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HlstorlcTechnl-

cal Recession

Guwahati, November 13:
The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) initsfirst-ever pub-
lished 'Nowcast', an esti-
mate based on high-fre-
quency data said that the
Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) contracted 8.6 per-
cent in the quarter ended
September. The economy
had slumped about 24 per-
centfromApril toJune.The
data revealed that Indias
economy probably shrank
for a second straight quar-
ter, according to ateam of
economists including
Michael Petra, the central
bank's governor in-charge
of monetary policy saying
that it has pushed the coun-
try into an unprecedented
recession. "India has en-
tered atechnica recession
inthefirst half of 2020-21
for thefirst timein its his-
tory," the authors wrote.

Earthquake

JoltsAssam
Guwahati, November 13:
An earthquake measuring
3.7 on the Richter scale
jolted Assam in the wee
hoursof Friday. According
to the National Centre for
Seismology, the tremors
werefelt at 3:23 am today.
Thetremor wasrecorded at
a shallow depth of 11 km
on 61 kilometer North of
Dimapur, Nagaland. There
wereno reports of any loss
of life or damage to prop-
erty due to the earthquake.
Taking to Twitter, National
Centrefor Seismology said,
"Earthquake of Magnitude:
3.7, Occurred on 13-11-
2020,03:23:49IST, L a: 26.45
& Long: 93.61, Depth: 11
Km ,Location: 61km N of
Dimapur, Nagaland, India."

SportsShop Gutted
Guwahati, November 13:
A major firebrokeout at a
sportsshop in Guwahati's
Ulubari area.The shop
named 'Sports India’ at
Dr.B.Baruah Road was
gutted due to a short
circuit.Damages of worth
lakh rupees have been
reported. Teams of SDRF
andfirebrigadeaongwith
policeofficialsare present
at the incident site.
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CM laysfoundation stone for
SIX new projects at Bongaigaon

Sate government committed for equal development of all areas of the Sate: CM

-

Guwahati, November 13: In

fulfilling State government
&#39;s commitments to
bring about equal develop-
ment of dl digtrictsacrossthe
state, Chief Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal laid
foundation stonefor six new
projects under City Infra
structure Development Fund
(CIDF) in Bongaigaontoday.
The projects that Sonowal
laidthefoundation aredeve -
opment of Eco Park and

it& #39;sadjacent water bod-
ies, amusaumfor the preser-
vation and promotion of art
and culture of Koch
Rajbongshis, beautification
of immersion ghat at
Bongaigaon and construc-
tion of busterminal and site
development, construction
of clock tower among oth-
ers. Chief Minister Sonowal
aso distributed tractors and
power tillerstothebeneficia-
ries under “Chief Minister

&#39;sSammeagraGrammya
UnnayanYojand'. The Chief
Minister so distributed kits
under “PM CARES’ to the
persons who came back to
thegtateduring Covid 19in-
duced lock down. Sonowal
also released a report of
“Project Milijuli”, acompre-
hensive Covid 19 commu-
nity management initiativeof
the district administration
andunveiledalogo of “Mis-
son Sampoornd’, a district

administration initiative to
make Bongaigaon freefrom
malnutrition at the
programme. Speakingonthe
occasion, Chief Minister
Sonowd reiterating thecom-
mitment of theBJPled State
government for equal devel-
opment of al areas of the
State said that the State gov-
ernment under CIDF laid the
foundation stone of six
projectsto enable
Bongaigaon district to catch

Gauhati HC tells govts to ensure smooth movement
of trucks, trains entering Mizoram from Assam

Guwahati, November 13:
The Gauhati High Court
Thursday asked the govern-
ments of Assam and
Mizoram, aswell astheCen-

tre to take necessary steps
for smooth movement of

goods vehicles and trains
entering Mizoram so supply
of essential items was not
disrupted in the southern-

Guwahati, November 13:
In a bid to promote the
pottery industry, Chief
Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal bought earthen
lamps on the occasion of
Diwali at KamakhyaGate
areainthecity today. The
Chief Minister also inter-

acted with the vendors
there. Later talking to me-
diapersons, Chief Minis-
ter Sonowal said, “Prme
Minister Narendra Modi
has given us a call to be
vaocal for local in abid to
make the country eco-
nomically self-reliant. We

CM buys earthen lampsto
promote pottery industry

haveto set our goalsclear
and strive hard for captur-
ing global market by ad-
equately focusing on in-
digenous products and
producing quality

goods’. The Chief Minis-
ter added that the local
pottery industry had tre-

mendous potential and
there was a need to pro-
motethe peopleinvolved
in thisindustry. He also
urged the peopleto pur-
chase local products
and contribute in build-
ing arobust economy of
the State.

most sateof theNortheast. A
bench lead by Chief Justice
(acting) N. Kotiswar Singh
and aso including Justice
Manish Choudhury was
hearing a PIL filed by the
Mizoram Bar Association

(MBA).A.R. Mahotra, on
behalf of the MBA, submit-
ted that movement of trucks
carrying essentia items had
resumed Wednesday night -
after a 13-day blockade of
roads leading into Mizoram
from Assam. The petitioner,
however, asked the court for

necessary direction to the
Assam government and the
Centre to ensure there was
no further disruption of sup-
ply lines.Highways leading
into Mizoram fromAssam's
three southern districts of
Cachar, Hailakandi and
Karimganj havebeen block-
aded since 28 October follow-
ing a boundary dispute be-
tween the two states.The
border conflict isaresult of
anunresolved territoria dis-
pute that dates back at least
fivedecades. Thedigtrictsof
Cachar, Hailakandi and
Karimganj inAssam sharea
border with Kolasib, Mamit
and Aizawl districts of
Mizoram.While Assam ac-
ceptsaboundary defined by
a1933 natification, Mizoram
has been sticking to an ear-
lier demarcationdrawnupin
1875. The issue resurfaced
on 17 October when clashes
erupted in the border aress.

Several houses and shops
were set on fire.The road
blockade was lifted after a
meeting was held between
Union Home Secretary Ajay
Kumar Bhalla and the chief
secretaries of Mizoram and
Assam - Lalhunmawia
Chuaungo and Jishnu
Baruah- Monday. It wasaso
decided that centrd paramili-
tary personnel would be de-
ployed in the disputed bor-
der areas in both states.But
theblockadehadlargely con-
tinued until Wednesday
evening except for afew ve-
hiclesthat were stranded for
over a week, entering
Mizoram.Court asksgovern-
ments to ensure smooth
movement of trains The
MBA hedinitidly filedaPIL
before the Aizaw! bench of
the Gauhati High Court
Monday. The association
submitted that despite the
issuebeing Contd...Page 6

BTC doesnot belong to
HagramaMohllary, Hlmantasays

K okrajhar, November 13:

Launching a blistering at-
tack on former BTC Chief
and Bodoland People’s
Front (BPF) supremo
HagramaMohilary, Assam
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma questioned the
former’sterming of himself
asa“ Chief” despitetheend
of histerm.“WhilethePrime
Minister says that he is a
sewak (servant) of the
masses, we have Hagrama
here who calls himself a
Chief. ThePrimeMinigteris
a servant while you call
yoursdf aChief? Thistime,
there won't be any Chief.
Themasseswill beforemost
and the elected representa-
tiveswill haveto fulfill the
hopes and aspirations of
the masses,” Sarma said
duringaraly in Fakiragram.
Sarma adso dtated that the

I %

formation of aBJP-led Gov-
ernment intheBodoland Ter-
ritoria Council (BTC) would
foster peace and equality
among all the communities
resdingintheregion.Sarma
sadtha Hagramafeignscon-
cern about the myriad com-
munitiesdwellingintheBTR
region only inthelead up to
elections. “However, once
the elections are over, he
completely forgetsabout the
people and bribery and cor-

ruptionisrampant,” Sarma
said.Responding to
HagramaMohilary’srecent
commentsthat BisvaSarma
shouldnot visittheBTRre-
gion, the Minister said,
“BTC does not belong to
Hagrama Mohilary. | will
comehere, theBJPwill form
the government, and also
hail Bharat Maata (mother
India).” The Minister also
promised that before the
Science  Contd...Page 6

up with the development of
other developed didtricts of
the State. He also said that
the previous government in
the Statetook no specid ini-
tiativefor theempowerment
of the far flung aress of the
State, however, the present
State government guided by
the PrimeMinister Narendra
Modi’s principle of “Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka
Viswa' took specid initia
tivesfor the devel opment of
Bongaion as well as other
seventeen districts under
CIDE. TheChief Minigter fur-
ther said that under the
present government apart
frominfrastructurd develop-
ment of Bongaigaon, foun-
dation stonefor Bongaigaon
Engineering Collegewaslad
besides pragmatic steps
were taken to increase the
existing production capacity
of Bogaigaon refinery from
25MMTto5MMT. More-
over, steps were taken for a
200 TPD formalin plant at
Baitamari and Multi Model
Logistics Hub at Jogighopa
toenablethedistrict tomove
equdly aongwiththedevel-
opment initiatives of other
front ranking towns of the
country. Terming
Bongaigaon asanided dis-
trict where peoplebelonging
todifferent case, creed, com-
munity and religious back-
ground  Contd...Page 6

NDA To Elect Next Bihar
CM On Nov 15: Nitish

Patna, November 13:
Janata Dal United (JDU)
leader Nitish Kumar on Fri-
day said that the National
DemocraticAlliance (NDA)
will be having ameeting on
Nov 15 (Sunday) and decide
who will be the next Chief
Minister of Bihar. “ Theleg-
idature party meeting will
happen on Sunday, Novem-
ber 15 at 12.30 PM. Things
will bediscussedindetail and
all decisonswill betaken at
thet time. Wheat isdecided will
be informed to you all after
that meeting,” Mr Kumar said
.Nitish Kumar’'s JIDU man-
aged to win only 43 seats,

conceding thesenior partner
status in favour of the BJP,
which won 74. The NDA
combined won 125 seats,
whichisthreemorethanthe
majority mark in the 243-
strong Bihar assembly.The
NDA had announced Nitish
Kumer asitschief ministerid
candidate before the assem-
bly election. On Thursday,
Kumar said that thedecision
onwhowill bethenext CM
of Bihar will betaken by the
aliance, which indicates
that thematter isstill bedis-
cussed despite assurances
from BJPthat hewould re-
tain the post.

MLA Emmanuel
Mosahary resignsfrom
BPF, to join BJP

Guwahati, November 13:
Following RajyaSabhaM P
Biswajit Daimary’s foot-
steps, Tamulpur MLA
Emmanuel Mosahary hasre-
signed from Bodoland

People’'s Front (BPF) on
Thursday. Mosahary will
join Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on November 20 The

Tamulpur MLA reportedly
took the decision for his
growing differenceswiththe
party leadership.Mosahary
and Rajya Sabha MP
Biswgjit Daimary will for-

mally join the BJP on No-
vember 20. Theresignation
of both the senior leaders
has Contd...Page 6

Assam Stoppl ng villagers along
border: M

Shillong, November 13 :
Meghaaya Congress legis-
lator, George B. Lyngdoh on
Thursday said that authori-
ties from Assam have
stopped villagers residing
along the inter-state border

M'laya Cong MLA

areas from carry-
ingout their liveli-
hood activitieslike
plantation and
cultivation. "They
are being ha-
rassed. The au-
dacity of Assam
to harass the citi-
zens (of the state)
isan outcomeof thegovern-
ment of Meghaaya not to
augment the budget for In-
ter StateBorder AreaDevel-
opment,” he informed the
Assembly. Border AreassDe-
velopment Minister,

Lahkmen Rymbui earlierin-
formed that there has been
no alocation of fundsfor the
department for the last two
financial years (2019-20 -
2020-2021). "Thoughinthe
budget provisionit is there,
sanctioning depends on the
availability of funds,"
Rymbui said during the
Question Hour and assured
that the government would
sanction an amount for this
year.Responding to this,
Lyngdoh pointed out that if
the budget is passed it is a
commitment Contd...Page 6
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A damning parliamentary report onracism
makesit clear: the sysemisnt working

'‘Black children are four times
morelikely to be arrested than their
white counterparts.’ A Black Lives
Matter protester makesapoint about
stop and search, London, June 2020.
Photograph: Isabel Infantes/
EMPICS Entertainment Thereis a
tendency to think racism in our
societies will lessen over time, and
that attitudes and outcomes will
inevitably improve. This belief
endures despite frequent and
sobering evidence of deeply
entrenched racial inequalities in
Britain.One of the key pointsfound
inBlack People, Racism and Human
Rights, anew report from the House
of Commons and House of Lords
joint committee on humanrights, is
not only that racia progressis far
from advancing, but that somethings
are getting worse.Take the finding
that "inthelast decade, theextent to
which black children and young
people are disproportionately
targeted by theyouth justice system
has increased". This claim is easily
demonstrated by consulting youth
justice statistics for 2018/2019 in
England and Wales, which show that
black children (who make up about
4% of the entire population aged
between 10-17 years) arefour times
morelikely to be arrested than their
white counterparts, and nearly three
timesmorelikely toreceiveacaution
or custodial sentence. Today the
percentage of black children in
custody has significantly increased
to 28% of theentire population held
in youth custody (compared with
15% a decade ago).This is one
among very many racially
disproportionate outcomes that
have worsened in real time despite
at least eight other parliamentary
publications since 2009, each of
which made good recommendations
for addressing racial inequalitiesin
Britain. Add tothesealitany of other
inquiries in recent years, including
the Windrush Lessons Learned
review (2020), theracedisparity audit

(2017, spanning nearly al public
sectors), the Lammy report (2017,
looking specifically at criminal
justice), theM cGregor-Smithreview
(2017, focusing on labour markets)
and the Angiolini review (2017,
investigating deaths in police
custody). What each of these
reports makes plain is that in order
to deny that racism is a key feature
of disparities in these sectors,
institutions and organi sations must

activelj try to ignore

it.Perhapsthisiswhy Nm

had implications across the public
sector and society more broadly. Yet
while legislating  against
discrimination is key, two other
things matter just asmuch.Thefirst
is social convention, to the extent
that legislating against individual
motives and objectives does not
explain how racial inequalities
sustainand proliferate. Tekethewel l-
established but still shocking fact,
highlighted in the joint committee

report, that while the

M eer rate of deaths of

Baroness Lawrence asked the joint
committee, "How many morelessons
doweall needtolearn? Thelessons
are there already for us to
implement.” Indeed, it will soon be
30 years since the racist murder of
teenager Stephen Lawrence, an
event that lead, after six years of
campaigning, toapublicinquiry that
deemed the UK's largest police
authority to beguilty of institutional
racism.Last year marked 20 years
since the Macpherson report into
Lawrence'sdeath was published and
then, much asnow, akey issueisthe
role of what isdeemed "unwitting".
This is precisely how institutional
racism came to be described in the
inquiry into the Metropolitan Police.
The report's wide-ranging
recommendationshad abroad scope
that trandated into the 2003 Race
Relations Amendment Act, and so

women in childbirth havefallen for
whitewomen (to 7in 100,000), it has
increased for black women (to 38in
100,000). The obstetrician and
gynaecologist Dr Christine Ekechi,
sums up the description of possible
unwitting reasons, when she says
that, "People think of racism in an
overt, aggressiveway. But that's not
always what it is. It's about biased
assumptions - and we doctors have
the same bhiases as anyone else."
This might include prejudiced
attitudes among healthcare workers
about black patients having higher
pain thresholds, being too
demanding, or not understanding
their trestment - | of which manifests
innot being listened to.Astheracia
disproportiondity highlighted by the
Covid-19 pandemic makesplain, and
as documented in the joint
committee report too, though racia

inequalities in health are driven by
socia and economic factors, harmful
(and flawed) assumptions about
"culture" are pervasive, and deflect
responsibility on to the victims of
structural discrimination.Thesecond
issue is enforcement. It is notable
that thejoint committee specifically
statesthat "the Equality and Human
RightsCommission (EHRC) hasbeen
unable to adequately provide
leadership and gaintrust in tackling
racia inequality intheprotectionand
promotion of humanrights'. Itisan
observation that confirms a widely
held view among community groups.
That an amalgamated equality body
risked both diluting and de-
prioritising race equality was a
frequently aired concern when the
EHRC wasfirst created in 2007, by
bringing all the other equality
"grounds" together (race, gender,
disability) before assuming
responsibility for newer ones (age,
sexua orientation, and religion or
belief) inanticipation of the Equality
Act 2010.That these precise
concerns have come to pass
surprises nobody outside of an
organisation that few race-equality
stakeholders feel connected to,
something typified by itsnearly al-
white board of commissioners. That
it hasnot one black commissioner is
adisgrace, and itself evidence of a
profound institutional failure on
race equality.The truth is that we
do not need any more reports to
tell usthat racial equality in Britain
isin a pitiful state. What we do
need is action to drive policy,
implementing the myriad of good
recommendations that we already
have. We a so need to recognise that
success in race equality is going to
be about more than public policy,
becausetotacklewhat is" unwitting"
requires usto reflect onthe character
of society: asking who and what we
think we are, and want to be.
Achieving that task, | fear, isalong
way off.

