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Northead'sfirst
Kisan Rall
Guwabhati, June 12 :
Tripura chief minister
Biplab Kumar Deb on
Friday flagged off the
first Kisan Rail train
from the Northeast from
Agartala railway sta-
tion. The train was car-
rying 8,990 kg of pine-
apple to Adarshanagar
of Delhi and 1,145 kg of
pineapple and jackfruits
to Guwahati.Indian Rail-
ways started running
"Kisan Rail" in the
country in August last
year to transport perish-
able goods and agri-
product, including milk,
meat and fish providing
awider market to farm-
ers and enabling them
toincreasetheir income.
"With the inauguration
of the Kisan Rail, the
transport cost for agri-
cultural products will
now come down to a
great extent. Earlier, the
transportation cost for
sending these products
by air was Rs 20 to 50
per kg. Now, it will come
down to Rs 2.25 per kg
for Delhi and 88 paise
for Guwahati," Deb said
after flagging off the

train.

Armsseized
Guwahati,Junel2: The
Lunglei Battalion of 23
Sector Assam Rifles has
recovered a huge
amount of arms and
ammunitionfrom
Kakichhua village in
Mizoram's Siahadistrict.
Assam Rifles and
Mizoram police person-
nel conducted an op-
eration at the Kakichhua
village on Friday based
on information re-
ceived. Thearms seized
include one 9MM pis-
tol with magazine, one
9MM revolver, four
grenades and 55 rounds
of ammunition. The
cadres have been
handed over to the
Lawngtlai Police Sta-
tionin Lawngtlai district
and investigations are
underway. On the other
hand, the K eithalmanbi
battalion of Assam
Rifles seized a large
qguantity of arms and
ammunition from
Tmongbung village in
Imphal district.

Fakelndian
currency racket

Guwahati, June 12 :
The police seized fake
Indian currency notes
and equipment sus-
pected to be used in
producing fake cur-
rency notes. The five
persons were arrested
during two separate op-
erations carried out at
Bandiya Chapori under
Mangaldai police sta-
tion and Baroipara un-
der Kharupetia police
station. A police team
from Kharupetia police
station seized fake In-
dian currency notes of
the face value of Rs
17,500 of Rs 500 de-
nomination, genuine In-
dian currency notes
worth Rs 13,410 along
with a printer and a
bundle of blank papers
from the possession of
the arrested people.
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Population explosion . Owals
criticises Assam CM's remarks

CITU acﬂwﬁsstageaprotest
InDibrugarh demanding
revival of thetwo paper mills

Guwahati, Junel12: Activ-
istsof the Centre of Indian
Trade Unions (CITU) on
Saturday staged ademon-
stration in Dibrugarh in
protest against the Centre's
decision to auction thetwo
defunct paper mills under
the Hindustan Paper Cor-
poration (HPC) in the
state.The workers of the
papers millsdemanded the

revival of the paper
mills.The activists sought
the intervention of Prime
Minister Nadendra Modi,
urging him to withdraw the
auction notice issued by

the official liquidator to
auction the Nagaon Paper
Mill and Cachar Paper
Mill.Whilethereserveprice
has been set at Rupees
1,139 crore, the earnest
money deposit amount has
been set at Rupees 55 crore
and the minimum incre-
mental bidisRs 1 crore.ln
May 2019, the National
Company Law Tribunal

(NCLT) in New Delhi had
ordered the liquidation of
the two paper mills"We
want to remind the BJP
about the promi se made by

Union Contd...Page 6

Guwahati,Junel2: AIMIM
president takesto Twitter to
reject Sarma'scontention on
population explosionAll
IndiaMajlis-e-lttehadul
Muslimeen president
Asaduddin Owais on Fti-
day rejected Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarmasreported comments
urging minorities to adopt

population control measures.
Takingto Twitter Mr. Owais
argued that the Centre had
taken a stand againgt coer-
civefamily planningand said
that totd fertility ratereplace-
ment levels have been
achieved."Assam CM has
again started talking of
"population control". Thisis
Hindutva- Contd...Page 6
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Northeast Frontier Rallways
to resume services of 4
special tral nsfrom Guwahatl

Guwahati, June 12 : The
Northesst Frontier Railways
hes decided to resume the
sarvices of four more spe-
cial trains leaving from
Guwahati to different places
in view of the demand of
passengers.The services of
the Kamakhya - Bhagat Ki

Two minor sisters found hang-
Ing from treein Assam family

Kokrajhar, June 12 : Two minor
sisters were found hanging from a
treeinavillagein Kokrgjhar district
of Assamwiththeir family members
claiming that they were raped and
killed, police said on Saturday.The
incident took placeinsdeasmal for-
estin Abhayakuti village, wherethe
bodies of the two siblings were re-
covered late on Friday evening, a
senior police officer said. The bod-
ieswere sent to Kokrajhar Civil Hospital
for post-mortem examination, hesaid. "A
case has been registered. A preliminary
investigation suggested that thetwo girls

suspectedly ended their lives. We will be
abletotell after receiving the post-mortem
reports,” the officer said.Villagers were
shocked at theincident, Contd...Page 6

Kothi specid expresswill be
restored from June 18 and
will leave Kamakhyaat 5:15
pm every Friday to reach
Bhagat Ki Kothi at 9:45 pm
on Sunday.The services of
the Bhagat Ki Kothi -
Kamakhya special express
will berestored from June 22,
which will leave Bhagat Ki
Kothi a4:10pmevery Tues-
day to reach Kamakhya at
11:10 pm on Thursday.The
Kamakhya- Puri special ex-
presswill resumeitsservices
from June 24 and will leave
Kamakhyaat 11:45 pm ev-
ery Thursday to reach Puri
at 7:30 am on Saturday. The

Puri - Kamd<hyaspeud ex-
presswill resumeitsservices
from June 26 and will leave
Puri at 10:05 pmevery Satur-
day to reach Kamakhya at
5:25 am on Monday.The
Kamakhya - Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Katra specia
express that will resume its
services from June 27, will
leave Kamakhya a 11 am
every Sunday to reach Shri
MataVaishno Devi Katraat
3:45pmonTueday. The Shri
Mata Vaishno Devi Katra -
Kamakhya specia express
that will resume serviceson
June 30, will leave Shri Mata
Vaishno Contd...Page 6

5% GST on COVID vaccinesto stay,
no tax on black fungus drugs

New Delhi. June12: The
GST Council has now ap-
proved the recommenda
tionsof GoM on GST rates
onCOVID rdief materid. It
further agreed to stick to a
5% GST rateonthe COVID-
19vaccine Therewill beno
changein the GST rate for

No foreign travellersfor Hajj
thls ear, Saudi Arabia cuts
grim limit to 60,000

Dubai, June 12 : Saudi
Arabia has restricted the
annual Haj pilgrimagetoits
own citizens and residents
for the second year running
in response to the COVID-
19 pandemic, the state Saudi
Press Agency (SPA) re-
ported on Saturday.Only
peopleaged between 18 and
65 who have been vacci-
nated or immunised fromthe
virus, and arefreeof chronic
diseases, will beabletotake
part, the ministry that man-
agestheMusdim pilgrimage
toMeccasaidin astatement
carried by SPA.It so set a
maximum of only 60,000 par-
ticipants at a given time.
"Thedecision (wasmade) to

guarantee the safety of haj
amid uncertainty over the
coronavirus,” thekingdom's
health minister Tawfiq al-
Rabiah said in a televised
press conference carried by

kﬂ-

SPA! D&sp|tethe availabil-
ity of vaccine, there is un-
certainty over the virus and

San Francisco, June 12
: The oldest male chim-
panzee living in an ac-
credited North American
zoo died on Saturday at
the San Francisco Zoo &
Gardens. Hewas63 years
old. The chimpanzee,
named Cobby, had been

Oldest male chim-
panzeediesin San
Franusco Z00

ahand-reared performing
chimpanzee beforehewas
brought to the San Fran-
ciscozoointhe1960's. Al-
though the zoo said in a
news release that the
chimpanzee's cause of
death had not been deter-
mined, the animal had re-
cently beenill and zoo of -
ficialsbelieveold agewas
afactor.The International
Unionfor Conservation of
Nature lists chimpanzees
as endangered, and they
are considered among the
most at-risk primates in
Africa due to hunting,
habitat loss and disease.
The average life expect-
ancy of the 100,000 to
200,000 chimpanzeesliv-
ing intheContd...Page 6

some countries still record
high numbers of COVID
cases, the other challenge
is the different variants of
the virus, hence came the
decisonto restrict hg," al-

Rablah sald Sources told
Reutersin May aplan was
being considered to bar
overseaspilgrimsfrom per-
formingHgj, aonceinalife-
time duty for every able-
bodied Mudimwho can af-
fordit.Beforethe pandemic
enforced socia distancing
globaly, Contd...Page 6

vaccines, said Finance Min-
ister NirmalaSitharaman.5%
GST on COVID vaccinesto
stay, no tax on black fungus
drugsTherewill beno change
inthe GST rate for vaccines,
sadFinanceMinister Nirmaa
Stharaman.No GST wouldbe
levied onAmphotericin B, the
antifungal drug used for black
fungus treatment.The GST
Council on Saturday decided
to slash rates of several
Covid-rdief itemsto 5%from

v

exigting 12to 18%levelsbut
kept the much-anticipated
tax rate on vaccines un-
changed at 5%.Addressing
the media, post the GST
Council meeting, Finance
Miniger NirmalaSitharaman
said that the council agreed
to gowith therecommenda
tionsof the Group of Minis-
ters (GoM) that was single
point agenda on the coun-
cil. It further agreed to stick
to a 5% GST rate on the

COVID-19 vaccine. There
will benochangeinthe GST
rate for vaccines, said Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman.TheGST Coun-
cil hasdso decided to dash
ratesfor Tociluzumab, Am-
photericintonil level. Besdes
that, the Council also gave
approval to GST ratereduc-
tionfor Remdesvir from 12%
to 5%. The GST on ambu-
lances has been reduced to
12%.No Contd...Page 6

Congress flrst Iovels Pakistan, BJP

Intensifiesattack after Di
Singh'sClubhouse chat

New Ddhi, June 12 : Intensifyingits
attack on the Congress party over
leaked audio of Digvijaya Singh's
Clubhouse chat, the BJP on Saturday
(June 12) said that it was a part of the

'toolkit' mentioned afew days
ago.The Bhartiya Janata Party
suggested that the Congress
party should nameit asANC
(Anti National Clubhouse) in
place of INC (Indian National
Congress).Addressing a
press conference, BJP Na-
tional Spokesperson Dr
Sambit Patrasaid, "It is quite
possible that what Digvijaya
Singh has said in Clubhouse
chat must have been stage-

managed. Digvijaya Singh or asenior
Congress leader must have instructed
the Pakistani journalist to ask such a
question. It's al part of that toolkit

mentioned a few days ago."He men-
tioned everyone saw how the veteran
Congressleader Digvijaya Singh was
spewing venom against India outside
and how heistoeing Pakistan'sline.He

g?w jay

to give clean chit to Pakistan at that
time."In the Clubhouse chat, a Paki-
stani journalist asks that after the re-
moval of NarendraModi, what will be
India's Kashmir policy. Digvijaya Ji

pointed out that the same Singh had
termed the Pulwamaattack just an ac-
cident or called the 26/11 Mumbai at-
tack aconspiracy of RSSand alsotried

thanks the journalist and says
that the Congress government
will reinstate Article 370 in
Jammu and Kashmir," he
said.Patra requested the Con-
gress party to change its name
fromINCtoANC. "Thisissuch
aclubhouse of Anti-Indianand
Modi haters," he said.In a
leaked Clubhouse chat, Singh
was found telling a Pakistani
journalist that Congresswould
reconsider the decision of re-
vokingArticle370in Jammuand Kash-
mir once they are in power.Earlier,
Union Minister Girirgj Singh said that
Pakistanisthefirst Contd...Page 6
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Defence Ministry okays policy to archive,
declassfy histories of wars, operations

o
-

New Delhi, June 12 : The De-
fence Ministry has brought in a
new policy to compile, publish,
archiveand declassify all war his-
toriesand histories of operations,
under which everything will be
officially recorded within five
years, and will be handed over to
the National Archives.However,
the government will continue to
have discretionary powers over
withholding any such records it
finds sensitive.The Defence Min-
istry mentioned in astatement on
Saturday that Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh "has approved the

policy on archiving, declassifica-
tion and compilation/publication
of war/operations historiesby the
Ministry of Defence" under which
"each organisation under the
Ministry of Defence such as Ser-
vices, Integrated Defence Staff,
Assam Rifles and Indian Coast
Guard, will transfer the records,
including war diaries, letters of
proceedings & operational record
books, etc., to the History Divi-
sion" of the ministry for "proper
upkeep, archival and writing the
histories".It said that the "respon-
sibility for declassification of

records rests with the respective
organisations as specified in the
Public Record Act 1993 and Pub-
lic Record Rules 1997, asamended
from time to time".Further, the
statement said that according to
the new policy "records should
ordinarily be declassified in 25
years' and "records older than 25
years should be appraised by ar-
chival experts and transferred to
the National Archives of India
once the war/operations histories
have been compiled".Sources,
however, said that it does not
mean that Contd...Page 6
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The ASsain Rising

French soldierskill Mali jihadist
blamed for RFI journalists murder

Paris, Junel2: Frenchsoldiershave
killed a Malian jihadist suspected of
being responsible for the kidnapping
and death of two French journalists
in 2013.Florence Parly, the defence
minister in Paris, said French forces
in the Sahel region killed "four
terrorists" during an operation in
northern Mali on 5 June, including
BayesAg Bakabo, the prime suspect
in the deaths of Radio France
International (RFI) reporters
Ghislaine Dupont and Claude
Verlon."Hisneutralisation meansthe
end of a long wait," Parly said,
adding that Bakabo had been in the
village of Aguelhok preparing an
attack against UN peacekeeping
forces when he was killed.Dupont
and Verlon, both in their 50s and
veteranjournalists, wereseizedinthe
flashpoint northern Malian town of
Kidal in November 2013 after
interviewing a separatist Tuareg
leader.Their bullet-riddled bodies
werefound afew hourslater, with al-
Qaidaintheldamic Maghreb (AQIM)
claiming the killings as revenge for
France'sdecisiontointervene against
jihadist groupsin the country earlier
that year.A French investigation
concluded that Bakabo, a so aknown
drug trafficker, drove the pickup truck
used to kidnap the two

journalists.Parly
expressed her
"thoughts for the
family and loved
onesof Ghislaine
Dupont and
Cl aude
Verlon". Theexact
circumstances of
their deaths have
never been
revealed, and
relatives charge
that military secrecy has hampered
effortstowardsthat end.In November,
Agnes Callamard, the UN special
rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary
or arbitrary executions, noted that "the
alleged perpetrators have been named
but are yet to be arrested and
prosecuted”. Callamard pressed the
governments of France and Mali "to
advance the investigation without
further delay so that justice may be
served".RFI's parent company,
FranceMediasMonde, said on Friday
it waswaiting for theinvestigation "to
fully clarify the circumstances of the
tragedy and lead to the arrest of all
the remaining members of the hit
sguad and their possible accomplices
so they can be tried".The Friends of
Ghislaine Dupont and Claude Verlon
group also noted the death of Bakaho,
but said in apressreleasethey "regret
that thisjihadist |eader responsiblefor
the double murder of RFI journalists
was not arrested to be questioned on
the circumstances of this
tragedy".Parly said the operation
"illustrates one of the main priorities
of France in the Sahel region: taking
down the main heads of terrorist
groups that are causing havoc in the
region”.The news of Bakabo's death
emerged just a day after the French
president, Emmanuel Macron,

announced a drawdown of French
troopsinthe Sahel region, who number
5,100 in bases across the arid and
volatile region on the southern fringe
of the Sahara.Macron did not give
figures for the drawdown, but made
clear he wanted future French
involvement to be limited to counter-
terror operations as part of a
multinational European force.In
Washington, a Pentagon spokesman,
John Kirby, said the United States
would still support counter-terror
operationsin the Sahdl. "Well continue
to provide a measure of support - the
kind of support that we've been
providing to the French as they
needed in the region."The Sahel is
seen by many western politicians and
expertsasamajor global security risk
because of the growing strength of
jihadist groupsthere, aswell asitsrole
as a crossroads for arms and people-
smuggling.Journalists covering the
insurgency in the Sahel often find
themselvestargeted by armed groups,
either because of their reporting or
for their ransom value.The French
reporter Olivier Dubois, 46,
disappeared in April andis believed
to be in the hands of the Group to
Support Islam and Muslims (GSIM),
the biggest jihadist alliance in the
Sahel . The 46-year-old freelancer was
inthe northern Malian town of Gao,
where he had travelled to interview
an al-Qaida-linked jihadist
commander.In 2020, French soldiers
serving in the Barkhane force killed
the head of AQIM, Abdelmalek
Droukdel, in amajor breakthrough,
whileregular airstrikestarget other
senior commanders. Another senior
AQIM figure linked to the murder
of the RFI journalists, Amada Ag
Hama, was killed in a raid in
northern Mali in May 2015.

showsa herd of wild Asian elephantsin Yimen County of Yuxi City, southwest Chi nasYunnan Provmce .

