
emphasised his ruthlessness. Hungary
didn't deserve this, but Ronaldo
happens.It marked another to his litany
of records, playing and scoring in a fifth
European Championship, and it will
mean something to him - but it's not the
record he is really after. Daei's high-water
mark is the one he wants, along with
another European title. Once, his
breaking of that biggest of records in
this tournament would have been treated
as an inevitability. Now many doubt it,
despite four goals in his last five Serie A
games for Juventus, helping the
outgoing champions to scrape a
Champions League place.He had
finished the season in much better (and
healthier) form than back in 2016. Such
has been the criticism he has taken for
his part in Juve's slide from the top - as if
it was his responsibility to keep an eye
on the balance sheet rather than Andrea
Agnelli and Fabio Paratici - that it went
unnoticed in some quarters that he was
Serie A's top scorer in 2020-21.The first
time that Superman had looked like Clark
Kent was in 2014. That year Ronaldo
shouldn't, in retrospect, have gone to
the World Cup, he later admitted. As was
clear to anyone familiar with his pattern
of working who watched those first few
Portugal training sessions in Brazil, as
he gingerly jogged and stretched out on
a yoga mat, he wasn't anywhere near
fitness, "but my team needed me" he
insisted in the eponymous 2015
documentary on his life.It was a
watershed. For Euro 2016 Ronaldo was
much fitter but certainly not 100% and
had been running on fumes during extra
time in the Champions League final
against Atlético in Milan, despite
stepping up to ram home Real Madrid's
winning penalty in the shootout. But

Fernando Santos, having succeeded
Paulo Bento after the group-stage failure
of 2014, had grasped the need for an
approach that fully involved his
superstar while being less reliant on
him.Santos's use of a 4-4-2, with the
willing and familiar Nani moved infield
as his strike partner, spared Ronaldo
unnecessary running. It worked well
enough that Portugal recalibrated
effectively after losing him in the final
itself. Today Ronaldo remains an icon,
but this is not the most iconic version of
him. The once sacrilegious suggestion
that Portugal might have to move past
him in the near future is now part of
football discussion - less so in Portugal,it
should be said. What is clear is while he
can still be decisive, he cannot do so on
his own.Yet in the first half here, as the
plainly superior Portugal continually
banged their head against Hungary's
defensive brick wall, it felt as if they really
did need him all over again. On the
occasion of his 176th cap in a boiling
Budapest - both in terms of temperature
an atmosphere - it was no easy task, but
he was willing as he was before. Hungary
had caused Portugal problems on the
road to the 2016 title. On that afternoon
in Lyon Santos's side had been ruffled
and, trailing three times, threatened with
the prospect of elimination before
squeezing through as a third-placed
qualifier. Ronaldo, naturally, rescued
them with not one but two second-half

equalisers."After our third goal,
Cristiano was really pissed off,"
Hungary's then goalkeeper, Gabor Kiraly,
told Mais Futebol in a recent interview.
"Then I understood just how much he
loves football. He's not just interested
in showing off cars, apartments and the
good life. Is all that good? Of course.
But he works so hard. In those Euros he
showed his spirit and what a great person
he is." That persistence was needed here.
There had been chances, reminiscent of
so many other times that he has marked
out his territory before making his move,
none more as the skied finish from Bruno
Fernandes's cross flew wildly over as
half-time approached.Ronaldo's other
four Euros had already run the full gamut
of emotions, from those painful teenage
tears on the Estadio da Luz pitch after
defeat to Greece in the 2004 final to
ecstasy in lifting the trophy in Saint-
Denis five years ago, an occasion that
had looked like ending in bitter regret
again after his contribution was curtailed
by injury.In the second halfhere he drifted
into another arena, that of a frustrated
spectator, as Hungary were fired higher
by their cacophonous support and
Ronaldo's supply line dwindled to
zero.Help eventually came from the pacey
Rafa Silva, introduced for Bernardo Silva
to open up Hungary twice, as Santos
foresaw. Ronaldo, as ever, was ready to
receive. When it's time to eat, he rarely
needs asking to the table twice.