LeeCain'sdepartureisonly the

TheCovid vaccinewill
benefit humanity - weshould

Hooray for Pfizer! As
newsof avaccine
potentialy offering90%
protection againgt Covid-19
offersaliferaftfor
lockdown-weery humeanity,
perhaps those home-dravn
posters on peoples
windowsthankingtheNHS
will soon be applauding big
pharmaingtead. The hope of
asuccessful vacdneto
liberate usfrom protracted
economic misery should be embraced - but
we should be sparing with the burting for
the pharmaceutica industry. If youwant a
particularly egregious case sudy of
"sodidismfortherich”, or of private
businesses dependent on public sector
research and innovation to make colosd
profits, ook nofurther than big pharma Pfizer
anditsGermanbiotech partner, BioNTech,
stand to make an astonishing £9.8bn next
year fromacoronavirusvaccine.
Suggestions that pharmaceutica companies
should nat prafit from theworlds most
severe crisis since the second world wer

weredismissadin uly as"redicd" by Pfizer's
Owen

CEO; and, perhaps, many
will overlook such

all own thepatmt

uggest nationalised drug companies might
be the only answer."\We need to respond to
Covidwith cooperation, solidarity, and
equity," Diarmaid McDondd of Just
Tregtment, whichiscampaigning against
secret dedls between government and big
pharmaon any vaccines, tdlsme. "But the
big-pharmamodd istheantithessof this it's
about closed busnessmodds, which are
focused on competitive efforts donein
isolation not to provide the best outcomesto
al, but the highest possble prafitsto the
company.”In reponseto the early-2000s
pandemic caused by Sars- dsoa
coronavirus- governments committed to
increasinginvesment in
‘JOﬂ% research, helping to

profiteering amidst thewaveof gratitude.
But Ffizer'sclamto "havenever teken any
money fromtheUSgovernment, or from
anyone" does not stand up to scrutiny: big
pharmaisrdiant on public-sector
munificence ThePfizer/BioNTech
experimenta vacdneitsaf usesaspike
protein technology reportedly developed by
the US government: without the Sate, this
vaccine would probably not have been
deve oped o gpeadily. Whileneerly 10,000
humen livesarelost acrasstheworld each
day tothe pandemic, Ffizer'sCEO cashingin
onthevaccinenewsby sdling$6.6min
shares should cause more than discomfort.
(A spokesperson told Axios thet "the sdle
waspart of apredetermined plan cregted in
Augudt".)"Essentidly, pharmaceutica
companiesaregloba monopolies whichare
given the right to charge whatever the
marketiswillingtotoleratefor thenew
medicinesthey produce” saysNick
Deardenof Globd JusiceNow, whichis
cdlingfor patentson the Ffizer vaccineto be
uspended. Patents award them exdusive
rightsto mekeand sl their drugsfor 20

years, preventing the supply of cheaper,

With England in lockdown, the UK's
coronavirus death toll passing 50,000 and Brexit
talks closeto deadline, one could be forgiven for
asking why the resignation of Lee Cain matters.
At adifficult time, the departure of aNo 10 aide
few people had heard of has topped the news
agenda.lt is tempting to dismiss Cain's exit asa
Westminster-bubble story, but it's much more
important than that. It's about the future direction
of BorisJohnson'sgovernment - whom helistens
to, and what he does. It is, fundamentally, about
who governs Britain. Should Johnson's
government be a \ote Leave one that is focused
onitsnew "red wall" voters, or should he change
tack and usher in a new era of cuddly
Conservativism?Since Johnson entered Downing
Street in July last year, he has been surrounded
by former colleagues from the Vote Leave
campaign. Cain is a longtime supporter of
Johnson's, having worked with him on the EU
referendum campaign, in the Foreign Office, on
his leadership campaign and from the day he
entered Downing Street. Perhaps most
importantly, Cain waswith Johnson during his 10

beginning in the battlefor control of No 10

months in the wilderness after he resigned as
foreign secretary, a time when many Tory MPs
werewriting Johnson off. The pair sat together in
the small office the whips had sent Johnson to,
forging a close bond. They were seen as an odd
pairing: adown-to-earth, state-school northerner
and an Old Etonian classicist.While many of
Johnson's supporters had expected his
premiership to resemble a court with various
factions competing for the prime minister's ear,
whenhedidfinaly makeitinto Downing Street a
Votel eave

takeover K aIy Bal IS began.
Most notably, Dominic Cummingswas brought
in- but sowere severa othersfromthe campaign.
It haslargely been Cummingsand Cain holding
the power in No 10.However, in recent months
there has been a shift. A globa pandemic has put
strain onthewhol e operation, alot of goodwill has
gone, and the mood hasbecome muchworse. "It's
like a Mexican firing squad in there," one
government adviser said. Added tothisaretensons
between Johnson's partner, Carrie Symonds, and
his senior Vote Leave aides. Those close to her

suggest she has different views on how the
government should be communicating its
message.Last month's appointment of Allegra
Stratton asthe Downing Street spokesperson - she
isthought tofavour alesscombative mediastrategy
- was viewed by some aides as a victory for
Symonds over Cain, who had preferred other
candidates. Tens ons between the various factions
came to a head when news broke yesterday that
Cain had been offered theNo 10 chief of Saff role.
After aday of negative briefings againg him, he
stepped down.Former ministers hope Cain's
departure marksthe beginning of something much
bigger - a reset of Johnson's premiership. The
argument goes that, after the trangition period of
the UK leaving the EU ends and the worgt of the
pandemic isout of the way, therewill be achance
for Johnson to change the tone of his premiership.
Rather thanleading an aggressivegovernment that
picksfights- whether with the parliamentary press
pack, theEU or theBBC - Johnson could pivottoa
broader, One Nation approach. Supportersof such
aplanpoint to hisCity Hal daysasL ondon mayor,

when he had areshuffle of staff early on.

generic versons Hereisasector not driven
by curing iliness but rather by shareholder
profits: for example, recent research found
that revenuefrom soaring insulin priceshas
been splashed on shareholders rather than
research and devel opment. When Sartup
companies sring up developing innovative
new drugs, big pharmabuysthem up and
even shuts down the development of such
novd trestmentsin order to difle
competition. Taketwo particularly horrifying
examplesof thisbroken pharmaceutica
industry. Whilemillionsof Africanswere
dyingintheHIV/Aidspandemic, bigpharma
atempted to block cash-strapped
governmentsimporting chesper versions of
life-saving drugs Herésanother: therise of
infections resgtant to antibicticsisan
emergency perhaps even comparableto the
dimatecriss. Yet pharmaceutica companies
havefailed toinves in developing new
drugs- shockingly, there has been no new
classof antibiatic developed for neerly four
decades- becauseit Smply isn't profitable
Thiscolossd falureled the government's
former"superbugtsar ImONeill to

develop promising Vaccine candidates,
which could have been used againgt Covid-
19. But pharmaceutical companies
abandoned the research. Why? Because it
wasunlikely tobeimmediatdy profitable. It
getsworse magjor pharmaceutica companies
blockedan EU proposd in 2017 tofagt-track
vaccines for pathogens such as
coronavirusHeréssomebasic common
sense Lag month, the Indian and South
African governments asked the World Trade
Organization to give countriesthe power to
neither grant nor enforce patentslinked to
Covid-19 drugsand vaccines urtil globel
immunity isachieved. Thisweek, they were
backed up by leading UN human rights
expertswho cdled on governmentsto
ensure universd accessto avaccine But
such proposdsarebeing blocked, whilea
amdl number of rich countrieshave struck
dedsfor morethan abillion dosesof the
Pfizer-BioNTechvaccine leavinglessthana
quarter of what is planned to be produced
for therest of theworld.Rather thanbeinga
PRtriumphfor big pharma, coronavirus
should sarve as areminder of the disastrous
conssquences of leaving alife-saving
indugtry in the hands of aprofitesring
monopoly. Britain hasit better than most
countries: the Nationa Indtitute for Hedlth
and CareExcdlence(Nice) hascondderable
leverage over pharmaceutical companiesby
being ableto judge whether their drugsare
vauefor money for theNHS. But, whilethe
US payson average nearly four timesmore
for drugs than other countries, everybody
isbeing ripped off. With a successful
vaccine, herdimmunity could be possible
without resultingin millionsmoredeed.
Thisisaglobd catastrophe, &fter dl: upto
150millionmorepeoplewill bedriveninto
extremepoverty by next year asa
consequence of the pandemic. Hundreds
of thousands have died, from New Ddhi to
Riode Jandro, whileentireeconomieshave
been ravaged. But apharmaceutica industry
that haslong made exorbitant profitsby free-
riding on public-sector research has been
granted its most lucrative money-spinner
yet. Soyes rgoicetha avaccinemay well
be coming, but dont give kudosto a
pharmaceuticd industry that isas
dysfunctiond asitismoraly bankrupt.

W\& cannot know albout very rare adver s effects
until millions of people have been vaccinated

The news this week that the Pfizer/
BioNTech vaccine protected more than
90% of recipientsisof hugeimportance.
The vaccine efficacy is higher than we
had hoped for.There appear to be no
safety concerns, although the final
safety data along with other data on
manufacturing and thefull efficacy results
will need to besubmitted totheMedicines
and Healthcare products Regulatory
Agency (MHRA) to review whether it's
safe enough to grant temporary
authorisation. This would alow the
vaccine to be rolled out before a full
product licenceisissued.RNA vaccines,
never produced before, appear to work,
and may be developed against other
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Coronavirus
Vaccine
e

avirus
Coronav | Vaccine

Vaccine

COVID - 19

infectious diseases. We cannot know
about very rare adverse effects until
millionsof people have been vaccinated,
and post-marketing surveillance for
safety will be essential; and we don't
know for how long vaccine-induced
immunity will |last.Doestheavailability of
the first vaccine mean that we can give
up present retrictionsand go back tolife

David Salisbury

before Covid? | fear the answer is no.
We can only do that if the coronavirus
disappears or turns into something like
acold, or we vaccinate so many people
that we achieve population "herd"
immunity. Until we achieve that latter
state, the future is
going to be "vaccine
plus'.Now that high
efficacy has been
demonstrated, the
duration of immunity
and the overall
proportion of the
population
veccinatedarecritica.
If immunity is not
long-lasting, the
concept of regular

annua revaccination of everybody is
daunting with huge impacts on other
services. Annua boosting vaccinations
just for those in risk groups would be
easy, if given aongside seasona flu
vaccination, but would also mean those
not in risk groups taking their chances
with Covid-19 or continuing with social
distancing and other measures.If the
virus continues to circulate among
young people, those at risk who were
not vaccinated or for whom the vaccine
didn't work are gtill vulnerable. Thisis
almost exactly the situation that we
currently face with seasonal flu
vaccination. We vaccinae those at risk
and leave the rest to take their chances.
The difference is that with seasond flu
we aso vaccinate children because they
do get flu, sometimes badly, and are
"super-spreaders".Any vaccine
campaign will be driven by the pace of
product supply. In an ided world, there
are aufficient stockpilesheld in advance.
With anew vaccine, advance stockpiles
arerardly available, and for now weneed
to have as much information as possible
about the reported manufacturing that has
goneon"a risk". Talk of 1 milliondosesa

INDIA CARBON LIMITED

Regd. Office : Noonmati, Guwahati 781020, Assam
CIN NO : L23101AS51961PLC001173
Ph No. : (033) 22487856/9, Fax No. : 91-33-2230-7507, E-mail : icl@indiacarbonltd.com, Website : www.indiacarbonltd.com

EXTRACT OF STANDALONE UN-AUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE

QUARTER AND HALF YEAR ENDED 30TH SEPTEMBER, 2020 (Rs. in Lakhs)
S| Quarter ended Six Months ending Year ending
No.. Particulars 30.09.2019 | 30.06.2020 | 30.09.2019 | 30.09.2020 | 30.09.2019 | 31.03.2020
(Unaudited) | (Unaudited) | (Unaudited) | (Unaudited) | (Unaudited) | (Audited)
1 | Revenue from Operations 6071.40 3495.88 4491.99 9567.28 11210.00| 20619.90
2 | Net Profit / (Loss) for the period (before Tax, Exceptional
and/or Extraordinary items) 1,005.82 837.01 | (1,760.67) 1,842.83 | (2,062.87)| (5,170.85)
3 | Net Profit / (Loss) for the period (before Tax, after
Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items) 1,005.82 837.01 | (1,760.67) 1,842.83 | (2,062.87)| (5,170.85)
4 | Net Profit / (Loss) for the period after Tax
(after Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items) 603.55 475.23 | (1,736.63) 1,078.78 | (2,037.17)| (3,646.30)
5 | Total comprehensive Income for the period
[Comprising Profit/(Loss) for the period (after Tax) and
other comprehensive Income (after tax) 2,313.21 358.81 | (1,600.81) 2,672.02| (2,026.24)| (4,408.98)
6 | Equity Share Capital 265.00 265.00 265.00 265.00 265.00 265.00
7. | Other Equity (excluding revaluation reserve) as per
Balance Sheet for the previous accounting year
8 | Earning Per Share (of Rs. 10 each) (Not Annualised)
1. Basic: 22,78 17.93 (65.53) 40.71 (76.87)| (137.60)
2. Diluted : 22.78 17.93 (65.53) 40.71 (76.87)| (137.60)

week for the UK soundsimpressive.

Notes :

The above is an extract of the detailed format of Unaudited Financial Results for the Quarter ended 30th September,2020 filed with the Stock
Exchanges under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the
aforesaid results are available on the Stock Exchange Websites, www.cse-india.com and on the Companie's website www.indiacarbonlitd.com.

1.

The above results have been reviewed by the Audit Committee and approved by the Board of Directors of the Company at their meeting

held on 13th November, 2020.
Figues have been regrouped or rearranged wherever necessary.

Place : Kolkata
Date : 13th November, 2020

For M/s India Carbon Limited

Sd/-

Rakesh Himatsingka
Managing Director
DIN: 00632156
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Amit Shah todiscussNaga issue
with gakeholdersin Manipur

Nas | 0 |

IMPHAL, November 13 : Announcing
Union Home Minister Amit Shah's plan to
visit Manipur later this month to discuss
Naga political issue, the chief minister of
Manipur, N Biren Singh, Thursday reiter-
ated that state's territorial integrity would
not be sacrificed at any cost.Addressing a
press conference at the chief minister's sec-
retariat here, Singh informed that the Union
minister had a plan to visit the state within
the current November month.Singh said he
learnt that Shah desired to discuss the is-
suewith all theMLAsof the stateand other
stakeholders during his proposed visit in
the state.Singh, however, said that the date
of Shah's arrival has not been confirmed
yet. The chief minister has, however, reaf-

firmed the state's decision not to compro-
mise the interest of Manipur in any way
whether the Centre discussed theissuewith
the stakeholders of the state in Imphal,
Delhi or anywhere. "Our standisvery clear.
We have repeatedly and categorically con-
veyed to the concern that we will never
compromise Manipur's interest at any
cost," he said.He said that ethnic commu-
nitieslikeMeitel, Naga, Kuki, Meitel Pangal
(Manipuri Muslims) have been living har-
moniously for centuries in this small state
and would continue to live together.The
chief minister reminded an assurancegiven
by the Union home minister that all stake-
holders would be consulted before
finalising the proposed Naga peace
talks.Singh opined that the union homemin-
ister might have planned to cometothe state
as a part of the assurance he had given
earlier."Union home minister wanted to meet
all the MLAS, civil society representatives
and other stakeholders before making any
final shape of the Naga peace talks,” Singh
said.It may bementioned that Manipur chief
minister Biren Singh wasinvitedto Delhi to
discussvariousissues before any agreement
isreached between the Centre, NSCN (I-M)
and the Working Committee of the NNPGs,
an umbrellabody of seven Naga groups.

Knowledge sharing
programme held at Hojai

A correspondent : NAGAON, Nov 13: Afac-
ulty knowledge sharing programmewasjointly
organized under specid initiativesaswell as
effortsof Pranjd Pratim Sarma, Assstant Man-
ager, IBSby Women'sCell, Hoja-DimaHasao
Karbi Anglong Zone, ACTA and |CFAI Busi-
ness school recently on 360 degree academi-
cians: prospect and challenges. Prof Biswajit
Bhuyan, president of Assam College Teach-
ers Association (ACTA) inaugurated the

programme while Binita Bhuyan, convenor,
Women's Cell Hojai-Dima Hasao Karbi
Anglong Zonedelivered thewel come address
and voteof thanksby Dr AnuradhaChaudhari.
DrAjay Pathak, director, IBS, Kolkataand prof
Sarbari Saha, faculty of IBS, Kolkatagraced
the occasion as guests. A good number of
participants from across the country were
highly motivated and enriched by the won-
derful deliberation of the resource persons.