Vladimir Putin saysBiden 'radically
different’ after impulsive Trump

M oscow, June 12 : Ahead of amesting
in Geneva on 16 June, tensions are
high between the US and Russia over
a litany of issues including hacking
alegations, human rightsand election
meddling.The Russian president,
Vladimir Putin, has said US-Russia
relations are at their lowest point in
years, in an interview before his
meeting with the US president, Joe
Biden, next week.Putin and Biden will
meet in Geneva on Wednesday. The
WhiteHouse hassaid Biden will bring
up ransomware attacks emanating
from Russia, Moscow's aggression
against Ukraine, the jailing of
dissidents and other issues that have

‘Unique problem': Catholic bishops split
over Biden's support for abortion rights

Washington, June12: At somepoint
this weekend, Joe Biden will take his
placein aline of people approaching
thedtar of aCatholic churchtoreceive
communion.The US president, a
devout Catholic whose speeches
regularly includebiblical referencesand
who carries arosary that belonged to
his late son, attends Mass every
weekend - in Washington, his home
town of Wilmington in Delaware, or
wherever he happens to be traveling.
If the traditional Sunday morning
Eucharist service is not possible
because of hisschedule, hewill receive
the sacrament on Saturday evening as
permitted by the Roman Catholic
church."It's really an encounter with
God," Father Kevin Gillespie of Holy
Trinity in Washington, the church
Biden usually attends in the capital,
told the Atlantic earlier this year. For
Biden, this "sacred and intimate
moment" is a "gift that enhances his
faith", and "we most certainly
encourage himtoimprovehisintimacy
with God through the Eucharist”.But
not everybody in the Catholic church
in Americais quite so keen on Biden
receiving communion. Next week, a
national online meeting of US bishops
will discusswhether the president and
other high-profile political figures
should be denied the sacraments
because of his stance on abortion
rights."How can he say he's a devout
Catholic and he's doing these things
that are contrary to the church's
teaching?" archbishop Joseph
Naumann, chair of the US Conference
of Catholic Bishops' (USCCB)
committeeon pro-lifeactivities, asked
last month. Biden's position was a
"grave moral evil" which presents a
"unique problem" for the church,
Naumann said.Cardinal Raymond
Burke, aleading conservativeand critic
of Pope Francis, has gone further,
saying that politicians who "publicly

A woman walks past a ractaurant with an OPEN sign in Toronto Ontario, Canada

and obstinately" support abortion are
"apostates’ who should not only be
barred from receiving communion but
deserve excommunication.At their
meeting, the bishops will consider a
document aimed at clarifying the
church'sposition on the Eucharist, and
decide whether to commission further
work on the circumstances in which
the sacraments may be denied. The
proposal needs the support of at least
two-thirds of the 280 bishops in the
USCCB - and morethan 60 havedready
requested a suspension of all
discussion, citing divisions within the
conference Among opponents of the
moveisRobert McElroy, the bishop of
San Diego, who wrote in America
Magazine, the Jesuit journal, that "the
Eucharist is being weaponised and
deployed asatool in political warfare.
Thismust not happen."A letter from a
senior Vatican officid last month urged
UShishopsnot to rush any debate and
decision, and there has been
speculation that the first meeting
between President Biden and Pope
Francis could take place at the Vatican
the day before the USCCB's virtual
session opens. That would be seen as
astrong signal from Rome.Whatever

deliberations, the decision on whether
an individual parishioner should be
denied communion lieswith the local
bishop. Wilton Gregory of Washington
and Francis Malooly of Wilmington,
Delaware, have both madeit clear that
Biden is welcome to receive
communion at churches in their
dioceses.Father Gillespie's public
defence of Biden attending Mass has
drawn angry phone calls, letters and
emails. Hetold the Guardian it seemed
best to refrain from speaking further
on the matter, but said the president
"hasand will bewelcomed toreceive
the Holy Eucharist" at his
church.Biden, the second Catholic to
occupy the White House after John F
Kennedy, hassaid hisfaith shapes"all
that | do" and will "serve as my
anchor" through histermin office. In
his book, Promises to Keep: On Life
and Palitics, he wrote: "My idea of
self, of family, of community, of the
wider world comes straight from my
religion."On abortion, Biden has said
he personaly believes life begins at
conception but recognises others do
not share his view. "What I'm not
prepared to doisimposeapreciseview
that is borne out of my faith on other

the outcome of the USCCB's

COFFEE. =,
EVER._

people,” he said in 2015.In recent

months, the Biden administration has
lifted restrictionson federa funding for
researchinvolving humanfoetal tissue,
rescinded a Trump policy barring
organisations that refer women for
abortionsfromreceiving federal grants,
and allowed womento remotely obtain
aprescriptionfor anabortion pill during
the pandemic.The Catholic church
saysthat Catholicsin publiclifeshould
uphold principles consistent with its
doctrine. But in a survey carried out
by the Pew Research Center inMarch,
more than two-thirds of US Catholics
said Biden's views on abortion should
not disqualify him from receiving
communion.According to exit polls
taken during last November's
presidential election, just over haf of
US Catholics (51%) voted for Biden,
compared with 45% who voted
Democrat in 2016; and 47% voted for
Trump, compared with 52% in the
previous election.Andrew Chesnut,
professor of religious studies at
VirginiaCommonwealth University,
said the USCCB's proposal "serves
to further polarise an aready sharply
divided episcopy, some of whom
have been outspoken opponents of
Pope Francissrelatively progressive
papacy."The proposal to exclude
Biden and all election officialswho
support legal abortion from
communion is an effort on the part
of conservative bishopsto shore up
their base of regular Mass-goers
who arethelife blood of the church.
But exclusionary ecclesial policies
will only lead to greater defection
from the pews, especially among
Millennials and Generation
Z."Michael Budde, professor of
Catholic studies and political science
at DePaul University in Chicago, said
barring Biden from communion "will be
rightly seen asamove of desperation,
an attempt to coerce what has not been
won by persuasion or dialogue'.

teethand hewasn'tinany pain."Then | realized,
oh my God, I'm in awhale's mouth ... and he's
trying to swallow me," he said. "And | thought
to myself OK, thisisit - I'mfinally - I'm gonna
die." His thoughts went to his wife and
children.He estimates he was in the whale's
mouth for about 30 seconds, but continued to
breathe because he still had his breathing
apparatusin.hen the whal e surfaced, shook its
head, and spat him out. He was rescued by his
crewmatein the surface boat.Hissister, Cynthia
Packard, originally told the Cape Cod Times
that her brother broke aleg, but he said later
that hislegsarejust bruised.Charles" Stormy"

irritated the relationship."We have a
bilateral relationship that has
deteriorated to its lowest point in
recent years,” Putin said, according
to an NBC trandation of excerpts of
aninterview broadcast on Friday.Putin
characterised theformer US president
Donald Trump as "an extraordinary
individual, talented individual", but
impulsive, and said Biden, asacareer
politician, was "radically different”
from the "colourful" Trump."It ismy
great hope that, yes, there are some
advantages, some disadvantages, but
there will not be any impulse-based
movements on behalf of thesitting US
president,” he said, according to a
translation by NBC News.Putin has
openly admitted that in the 2016 vote he
supported Trump, who voiced
admiration for the Russian leader and
notoriously at their first summit
gppeared to accept hisdenidsof eection
interference.Biden, at the start of an
eight-day visitto Europethisweek, said:
"We're not seeking conflict with
Russia."We want a stable and
predictablereationship ... but I'vebeen
clear: theUnited Stateswill respondina
robust and meaningful way if the
Russian government engagesin harmful
activities."Putin was asked about
several Russian dissidents whose

degths have been blamed on Moscow,
including the ex-KGB spy Alexander
Litvinenko who was poisoned in 2006.
Putin dismissed the question and said
someof thoseresponsiblefor the deaths
had gone to prison.Asked about Biden
caling him akiller in an interview in
March, Putin said he had heard dozens
of such accusations. "This is not
something | worry about in the least,”
Putin said, dismissing it as part of
"macho behaviour" common in
Hollywood.Such discourse "is part of
US political culture where it's
considered normal. By the way, not
here, it isnot considered normal here,"
he said.On the issue of recent
ransomware attacks that the United
States has traced to Russia, Putin
denied any knowledge of the hackings
and called on Biden to reach an
agreement with him on cyberspace,
NBC Newssaid.Putin a so dismissed
areport in the Washington Post this
week that Russia was preparing to
supply Iran with an advanced satellite
that would enableit to track potential
military targets across the Middle
East. "It's just fake news. At the very
least | don't know anything about this
kind of thing," Putin said, according
to NBC News. "It's just nonsense,
garbage.”

UK Covid memorial wall
should bemade
per man‘ent M Pssay

London, Junel?2: It sarted
asanadmost guerrillaact of v‘,',
memoridisation. InMarch, |
grieving relatives began |
inscribing red heartsbeside |1

aThemesidewalkway -one | 1/ £

for every personinthe UK |11
who died from coronavirus. |
Now stretching 500 metres, |«
the Covid memoria wall |-
should be made a|
permanent national

landmark, say morethan200M Ps, peers

and mayors.Boris Johnson is facing
cdlsto"makethiswall of heartsa, if not
the, permanent memoria tothevictims
of the pandemic" from a cross-party
alianceincluding themayorsof London
and Greater Manchester, Sadiq Khan
and Andy Burnham.Other supporters
include the Conservative MPs Peter
Bottomley and Edward Leigh, Liz
Kendall, the shadow care minister, Ed
Miliband, theformer Labour leader, and
Ed Davey, the leader of the Liberal
Democrats. They havesigned aletter to
Johnsonwritten by Afzal Khan, theMP
for Manchester Gorton who lost six
relativesto Covid - threein the UK and
three in Pakistan. It argues the wall,
whichfeaturesmorethan 150,000 hearts,
"brings home the scale of the national

devastation and grieving process our
country isfacing".In practical terms, the
proposa would mean preserving athird
of a mile of stonework covered with
marker penand paint behind ascreen or
lacquer, obtai ning planning consent and
establishing responsibility for thewall,
which appearsto be shared between St
Thomas hospital and Lambeth council.
Palitically, it would mean accepting an
implicit challenge to the government's
pandemic response showcasing the
world's second worst per capita death
toll in clear view of the Palace of
Westmingter. Theprimeminister saidin
May the wall "deeply moved" him
when he visited but he favoured a
memoria in St Paul'scathedral, "which
will provideafitting place of reflection
inthe heart of our capital".

In the mouth of the whale: lobster diver
swallowed by humpback livesto tell the tale

London, June 12 : The Cape Cod fisherman
estimates he was in the beast's mouth for 30
seconds; experts say the encounter was a
flukeA commercial lobster diver who got caught
in the mouth of ahumpback whal e off the coast
of Cape Cod on Friday morning said he thought
he was going to die.Michael Packard, 56, of
Wellfleet, told WBZ-TV after hewasreleased
from Cape Cod hospital that he was about 45ft
(14 meters) deep inthe waters of f Provincetown
when "all of a sudden | felt this huge bump,
and everything went dark".He thought he had
been attacked by a shark, common in area
waters, but then realized he could not feel any

Mayo, a senior scientist and whale expert at
the Center for Coastal Studiesin Provincetown,
told the newspaper that such human-whale
encounters are rare.
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Food item distributed to poor and needy peoples at Guwahati y the members of ngo NEEF and sponsored by

Guwahati circle of Canara Bank

Kachutall iIn Sonapur
adopted as Giloy Village

Guwahati, June12: Kachutdli village
under 61 No.Sonapur Gaon Panchayat,
Dimoria block under Kamrup Metro
was adopted as 'Giloy village' jointly
by Environment and Forest, Sonapur
SFRange under Guwahati SFDivision
and PNRD. Officialsof Forest and En-
vironment and PNRD digtributed Giloy
saplingsto the people of Kachutali vil-
lage at the Office of Sonapur Gaon
Panchayat on Thursday. The officias
urged the people for cultivation of
Giloy commercialy for itsrichmedici-
nal values and ever growing demand
in the market. "Giloy isrich in com-
pounds that can keep various health
problems at bay," said the officials.

Huge cash recov-
ered from Bolero

car at Misa
NAGAON, Junel2: In

Giloy (Tinosporacordifolia) hasmany
health benefits that is why it is com-
monly known as'Xogunilota. A pow-
erhouse of antioxidants, Giloy helpsto
fight free radicals and keep cells
hedlthy. It diminatestoxins, purifiesthe
blood, fights bacteria that causes dis-
eases and also combats liver diseases
and urinary tract infections. It'salso a
good immune-modulator and helpsto
strengthen the immune system. It is
idedl for people suffering from coughs
and colds, or for those who are prone
to stomach infections. The stem of
Giloy is considered highly effective
because of itshigh nutritional contents
such asakaloids, glycosides, steroids,

and other compounds. These com-
pounds present in Giloy are very ef-
fective against treatment of various
disorders such as diabetes, cancer,
neurological problems, fever, etc. Even
the roots and leaves of the plant also
can be used. Giloy can begrownina
large variety of soils, but it needs
proper drainage and sufficient mois-
ture. It doesn’t, however, need daily
watering. The State Medicina Plant
Boardispopularising Giloy cultivation
for its immense health benefits. The
medicinal plant occurs throughout
tropica regionsof Indiaextendingfrom
Kumaon to Assam and Myanmar,
Bihar, Konkanto Sri Lanka

Minister Sanjoy Kishan in

Lakhimpur district

Chief Secretary Reviews Covid And Flood
Situation I n Biswanath, AsksToAdopt
" Targeted Appr oach Towar dsVacu nation

Biswanath Chariali, June12: Chief
Secretary, Government of Assam, Shri
Jishnu Barua today asked the
Biswanath district administration to
adopt a "targeted approach” towards
vaccination where all frontline work-
ers and persons coming in contact
with massesare accorded priority. Mr.
Baruawasin Biswanathtoday to chair
ahigh-level review meeting at Deputy
Commissioner's Conference Hall
where he took stock of the current
Covid and flood scenario of the dis-
trict. Highlighting on testing and vac-
cination asthe only two ways of con-
trolling the Covid pandemic, Mr. Barua
said the administration needed to have
a "vision plan" and "roadmap” in
prioritising vaccination for those cat-
egory of persons who were the most
vulnerable. He stressed on theimme-
diate need to vaccinate all Anganwadi
workersand helpersinthedistrict and
persons working in Child Care Cen-
tres. He also asked the health depart-
ment to ramp up vaccination in tea
garden areas. "You will haveto have
avision plan and roadmap for vacci-
nation. Firstly, categorise people on
the basis of vulnerability and have a
targeted approach in vaccinating
those who were the most vulnerable.
Those who come in contact with
masses, like Anganwaadi workers,
should be accorded priority; other-
wise they might end up as super-
spreaders,” said Mr. Barua. Since
Biswanath district lacksavailability of
Intensive Care Units (1CU), the Chief
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Secretary instructed the health depart-
ment to refer all Covid patients with
comorbidities from now onwards to
Tezpur Medical Collegeand Hospital
(TMCH); sothat if requiredintensive
care could be provided to them with-
out any lapse of time. He also asked
the administration and health depart-
ment to ensure institutional quaran-
tine for Covid patients above the age
of 50. With regards to testing, Mr.
Barua instructed the health depart-
ment to scale-up RTPCR testing inthe
district. He aso stressed on the need
for strict and compulsory testing of
passengers arriving by trains in the
district. He also further reviewed the
availability of bedsand oxygen cylin-
dersin hospitalsand Covid Care Cen-
tres (CCCs). Citing the recent open-
ing of a dedicated 300-beded Covid
Hospital at Sarusajai stadium in

Guwahati, the Chief Secretary said the
government was now concentrating
inpreparing itself with requiredinfra-
structure to face the third wave. Re-
viewing theflood situationin the dis-
trict, Mr. Baruaasked the administra-
tion to ensure social distancing was
adheredtoinrelief camps. He said, if
need be; morerelief camps should be
readied thistime aroundin the district
inview of the Covid pandemic. Heaso
instructed the administration to guar-
antee that flood-affected people get re-
quired and adequate relief material. To-
day' meeting was also attended by
Biswanath's DC Shri Pranab Kumar
Sarmah, SP Shri Ripul Das, Sub Divi-
siond Officer (Civil) Gohpur Shri Aditya
Vikram Yadav, Additiona Deputy Com-
missioners(ADCc) and officersfromad-
minigtration, health, water resourcesand
disaster management.

a routine roadside raid,
Misapolice seized more
than Rs 21 lakhsin cash
from a upper Assam
bound Bolero car today.
Police subsequently
picked up three persons
identified as Mintu Ali,
Amir Uddin of Golaghat
Nahoroni and Shekjil
Alom of Dobokaareain
Hojal district, sources
said. During the prelimi-
nary interrogation, they
claimed that they were
involved in trading of
scented Agor wood for
long and the money in
cash they caried in their
vehiclewerenothing buta
part collection they col-
lected from another trader
of Hojai digtrict, sources
said adding further that
further police investiga-
tioninthisregard wason.