with the technical quality that meant
they were the ones still standing at
the end of an enthralling evening
in Munich, the exceptional Paul
Pogba thumping at his chest.This
was better than the scoreline
suggests, as a match and a meeting;
not a classic, maybe, and France in
particular will probably get better,
but it was a proper occasion that
sounded like one too. Nor, even

hour. But even with the riches up
front it is the core of the French side
that leaves a sense of
impenetrability. They have a defence
Low called "just outstanding" and
a midfield of N'Golo Kanté, Adrien
Rabiot and Pogba, who has that
lovely tiptoed bounce and an eye
for a pass which became

increasingly important here.Pogba
might have had the opening goal,
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though this was Munich, did it feel
like a home game: this was two sets
of fans, chanting at each other
across the turf, every tackle a shout,
every run a roar.It began with the
Marseillaise belted out, a call to
arms that was heeded. The first
chance was a header from Hummels,
the first clash Pogba on Toni
Kroos, the first card handed to
Joshua Kimmich, the first slide
tackle from Matthias Ginter, loudly
cheered.All that and they had been
playing only seven minutes.
Another five and there was a first
glimpse of Karim Benzema plucking
the ball from the sky, a soft subtle
touch that may have elevated the
world champions to an even higher
level.Just after that, France opened
Germany up for the first time,
Benjamin Pavard racing up the right.
Then Mbappé brought the first save
from Neuer, still inside quarter of an

too, heading over a corner from
Antoine Griezmann, a footballer
quick footed and quick in thought
too, liberated and linking it all
together.Even when France were not
dominating, there was something
about them that expressed the idea
that they could accelerate at will, that
they almost play within themselves
and that they will get you some
way.What no one expected was that
it would be this way, Hummels
providing an unfortunate finish to a
neat move which culminated in a
glorious ball from the outside of
Pogba's boot to Lucas Hernandez,
who burst in to cross, the ball
smashing off Hummels's shin and
past Neuer.Immediately, Thomas
Miiller headed just past a post at
the other end. A great chance also
dropped for Ilkay Giindogan, but
the Manchester City midfielder put
it wide on the bounce. And Kai

Havertz saw a shot blocked by
Raphaél Varane.Opportunities were
not lacking, then, but when Pogba
bent a gorgeous ball to Benzema to
bring down on the chest it fit the
idea forming that France were
comfortable, as if aware of their
superiority and convinced, if only
at some subconscious level that
they would win, by control or by
counter.Mbappé underlined that
when he put Ginter in a position no
one wants to be in, exposed and
watching the Paris Saint-Germain
striker skipping past him. He did so
again at the start of the second half
when a sharp first-time pass
released Rabiot, who struck a
post.There was still a match out
there though and Germany were in
it, Gnabry hitting a bouncing volley
just over the bar from close range.
The volume rose and Germany rose
with it. Kimmich then delivered a
wonderful cross that saw Robin
Gosens fly in, wipe out Pavard, and
fall into the six-yard box, where he
accidentally blocked Kroos's shot.
This was different now, a
momentum building: Low's side
were faster, more aggressive.But
that threat was never realised and
France's threat never goes away, an
open field invariably an open
invitation. Mbappé's seemingly
effortless superiority was now
showcased repeatedly. Another
clever Pogba ball allowed him to
bend into the corner only for the
flag to go up.Then he burned past
Hummels but was finally caught as
he was pulling the trigger. And
another run seemed to have
wrapped it all up when he rolled into
Benzema to score.Again, though,
the flag was raised. It was tighter
and more nervous than it might
have been but defending is just
another thing France do well and it
is hard to avoid the suspicion that
this win was just the start.