Officialsblamed for delay in
MM J road project

RUKSIN, November 13: Thedelay of sev-
eral years in restoring the Mirem-Mikong-
Jonai (MM J) PWD road linking Ruksin head-
quarterswith greater Mirem-Bilat areain East
Siang and parts of Lower Siang district has
drawn flak from the local people and public
leaders.The dilapidated condition of the 15-
km long road from Ruksin town to Mirem
Chardi has caused concern for the commut-
ers. Thelargepotholeson theroad in Ruksin,
Ngorlung, Niglok, Mikong and Mirem areas
are causing immense trouble to local traders
and office-goers.Expressing concern over the
lackadaisical attitude of the state PWD offi-
cials, the people of Pasighat West area
(Ruksin), including local leaders, said: "The
department even after receiving adequatefund
against MMJroad is playing delay tacticsin
this regard, which is causing concern of the
local villagers."It may be mentioned that |
appeal to our Chief Minister PemaKhanduto

Seeds of pulses, v

intervene into MMJ road project issue and
pass necessary order to expedite the project,”
sad Eringin RuksinonWednesday. The MLA
said hefearsthat the fund meant for restruc-
turing the MMJ PWD road "may return for
not utilizing it within the stipulated period."
Hesaid theofficia swould beresponsiblefor
it."Thefunding authority isreleasing fund to
carry out road construction works, but the
PWD engineersaredelayingit under therea
son best known to them only," he said.the
DoNER ministry under its North East Road
Sector Development Scheme has sanctioned
RsRs42.27 crorefor complete restructuring
of the 15-kmlong MM Jroad, out of which Rs
15 crore has been released as first install-
ment. Pasighat PWD divison EE T Taki said
his office has already opened the technical
bid tender against the MMJ road project,
"whichisunder consideration of the higher-
ups of the department.

egetables distributed

among the flood hit farmers in Hojal digtrict

A correspondent : NAGAON, Nov 13: Dis-
trict Agriculture Department of Hojai digtrict
distributed various seeds of pulses, mustard
oil and vegetables among the flood victim
farmersin the district. Besides, submitted a
list of 10020 flood victim farmersof thedis-
trict to the office of thedirector of state agri-
culturedepartment for compensation. It may
be mentioned that during the session of 2020,
theflood water of Kapili river ravaged atotal
of 6472 hectares of crop landin 81 villages
under threerevenuecirclesin Hojai district.
Inapressrelease signed by District Agricul-
ture Officer Tarun Hazarika stated that dur-
ing the session morethan 10020 farmerswere

completely ruined and their familiesare cur-
rently tolead avery miserablelife. Hencethe
district agriculture office has left no stone
unturned to get back their respective losses
and submitted alist of thoseflood - ravaged
farmers to the state director of agriculture
department to provide their losses valued
around of Rs 6,29,00000.00. It is however
stated in the press rel ease that the distribu-
tion of seeds among the flood - hit farmers
are being done in presence of village head-
men, gram panchayat representatives and
other villagelevel extensionworkersby Ag-
riculture Development Officers Beauty Gogoi
and Abinash Kalita.

DC Hears Grievances of
GBs of Darka Village

Commissioner Shri Moki Loyi heard in
length on appointments of two vacant
HGBs of the biggest villagein West Siang
in presence of the all 15 GBs of thevillage
at Conference Hall of DC officetoday. Shri
Loyi exhorted the institution of GB to con-
tinueitsrolein settling local disputesin a
fair and free manner as the lowest unit of
administration and maintain neutrality dur-
ing any election asthe administrative agent
of the govt. He assured to look into the two
vacant posts of HGBs of the village basing
on the popular demand of all GBs of the
village stating that institution today needs
few GBswho can read and writeto makeit

more vibrant. He disclosed that he will go
through records for appointment of three
HGBs for a village, whether appointment
were made on the basis of segments like
Darka-1, Darka-Il and Darka-I1l and pro-
cess of appointment may take time due to
declaration of Panchayat Election in the
state. But he will tie up with the govt. for
appointment asit isan existing case not as
new one. The13HGBsand GBsfromthree
segments of Darka village who spoke on
the occasion said that they are signatories
for appointment of two Young GBs, Shri
Medam Ete and Kenba Ete to help themin
all official,worksrelating tolocal Kebasin
thevillage.

Exdusve ethnic identity in the region was not
viable and emphassed on indusvenessto achieve

DIMAPUR, November 13: Coor-
dinating Committee on Manipur
Integrity (COCOMI) has urged
NNPG |eadersto take the opportu-
nity of Naga peace talks for creat-
ing afoundation and new hope for
the future generations of both
Manipuris, Nagas and other eth-
nic communities and neighbouring
Stateswho all had been and would
beliving together forever. Thiswas
conveyed by asix-member delega-
tion of the committee, which held
over three hours of consultative
meet with Working Committee
(WC) of NNPGsled by itsconvener
N Kitovi Zhimomi and six co-con-
veners, along with three other mem-
bersof thecommittee, hereon Tues-
day. COCOMI media coordinator
Jeetendra Ningombain apressre-
lease said the delegation stressed
that this was not the time to think
and work only for one community
only as the population of ethnic
communitiesin "our region" is so
small that theimpact from ever-in-
creasing influx of migrant popula-
tion could be the most challenging
issuein near future. COCOMI said
everyone should realise the eco-

nomic constraints they are facing,
which could lead to compromising
of al "our rights and privileges'.
COCOMI acknowledged the prow-
ess of WC leaders in bringing the

government to negotiating table
and for the progress achieved
through the political negotiations.
The committee expressed solidar-
ity with WC, NNPGsand expressed
the hope that negotiations be-
tween Nagas and government of
India would conclude without de-
lay. It pointed out that all
neighbouring States were anx-
iously expecting a positive Indo-

Naga political agreement and
wished WC, NNPG leadership and
the Nagas "a great path ahead to
lead anew future of inclusive socio-
economic and political identity of

‘ ——

the region where the future gen-
erations of ours shall have a com-
mon platform to address it to-
gether". On the other hand,
COCOM I said that theWC delega-
tion assured them that the impend-
ing Indo-Naga political solution
would be in the interests of both
Nagas and Meiteis and other com-
munities. Stressing on inclusive-
ness and recalling his past experi-

ences, the WC convener said ex-
clusiveethnicidentity intheregion
was not viable and emphasised on
inclusivenessto achieve "what we
strive for". Considering the anxi-
ety and discontentment over the
undisclosed content of 23 years of
peace process, COCOMI said
Zhimomi admitted that during the
past few decades, tranquility and
mutual respect among the Meiteis
and Nagas faced "rough weather
owing to impractical ideology and
discomforting political stance of a
few, and we have to realise that
before it's too late and try to re-
build the trust between the com-
munitiesfor the sake of future gen-
erationsto liveand grow together”.
Besides other issues discussed at
the meeting, both sidesalso agreed
that more interaction and people-
to-people dialogue was necessary
to forge a strong indigenous eth-
nic community platform to meet
the ever-threatening demographic
invasion of the North-eastern re-
gion. They also agreed that Naga-
Metei brotherhood could not be
dictated by haphazard and prepos-
terous sentiments.

Commissone &
Secretary reviews wdfare
schemes in Hailakandi

Hailakandi, Nov.13: Commissioner and Secretary, Social
Welfare Department, Mukesh Sahu reviewed the status
of social welfare schemesin the district here on Wednes-
day. At areview meeting held with Deputy Commissioner,
Megh Nidhi Dahal, Digtrict Social Welfare Officer and other
officials of the department at DC's conference hall, Com-
missioner and Secretary, Sahu called for implementation
of the welfare oriented schemes meant for different sec-
tions of peoplein atimebound manner. The CDPOsalong
with the supporting staff, Block Coordinators, DCO,
MAMTA, DPC, PMMVY, WWO-MSK, DCO-POSHAN
presented before the Commissioner and Secretary up to
date status of different welfare schemes in the meeting.
Later, Sahu, who isalso the Barak Valley Commissioner
visited the border areas along the Assam-Mizoram inter
state border under Ramnathpur Police Station. Sahu in-
spected the border areas and interacted with the local
people. He was accompanied by Deputy Commissioner
Dahal and Superintendent of Police, PabindraKumar Nath.

BJP wor ker
ChandraKalitadies

SIPAJHAR, Nov 13: ==
Chandrakalita, active
worker of Bharatiya |
Janata Party (BJP) and
president of khatara
Booth committee of
Bharatiya Janata
Party passed away. He
was suffering from !
various ailments and
diagonsed with cancer.
Hewas one of the prominent devotee of historic Khatara
Satrain Darrang district and closely associated with the
various activities of the Satra. He had successfully
served asthe secretary of the food sub committee of the
celebration of 450th anniversary of the Khata Satra. Re-
tired army personnel Kalita's sudden demisewaswidely
mourned in the locality. He was 59 and survived by his
wife, one son, one daughter and many other relatives.
Khatara SatraM anagement samitee, khataraSatraKristi
Sangha, MLA, Sipajhar LAC, BinandaKumar Saikia,
Patharughat Mandal committee of Bharatiya Janata
Party, Patharughat and Barampur branch of Assam
Sahitya sabha, Nandanik Sahitya Chora, Bahniman
Gosthi Khatara branch of Undivided Darrang District
kalita Janagosthi Sanmilan, Dipila Traders Associa-
tion and many others expressed their deep sorrow over
the demise of kalita and conveyed their condolences
to the bereaved family members.

Women folk artist Amiti
Barua passed away

SIPAJHAR, Nov 14 : Death occurred of
Prominent womenfolk artist of Hazarikapara
areain Darrang district. Shewas 70. Asone
of thefollower of thereligiousidea sof Sri
Manta Sankardeva she was closely associ-
ated with the Sri Manta Sankardeva Sangha
Shewassuffering fromvariousalments. She
was aso one of active member of Assam
GanaParishad (AGP).Rodai Namati Troup,

Hazarikapararegiona committee of Assam
Gana Parishad, Hazarikapara regional and
Primary unit of Sri Manta Sankardeva
Sangha, Dhopartal Sankarjyoti Sangha,
Hazarikapara Seva Bahini of Sri Manta
Sankardeva Sanghaand Dakhin Mangaldai
Nagarik Sabhaexpressed their deep sorrow
over the demise and conveyed their condo-
lencesto the bereaved family members.

ASSAM CARBON

E-mail : acplghy@ascarbon.com

ACPL

ASSAM CARBON PRODUCTS LIMITED
Regd. Office : Birkuchi, Guwahati - 781 026
CIN : L23101AS1963PLC001206
Phone : 0361 - 2640262; Fax : 0361 - 2640368
; Website : www.assamcarbon.in

EXTRACT OF UN-AUDITED STANDALONE FINANCIAL RESULTS
FOR THE QUARTER ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2020

PRODUCTS LTD

(Rs. in Lacs)

s ) 3 Months | 3 Months | 3 Months | 6 Months | 6 Months |Year ended
No. Particulars ended | ended | ended | ended | ended |31.03.2020
30.09.2020 | 30.06.2020 | 30.09.2019 | 30.09.2020 | 30.09.2019 | (Audited)
1.| Total Income from Operations 1,052 760 1,291 1,812 2,816 4,953
2.| Net Profit / (Loss) for the period
(before Tax, Exceptional and/or
Extraordinary items) 206 41 315 247 627 1,080
3.| Net Profit /(Loss) for the period
before Tax (after Exceptional and/or
Extraordinary items) 206 41 315 247 627 1,080
4. | Net Profit /(Loss) for the period
after Tax (after Exceptional and/or
Extraordinary items) 136 25 251 161 499 785
5.| Total Comprehensive Income for the
period [Comprising Profit / (Loss)
for the period (after tax) and other
Comprehensive Income (after tax)] 136 25 251 161 499 810
6. | Equity Share Capital 276 276 276 276 276 276
7.| Earning per Share (of Rs. 10/- each)
Basic 4.93 0.91 9.08 5.84 18.12 28.48
Diluted 4.93 0.91 9.08 5.84 18.12 28.48

Notes :

off to the nearest Lacs rupees.

Kolkata
12th November, 2020

1 The above results have been reviewed by the Audit Committee and approved by the Board of Directors
at their respective meetings held on 12th November, 2020.

2 The above is an extract of detailed format of Quarterly Financial Results filed with the Stock Exchange
under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations 2015.
The full format of the Quarterly Financial Results are available on the website of the Company at
www.assamcarbon.in and on the website of The Calcutta Stock Exchange Ltd at www.cse-india.com.

3 Figures have been regrouped or rearranged wherever necessary. Further, the figures has been rounded

4  These financials results have been prepared in accordance with the Companies (Indian Accounting
Standard) Rules, 2015 (Ind AS) prescribed under section 133 of the Companies Act 2013.

For Assam Carbon Products Limited
Sd/-

K. K. Bhattacharya

Managing Director

DIN : 07011241

Woman rescued

fromillegal

confinement

ITANAGAR, November 13:
A 20-year-old woman, who
had been kept inillegal con-
finement in Longding district
on 11 November, has been

\7

Warren Tea Limited

Registered Office: Dechall Tea Estate
P.O. Hoogrijan, Dist. Tinsukia, Assam 786 601
Tel : +91 95310 45098, CIN: L01132AS1977PLC001706, Email : corporate@warrentea.com, Website : www.warrentea.com

EXTRACT OF STATEMENT OF UNAUDITED STANDALONE AND CONSOLIDATED
FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER AND HALF YEAR ENDED 30TH SEPTEMBER, 2020

(Figures in T lakhs)

rescued by the Ii)gé :C%J( he STANDALONE CONSOLIDATED
Wwoman was repor y en Quarter |Year to Date| Quarter Quarter | Year to Date| Quarter
to the house of the chief of PARTICULARS Ended Ended Ended | Ended Ended Ended
i 1 on on on on on on

\'fvﬁ?”%l;' Iéﬂ%emagr?'anset dhte(; 30.09.2020 | 30.09.2020 | 30.09.2019|30.09.2020| 30.09.2020 |30.09.2019

4 9 Total Income from Operations 5358 6814 4894 5358 6814 4894
reach out to the Arunachal Net Profit for the period before Tax 1981 1566 1583 1981 1566 1583
Pradesn Wpomn "enn"s Welfare Net Profit for th i d after T: 1981 1566 1583 1923 1443 1580
Society (A S) through Tet I(rsm orhep‘enol o fa ; the period 2103 1810 1651 2046 1687 1649

- . . . _ olal Comprenensive Income for the perio

SOCI61_| media, seeklng Inter [ Comprising Profit for the period (after tax) and Other
vention for her safe Comprehensive Income (after tax)]
release TheAPWWS central | || Equity Share Capital 1195 1195 1195 1195 1195 1195
branch alerted Longd| ng Earnings per Share (of ¥ 10/- each)
DSPBTangj ang and DGPRP - Basic and Diluted Earnings (In Rupees) 16.58 13.10 13.25 16.09 12.08 13.22
Upadhyaya, who then sent a

policeteamtothevillage. The Note :
woman wasrescued fromthe
house of Aching Wangham,
the chief of Konnu village.
Thewoman, whoiscurrently
housed at a one-stop centre,

was produced before the Kolkata

=z
%:
L
o
0 12th November, 2020

The above is an extract of the detailed format of Unaudited Standalone and Consolidated Financial Results for the quarter and
half year ended on 30th September, 2020 filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 of the Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the Unaudited Standalone
and Consolidated Financial Results are available on the Stock Exchange websites (www.bseindia.com and www.cse-india.com)

and on the Company's website.

Warren Tea Limited
Vinay K. Goenka
Executive Chairman

JMFC on Thursday.
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The policy of moscow
towards China

Moscow decided to suspend the supply of the S-400s to
China.The S-400isamodern surface-to-air missiledefence sys-
tem capabl e of intercepting and destroying enemy missiles and
aircraft upto arange of 400 km.In 2018, despitethe US threat of
sanctions, Indiacorrectly chose Russia's S-400 over the Ameri-
can Patriot Advanced Capability (PAC-3) and THAAD (Termi-
nal High Altitude Area Defense) missiles. A predictably outra-
geous outburst from President Donald Trump against India's
decision followed. This year, however, under a slew of arms
deals, was buried a piece of news that raised a few eyebrows.
The S-400s promised by Russiato Chinadid not arrive. Rumours
thrived that Covid-19 may have beenthereason for delay. But it
looks like Moscow took a deliberate stand.In February 2020,
Valery Mitko, one of Russia's leading Arctic scientists, was ar-
rested on charges of alegedly passing secrets on submarine-
detecting technology to China. Later, in June, after investiga-
tions, a court in Russia extended his house arrest. Russian sci-
entists have been under a cloud because of linksto Chinain the
last couple of years and the Mitko incident aggravated a grow-
ing suspicion that hangs over a collaboration of convenience
between Chinaand Russia. A month after the court'sdecisionon
Mitko, Russiachoseto suspend the supply of missilesto China.ln
Asia, Chinafindsitself in an unfriendly neighbourhood of lit-
toral states on the South China Sea, made worse with the US
entering the Indo-Pecific with its alies. The talk of revival of
Quadinvolving the US, Japan, Indiaand Austraiaisan example.
Given itsisolated status, a stable relationship with Russia has
assumed critical importancefor China. A suspicious China, how-
ever, senses that its dependence on Russian weapons technol -
ogy makesit vulnerable. Which might haveled to espionage on
Russia and probably the Mitko case. Moscow, on the other
hand, needs Chinese investments to develop ports and infra-
structureintheArctic region and yet fearsthat Beijing might cut
intoitsinfluencein the defenceindustry and Central Asia.lnthe
early 1990s, the collapse of the Soviet Union coincided with the
rise of China. Asthe US consolidated its sole superpower sta-
tus, Beijing and M oscow cametogether to challengetheAmerican
hegemony. Russian interests, though, were restricted to Central
Asiaand the Middle East - given that the nature of military postur-
ing in the region suited the typicaly intrusive Russian playbook.
Their interestsin East Asia, dominated by China, remained mostly
marginal. However, deteriorating relations in the neighbourhood
around South China Sea and South Asia might see an interested
Russian arms industry tiptoeing in. As a lurking rivalry lines its
collaboration with China, Russiahas quietly increased its stakes of
negotiation in East Asia.lnstead of its archetypal politico-military
outreach that could upset China, Russia has used a soft-power
route of tradeto strengthenitsrapport with Japan and South K orea.
In 2017, Japan and South Korea comprised 7 per cent per cent of
Russian exports (versus 11 per cent to China).According to the
Stockholm International Peace Research Ingtitute (SIPRI), Russia
has substantially increased its supply of armsto Southeast Asiain
this decade. Former PM Dmitry Medvedev used multilateral plat-
formslikeASEAN to meet leadersfrom Laos, Thailand and Cambo-
dialast year. PhilippinesPresident Rodrigo Dutertecalled Vladimir
Putin "my favourite hero". And to authoritarian regimes such as
Cambodia, Russiais aless demanding presence than the West.An
ambitious China, under Xi Jinping, has asserted itself in geogra-
phiesoutside East Asia. Any such push towards Central Asiaand
theMiddle East worries Russia, whichwould liketo retain astron-
ger East Asian card. That explains Russids relations with coun-
triesin East Asia, where China has new enemies. That also ex-
plains why Russiais likely to keep Indiaon its side. On the US
front, Joe Biden's new government could reopen past differences
with Russia, including on Ukraine and Belarus. Moscow'ssilence
on Biden'selection winisapointer, just as Beijing's silence indi-
catesthe anticipation of asteady, hard-nosed Americanline Russia
and China have come along way in their historical relationship
and, today, share what Parag Khanna refers to as "an axis of
conveniencethan areal alliance". Fifty yearsago, Chinese patrols
deceived a Soviet outpost at an idand off the River Ussuri. The
Sovietsretaliated, obliterating an entire Chinese military brigade.
The beneficiaries then were the Americans, who believed that an
enemy'senemy wastheir friend, and sided with the Chinese. Half a
century later, whilethe Russians are suspi cious that anow power-
ful Chinamight deceivethem again, thelatter needsthem against
Americaand itsallies. Vasily Kashin of the Russian Academy of
Sciences Indtitute of Far Eastern Studies says, "China can ill-
afford to alienate a neighbour that's an important military and
resource power in its own right". Announcing itself as an active
mediator between Indiaand Chinaisnot quite Russia's style, but
it has never shied away from hosting peace summits (Tashkent in
1965 wasanexample).