Sudents Soli-
darity Day ob-
served in North
L akhimpur
North Lakhimpur, June
12: The All Assam
StudentsUnion (AASU)
North Lakhimpur Re-
gional Unit observed the
Students Solidarity Day
on Thursday at Swahid
Bakori in  North
L akhimpur townin com-
memoration of two mar-
tyrs of the Food Move-
ment of 1974 Putul Saikia
and Ggen Engti whodied
on June 10,1974 in
Morigeon district in po-
lice firing during the
movement. The day was
observed with the pro-
grams of unfurling the
flag, Swahid Tarpan €tc.
wheretheAASU leaders
Simanta Neog,Faridur
Rahman,Sanjib
Konwar,Punamjyoti
Burhagohain etc. took
part and highlighted on
the significance of the
Day in their speeches.

North Lakhimpur, June12: Minigter for Tea
TribesWdfareetc,Govt. of Assam and Guard-
ian Minister of Lakhimpur district Sanjoy
Kishan visited the Lakhimpur district Circle
Officer' sOfficeat 8-30 am. today and then
participated in ameeting held here with the
officers and employees of the office.ln the
meeting, Lakhimpur MP Pradan Baruah,
LakhimpurdistrictMLA Manab Deka and
Lakhimpur DC Sumit Sattawan also
attended.The minister wanted to know from
the Circle Officer about how many Govt. lands
have been in waste condition under hisarea
and what isthe condition of the NEFA colony
situated near the Lilabari Airport and in-
structed the Circle Officer to submit areport
by investigating on the said two matters. He
also asked the officers and employees of the
Circle Office to take step so that the flood-
affected people get plenty of relief. Then he
visited Lakhimpur Medical College Covid
CareCenter, and thetwo Covid Care Centers
situated at Johing TeaGarden K oilamari Tea

GU Observes World Day
Against Child Labour

Guwahati, June 12 : World Day Against Child Labour was
observed by Gauhati University NSS Cell on 12th June, 2021
along with the rest of the world. As a part of programme a
webinar was organised by GU NSS Cell to mark the occa
sion. Inaugurating the webinar as Chief Guest Sri Pabitra
Ram Khaund, IAS, Director, Sports& Youth Welfare, Govt.
of Assam said that Child labour is a serious issue and there
isneed to create awarenessin the society to eradicateit. Mr.
Khound also said that all the stake holders such as district
task force, child welfare officers, district administration, NSS
volunteers should come together for effective handling of
thesituation. Hefurther said that since NSS playsanimpor-
tant role in the society its volunteers should sensitise the
people, parents, employersagainst child labour. Ms Indrani
Phukan Tahbildar, Former Member, Assam State Commis-
sionfor Protection of Child Rights& Chief Advisor, Destina
tion attended the programme as Resource Person and in her
speech said that due to poverty and economic status many
children are forced into child labour. Ms. Tahbildar men-
tioned rules from the Indian constitution which grants chil-
dren rights against all kind of discriminations and right to
free and compul sory education. She spoke about rescue and
rehabilitation of victims of Child labour. Earlier welcoming
the guest and participants Dr. Ranjan Kr. Kakati, Director,
Students Welfare, GU. & Programme Coordinator, NSSCell

Garden.Inal Covid Care Centers, theMinis-
ter interacted with the Covid patients. He
alsointeracted with the doctorsin Lakhimpur
Medica College Covid Care Center. Later,
the Minister attended in the DISHA review
mesting, presided over by the L akhimpur MP
Pradan Baruah,held at the Conferance Hall,
Office of the Lakhimpur DC where Rajya
Sabha MP Tani Narah, Lakhimpur MLA
Manab Deka, BihpuriaM LA AmiyaKumar
Bhuyan, Delegates of Nowboicha,
Dhakuakhana and Dhemaji MLAS,
Lakhimpur ZilaParishad President and Vice-
president, Members of Anchalik
Panchayats,Addl. DCs,SDOs, Dhakuakhana
CO BDOs and al the Heads of various de-
partmentsof Lakhimpur district were present.
The minister appealed to all assembled in
the meeting to help each other in the time of
helping the flood-affected people and to be
awareduring thetime of Covid pandemic so
that Lakhimpur district could becomeabeau-
tiful and developmental district in Assam.

20 percent villagers are still unaware of COVID 19 :
a recent online study by Nowgong College reveals
Fresh 201 COVID cases recorded in Nagaon district

NAGAON, June 12: Around 20 percent
people are not aware of COVID 19 in the
rural areaswhile 64.2 percent peopleof the
rural areasare suffering from mental agony
for losing of their respective jobs or em-
ployment due to COVID pandemic situa-
tion rather than the disease itself. This
was found in a recent online study initi-
atedjointly by NSSUnit and Internal Qual-
ity Assurance Cell of the historic Nowgong
College. Atotal of 50 membersfrom both
cellsof the collegeled by the principal, Dr
Sarat Barkakoti and programme officer of
NSSUnit, Dr Bhuban ChandraChutiaini-
tiated the study jointly through online,
covering around 2500 peopl e of 500 house-
holds in 11 villages under Nagaon,
Morigaon and Karbi Anglong districts, a
press rel ease issued by Nowgong College

Guwahati, June 12 : Under its Cor-

on 11/06/2021, at Kushal Bhawan,

added. In the release, it was stated that 50
percent rural peoplestill believed COVID
19just asamere cold and cough while only
11.3 percent people were away of COVID
and were maintai ning the COVID protocols
as well as other SOP. Besides, the study
confirmed it too that more than 22 percent
people faced the acute scarcity of essen-
tial commodities as well as others which
they usually used to avail before the pan-
demic situation. In the study, the ingtitu-
tion concluded seven villagesfrom Nagaon
district while two villages each from
Morigaon and Karbi Anglong districtsre-
spectively, thereleaseadded. Meanwhile
201 fresh COVID cases were detected in
the district today while 276 people who
were undergoing treatment in hospital as
well asat their homes after being affected

ONGC Jorhat donatesAmbulance
to Urlamghat M odel hospital

will cater to the medical needs of
peoplein remote areas of Dhansiri
sub divisions who need to be trans-
ported toreferral hospitalsfor treat-
ment. At present there is no sanc-
tioned ambulance attached with
Uriamghatmodel hospital and great
difficulty is being faced by people
especidly incritical medical emergen-
cies, when they are to bereferred to
district civil hospital in Golaghat.
Ambulance donated by ONGC is
modified and customised with al ad-
vanced medical equipmentsto rap-
idly transport patients.The emer-
gency vehicle will be of immense
help to the peopl e especially during
the current scenario of COVID pan-
demic. Apart from Ms. Sushma
Rawat, SDO(Civil), Dhansiri , Mr
Javir Rahul Suresh IAS, Asst Com-

in his speech said that children from marginalised section
of the society are deprived of education and achancefor a
bright future dueto child labour. Dr. Kakati further said we
need to find waysto eliminate child labour asearly as pos-
sibleand create a JanaAndolan to create awareness against
child labour. Dr. Kakati also expressed hope that all the
NSSunitsunder GU NSS Cell will maketheir adopted vil-
lages free from child labour. Dr Rituparna Bora, NSS PO,

porate Social Responsbility (CSR)
policy, 'ONGC, Jorhat work center'
donated, ambulance to Uriamghat
Model hospital in Golaghat District
.The Mahindra SUPRO ZX Ambu-
lance for Uraimghat Model hospital
is being procured spending Rs
8,72,588.00/-. Inabrief function held

Sarupathar, following all Covid pro-
tocols, Basin Manager of ONGC,
‘Assam and Assam Arakan Basin',
Ms. SushmaRawatofficially handed
over the ambulance to the authori-
ties. The function was not kept in
Uriamghat Model hospital as it was
a COVID care Center. Theambulance

missioner, Dhansiri, Mr Japheth
Darngawn ACS, , SDM&HO
Sarupathar CHC, Dr. Pawan Kumar
Gonju and GM-Incharge-Corporate
Communications& CSR
ONGC,Jorhat Ms Lily P Chawang
also attended the function.

by the virus, recovered
from the virus today too.
Sources claimed that among
those who tested positive
today, 76 wereimmediately
admitted to Nagaon COVID
hospital as well as other
COVID CareCentresset up
at variousplacesinthedis-
trict while the rest were put
under home quarantine.
Rapid Antigen Test was
conducted on 8940 people
today while RT-PCR test
was conducted on 67 swab
samples, sources added.

NGO
OffersLunch

to Medical
Staff

Golaghat, Jun 12: Inthe
fight against Covid the
medical professionalsand
health workers are offer-
ing their service day and
night. To prevent further
spread of the disease and
to save the common
people medical profes-
sionals and health work-
ers are doing their job
with full dedication tak-
ing risk of their own
lives. Seeing this
Prayash Development
Society, aleading orga-
nization from my yester-
day visited a Covid vac-
cination centre at
Bhulukiting TeaEstatein
Golaghat and offered
lunch to the health work-
ers there. President of
Prayash Development
Society Partha Pratim
Rajput stated that simi-
lar initiave was taken | ast
year also during the first
wave of Covid pandemic.

The programsof the Day
ended with the lit of the
lampinthe evening.

GU Unit offered vote of thanks. About 250 persons com-
prising NSS Programme Officers, volunteersand GU frater-
nity attended the webinar.

Covid toll climbsto 58 KBSA Carried out Massive Plantation
N Lakhimpur and Cleanllness Drlve at PHC Kamba

T'I

e
& a ;! ":‘ North Lakhimpur, June 11: The Covid-19 situation in A30, 12June:
- | Lakhimpur digtrict continues to remain grim as the digtrict Ther_am_ba Bango Sports
reported two morefatalities on Friday, which took thedeath ~ ASSociation led by its Ex.
Officio ChairmanandADC

toll to 58. Among the deceased was ateenager from Borchala
in Nowboicha Revenue Circle. Totdl positive cases in the
district since onset of the pandemic is 4561, out of which
3306 persons have been discharged, while the active cases
ason Friday stood at 1197. On the other hand, some Covid-
19 patientsadmitted in Lakhimpur Medica College'sCovid
Hogpitdl aleged that they have been deprived of proper medi-
cal trestment here. Thereareno required doctorsand nurses
to do treatment for the covid patients, besides required
rooms,beds etc., they aleged. But the superintendent of the

KambasShri Rujum
Raksap, President KBSA
Shri Mukpak Kato and
Secretary Shri Mogum
Nomuk carried out
meassive cleanliness and
plantation driveat Primary
Health Centre Kamba
today. Altogether 100

Sate Veterinary Minister Atul Bora visited the Milj processing unit of Naziraon  hospital Dr, Nikhil Kakati denied the allegations of thepa-  membersincludingsenior  Nyomar Karbak AE RWD  mained barren last few
last 12th June he alongwith the local M.P. Tapan Gogoi, D.C. of Sivasagar Bishnu tients. Hetold that theallegationswerenot true. Thedoctors ~ Citizens, youths and sponsored al plantation years due to construc-
Kamal Borah, SDO of Nazira Sabyasashi Kashyap also visited the much awaited Pork  and nurses have been providing service to the covid pa=  womenwing membersof seeds from hisside.This tion of PHC building

and other infrastructure
that have come up there
inabig way now.

PHC locatedin the heart
of the Kambatown has
is spacious and re-

the association took part
in the day long cleanliness
and plabntation drive, Er

tients with great dedication, he further said. Notably, there
are 66 covid patientsfrom different parts of Lakhimpur dis-
trict intheCovid Hospital, Lakhimpur Medical College.

processing Farm of Nazira. After visiting these two units Atul Borah said that it will
help the unemployed youths by providing a way for self employment and the state
government will do the needful by taking positive measures in this regard.
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1.6 billion children
and young people
wer e out of education

The pandemic has deepened the long-running crisisin
global education. Many children around the world missed
the majority of thelast academic year. At the height of school
closures, 1.6 billion children and young people were out of
education.Girls have been among the hardest hit. When they
are not enrolled in school they are more likely to be forced
into child marriage, subjected to female genital mutilation
and exposed to gender-based violence. Thereisareal risk of
alost generation of girls, with 20 million likely to never re-
turn to school. So we must act.We are working together on
this issue because we believe that educating girlsisagame
changer - and it is one of the smartest investments we can
make. It will help to lift people out of poverty, grow econo-
mies, savelives, and build back better from Covid-19. A child
whose mother can read is 50% morelikely to live beyond the
age of fiveyears, and twice aslikely to attend school them-
selves. They are also 50% more likely to beimmunised.This
iswhy the UK isusing its G7 presidency to put the spotlight
on girls education, rallying global leaders to increase their
support. On thefirst day of the G7 summit, the prime minis-
ter announced a pledge of £430m of new UK aid to the Glo-
bal Partnership for Education. The EU and Italy have also
made commitments, with further announcements on fund-
ing expected from G7 partnersin the coming days. This sup-
port will meanreal, practical support for educationin 90 lower-
income countries and territories that are home to a billion
children over the next five years. It includes reaching the
most disadvantaged children with education in Nepal, spe-
cial needs education for children in Uganda, outreach
programmes to keep at-risk girlsin school in Sierra Leone,
and supporting community schools for girls in
Afghanistan.The funding will go to the Global Partnership
for Education, the largest partnership and fund dedicated to
transforming education in lower-income countries. In the
two decades since the Global Partnership was established,
we have seen the largest expansion of primary and lower
secondary schooling in history.Kenyais agreat example of
wherethiswork is hel ping governments make a huge differ-
ence, transforming young people's lives. In just five years,
the Global Partnership has supported the government of
Kenyato train more than 102,000 K enyan teachers and dis-
tributed 60m textbooksto primary and secondary schools. It
supports hardworking headteacherslike Nicholas Gathemia,
from Nyamachaki primary school, which sits on the south-
west flank of Mount Kenya. He says that "most of the chil-
dreninour school comefromtheslums... aprogranmelike
this gives those children the chance to learn and to become
what they are supposed to become”. Kenya has now realised
the goal of universal primary education.We must keep up
this momentum. Under the UK'sleadership, the G7 has now
signed up to two critical, ambitious global targets of getting
40 million moregirlsin school and 20 million more girlsread-
ing by age 10, or at the end of primary schoal, inlow-income
and lower middle-income countries by 2026. Through the
Global Partnership, we are putting our shouldersto the wheel
with the aim of training 2.2 million more teachers, building
78,000 new classrooms and buying more than 500 million
textbooks, transforming opportunities for children in the
world's poorest countries.In July, the UK and Kenya will
host alandmark Global Education Summitin Londonto raise
funds for the Global Partnership to keep up thisvital work.
The aim isto raise at least $5bn across five years to trans-
form education in theworld's most vulnerable countries. This
will give 175 more million children the chanceto learn - that
means millions of livestransformed and millions of commu-
nities with better prospectsfor the future.Ultimately, educa-
tion is the foundation on which communities and nations
build their future. We cannot tackle poverty and inequality
or fully recover from the pandemic without it.As Malala
Yousafzai said: "One child, one teacher, one book, one pen
can change the world." For the good of the next generation,
it istime for the world to step up and fund education.