Feuding Brooks Koepka and Bryson

DeChambeau kept ap

London, June 16 : Fans hoping to
see golf's biggest feud move from
Twitter to the tee box will be
disappointed after Brooks Koepka
and Bryson DeChambeau were
drawn in separate groups for the
opening two rounds of this week's
US Open.Koepka did little to disguise
his contempt for DeChambeau
during a TV interview at last month's
US PGA Championship, rolling his
eyes as his rival walked behind him.
The golfers then proceeded to trade
barbs on social media, although how
real the animosity is, is up for
debate.ndeed, on Tuesday Koepka
admitted the story was good for the
game. "Pretty much everything you
look at online, it's got this in the
headline, or it's up there as a big new
story. To me, that's growing the game.
You're putting it in front of eyeballs,
you're putting it in front of people
who probably don't normally look at
golf, don't play it. It might get them
involved. I don't know how it's not
growing the game."DeChambeau's
agent, meanwhile, denied reports his
client had declined an offer from the
USGA to pair the two together."The
USGA did not reach out to Bryson
regarding a potential pairing with
Brooks Koepka," Brett Falkoff told
ESPN. "Bryson is fully focused on
defending the US Open at Torrey
Pines this week." Koepka also
confirmed he had not been
approached by the USGA about
playing with DeChambeau. "It
doesn't matter to me, I play my own

game. | don't care who
I'm paired with ... What
happens inside the
ropes, it won't bother
me," he said. Whatever
the truth, Tuesday's
groupings went with |
tradition. DeChambeau,
the defending US Open
champion, will play |

art in US Open

alongside the current
US amateur champion, Tyler Strafaci,
and the winner of this year's Masters,
Hideki Matsuyama. Koepka is in a
group at Torrey Pines with fellow
former US PGA champions Collin
Morikawa and Justin Thomas.The
two are unlikely to see each other on
the course in the opening
rounds.Koepka's group starts at
7.29am local time on Thursday, while
DeChambeau will not tee off until
1.14pm. They could still be grouped
together in the final two rounds if
they are on similar scores.Other
notable pairings include a trio of
former Open champions - Henrik
Stenson, Francesco Molinari and
Shane Lowry - and a group of former
US Open champions, Dustin
Johnson, Rory Mcllroy and Justin
Rose. Phil Mickelson, who became
the oldest major winner in history
with his victory at the US PGA in May,
is in a group with Xander Schauffele
and Max Homa. If Mickelson wins at
Torrey Pines, located in his
hometown of San Diego, this week it
will complete his career grand
slam."It's a unique opportunity

because I've never won a US Open,"
Mickelson said on Monday. "It's in
my backyard. I have a chance to
prepare properly, and I wanted to put
in the right work. So I've kind of shut
off all the noise. I've shut off my
phone. I've shut off a lot of the other
stuff to where I can focus in on his
week and really give it my best chance
to try to play my best." Mickelson
added that he had put extra work into
studying the course for this year's
tournament. "I put a lot of time in on
the greens, because even though
they're not at tournament speed, |
needed to relearn and see the breaks
and know what the ball does on these
greens,”" Mickelson said."Because
when you see the way the ball rolls,
you know where you have to be for
your approach, and you know what
kind of shot if the best shot to hit
into certain approaches.
DeChambeau won his first major at
last year's US Open, where he
finished six shots ahead of second-
placed Matthew Wolff. Koepka is a two-
time champion at the US Open, having
wonthetitlein2017 and 2018.

Royal Ascot: Poetic Flare at his best yet in St James's Palace Stakes victory

London, June 16 : "With the kind of
business we run," Jim Bolger said after
the St James's Palace Stakes on
Tuesday, "the horses have to earn their
corn." The Flat season is barely three
months old but if his County Carlow

yard has an Employee of the Year
award, they might as well engrave
Poetic Flare's name on it right
now.Bolger's workaholic three-year-old
was making his fourth Group One start
in the space of just 46 days but came
up with his most
impressive
performance yet
to add the St
James's Palace
Stakes to his win
in the 2,000
Guineas at
Newmarket on 1
May. He was just
half-a-length in
front of Lucky
+ Vega back then
but had four-and-

a-quarter to spare over the same
opponent on Tuesday, as Kevin
Manning was able to coast through
the final 100 metres having wrapped
up the victory with an irresistible burst
of speed a furlong out.Bolger
suggested after Poetic Flare's Classic
success that he was the first horse he
had trained that might be able to win
all three Guineas in England, France
and Ireland. As it turned out he was
unplaced in Paris and edged out by
Mac Swiney, another Bolger-trained
runner, at the Curragh, but the 79-year-
old trainer's belief in his colt was fully
rewarded here."I have to admit,
genuinely, that I was expecting a
performance like that," Bolger said. "I
would have taken anything but that's
what I expected, as he'd improved so