First stumbled upon Trumpland in 2012

hapsoneday Donald Trump will
R dragged out of the Oval Office,
his tiny fingernails still dug deep

into that fat oak desk. But Trumpland, the
country that ignored the politicians and
the pollsters and the pundits and gave
him the White Housein 2016, will outlast
him; just as it emerged before he even
thought of becoming a candidate. And
for aslongasitishereit will warp politics
and destabilise the US.I first stumbled
upon Trumpland in 2012, atime when it
bore no such name and appeared on no
maps.| was reporting in Pittsburgh that
autumn, as Barack Obama crushed Mitt
Romney while cruising to a second term
as president. The big US broadsheets
wrote up the Republicans asif they were
an endangered species , while
thirtysomethings in DC gazed deep into
their spreadsheets or West Wing boxsets
and foretold permanent Democratic ma-
jorities, gaily handed to them by arain-
bow coalition of black, Latino and

granola-chew-
ing graduate

Aditya Chakrabortty

steelworks in 1978 - without, of course,
three decades of inflation. Among
Maura'syear of about 500 graduates, she
counted as one of the lucky ones."I don't
think I'm ever going to earn as much as
my parents," she said. "I don't think my
husband and | will ever havethesamelife
as they did."We were in Pennsylvania,
often painted asaland of blue-collar aris-
tocracy and true-blue Democrats. But the
political economy that had underpinned
those ballot-box mgjoritieswas as rusted
as an abandoned factory. Instead, Maura
saw apolitical system that had failed her
and her generation, in which every new
day wasworsethan yesterday. And while
the Stoutswereleftwing, they had littlein
common with the party they supported.
In their eyes, their home had been gutted
of manufacturing and bilked by foreign
tradedeals, and appeared nowhere on the
Clinton/Obama ideological map.
Trumpland isnot thesame asthe old Re-
publican heartlands, even if they over-
lap. What the deal maker saw moreclearly
than the Bushes, the Romneys and the
McCains was that there was a new elec-
toral coalition to be forged out of down-
wardly mobilewhitevoters. "The people
that have been
ignored, ne-

voters.Except | kept meeting peoplewho
livedinan aternative country. Peoplelike
Mike Stout and his family. He'd worked
for decades in the local steel mills and
had been a fiery union leader. Now he
spent every spare hour asareincarnation
of Woody Guthrie, carrying aguitar aong
with memories of standing in 2009 on
Washington's Mall to watch Obamasin-
auguration, hisbreath freezinginthe Janu-
ary air as the first black president was
sworn in . "It was like a new world had
opened up, just for an afternoon,” said
his wife, Steffi.But it was their far more
subdued daughter, Maura, who troubled
me. The steelworks of her dad's day was
long gone, so she'd gone to university
and then spent two years hunting for a
job. Now the 23-year-old was doing the
accounts for a hotel, a non-graduate po-
sition paying $14 an hour, which Mikere-
called asthe samerate he'd earned at the

glected and abandoned,” he called them
inOhioin2016. "1 amyour voice."And so
hecompleted thegrest inversion of Ameri-
can politics: he turned the Republicans
into a party whose future is tied to
Trumpland. Even Trump's rivals accept
that. Thissummer, Texassenator Ted Cruz
said: "Thebig liein politicsisthat Repub-
licans are the party of the rich and Demo-
crats are the party of the poor. That just
ain't true. Today's Republican party are
Ohio steelworkers, today's Republican
party are single mums waiting
tables..."Whatever promises Trump made
on thethreshold of the White House, once
inside he spent four years giving billions
intax cutsto rich people and trying to de-
prive millions of low-paid Americans of
decent hedlthcare. For the poor whiteswho
put him in power, Trump had nothing to
offer apart from racism.However grossy
used by itsleader, Trumplandismorethan

an imagined community. It has its own
society and economics and politics - and
they barely resemble the rest of the US.
The 477 large and densely populated
counties won by Biden account for 70%
of Americas economy, according to new
calculations by the Brookings Ingtitute ;
Trump's base of 2,497 counties amount
to just 29% (a further 1% is still to be
counted). Brookings describes
Trumpland as "whiter, less-educated and
... Stuated inthenation'sstruggling small
towns and rura areas. Prosperity there
remains out of reach for many."These
people haven't been left behind so much
as cut loose from the US. Between 2010
and 2019, the US created nearly 16m new
jobs but only 55,000 of them were suit-
able for those who left school at 16. In-
equality thisdeep isnot just economic, it
is social and psychological. It is aso
lethal. Two economists, Anne Case and
Angus Deaton, havefound that working-
age white men and women without de-
grees are dying of drug overdoses, alco-
hol-related liver disease and suicide at
unprecedented rates. In 2017 done, they
calculated that therewere 158,000 of these
"deaths of despair" - equal to "threefully
loaded Boeing 737sfalling out of the sky
every day for ayear" . AsCaseand Deaton
point out, African Americans have till
harder lives. They die younger, and are
lesslikely togoto collegeor get ajob. Yet
over decades their prospects areimprov-
ing. For poor whiteAmericans, ontheother
hand, the trends point straight down. The
result, according to a new study by An-
drew Oswald and former Bank of England
rate-setter David Blanchflower, is that
middle-aged, white American school
leavers are now suffering an epidemic of
"extreme menta distress'.Whenyoulive
in azero-sum economy, in which you al-
ways lose while the other guy wins, then
you too might subscribeto zero-sum poli-
tics - in which the Democrats aren't just
opponents but enemies, and democratic
norms are there to be broken. "These
people are hurting," says Blanchflower.
"Andwhenyou're hurting you'll buy what
looks like medicine, even if it's from a
snake-oil merchant.

Buy Local this Diwali: Mantra for
spreading joy and prosperity

"Nowadays you can see, 'Vocal for
Locdl' and themantraof 'Locd for Diwali'
too isechoing everywhere. | also tell the
countrymento promote'Locd for Diwali'
campaign as much as possible. Then
these things will go far and wide if the
people know how wonderful they areand
what our identity is! This will not only
strengthen the local identity, but Diwali
will also brighten the lives of the people
who make these goods. That is why be-
foreDiwali, | am urging the people of the
country again and again to bevigilant for
the 'loca’ products..... Celebrate Diwali
with local, not just lamps. Some people
think that local meansdiyasor lamps. No,
it means everything, every other prod-
uct." - PrimeMinister ShriNarendraM odi
(9Nov, 2020) Minigtry of Textilelaunched
acampaign"Local for Diwali" earlier this
week. The campaignisin total sync with
PrimeMinister ShriNarendraM odi'sidea
of making the nation Atmanirbhar or self
reliant. It is also in tune with two other
significant themes - the crying need to
regain the cultural, economic and artistic
glory of the nation and to economically
support the artisans, traders and small

In manner, Faulkner was always
modest, fair, serious and unflashy

n a delicately weighted coda at the end of

Middlemarch, GeorgeEliot quietly celebratestheun

heroic but life-enhancing exampleof the novel'scen-
tral character. DorotheaBrooke'sspirit may have " spent
itsdlf in channels which have no great name on the
earth,” Eliot writes. "But the effect of her being onthose
around her wasincalculably diffusive, for thegrowing
good of the world is partly dependent on unhistoric
acts" Theeffect of the Home Officecivil servant David
Faulkner, who died last week aged 86, wasincal culably
diffusivetoo. | didn't know himter- 1
ribly well, but | am definitely one of M ar tl n

ing and drugs took serious account of research and
factsrather than following and chasing headlines. This
may seem surprising, since these were the Margaret
Thatcher years, but on these issues the Home Office
wasableto keep itsdistance from No 10.Faulkner was
aliberal inthebest sense. In one of the books hewrote
inretirement he defined thisin an exemplary way - and
with a neat thrust of the dagger at the end:"The term
liberal" has come to be used as one of abuse, often
without much thought for what it means. | haveaways

K ettle

understood it to mean acommitment
tothevauesof freedom, democracy,

many journalists, researchers, academics and practi-
tionerswhom heinfluenced. In manner, Faulkner was
adways modest, fair, serious and unflashy. When |
have mentioned himto othersinthelast few days, the
first thing that people say isalways- andrightly - how
nice hewas.But Faulkner wasaso atough thinker. He
honed his policymaking talentsin the 1980s, a turbu-
lent timefor British government. Asaresult, heaways
looked round political corners before charging on. He
liked to say hisjob wasto spesk truth to power, but in
avoicetowhich power would listen. Inthisway, unlike
Dorothea Brooke, he managed to notch up some nota-
bly historic acts too. These included the setting up of
thedtill inval uableindependent prisonsinspectorate. He
asooversaw along periodinthe 1980sinwhich govern-
ment policy towardscrimina justice, pena issues, polic-

socid justice, repect for the individual and protection
from oppression by corporate interests or the state.
Critics now associate it with weakness, complacency
and socia irrespongbility and by doing so diminish
thefundamental valuesfor which it stands. Politicians
and others praise the liberal valuesfor which te coun-
try fought two world wars, but rarely apply them to
contemporary situations."He aso embodied aform of
civil service integrity that now seemsincreasingly re-
mote. In Faulkner'scivil servicegeneration, career paths
took very different directions from today. He spent d-
most hiswhole career in one department, the Home Of-
fice, moving upthroughit and devel oping acommitment
totheindtitutionitself. Today that indtitutional mentaity
would beacausefor censure, not gpproval, and thelack
of diversity that wentwithitwoul d trigger justified darm.

entrepreneurs in the times of economic
hardship. Whilelaunching the campaign,
Minister of Textilessaid, "Inspired by the
clarion call given by the Prime Minister
on 9th of November, let's come together
to show our support for local textile and
handicraft business. Be it the humble
earthen Diya, the desi drape, home fur-
nishings like bed sheets, curtains or
handcrafted goodsthat you gift your near
and dear ones; this Diwali make every
purchase count.”

Handicrafts of the North East

The North Eastern states are espe-
cialy well knownfor their rich variety of
handicraft articles and traditions. There
are productsthat not
only serve the basic
needsof man, but are

Abhishek Dayal

another and within
membersof thesame

also appropriatefor specia occasionsand
fegtivities. Rich in colours and designs,
the handicraftsof North East are aestheti-
cally beautiful, environmentally friendly
and highly affordable for the common
man. Broadly speaking we can classify
the handicrafts into textiles, cane and
bamboo products, wood carving, metal
works, candle and soap making, jewellery
and terracotta. There are other significant
smaller groups aso, but the above group
formsthe bulk of the handicraft products
that are consumed locally and sold al over
the country. Handicraft sector not only
gives employment to a significant pro-
portion of North East population, but is
also an important source of revenue and
commerce. These handicrafts beautify
our homes and lives dl over India, and
alsofill uswith prideasanationfor being
apart of suchadiversg, rich, intricateand
sengitive culture. The making of these
products does not destroy the environ-
ment or cause health hazard to the mak-
ersand the users - in fact many products
are directly linked to health care and
wellness. There are specia areas within
each of the North East states that have
for centuries honed their craft and are
dedicated to producing speciaized, world
class products. Thus, to name a few, we
canrecall that Sualkuchi village of Assam
is the biggest silk production centre in
the region. Sualkuchi's weavers have
been creating exquisite handwoven silks
such asmuga, paat (mulberry) and eri, for
generations. Sonidan in Meghalayaisan
important centre of endi silk weaving. The
silk saris of Manipur and Assam are es-
pecially famous but thesefabric are put to
use in numerous other ways also. Most
tribes have a unique weave and the pat-
terns vary not only within clans of the
same tribe, but also from one village to

clan depending on their social status.
Birds, flowersand humanfiguresare some
of the popular motifsthat areembroidered
on these handloom products. The tribes
of Tripura, Manipur, Mizoram and
Arunachal have arich and diverse tradi-
tion of textiles. Asthe PrimeMinister has
repeatedly pointed out, Bamboo and cane
products of the region are exceptionaly
beautiful and useful. For instance, hehigh-
lighted the bamboo tiffin boxes of
Manipur in oneof hisMann kiBaat broad-
cast. Working with bamboo and cane are
integral to the culture of the region. The
forests of the Northeast are abundant in
bamboo and the plant is used to make all
kinds of items - from houses, furniture,
cradles, haversacks, containers and mats
to hats, jewellery, musica instrumentsand
animal traps. The Konyak, Phom, Khamti,
Wancho, Nocte, Tanga and Monpatribes
arerenowned for their skill in wood carv-
ing. TheMonpasarefamousfor their uten-
dls, bowls, cups and ceremonia masks.
TheAosmakedrumsscul pted fromwood,
sometimes using just asingle log from a
tree trunk. The Khamtis of Arunachal
Pradesh are known for their exquisite
wooden images of Lord Buddha. The
Lepchas and Bhutias of Sikkim make
bagschok (centre table), partition screens
and chairsout of carved wood. Thetribes-
men of theregion are proven blacksmiths
andtheir metdlurgica skillscanbeseenin
the exquisite wegpons, tools, musical in-
srumentsand jewel lery that they produce.
The Angami and Rengma tribes of
Nagaland are considered to be amongst
thebest blacksmithsintheregion. Brassis
an important cottage industry in the dis-
trict of KamrupinAssam, whilethe Barpeta
Digtrict has the bell metal trade. Artisans
of Arunachal are skilled in the technique
of using wax moulds to make brass and

goldjewelery. TheNagasuseglassshards
and cowrie shellsto design necklaces and
el ephant tusks to make bangles. In Jorhat
we see fine enamelling work known as
minakari. Asoneexpert pointsout: " Enam-
elling is a back-breaking process, which
requires superior skill but the end prod-
uctsaredtriking goldand silver rings, brace-
lets and necklaces. The colours used in
minakari range from the traditional dark
blue and green and white to the more un-
common red and yellow." Masks of vari-
ous kinds are crafted in Assam, Manipur
and Sikkim. Themasks, widely usedinre-
giond andfolk thegtres, arefashioned from
terracotta, pith (Indian cork), meta, bam-
boo, papier-méché and wood. The Dafla
women of Arunachal, theKumar and Hira
communities of Assam and the Tangkhul,
Poumai and Chakpatribesof Manipur are
renowned potters. Some of these commu-
nitiesmake earthernwarewithout apotter's
whedl, using only their hands to fashion
the clay. Terracotta craftsmen from
Asarikandi in Assam have carved aniche
for themselves with their one-of-a-kind
style, which led to Asarikandi being
branded an ethnic art in India. Sikkim is
famous for its thangkas (religious scrolls
depicting Buddhist mythology) paintings,
carpets and blankets woven with sheep
wool. In Manipur, areed known askauna
isused to make double-weave mats. With
the above panoramic view of the crafts of
NE, we may not have touched even half
the products that are produced here and
valued across the country. It is indeed
our responsihility to be aware of the ex-
istence of such wondersthat made India
the golden bird in the past. We can begin
our effort in nationa rejuvenation by cel-
ebrating this Diwali with these products.
With these purchases, not only will it
spread cheer inthe hardworking and poor
families of artisans and small traders, it
will alsoimmensely enrich our ownlives.
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Not fair to cut defence pay, pensions
and inj ect fundsin airlines, banks