Kar Sarme hasmadeonesmall step
towardsbeing sightly normal

=5 Joel Golby

hat is the point of TV? I've
awaysthought - and, as one
of the Guardian's most be-

loved, or if not beloved then at least one
of itsmost frequent TV previewers, my
opinion finally holds some weight here
- that television fulfils one of two func-
tions: either to entertain or inform. Come
Dine With Me, or Attenborough. Ant
and Dec, or Panorama. Occasionally you
will see a crossover between the two -
when the families on Gogglebox are
forced to watch the news, for instance -
but more or less, there's a clear binary.
That was until | watched Keir Starmer
on Piers Morgan's Life Stories, which,
oer the course of 50 minutes, didn't re-
ally manage either.What was it, then?
Well, gun to my head, | would describe
the genre as "what if they did a panto
version of Frost/Nixon?' - as we were
introduced to Keir, Just Keir, hetold us
that this performance was his first as
Labour leader in front of aliveaudience,
which the audience warmly applauded.
Later he told us he was married to a
woman, and the audience applauded. In
fact, so much of Life Storieswas geared
towards the studio audience - even af-
ter al these years, Morgan's presenting
styleisstill very "eerily precociouschild,
who wears a shirt and tie, has come
down after dinner to sing in French to
you" - that | almost forgot the only au-
dience at home was me and about 60
other shift journalists. All of us watch-
ing and typing out any quotes in case
they turned out one day to be usable,
and instead just getting "DON-

KEY S????" over and over again. What
do we think of that, ladies and
gentlemen?The format, in case you
didn't watchit: Piersand Keir do abit of
pre-roll, to-camera, jolly stuff about how
Piersdoesn't know who Keir actualy is
and Keir says nobody knows who he
actually is, and this is his chance to
show them, show them all. Then Starmer
then dropped a clanging football anal-
ogy - ahint of how often thiswould veer
into the territory of "middle-aged dads
making Peroni small talk at abarbecue”
- that was so workshopped | had an in-
trusiveimage of afilled-up flipboard pad
being dumped into a skip. Excruciating
to think about, but Keir had to spend
actual human minuteslearning theline,
"Piers, it feelslikewe'reinthetunnel at
the Emirates stadium about to come out
... S0 see you pitch-side!" in the mirror.
There is no dignity in being Labour
leader. Then we learned about Keir, Just
Keir: ahard, sad, but crucially not tragic
childhood; a sense of ruddy duty (the
word "duty" was mentioned three times
- we also had one "bootstraps’, one
mention of his "forensic PMQs", and
about five mentions of the word
"moisturiser”, which he uses daily); a

flawless academic record without being
smug about it; a classic har-har ho-ho
tearaway period during his adolescence
(two bad haircuts and the firm hint that
he might have once smoked ajoint); then
asmooth transition into proper tie-and-
ajob adulthood: lawyer, married, and
being on first-name termswith afamous
couple (the Clooneys). Beforethisaired
| was idly wondering "what sort of life
could Keir Starmer have lived to make
theBritish publiclikehim?', and it turned
out he already had lived it. He just ne-
glected to tell anyone for the last year
and a half.As an episode of television,
it wasn't great - mawkish, paint-by-num-
bers sentimentality, chummy pre-
planned banter, that particular brand of
sycophancy Morgan so excels in, and
some really quite unbearable football
chat along the way (Starmer is appar-
ently a"combative midfield genera with
asilky left foot", and just from that de-
scriptor alonel feel like | know the man
- exactly how he moves over the
Astroturf, exactly how hard he clunks
into tackles, exactly how pink he goes
after two minutes of running, the exact
promptness with which he sends out a
PayPal link for the £9 each the pitch cost

for 45 minutes, the one you had to catch
two trains and a bus to but is very near
his work). But as a PR move, | haveto
concede it was a smart one, at least for
the hundred-or-so non-journalists who
might have seenit. Ahal PiersMorgan's
Life Stories said, for 14 months you
thought Keir Starmer had no personal-
ity at all. Well, get this: hevery slightly
doeshaveone, actually!But if this semi-
successful pivot to being slightly likable
onITV ispart of anew Labour strategy
to actually say things and not be weird
about it, then the message has not yet
filtered through to Batley and Spen in
Yorkshire, where Kim Leadbeater (with
the support of Anneliese Dodds) islay-
ing the groundwork for an upcoming
byelection. "People are really keen to
have a conversation with Labour about
national issues, and loca ones, too,"
Dodds said this week, in a strange, a-
most haunting campaign video that made
mefed likel wasexperiencing somekind
of sleep paralysis vision. "They're re-
aly pleased to hear from Labour," she
continued, as reality started to shake
around me. "They want to have a dis-
cussion about their views about L abour,
and what they want us to be
doing."Leadbeater's pamphlet wasn't
much better: "l am listening to local
people,” it promised, semi-ominoudly. "l
will act ontheissuesyouraise." Yesthat's
.. that'swhat an MP is supposed to do,
isn'tit? It'sasif you went to arestaurant
where the owner earnestly and repeat-
edly promised to cook whatever itisyou
order and serve it to you so you can eat
it. What's on the menu? "No menu,”" a
ghost inthe body of awaiter saysto you.
"We just listen to what you want - what
local people want." A burger, maybe?
Chips?"Labour promisesto do its abso-
lute best to listen to you and make you
some chips." All right, well. Cheers.

Imran Khan promised us press freedom
In Pakigtan. NOWJournallsts are under attack

25 Hamid Mir

nce upon a time, Imran Khan

and | used to fight for press

freedom together in Pakistan.
In November 2007, when then military
ruler General Pervez Musharraf imposed
a state of emergency and banned me
from appearing ontelevision, Khan was
among the few politicians who stood
by me. | took my popular political
talkshow on to the streets of 1slamabad,
where large crowds would come and
hear us speak live, and Khan was a
regular guest. "When | become prime
minister," he promised, "journalistswill
have true press freedom."Now | have
been taken off the air once again, but
thistime Khanisthe primeminister. The

ban cameimmediately after | spoke out
at a protest for press freedom in
Islamabad. Journalists, lawyers and
civil society activists were there to
show our solidarity with Asad Ali Toor,
ajournalist who was attacked last week
inside his own home. Three men came
in, tied him up, and beat him severely.
The attackers, Toor said, identified
themselves as being from the Inter-Ser-
vices I ntelligence agency.In my speech
at the protest, | delivered awarning to
the attackers. If they continue to enter
our homes and attack us, | said, we
won't stay quiet. | didn't name any in-
dividual or organisation. This is the
real tragedy of Pakistan today. The
country is being run by unknown
people. Everyone knowswho they are,
but no one dares identify them. From
the shadows, they evade accountabil-
ity. Despite the presence of CCTV foot-
age, which shows three men matching

Why the World Economic Forum does not
takeapubllcstand against injustice

hat do you do when violent conflict
Werupts, innocent people get killed, and
human rightsare being violated? | be-

lieve any person with a heart and amoral com-
pass would feel compelled to condemn the ag-
gressors. Not doing so feels wrong on a moral
level, and could raise the risk of further escala-
tion. Arewe misguided then, asan international
institution, to not speak out unequivocally
when conflicts emerge, and innocent people
suffer? Are we "hiding" behind our
impartiality?My personal conviction goes
strongly towards speaking up. | grew up in Ger-
many during and just after WW?2, and among the
most impactful mora lessonsweweretaught were
those of the pastor Martin Niemdller. Herepented
for having done nothing and warned of the con-
sequences. "Finally they came for me," he said
of being detained in 1938, "and there was no one
left, to speak out for me." To me, his lesson was
not so much about the personal price we may

| oneday pay for not speaking
up in asimilar situation, but

the societal price we pay col-
lectively wheninjusticeisan-
swered with silence. Theim-
plication was clear: personal
morality isthe cornerstone of
ajust society, anditistherole
of every one of us to speak
up when ethical boundaries
are crossed, whatever our
background or function. Our
collectivefatedependsonit.It
may seem a contradiction
then, that the organization |

2z Klaus Schwa more

than
50 years ago, as a rule does not publicly speak
up as an ingtitution when injustice occurs. Many
of usintheorganization'sleadership have wanted
often to take a stand, yet we almost never have.
The World Economic Forum has not issued pub-
lic condemnationswhen wars broke out, regimes
committed crimes, or authoritarian, racist or xe-
nophobic |eaders came to power. Why?The rea-
son is that we play another role in our quest to
help and improve the state of the world. It isthe
role of bridge builder, that of impartial and inde-
pendent broker, not only between the public and
private sector, but also where possible between
opposing political forces. Itisarolethat ismost
successful when it happens behind the scenes
and without public noise. Nevertheless, it iscru-
cial to establishing a world of peace, coopera-
tion and shared prosperity, and it critically de-
pends on not taking a public stance. Throughout

our history, we have grown organi icaly intothis
role. Asweareat our origin an economic forum,

we attracted parties that came of very different
backgrounds: competing companies, but also
opposing political partiesand geopolitical rivals.
They found in us a platform where they could
speak about something that connected them,
rather than something that pitted them against
each other. And it allowed us over timeto bring
parties together that otherwise would not
meet.Inthe 1980s, for example, political leaders
of Turkey and Greece convened in Davos and
used it as an informal forum to work towards
peace and collaboration. The same thing hap-
pened with the outgoing and incoming South
Africanleadership of FW. DeKlerk and Nelson
Mandela, theleaders of West and East Germany,
the leaders of Cyprus, and, during various eras,
political and later business leaders from Israel
and the Palestinian Territories.Impartiality and
neutrality are enshrined in our charter asanin-
ternational organization. Wealso built it into all
our governance rules, allowing people to asso-
ciate with the Forum independent of their race,
nationality, gender or political conviction, know-
ing that the purpose of the Forum isto improve
the state of the world through dialogue and ac-
tion-oriented collaboration.Ultimately, | am con-
vinced that our role as an impartial and inde-
pendent organization is the appropriate one. It
has alowed us at many occasions to convene
parties that could not even fathom to meet, and
to convince them to work towards peaceful co-
operation. We could do so, not astheresult of a
single action or statement, but thanks to the
consistent application of our impartiality prin-
ciple, eveninthemost difficult of circumstances.

the description of the attackers enter-
ing Toor's building, no one has been
arrested. Instead, a smear campaign
has been launched against him. He has
been accused of faking the attack, de-
spite the deep scars and bruises that
mark his body. Some have claimed it
was a "personal dispute”, that he had
been attacked by hisgirlfriend's broth-
ers. Toor replied to the latter with a
simple challenge: "If thisistrue, then
arrest those brothers and prove me
wrong."The attack on Toor wasthe | at-
est in along series of assaults on jour-
nalistsin the Pakistani capital. InApril,
my former colleague Absar Alam was
shot while walking in a park. In July
2020, Matiullah Jan was abducted for
several hours. The government claims
that Islamabad is the safest city in the
country, but as the media watchdog
Freedom Network Pakistan recently re-
ported, it has become the most danger-
ous city for the country's journalists.
The patternisdepressingly predictable.
It is always critical and independent-
minded journalists who are targeted.
The attacks come after a series of
threats. After the attack, the victim is
accused of faking the incident to seek
publicity or political asylum. Despite
the evidence, the attackers are never
caught. Instead, the victims are called
traitors and even made to face new
charges.Since the attack, the Federal
Investigation Agency, which routinely
harasses journalists, has summoned
Toor to answer new charges. Mean-
while, ajournalist on a previously un-
known newspaper hasfiled acomplaint
demanding that | be put ontrial for trea-
son. Thisisn't the first time I've faced
this situation. In 2014, | survived an
assassination attempt after being shot
six times. The doctors managed to re-
move four of the bullets. | still carry the
remaining two inside my body. Two
yearsearlier, apowerful bombwasdis-
covered under my car. | have never re-

ceived justice. Instead I've been vili-
fied for demanding it.l decided to speak
out last week because enough is
enough. Over the past year, there were
areported 148 cases of threats and at-
tacks against journalists. There is
heavy censorship - including the beep-
ing out of voices, shows suddenly
taken off the air and channels mysteri-
ously disappearing from screens.
Online, there are vicious and coordi-
nated cyberharassment campaigns.
When Imran Khan came to power, Pa-
kistan was ranked 139th on the World
Press Freedom Index. Now it stands at
145th. "Impunity for crimes of violence
against journalists is total," says Re-
porters Without Borders. Speaking on
the BBC last week, theinformation min-
ister, Fawad Chaudhry, comically
claimed: "We probably have more free
mediathan in thefirst world." Hisown
ministry has proposed a new law, the
Pakistan Media Development Author-
ity ordinance 2021, that would makethe
juntain Myanmar proud.Under thislaw,
all spacesfor journalism would be sub-
ject to draconian provisions. A tribu-
nal, appointed by the ministry and not
the judiciary, would decide what can
and cannot be said. Any content could
be prohibited without notice or a hear-
ing. Offenders would be punished by
up to threeyearsin prison and millions
of rupeesin fines. Banning me is just
the beginning. There is a lot more to
come.When the management of Geo
News called meto say they werefacing
pressure to take me off the air, | didn't
blame them. The channel's owner, Mir
Shakil-ur-Rahman, spent 241 days be-
hind bars on what Human Rights Watch
condemned as "politically motivated"
charges. | do want to ask prime minis-
ter Khan if he remembers the promise
he made to me 14 years ago. Will he
stand with journalists now, as he did
then, or will he take the side of the en-
emies of pressfreedom?
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GST Council may decideon IGST levy on oxygen  Bitcoin'sfizzling 2021 returns
concentratorsimported for personal useon May 28

Mumbai, June12: TheGST Coun-
cil isitsupcoming meeting, sched-
uledtobeheld on May 28, islikely
totakeacall onlevy of 12 per cent
tax on import of oxygen concentra-
tors for personal use.The Delhi
High Court last week said that im-
position of 12 per cent Integrated
GST (IGST) on oxygen concentra-
tors for personal use or those re-
ceived as gifts is
"unconstitutional".According to
the RBI's customary study of state
finances, thetotal capex roll-out by
all statesstood at Rs4.97 lakh crore
in FY 20, down 20% from the BE of
Rs 6.22 lakh crore.States capex
down annually despite March
spike; tax transfersby Centre, GST
aid help avoid a sharper fallNew
Delhi believes that it has a strong
case and the verdict of the appel-
late body, when it comes, should
goinitsfavour.Incentivesfor R&D:
New foreign trade policy to retain
key schemes despite WTO
troubleThe Court's observation
cameon apleafiled by an 85-year
old COVID patient whose relative
had sent oxygen concentrator from
theUS.It also quashed aMay 1 no-
tification of the Finance Ministry
which said that a 12 per cent IGST
will be levied on oxygen concen-
trators imported for personal use
or gift.Sources said the final deci-
sion on this issue would be taken
by the Council initsupcoming mest-
ing on Friday.Tax experts said that
the Council may decide to exempt
IGST on such imports as the rev-
enue implications would not be
much.Abhishek Jain, Tax Partner,

EY, said, the government had al-
ready provided exemption from
IGST onfreeimport of oxygen con-
centratorsfor COVID relief by any
state government or any agency

the nation's fundamental
principles."Lowering prices for
Covid related materia is needed,
and neutralising tax on all suchim-
portsis one such effective method
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authorised by the
government."The Delhi High Court
has beneficially extended the ben-
efit of thisIGST exemption to per-
sonal import as giftsfor individual
use aswell. Given the enormity of
the pandemic situation and asalife
saving measure and given that the
revenue loss for the government
may not be significant, the govern-
ment may consider accepting the
judgement and extending the ben-
efit," Jain added AMRG & Associ-
ates Senior Partner Rajat Mohan
said collecting tariffs on medical
equipment, medicines, and vac-
cines, scarcity of which isleading
to the death of millions, is against

that would have an immediate
trickle-down effect on the entire
supply chain," Mohan added.The
council inits May 28 meeting also
likely to discuss tax rate cuts on
Covid essentials, besides compen-
sation shortfall of states. Opposi-
tion parties Congress and
Trinamool Congress had de-
manded that all life-saving drugs,
equipment and instruments re-
quired to treat COVID-19 patients
must be exempted from GST.The
Centre had earlier ruled out exempt-
ing COVID vaccines, medicines
and oxygen concentrators from
levy of GST tax saying such an ex-
emption will make the lifesaving