much and he was so well."He's
exceptional, I haven't had one that
could take everything that he's taken. I
couldn't make him hardy if he didn't
have it in the genes, but obviously it's
in the genes and we recognised that
and we were able to get the very best
out."I wouldn't call it a knack because
he's the best horse I've bred, and he's
the first one to take it like that. Teofilo
might just have done, his close relation,
but he didn't get a chance to prove it at
three [due to injury]."There is no sign
that the well is about to run dry where
Poetic Flare is concerned - quite the
opposite, in fact, if his performance on
Tuesday is any guide - and he could
be back in Britain at the end of July to
contest the Sussex Stakes at Glorious
Goodwood, a race that is also a

possible target for Palace Pier, the
winner of the opening Group One
Queen Anne Stakes on Tuesday."I'd
welcome competing with the older
horses," Bolger said. "He's entered in
the Sussex Stakes and that's a real
possibility."With St Mark's Basilica, the
recent French Derby winner, also being
lined up for a possible run in the
Sussex, it promises to be a memorable
renewal. Most bookmakers rate Palace
Pier as being a shade of odds-on to
win ifall three turn up, with Poetic Flare
at around 4-1 alongside St Mark's
Basilica.In addition to winning two
Classics, Bolger has also been in the
headlines recently after accusing the
Irish authorities of being lax in their
efforts to keep steroids and other
performance-enhancing drugs out of

the sport.The trainer said that a "level
playing field" was needed in Irish
racing, after suggesting that drugs are
the "number one problem" facing the
sport in October last year.Having
initially declined to comment on
Bolger's claims in an Irish newspaper
over the weekend, the Irish
Horseracing Regulatory Board issued
a statement on Monday in which it
"reaffirmed" that "it is committed to
the highest standards of integrity
within Irish racing". The IHRB also
pointed out that there have been
"significant increases in testing over
the last number of years", adding that
its "focus is on risk-based and
intelligence-led strategy which directs
us to get the right sample from the right
horse at the right time.
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Voracious Frankie Dettor|

PaASSES

Royal Ascot milestone on Palace Pier

London, June16: Frankie Dettori,
theking of Royal Ascot, paused just
moments after he won the opening
race of the week and then, rightly,
he lifted his left hand to pat the
gleaming neck of his imperious
horse. Palace Pier, the hot favourite,
had not needed to prove why heis
oneof thehighest rated horsesinthe
world, ashecruised hometowinthe
Queen Anne Stakes by alength and
ahalf. But there was till athrill in
seeing a great horse, with his old
measter inthesaddle, race so serenely
acrossthe sunlit turf asasemblance
of normality returned to racing.
Dettori then brought the same hand
tohislipsand blew akissin celebra-
tion of his74thwinner a Roya As-
cot. He wagged a finger and then

I howder

gently touched the neck of Paace
Pier again. The finger went back to
his mouth and he tapped his pursed
lips twice as he sent a couple more
kisses into the languid summer air.
Dettori had moved onevictory ahead
of hisold rival, Pat Eddery, the 11-
times champion jockey who died in

,%4;:

2015 at theage of 63. It wasanother
reminder of the extraordinary lon-
gevity of the 50-year-old Dettori,
whoisnow second inthelist of all-
time winning jockeys at Royal As-
cot. Only Lester Piggott, who re-
corded a scarcely credible 116 vic-
tories, is way out in the distance.
Piggott, thedefinitive Old Stoneface,
and Dettori, hisflamboyant succes-
sor, have always seemed so differ-
ent when these contrasting eras of
racing are compared. But the core
truthisthat Dettori'sinsatiablethirst
for Grade One glory has dwaysre-
sembled Piggott's relentless
ambition.This dice of Roya Ascot
history unfolded in front of arela
tively muted crowd of 12,000 asrac-
ing stepped back towardstheoldway

of life and with the meeting being
used as a test event for sporting
eventsbeneath the shadow of Covid.
Next month the last weekend of
Wimbledon will host capacity
crowds, while both the semi-finals
and the fina of Euro 2020 will be
watched by 45,000 fansat \Wembley.