New Delhi, November 13: Thislogical fallacy, derisively
labelled as the politician's syllogism, accurately explains
the recent attempts to contain defence expenditure in the
wake of Covid-19. Striking abalance between devel opment
and defence priorities is a tough act even in the best of
times. But the unprecedented economic aftermath of Covid-
19 has meant that arange of solutions - symbalic, radical,
and ill-advised - are al now on the table.First came the
Tour of Duty (ToD) proposal in May, which would allow
entry of young persons in the armed forces for short
tenures, following which they will be released without any
post-retirement benefits. In October, news reports
suggested that measures like doing away with Army Day
parades and Canteen Stores Department (CSD) for units
in peace stationswere being considered. Recently, another
trial balloon went up - apparently, the Department of
Military Affairs (DMA) wants to increase the retirement
age of military personnel, along with a simultaneous
reduction in pensions for those seeking premature
retirement.As expected, all these solutions have come
under heavy fire from the armed forces community, and
mostly for good reasons. This tug-of-war between the
civilianand military stakehol dersmasksthefact that India's
defence expenditure problem cannot be solved by the
Ministry of Defence (MoD) alone; it requires awhol e-of -
government approach in which both civil and military
stakeholders need to eschew their stubbornness.Creating
enough fiscal space for the defence of a developing
country isan unenvioustask. Judging by the government's
expenditure preferences over the last two decades, two
things seem clear.One, despite growing geopolitical
challenges, defence ranks low on the priority list. We say
this because defence expenditure, as a proportion of both
Union government expenditure and GDP, has decreased
inthelast 10 years. In 2009-10, defence expenditure was
2.8 per cent of the GDP and 17.6 per cent of the Union
government expenditure, which has decreased to 2 per
cent and 15.5 per cent respectively, in 2019-20.Two, the
defence expenditure has been skewed towards personnel

2 more Indians from
Kerala suspected to be
among ISIS terrorists who
attacked Jalalabad jail

New Delhi, November 13: Three Indians - not one, as
earlier believed - are suspected to have been involved in
the Jalalabad prison attack in Afghanistan's Nangarhar
Province that killed 29 people in August, ThePrint has
learnt.Sources in the security establishment said a group
photo of the 11 Ilamic State (IS, also abbreviated as| SIS)
attackers, released by theterror outfit on social mediasoon
after the attack, eventually led to thisrevelation. The attack,
claimed by the ISIS, took place on 2 August, when car
bombswere detonated at the prison's entrance by gunmen.
Eight of the attackerswerekilled in abattlelasting almost
20hours. Therewere 1,793 prisonersin the Jalal abad prison
when the attack took place, most of them Taliban and SIS
fighters. While morethan 1,000 prisoners managed to flee,
they werere-arrested.Sources said the three men werefrom
Keralaand go by the pseudonyms Abu Rayyan Al Hindi
(the leader of the group), Abu Rawaha Al Hindi and Abu
Noah Al Hindi. These names, the sources said, were
disclosed in pro-1SIS publications.India’'s National
Investigation Agency (NIA) is already investigating the
alleged involvement of Indians from Kerala in this
case.Initialy, only Abu Rayyan alias Dr ljas'sinvolvement
had come to the fore. ljas, a resident of Padanna in
Kasargod district of Kerala, had left to join the ISIS in
Afghanistan in 2016 along with a group that included his
wife, younger brother Shihas and some friends."ljas had
left for Khorasan Provincein Afghanistan from Hyderabad
aong with his family and 14 others between May and July
2016 via Muscat, and has been working with the Islamic
State since then. But now, the involvement of two more
people from India has come to the fore," a source in the
security establishment told .A second person has been
identified as Bexon alias Isa, afriend of ljas, who goes by
thenameAbu RawahaAl Hindi.lsaisaresident of Palakkad,
who had left Indiain 2016 to join I SIS in Afghanistan with
his wife, younger brother Bestin alias Yahya, and other
friends. A lot of information about Isa was provided by the
pro-IS publication The Voice of Hind."Isa was earlier
identified from the group photo published immediately after
the attack by pro-1SISmedia," the source said, adding that
thelateﬁ ed|t|on of th|spubI|cat|on adso d|sclossh|sdetals

rather than modernisation. The capltal outlay asapercentage
of defence expenditure has declined over the last 10 years
from 32 per cent in FY 11 to 24 per cent in FY 21 (Budget
Estimates). The main reason is the Narendra Modi
government's decision to implement the One Rank One
Pension (OROP) scheme. In 2015- 16, beforethe OROPwas
introduced, defence pension expenditure was at Rs 54,000
crore. By FY 21, it had more than doubled to Rs 1,33,825
crore, rising a anominal CAGR, or compound annua growth
rate of ~22 per cent, much higher than Indian economy (13
per cent) and the MoD's own expenditure (12 per cent).On
the other side of the aisle, the armed forces community
refused to grasp the consequences of a slowing economy.
OROP was made into an emotive issue and al economic
arguments were dismissed. The idea behind OROP - that
veterans retiring in the same rank with the same length of
service should get the same pension irrespective of when
they retire - committed the government to a perpetually
growing liability regardless of its earnings. Moreover, this
came at the direct expense of an equivalent drop in
expenditure on modernisation and stores.Economists Renuka
Sane and Ajay Shah estimate that theimplicit pension debt
(expressed intermsof Net Present VValue of al future pension
disbursements) may benearly 50 per cent of the GDP. Despite
its apparent unsustai nability, the OROPissue has become a
matter of faith. Thelong-term solution of movingal incoming
armed forces personnel to the National Pension System
(NPS) isnot even on thetable.

People purchase goods at booths during a shopping festival in Guangzhou, capital of south China's
Guangdong Province

Not just in Bihar, Congress has 'pulled
down' alliesin th&se other statestoo

New Delhi, November 13: The
Congress poor dtrike rate in the
2020 Bihar assembly eection- with
the party winning only 19 of the
70 seats it contested - is being
blamed for dragging down the RID-
led Mahagathbandhan's overall
tally asitsalliesregistered agood
performance. Whilethe Rashtriya
JanataDal (RJD) won 75 of the 144
segtsit contested, with astrikerate
of 52 per cent, thethree L eft parties
won 16 of 29, at astrikerate of 55
per cent. The result was that the
election was won by the National
DemocraticAlliance (NDA), even
though the RID emerged as the
single-largest party in the House
of 243. Bihar, however, isn't an
aberration. The Congress valueto
its alliance partners in different
states - including Maharashtra,
Tamil Nadu and Uttar Pradesh -
appears to have deteriorated over
thepast few years. In Maharashtra,
for example, the Congress strike
rate was 48 per cent in the 2009
assembly elections, when it
contested with years-old ally
Nationdist Congress Party (NCP)
of Sharad Pawar. In2014, whenthe
Congress went solo, its strike rate
camedownto 14 per cent.In 2019,
as it forged an dliance with the
NCPagain, itsstrikerateroseto 30
per cent, with the party winning
44 of the 147 seats it contested.
Even the strike rate of 30 per cent
was due to Pawar's doughty
campaign as former Congress
president Rahul Gandhi addressed
justtworallies, and prominent state
party leadersremained confined to
their own constituencies. The
NCPsdrikeratein 2019 was45 per
cent asthe party won 54 of the 121
seats where it fielded
candidates.Analysts say the

Congress has been piggybacking
on the NCP in Maharashtra - a
state where it once enjoyed
significant stronghold in many
regions and was in office for 15
yearsfrom 1999-2014. "Thereason
why the Congress could come to
power in Maharashtrain 2019 was
because of the NCP. But the party

.

on itsown isfacing a huge crisis
where many of its leaders are
switching over to the BJR, and it
hashardly any stronglocal leaders
left," political analyst Dhaval
Kulkarni said. Theroleof the'Modi
wave' cannot beunderestimated in
thestate, he added."1n 2014, there
were some BJP candidates who
hardly campaigned, andthey were
fighting some of the Congress
heavyweights. And yet,
surprisingly, many  such
candidates won. This can be
attributed to nothing but the M odi
wave," Kulkarni said.The stateis
currently led by a coalition
government comprising the Shiv
Sena, the NCP and the Congress-
the Shiv Sena had contested the
2019 assembly eection with the
BJP but afallout caused it to look
for new partners. The BJP had
emerged as the single-biggest

party in the election - with 105
seats in a House of 288 - but the
Sena-NCP-Congress dliance has
a numerical advantage.The
Congress contested the 2017 Uttar
Pradesh assembly pollsinalliance
withthe Samgwadi Party (SP). The
last Congress leader to have
served aschief minister of thestate

was the late N.D. Tiwari, whose
term ended in 1989.In the 2017
elections, the Congress contested
114 of the state's 403 seats, and
won just seven of them, or 6 per
cent. The SP, meanwhile, won 47
of the 311 seats contested, with a
strike rate of 15 per cent. The
€l ection was subsequently won by
the BJP with a landslide of 312
segts. Inthe2012 UPeections, the
Congresshad astrikerate of 7 per
cent, as opposed to its then ally
RashtriyalL ok Dal's 19.5 per cent.
A similar trend hasbeen witnessed
in Tamil Nadu, where the party is
in alliance with the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK). M.
Bhaktavatsalam's term as chief
minister from 1963to 1967 wasthe
last time the party led the state.In
the 2016 Tamil Nadu assembly
elections, the Congresswon eight
of the41 seatsit contested - astrike

|ndia Slams Pak Over Missing 26/11
Attack Conspirators From Terror List

rate of 19.5 per cent - while the
DMK won 88 of 180 seats, or 49
per cent of the constituencies it
contested. The election was won
by the AIADMK under thelate J.
Jayadithaa, with thewin marking
the first time since 1984 that an
incumbent government was
retained in the state. The
AIADMK won 136 seats in a
Houseof 234. The Congress gtrike
rateinthe 2011 election was 8 per
cent, down from 70 per cent in 2006.
The party contested both the
eectionsindliancewiththeDMK.
Among other states, the Congress
has been gradually pushed to the
margins in Odisha since the Biju
JanataDa cameto power in 2000.
Since 2014, the BJP has replaced
the Congress as the principal
opposition party in the state. In
former stronghold Andhra
Pradesh, the Congress has seen
its fortunes dip since the 2014
bifurcation, with the party also
failing to gain much ground in
Telangana. The Congress has not
had a chief minister in Jharkhand
sincethe statewasformedin 2000,
and has been piggybacking on
regiona players - the Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha (JMM) or the
JharkhandVikasMorcha(JVM). In
2019, when the IMM-Congress
aliance came to power, it was
largely credited to JMM chief
Hemant Soren's leadership as the
Congress largely remained a
passive player during the
campaign. However, itsstrikerate
appearsto haveincreased over the
years.The Congress had a strike
rate of 51 per cent in the election,
against the IMM's 60 per cent. In
2014, the Congresshad agtrikerate
of 9 per cent, and 22 per cent in
2009.In Bihar, the party performed
relatively better in the 2015
assembly elections, winning 27 of
the 41 seats it contested - a strike
rate of 65 per cent. This was a
significant improvement from its
2010 performance in the state,

solo and won just four, or 1.6 per
cent.Asked about the party's
performance this time, Bihar
Congress |leaders said they were
given tougher seats to contest.
"On 26 of the 70 seats where
Congress contested, it is always
the NDA that has won. The RID
couldn't have won those seats
either. So, the problem wasin the
nature of seats to begin with," a
senior Bihar Congress leader
said.Analysts agreed, but added
that the party also lacks the
organisational rigour needed to
winadaelikeBihar."Thelasttime
the Congresswasin power (inthe
state) wasin 1990. The Congress
best performance in recent times
wasin 2015, whereit won 27 sedts,
which isn't much," said Rahul
Verma, afellow at the Delhi-based
think tank Centre for Policy
research. "So, to give a party 70
seatsintheimmediatenext election
wasn't right, and then to expect
themtowin on such ahigh number
of seatswasn't fair either."1n 2015,
the Congress had contested the
Bihar dectionwiththeRID andthe
Janata Dal (United), which was
then in the midst of a brief
separation fromlongtimeally BJP.
The  Congress-RJD-JD(U)
coalition won the election, but the
alliance collapsed in 2017 as the
JD(V) returned to the BJP. Thelast
time the Congress was in power
on its own in Bihar was between
1985and 1990.AccordingtoVerma,
the alliance partners of the
Congress- inthiselection, the RID
andthe L eft - may also havefailed
to transfer their votesto the party
because the candidate fielded by
the Congressin various seats may
have failed to impress voters."
Whilepartly thereasonisthat they
were contesting tougher seats, itis
also that they aren't as strong
organisationally in the state.
Tejashwi Yadav did 50-odd rdllies,
while Rahul Gandhi did ahandful.
This would obviously make a

New Dehi, November 13 :
India on Thursday rejected
Pakigan'slatest ligt of terrorists
involvedinthe26/11 Mumbai
attacks, saying it "glaringly
omits' themastermind and key
conspirators of the terror
strike.In a strongly-worded
reaction on the issue, the
spokeﬁperson in the Mlnlstry

A Palestinian girl views an artwork at aCOVI D-19 awareness exhibition in Gaza

of External Affairs, Anurag
Srivastava, said India has
repeatedly called on Pakistan
togiveupits"obfuscationand
dilatory tactics' indischarging
its international obligations
inthetrial of Mumbai terror
attacks."We have seen
media reports in Pakistan
about Pakistan's Federal
Investigative Agency (FIA)
releasing an updated 'book
on most wanted/high profile
terrorists' listing several
Pakistani nationalsinvolved
in the 26/11 Mumbai terror
attacks" he said."While the
list includes a select few
members of the Lashkar-e-
Tayyiba, a UN designated
terror entity basedin Pakigtan,
incduding thecrew membersof
the boats used to execute the
26/11 attack, it glaringly omits
the mastermind and key
congpirators of the heinous
terror attack,” Mr Srivagtava
said.According to reports, a
total of 19 terrorists were
named as those involved in
the atteck."It isafact that the
26/11 terror attack was
planned, executed and

launched from Pekistan'sterritory. Thelist makes

it clear that Pakistan
possesses dl the necessary
informationand evidenceon
the conspirators and
facilitatorsof the Mumbai
terror attack based in
Pakistan,” Mr Srivastava
said.On November 26,
2008, agroup of Pakistani
terrorists sneaked into
Mumbai through the sea,
arriving by boat from
Karachi, and went on
rampage, carrying out
coordinated attacks on
the main Chattrapati
Shivaji railway terminus,
the Tgj Mahal hotel, the
Trident hotel, and aJewish
centre. A tota of 166 people
including 28 foreigners
werekilledinthenearly 60-
hour assault."The
government of India has
repeatedly called on the
government of Pakistan to
giveup itsobfuscation and
dilatory tactics in
discharging its
internationa obligationsin
the Mumbai terror attacks
trid," hesaid.

where it contested all 243 seats difference,”" Vermaadded.

NOTICEINVITING TENDER

No. GL P/[Tender/Amenitied

Sealed tender affixing non-refundable court fee stamp of Rs.8.25 (Rupees eight
and twenty five paisa) in prescribed form are hereby invited from the bonafide
registered contractorsfor thefollowing workswhich will be received up to 3.00 PM
on 27.11.2020 and will be opened at 3.30 PM in the same place and date by the
undersigned or officers authorized to open in presence of intending tenderer or their
authorized agent who wish to be present. In the event of closure of office onthedate
due to some reason, the next working day of the office will be the date and place of
receiving and opening the tender.

Scheduleof works (Rs.in Lakhs)
SL Estimated | Time of completion
No. [Name of works Location No. costs from the issue of | Earnest Money
work order
1 |Construction of | D.F.O., S.F. 2% for general
two wheeler Division 1 1,12,000/- 15 days 1% for
stand Office, SC/ST/OBC
Goalpara
2 |Repairing of Agia S.F. 2% for general
Toilet Range Head | ! 60,000/~ 15 days 1% for
Quarter SC/ST/OBC

Detailed tender form can be obtained from the office of the undersigned on all
working daystill 30.11.2020 on payment of Rs. 300/- (Three Hundred only) up to 3:00
PM on 30.11.2020. Tender paper must be filled up addressing to all points terms
specified with the tender form otherwise tender will betreated cancelled.

Sd/-
Divisional Forest Officer
Goalpara S.F. Divison

Janasanyog/C/6923/20
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CM lays foundation stone

have been living pescefully, Sonowa said that in future dso Bongaigeon hasto live
accordingly to set an exampleof itsharmonious coexistence. Giving asnapshot of all
the development initiativesthat the BJP led State government has taken over thelast
four and ahdf years, Sonowa saidthat intheeducationa front for theutilization of its
verdant resources, Sate government has st up eight new medica colleges, ninenew
engineering colleges, 32 palytechnicingitutesand anumber of universitiesaswell as
AlIMSand IARI & Gogamukh. Hedso said that very shortly government would lay
thefoundation stone of Skill University at Mongaidai. Head so called upon the people
aswell asthejourndist fraternity to keep awatch on the performance of the govern-
ment and extend al cooperation so that the rate of development in the State can be
expedited. Ontheoccasion, Food & amp; Civil Suppliesand Consumer AffairsMinis-
ter Phani Bhusan Choudhury, Minigter of State for Urban Devel opment Department
withindependent chargeFijush Hazarikad so ddlivered speach. Chairman of Bongaigaon
ZilaParished Bijay Singha, Misson Director of ASRLM ParthaPratimMgumder, DC
Dr. MSLakshmipriya, SPSK Sonowd, former MLA BhupenRa, socid worker Himani
Adhikari and other dignitarieswere present inthemesting.