Hindustan Unilever CMD'ssalary
drops21% to Rs15.36 cr in fiscal 2021

items costlier for consumers as
manufacturers will not be able to
offset the taxes paid on
inputs.Currently, domestic supplies
and commercia importsof vaccines
attract a5 per cent Goods and Ser-
vices Tax (GST), while COVID
drugs and oxygen concentrators
attract a 12 per cent levy.The gov-
ernment had on May 1 slashed
IGST rate to 12 per cent, from 28
per cent, for import of concentra-
torsfor persona use. The reduced
rate would be applicable up to June
30.IGST rate on import of oxygen
concentrator for commercial usetoo
istaxed at 12 per cent.Under Goods
and ServicesTax (GST), thetax lev-
ied on consumption of goodsor ren-
dering of service is split 50:50 be-
tween the Centre and the state. Such
taxisknownasCentrd-GST or CGST
and State-GST or SGST.On inter-
state movement of goods aswell as
imports, an Integrated-GST or IGST
islevied, which accruesto the Cen-
tre. Theamount paid as|GST canbe
utilised by businesses for claiming
credit whilemaking CGST or SGST
payments at the time of actud sde.

start tolag mamstream assels

Mumbai, June 12 : Thereturns
from Bitcoin this year are slid-
ing below traditional assets as
cryptocurrencies struggle to
claw back ground lost in a rout
in May.The largest token
tumbled almost 6% at one point
in Asian trading Tuesday and
was at atwo-week low of about
$33,000 as of 1:07 p.m. in Hong
Kong. Thewider Bloomberg Gal-
axy Crypto Index fell asmuch as
10%.Bitcoin isstill up 14% this
year but that trails commodities
as well as some European and

Asian share gauges. The proximal cause
of Tuesday's weakness was unclear --
one theory was that the recovery of a
high-profile Bitcoin ransom by the U.S.
showed the token isn't beyond official
control to the extent claimed by its big-
gest proponents.The fact that investiga-
tors"could trace the untraceable and seize
it might be undermining the libertarian,
free-of-government-control case," said
Jeffrey Halley, a senior market analyst at
Oanda. Theimplications of that may have
provoked the selling, hesaid. The U.S. re-
covered amost al the Bitcoin ransom paid
to the perpetrators of the cyber attack on
Colonial Pipeline Co. last monthinasign

that law enforcement is capable of pursu-
ing online criminals even when they oper-
ate outside the nation's borders.Strategists
suchasHalley and EvercorelSl'sRich Ross
are watching key technical levels for
Bitcoin. Halley said abreak below $30,000
could lead to "another capitulation." Ross
sees a test of support around
$29,000.Bitcoin has plunged from apesk of
amost $65,000in mid-April, casting apall
over the cryptocurrency sector. The sell of f
was exacerbated by billionaire Elon
Musk's public rebuke of the amount of
energy used by the serversunderpinning
the token. Harsh Chineseregulatory over-
sight also soured the mood.

Sugar stocksextend rally; Balrampur,
Triveni, EID Parry hit record highs

BSE.OnWorld Environment Day (June5),
PrimeMinigter NarendraM odi announced
that the target of 20 per cent ethanol-
blended petrol has been advanced by five
yearsto 2025 to cut pollution and reduce
import dependence. Ethanal extracted from
sugarcaneaswe|l asdamaged food grains
such as wheat and broken rice and agri-
culture waste is less polluting and its use
also provides farmers with an alternate
source of income." Sugar industry is well
poised to benefit both from global and do-
mestic factors. A tight global demand-

New Delhi, June12: FMCG major Hindustan Unilever's
Chairman and Managing Director Sanjiv Mehta's annual
grosssalary declined 20.9 per cent to Rs 15.36 crorein the
pandemic-hit FY 21, according to the company's annual
report.Mehta's remuneration included Rs 11.19 crore as
salary and allowances, a bonus of Rs 2.02 crore, perqui-
sites of Rs 1.69 crore and Rs 0.44 crore as contribution to
his provident fund, as per the report.In FY 20, Mehta's to-
tal incomewas Rs 19.42 crore, which included asalary of
Rs12.46 crore, adlong with abonus of Rs3.31 crore, perqui-
sites of Rs 3.20 crore and Rs 0.45 crore as contribution to
PF, superannuation and consultancy fees.It was an in-
crease of 2.86 per cent from FY 19, the annual report of
Hindustan Unilever Ltd (HUL) said.Earlier in FY 19, Mehtas
grosssalary wasreduced to Rs18.88 crore.In FY 21, HUL's
managing director, whole-timedirectors and key manage-
rial personnel together took a gross salary of Rs 36.13
croreThisincludes the gross salary of CMD Mehta, CFO
Srinivas Phatak, Executive Director - Legal and Corporate
AffairsDev Bgjpai and Executive Director - Supply Chain
Wilhelmus Uijen.Mehta's salary was 122 times higher than

Congder including
Hydrogen Fue Cdl EVs
under FAME I1: Dehi
High Court to DHI

Mumbai, June 12 : The Delhi High Court hasdirected the
Department of Heavy Industries to consider including
Hydrogen Fuel Cell electric vehiclesand Hydrogen refuel -
ling infrastructure under the scheme for Faster Adoption
and Manufacturing of Electric Vehiclesin India Phase I
(FAME India Phase I1). The court went on to also direct
the government to consider allocating unused funds from
the FAME Il schemefor promoting hydrogen fuel cell elec-
tric vehicles in the country, and construction and opera-
tion of refuelling stations.If hydrogen-powered vehicles
fall under the FAME 1| schemeand avail of theincentives,
manufacturers like Hyundai and Toyota could consider
bringing their vehicleslikethe ToyotaMirai and Hyundai
Nexoto India.Hydrogen fuel cell-powered vehiclesoffer a
greater driving rangein comparison to battery electric ve-
hicles (for example, an FCEV would deliver about 650 km
range as compared to about 400 km of aBEV), take only
about 2-3 minutes to refudl, and emit nothing but water
through thetail pipe. Detall sof thepleafiled onthesubject: The
plea, filed by Advocate Ashwini Kumar, stated that the FAME
India Scheme aims at encouraging domestic manufacture of
el ectric vehiclesand to promote and createamarket for elec-
tric vehiclesin India The pleafurther statesthat the primary
objectives of the FAME scheme are to reduce the depen-
dence on petroleum resources, counter theimpact of internal
combustion engine vehicles on the environment, and keep
pace with the gradual shift of the automobile industry to-
wards aternate fuelsincluding eectric vehicles. The FAME
scheme has not been able to adequately utilise its budget
towards the adoption of electric vehicles and, for example,
out of atotal budget of Rs 700 crore for setting up charging
infrastructure only Rs 20 crore have been disbursed in the
perlod from 2019 upto 10th February 202, the pleastat&;

the median remuneration of HUL employeesin
FY 21.Uijen'ssalary was 64.51 timesthe median
remuneration. CFO Phatak salary was 56.59 times
and Bajpai's salary 43.93 times higher than the
median remuneration.Asof March 31, 2021, HUL
had 8,525 permanent employees on the rolls of
the company." The percentageincreasein theme-
dian remuneration of Employeesfor thefinancial
year was 2.6 per cent," said HUL.The average
increase made in the salaries of employees other
than the manageria personnel inthefinancial year
was 3.4 per cent."This has been a challenging
year for al our employees, especialy thoseinthe
frontline and factories, asthey have strived hard
to serve the nation by ensuring that our produc-
tion and distribution of essential commoditiesruns
smoothly," said HUL.InFY 21, aone-time special
cash award was also granted to thefrontline sales
force and factory-based employees, it added.

Mumbai, June 12 : Sharesof sugar com-
paniesralied for the second day inarow,
with Barampur Chini Mills, EID Parry and
Triveni Engineering & Industries hitting
their respectivedl-timehighsonthe BSE
inintra-day trade on Tuesday on astrong
outlook.Triveni Engineering hit a record
high of Rs 198 as the scrip rallied 18 per
cent today, up 31 per cent in the past two
trading days. The stock surpassed its pre-
vioushigh of Rs 196 touchedin December

2007. Barampur Chini Millssoared 6 per
cent to Rs 357, gaining 13 per cent intwo
days, whileEID Parry (India) wasup 5 per
cent at Rs 463, adding 10 per cent in the
last two sessions. Both these stocks sur-
passed their previous highs recorded in
May 2021.Shree Renuka Sugars, Magadh
Sugar & Energy, Dwarikesh Sugar Indus-
tries, Dhampur Sugar Mills and Dalmia
Bharat Sugar and Industries were up be-
tween 5 per cent and 10 per cent on the

supply situation, favourable govern-
ment policiesand push for higher etha-
nol blending in Indiawill keep the in-
ventory under control. In light of the
above, the short to the medium-term
outlook of the industry remains prom-
ising," DamiaBharat Sugar said onthe
outlook of the sugar
industry."Balrampur Chini Millsisthe
most efficient sugar company with sus-
tainable earnings and strong cash flow
generation. We believe the company
would increase shareholder's payout
(buybacks, dividend) to around 60 per
cent from the current 40 per cent payout.
We bdlieve the market recognises the big
opportunity in ethanol blending
programmeand the stock ispoised to com-
mand better valuation multiples,” ICICI
SecuritiessaidinaQ4FY 21 result update.

MBRDI hdpsprocurel10oxygen
concentratorsaspart of Cowd 19reief measures

Mumbai, June 12 : Mercedes-Benz
Research and Development Indiahas
announced new initiatives to ensure
the health, safety, and holistic
wellbeing of its employees and the
community in the midst of the second
wave of the Covid-19 pandemic
Mercedes-Benz Research and Devel -
opment India (MBRDI) has an-
nounced new initiatives to help sup-
port its employees and the commu-
nity during the second wave of Covid-
19. Theinitiativesareaimed to ensure
the health, safety, and holistic
wellbeing of its employees and the
larger community. MBRDI has col-
laborated with C-CAMP (Centre for
Cdlular and Molecular Platforms), the
German Consulate, Bengaluru,
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erage to vaccination programmes to
support our employees and their
families,"He added; "Empathy isthe
need of the hour and at MBRDI, we
are mindful that the communities
around us need to be supported in al
possible ways. It is both our honour
and duty to strengthen the larger relief
effortswith the procurement of oxygen
concentrators for the hospitals in
Karnataka."MBRDI is supporting its
employees by covering the cost of
covid-19veccinationfor al its6000 em-
ployees and their dependents. Addi-

tionally, MBRDI hascollaborated with
Apollo Clinic for its employees to be
provided with a home isolation
programme. Medica careand advisory
servicesfor twoweekswill beprovided
with daily monitoring, consultationwith
physicians, diet counselling, physio-
therapy sessions including breathing
techniques, daily critical vitals checks
and more under the plans free of
cost.Employees and their dependents
will be provided with additiond insur-
ance cover exclusively for Covid-19
treastment. Aninterna task forcehasdso
been set up at the MBRDI where em-
ployees are volunteering in assisting
colleaguesin distress. A 24x7 helpline
has been put in placeto providevirtua
medical teleconsultation, end-to-end
guidanceonthedoorstep RT-PCR swab
collection, and information on hospi-
tals and emergency services providing
medical assistanceto Covid-19 patients.
MBRDI employees will also be pro-
vided with support for mental and
emotional wellbeing with the Em-
ployee Assistance Programme now
providing free counselling. The entity
is also planning to provide free
healthy meals to be delivered to em-
ployees and their dependents who
have been affected by thevirusor in
quarantine.

India's economy will do
well once vaccination
reaches critical mass, says
Ashima Goyal

Mumbai, June 12 : AsIndiabattlesa"fearsome" second
COVID wave, she aso said the damage to the economy
due to lockdowns is much less and is unlikely to extend
beyond thefirst quarter of the current fiscal .| ndia'seconomy
will dowell oncevaccination reachesacritical massas pent
up demand, global recovery and easy financia conditions
will boogt activities, RBI'sMonetary Policy Committee(MPC)
member AshimaGoyal said on Tuesday.AsIndiabattlesa
"fearsome" second COV 1D wave, shea so said thedamage
to the economy due to lockdowns is much less and is un-
likely to extend beyond the first quarter of the current
fiscal.Lockdown woes: Joblessness rate near 1-year high;
unemployment up in rura aress; virus threat hits demand
for MGNERGSworkAccording tothe RBI bulletin, corpo-
rate performance, meanwhile, ispositioning itself for aturn
inthe business cycle.RBI bulletin: 'Demand shock biggest
toll of second Covid wave"India has the potentia to be a
centre of vaccine production and will be ableto ramp it up
soon. Once vacci nation reachesacritical mass, theeconomy
will dowell with pent up demand, global recovery and easy
financial conditions," shetold PTI inaninterview.Theemi-
nent economist said the current localized reversal of un-
locks has successfully bent the curve. "It isless disruptive
of supply chainssinceit is adapted to local conditionsand
need not go all the way to a full lockdown," Goyal
said.Recently, S& P Global Ratings dashed India's GDP
growth forecast for the current financial year to 9.8 per cent
saying the second COVID wave may derail abudding re-
covery in the economy and credit conditions. According to
Fitch, Indiasreal GDP isexpected to grow 9.5 per cent in
2021-22 (April 2021 toMarch 2022).

From Train Cancellations to Disaster Management
Cdll, steps by Indian Railways to face Tauktae cyclone

Rhenus Logistics, and Nayonika
Eyecare Charitable Trust. Its collabo-
rative efforts are said to have helped
intheprocurement of 110 oxygen con-
centrators of hospitals in
Karnataka.Manu Saale, Managing
Director and CEO, MBRDI said
"We've taken extensive measures
right from virtual medica consultation,
Covid-19 careleaves, insurance cov-

Mumbai, June12: Besides, in order to pre-
vent loss of life and damage to property,
the Safety Department has also reiterated
Disaster Management guidelines.Effortsare
onto ensure minimal timedisruption of any
railway operation aswell asearliest resump-
tion of services wherever temporary sus-
pension occurs due to safety reasons.
Tauktae cyclone: Piyush Goyal-led Indian
Railways is taking all measures to face

Tauktae cyclone. Recently, in view of the
Tauktae cyclone, several passenger train
services were cancelled by the national
transporter. Besides, in order to prevent 1oss
of life and damage to property, the Safety
Department has also reiterated Disaster
Management guidelines. Also, the Railway
Ministry has said that efforts are on to en-
sureminimal timedisruption of any railway
operation aswell as earliest resumption of

services wherever temporary suspension
occursdueto safety reasons. Following are
the steps taken by Indian Railwaysto face
Tauktae cyclone:According to the ministry,
zonal and divisional controls are currently
monitoring the situation. They are con-
stantly in touch with al stations in South-
ern Railway zone, South Western Railway
zone, Western Railway zone, Central Rail-
way zone and K onkan Railway zone.
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Northeast Frontier Railways

Devi Katraat 3:45 am every Wednesday toreach Kamakhyaat 11:30amon Friday. The
services of the Kamakhya - Ranchi specia express will resume from June 29 and
leave Kamakhya at 12 am every Tuesday to reach Ranchi at 2:45 pm on
Wednesday. The Ranchi - Kamakhya special expresswill be restored from June
30 and will leave Ranchi at 8:30 pm every Wednesday to reach Kamakhya at
11:30 pm on Thursday.

Two minor sisters found hanging

whilethe family members and relatives of the two girls claimed that they were
raped and killed.L ocals also said the two sisters were missing since Friday after-
noon. According to palice, thetwo girlswere found hanging from the branch of a
tree in a nearby forest area on Friday evening.The bodies of the minors were
spotted by the villagers on Friday evening at the hilltop around 1 km from the
village.L ocals said the entire family had gone to the paddy field for harvest and
returned around 4 pm but did not find thetwo girlsin the house When they did not
return, the family members started searching in the area and later some villagers
found their bodies hanging from atree in a nearby forest area atop a hill. They
suspect the two were raped and murdered. Police have started investigating the
case.Kokrajhar Additional Superintendent of Police Surjeet Singh Paneswar said
police are waiting for the post-mortem report.Various organizations have con-
demned the gruesome incident and demanded an investigation into the
case.Chairperson of Child Welfare Committee, Kokrajhar Malati Rani Brahmade-
manded ajudicial inquiry into the case.

