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NFR's'International
Level Crossing Day'
Guwahati, June10: The
Northeast Frontier Rail-
ways (NFR) on Thursday
organized the "Interna-
tional Level Crossing
AwarenessDay " indiffer-
ent placesof Assam. NFR
officiassengtized thepub-
lic on the need of follow-
ing traffic rulesto prevent
accidents at railway level
crossing gates.Such sen-
sitization campaignswere
conductedin NFR's
Guwabhati, Rangiya,
Lumding and Alipurduar
divisions.There was no
loss of life of any passen-
ger travelling in trainsop-
erated by the NFR in any
accident during 2020-21,
said sources. Implementa:
tion of varioussafety mea-
suresalong withincreased
detnessonthepart of rail-
way staff helped in avert-
ing train accidents even
during the lockdown pe-
riod, whentherewasanin-
creased movement of
freight and parcd carrying

trains.

Military air-

cr aft crashes

Yangon, June 10 : A
Myanmar military plane
crashed on Thursday
morning at Mandalay re-
gion due to bad weather
condition, said an
officd. Themilitary aircraft
with 14 people on board
took off fromthecountry's
capital city Nay Pyi Taw
andwasontheway toPyin
Oo Lwin.The aircraft
crashed around 8amwhen
itwasabout tomakealand-
ing in Pyin Oo Lwin of
Mandalay region, Xinhua
news agency reported.He
said thenumber of casual-
ties has yet to be known
as the rescue operation is
being carried out. Military
aircraft crashesin
Myanmar's Mandalay, 12
killed 17TheMandalay Re-
gion Fire Department's so-
cia mediapagesaid12 on
board were killed and two
people have been rescued
and sent tothemiilitary hos-
pital for treatment sofar.

HSfinal year

examinations
Guwahati, June10: The
Assam Higher Secondary
Education Council
(AHSEC) isall settohold
theHigher Secondary final
year (class 12) examina
tionsin July-August. This
was stated in aletter, writ-
ten by AHSEC Controller
of Examinations - Pankagj
Borthakur, toin-charges of
examination centresacross
Assam. "Itisfor your kind
information that Assam
Higher Secondary Educa
tion Council is going to
conduct Higher Second-
ary Find Examinations, 21
in the month of July/Au-
gust, 2021," the letter
stated. The AHSEC Con-
troller of Examinationsfur-
ther instructed the exami-
nation centres in-charges
to look out for additional
locationsto hold theexami-
nations, in order to main-
tain social distancing
norms. Assam Education
Minister Ranuj Pegu, on
Tuesday, held a meeting
with representatives of
different students’
organisations to discuss
the possibility of holding
theclass10and 12 exami-
nations in the state amid

COVID-19pandemic.
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CM Inaugurates 300 bedded
Covid Care Hospital at Sarusajai

1000 PICUsto beset up to strengthen health careinfrastructurefor children
CM urgesDRDO toconsider settlngup makeshlft housngfacnmesfor flood-hit

Guwahati, June10: Coin-
ciding with the 30-days
completion of the Stategov-
ernment, Chief Minister Dr.
HimantaBisvaSarmainabid
to give renewed push to
Assam& #39;s Covid-19

management capabilities,
dedicated a 300 bedded
Covid Care Hospital at
Sarusgjal in Guwahéti tothe
sarvice of the peoplein the
presenceof Health Minister
Keshab Mahanta today.

The new hospita built in

association with DRDO,
Government of Indiawitha
project cost of Rs. 21.46
croreswill act as an annexe
to Guwahati Medicd College
&amp; Hospital. Qil India

Yogi Adityanath reaches Delhi, likely
to meet PM amid 'discontent' in UP

New Delhi, June10: Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath Thursday

=
T

arrivedin New Delhi where
hemet UnionHomeMinis-

ter Amit Shah at his resi-
dence. His visit assumes
significance as the politi-

caly crucia state of UPis
going to polls early next

Renowned Bengali Film-
maker-Poet Buddhadeb
Dasgupta DiesAt 77

New Delhi, June10: Re-
nowned Bengali filmmaker
Buddhadeb Dasguptadied
at the age of 77 on Thurs-

day morning. He was in
his South Kolkata resi-

dence when he breathed
his last.He was suffering
from a kidney ailment.
Buddhadeb Dasgupta,
who was also a celebrated
poet, had won several Na-
tional Awards for his con-
tribution to Bengali
cinema.Mourning
Buddhadeb Dasgupta on
Twitter, West Bengal Chief
Minister MamataBanerjee
wrote: "Saddened at the
passing away of eminent
filmmaker Contd...Page 6

New Delhi, Junel0: The

Nikolay Kudashev said
that theannua summit has
been planned for thisfall.
Indiaisthecurrent chair of
the BRICSor Brazil, Rus-
g3, India, China, and South
Africa grouping.Nikolay

BRICSsummit
planned for thisfall

Russan envo
NI kolay Kud

et )

Russian envoy to India
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Kudashev, speaking at a
virtual event hosted by the
Confederation of Young
Leaders(CYL),sdd, "Inthe
framework of multilaterd -
forts to address existing
challenges and threats,
BRICSremainsamgor fac-
torin Contd...Page 6

year.Asidefrom Shah, CM
Adityanathisasolikely to
meet Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and party
chief JP Nadda. Adityanath
isvisiting Delhi aday after
Congress leaders Jitin
Prasada Contd...Page 6

LimitedandICICl Bank have
extended financia support
tothetuneof Rs. 2 croreand
1.5crorerespectively for ac-
complishment of theproject.
The Chief Minister on the
occasion aso inaugurated a
20-bed ICU & amp; 32 Oxy-
gen Supported Beds at
Kalapahar Covid CareHos
pitd, which will dso be an
annexe to GMCH. While
speaking in a programme
held on the occasion, Chief
Minister Sarma termed the
inauguration Contd...Page 6

US'to buy 500 million Covid
vaccinedosesfor world'

Washington, June 10 : US President Joe
Biden's administration will provide 500
million doses of the Pfizer Covid-19 vac-
cine to about 100 countries over the next
two years,
report.About 200 million
doses will be distributed this
year, with the remainder de-
livered in 2022.The US has
been under pressure to raise
vaccination rates in poor
countries. The move comesas

US media

it," beforeboarding Air Force One. Anea
ger crowd awaited hisarrival on Wednes-
day at the RAF Mildenhall airbasein Suf-
folk, keen to catch aglimpse of Air Force

Mr Bidenlandedinthe UK at &

the start of his first foreign
tripasUSpresident. TheWhite _
Houseisyet to officialy com- §
ment on the plan to roll out *

500 million doses worldwide.But when  One when Mr Biden touched down on

asked if the US government had a vacci-

Wednesday evening.Mr Biden addressed

nation strategy for the world, Mr Biden  US troops stationed at the base, paying

"I have one, and I'll be announcing

tributeto military families Contd...Page 6

Chief I\/I|n|ster Dr. Sarma dedicates
Sishu Seva scheme to beneficiaries

Schemewill help beneficiary tolead alife of dignity : CM

Dr. Sar maannouncesfinancial support to COVID induced widows

Serum Instltutesmabllltyto meet
global commitment will disrupt
vaccinesupply chains: Gavi

New Delhi, June 10 : Serum Institute of
India(Sll), by not meeting itsgloba com-
mitments for a variety of reasons, most
notably a devastating second COVID-19

wave, isgoing to disrupt vaccine supply

chains throughout the world, said an ex-
ecutive of aglobal aliancethat it ispart
of.” Theterrible surge of thevirusin In-
diahashad asevereimpact on COVAX's
supply inthe second quarter of thisyear,
to the point where, by the end of Junewe
will faceashortfall of 190 million doses,"
aspokesperson of the Switzerland-based
global vaccine alliance, Gavi, told
Moneycontrol in an exclusiveinterview.
“Eventhough COVAX will havelarger vol-
umes available later in the year through

» <
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spokesperson said.COVID-19 Vaccines
Global Access, abbreviated asCOVAX, is
aworldwideinitiative

the deals it has already secured with sev-
eral manufacturers, if we do not address
the current, urgent shortfall, the conse-
guences could be catastrophic,”

the
AN
"

Contd...Page 6

Chinese national held near India-Bangladesn
border in WB, laptop and passport saized

New Delhi, June10: A 35-
year-old Chinese national
was intercepted by the
Border Security Force
(BSF) near the India-
Bangladesh Border on
Thursday. According to
initial reports, the Chi-
nese national was held in
West Bengal sMaldadis-

trict near the border fol-
lowing suspicious
activities.A laptop and a
passport have been re-
covered from his posses-
sion, the paramilitary
force said in a statement.
The BSF further informed
that concerned agencies
are interrogating the Chi-

nese national.The name
and other details of the
Chinese national isyet to
be ascertained as senior
BSF officials are tight-
lipped dueto the sensitiv-
ity of the case. However,
they said that the details
about the man would be
shared  Contd...Page 6