MLA Emmanue Mosahary

emerged as a serious blow to Hagrama Mohilary-led BPF ahead of BTC
€lections.Meanwhile, Assam BJP president Ranjeet Kumar Dasson Thursday said
that many other BPF leaders will join the BJP which will help the saffron party to
achievemgjority inthe BTC. Meanwhile Senior BJPleader and Assam cabinet min-
ister Dr. HimantaBiswvaSarmaon Friday addressed twomegapublicralliesat Saakati
and Fakiragram in Kokrgjhar digtrict. In both the meetings which witnessed huge
turnouts, Dr. Sarmahighlighted various devel opmental worksand welfare schemes
the BJP government has undertaken for the people of Bodoland Territorid Region
(BTR).Hewasaccompanied by Assam state BJP president Ranjeet Kumar Dass. On
hisarrival, the minister was accorded agrand welcome by the locdl residents.L ater,
he addressed another public gathering inthe Fakiragram arealn hisspeech, minister
Sarmasad, “Whenwewill formthe BTC government, thewelfare of the peoplewill
be our top priority.”*BJP's door is open for leaders who wish to switch from the
BPF’, Ranjit Kumar Dass, president of the Assam state BJP said today. He dso
informed that the BPF MLA Emmanud Mosahary shal bejoining the BJP on 20th
November next. Emmanue Mosahary will be the second prominent BPF leader to
jointheBJPthismonth. Dass commentscameaday after RgjyaSabhaMPand BPF
stawart Biswgjit Daimary announced his plans to join the saffron arty. Dass is
campinginKokrajhar for threedaysto campaignfor party candidatesfromWednes-
day onwards.He stated that severd leaders and members from the BPF party are
coming forward tojointhe BJP party inthelead uptothecrucia polls.* BJPshdl be
contesting the BTC dectionsa one. Wearegoing forward with our own strategiesin
participating in the council eections’, Dass said.On Thursday, Dass attended a
specid executive meeting of the Kokrg har unit of the BJP held at Gossaigaon. The
party discussed the strategy for building up its party affairs ahead of the ensuing
BTC dectionswith their own party candidates.Dasstoday urged party leedersand
workers to devote themselves wholeheartedly for scripting wins for party candi-
dates across the Council. Dass informed that the saffron party is “fully prepared”
and necessary strategies have beeninitiated in support of party candidatesHe said
that the BJP party is contesting in 26 seets and extending support to an independent
candidate— from Srirampur in Kokrgjhar district. Dasstoday said he believesthe
BJPwill forman“absolutemgority.”

Assam stopping villagers along

to the people of the State. "For two years, this programme has been suspended
dueto non-release of funds. They (border residents) fedl orphaned and exploited,”
the Congress legidator said. The Border Areas Development Minister informed
theHousethat sincetheinception of the State, an amount of Rs39, 58, 80, 000 had
been sanctioned for various schemes through this department.Stating that pro-
viding development in the border areasis a multi - pronged approach, Rymbui
said, "But more funds have been sanctioned through other line departments.”" The
minister informed that the amount sanctioned for the development of Inter-State
Border villagesunder Inter State Border Area Devel opment Programmeduring the
year 2018-19wasRs. 1001akh. Thedigtrict-wisealocationfor theyear 2018019 was
- Ri-Bhoi -Rs38.58001akh, SouthWest Garo Hills- Rs. 2.840018kh, West Garo Hills
- Rs9.84001akh, West JaintiaHills-Rs. 8.16001akh, East JaintiaHills- Rs. 11.0700
lakh, West Khas Hills- Rs. 6.17001akh, North Garo Hills- Rs. 11.3400.Rymbui dso
informed that thetotal number of villagesin Ri-Bhoi digtrict enlisted under ISBADP
is 117 and in Nongpoh constituency there are 13 such villages.

Gauhati HC tells govts to ensure

a boundary dispute, "the road and railway blockade has been done with the full
knowledge of theAssam government”.It dso dleged that no attempt wasbeing made
by the Assam government to ensure movement of people and essentid suppliesinto
Mizoram.But thedivision bench of JugticeMichael Zothankhumaand JusticeNelson
Sailo decided that since the Assam government did not have a standing counsd in
Mizoram, thecourt'sregigiry refer thecasetotheregigtrar generd, sothat themeatte, if
the chief justice saw fit, may betaken up by the principd seet.Hearingthe PIL Thurs-
day, the Gauhati High Court initsorder said, "\We hope and expect that the Govern-
ment of Assam, Government of Mizoram and the Union of Indiawould take dl the
necessary steps required for smooth movement of traffic and essentid items on the
Nationa Highway No 306 aswell asthe Inter-State Highway connecting Karimgan
Didrict, Asssmwith Mamit Digrrict, Mizorama Medili, whereaccordingtothepetitioner,
the disturbances and obstructions had been taking place in the past."The court dso
asked the ralway authorities, dong with the state and centrd governments, to take
necessary stepsfor ensuring smooth movement of trainsfromAssam's Sl char to Bairabi
in Mizoram." Beforewe pass gppropriate comprehensve order in thisregard, wewould
likedl thegtakeholdersto submit their affidavits moreparticularly, the Sateof Assamas
well astheUnion of Indiasothat noinconvenienceiscausedtothepublicin ether of the
Sates egpecidly inthelight of the forthcoming festive seasons the high court further
obsarved. Thematter waslisted for hearing on 4 December.

BTC does not belong to

CollegebeforetheAssembly eectionsinAssam. “Beforetheeectionsareheld, |
mysdlf will comeandinaugurateaScience Collegein Fekiragram.” “ For 15 years—
ever sincethesigning of the BTC treaty — the peopl e of the region kept Hagrama
Mohilary in power. Asmuch asRs. 1,000 crorewassanctionedtotheBTCfromthe
power corridors of New Dehi. Although PM Modi has promised houses for the
poor, nobody has gotten housesin the region without bribing theV CDC. Eventhe
old peopl€e’'s pensions have not been handed out,” Biswa Sarma.Lambasting the
former BTC administration for lack of transparency, Sarmasaid that even though
thegovernmentsin Delhi and Dispur properly explainwherethebudgetary aloca
tionswill be spent, thereisno such arrangement inthe BTC.Sarmaalso pointed to
allegations that the buying and sdlling of land is not alowed in the BTC. “How-
ever, if the BJPcomesto power, wewill ensurethat amechanismisimplemented
that allows the buying and selling of poverty.” Himanta Bisva Sarma, the BJP's
point man in the Northeast Indian region, hasjoined the saffron party’s campaign
intheBodoland Territorial Council (BTC) ahead of theimpending polls.

Sainik School To Open
DoorsFor Girls

Guwahati, Nov 13: Sainik School, Godparawill enrall girl sudentsfor thefirgt time
from the 2021-22 academic sessions. Girlswill be enrolled from the sixth standard,
said adefence statement. The statement said that thiswill providetaented girlsfrom
the state a golden opportunity to prepare themsalvesto serve the nation by joining
the country’s defence services The school authorities will arrange for the neces-
sary infrastructure, education andtraining facilitiesin the school campusto promote
the dl-round development of the girls of the region,” the statement said.Since its
inception in 1964, 300 students from the Sainik School have joined the defence
forcesasofficers. A good number of itsadumni havead sojoined different administra-
tive services.Interested students can access the details regarding the admission
process by logging into the web site : https//aissee.ntanic.in. The last date for
submission of thegpplication formsisNovember 19.

ASDC opposed the introduction of
Panchayati Raj in Karbi Anglong
and Dima Hasao Districts

DIPHU, November 13: TheAutonomous State Demand Committee (ASDC)
has strongly opposed the introduction of Panchayati Raj in Karbi Anglong
and Dima Hasao Districts as it is against the spirit of the sixth schedule and
would further weaken the sixth schedule. The party had opposed in the pass
also and would be opposing now also. Theintroduction of Panchayati Raj isa
direct attack on the sixth schedule autonomous council as Panchayati Raj is
mean for administrative development in the fifth schedule areas. If at all the
government wanted to bring democratic developmental machinery down to
the grassroots then it can do so by constituting village councils under item
number a of sub-paragraph 4 of paragraph 4 of the sixth schedule to the con-
stitution of India. It isconstitutionally and legally wrong to equate sixth sched-
ule areas with other general area. Under the present circumstance the attempt
of the BJP government in introducing Panchayati Raj isnothing but an attempt
to take away power of the councils conferred earlier through constitutional
amendment gained through the sweat and toil of the down trodden people of
Karbi Anglong and DimaHasao. Meanwhile, the Autonomous State Demand
Committee (ASDC) has also demanded the immediate deployment of central
security forces to stop illegal encroachment by Nagaland on the border with
Karbi Anglong bordering Dimapur townin Doldoli Reserve Forest. If thegov-
ernment can deploy central security forcesin theborder problem with Mizoram
the government must also deployed central forcesin the context of the inter-
state boundary with Nagaland. If the government thinksthat Karbi Anglongis
still in Assam, it is also the constitutional duty of the state government to
protect the Karbi Anglong Land from encroachment by Nagaland govern-
ment, as stated by Sunil Tokbi, Member Publicity Cell, ASDC.

Ban on saleand use of fire
crackersat Biswanath

A Correspondent : Biswanath Chariali, Nov 13: The Biswanath district Mag-
istrate cum deputy commissioner Pranab Kumar Sharmabansthe useand sale
of firecrackersat Biswanath district with effect from November 13 as per order
no U/S 144 Cr. PC dated November 13. The order cameinto effect as per direc-
tivesreceived from the National Green Tribunal application No. 249/2020 dated
November 9. Further bursting of firecrackersrel eases copious amounts of harm-
ful chemicals, which have severeimpact on the respiratory health of vulnerable
groups and such pollution can further aggravate health conditionsof COVID 19
positive persons staying in homeisolation. Further various types of high sound
producing fire-crackers will increase noise pollution in the district. That'swhy
the district administration has taken steps to ban on sale and use of any sort of
fire crackersin the district. Violating of which will lead to legal action as per
provision of sections 51 of Disaster Management Act, 2005 and 188 | PC.

CID To Probe Death Of
Journalist Parag Bhuyan

% ». ‘%\_ Guwahati, Nov 13: Assam chief minister
N ,A, “%°5\ Sarbananda Sonowal on Thursday
e v, evening ordered a CID probe into the
death of Pratidin Time's journalist Parag
Bhuyan.Bhuyan, a senior reporter from
Kakopathar, was hit by a vehicle on
Wednesday night nearby to hishome and
succumbed to hisinjuries at ahospital in
1 Dibrugarh.It was suspected that he was
% ~& = attacked by miscreants as he had brought
many corruptlons of political Ieaders tolight.Parag Bhuyan wasAssam Jatiya
Parishad's Coordinator Jagadish Bhuyan's younger brother. Jagadish Bhuyan
also served as MLA from Sadiya L egislative Assembly, Tinsukia district for
two terms and also served as Minister of Tourism during the Prafulla Kumar
Mahanta-led government in 1998-2001.Earlier today, the Tinsukiapolice seized
the vehicle bearing registration number AS 23BC7881 and apprehended the
driver James Murah and Handyman/hel per BabaBordoloi. Thevehicleisowned
by one A pe Ette of Samuguri village under Namsai PS.

SECY. RD& PR takes Sock of schemes
Implemented under MGNREGA,PMKSY,
CMAGY and PMAYG

Aalo, Nov 13 : The Secretary
Rural Development and g
Panchayati Ral Shri Amarnath |
Talwade accompanied by Shri
Kompu Dolo, Joint Director RD
made whirlwind visits to West
Siangtotakestock of dl schemes *
implemented under MGNREGA, |
PMKSY,CMAGY andPMAYG §
inWest Siang District on 12th and 13th Nov. The Secretary and histeam accom-
panied by Shri Jiken Bomjen, PD DRDA and BDOsvisited Kugi, Takpu Bagra,
Angu and Biru villageswhereall people-oriented schemeshave been carried out
by the department of Rural Devel opment through respective BDOs. Interacting
with the Beneficiaries and implementing agencies, Shri Talwade said that the
schemes under DRDA are meant for the needy people and every drop of benefit
must go to them. Awareness on the programme and benefits must percolate
down to the needy people so that it gives minimum sustenanceto therural folks.
The Secretary aso interacted with beneficiaries, GBsand Ex. Pancyayat |eaders
onjob cardsand implementation of al schemesin their villagesand exhorted the
executing agencies to work in amore committed and cohesive way to fulfill th
mission of the govt. Edlier, on hisarrival at Aalo, West Siang Deputy Commis-
sioner cum Chairman, DRDA Shri Moki Loyi also briefed on various schemes
being taken up under DRDA West Siang.

Hailakandi administration puts certain
restrictions during Kali Puja, Diwali
festivals amid COVID-19

Hailakandi, Nov.13: TheHailakandi district administration hasput inforcecertain
restrictionsduring Kdi Pujaand Diwdli festivalson Saturday and Sunday inview of
the COVID-19 pandemic situation. In an order issued to thiseffect hereon Thursday,
Deputy Commissioner cum Chairman, DDMA, Megh Nidhi Dahd stated that only
20 personswould be alowed at atimeinside puja premises maintaining socid dis-
tancing, wearing mask and other COVID-19 protocols. Theorder stated that thepuja
committees would observe only religious rituas with no extravagant decorations
and lighting of pandals. It asked al the committee membersand volunteers, includ-
ing priests to undergo swab test for COVID-19. It dso prohibited mela, cultura
events, competitions, procession and temporary stalsinthevicinity of pujapandds.
The order asked the puja committees to arrange for proper sanitisation of the pre-
mises and therma screening of the devotees at the entrance of the puja pandal. It
a so sated that not morethan five persons per committeewould bedlowedto carry
theidol to the immersion ghat. The order prohibits the bursting of high sounding
crackers in public places and imposes restriction on sale and purchase of such
fireworks. Moreover, use of loudspeakers beyond the permitted decibd leve is
srictly prohibited. The order warned that anyone found violating the instructions
would be dedlt with severely under the rlevant sections of Disaster Management
Act, 2005 and Indian Pend Code. Theorder comesintoforcewithimmediateeffect.

.

|JA launched protest againg the
murder of Parag Bhuyan

Bar peta, 13Novem-
ber: Today, the
Barpeta District
Committee of theln-
dian JournalistsAs-
sociation (1JA) has
launched a protest
against the murder
of Parag Bhuiyan, a
prominent, honest
and fearlessjournalist inthe Ti nsukladlstnct demanding exempl ary punish-
ment. The program, co-sponsored by the people of Barpeta's Kayakuchi who
strongly condemnsthekilling of Parag Bhuiyan. The committee also extends
its condolences to the bereaved family. Abdul Jalil, president of the district
committeeof IJA , hassaid that aviciouscircleistryingto curtail the freedom
of speech of journalists by killing a fearless and outspoken journalist like
journalist Parag Bhuyan . He said the Indian Journalists Assaciation would
launch anationwide agitation if thekiller of the Parag Bhuiyanisnot identified
and punished. Manjit Das, general secretary of the district Committee, de-
mandstoidentify thekiller of Parag Bhuiyan and demands exemplary punish-
ment. Hecalled on the government to enact legislation to ensure the saf ety
of journalists. Azizul Haque, Acting president of the district committee,
said it is the government's responsibility to ensure that there was no va-
cancy in the name of the CID investigation into the incident. Journalist
and Acting President Azizul Haque hastermed thekiller of journalist Parag
Bhuiyan asthekiller of democracy. He also demanded at least Rs 3 million
in compensation from the Assam government for Parag Bhuvan's family
members. Rahul Amin, an adviser to the district committee and ajournal-
ist, opined that the killing of journalist Parag Bhuiyan was an indication of
the killing of democracy. Prof. Abdus Chhattar Chowdhury, who was
present at the meeting, wished for a proper investigation into the murder
of Parag Bhoona. Pradeep Das, vice-president of the association, said
that if the killer of Parag Bhuiyan was not identified and punished, the
enemy would be encouraged as an enemy of democracy. The meeting was
attended by members of the Barpeta District Committee, journalists from
other parts of the district, as well as some prominent people from the
Kayakuchi area, who strongly condemned the incident.

BAPyuvaMarcha,Darrang
distributed earthen lamp

SPAJHAR, o

Nov 13 : & &
the objec- g" , B
tivetokeep
balance of
environ-
ment and
control the
pollution
during ™ .

Diwali festival theyuva Marcha,Darrang of BharatlyaJanata Party (BJP) has
undertake a massive programme. Under the programme the activists of the
yuva Marcha has distributed earthen lamp among the people covering the 8
Manda committeeareasof thedistrict. TheMandd areasareBechimari, Siamari,
Kharupatia town, East Mangaldai, West Mangaldai, Mangaldai town,
Patharighat and Sipajhar. Participating in the programme Dibya jyoti Sarma,
President, Darrang district committee of YuvaMarcha, Bharatiya Janata Party
and Ripunjoy Saikia, Convenor of University, college relations cell of state
committee of Yuva Marcha, Bharatiya Janata Party while expressed Diwali's
best wishes to the people of the state called upon the people to celebrate the
fegtival in the true sense by spreading the motto of victory of lights over dark-
ness and hoped that the light of hope always lead the people of the state
forward to abright tomorrow.