Population explosion : Owaisi

speak for blaming poor & marginalised Here are the facts @himantabiswaAssam
hasalready achieved replacement levelsof TFR 2.1. National TFRis2.2. Insmple
words, there's no population explosion," he said, adding that per an economic
survey Assam was one of the States where population was growing by less than
1%.In another tweet, Mr Owais said: "Your govt should worry about skewed sex
ratio due to barbaric practice of sex-selective abortions. It's projected that even in
2036 Assam'ssex ratiowill still be serioudy skewed infavour of men. Therésaclear
need to fight against underlying sexist cultural idess.”

CITU activists stage a protest

home minister Amit Shah during his election campaigns at Sarbhog in Barpeta
onApril 4. Shah had promised that his government will not only revive the two
paper mills, but a so augment paper production Assam," said aCI TU leader."Now
they have made a U-turn on their promises by announcing the auction of the
two paper mills. A suitable revival package should be prepared to protect the
two paper millsand the employees," he said. The Nagaon Paper Mill in Morigaon
district hasbeen closed (without notice) since March 13, 2017, whilethe Cachar
Paper Mill in Hailakandi district has been closed (also without notice) since
October 20, 2015.0ver 2,500 employees of both the mills have not received
salariesfor over four years.Recently, the Joint Action Committee of Recognized
Unions (JACRU) alleged that 88 poverty stricken employees of the two mills
have died being unableto afford medical treatment, while four of have commit-
ted suicide." The government should take necessary step to revive the two
defunct paper mills. Many workerswho are associated with the paper millsarein
bad condition and looking for a hope that the state government will revive the
paper mills," said aprotester.

5% GST on COVID vaccines

GST would belevied on Amphotericin B, the antifungal drug used for black fungus
treatment, NirmaaSitharaman said following the44th GST Council Mesting. "GST
on eectric furnaces and temperature checking equipment brought down to 5% and
on ambulances to 12%. These rates will be valid till September as against August
end recommended by the GoM," Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said on the
outcomeof the44th GST Council meeting. Thespecia duty cutswould beapplicable
till September 30, 2021.Sitharaman said that though the GoM recommended therate
cutstill August, the council decided to keepit till September end and later decideif
further extension wasrequired.|n another major move, the GST rate on ambulances
has been reduced to 12% from the previous 28%.

Congress first love is Pakistan

loveof Congress. Inatwest, Singh said, "Congress first loveisPakistan. Digvijaya
Singh conveyed Rahul Gandhi”smessageto Pakistan. Congresswill help Pakistan
in grabbing Kashmir."The chat was released on Twitter by a handle
@L eaksClubhouse (ClubHouse L eaks). Interestingly, the Twitter profile of Club-
house Leaks mentioned that the handle has been created today.In the chat,
Singh said, "Decision of revoking 370 and reducing statehood of Jammu and
Kashmir was an extremely sad decision and the Congress party would cer-
tainly relook the decision.”

No foreign travellers for Hajj

some 2.5 million pilgrimsusedtovist theholiest Stesof Idamin Meccaand Medina
for theweek-long ha, and thelesser, year-round umrah pilgrimage, which atogether
earned the kingdom about $12 billion ayesr, according to officia data
Defence Ministry okays policy

reports such as the Henderson Brooks-Bhagat report, an operationa review of
the 1962 war with China, which is still classified, will automatically be made
public. The government can still decide what to share with the National Archives
even after the 25-year period.The Defence Ministry's statement also mentioned
that itsHistory Division will be responsible for coordination with various depart-
mentsto compile and seek approval and publish thewar/operationshistories. The
compilation will be done by acommittee headed by a Joint Secretary in the De-
fence Ministry and will alsoinclude representatives of theArmy, Navy and theAir
Force, the External AffairsMinistry, Home Ministry and " other organisationsand
prominent military historians (if required)".The policy haslaid down timelinesto
be followed to compile al such records. The committee will have to be formed
"within two years of completion of war/operations' and after that "collection of
records and compilation should be completed in three years and disseminated to
all concerned". Sources mentioned that till now the official recordsof each opera-
tion or war werenot available at one central location, whichthispolicy will remedy,
by going through all relevant documents." The requirement of having war histo-
ries written with clear cut policy on declassification of war records was recom-
mended by Kargil Review Committee headed by K Subrahmanyam aswell asNN
VohraCommitteein order to analyse lessons learnt and prevent future mistakes,"
the statement mentioned, and added that the recommendation by the Group of
Ministers on national security after Kargil "also mentioned the desirability of
authoritative war history”.The ministry stated that the timely publication of war
histories will give people "accurate account of the events, provide authentic
material for academic research and counter the unfounded rumours'.

Oldest male chimpanzee dies

wildis33years whileitisbetween 50 and 60 yearsunder human care, thezoo said.Cobby
was integrd in bringing together the San Francisco Zoo's chimpanzee population,
officidssad, and acted likethee der of thetroop. *Cobby wasapart of SanFrancisco,”
said TanyaM. Peterson, executivedirector of the San Francisco Zoological Society, in
astatement. " Hetouched so many lives, and people have so many memoriesof him.
Heisirreplaceable, and our hearts are broken. We will all miss seeing his handsome
grey beard watching over usfrom thetop platform of theyard.”

Football Player, Referee and Social
Activist Ramesh Jitani Passes Away

Golaghat, Jun 12: A football player, referee and social activist from Golaghat
Ramesh Jitani passed away yesterday. He was 61. Jitani was associated with
several socia organisations. Hewasthe Secretary of of Town Hindi High School
Golaghat and also hewasthe President of Jr. BengenakhowaBoysClub. Heleft
behind hiswife, son and daughter and many other relatives.

Supreme Court regects plea
seeking loan moratorium, interest
waiver from Centre

New Delhi, June12: Theapex court struck down the pleastating thereliefs
sought by the petitioners are in the realm of policymaking and "we are not
experts on matters of finance".A bench headed by Justice Ashok Bhushan
said that the top court cannot do ajudicial review of the Centre's financial
policy decision unlessit ismalafide and arbitrary.A bench headed by Justice
Ashok Bhushan said that the top court cannot do ajudicial review of the
Centre'sfinancial policy decision unlessitismalafide and arbitrary.The Su-
preme Court on June 11 rejected apleathat sought |oan moratorium, interest
waiver, and financial reliefs from the Government of India. The apex court
struck down the plea stating the reliefs sought by the petitioners are in the
realm of policymaking and "we are not experts on matters of finance"."Itis
not for courts to dictate government policies, the SC observed, adding that
the government has "so many things to do; it has to vaccinate people and
attend to migrant workers also".The petitioners had sought relief from the
SC on account of the second wave of the COVID-19 pandemic. They had
cited economic distressand job lossesto back their plea. The Supreme Court
had earlier in March struck down asimilar bunch of pleasinvolving interfer-
ence with the Centre'sand the Reserve Bank of India(RBI's) decision to not
extend the loan moratorium beyond August 31, 2020, stating it is a policy
decision.A bench headed by Justice Ashok Bhushan said that the top court
cannot do ajudicia review of the Centre'sfinancial policy decision unlessit
is malafide and arbitrary. The Bench had said it cannot interfere with the
government'sdecision tofix prioritiesfor relief during the pandemic which
has affected all across the country and the government has been under
severe financial constraints.

Timbers, band saw seized by
forest personnel

Guwabhati, June 12 : A vehicle loaded with teak sawn timbers was de-
tected at Bangha in Karimganj on Thursday. Range Officer, Sadar and
AFPF personnel seized thevehiclefully loaded with timbersand brought it
tothe Divisional Forest Office. During interrogation of thedriver, it cameto
light that thetimberswereloaded in Mizoram and passed through Hailakandi
district. In another incident that took place on Thursday, forest personnel
under Barpeta Road Range detected anillegal band saw mill at Karekun area
under Sarbhog Beat Office and brought the machinery and other equipment
under its safe custody.

Mask and Sanitizers Distributed

Golaghat, Jun 12: Today ayoung professional working at areputed Mo-
tor Car Company visited Golaghat District Journalist Association office
and Golaghat M edia Forum office and distributed masks and hand sanitizers
among the media persons. Parasmoni Bhattacharya who is working as
General Manager ( Sales), KrishnaHyundai, Golaghat and Bokakhat stated
that his father was a journalist and he had seen the hard work, courage,
dedication of the journalists and also the hard times they have to suffer
since his childhood. In this pandemic situation like the doctors and other
medical staff, journalists and the policeforce are aso working as Frontline
Covid Warriors taking risk of their lives. So as a mark of respect to their
service he has offered these masks and hand sanitizersto the media persons
and the police force in Golaghat today.

Prabha K haitan Foundation Presents'Kitaab'-
theAll IndiaLaunch Of Lord Jeffrey Archer's

Book 'Turn aBlind Eye' in North-east
Guwahati, June 12 : PrabhaKhaitan Foundation today hosted 'Kitaab',
marking the Indialaunch of Lord Jeffrey Archer'sBook ‘'Turn aBlind Eye'
in north-east. 'Kitaab' provides a platform to authorsto display and show-
case their newest literary works before a discerning audience and the
media through tastefully curated book launches. The newest novel in
Jeffrey Archer'slatest seriesisreason for excitement for those who have
apenchant for the author's attention to detail. " Prabha Khaitan Founda-
tionisdedicated to promoting Indian culture. Under theinitiative 'Kitaab',
Prabha K haitan Foundation has curated literary sessions across the coun-
try and even in different parts of the globe. We are glad to launch our
initiativesin north-east with Guwahati, our 38th city; and open the doors
to promote therich culture of north-east India. "TurnaBlind Eye' by Lord
Jeffrey Archer isacozy crimethriller and yet another outstanding instal -
ment of Jeffrey Archer's William Warwick series’, said MsManishaJain,
Communications & Branding Chief, Prabha Khaitan Foundation. "Turna
Blind Eye' awell-written, absorbing book. Thisisthe third instal ment of
William Warwick. It can be read as a standalone book but it would be
much better to read the first two books as this is a series worth reading
from page one. About the Author: Now published in 97 countries and
morethan 33 languages, Jeffrey Archer isfirmly established as one of the
world's bestselling authors, with international sales passing 275 million
copies. Heisthe only author ever to have been anumber one bestseller
in fiction (nineteen times), short stories (four times) and non-fiction
(The Prison Diaries). The 'Kitaab' initiative has hosted some of the
greatest stalwarts from the world of words, and is focused on creating
aplatform for aspiring talent. Kitaab provides a platform for authorsto
display and showcase their literary works. Through Kitaab, Prabha
Khaitan Foundation has launched books by renowned writers like Dr
Shashi Tharoor, Vir Sanghvi, Pavan Verma, Salman Khurshid, Sunita
Kohli & Anupam Kher to name afew.

Online poetry competition vorganised
North Lakhimpur, June 12: Lakhimpur district multi-lingual poets meet
is going to organise a state-level online poetry competition which is
open for all and will be held In three languages - English, Assamese and
Hindi, Lakhimpur district multi-lingual poets' meet President Mohan
Kumar Das and General Secretary Rupjyoti Dutta informed in a press
release today. They further informed, in the rel ease, that the competitors
can send their self-composed poemswritten in one language only within
June 27,2021 to the address -- Ratan Stores,Malpani Chariali,P.O.- North
Lakhimpur, District- Lakhimpur, PIN - 787001 or Whatsapp number--
8634706342. Certificateswill be sent to thewinnersin their addresses by
post after declaring the results of the competition. The results will be
published in the newspapers. An anthology of poetry will be published
with the selected poems of the competition in near future, the President
and the General Secretary of the organization stated in the release.

Transport Minister inspects Azara
and Changsari Railway Yards

Guwahati, June 12 : Transport Minister Chandra M ohan Patowary visited
theAzaraRailway Yard, Changsari Railway Yard and FCI Godown today to
inspect the unloading of goods. Transport Department in collaboration with
Railway and FCI officials have been working relentlessly to ensure uninter-
rupted supply of essential commoditiesin the state. From May 3 till today,
722 railway rakes have been unloaded engaging 67,347 labourers and dis-
patched 45,479 trucks to various parts of the state. Transport Minister
Patowary has commended the dedicated service of the people engaged in
thistask and appreciated their endeavor to make essential s goods including
medicines available in every nook and corner of the state. Transport Com-
missioner Adil Khan and other senior officialswere present during the visit.

Shillong- distributes food items t endors
FDA regectsemergency use authorization
for Bharat Biotech'sCovaxin jab

New Delhi, June 12 : Thisdevelopment comesat atimewhen Bharat Biotech
isunder criticism in Indiafor not sharing data from its phase 3 clinical trials
almost six months after the company'svaccinewasincluded in India'simmuni-
zation programme (Photo: Twitter@BharatBiotech) This devel opment comes
at atime when Bharat Biotech is under criticismin Indiafor not sharing data
fromitsphase 3 clinical trialsamost six months after the company's vaccine
was included in India's immunization programme (Photo:
Twitter@BharatBiotech) The US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has
rejected Bharat Biotech's proposal for an emergency use authorization (EUA)
of its covid vaccine, delaying the company's vaccine launch in that country.
Ocugen, the US partner of Bharat Biotech, on Thursday said the company will
now be seeking afull approval of Covaxin. Thisis a consequence of the US
FDA asking the company to launch an additional trial so that the company can
filefor aBiologicsLicence Application (BLA), whichisafull approval."The
FDA provided feedback to Ocugen regarding the Master File the Company
had previously submitted and recommended that Ocugen pursue a BLA sub-
mission instead of an EUA application for itsvaccine candidate and requested
additional information and data," said a statement from Ocugen to NY SE.
Adding that the company is in discussions with the FDA on the additional
documentsrequired to clear itsapplication. "Whilethiswill extend our timelines,
weare committed to bringing Covaxintothe US," said Shankar Musuniri, chief
executive of Ocugen. Thisdevelopment comesat atime when Bharat Biotech
isunder criticism in Indiafor not sharing data from its phase 3 clinical trials
almost six months after the company'svaccinewasincluded in India'simmuni-
zation programme.The company has been betting on being able to launch its
vaccine in regulated markets as it looks to gain validation at a time where
authorization of acovid vaccine from WHO or aregulator such as USFDA or
the European Union is needed to cross borders. At present, several countries
do not recognize the Bharat Biotech vaccine, and those who have received
two doses of the vaccine are considered "unvaccinated” in some
countries.Ocugen's rejection of emergency authorization is because the com-
pany submitted partial datafrom the Covaxintrial only in March thisyear, but
the USFDA last month came out with arevised guideline for covid vaccine
approval that said it will no longer grant emergency authorization to new
applications. Despitethisrevised guidelinefrom FDA, Ocugen in astatement
toinvestorson 26 May said that the company will beeligibleto submititsEUA
in June." Since we have been in discussions with the FDA since late last year,
we do not believe that the FDA's recently revised guidance regarding EUAS
raisesany concernsabout our ability to submit the EUA for Covaxin as planned,
which is currently in process and which we expect to submit to the FDA in
June. We believe that the FDA's new guidance confirms that Ocugen contin-
ues to meet al criteriafor submission of an EUA," the company's statement
from 26 May said.Bharat Biotech did not immediately respond to an email
seeking comment. In India, too, the company delayed itstimelineto releasethe
phase 3 data. In a statement to wire agency ANI, the company said that it will
releaseresultsfromitsphase 3 datain July (the earlier timelinewas June). The
phase 3 data is crucia for the company, as only with those results can the
company seek emergency approval from the World Health Organisation. An
emergency approval from the WHO will allow the company to export itsvac-
cines, besides granting the much-needed validation that is required for the
vaccine to be considered as part of a "vaccine passport".Vaccine passport or
immunity passports are becoming areality as countries open their bordersfor
non-essential travel to fully vaccinated individuals.