Thelatter, in particular, will be more
riotous than the low hum that only
occasiondly brokeoutinto areal bel-
low on Tuesday.The top hats and
fascinators, the champagneflutesand
picnic baskets, werein full view. But
Ascot felt spacious. Usualy it is
crammed with 45,000 racegoers and
it is hard to move. With a quarter of
the normal crowd alowed, it felt a
little surreal .Palace Pier won in front
of arelatively muted crowd of 12,000
at Ascot. Dettori is such a compel-
ling figure he still ensured Royal As-
cot beganwith an accomplished bang
ashemaintained hisrich veinof form
in the Group One races that are now
hisprimary focus. Hisvictory on Pal-
ace Pier meant hehaswon four Group
Onesinthepast 45 days. Itisanim-
pressive strike rate - especidly asit
includeswinning the Oaks on Snow-
fall by 16 lengths earlier this
month.He now believes Paace Pier
could outstrip even Dubai Millen-
nium asthebest horsehehasever rid-
den over amile. When he rode Pal-
acePier toyet another Group Onewin
at the Lockinge Stakes last month,
Dettori enthused: "He'sabeadt. | love
him."He was even more exultant at
Ascot. "Wow, wow, what can | say?
He has shown again he is the best
miler around. You canrely on Pdace
Pier. It'slikegetting one of the proper
guystotakethefirst penalty and they
will putitintheback of thenet. Heis
one of the best horses in the world
and everythingwent right." Despitean
unfavourable draw, starting on the
outside in afield of 11, Paace Pier
settled into fourth place before he
soon powered smoothly away from
his outclassed rivals. "Paace Pier is
the best miler in the world," Dettori
said. "He goes on any ground and

does what you ask him to do. He
comes from behind or he can be up
there."In afitting bookend to his 74
victorieshematched hisdebut win at
Roya Ascot in the very same race.
"Thirty-oneyearsago | rodemy first
Royal Ascotwinner on
Markfofdistinction in the Queen
Anne. A lot of water has gone under
thebridgesincethen." Dettori hashad
some dark days - from being pulled
out of theburning wreckage of alight
aircraft by his fellow jockey Ray
Cochrane 21 yearsagototesting posi-
tive for cocaine and being banned
from racing for six monthsin 2012.
He looked to be in even deeper
troubleearlier that year when hislong
associationwith Sheikh Mohammed's
Godolphin stable ended. Dettori felt
he had been forced out by thosewho
believed he was heading for the
scraphesp of fallen jockeys. Hisre-
surgence has been remarkable. The
return of a crowd suited the Italian
showman. Hedid hisusual flyingdis-
mount from the back of Palace Pier
and said: "You cannot imagine the
colours, the people screaming. Royal
Ascot with peopleisamazing and this
meeting is a big part of my life. |
couldn't ask for anything more."Of
coursethevoraciousveteranwill not
tle for just one victory this week.
Hehasset hissightson becoming the
leading jockey at Roya Ascot for the
third year inarow. "l am still getting
thesamekick and | am pretty relieved
everything went smooth. | havealot
of big ridesthisweek and it takesthe
pressureoff." Assuming his 75th win-
ner arrives later thisweek, the noise
will dmost certainly bemoreraucous
asracing, and Royd Ascot, getsused
to the clamour and commotion of a
live crowd again.

New Delhi, June 16 : England
\Women have beenrebuffedintheir
request to play on afreshwicket in
their Test match against India on
Wednesday and will instead have
to compete on a pitch used for a
men's game last week, a situation
labelled "not ideal" by the captain,
Heather Knight.England'sfirst Test
againg India for seven years will
take place at Bristol on apitch first
usedfor GloucestershiresT20Blast
match against Sussex last Friday. It
will also bethe second consecutive
homewomen'sTest alocated aused
wicket, after England's Ashes en-
counter at Taunton in 2019."We
found out last week," said Knight.
"We tried to get it changed, but it
was a little bit too late for that to
happen. It'snot ideal but it iswhat
itis.Weregoingto haveto perform
as best we can on the wicket we're
given."It isaso the second timein
three days that pitch selections for
women's cricket have come under
scrutiny. Theformer England player
Alex Hartley of Thunder criticised
the choice of aused wicket for her
side'smatch against Central Sparks
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Rachadl Heyhoe Flint Trophy on
Saturday. Hartley 1abelled the pitch,
which had aready been used for a
four-day Worcestershire County
Championship game, as "just not
good enough".Knight was more
philosophical. "At Taunton there
wasalot of talk about the pitch and