Guwahati, June 10: Synchronising withthecomple-
I tion of one month in office of the present BJP led
government inthe state, Chief Minister Dr. Himanta
Biswa Sarmatoday dedicated Chief Minister Sishu
Seva Scheme to the service of the beneficiaries and
handed over the cheques of financial assistance to
few beneficiaries who lost both their parents due to
! COVID. It may be noted that under the scheme an
| amount to thetune of Rs. 7,81,200 would be parked
inthe bank asfixed deposit in the name of each ben-
eficiary. A monthly financial assistance of Rs. 3500
= whichwill berealised from the fixed deposit will be
given to the beneficiariestill they attain 24 years of
.- age. Oncompletionof 24yearsof Contd...Page 6

JNU library vandalised

and forcefully occupied

by ‘unruly' students for
2 days, FIR filed

New Ddhi, Junel0: The
Jawaharlal NehruUniver-

to the palice, the incident
took place on June 8 and

sity administration on
Thursday (June10) dleged
that a group of students
broke into the central li-
brary and clashed withthe
staff therefollowingwhich
an FIR hasbeenregistered
with the police. The var-
sity alleged that the stu-
dents have been occupy-

ing the library for the last
two days. The police said
based on the complaint by
the varsity, a case has
been registered.According

based on acomplaint from
the varsity's chief security
officer, a case was regis-
tered on Wednesday.
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Southwest) Ingit
Pratap Singh said "Based
on the complaint, a case
was registered under sec-
tion 188 (disobedience to

order duly promulgated by
public servant) of the In-
dian Pena Code, Delhi
Disaster Management
Actand Contd...Page 6

- Minister Suklabaidya formally
Inaugur ates Raimona National Park

Guwahati, June 10 : The newly
crested RaimonaNationd Park was
formally inaugurated by Minister
for Environment and Forest,
Parimal Suklabaidyaat Kachugaon
in Kokrajhar district on Thursday.
Inaugurating the park, Minister
Suklabaidya said the opening of
the RalmonaNational Park within
a record span of time will herald
in the entire
Bodoland Territorial Regionin par-
ticular and the state in general.
Suklabaidyasaid following thean-

development

nouncement by Chief Minister, Dr
Himanta Biswa Sarma, on World
Environment Day at a plantation
programmeat Gandhi Mandap, two
Nationd Parkshavecomeupinthe
state within a week. He said the
park will boost conservation effort
and provide fillip to tourism in a
bigway. Givingaclarioncdl tothe
people to conserve nature,
Suklabaidya said, "We have to
conserve nature, protect the flora
and fauna as our very existence
hinges on

Contd...Page 6
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Biden arriveswith demand that UK
settle Brexit row over Northern Ireland

Washington, June 10 : Warnings
from envoys that David Frost must
compromisewith EU on border checks
asrisk to Good Friday agreement 'will
not bewelcomed by the US'Senior US
embassy diplomatsin London, backed
by the US national security adviser,
Jake Sullivan, havedirectly warned the
UK'sBrexit negotiator, Lord Frogt, that
he will inflame tensions in Northern
Irdland if he doesnot compromise over
border checks.A meeting betweenthe
US charge d'affaires Yael Lampert,
currently America's most senior
diplomat in London, and Frost led to
an urging by the US for Britain to
come to anegotiated settlement with
the EU, according to an internal UK
government note.However, US
officials questioned whether aformal
demarche had been issued by the US
to the UK, arare reprimand between
two such closeallies. TheUShassaid
itsrolewasto urge compromisefrom
all sides.Sullivantold abriefing onAir
Force Onebefore Joe Biden landed in
the UK on Wednesday evening:
"Any stepsthat imperil or undermine
the Good Friday agreement will not
bewelcomed by the US."He declined
tosay if thisiswhat he thought Boris
Johnson was doing, adding: "The

Good Friday agreement as the
foundation for peaceful coexistence
in Northern Ireland. The agreement
must be protected."A senior US
administration officid said of theissue
that "engagement wasn't heightened
or directed" by Biden. "As with any
ally we have frank diplomatic
conversations. Jake Sullivan spoketo
these issues in his BBC interview,
which addressed same themes we
have been messaging
privately."Althoughthe UK caninsist
it is seeking an amicable agreement
with the EU, and its stance does not
challenge the agreement, the US tone
suggests the Biden administration is
taking close interest in details of the
talks, given it has a formal role to
uphold the Good Friday deal .Biden's
affection for Ireland, where his
ancestors are from, and scepticism
about the wisdom of Brexit have
hardly been disguised, but he has
always accepted the British right to
leave the EU. There were some

indications in the UK government
note that the US was prepared to
dangle a free trade agreement as an
incentiveif the UK compromised over
the legitimacy of border checks in
Northern Ireland to protect the
integrity of thesingle market. TheUS
warnings came asdirect talks between
the EU and the UK over Northern
Ireland appeared on the brink of
collapse. Londonindicated it was still
considering unilateral action to keep
unhindered supplies flowing from
Great Britainintotheregion. Thetaks
are designed to rework the Northern
Ireland protocol which set up a post-
Brexit trade border between Northern
Ireland and Great Britain.The
European commission vice-president,
MaroS Sef?ovi?, said patience was
"wearing very, very thin" and
described theréelationship withthe UK
as "at a crossroads'.Amid fears that
the escalating crisis over Northern
Irdland would develop into atrade war,
Frost said there had been "no
breakthroughs' over the Brexit checks
but no "breakdowns" either after a
two-hour meeting with Sef?ovi? in
London.They agreed to continue to
try to find a solution before 30 June
when aban on chilled meatsincluding
sausages and mincemeat is due to
come into force.On Wednesday
evening, Johnson insisted that there
washocriss."I'mvery very optimistic
about this. | think that's easily
doable," he said, referring to an issue
that was at the heart of the fraught
Irish border negotiations two years
ago: preventing aborder ontheisland
of Ireland while protecting tradewithin
theUK after Brexit.
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Satue of Mahabir Lachit Barphukana and his soldiers in river Brahmaputra near Fancy Bazar, Guwahati in the

time of 'Surya Grahana' at Thursday. Pic- Kausik Rajkhowa

Texas Republican asks. can wefix the
moon'sor bit to fight climate change?

Washington, June10: 'I'd
have to follow up with you
on that one,' says forestry
official Jennifer Eberlien to
bizarre question from Louie
GohmertLouis Gohmert
asked: 'Isthere anything that
the National Forest Service
or BLM candoto changethe
course of the moon's orhit,
or the Earth's orbit around
the sun?he  Texas
Republican congressman
Louie Gohmert has asked a
senior US government
official if changing the
moon's orbit around the

Earth, or the Earth's orbit
around the sun, might bea
solution for climate
change.Bizarrely, the
question was not posed to
anyonefrom Nasaor even
the Pentagon. Instead it
was asked of a senior
forestry service official
during a House natural
resources committee
hearing on
Tuesday.Speaking with
Jennifer Eberlien, associate
deputy chief of the
National Forest Service,
Gohmert asked if it was

US Capitol attack report finds
intelligence, military and policefailings

president was not issuing threats or
ultimatum ... [he] has been crystal
clear about hisrock solid belief inthe