"Jumla, Links To Ration

Mafia": Union Minister On
Delhi Ration Scheme

New Delhi, June12: Union Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad on Friday attacked
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal over his plansfor doorstep delivery of
food rations in the national capital, labelling it "jumla’ (afalse promise) and
accusing the ruling Aam Aadmi Party of linksto the "ration mafia'.A furious
Mr Prasad also demanded to know why Delhi had still not implemented the
centre's 'one nation, one ration card' scheme that, he said, ensures economi-
cally weaker sections get subsidised food grains and protects against corrup-
tion by linking distribution to the Aadhaar card's biometrics." This ration de-
livery to homessoundslikeanovel idea... but if you check the detail syou will
find loopholes and possibilities for corruption. Is this what Arvind Kejriwal
wants? Do you (Mr Kejriwal) want to break the law and fool the people?' Mr
Prasad shouted at assembled reporters.He also mocked Mr Kejriwal because
"heistalking about home delivery when hefailed to provide oxygen" - acruel
swipe at horrific scenes during the peak of the second Covid wave, when the
centre and state struggled (and squabbled) to provide medical oxygen for pa
tientson life support.”Arvind Kegjriwal istalking about home delivery of ration
when hefailed to provide oxygen to the people of Delhi. The Delhi government
isunder the control of the ration mafia," Mr Prasad raged."We introduced 'one
nation, one ration card' based on Aadhaar... people can get their ration at fair
price shops anywhere in the country, and can even divide portions with family
back home... sad to say only three states have not implemented - Delhi, Bengal
and Assam," he said.Food ration centresin Delhi ran out of stock last week after
distributing to non-ration card holdersMr Prasad explained the delay in BJP-
ruled Assam and in Bengal - "where Mamata didi has problems with central
policies’. "But what isthe problemwith Delhi and Kgjriwal 7' heasked."Heta ks
dimeto the dozen about ration cards and providing rationsto the poor, but why
have you not implemented the scheme? What is your problem?' the Union
Minister shouted again.”If thereisa'lokpriya, or 'people's, Chief Minister and a
full majority... what is stopping them? Del hi government wantsthe centreto do
the work... al they want to do is give speecheson TV," he said.Last week the
centre blocked a doorstep food rations delivery scheme Delhi said would ben-
efit 72 lakh people past the economic hardship - loss of jobs and wages - as a
result of thelockdown.Initially Mr Kejriwal tweeted: "Mr Prime Minister, what
kind of an arrangement do you have with the ration mafia that you had to stop
theKgriwal government's'Ghar Ghar Ration Scheme'?'Daysl|ater an apparently
now-subdued Chief Minister wrote to the Prime Minister to seek his help in
overturning the centre's decision to block the doorstep delivery of food
rations.The AAP government in Delhi had cleared the proposal to allow home
delivery of rationsin July last year; it was one of the promises made by the party
in the run-up to the February assembly polls.
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Novak Djokovic reaches French Open Michael Holding critical
final with epic win over Rafael Nadal

London, June 11 : For the second
time in eight months, Rafael Nadal
welcomed his greatest rival into his
Parisian lair. In last year's French
Open final Nadal laid waste to
Novak Djokovic in three brutal sets,
but the world No 1 had no intention
of allowing history to repeat
itself.After losing the first five
games, Djokovic stood up to the

challenge in full, and the outcome
was one of the greatest wins he has
achieved in a career already
bursting with greatness."Definitely
the best match that I was part of
ever in Roland Garros for me, and
top three matches that [ ever played
in my entire career, considering the
quality of tennis, playing my
biggest rival on the court where he
has had so much success and has
been the dominant force in the last
15-plus years, and the atmosphere
which was completely electric,"”

said Djokovic. "For both players, a
lot of support. Just amazing."He
did what so few have done to Nadal
on Court Philippe Chatrier,
matching his level, equalling his
desire and then making him doubt
across a remarkable four hours and
11 minutes as he won 3-6, 6-3, 7-6
(5), 6-2 to reach his sixth French
Open final.With his momentous

victory, Djokovic inflicted only a
third career loss at Roland Garros
on Nadal in 108 matches and he will
compete for his second French
Open title in addition to a 19th grand
slam title, which would pull him to
within one of Nadal's and Roger
Federer's joint men's record.He will
meet Stefanos Tsitsipas, who
squandered a two-set lead against
Alexander Zverev before
demonstrating the full scale of his
mental fortitude by recovering from
0-40 down at the start of the fifth

set to reach his first grand slam final
with a 6-3, 6-3, 4-6, 4-6, 6-3
win. Tsitsipas barely held back tears
as he digested the achievement of
becoming the first Greek player to
reach a grand slam final: "This win
is the most important one of my
career so far," he said.Nadal had
arrived on court in combative
mood. He spent the first five games
of the match simply obliterating his
forehand, striking it with an
untouchable combination of pace,
spin and depth, while his defence
was impenetrable. Frustrated and
outplayed, for a second straight
year Djokovic trailed 0-5.ut this time
stood up to the challenge. He
finally began to catch hold of
Nadal's serve and he dragged it
back to 3-5. Although Nadal did
enough to serve out the set,
momentum  had shifted.
Throughout the second set,
Djokovic wrestled his way to the
baseline and he dictated an
increasing number of points. His
backhand was sublime and he
pinned Nadal in his backhand
corner while constantly lacing the
opposite baseline with his depth.
By the seventh game of the second
set, the intensity broke through the
roof but Djokovic held serve in a
tremendous 10-minute game for 5-
2, and he eventually took the
second set.As the third set began,
Djokovic remained on top of the
baseline, dictating so much of the
proceedings. He dragged Nadal off

Keir Starmer accuses Boris Johnson of
failure of leadership in anti-racism row

London, June 11 : Keir Starmer has
accused Boris Johnson of a lack of
courage over his reluctance to
condemn fans who boo England's
players for taking the knee and has
told the prime minister that his
"failure of leadership" undermined
the team's chances of success at
Euro 2020.The Labour leader, who
believes that Gareth Southgate has
shown Johnson how to be a leader,
said no football supporter should
boo their team and argued that
backing the players in their fight
against racism and discrimination
should not be a difficult choice for
those in positions of political
power.The row over the anti-racism
gesture has threatened to
overshadow the start of the
tournament and Starmer, who wants
the jeers to stop when England face
Croatia in their opening game at
Wembley on Sunday, has been left
unimpressed by Johnson's
conspicuous failure to take a
stronger stance after a section of
fans booed when Southgate's side
took the knee before recent
friendlies against Austria and
Romania at the Riverside
Stadium."The idea you boo the
team is completely wrong," Starmer
said. "This is a response to what is
an important collective decision by
the team about their expression of
their opposition to discrimination
and racism. That's the decision
they've taken and I think they're
right."All of us should support
them and all of us in a position to
do so should show leadership, as
Gareth Southgate has done, and
have the courage to call it out and
say it's the wrong thing to do. The
prime minister was wrong when he
refused to call it out. He didn't have
the guts to call it out, he hedged
his bets and in doing so he
undermined the team on the verge
of this competition."He didn't have
the courage to side with the players.
That is leadership. Compare and
contrast him and Gareth Southgate
on this. He didn't have the courage
to stand by the England team on
the verge of this competition and
he's wrong about that and that's a
failure of leadership."On Monday
the prime minister's official
spokesman appeared to offer
support to both sides of the debate
after being asked about the booing
before the Romania game. Johnson
"fully respects the right of those
who choose to peacefully protest
and make their feelings known", the
spokesman said, adding: "On
taking the knee, specifically, the
prime minister is more focused on
action rather than gestures."On
Friday No 10 moderated that view.
Asked if Johnson supports players
taking the knee, his spokesperson
said: "Yes. The PM respects the
right of all people to peacefully

protest and make their feeling
known about injustices." Asked if
he condemns fans booing, No 10
said: "The PM has spoken before
about his desire for everybody to
get behind the national team. The
PM would like to see everyone
getting behind the team to cheer
them on - not boo."But No 10
refused to correct the education
minister, Gillian Keegan, who said
taking the knee was
"divisive".Starmer, who spoke
about how the country came
together when England hosted
Euro 96, argued that those
comments raised doubts over
Johnson's character. "I think it tells
you a lot about the prime minister
and a lot about leadership," he said.
"The idea we should be opposed
to racism and discrimination is
fundamentally right. Rather than
hedging as the prime minister did,
without the courage to actually do
it, we should come out and say
they're right about that. They're
fundamental principles."tarmer
made his patriotic pride clear and

WK

"stand up to racism" for their other
two group games."I thought it was
a fantastic piece by Gareth
Southgate," Starmer said. "It spoke
to the pride I have in the England
football team. Every time I see
England play I have pride. That's
why I go and watch them play, and
desperately want them to do well."]
would encourage the prime minister
to read that piece by Gareth
Southgate if he hasn't done so and
actually have the courage to say
the right thing to do is support the
team when we've got a chance of
doing well. All of those players have
huge pride in their country and in
that sense they're in the same
position as the fans."England have
adiverse team and have connected
with most of the fanbase.
Manchester City's Raheem Sterling
has been a powerful anti-racism
voice and Marcus Rashford, the
Manchester United forward, forced
the government into U-turns over
free school meals last
year."Rashford and Sterling have
been shining examples of leadership

questioned Johnson's credentials
as a fan. "Unlike the prime minister
I'm a true football fan," he said. "I'm
a football fan who supports Arsenal
and England. I want both of them
to win and a fan doesn't boo his or
her own team. It's a fundamental
rule of being a fan."England's
players have vowed to continue
taking the knee before games.
Jordan Henderson, the vice-
captain, has said the booing shows
that racism remains a problem and
Southgate said the negative
reaction feels like an attack on
England's black players.Southgate
rejected the idea that taking the
knee is a political act and the
manager has repeatedly used his
position to raise awareness of
society's ills. The 50-year-old was
praised after expressing passion
about his role and responsibility in
a self-written article titled "Dear
England" for the Players' Tribune
this week. Scotland's manager Steve
Clarke announced his side would
take the knee as a one-off gesture
of solidarity with England when the
two teams meet at Wembley next
Friday. But Scotland intend to

in very difficult circumstances,"
Starmer said. "The prime minister
and those in political leadership
have a choice. Do we back those
players in what they are standing
for or do we not? Do we back those
players as they stand with an
England shirt on? These are not
difficult questions of
leadership."The former Labour
prime minister Gordon Brown also
urged Johnson to support England
taking the knee and said he should
avoid "culture wars".Starmer
believes England can become
European champions. "When I look
at that squad I see incredible talent,
particularly up front," he said.
"Bukayo Saka's in there from
Arsenal. There are other brilliant
young players. I hope the defence
is strong enough. But this feels like
the sort of squad that with the
right backing could go a very
long way."Starmer remembered
being at Wembley for England's
quarter-final and semi-final at
Euro 96. "My starting point is no
England fan boos the England
team on the verge of a major
tournament on English soil.

the court with wicked angles and
suffocated the Spaniard with his
return of serve, generating eight
break points in the set across four
different games.But each time
Djokovic broke away, Nadal pulled
back. From 3-5 down, Nadal
returned to lead 6-5, saving
numerous break points with roaring
forehands and wrestling control of
the baseline back in his favour.By
the time they had reached a
tiebreak, Nadal seemed as if he may
have the upper hand. Instead,
Djokovic rose to the moment by
playing a delirious tiebreak. At 5-4
in the tiebreak, Djokovic served an
ace down the T and a desperate
attempt at a drop shot by Nadal
sealed his fate in the set.If there is
any true measure of this rivalry, it
is perhaps reflected in the decisions
made outside the court: as
Djokovic went to the bathroom
after the 93-minute tiebreak set and
the clock ticked towards the 11pm
curfew, according to Marion Bartoli
on ITV the French prime minister
Jean Castex was watching at home.
He called in and issued Roland
Garros an exemption, allowing the
fans at the venue to watch history
unfold until the end.Nadal opened
the fourth set by leading 2-0, but
Djokovic refused any resurgence.
Although Nadal fought until the
end, Djokovic pulled him back and
ensured that the ending was
emphatic. He moved on to the final
having won six consecutive games
in the fourth set, emphatically
toppling the king. Tsitsipas, the fifth
seed, who has won more ATP
matches than any other player this
year and marked himself as one of
the best clay court players in the
world, savoured his own
exceptional win over Zverev."I'm
proud of myself," he said. "I
actually love what I'm doing. I love
that I get to play in this stadium.
I'm grateful for every single match
that I get to play."I'm obviously just
blessed to have the opportunity to
play against the best and test
myself, something that I've always
dreamed and wished to happen one
day. I'm able to be here and really
going for it. I love that."

of England's

'moment of

unlty Test gesture
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London, June 11 : England's pre-match
"moment of unity" has drawn scorn from
Michael Holding, who believes the gesture
is akin to saying "all lives matter" and sits
in stark contrast to the backbone shown
by Gareth Southgate's footballers.During
the visit of New Zealand the England
players have lined up before both Tests
wearing T-shirts that carry an array of anti-
discrimination slogans, having last summer
moved away from taking a knee for the Black
Lives Matter message following the
departure of the West Indies side.This was
in part fuelled by supposed concerns about
the politicisation of BLM but for Holding,
whose powerful testimony at the Rose
Bowl last year drew widespread praise and
has led to Sky subsequently winning a host
of broadcasting awards, any such link is
irrelevant.Speaking to Sky cricket on the
second day of the Edgbaston Test, Holding
said: "When you hear people saying BLM
is Marxist, some of those people don't even
know who Karl Marx is or what he stood
for. But they tell you that because they are
trying to pull down the movement of BLM.I
have no idea who started the political
movement or who started the website. I
care about the three words: Black. Lives.
Matter. I'm going to go further with this
England team. What they are doing now
with this 'moment of unity', that is not
supporting Black Lives Matter. Don't tell
me that's supporting Black Lives Matter.
Because what you are doing there is, when
I'say Black Lives Matter, you are telling me
all lives matter."England's footballers have
pledged to continue taking a knee during

Euro 2020 despite boos from their own
supporters in recent times. Holding, who
has written an upcoming book on racism
called Why We Kneel, How We Rise, is full
of praise here."[The manager] Gareth
Southgate and the England team, I applaud
them. They're getting a lot of stick for taking
a knee, they are getting booed. But they
are showing some backbone. They are
showing some intestinal fortitude, to say:
'OK, but we are still doing it because we
know what we're doing. We are not doing
it for the political movement, we are doing
it for humanitarian reasons.""The criticism
of English cricket comes at an acute time.
Ollie Robinson is awaiting possible sanction
for offensive tweets sent in 2012 and 2013,
while questionable posts from other England
players are also being assessed. Azeem Rafiq
is still awaiting the outcome of an
investigation regarding his allegations of
racism at Yorkshire and, separate to this, is
taking the club to an employment tribunal
next Wednesday with a claim for
discrimination and harassment on the
grounds of race.On Friday it also emerged
Lancashire are looking into "more than 50
tweets" from five squad members that date
back to 2011 and, according to the Lancashire
Telegraph, contain "racist, homophobic, anti-
disability or misogynistic content".Daniel
Gidney, the Lancashire chief executive, said:
"We abhor all forms of discrimination which,
as a club, we find totally unacceptable. We
are currently undertaking an immediate
review and investigation and the relevant
information has been referred to the
England and Wales Cricket Board."

Everton in advanced talks with Nuno
over replacmg Ancelotti as manager

London, June 11 : Everton will hold
further talks with Nuno Espirito Santo
this weekend that could conclude with
the former Wolves manager being
appointed as Carlo Ancelotti's
replacement.Farhad Moshiri, Everton's
majority shareholder, and the director of
football, Marcel Brands, have assessed
several candidates following Ancelotti's
surprise return to Real Madrid 10 days
ago and are believed to be close to an
agreement with the Portuguese
coach.Negotiations remain to be
concluded on issues such as the size of
Nuno's coaching staff - part of the
reason Crystal Palace withdrew their

interest in the 47-year-old this week - but
providing talks run smoothly Moshiri
could appoint the former Valencia and
Porto coach next week. The influence of
Nuno's agent, Jorge Mendes, is another
potential complication for a club whose

transfers are handled mainly by
Brands.Nuno's availability having left
Wolves at the end of last season made
him an attractive proposition for Everton
as soon as Ancelotti exited, and he was
sounded out shortly afterwards. The
former Everton manager David Moyes
was another candidate who interested
the club's hierarchy but he has agreed a
new three-year contract with West
Ham.Nuno returned to the top of
Moshiri's wish-list after the breakdown
of his proposed move to Palace, and with
Moyes committed to West Ham. He
would be Everton's sixth permanent
manager in the past five years.