14

it didn't actually do too much, so
we're going to havetowait and see
how it plays," she said. "I'd much
prefer us to be playing on a fresh
wicket, butit'snot somethingwecan
change now. Weve got to go out

England Women forced to play India
Test on used men's T20 cricket pitch

ing on the pitch we've been
given."The England and Wales
Cricket Boardissued astatement on
Tuesday apologising for the pitch.
"We are all disappointed that the
wicket for the Test match against
Indiawill have had 37 oversplayed
on it," it read. "We know that En-
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glandWomen deserveafreshwicket
andwe're sorry that wewereunable
toprovidethat inthisinstance."With
the Test only being added tothe cal-
endar inmid-April, coupled withthe
lack of availablefirgt-classgrounds,

ingto beachallenge. We accept that
thisissue shouldn't have arisen and
wewill make sureit doesn't happen
inthefuture." Despitethe pitch, both
sideswill bekeento pushfor aposi-
tiveresult. Thematchwill bethefirst
element of a points-based series
played acrossdl threeformats- iden-
tical to that used for the Women's
Ashes- andwhilethethreeODlsand
T20swhichfollow will beworthtwo
points each, a win in the opening
encounter isworth four points.Indias
captain, Mithali Rgj, wholast played
aTest in 2014, cdled for the multi-
format points-based system to be
adopted acrossal women'shilateral
saries. "Thisisjust the beginning,”
shesad. "Maybeinthecoming years
it might also lead to a [women's]
World Test Championship."England
are likely to field at least one Test
debutant, thebatter SophiaDunkley,
thoughit remainsto be seen whether
theuncapped seamer Emily Arlott -
who was a surprise call-up to the
squad last week - can fight her way
into thefinal XI.Knight hersalf will
be ableto add to England's bowling
stocks with her part-time off-spin

AsMithall

& Coplay first Test in

~7yeas, it may herald
mainstreaming of women's cricket

New Delhi, June 16 : Maybe, it's sym-
bolic that Mithali Rgj would be leading
the IndiaWomen in whites, in theteam's
first Test in seven years. Mithali aways
seemingly bore agrudge against the ap-
parent non-recognition of women's
cricket inacricket-mad country. Back in
2017, ahead of the ICC Women's World
Cup opener against England, she was
asked about her favourite men'scricketer.
"Do you ask the same question to amale
cricketer? Do you ask them who their
favourite female cricketer is?' Mithali
had snapped back.Tuesday, however,
wasn't the occas on to begrudge anybody.
Ontheeveof IndiaWomen'sone-off Test
against England Women at Bristol,
Mithali choseto look at the positives. "l
fedl this Test match and even the pink-
ball Test, whichisinAugtraiainthecom-
ing months, it'sjust the beginning of hav-
ing three-format bilateral series,” thecap-
tain said at the pre-match press
conference.A Test match after a gap of
seven years, followed by a day-night
pink-ball affairinAustraiaafew months
down the line, suggests the
mainstreaming of Indianwomen'scricket.
The India Women will play three ODIs
and as many T20Is apart from the Test
during their English sojourn. Asregards
to the longer format, they are short on
game time compared to their England
counterparts.Mithali herself isacasein
point. She made her international debut
in 1999 and more than two decades into
top-level cricket, the 38-year-old top-or-
der batter has played only 10 Tests. Her
last Test was in November 2014 against
South Africa. Medium pacer Jhulan
Goswami, too, hasplayed 10 Testsin her
almost 20yearsininternational cricket.A
comparative analysis with a men's Test
regular would be irrelevant and com-
pletely out of place. But a comparison
between Mithali and England Women's
all-rounder Katherine Brunt will help put
things in perspective. Katherine has
played 12 Tests, coming into international
cricket fiveyearsafter the IndiaWomen's
captain made her debut. The current En-
gland Women's captain Heather Knight
has already played seven Tests in about
10yearsof international cricket."l won't