Emphags given on safety
measures by NFR Led to zero accident
during lagt two years

- v

Guwahati, No-
vember 13: In &
view of theim- B&
portance being §
givenfor ensur-
ing safety of
train movement, £
there has been
Nno consequen- §
tial train acci- *
dent during the |
year 2020-21. |
can be men-
tioned here that =%
last year was !
also an acciden
free year fo
NFR. This has
been possible
due to overall :
emphasis given B
to maintain the [ Sse=
health of all je
train operations
related infra-
structure in
good condition Sy
and regular monitoring the aamethroughout thej ur|sd|ct|0n of NFR Track is
the most important aspect for safe movement of trains. As aresult of train
movement, wear and tear of track isbound to occur and renewal/ replacement
of track components are indispensable. During the current year (upto Octo-
ber, 2020) 73.68 CTR unitsof Track renewal i.e. changing of railsand sleepers
have been done against 64.85 CTR units done upto October, 2019. That isan
increase of 13.62%. To detect un-seen fracture of railway track which might
lead to accident "Ultrasound" testing is done by machine. Thisis known as
USFD testing of track. USFD testing of 1,762.31 Km has been done during the
month of October 2020 against 1368.54 Km done during October 2019. That is
an increase of about 28.77%. Deep Screening i.e. cleaning of ballast that lies
beneath the railway track was done for 46 turnouts during the month of Octo-
ber 2020 against 12 turnouts done during October 2019. 10 nos. bridges have
been rehabilitated during the month of October 2020 making a cumulative
progress of 48 no during the current year. Packing of ballast beneath 354 Points
and Crossings have been done by UNIMAT machines during the month of
October 2020 making a cumulative progress of 3012 points upto the month
against proportionate target of 1867 points during this year. N.F. Railway has
also completed 2,746 nos. of Flash Butt welding of rail joints during the month of
October 2020 making acumulative progress of 13053 nos. of Flash Butt welds
upto the month to make the rail joints in track more secure. The increased
emphasis given on safety measures as evident from above has also led to
increased speed of trainsincluding goods carrying trains within NFR.
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Maguireand Sanchoset ~ Marshall save ends Scotland's long wait

England up for friendly win
over Republicof Ireland

L ondon, November 13: It wasanight when England's supe-
riority was so pronounced it felt alittle strangeto think they
had not beaten the Republic of Ireland for 35 years. Therun
was sparked by the Ray Houghton-inspired defeat at Euro
88, with six draws after that, many of them turgid, but here
there was only expression as Gareth Southgate enjoyed
doing what he is paid to do - win football matches.The
manager has more closely resembled a politician for much
of the season and he could reference a"turbulent week" for
the Football Association beforekick-off, one scarred by the
demise of the organisation's now former chairman, Greg
Clarke.There was plenty for Southgate to savour on the
fieldinthisfriendly, principally 61 minutesof driving excel-
lencefrom Jack Grealish, who further fired the clamour for
hisinclusionin competitive matches. Surely, Southgate can-
not overlook him for Sunday's Nations L eague showdown
withBelgiumin Brussels?Therewasafine performancefrom
Bukayo Sakaat | eft wing-back, heavy on paceandincision,
and morale-boosting goals for Harry Maguire and Jadon
Sancho, which gave England afirst-half platform. Maguire's
travailsthis season have been well-documented but Sancho
has also struggled at Borussia Dortmund. This was better
from him, although Ireland would prove to be powder-puff
opponents. Like Grealish, Sancho embraced thefreedom to
wander away from hisflank to create danger." Thetwo play-
ersinthoseroles-Jadon and Jack - they've got the freedom
to go either side of the pitch and try and create overloads,"
Southgate said. "I thought at times both of them did that
really well. Assoon asthey areturned and running at people
they areareal problem for the opponent.” Stephen Kenny's
searchfor an Ireland win goeson. It isnow six gameswith-
out one for the manager and, even worse, his team - who
weremissing key players- have scored only onegoal. They
rarely looked like breaching England and, despite looking
comfortable on the ball for thefirst 15 minutes, the perfor-
mance lacked quality and fight.England coasted through
the second half, with Dominic Calvert-Lewin scoring the
third from the penalty spot, and Southgate was even ableto
get Jude Bellingham on in the 73rd minutefor hisfirst cap.
The 17-year-old Dortmund midfiel der became England'sthird
youngest international behind Theo Walcott and Wayne
Rooney.Maguire wore the captain's armband, with Harry
Kane an unused substitute, and he put England in charge
on 18 minutes with a header that showcased his power and
determination. Mason Mount's corner was cleared but only
to the industrious Harry Winks on the edge of the areaand
when he sent acrossback in over thetopit invited Maguire
to rush in on Shane Duffy's blindside. The header was not
completely clean but it had enough on it to beat Darren
Randol ph into the bottom corner.lreland had worked afew
decent crossing positions and Reece James needed to react
smartly to snuff out one from Daryl Horgan that was in-
tended for Callum O'Dowda. But once behind, they wilted.
Tyrone Mingsand Sakahad gone closeintheearly running
and England grew after Maguire's goal. So much went
through Grealish, who demanded the ball at every turn and
looked supremely at ease on it. Although he started on the
left, he found spaces across the final third, frightening de-
fenderswhen heran at them, always scanning for thekiller
pass.Grealish wasinvolved in the second goal, drawing the
Ireland defence after accepting a pass from Winks before
popping it on to Sancho. With Jeff Hendrick nowhere near
tight enough, Sancho curled low into the far corner. From
an Ireland point of view, it was too easy.England |ooked
dangerouswith every forward thrust. At 1-0, James crossed
towards Calvert-L ewin after aGrealish passonly for Duffy
to leap into a block while from the corner, whipped in by
Mount, Maguire again beat Duffy to send aheader towards
the roof of the net. Randolph tipped over.Sancho might
have got another goal on 38 minutes only for Christie to
block while Grealish sliced into the | eft-side of the penalty
area, threatening the shot but then pulling back for Mount.

Southgate looks forward
to Euro 2020 clash with
Scotland after friendly win

London, November 13:
Gareth Southgate says he is
looking forwardtoa" super oc-
cason” after Scotland qudified
for Euro 2020 to set up agroup
dage showdown between the
countriesat next summer'stournament.”Firdly, I'dliketo congratu-
late Steve Clarke, he'sasuper guy and I'm redlly pleased for him,"
said the England manager after hearing of Scotland's play-off vic-
tory in Serbia" For Scotland it'sbeenalong time. They'vegot some
very good young players coming through and are ateam thet are
improving redly quickly. Let'shopewevegoat full crowdsback in
thegtadium. That will giveeverybody somethingtolook forwardto
inwhatisadifficult timefor everyone." Southgategot areminder of
those difficulties just before Thursday's 3-0 friendly win over the
Republicof Irdand, asdefender Conor Coady wasforcedtopull out
of the England squiad after being natified that someonewithwhom
he cameinto contact had tested positive for Covid-19."Coady has
been forced to sdf-isolate having discovered he had inadvertently
come into contact with somebody prior to camp who has tested
positivefor Covid-19 viaan NHS Test and Trace dert,” explained
the FA. "The Wolves defender had returned two negaive testsas
part of the FA and Uefasprotocal but, inlinewith UK government
guiddines, hasto adhereto aperiod of sdf-isolaion.""Heishit-
terly disgppointed,” said Southgate, who must aso plan without
Marcus Rashford for the next two matches after the player re-
turned to Manchester United after failing to shake off aninjury
sufferedin hislast club game.

The passwasawry - arare
error. Mings fired wide as
thefirst half drew toaclose
and, at that point, Ireland
looked in for a
hammering.Southgate in-
troduced Dean Henderson
for his England debut at
half-timeand Nick Pope, on
the occasion of his fourth
cap, could depart having
still not been beaten at this
level. The reality was that
he had preciouslittleto do.
Henderson was only mar-
ginally busier, having to
make regulation saves to
deny Alan Browne and the
substitute Ronan
Curtis. Therewas afluidity
about England's movement
and interplay, a pleasing
control and it was
epitomised by Grealish,
with James and Saka also
prominent. The 3-4-3 sys-
tem allows the wing-backs
to get forward and, with this
particular pair, covers up
their lack of high-level de-
fensive nous.Saka had
dragged off-target after a
Grealish burst and Mings's
lovely flick and the Arse-
nal player wastoo quick for
Christie when he won the
penalty. Calvert-Lewin
showed off his confidence
by picking out the top cor-
ner. Southgate sent on
Tammy Abraham for
Calvert-Lewin and he al-
most bundled homeafter an
explosive burst by Sancho
and a shot from Michael
Keane. Southgate could be
happy with three.

as they pip Serbiato Euro 2020 finals

L ondon, November 13: They didit
the hard way but Scotland held
their nerve in a penalty shootout
to reach their first major men's fi-
nals since the 1998 World Cup in
France.David Marshall, the Derby
goalkeeper, proved the hero, sav-
ing Alexsandar Mitrovic's penalty
to send Steve Clarke's side to next
summer's delayed Euro 2020
final s.Scotland had dominated nor-
mal time, leading through Ryan
Christie'sbrilliant goal before con-
ceding a 90th minute equaliser,
when Serbia's £50m Real Madrid
striker LukaJovic, headed alevel -
ler hisside barely deserved.Astor-
rential rain cascaded down on
Belgrade, Scotland looked in-
stantly at home, initially dominat-
ing possession to such an extent
that Serbiahad reasonfor relief their
50,000 capacity stadium wasvirtu-
ally empty.Reactiverather thanre-
motely proactive, the hosts|ooked
sluggish and strangely off the pace.
Yet although their cause was not
helped by the stray arm thrust into
the face of John McGinn which
earned NikolaMilenkovic abook-
ing and ensured theleft sided com-
ponent of Serbia's back three
needed to watch his step,
Aleksandar Mitrovic looked ca-
pable of ruffling the visiting
assurance.The Fulham centre-
forward's aerial prowess was al-
ready causing problems when
Mitrovic held the ball up superbly
before cueing up Sasa Lukic for a
low drive which flew fractionally
wide of David Marshall'sleft hand
post.It swiftly became apparent
that MotherwelI'sDeclan Gallagher,
deployed at the heart of Clarke's
own back three, was destined to
prove a key figure in one of the
night'sprincipal sub-plots, namely
hisduel with Mitrovic. Clarke can-

not have been overly delighted
when, with haf timebeckoning and
Gallagher standing impressively
firm, the defender collected the
softest of bookings.Another po-
tentially match defining spherewas
the left side of Serbia's defence
where Filip Kostic appeared so
dedicated to marauding forward on
the counterattack that Lyndon

Dykes and Christie were offéred 7

plenty of highly inviting space to
explore.Clarke's only disappoint-
ment was that, much as they and
McGinn succeeded in fazing their
markers, they had limited success
in properly exploiting the resultant
defensive gaps. Indeed Predrag
Rajkovic wasrarely over-exerted,
the home goal keeper saving com-
fortably when Christie directed a
potentially dangerousfree-kick far
to close to him and, then again,
when McGinn aimed ashot straight
at his throat. How Scotland could
have done with the injured
Newcastle United winger, Ryan
Fraser, inthat front three.M ore posi-
tively, they were at least keeping
Serbia's habitual danger man,
Serggl Milinkovic-Savic, uncom-
monly quiet. The Lazio creator
struggled to sprinkle his custom-

ary stardust on proceedings as he
drifted, frequently fairly aimlesdly,
between thelines.Clarke must have
been reassured that, flanking
Gallagher, Manchester United's
Scott McTominay and Arsenal's
Kieran Tierney, afforded his side
considerable defensive stability as
the stutter in Serbia's creative step
perhaps explained why they had

won only one of their last six home
games.This impression was rein-
forced early in the second half as
Dykes - revelling in bullying his
supposed minders - held the ball
up adroitly for Liverpool's Andy
Robertson to advance from left
wing-back and miss the best
chance of the evening. Robertson
looked set to score but, somehow,
miscued horribly, sending the ball
ballooning over the bar.No matter;
Christie swiftly put thingsright for
Clarke courtesy of awonderful fin-
ish. His goal began with Callum
McGregor seizing on a Serbian
concession of possession and feed-
ing Christie All that remained was
for the Celtic forward to swivel su-
perbly and feint to complete aone
two but instead shoot through a
heavily congested penalty area.
With teammates selflesdly distract-

ing defenders, the ball flew
goalwards, brushing the inside of
a post on its journey across the
line.Now Serbianeeded toraisethe
home tone - not to mention their
strangely under-powered
tempo.Yet try as they might,
Clarke's players kept on throwing
obstacles in their way. Granted
Milinkovic-Savic unleashed a
header which flew far too close to
thetarget for comfort but Gallagher
contributed animportant, possibly
goal preventing, block on Mitrovic
as the striker shaped to shoot.In
between such scares - and Serbia
did start to win afew corners - a
tiring Scotland even threatened to
extend their lead. McTominay
headed inches wide following a
corner, McGregor went closefrom
25 yards and the industrious, and
influential, McGinn created a de-
cent opening Christie could not
quite makethemost of. When Jovic
proved similarly unable to polish
off Mladenovic's clever late home
crossit felt asif Scotland were set
fair toend 23 yearsof hurt.But Jovic
was hot quite done and in the 90th
minute the substitute connected
with another fineddivery fromthe
same creator and, thistime, dodged
McTominay before dispatched a
classic downward header which
evaded Marshall's grasp and con-
demned Scotland fansto the agony
of extratime.Suddenly Clarke'splay-
erswereaarmingly leggy and seri-
ously up against it. Mitrovic saw a
shot deflected wide and only asub-
lime save on Marshal's part pre-
vented NemanjaGudelj from shoot-
ing Serbia ahead. The Derby goal-
keeper performed acrobatic won-
dersto tip that high velocity effort
round a post but it turned out he
wassimply warming up for themain
event - saving Mitrovic's penalty.

Paul Casey and Tiger Woods
among old guard leading the
way at the Masters

London, November 13: Father Time
was perhaps riled by the domination
of pre-Masters discussion with sug-
gestions of what athleticism and
equipment - or, to be precise, Bryson
DeChambeau - may do to Augusta
National. Sixteen years have passed
since Paul Casey tied sixth on his
Masters debut. Tiger Woods first
competed at Augusta National two
and a half decades ago. As
DeChambeau battled swing demons-
not entirely unsuccessfully it must be
said - Casey strode to the top of the
leaderboard, with Woods in close
pursuit.Casey's65included five bird-
iesand an eagle. It represented a 16-
stroke improvement from the first
Masters round of 2019. In truth, the
latter performance is an anomaly in
context of his strong Augusta record.
A more pertinent reference point ap-
pears the Englishman's second place
inthissummer'sUSPGA Champion-
ship; but Georgia was always on his
mind."This is something I've looked
forward to," Casey explained. "l was
vocal earlier intheyear about not en-
joying golf inapandemic. I'm acutely
awarethat I'minavery fortunate posi-
tion. | still get to be a professional
golfer and play championship golf, but
| didn't know how thefan-lessexperi-
encewould be. Sofar, I'venot enjoyed
itand | felt thelack of energy. I'vehad
nothing or very little to draw from,
being out playing tournament
golf."The Masters, though ... this
week, it gill hasabuzztoit. There'san
energy and alittle bit of avibe. Yes,
it'sclearly alot lessthan what we are
used to but there's something about
thisplace. | felt excitedtobe here. I've
never been so happy to pass a Covid
test, just to get in."With the history of

this championship, this tournament.
So many people like myself are just
excited to play this. Thisisatreat. It
always hasbeen and dwayswill bea
real treat." At 43, Casey isseeking the
maiden major win that would haul his
career into fresh territory. At 44,
Woodsisnow in hot pursuit of asixth
Green Jacket. The defending
champion's chances heading into this
event were seen as remote; how
Woods silenced the naysayers with a
wonderfully composed 68. Incredibly,
this marked just his second sub-70
opening Masters round.By Woods's
own calm assessment: "I did every-
thing well." There was, though, time
to reflect on the value of Augusta ex-
perience. "'l think that understanding
how to play thisgolf courseissoim-
portant,” he added. "I've been lucky
enough to have so many practice
rounds throughout my career with so
many past champions, and | wasable
to win this event early in my career
and build myself up for the under-
standing that I'm going to come here
each and every year." So understand-
ing of how to play itisabig factor and
it'soneof thereasonswhy early inmy
career that | saw Jack [Nicklaus] con-
tending alot, | saw Raymond [Floyd)]
contending late in his career, now
Bernhard Langer and Freddie Couples
always contend here late in their ca-
reers. Just understanding how to play
this golf course is a big part of
it."DeChambeau'sfirst four holesin-
cluded two provisiona balls, pine
straw, Rag's Creek, a bush, a penalty
drop and a fluffed chip. He was two
over par taking to the 14th, hisfifth,
tee. The ghosts of MacKenzie and
Joneslookedto bein play. To hiscredit
- and in emphasising hisleve of tal-

ent - the Californianrallied to the point
wherehesignedfor a70. "l amfortu-
nate to be two under par," he admit-
ted. He spent most of theday fighting
ahook whichwill needto bediminated
if he is to contend for the Green
Jacket.Casey's lead is two, from
Xander Schauffele and Webb
Simpson. Justin Thomas, who has
played only 10 holes, isaso five un-
der. Lee Westwood, Hideki
Matsuyama, Louis Oosthuizen and
Patrick Reed matched Woods's 68.A
three-hour delay, caused by aforecast
thunderstorm that duly hit Augusta
inthe morning, meant a host of play-
ersmust return to complete their first
rounds. Rory Mcllroy islevel a the
turn with Dustin Johnson, one of the
Northern Irishman's playing partners,
onthreeunder. Thomashirdied hisfirst
three holes in serving notice that he
was rightly among the Masters
favourites; he collected a shot at the
hazardous 10thimmediately beforethe
horn blew.Jack Nicklaus and Gary
Player had undertaken ceremonial
starting duties shortly before the de-
lay. Nicklaus created something of a
storm beforethe US presidential elec-
tion when offering strong support for
Donad Trump. Naturally, the 18-times
major winner wasasked if henow had
any follow-up comments. Naturally
his reply was curt. "I think I've said
enough about that. | don't think this
istheplacefor politics."Nicklausdid,
though, share an endearing tale relat-
ing to his time in the Crow's Nest,
Augusta's standard lodgingsfor ama-
teur players, during the 1959 Masters.
"Wehad Phil Rodgers, Deane Beman,
Ward Wettlaufer, Tommy Aaron and
myself," Nicklaus recalled. "We all
stayed there. That's not a very big
place, if you happen to go look at it,
for five guys. One bathroom, one
shower. But we all stayed there, and
of course Phil and | werethe big eat-
ersat the time." The amateurs had to
be charged for their food, so they
charged us a dollar for breakfast, a
dollar for lunch and two dollars for
dinner. Phil and |, generally speak-
ing, would have two steaks at night.
They cameto usafter acouplenights
and they said: 'Gentlemen, you're
abusing the thing with eating two
steaks, we're going to haveto charge
you $2 apiece.’ | said: 'That'll bequite
all right." Simpler times.