Shri BaidyanathMaharana
will be new Director
(Finance) of NEEPCO

Shri  Baidyanath
Maharana has been se-
lected for the post of Di-

Washington,
Junel0: A Senate
investigation of

S In Indil

the 6 January insurrection
at the US Capitol has
uncovered broad
government, military and
law enforcement failings
before the violent attack,
including a breakdown
withinmultipleintelligence
agencies and a lack of
training and preparation for
Capitol policeofficerswho
were quickly overwhelmed

could detail the statutory
requirements for
requesting Nationa Guard
assistance.Two of the
three members of the
board, the House and

|| Senate sergeants-at-arms,
" were pushed out in the
" daysafter theattack. Sund

also resigned under

| pressure.Congress

needed to change the law

. and give the police chief

possible to alter the orbits
of the moon, or the Earth,
as a way of combating
climate change."|
understand from what's
been testified to the Forest
Service and the BLM
[Bureau of Land
Management], you want
very much to work on the
issue of climate change,"
Gohmert said, adding that a
past director of Nasa had
oncetold him that orbits of
the moon and the Earth
wereindeed changing."We
know there's been
significant solar flare
activity, and so ... isthere
anything that the National
Forest Serviceor BLM can
do to change the course of
the moon's orbit, or the
Earth's orbit around the
sun?" Gohmert asked.
"Obviously that would
have profound effects on
our climate."Eberlien said
she would have to "follow
up with you on that one,
Mr Gohmert.""Well, if you
figure out a way that you
in the Forest Service can
make that change, I'd like
to know," Gohmert
added.Though he seemed

some observers have
posited that Gohmert was
seeking to express a belief
that climate change was a
phenomenon of natural
changes in the orbits of
celestia bodies, and so any
other efforts to address it
would be futile.Gohmert's
guestion comes three years
after a congressional
science, space and
technology committee
hearing, focused on how
technology could be
deployed for climate change
adaptation, heard from the
Alabama Republican Mo
Brooks on the subject of
sea-level rise.Brooks
posited a theory that
erosion from land plays a
significant rolein sea-level
rise, including silt from the
world's major rivers, and
rocks along the California
coastline and the White
Cliffsof Dover fallinginto
the sea."Every time you
have that soil or rock or
whatever it is that is
deposited into the seas, that
forcesthe sealevelstorise,
because now you have less
space in those oceans,
because the bottom is

aswell asin socia spheres.

rector (Finance) in North
Eastern Electric Power
Corporation (NEEPCO)
Limited at aPublic Enter-
prises Selection Board
_ (PESB) meeting held on
June 07, 2021. Presently,
he is serving as Chief
General Manager (Fi-
nance) NEEPCO Ltd.Shri
Maharana is a Cost Ac-
countant of the 1991 batch. He possesses a Diplomain
Software Commercial Application and isagraduate with
Physics Honours from the Utkal University. He joined
NEEPCO inthelevel of Accounts Officerin1993 andis
occupying the post of Chief General Manager(Finance)
at present. He is a native of Odishawho, with his dedi-
cation and affinity to the region, has made North East
his home. He has all round exposure in Finance along
with an added experiencein designing, coding and imple-
menting Financial Software. Hisexperienceismultifac-
eted and comprises of Project Accounts, Contracts
Management and Finance Concurrence, Funds manage-
ment, Treasury Management, Direct and Indirect taxa-
tion, Budgetary Control and MIS, MoU, Internal Audit
etc. Hehasachieved many laurelsinhiscareer in NEEPCO
by implementing new systems & methods and achiev-
ing cost reduction. He has established himself as an
expert in Funds Management and Contractual Matters.
Heis an avid public speaker and imparts professional
development trainings in various Institutes. Under his
|eadership of Finance, the Corporation has received its
highest credit ratings and raised long term loans at all
time lowest interest rates. His business knowledge in
Power sector isimmaculate and he is a"Go to go per-
son" inthe NEEPCO Management for his problem solv-
ing attitude. He speaks an array of languages and uti-
lized this skill to become very popular in the Company

by the rioters.The Senate
report released on
Tuesday is the first - and
possibly the last -
bipartisan review of how
hundreds of supporters of
the former president
Donald Trumpwereableto
violently push past
security lines and break
into the Capitol that day,
interrupting the
certification of President
Joe Biden's victory.It
includes new details about
the police officers on the
front lines who suffered
chemical burns, brain
injuries and broken bones
and who told senators that
they were left with no
direction when command
systems broke down. It
recommends immediate
changesto givethe Capitol
policechief moreauthority,
to provide better planning
and equipment for law
enforcement and to
streamline intelligence-
gathering among federal
agencies.As a bipartisan
effort, the report does not
delve into the root causes
of the attack, including
Trump's role as he called
for his supportersto "fight
like hell" to overturn his
election defeat that day. It
does not call the attack an

shows scenery in Hemu Millage of Kanas, northwest China's Xinjiang Uygur

Autonomous Region

insurrection, even though it was. And it
comes two weeks after Republicans
blocked a bipartisan, independent
commission that would investigate the
insurrection more broadly."This report is
important in the fact that it allows us to
make someimmediateimprovementsto the
security situation herein the Capitol," said
Michigan senator Gary Peters, the chairman
of the homeland security and governmental
affairs committee, which conducted the
investigation along with the Senate rules
committee. "But it doesnot answer some of
the bigger questions that we need to face,
quite frankly, as a country and as a
democracy."The House passed legidation
in May to create a commission that would
be modelled after a panel that investigated
the 9/11 terrorist attack two decades ago.
But it failed to get the 60 Senate votes
needed to advance, with many Republicans
pointing to the Senate report as
sufficient. The top Republican on the rules
panel, the Missouri senator Roy Blunt, has
opposed the commission, arguing that
investigation would take too long. He said
the recommendations made in the Senate
could be implemented faster, including
legislation that he and the Minnesota
Democratic senator Amy Klobuchar, the
rules committee chair, intend to introduce
soon that would give the chief of Capitol
police more authority to request assistance
from the National Guard.The Senate report
recounts how the guard was delayed for
hours on 6 January as officials in multiple
agencies took bureaucratic steps to release
the troops. It details hours of calls between
officialsinthe Capitol and the Pentagon and
asthethen chief of the Capitol police, Steven
Sund, desperately begged for help.It finds
that the Pentagon spent hours "mission
planning” and seeking layers of approvals
as rioters were overwhelming and brutally
beating Capitol palice. It also statesthat the
Department of Defense's response was
"informed by" criticism of itsheavy-handed
response to protestsin the summer of 2020
after the death of George Floyd at the hands
of police. Thesenatorsare heavily critical of
the Capitol police board, a three-member
panel that includesthe heads of security for
the House and Senate and the architect of
the Capitol. The board is now required to
approve requests by the police chief, even
inurgent situations. Thereport recommends
that its members "regularly review the
policies and procedures’ after senators
found that none of the board memberson 6
January understood their own authority or

more authority
"immediately”, Klobuchar said.The report
recommendsaconsolidated intelligence unit
within the Capitol police after widespread
failures from multiple agenciesthat did not
predict the attack even though
insurrectionists were planning it openly on
the internet. The police's intelligence unit
"knew about social media posts calling for
violence at the Capitol on 6 January,
including a plot to breach the Capitol, the
online sharing of maps of the Capitol
complex'stunnel systems, and other specific
threats of violence", the report says, but
agents did not properly inform leadership
of everything they had found.The senators
also criticise the FBI and the homeland
security department for downplaying
online threats and for not issuing formal
intelligence bulletins that help law
enforcement plan.In a response to the
report, the Capitol police acknowledged the
need for improvements, some of which they
said they were already making. "Law
enforcement agencies across the country
rely onintelligence, and the quality of that
intelligence can mean the difference
between life and death,” the statement
said.During the attack, the report says,
Capitol police were heavily compromised
by multiplefailures- bad intelligence, poor
planning, faulty equipment and a lack of
leadership. The force's incident command
system "broke down during the attack",
leaving officers on the front lines without
orders. There were no functional incident
commanders, and some senior officerswere
fighting instead of giving orders. "USCP
leadership never took control of the radio
system to communicate ordersto frontline
officers," the investigation found."l was
horrified that no deputy chief or abovewas
ontheradio or helping us," oneofficer told
the committee in an anonymous statement.
"For hours the screams on the radio were
horrific, the sightswere unimaginable and
therewasacompletelossof control ... For
hoursno chief or abovetook command and
control. Officerswerebegging and pleading
for help for medical triage." Theacting chief
of police, Yogananda Pittman, who replaced
Sund after his resignation, told the
committeesthat thelack of communication
resulted from "incident commandersbeing
overwhelmed and engaging with rioters,
rather than issuing orders over the
radio".The committee's interviews with
police officersdetail what one officer said
was "absolutely brutal" abuse from
Trump's supporters as they ran over them
and broke into the building.

to be entirely earnest, movingup," Brookssaid..