Italy make flying start to Euro 2020
with dominant opening win over Turkey

Milan, June 11 : Euro 2020 is finally
under way, and Italy are back, and nature
is healing. On a taut and muggy night in
Rome, a crowd of 16,000 were treated to
avivid display of smart, patient attacking
football: a statement performance that
instantly marks Roberto Mancini's side
out as one of the favourites for the
tournament. And yet perhaps the
symbolism of the occasion was greater
still. Three decades after Italy last hosted
amajor tournament, five years after they
last competed in one, 15 months after
this fixture was postponed in the most
disorienting and dreadful of
circumstances, this felt like a sort of
rebirth: a celebration of sport and
congregation and the importance of
savouring every last moment.From the
first whistle Italy set about the much-
fancied Turks with a restless, percussive
impatience. Their press was smart and
well-organised, their movement on and
off the ball exquisite. And yet after a
frustrating goalless first half you
wondered if the weight of expectation
might just get to them. Instead, with an
emotional maturity that has not always
been the hallmark of Italian teams past,
they plundered three unanswered goals,
building an irresistible momentum that
Turkey were powerless to arrest. "The
crowd helped us," Mancini admitted
afterwards. "It was crucial for us to move

the ball quickly."Left-back Leonardo
Spinazzola, one of the best players on
the pitch, went even further, declaring it
a "perfect performance".For once, this
is an Italy side that may be greater than
the sum of its parts. Perhaps they lack a
little genuine star quality, which may
come to bite them in the later stages. But
Domenico Berardi and Lorenzo Insigne
are a fine pair of wingers, Jorginho was
at his creative best in midfield and on
the left flank Spinazzola was given the
license to get forward and threaten. The
brilliant Federico Chiesa, given a 10-
minute cameo here, still has plenty to offer.
These are exciting times to be an Italy
fan.And yet perhaps the defining motif
of this game came right at the end. As
Turkey poured forward in search of a late
consolation, in stepped the veteran
defender Giorgio
Chiellini to make a
decisive tackle,
before celebrating
wildly with his
teammates. Never
mind that Italy were
already 3-0 up and
had enjoyed 24
shots to Turkey's
one. For the 36-year-
old Chiellini, a man
who has worn Italy's
multiple tournament

failures like a scar on the heart, this was a
matter of pure professional pride.But first,
of course, there was a predictably
immoderate opening ceremony to be
dispensed with: a spectacularly
vaudeville affair featuring some weird
semaphore with bouncing inflatable balls,
enough soldiers to take over North Tyrol,
lots of coloured smoke and Andrea Bocelli
offering a spine-tingling rendition of
Nessun Dorma.For once, though, the
theatrics and the bombast felt appropriate.
As the final notes of the national anthems
drained away, the Olimpico was filled with
a grateful, guttural, cathartic roar. Football.
Nations. Lots of people in the same place.
Grown adults yelling. How we've missed
this, all of it. And after a nervy start, Italy
soon took control, dominating territory
and possession.
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After much waiting Euro 2020 opener
shows football's restorative powers

London, June12: Delayed gratifi-
cationissupposed to begood for the
soul but, particularly inapandemic,
it is easy to become tired of
waiting.Yet if noonecanyet bequite
sure whether staging Euro 2020 in
2021, oneyear and one day after its
origina, scheduled start date, will
prove quite as restorative as Uefa
hopes, this curtain-raiser inside
Rome'sStadio Olimpico served asa
welcomereminder of football'strans-
formative powers.After so many
monthsof so much humanloss, Italy
and Turkey emphasised that even a
highly unconventional tournament
spread across 11 countries and op-

erating in accordance with some-
timesgtiflingly strict Covid protocols
has retained its traditional power to
enchant.Football is full of false
dawns- Middlesbroughfansmay re-
member L ee Cattermolewasprema-

turely dubbed "the new Steven
Gerrard" after a fabulous one-off
Uefa Cup performance against
Romain the Stadio Olimpico - but
Roberto Mancini's Azzurri surely
demonstrated why they rank among
the tournament favourites.With
Jorginho controlling midfield and
Ciro Immobil€e's intelligent move-
ment contradicting his surname, an
impressively hig-pressing Italy were
asrelentledy efficient astheir suave
manager is expensively elegant.
Turkey defended well during the
first half and, despite subsequently
being madeto look extremely ordi-
nary, arearguably not yet done but,

ultimately, Merih Demiral's own
goal, Immobile's first in a major
tournament and another from
Lorenzo Insigne emphasised why
Mancini's team arrived on a 27
match unbeaten run.Given it was

game one of 51, kick-off was pre-
ceded by a suitably extravagant
opening ceremony. Thereis often a
sense of "once you've seen one,
you've seen them al" about these
preamblesand, sureenough, theini-
tial display of giant coloured balls,
unfurling national flags, fireworks,
coloured smoke and harnessed
drummers dangling on ropes sus-
pended from the stadium roof,
seemed both utterly spectacular and
pretty par for the course.The tone
was raised significantly once the
dick choreography and Euro synth
rock soundtrack wasreplaced by the
sight of the tenor Andrea Bocelli
gtanding on the pitch in aroyd blue
jacket giving a spine-tingling rendi-
tionof Nessun Dorma. Evocativefelt

* an understatement. For five minutes

theworldfeltwonderful again.All this
ceremonial suff concludedwith aerid
drone shotstricking television view-

5 ersinto believing akaedoscopicdis-

play of colouredflaresand twinkling
lightshad transformed thegroundinto
a giant birthday cake studded with
candlest hardly mattered whether or
not the playerswould match such art-
istry (dthough DomenicoBerardi and
comost definitely did asthey passed
and moved a pace). For the 16,000
fanswho had traversed thetree-lined
boulevard leading to astadium sand-
wiched between the Tiber and the
Monte Mario hill it really must have
felt abit like severa hirthday parties
rolled into one. The largely joyous
noise they generated belied the fact

the stadium was only a quarter
full After so long spent performing
behind closed doors, the tempo - at
least from Ity - remained surpris-
ingly intense and energetic for an
opening game on such a humid
evening. The playerslooked high on
adrenaline with Mancini's charges
increasingly finding their one- and
two-touch passing range and ruth-
lesdy penning Senol Gunesssideinto
theirownhaf.Inggneplayedalovely
one-two with the ever dangerous
Berardi but couldn't quite wrap his
foot around the ball and bend it into
the top corner while only Ugurcan
Cakir's fingertips kept Giorgio
Chidlini's header out. Further half-
chances - plus apendlty appeal after
theball sruck Zeki Cdik'sarm- came
and went but, initidly at least, Tur-
key maintained their defensive coal,
mekingittoughfor Mancini'smenby
pulling everyonebehindtheball and,
abeit briefly, transforming their com-
pact out-of-possession shapeinto the
sort of formidable red (shirted) wall
even Boris Johnson probably dares
not dream of commanding.It soon
crumbled though, leaving Guness
pre-match desire for arematch with
Mancini'sside"in thefina" appear-
ing somewhat ambitious and Itay's
failureto qualify for the 2018 World
Cupin Russaamogt unfathomable.
Alongwith anentirecontinent'sfoot-
ball fans, Immobile and friends now
gppear determined tomakeupfor lost
timeMaybe, just maybe, good things
really do cometo those who wait.

London, June 12 : Olympic box-
ing champion Claressa Shields
made short work of Brittney Elkin,
and the mixed martid arts novice
proved shemay haveafutureinthe
sport withaTKOwin on Thursday
night inthe main event of aProfes-
sional Fighters League card."I'm
notlosing thisfight," theundefeated
boxer said. "l got mysdlf goingwith
thosebig right hands. My right hand
hasnever failed me.Shieldsproved
in her 155lbslightweight fight she's
just as adept at unleashing a beat-
inginmixed martia arts. Sheshook
off adow first two rounds before
she got Elkin on the ground and
needed afew heavy shotsto cause
thedecisivedamage. Sheearnedthe
winwitharight hand at 1:44 of the
thirdround."| fedl likel am dream-
ing. Thisiscrazy," shesaid.Shields
ditched some of the flamboyant
costumes she's worn in boxing
(where she's 11-0) for straight red
trunks and top. She still wore her
hair in a blue ponytail to raise
awareness to the clean water fight
that'sgoneonfor yearsin her home-
town of Flint, Michigan.She has
aready wonthelight middieweight,
middleweight and super middlie-
weight crownsin her boxing career
and was the fastest fighter in his-
tory either mae or female to be-
comeathree-divisonworld cham-

—+cm Kk

pion. Shiddsonly started her MMA
training in December.Shields calls
hersdlf the GWOAT, the Greatest
Woman Of All Time, At least in
boxing. INMMA, her inexperience
showed early. Elkin took Shields
down early in the first round and
mounted her as she pounded the
rookie in the face. Shields took
moreof abestingin oneround than
she did over most of her pro box-
ing career.Elkin landed a big right
early inthe second that did littleto
rattle Shields. Elkin went back to
themount and kept the career boxer
on her back. Shields escaped

Olympic boxing champion Claressa
Shieldswins MMA debut by TKO

troublelateinthe second and swung
and missed on awild right before
she connected on more head shots
that set the stage for the third
round."l kept hitting her, kept hit-
ting her," Shields said. "I told my-
self, keep hitting her until she
quits." Shieldswon Olympicgoldin
2012 in London and repeated the
feat four years later in Rio de
Janiero.Shieldscut awide swath of
fans: Philadelphia 76ers center
Dwight Howard wrote "Let's go
champ" on Instagram and actor
Rosie Perez tweeted "Best of luck
tonight." NFL hall of famer Ray

Lewis, who has an equity stakein
PFL and serves on its advisory
board, watched cage-side and ad-
mired Shields decision to shift to
MMA whiledtill intheprimeof her
boxing career." Thegeniusof cham-
pionsmaking trangtionsisthey sart
al overanddon't care," said Lewis.
"Lot of people are afraid to start
over. They end their careers, I'm
stuck, I'm good. But when you
makethat trangition, you'rechasing
something else. | think she's chas-
ing something else and just that's
good to see. | just love her adapt-
ing to it."CEO Peter Murray said
Shieldswould fight one moretime
thisyear for PFL beforeadecision
was made for 2022. "This is just
her first stepto proveto herself that
shehasredly what it takesto make
the '22 season," Murray said.One
potential dream match for 2022 in
the PFL would have Shields fight
Kayla Harrison. Harrison, a two-
time Olympic judo gold medai<t,
has emerged as the face of PFL.
Harrison (9-0) fightsagain on June
25."Wethink that's a pay-per-view
fight,” Murray said. "That starts
tonight."Unlike other MMA orga
nizations, the PFL uses a season
format, with playoffs and a cham-
pionship fight night that awards a
$1m prizefor each of itssix weight
classchampions.
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French Open run afeat of
mental strength

M oscow, June 12 : Throughout her ca-
reer, Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova's talent
has never beenin doubt. Her ball striking
has always been clean as a whistle, her
touch supreme since the days she was
terrorising far older junior players aged
just 14, but her success has always been
handcuffed by her mental game.lt has
made her breakout tournament in Parisall
the more impactful. While the women's
semi-finals produced the rare scenario of
four firgt-time semi-finalists, an instance
that only happened 43 years ago a the
1978 Austrdian Open, not everybody was
inthesameboat.Most playershavehad to
break new ground intermsof their perfor-
mance along with their results, but that
cannot really be said of Pavlyuchenkova
Her consecutive wins against Aryna
Sabalenka, the third seed, Victoria
Azarenka and Elena Rybakina were ex-
cdllent. But beforethistournament shehad
already defeated 35 top-10 players, won
12 titlesand garnered more than $10min
prizemoney.What shehasdonesofar this
week isconsistently replicate her level and
frequently managetheimportant moments
far better than before. Against Sabalenka
and Rybakina, two of the most destruc-
tivebdl strikersinthesport, shehitacom-
bined 38 fewer unforced errors than her
opponents while constantly trying to ex-
pose their movement. Her win against
Azarenka, conversdly, washer shotmaking
at itsbest assherefused to relinquish con-
trol of the basdine.But her most impres-
sive showing was rather the contest she
was most heavily favoured to win - her
semi-final victory against Tamara
Zidansek. Pavlyuchenkovahasbeenwait-
ingtoreach her first semi-final for 10years
since she blew a 6-1, 4-1 lead against
Francesca Schiavone in 2011. When she
did, shewas heavily favoured against, at
least historicdly, afar inferior player. That
alone could have been her downfdl and
she later explained how it was even
tougher than other encounters: "Youthink,
'OK, I'm ranked higher, whatever.' [...] It
definitely wasalot of menta gamegoing

on there."Over the past two weeks,

Pavlyuchenkovahasshown sheisinsome
of the physica form of her life and with
ageshenow knowshow sheneedsto carry
herself in order to get the most out of her-
df. Asked earlier inthetournament when
shefirgt felt like an adult on the tour over
her more than 15 years as aprofessional,

the 29-year-old said she developed that
maturity inthepast year. Againg Zidansek,

shenavigated her way tovictory by using
all of her experience. Pavlyuchenkova
banked on her game's more solid founda-
tionsand her ability toplay at ahighleve

for along period of time, maintaining her
depthandrelentlesdy harassing Zidansek's
backhand: "I tried to stay in the match
every point. | had my tactic. | knew what |

had to do. So, just the discipline. | was
trying to follow the discipline smply."

"Disciplined" isnot aword even her most
ardent fans would have used to describe
her inthepast, yet over the past two weeks
it has defined her. With the discipline she
has demonstrated thisweek, shewill also
be favoured against Barbora Krejcikova
in the final on Saturday.While only one
spot separates them in the rankings -
Pavlyuchenkova is ranked 32nd and
Krejcikova33rd - they will arrivein their
first major final under completely differ-
ent conditions. No player hastakenlonger
to reach their first major final than
Pavlyuchenkovain her 52nd event. Con-
versdy, a year ago Krejcikova was out-
sideof thetop 100. It wasnot until Roland
Garroslast year that she contested amain
draw at amgjor asadirect entrant for the
firsttime. Now they will play for thewhole
thing."l definitely didn't expect to be in
thefind thisyear," said Pavlyuchenkova.
"| guess you can't expect those things. |

was just there working hard, doing ev-
erything possible. | just said to myself:

"You know what? Thisyear |et'sdo what-
ever it takes, anything you can dotoim-
proveyour game, your mentality. Started
working with a sports psychologist, ev-
erything.' | just wanted to giveit atry so
| have no regrets after. That'sit."
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Trade enq. 9435146909/9435559057/9435559056 www.capsindia.in

CHIMNEYS WITH APPS | R.O. WATER PURIFIER | HOBS | GAS STOVE | OTHER KITCHEN APPLIANCES

Abhayapuri-94350-22784 | Agartala-98560-93668 | Baihata chariali-94351-42568/98641-40488 | Bangaigaon-7002184811. 9435547654,9435121367 | Barpeta road-94350-17865 99541-41975 | Barpeta town -94350-25127 | Bhawanipur-
7002206773 | Bandardewa-98649-84753 | Bijoynagar -99570-98392/94010-01157/94353-40662 | Boko-94010-02588 | Chaygaon-9435014549 | Dadara -98546-98027 | Dhupdhara-96785-16189 | Dhamaji-99546-51322 | Dhubri-94350-29279 |

Diphu-94350-66701/94350-66643 | Dudhnoi-94357-21505/94351-28048 | Goalpara-70023-10904/88762-23858 | Golaghat-96132-30384 | Guwahati -94355-59057/97065-94950 | Hajo-94353-47024/88763-09327 | Hojai-94357-29521/84028-59256 | Jorhat -
94350-53934/9854 1-06776 | Kharupitia -98541-44223 | Kokrajar-97070-29429/99548-88721/94354-81234 | Karimgunj-97061-39061 | Krishnai-88224-15337 | Lumding -94351-63327/97066-14137 | Mangaldoi -94350-87284/94351-
86435/97065-39174/73994-79163 | Mirza-98540-71983/99572-81858 | Morigaon -94350-64986/80111-17171 | North lakhimpur-88224-21077 | Nagaon-97061-79408/94355-18665 | Nalbari -98644-14515/98540-30209 | Pathsala-80110-06658 |
Dhekiajuli-98548-29934 | Dibrugarh-98548-11265 | Rangia -94351-05888/96782-26563 | Silchar -97061-39061/70054-86129 | Silapathar-70028-94393 | Shillong-90869-66640 | Suwalkuchi -98643-54859 | Tinsukia-94350-35156/
94350-35511/94350-36463 | Tezpur-97060-73481 | Tihu-97068-53124 | Udalguri-97063-46492
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