Gio Reyna among Sx
debutants as youthful USA
held to draw by Wales

Paris, November 13: Gio Reynafollowed his father and
mother onto US national soccer teams, showing aninsight-
ful passing ability similar to hisdad's, and the Americans
tied Wales 0-0 in an exhibition at Swansea on Thursday
night.Reyna, who has gotten regular playing time at
Borussia Dortmund, debuted a day before his 18th birth-
day and his distribution keyed the US attack, much the
way former US captain Claudio Reynadid for many of his
112 appearancesfrom 1994 to 2006.Gio'smother, theformer
Danielle Egan, played six matchesfor theAmerican women
in 1993 and married Claudioin 1997.Reyna, who played 78
minutes, was among six players who made debuts, joined
in the starting lineup by Yunus Musah, a midfielder with
Valenciawho turns 18 on 19 November; and 19-year-old
midfielder Konrad delaFuente, whowaitshisfirst Barcelona
senior team appearance.Johnny Cardoso, a 19-year-old
midfielder with Brazil's Internacional, entered in the 71st;
Nicholas Gioacchini, a20-year-old forward with Caen, in
the 79th; and Owen Otasowie, a19-year-old midfielder with
Wolverhampton, in the 87th.Reynaand M usah becamejust
the 12th and 13th Americansto make an appearance before
turning 18. The US have used 88 players sincethe October
2017 defeat at Trinidad and Tobago that eliminated the
Americans from the 2018 World Cup, including 50
debuting.Reynaformed one of theAmericans most mobile
and dynamic midfields, combining with 21-year-old Tyler
Adams of Leipzig and 22-year-old Weston McKennie of
Juventus. The starting lineup included 20-year-old right
back Sergifio Dest, in his first season at Barcelona.Zack
Steffen, a25-year-old who isthe backup a Manchester City,
has succeeded Tim Howard as the top US goalkeeper and
combined with hisdefendersto play out of theback inaway
theAmericansrarely have.Although thiswasafriendly that
lacked intense physica contact, it was against a mid-level
team that has qualified for the European Championship.
Neither team had many chances. American Sebastian LIl etget
was saved on along-rangeright-footed shot by Danny Ward
inthe 51st minute.Steffen make aright leg savein the 63rd
on Daniel James, who had just entered and got by left back
Antonee Robinson streaking down a flank.The clubs the
players are with are asign of how much the player pool has
improved over the past three years. Starters averaged 22
years, 252 days (22.69), the fourth-youngest US lineup be-
hind gamesin 2018.There were no fans at Liberty Stadium
for theAmericans first match since 1 February and their first
in ayear on a Fifa international fixture date.The US play
Panamaon Monday at Wiener Neustadt, Austria. The Amei-
cansare preparing for aConcacaf Nations L eague semi-final
against Honduras in June and the likely start of World Cup
qudifying in September, agrind that likely will includethree
matches per international window.Walesisgetting ready for
aEuros delayed ayear by the coronavirus until next June.
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Why are young girlsunableto play football
In lockdown when boys of same age can?

L ondon, November 13:
There has rightly been
outrage and confusion
about the suspension of
girls' academies and re-
gional talent clubs during
the latest lockdown while
a the same time boys in
Premier Leagueand Foot-

ball League clubs' path-

in girls.How, then, have we
reached a point where that
message is being under-
mined |essthan amonth &f-
ter the Football Association
unveiled its new four-year
strategy for women's foot-
ball, which includes ensur-
ing that every primary-aged
girl has "equal access to

comments on Tuesday - the
now former FA chairmantell-
ing MPsthe lack of women
goalkeepers was because
girlsdo not like the ball be-
ing kicked at them - but of
course that is not the case.
So what has happened?lt
would be wrong to say that
women'sfootball in England

ways can continue to
train.There should never
be a situation where a
young femalefootballeris
being told she cannot play
while her male equivalent
can continue. It shatters
theillusion of equality and
could actively hinder the
"be whatever you want to
be" messagethat women's
football is trying to instil

football in schools and
clubs' and every girl has
"equal accessto participate
for fun, competition and
excellence' ?Hastherebeen
a sea change at the FA?
Does the governing body
no longer care about the as-
pirations of girls? You
would beforgivenfor form-
ing that impression follow-
ing Greg Clarke's terrible

isgtill embryonicbutitissafe
to say it is still developing
while, to continue the anal-
ogy, men'sfootball isan adult
intheprimeof life. Ultimately
the pandemic has exposed,
and is still exposing, what
lies beneath the shiny ve-
neer of the Women's Super
League.lnthe WSL, beinga
full-time professional since
the league launched under

that banner for the 2018-19
Season meant aminimum 16
contact hours per week for
players, rising to 20 hours
by 2020-21. Inthe semi-pro-
fessional Championship a
minimum of eight contact
hours per week, plus
matches, was required.
These numbers are aworld
away fromthegovernment's
information on working
hours that states that while
"there is no specific num-
ber of hours that makes
someonefull or part-time, a
full-timeworker will usualy
work 35 hours or more a
week".It would be fine if
those hours camewith sala-
ries that enabled playersto
comfortably liveoff footbal
and as part of longer-term
contracts to provide more
stability, but the overwhelm-
ing majority do not have
contracts of more than 12
months and live off very
modest salaries, often
supplemented by other
ventures.The arrival of
World Cupwinnersfromthe
USandinvestmentsfromthe
clubs at the very top of the
leaguehdpmaintaintheillu-
sion of ongoing progress,
butinfactitisextremely un-
even. For example, Chelsedls
PernilleHarder isbdlievedto
have an annual salary of
about £300,000, equivalent
tothe combined wagesof the
entire Bristol City squad.
Calingthe WSL afull-time
fully professional league is
notalie, butitisastretching

of the truth, and the media
areasguilty asthe FA in do-
ing so because by hyping it
you can help to grow it to
the point where it becomes
more real. You help attract
sponsors, you help attract
thebest players, you help at-
tract the biggest audiences.
The downside is that when
theboat isrocked - by anun-
precedented global pan-
demic, say - suddenly the
temporary half-truths are
fairly brutaly exposed.When
Covid-19 hdted professiond
football its return became
complicated, and the return
of women's professional
football was even more so.
Not because of the will to
bring it back but becausethe
baselevd of what profession-
alism means is a whole lot
lower and is interpreted by
clubs in different waysWe
are having the same conver-
sation now. No onewantsto
see academies closed, but
when the government an-
nounces alockdown and the
exemptions within days of
the shut-out beginning,
thereislittlewriggleroomfor
clubs to redress the inequi-
tiesintheir academy systems
and for the FA to redressthe
rules that allowed those in-
equalitiesto stand.Sofar, one
club has managed to an-
nounce an intent to reopen -
Brighton said on Wednes-
day that they believe their
girls Duel Career Academy
will be able to resume as it
operatesunder the samepro-

tocols as their boys acad-
emy. The Manchester
United manager, Casey
Stoney, meanwhile, ssidthe
club were discussing "how
and when we can
reopen”.Once again the
pandemic has exposed in-
equalities - such asthe use
of non-club pitches, poorer
facilities generaly, fewer
staff, lessaccessto medical
fecilities- that have, to some
extent, been hushed up be-
cause progress is being
made. Should that progress
happen faster? No doubt.
There is a lot of money
swilling around for clubs
to be able to provide mir-
roring pathways and con-
tracts for boys and girls,
pandemic or no pandemic.
Boyscan earn scholarship
wages until they are 16
and sign a professional
contract whilegirlsarecur-
rently unableto be be con-
tracted to aWSL club un-
til they are 18 and are con-
sidered grassroots players
until then.The money ex-
ists in the game for equal
access, facilities and con-
ditions, just as the money
is there to support the re-
turnand longevity of WSL
clubs, men's EFL clubs
and more. Now the pan-
demic hasthrust someim-
portant home truths into
the spotlight hopefully
thewill to makethe neces-
sary changes can begin to
match the increased de-
mand for better.

Wales need to avoid doldrumsasthey
chart coursethrough stormy waters

London, November 13 :
Warren Gatland's final
words as Wales's head
coach ayear ago after they
hed finished fourth in the
World Cup resonated long
into the Tokyo night. Re-
flecting on his 12 yearsin
charge, during which they
had risen from 10th in the
worldrankingstofirst fora
few weeksin 2019, he put
onarareshow of emation.
"We fed we have put re-
spect back into Wales as
an international team," he
said. "Because of what we
have done and what we
have achieved, it would
break my heart if Wales
went back into the dol-
drums. There'san opportu-
nity for the new group to
comein and build on what
wehavecreated andtoim-
proveonit. | just want them
to continue. "Wales have
played six Tests since
Gatland's departure and
lost five. The doldrumsis
the next stop for his

successor Wayne
Pivac, afellow New
Zealander whose coaching
philosophy is significantly
different. He places greater
emphasis on risk and conti-
nuity but he has found it
tricky to change the habits
of playerswho, with the ex-
ception of Alun Wyn Jones,
had not worked under an-
other Wales head coach and
wereinuredtotheway of the
previousregime.Pivac needs
aresult in Waless Autumn
Nations Cup opener against
Ireland in Dublin on Friday
night and his selection has
been conservative and de-
fensive, asif looking to har-
ness the qualities that made
Walesunder Gatland so hard
to subdue. The only change
from the side that lost to
Scotland in Llandlli a the
end of the Six Nationsisthe
return of the flanker Jugtin
Tipuric, who pulled out on
the morning of that match
withtongllitisPivac needsto
expose more players who

owe their place to him, but
defensive concerns about
Nick Tompkins have led to
thecentrésomissionfromthe
23and Ireland'sprecisekick-
ing game has kept out the
Gloucester wing LouisRees-
Zammit. Liam Williams,
Wales'shest attacking option
a full-back, is on the flank
and Leigh Halfpenny at

15.Under Gatland players
knew exactly what was ex-
pected of them and they had
the defence coach Shaun
Edwardsto answer toif they
left the field with an
unemptied tank. Itisnot dif-
ficult to imagine how he
would have reacted to the
passive performanceagaingt
Scotland.By sacking the de-

fence coach Byron Hayward
after that defeat, and keep-
ing faith with alosing team,
Pivac has pointed the blame
away from hisplayers. With
asmall playing pool heneeds
them, but how muchisleftin
some of them &fter, in some
cases, adecadeat thetop and
no little success? Isthe hun-
ger sill there? Like Pivac,

Andy Farrell is taking
charge of hisfirst autumn
campaign after succeeding
Joe Schmidt. He has been
morerelaxed in his selec-
tion after the defeat in
France ended their quest
for the Six Nationstitle.
Conor Murray and Keith
Earls have been left on
the bench as he gives
James Lowe and Jamison
Gibson-Park their first
starts on a night when
Johnny Sexton and
George North, if he gets
on, will maketheir 100th
Test gppearance. Farrdl is
trying tofreelreland from
their tactical straitjacket,
and like Pivac knows it
will taketime. Thelack of
acrowdwill helpWalesif
they generate the energy
Scotland plundered in
Llanelli, butif they areto
wininDublinfor thefirst
timesince 2015, it would
be less Pivac's success
than Gatland's, a problem
deferred.

Cricket Australiapick

un

London, November
13 : Cricket Australia
announced a 17-mem-
ber squad for upcom-
ing Test series against
India starting in De-
cember. The team will
takeon Indiaunder Tim
Paine's captaincy and
youngsters Will
Pucovski and Cameron
Green have also been
included to the side.
The other uncapped

Test playersinthe Tim
Paine-led side are fast
bowler Sean Abbott -
whose bouncer had ac-
cidentally hit Phil
Hughes during a
Sheffield Shield game
in 2014, leading to his
tragic death - leg-spin-
ner Mitchell Swepson
and all-rounder
Michael Neser. In re-
cent times, past Aus-
tralian greats have
called for Pucovski's
selection in the team
following hisfinerunin
domestic cricket - the
22-year-old struck suc-
cessive double centu-
ries in his two Shield
appearances. Hisinclu-
sion sets up acompeti-
tion with fellow opener
Joe Burns, who isfeel-
ing the heat after a di-
sastrous start to the
first-class summer. As
per the cricket board,
the selectors chose the
expanded squad in con-
sidering the bio secure
hubs that the team will
be based in and the
need to plan for re-
placing playersat short
notice if required.
Youngsters Cameron
Green and Will
Pucovski are included
inAustralia's 17-player
squad to take on India
in the Vodafone Test
Series! ?? Tim Paine
(capt), Sean Abbott,
Joe Burns, Pat
Cummins, Cameron
Green, Josh
Hazlewood, Travis
Head, Marnus

capped Pucovski, Green,
Abbott for Testsagaing India

Labuschagne, Nathan
Lyon, Michael Neser,
James Pattinson, Will
Pucovski, Steve Smith,
Mitchell Starc, Mitchell
Swepson, Matthew
Wade, David Warner
Talking about the se-
lection, CA's National
Selector Trevor Hohns
said in an official
statement, "What we
saw in the opening
rounds of the Marsh
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Sheffield Shield werea
number of players per-
forming exceptionally
well. It is such a posi-
tivesignfor Australian
cricket to have so
many good young play-
ers stepping into con-
tention for the Test and
Australia A selection.
"Huge praise should go
tothe South Australian
Cricket Association,
the coaches, players
and all thoseinvolvedin
delivering such a high
quality block of Shield
matchesin challenging
circumstances. The
SACA went above and
beyond to deliver great
quality wickets and
conditionsfor the play-
ers to thrive. "He also
informed that in line
with the white ball
squad, Pat Cummins
will be the sole vice-
captain of the Test
squad under Tim Paine.
The limited overs leg,
which will comprise
three ODIs and as
many T20lIs, will be
held prior to the Test
series, starting Novem-
ber 27.Selectors have
also chosen a19-player
Australia A squad to
play IndiaA and India
in tour matches at
Drummoyne Oval and
the Sydney Cricket
Ground which includes
nine players from the
Test squad and Austra-
lian captain Tim Paine.
Final sides and a cap-
tain will be chosen
closer to each match.
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CHIMMEYS WITH APPS | RLO. WATER PURIFIER | HOBS | GAS STOVE | OTHER KITCHEN APPLIANCES

Abhzyapuri-94350-22T84 | Agartala-98560-53668 | Baihata chariali-94 351425680864 140488 | Bangaigaon-7002 184811, 8435547654 8435121367 | Barpela road-24.350- 17865 99541 -41975 | Barpeta lown -24350-25127 | Bhawanipur-
T00Z206773 | Bandardewa-98649-84753 | Bijoynagar -09570-8830294010-01157/94353-40662 | Boko-94010-02588 | Chaygaon-9435014543 | Dadara -98546-96027 | Dhupdhara-26785-16189 | Dhamaji-29546-51322 | Dhubn-84350-25279 |
Diphu-84350-66701/84350-66643 | Dudnnoi84357-2150584351-20048 | Gealpara-T0023- 1 (904BATEZ-2 3058 | Golaghat-26132-30384 | Guwahati S4355-50057/3T065-94950 | Hao-94 3534024887 3-09227 | Hopai- 34357 - 2952 18402859256 | Jorhat -
84350-53934/08541-06776 | Khanupitia -96541-44223 | Kokrajar-97070-294 2 /99588-867 21/94 354-812 34 | Karimgunj-97061-32061 | Krishnai-86224-15337 | Lumding -94351-6332797066-14137 | Mangaldoi -94350-8728494351-
B54359T065-3017473904. 79163 | Mirza-98540-7 19839057 2-81858 | Morigacn -94350-64966/80111-1 7171 | North lakhimpur-88224-21077 | Magaon-97061-79408/94355- 18665 | Malbari -38644-1451598540-30209 | Pathsala-80110-06658 |
Dhekiajuli-98548-29934 | Dibrugarh-93546-11265 | Rangia -94351-05888/96782-26563 | Sdchar -97061-39061/70054-86129 | Silapathar-70028-84353 | Shillong-20869-66640 | Suwalkuchi -96643-54859 | Tinsukia-34350-35156/
84350-35511/94 250- 36463 | Tezpur-97060-73481 | Tihu-87068-53124 | Lidaiguri-37063-46452

Toll Free: 1800 103 4646

Printed and Published by Raj Kumar Das on behalf of Sankar Gohain, Printed at Pee Gee India Ltd, MIE, Kalapahar, Guwahati, Assam-781016 and Published at GMC Market, Chandmari, Guwahati-781003, Assam, Tel.: 0361-2669995 (Ph), 2669996 (Fax) +91 9435545852 (M),
& Email- assamrising@gmail.com (All disputes subject to jurisdiction of Guwahati Courts only) = Chief Editor- P. K. Dutta
(@)

The Assam Rising g

—cm k

cm