Retired nun admits to
embezzling more than $800,000
to fund gambling habit

London, June 10 : Sister Mary Margaret Kreuper used
tuition fees and donations to a California Catholic school
to subsidize her casino expensesA retired nun has
admitted to embezzling $835,000 over 10 years from a
Catholic school in Californiato fund her gambling habit,
according to federal prosecutors.Sister Mary Margaret
Kreuper, 79, aformer principal at &t James Catholic School
in Torrance, California, used tuition feesand donationsto
subsidize casino gambling expenses and credit card
payments, the authorities said.K reuper, who took vows of
poverty at age 18 and spent 59 yearsin thereligious order,
said in her plea agreement that she had begun diverting
money from the school's tuition and donation account to
a savings account that funded the living expenses of the
nuns who worked at the school - and then used some of
the money herself.According to prosecutors, Kreuper
admitted that she falsified monthly and annual reportsto
the school administration to cover up her fraudulent
conduct and "lulled St James School and the
administration into believing that the school's finances
were being properly accounted for and itsfinancial assets
properly safeguarded, which, inturn, allowed defendant
Kreuper to maintain her access and control of the school's
finances and accounts and, thus, continue operating the
fraudulent scheme."In a statement to The Washington
Post, Kreuper's lawyers said she is "very remorseful”
and "sorry for any harm she has caused"."As soon as
she was confronted, she accepted full responsibility for
what she had done and she has cooperated completely
with law enforcement and the archdiocese," the statement
said, adding that "she has been suffering from a mental
illness that clouded her judgment”.The scheme was
uncovered during an audit after Kreuper retired in 2018.
Prosecutors said that she had also instructed school
employees to "alter and destroy financial records".
Kreuper is duein court on 1 July and faces up to 40
yearsin federal prison.The archdiocese of LosAngeles
said in statement that "the community of faith at St
James was shocked and saddened by these actions"
and expressed gratitude "to local and federal law
enforcement agenciesfor their work inthe investigation
of this matter".
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STF union of Pakke Tiger
Reservestaged agltatlon

B|3Nanath Charlall JunelO Theumon
of Specia Task Force (STF) engaged in
Pakke Wildlife Sanctuary and Tiger Re-
serve, Seijusa, to the north of Jamugurihat
has been staging demonstrations in front
of thedivisional office of Pakke Wildlife
Sanctuary and Tiger Reserve since June 8
in support of their long pending demands.
STFWildlife Union workersfrom Seijusa
and Reserve Forest of west bank PTR aong
with union workers from Tipi, Rillo and
Seijosa ranges were assembled altogether
respectively. More interestingly, nine do-
mestic elephants were also seen standing
inlinedongwiththe STFworkers. Thedem-
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) onstrators demanded rel ease of the| r pend-

ing salaries from December last year.The
demonstrators shouted slogans 'no salary
nowork'. The STF employeeshavetolead a
difficult lifedueto non release of their sala-
riesin duetime. While they have been ren-
dering services for protection of the wild
life sanctuary and tiger reserve round the
clock. According to the demonstrators, the
central government had already released the
sdary of 202 STFworkersbut dueto negli-
genceof T. Pali, theD.F.O of Wildlife Sanc-
tuary, they have been deprived from get-
ting their dues. The demonstrators also de-
manded immediate transfer of the DFO.

Team from vigilance and anti corruption
visits Nagaon PS to investigate the nexus
between police official and criminal

NAGAON, Junel0: Ateamfrom Vigilance
and Anti-Corruption, Guwahati visited
Nagaon Sadar Police Station today and in-
terrogated one Tajnur Hussain alias Raju
for over two hoursin the police station it-
self, sources added. Sources claimed that
the team from vigilance and anti corrup-
tion, were comprising of three officialsfrom
the cell rushed to the PS this morning and
interrogated him for over two hoursin the
PSitself. Tajnur Hussain was arrested re-
cently from Juria area in connection with
case no 265/20. It is noteworthy to men-
tion that notorious criminal Tajnur Hussain
wasarrested from Jurialast year and police
recovered an illegal 7.65 pistol and other

ammunitions from his possession. In the
meantime, Tajnur wasableto fleefrom po-
lice net just right after hisarrest following
which Nagaon police declared him ab-
sconding criminal. Significantly, Tajnur
Hussain was hiding in Morigaon district
for over acouple of months and managing
asenior policeofficia of Morigaon district,
Tajnur became a regular visitor to
Morigaon Police Guest House. Besides, he
also used to introduce himself to the gen-
era publicasaCID official. Followinghis
recent arrest, arow over his nexus with a
top policeofficia of Morigaon district came
into light in variouslocal medias and pub-
lic sought a probe into the issue.

CelebratesFoundation Day

Vi
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Guwahati, Junel0: BF (Just BeFriendly),
a Guwahati based social sector organiza-
tionworking for animal welfaresince 2003,
isorganizing free Anti RabiesVaccination
drive at seven different locations across
Guwahati on 10th June 2021 to celebrate
its Foundation Day in North East India.
According to Dr Sashanka Sekhar Dultta,
Chief Functionary of JBF, the organization
has been doing its part to mitigate deadly
Rabies and will continue to carry on

through every possibleway. He al so added
that heis confident that with their continu-
ousactivitieswewill reachtheultimategoa
of Rabiesfree society by 2030. For the Free
Anti RabiesVaccination Program theorga-
nization collaborated with prime govern-
mental and non-governmental authorities
to carry onthedrive smoothly and to reach
every animal in need. Thedriveis carried
onin all the following venues from 9 AM
to 12PM viz Teaching Veterinary Clinic,
Khanapara; State Veterinary Hospital,
Chenikuthi; Pet Care Unit, Jalukbari; Vet
Care(Holistic Medicos), Hengerabari; Ur-
ban Tails, Kahilipara; Safe Haven Clinic,
Dispur and Hiyaas (Clinic and Surgical
Centre for Pets), Ghoramara Chariali. Ra-
biesis deadly, but preventable. JBF since
it'sinception on 2003 has been working to
eradicate this deadly disease with the sole
motive to build a healthy society for both
human and animal.

APEDA, Power& Hydropower Department

Carry

M echuka 10th June: A
survey and maintenance
works on existing system
of Yorko Hydel was
carried out by team
APEDA, power and
hydropower departments
to enhance and add to
the power demand by
drawing supply from the

said hydel. The depart- reduced.
ments disclosed that few  Thetransformer of
moreworksareto be Mechuka village has also

carried out and power of
adjoining villageswill be
fed by this

hydel so that load on
Power House gets

been brought down to
Aalo to sort out
sometechnical problems
and the department has
urged the consumers fed

out Mamtenance of Yorko Hydd

from the transformer to bear
with inconveniences.

MahapurushaSrimanta
Sankaradeva
Viswavidyalaya
(MSSV) Ceéebrated its
8th Foundation Day

Nagaon, June 10: Mahapurusha Srimanta Shankardev
University, ahigher educationd institutein central Assam,
today Stepped into its eight years of its establishment. In
view of the current covid situation, this eight Foundation
Day programmeis organized through online platform fol-
lowed by flag hosting at its main campus at Nagaon at 9
am by Dr. Hitesh Deka, Vice-Chancellor of the university.
After that Dr. Mrinal Kr Borah, Registrar of the university
hosting the formel session kf the day which was con-
ducted via google meet. This was after which the vice-
chancellor of the university, Dr.Hitesh Deka, respectfully
recalled the people behind the establishment of the uni-
versity and launched the e-journal of the institution. The
chancellor of the university and Podadhikar of Srimanta
Sankaradeva Sangha K amal akant Gogoi, and Chife advi-
sor of Srimanta Shankardev Sangh Bhabendranath Deka,
Prodhan Sompadak of Shrimant Shankardev Sangha Sjt
Babul Boraa ong with university professors, officials, stu-
dentsaswell asthe officia of Srimanta Shankardev Sangha
are also present. On the day of its foundation day, the
Vice-Chancellor of the University announced the award
of *Vice Chancellor's Excellence Award* for the session
2020-21. For thistimeVice-Chancellor conferred the award
to Mrinal Kumar Gogoi, HOD In-charge and Assistant
Professor, Department of Social Work, employee Diganta
bora and Govind Balmiki for their sincerity, dedication,
punctuality and hard work. In thisvertual meet about 250
members joined from Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Delhi
and rest of India and expressed their gratitude and suc-
cessfor theuniversity. Thiswasinformed to mediaby Dy.
Registrar (Admin.) of theuniversity Dr. S.K.Sarkar.
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Moinakhurung Sone Crusher Unit Under Kamrup East Division , Guwahati ,
Donated to Rs 1.80 Lakhsto CM Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma at His Official Chamber
For CM Relief Fund , Recently

Tense Stuation prevails at Rupahihat
following the myserious death of a youth

NAGAON, June 10: The tense situation
prevailed at the greater Rupahihat bazaar
today following a mysterious death of a
youth chased by Rupahihat police last
evening. Sources claimed that the de-
ceased youth Saif Akhtar (23) of Laogaon
village under Nagaon PS was assembled
along with ahuge crowd in abetting cricket
match held under newly constructed bridge
at Gorematikhuwa. Being informed about
the huge crowd there, when a team from
Rupahihat PS rushed to the spot, on see-
ing police, people assembled in the crowd

Star Cement TicksAnother Firstin
North-East- A Prestigious

‘NABL Accredited’

Cement Lab

ity cement to them,” Shri Gupta
added. Congratulating the Star
Cement Team on this achieve-
ment, Shri Mukesh Saxena, Sr. VP
& Plant Head Guwahati Grinding
Unit, Star Cement said that it is
Team effort that hasled the com-
pany to record this unique
achievement in NE Region.
“NABL accreditation of our Ce-
ment Lab will ensure consistency
in our product quality and will
provide Star Cement products a
clear differentiation in the mar-
ket place. It will further
strengthen the company’s re-
solvetowards excellencein cus-
tomer services and product in-

novation,” Shri Saxena added.