Women's cricket has been getting recog-
nition once we came into the BCCI fold
in 2006. | would agree that not so much
of interest was shown at that time, but a
lot of things changed after the 2017 World
Cup final. Everybody took cognisance
that women's cricket has arrived, but un-
fortunately, we never thought of Test
cricket, which | always wanted," former
IndiaWomen'scaptain DianaEdulji, who
wasalso amember of the Supreme Court-
appointed Committee of Administrators
(CoA), told .Edulji said that asamember
of the CoA, she tried to make women's
Test cricket aregular part of theroster. "l
tried my level best to makethe other mem-
bers convinced (about) the same way
Australiaand England play. A lot of coun-
triesdon't want to play Test cricket. They
don't have that money, they don't have
time... So | said whenever any team
comes to India, we should have at least
one Test match. We can cut down on the
T20s; we can cut down on the ODlIs. |
wanted the same pattern in which the
(women's) Ashes is played - one Test, a
few ODIs and T20Is and then take the
whole points and the winner is
decided."Unfortunately, that didn't
materialise, but I'm glad that now it has
materiaised and wearegoingto play from
tomorrow. Thisisapatternthat we should
have. A beginning is made again and |
think the girls should take full advantage
of thesituation. Theresult shouldn't mat-
ter aslong asthey play good cricket."The
India Women stand on the cusp of a
record. If they win the Test against En-
gland, Mithali and Cowould pull clear of
Australia by winning four Tests on the
spin. They are on athree-match winning
streak, over aperiod of 15 years. In 2006,
when they played against England, India
Women had eight debutants. The current
Sde at least has eight players who have
played thisformat before. England WWomen
have 11 playerswith previous Test match
experience. " Sevenyearsback, thescenario
was very different for women's cricket,"
Mithali said.Among the likely debutants,
17-year-old Shafai Vermaisprobably the
most talked about, thanks to her aggres-
sive batting style. But astatutory warning
camefrom Edulji: "Sheisamatch-winner.

at New Road, Worcester in the thereandgetour headsaroundplay- we knew afresh TV pitchwasgo-  after recovering from aback injury. say we haven't been getting recognition. | only hopethey don't tinker with her game.
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CHIMNEYS WITH APPS | R.O. WATER PURIFIER | HOBS | GAS STOVE | OTHER KITCHEN APPLIANCES

Abhayapuri-94350-22784 | Agartala-98560-93668 | Baihata chariali-94351-42568/98641-40488 | Bangaigaon-7002184811. 9435547654,9435121367 | Barpeta road-94350-17865 99541-41975 | Barpeta town -94350-25127 | Bhawanipur-
7002206773 | Bandardewa-98649-84753 | Bijoynagar -99570-98392/94010-01157/94353-40662 | Boko-94010-02588 | Chaygaon-9435014549 | Dadara -98546-98027 | Dhupdhara-96785-16189 | Dhamaji-99546-51322 | Dhubri-94350-29279 |

Diphu-94350-66701/94350-66643 | Dudhnoi-94357-21505/94351-28048 | Goalpara-70023-10904/88762-23858 | Golaghat-96132-30384 | Guwahati -94355-59057/97065-94950 | Hajo-94353-47024/88763-09327 | Hojai-94357-29521/84028-59256 | Jorhat -
94350-53934/9854 1-06776 | Kharupitia -98541-44223 | Kokrajar-97070-29429/99548-88721/94354-81234 | Karimgunj-97061-39061 | Krishnai-88224-15337 | Lumding -94351-63327/97066-14137 | Mangaldoi -94350-87284/94351-
86435/97065-39174/73994-79163 | Mirza-98540-71983/99572-81858 | Morigaon -94350-64986/80111-17171 | North lakhimpur-88224-21077 | Nagaon-97061-79408/94355-18665 | Nalbari -98644-14515/98540-30209 | Pathsala-80110-06658 |
Dhekiajuli-98548-29934 | Dibrugarh-98548-11265 | Rangia -94351-05888/96782-26563 | Silchar -97061-39061/70054-86129 | Silapathar-70028-94393 | Shillong-90869-66640 | Suwalkuchi -98643-54859 | Tinsukia-94350-35156/
94350-35511/94350-36463 | Tezpur-97060-73481 | Tihu-97068-53124 | Udalguri-97063-46492
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