Guwahati, June10: Star Cement,
the most trusted and premium
cement brands of North-East has
recently added a new feather to
its cap by becoming the first ce-
ment lab of the region to receive
aNABL accreditation. National
Accreditation Board for Testing
and Calibration (NABL), an au-
tonomous body under the aegis
of Ministry of Science & Tech-
nology, Government of Indiahas
recently granted itsaccreditation
to the cement testing laboratory
of Star Cement Ltd situated at its
grinding unit in Sonapur,
Guwahati. NABL isthesolebody
authorized by the Government of
Indiato grant accreditationinal-
most all the fields of science, en-

Vehiclesloaded with
Illegal timber ssaized

Guwahti, June 10 : A vehicle loaded with illegal timbers
was detected and seized by the Beat Officer, Sadar Beat
Rangia on Wednesday. Beat Officer along with forest per-
sonnel intercepted the vehicle while it was coming from
BTAD. The vehicle is now under the safe custody of the
department. Another vehicleloaded with sawn timberswas
detected and seized in Lewbari areaunder the Goal para Sadar
Range on Tuesday evening. Range Officer, SantanaMedhi,
Goalpara Sadar Range accompanied by her personnel
chased and intercepted the vehicleladen with timbers. Cases
have been registered against the offenders.

gineering and medical testing.
The accreditation granted to the
testing laboratory of Star cement
provides the underlying assur-
ance that the organization is ad-
hering to theinternationally rec-
ognized standards for testing
and calibration. Commenting on
the feat, Shri Sanjay Kr. Gupta,
CEO, Star Cement said, “Weare
honoured to becomethefirst ce-
ment testing lab of the region to
receive the prestigious NABL
accreditation.” “Thisrecognition
from a body authorized by the
Government of India will defi-
nitely strengthen the trust and
confidence of our customers on
Star Cement’scommitment in de-
livering the most premium qual -

=

Laboratory accreditation is a
means of determining the tech-
nical competence of laboratories
to perform specific typesof test-
ing, measurement and calibra-
tion. And, the intensive assess-
ment process is done by techni-
cal expert auditors, lead auditors
from renowned laboratories, re-
search centers and various other
government organizations in-
volved by the NABL authorities.
Star Cement Ltd. (SCL) isoneof
theleading cement playersinthe
East India cement market with
around 6 MT annual manufactur-
ing capacity. Company’s flag-
ship brand Star Cement is a
household name in North-East
and Eastern states.

ServicesOf Few Spedial Trains

Services of special trains running between Guwahati - Okha extended

Guwahati, Junel10: It
has been decided to
restore the services of
few special trainsin N.
F. Railway fromthis
month for the benefit of
passengers. To help
clear extrarush of
passengers, it has also
been decided to extend
the services of special

train running between Okha and
Guwahati with existing timings,
stoppages, composition, days of run
and with revised timings at few
stations.

Restoration of train service:

" Servicesof Train No. 05621
Kamakhya - Anand Vihar (T) special
express leaving from Kamakhyaat 05-
35 hours on every Thursday to reach
Anand Vihar (T) at 18-15 hours on next
day have been restored from 17th
June, 2021. In return direction, Ser-
vices of Train No. 05622 Anand Vihar

Pranab Kumar Nath, a Yoga expert and a resident of Milan Nagar Dibrugarh has won first position in senior category in 9th Asian Yoga
Foorts Championship organised by International Youth Yoga Federation India and Om Shaptharishi Yoga, Malaysia held on 30th May 2021
virtually. Pranab Kumar Nath, a silent yoga exponent got many laurels in the field of yoga and by profession he is an Assistant Director of
Akashvani and Doordarshan Dibrugarh under Ministry of Information and Broadcasting.

(T) - Kamakhya special expressleaving
from Anand Vihar (T) at 23-45 hourson
every Friday to reach Kamakhyaat 15-
30 hours on third day have been
restored from 18th June, 2021.

"Servicesof Train No. 05624
Kamakhya - Bhagat Ki Kothi special
express leaving from Kamakhyaat 17-
15 hours on every Friday to reach
Bhagat Ki Kothi at 21-45 hours on
third day have been restored from 18th
June, 2021. Inreturn direction, Ser-
vicesof Train No. 05623 Bhagat Ki
Kothi - Kamakhyaspecia expressleaving
from Bhagat Ki Kothi at 16-10 hourson
every Tuesday to reach Kamakhyaat 23-
10 hours on third day have been restored
from22nd June, 2021.

" Servicesof Train No. 05640
Kamakhya - Puri special express
leaving from Kamakhya at 20-10 hours

started running away. Many of them even
jumped into the nearby rivulet. Meanwhile,
policefrom the same PSreceived informa-
tion from Rupahihat Model Hospital that
some people brought a dead person to the
hospital stating that he had died fleeing
away from police. The crowd went on a
rampage and created ruckus in the hospi-
tal. Besides, the crowd vandalised the hos-
pital and destroyed doors as well as win-
dows and other properties of the hospital.
Police immediately rushed to the spot and
tried to bring the situation under contral,
sources added. But the crowd was so vio-
lent that they even leaped on police and
forcefully brought the body of the deceased
youth to Rupahihat PS. Meanwhileviolat-
ing almost all COV D protocol, the crowd
created alaw and order situationinside PS
and started pelting stones at the police
personnel. Getting no option, policefinally
had to blank fire several roundsto disperse
the crowd, sources said adding that no in-
juries were reported in the police firing,
sources said adding that a case was regis-
tered in Rupahihat PSin this regard.

COVID claims
one in Nagaon
district, 213 fresh
cases detected

NAGAON, June 10: More 213 fresh
COVID cases were detected today, tak-
ing the total cumulative active COVID
casesthedistrict to 3188 while one more
died of COVID 19 today in the district.
Including this death case, atotal of 73
peoplehavedied of COVID 19inthedis
trict till the time of filing this report,
sources said.

M eanwhile 380 peoplewho were un-
dergoing treatment in hospital aswell as
at homes after being affected by the vi-
rus, have been recovered from infection
of the virus today.

Sources claimed that among those
who tested positive today, 95 people
wereimmediately admitted to hospital as
well asother COVID Care Centresset up
at various placesinthedistrict whilethe
rest were put in home isolation.

Rapid Antigen Test was conducted
0n 11658 peopletoday while RT-PCR test
was conducted on 126 swab samples,

Redored INNFR

on every Sunday to reach Puri at 02-55
hours on third day have been restored
from 20th June, 2021. In return direc-
tion, Servicesof Train No. 05639 Puri -
Kamakhya special expressleaving
from Puri at 14-55 hours on every
Tuesday to reach Kamakhyaat 21-35
hours on next day have been restored
from 22nd June, 2021.

Services of the following train have
been extended:

Services of Train No. 09501/09502
Okha - Guwahati - Okha special
leaving from Okha on Friday have
been extended for more one trip to run
on 18th June, 2021 and leaving from
Guwahati on Monday have also been
extended for another trip to run on
21st June, 2021. Thetrain will runwith
revised timings at few stations from
Kotajunction to Varanasi junction.

The details of stoppages and timings
of these trains are available in
Railway's website and are also being
notified in various newspapers and
social mediaplatformsof N.F. Railway.
Passengers are requested to see these
details before undertaking their
journey.On arrival at their destination,
the passengers will have to adhere to
prevailing health protocols of the
destination state. All passengers are
requested to co-operate with the
railway and respective state govt
officialsin thisregards.
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Global protection
against the disease

G7 summit will call for anew, transparent investigation by
the World Health Organization into the origins of the
coronavirus, according to a leaked draft communique for the
meeting.The call was initiated by Joe Biden's administration
and follows the US president's decision to expand the Ameri-
can investigation into the origins of the pandemic, with one
intelligence agency |leaning towards the theory that it escaped
from a Wuhan laboratory.The broad consensus among scien-
tific expertsremainsthat themost likely explanationisthat Covid-
19 jumped to humansfrom ananimal host inanatura event. An
on-the-ground investigation by WHO experts earlier thisyear
concluded that it was"extremely unlikely" the pandemic began
in a laboratory.According to Bloomberg News, which said it
had sight of the communique draft, the G7 will also commit to
deliver abillion extra doses of the Covid-19 vaccine over the
next year to accel erate global protection against thedisease. The
move may disappoint aid agenciesthat want most of theworld's
8 hillion peopleto be vaccinated, but the communique will ar-
gue that the fresh commitment will dramatically increase the
number of people in the developing world offered a
vaccine.Ahead of hisarrival at the summit, Biden said the US
would commit to buying 500m doses of the vaccine for distri-
bution to devel oping countries. The communique, which is of -
ten leaked ahead of the G7 summit, is due to be finalised on
Sunday following athree-day meeting in Cornwall. At the 2020
summit in France, leaders abandoned publishing alist of com-
mitments after then-president Donald Trump refused to sign
the letter.According to the Bloomberg report, this year's com-
muniquewill contain apledgeto tackleforced labour in global
supply chains, including in the solar and garment sectors and
whereit involvestheforced labour of minorities.Inaclear swipe
at Chinasleadership, the commitment also forces EU leaders,
the US, Canada, Japan and the UK to take action against Beijing
followingtheill treatment of Uyghur Mudimsin Xinjiang.It will
include a pledge to end unnecessary trade restrictions on vac-
cine exportsalong with commitmentsto shift to zero-emission
vehicles, and a promise of new funding to tackle the climate
emergency while also stressing the need to ensure the long-
term sustainability of public finances once the recovery is
firmly established.lt isunderstood therewill also beacall for
Russia to tackle groups within its borders that conduct
ransomware attacks, use virtual currencies to launder ran-
soms, and carry out other cybercrimes.

Aviation and Sustainable Development

=z Hardeep S Puri

round the globe, Civil Aviation

A has been a sector that has pro
pelled economic growth, pro-

moted social development and created
access. On the other hand, it has also
had alimited detrimental impact on our
environment, especially onthelocal en-
vironment, as aircraft and airport op-
erations contributeto air, water, soil and
noise pollution.In October 2016, theIn-
ternational Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAO) decided to launch aninitiative
to limit emissions from international
aviation. Global consciousness around
this has driven numerous policy-driven
solutionsto beimplemented in the sec-
tor regarding the efficient operation of
aircraft and airports. As we celebrate
World Environment Day in United Na-
tions Decade of Ecosystem Restora-
tion, it is fitting to look at the Indian
Civil Aviation sector and the efforts

taken to step into the next era of avia-
tion, with environmental and ecosys-
tem preservation as a core tenet.Pre-
COVID, Indiawasthethird-largest do-
mestic aviation market globally, with
approximately 140 million passengers
traveling annually. The country is
poised to become the third-largest
overall market in three years. With just
7.3% of the population using aviation
asamode of transportation, the growth
potential in the sectoris immense.
While Covid-19 has undoubtedly dis-
rupted the sector, we are making a re-
silient and robust comeback as we
revitalise our economy.Push for initia-
tives like the Airport Council Interna-
tional - Airport Carbon Accreditation
Programme, which independently as-
sesses and recognises the efforts of
airports to manage and reduce their
carbon emissions through 6 levels of
certification, isatimely intervention to
combat climate change.India has been
following the programme since 2014.
Recognising that the Indian aviation
sector will undergo exponential growth
in the coming years, addressing the

environment and sustainability con-
cernsisatop priority for us.Delhi Air-
port is the first airport in the Asia Pa-
cificregionto haveachieved "Level 3+,
Neutrality" accreditation in 2016 and
"Level 4+, Transition", the highest ac-
creditation in 2020. Other airportslike
Mumbai, Hyderabad & Bangalore In-
ternational Airports have achieved
Level 3+ Airport Carbon
accreditation.Airports Authority of In-
dia has been taking the lead in imple-
menting technical fixes for route
optimisation like shortening and
straightening major air routes, Reduced
Horizontal Separation and Performance-
based Navigation (PBN).In consulta-
tion with Indian Air Force, AAl has
optimised airspace utilisation under
Flexible Use of Airspace (FUA) initia-
tive. Estimated annual CO2 emissions
reduction by establishing the 32 con-
ditional routes come to about 2 Lakh
Metric Tonnes.Initiatives to promote
the adoption and promotion of renew-
able energy use at Indian Airports have
also beeninitiated. Since 2014, thein-
stalled solar capacity hasincreased by
44 MWpat 44 airports, helping us
achieve a carbon emission reduction of
approximately 57,600 tonnes of CO2 per
annum at AAI Airports.Today, Delhi
Airport sources 100% of their energy
demand through renewable energy
sources. Similarly, with an installed
Solar Power capacity of 40 MWp,
Cochin International Airport has be-
come the first fully solar-powered air-
port in India.In tandem, initiatives to
promote energy conservation and moni-
toring have also been brought into the
fold through regular energy audits.
Since 2014, review auditsto assessthe
effectiveness of implementation mea-
sures of previous audits have already
been completed for 50 airports.Also,
under the National LED program
(UJALA- UnnatJyoti by Affordable

LEDsfor al), AAl hasaimedto replace
conventional light fixtureswith LED fit-
tingsat 85 airports. Thework has been
completed at 81 airports, and at four
airports, the work is in
progress.Infrastructure building which
is another essential aspect of an ex-
panding civil aviation industry in the
country, has been brought under a
green and sustainability focus. Delhi,
Mumbai, and Bengaluru International
Airportshave already received a'Gold
rating' by the International Green Build-
ing Organisation, LEED. While Jammu,
Chandigarh, and Tirupati airports have
received a"4-star rating" by Green Rat-
ing for Integrated Habitat A ssessment
(GRIHA), which is India's very own
green building rating system.The AAI
has also taken the initiative on waste
and water management by minimising
the wastage of potable water by pro-
cessing wastewater and reusing treated
water. The Sewage Treatment Plants
(STP) and Rainwater harvesting are
provided/planned with every existing/
new project. Through the UDAN'
UdeDeshkaAamNagrik' scheme, 100
new airportsare being built to increase
access to civil aviation in the country.
Thisdevelopment will benefit from the
decisions made in hindsight, as green
infrastructure, energy efficiency, waste
management, and efficient transporta-
tion have become vital aspects of
India's expanding civil aviation sector.
Over the next decade, finding the ap-
propriate balance between ecology,
economy, and society will be crucial.
Civil Aviation progressthat is synchro-
nous with preserving and restoring our
environment and ecosystemsisthe key
to unlocking a safe, healthy and pros-
perous future for our citizens and re-
mains a cornerstone philosophy of the
Modi government.

The writer is Union Minister for
Civil Aviation

Kashmir issuelisriding on Palestinian causeto
gan globa support. But who isbehind it?

= Tara Kartha

the handling of the Covid-19 pandemic,

some interesting developments have
gone entirely unnoticed. True, the sudden
flaring up of the Palestine issue did take
up media space and lead to angry reac-
tions. But what went under the radar was
that in Kashmir and other parts of the
world, the plight of Palestinians was sud-
denly being talked and written about, and
even sung along with the Kashmir issue,
in protests, webinars and overwhelmingly
on social media. While the underlying
theme was meant to highlight the plight of
Muslims, none of these platforms men-
tioned the prosecution of Muslims in
China's Xinjiang or their killing by the
Taliban. That, in itself, is a clue. But it's
not thewhole story.In May, the Valley saw
violent anti-lsrael protests at atime when
strict pandemic restrictionswerein place.
It led to arrests, including of acleric from
Shopian, who had made afiery speech on
Palestine at a gathering on the eve of Eid,
whichwent viral. Theresult?Violence, ar-
restsand crowds on the street, al of which
was covered eagerly by social media
influencers. Most of those arrested were
released a day later, which of course was
ignored.But the recent protests are curi-
ous for several reasons. Kashmiris have
been backing the Palestine causefor years,
with some of the worst violence during the
2014 Gaza crisis, when Palestinian flags
were flown on vehicles and shops in
Srinagar in agesture of solidarity. But the
fact isthat support to the Pal estinian cause
has increased significantly under the
NarendraModi government, with thefirst
ever primeministerial visit to Palestine tak-
ing place in February 2018. Here's another
fact. Palestinians themselves have never
protested for Kashmir on the ground. Or
in support of India either even though the
Pal estinian Authority expects Delhi's sup-

I n all the noise of the blame game over

Palestine is certainly not originating in
Gaza.Take a look at who's covering this
story. One prominent source is the Turk-
ish Anadolu Agency, which regularly pub-
lishes articles linking Palestine to Kash-
mir. Ankara is known to be on the same
page as |slamabad on this, but interest-
ingly, Iamabad's English mediaisfar more
discerning. It is now being punished se-
verely for itsindependence. Then thereis
the Qatari mouthpiece, Al Jazeera, which
apart from coverage of "Indian Adminis-
tered Kashmir" also publishes the Pales-
tine twinning aspect. This, in turn, is
viewed through the lens of scholarship by
experts, for instance at the University of
Warwick, who while apparently examining
post-colonial states, also do an extremely
one-sided analysis of Kashmir, Hindutva
and 'post secularism'.Higher in the peck-
ing order are posts on the institute of one
of thetop universities, UC Berkeley, which
pushes the Palestine-Kashmir linkage.
Then there is the Kashmir scholars net-
work working on the samelines, though it
doesn't offer any details on its website.
Thereis, however, aletter from the body,
to the United Nations General Assembly
urging it to not give Indiaaseat onthe UN
Security Council. It is signed by a group
of academicsfrom acrossthe US, and ob-
viously from the Quaid-i-Azam University
in Pakistan. It naturally doesn't mention
Pakistan's completely illegal - by its own
laws - occupation of Gilgit Baltistan and
so-called 'Azad Kashmir'. Thisisjust the
tip of theiceberg. Thewholeisbacked and
encouraged by another set of actors.For
some time, groups formerly focused only
on Palestine have turned their attention to
Kashmir. A group named American Mus-
limsfor Palestine made its voice heard on
the Article 370 issue. Research outlines
other ties, particularly between the shad-
owy Stand With Kashmir and groups like
Students for Justice in Palestine, now out
instrengthinavigil against Israeli actions,
in twinning Kashmir with Palestine. SWK
also supported a solidarity march for Pal-
estine on 29 May by the Council for Ameri-
canlslamic Relations, agroup that aimsto

port. So, the conflation of Kashmir and

fight Islamophobiain the US. Yet another
is the Majlis Ash Shura, an umbrella
organisation of nearly ahundred mosques
and other outfits that organises webinars
where the audience is urged to see Kash-
mir in the sameway they view Palestine.A
central rolein much of thisisby the ICNA
(Islamic Circle of North America), which
has long aspired to lead the dialogue on
Kashmir in the US. It is now shown to be
supportive of the Jamaat -i-1slami, agroup
that propagates and encourages violence
intheValley, and isclosely associated with
Pakistani intelligence, not to mention ter-
ror groupsin Kashmir. The ICNA, with its
million dollar purse, now brackets not only
Palestine and Kashmir but also the Black
Lives Matter movement, thus powerfully
building up its base in the US. Backed by
adeep purse (with funds pouring in online
asthisiswritten), it was identified as the
main backer for last year's Congressional
hearings on Kashmir.Thetwinning isalso
apparent on social media. Take, for in-
stance, this undoubtedly melodious song
on Pal estine and Kashmir, by an advocacy
group that is apparently based in London,
Rome, Istanbul, Toronto, and, of all places,
Beijing. Unsurprisingly, its members are
anonymous, but the song itself has hit the
charts well on social media. Even more
notable is the BDS Movement (Boycott,
Divestment, Sanctions) with anear global
reach, and some two lakh followers on
Twitter. It just launched its first entirely
poisonous video against the Modi gov-
ernment and itspoliciesin Kashmir. There's
more of thisactivity, particularly on social
media, than can be adequately docu-
mented here. But the point is that the US
and others, with very little knowledge
about the Kashmir issue, particularly the
state of affairs on the Pakistani side, are
now being heavily influenced at a time
when matters on the Gaza strip have taken
centre stage. To put it even more simply,
the Pakistanis and their allies have man-
aged to piggyback on the Palestine issue
to their advantage.The irony is that those
fighting for Pal estine should wish they had
even half the rights that Kashmiris have
enjoyed for years. While their land has
been steadily eroded, not an inch of
Kashmiri land could be sold to outsiders
till recently. Even after the setting aside of
Article 370, new domicilelawsstill restrict
land ownership in the state. Yes, it irks
some Kashmiris. But that's the truth when
compared to the Gaza strip.More impor-
tantly, hundreds of Indian soldiers have
died fighting well-armed terrorists, but
have never ever slipped intoraising levels
of force. Civilians have little idea of the
sheer grit needed to ensure peacein Kash-
mir for those who really want it. Notice
also that while Kashmiri Pandits were
forced out, there are no Muslim Kashmiri
refugees anywhere, unlike the 5.7 million
Palestinians outside of their land.

India'sretired

divided on M
policy. RSS has

ndia's elite diplomatic community has usu

I aly fought shy of publicly commenting on
current foreign policy trends, but last
week's letter by one set of retired diplomats
attacking another set of retired diplomats has
burst open this particularly polarised can of
afflicted beings.For a service that always
prideditself on nuance, the letter firmly places
the group of 33 former ambassadors that has
signed it, called the Forum of Former Ambas-
sadors of India (FOFA), in the pro-Narendra
Modi camp; while statements by the Consti-
tutional Conduct Group (CCG), alarger body
of retired civil servants, are largely seen as
critical of the Prime Minister.This letter was
not FOFA'sfirst foray into the public domain.
Likethe Ministry of External Affairs, FOFA has
earlier been critical of Justin Trudeau's com-
ments on the farmer protests, of the World
Trade Organization's "double standards" on
agriculture, and beenin favour of French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron taking atough line on
Islamist terror attacks. FOFA's best-known
member is former foreign secretary Kanwal
Sibal, who, in 2002, refused to entertain criti-
cism of the Gujarat riots by the European
Union.The burden of FOFA's latest argument
is that there is unfair criticism of Modi's for-
eign policy, whenin fact, there has always been
continuity - for example, the 1998 nuclear tests
were conducted under Atal Bihari Vajpayeeand
led to the 2008 Indo-US nuclear deal under
Manmohan Singh. (Except, FOFA forgets how
the BJP tried hard to stymie the nuclear deal
during Singh's tenure and even prevented the
PM from speaking during avote of confidence
in Parliament.)But what riles FOFA most isnot
just CCG'scriticism of the Modi government,
but that internationally reputed foreign policy
practitioners like former National Security
Adviser Shiv Shankar Menon and former For-
eign Secretary Shyam Saran - both of whom
are signatories to CCG statements - have es-
pecially disputed Modi's foreign policy han-
dling of Chinaaswell asthe Covid crisis, while
accusing him of "image management." The big
difference, of course, between FOFA and CCG
is that the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) takes a keen interest in the former. Se-
nior and powerful RSS leaders like Krishna
Gopal and Dattatreya Hosabale, the number-
two man in the organisation only next to
M ohan Bhagwat, have addressed FOFA meet-
ings. While Chandra Wadhwa, RSS function-
ary in charge of the RSS' 'vishesh sampark' or
'special initiatives' project, and India Founda-
tion trustee, is the only non-ambassador who
regularly posts RSS documents on the Forum's
WhatsApp group.Some would say, so what?
After all, the RSS makes no secret of wanting
to make friends and influence people, so what's
wrong if it seeksto win over agroup of retired
Indian diplomats?Asfor the diplomatsin ques-
tion, itisentirely up to themif they want to be
guided and influenced by one or another
thought process or ideology - after all, thefree-

diplomatsare
odi'sforeign
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dom to practice and believe in anything you
want is the underpinning of a democratic
state.In which case, one might ask, why the
secrecy? Why does FOFA want to hide its
association with the RSS? Last week's | etter,
infact, makes no mention of thefact that FOFA
has such a relationship with the ruling BJP's
ideological mentor.Questions to FOFA's
convenor, Bhaswati Mukherjee, and Chandra
Wadhwa, asked around the time Hosabal e ad-
dressed the forum some months ago, did not
yield any response. "Speak to the Ambassa-
dors," was all that Wadhwa would
say.Certainly, thisis not thefirst time that the
Indian Foreign Service (IFS) has been split
wide open. Former | FS officer Brajesh Mishra,
who became famous for his interaction with
Mao Ze Dong (when Mao 'smiled' at Brajesh
Mishra) when hewas posted in Beijing in 1970,
quit the service in 1981 because he disagreed
with IndiraGandhi'srefusal to openly condemn
the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan; he later
joined the BJPin 1991 and became Vajpayee's
powerful National Security Advisorin 1998.It's
not even the first time that aformer diplomat
has joined politics and become a serving ex-
ternal affairsminister like S. Jaishankar. Former
IFS officer of the 1953 batch, K. Natwar Singh,
joined the Congressin 1984 and became min-
ister of statein Rajiv Gandhi's government and
afull-fledged minister in 2004, when the Con-
gress returned to power under Manmohan
Singh. Mani Shankar Aiyar, who resigned from
theFSin 1989 to join the Congress party and
later became petroleum minister, hasbeen very
critical of the BJP.The charge of former diplo-
mats turning politically partisan doesn't hold
water - that'swhat they are expected to do.IFS
officers have joined all kinds of political par-
ties - Pavan Varma joined Nitish Kumar's
Janata Dal in 2013; MeiraKumar joined Con-
gressin 1985 and rose to become social jus-
tice and empowerment minister in 2004 and
Speaker in 2009; while Hardeep Singh Puri,
minister for urban affairsand civil aviationin
the current Modi government, joined the BJP
in 2014.1n today's deeply polarised politics,
George W. Bush's "you're with us, or against
us' mentality prevails.
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Welcome The Grand Lifewith Hyundal
ALCAZAR Bookings Now Open

New Delhi, June 10 : Hyundai
Motor India Ltd., country's First
Smart Mobility Solutions provider
and largest exporter since incep-
tion, today announced the com-
mencement of bookings for itsup-
coming 6and 7 Seater Premium SUV
- Hyundai ALCAZAR. The com-
pany is accepting bookings at
Hyundai Dealerships and on its
onlinecar buying platform- Click to
Buy (https://clicktobuy.
hyundai.co.in) for Rs25 000/- only,
with bookings commencing on June
09, 2021. Commenting on the
Hyundai ALCAZAR booking
announcement,Mr. Tarun Garg, Di-
rector (Sales, Marketing & Service),
Hyundai Motor India Ltd., said,
"Hyundai has had aremarkable 25-
year journey of excellencein India

Over the years, we have captivated
the dreams and aspirations of cus-
tomers with benchmark products
that elevate customer experiences,
thereby also amplifying customer
love especialy for Hyundai SUVs.
Our customers choose to live the
Hyundai SUV Lifewith brandssuch
asCRETA, VENUE, TUCSON and
KONA Electric, resultingin Hyundai
becoming the highest selling SUV
manufacturer in India, in 2020. To-
day, we are pleased to open the
bookingsfor Hyundai ALCAZAR,
our Premium 6 and 7 seater SUV that
will offer our customers Quality
Time, making travelling together a
more memorable and fun experi-
ence." Hyundai ALCAZAR isall
set to redefine premiumness, com-
fort and versatility for an unrivalled

travel experience. With ahost of 1st
in Segment features, Hyundai
ALCAZARwWill makejourneysmore
epic- » 26.03cm (10.25") Multi Dis-
play Digital Cluster,» BosePremium
Sound System (8 Speakers), * Auto
Healthy Air Purifier with AQI Dis-
play, = Front Row Seatback Table
with Retractable cup-holder and IT
DeviceHolder, * Front Row Sliding
Sunvisor, = Side Foot Step, * Rear
Window Sunshade, Creating a har-
monioussynergy of premium interi-
ors and futuristic technology,
Hyundai ALCAZARwill beoffered
with Premium Dua Tone Cognac
Brown interiors. The cabininspires
a soothing and elegant ambience,
while projecting a magnificent and
lavish in-car experience that is ac-
centuated by Hyundai ALCAZAR's
segment leading wheelbase of 2,760
mm. Hyundal ALCAZARwill come
with ahost of Advanced & Hi Tech
Features - * Voice Enabled Smart
Panoramic Sunroof, * 2nd Row One
Touch Tip and Tumble Seats (Cap-
tain & 60:40 Split Seats), = Drive
Mode Select (COMFORT | ECO |
SPORT) , = Traction Control Modes
(SNOW | SAND | MUD), » Puddle
Lamps with Hyundai Logo Projec-
tion, » 64 ColorsAmbient Lighting,
» Power Driver Seat - 8 Way, » Ad-

vanced Hyundai Blue Link (Con-
nected-Car Technology), Hyundai
ALCAZAR was conceptuaized to
resonate the magnificence of pal-
aces & castles. Crafted as the
epitome of manufacturing grandeur
- Hyundai ALCAZARishuiltlikea
fortress and features an extensive
application of 75.6 % Advanced and
High-Strength Sted (AHSS & HSS).
Based on Hyundai's Global Design
identity of Sensuous Sportiness,
Hyundai ALCAZAR characterizes
a unique design theme that repre-
sents a masterpiece of superior
craftsmanship. This6 and 7 seater
Premium SUV featuresaWing-Sur-
rounded architecture on the dash-
board, thereby accentuating thefed-
ing of spaciousness and modernity.,
Further, customers can choose from
four powertrains that include 2.0 |
Petrol MPi engine and 1.5 | Diesdl
CRDi enginewith optionsof 6-Speed
Manual and 6-Speed Automatic
transmissons. The 2.0 | Petrol MPi
engine with 6-Speed Manual trans-
mission, delivers power to conquer
withanaccderationof 0- 100kmvhin
9.5 seconds*. Whileboth 2.01 Petrol
MPi engineand 1.51 Diesel CRDi en+
gineoffer bestinssgment fud effidency
with6-Spesd Manud aswdll as6-Jpeed
Automatic transmissions.

FM Nirmala Stharaman meats heads of
INurers;, stresseson faster claim settlement

Mumbai, June 10 : During a virtua
meeting with the heads of insurance
companies, she stressed on the impor-
tance of streamlining the process and
documentation requirements under the
schemesso that the clamsaredisbursed
speedily, an officia statement said. The
objective is to ensure that more and
more persons working in the
unorganised segment get the much-
needed financial security of Rs 4 lakh
by enrolling themsel vesunder PMJIBY
and PMSBY at apremium of lessthan
Rs1 per day.Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Saturday reviewed the
progress made under the Pradhan
Mantri Garib Kalyan Packege (PMGKP)
insurance scheme for health workers
fighting COVID-19 and asked insurers
to accel erate the di sbursement of pend-
ing claims under the Pradhan Mantri
Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana (PMJIBY).
During avirtual meeting with the heads
of insurance companies, she stressed
on the importance of streamlining the
process and documentation require-
ments under the schemes so that the
claims are disbursed speedily, an offi-
cid statement said.While the amount
borrowed under the RBI-enabled
mechanism last year was Rs 1.1 lakh
crore - there was still a shortfal, Rs
60,000-Rs 70,000 crore by oneestimate
- the idea is to borrow some Rs 1.58
lakhcrorein2021-22.May Mop-up: GST
collection above Rs 1 lakh crore; rev-
enues 65% higher thanthat in May last
yearThe G7 accord feeds into a much
broader, existing effort. EXPLAINER-
What isaglobal minimum tax and what
will it mean?The finance minister ob-
served that under the PMGK P scheme,
atotal of 419 claims have been paid as
on date, amounting to Rs 209.5 crore
disbursed in the account of their
nominees.To address the issue of de-
laysarising out of states sending docu-
ments, Sitharaman said that anew sys-
tem has been put in place whereby a
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smplecertificatefromthe Digtrict Mag-
istrate (DM) and endorsed by the nodal
state health authority will be sufficient
to processthese claims.Shealso appre-
ciated the efforts of New India Assur-
ance Co which has been entrusted to
manage the scheme and cited the ex-
ample of Ladakh where a claim was
settled within four hours of receiving
theDistrict Magistrate (DM) certificate
and urged to maintain a similar ap-
proach in future.The finance minister
also directed the states to take up
COVID daimsof hedthworkerson pri-
ority and makemaximumuseof thissm-
plified mechanism that has been put in
place A total of 4.65 lakh claims have
been paid amounting to Rs 9,307 crore
under PMJJIBY. Sincethe beginning of
the pandemicthat isApril 2020 onwards
till date, 1.2 1akh claimshave been paid
amounting to Rs 2,403 crore, a adis-
posal rate of 99 per cent.The finance
minister also took stock of the disposal
of claims made under Pradhan Mantri
Surksha Bima Yojana (PMSBY)
scheme A total of 82,660 claims have
been paid settled amounting to Rs 1,629
croreasof May 31, 2021.Appreciating
the recent efforts made by insurance

companies and banks in speedy pro-
cessing of claims, she said that insur-
ancecompany officialsshould continue
being sympathetic while providing ser-
vices to nominees of deceased policy
holders, especially during pandemic
period.She aso appreciated the initia-
tivestaken recently to facilitate claims
processing under PMJIBY and PMSBY
during the pandemicincluding process-
ing of claimsby insurerswithin 7 days
instead of 30, end-to-end digitization of
the claim settlement process between
banks and insurance companies and
clamdocumentstransmissonviaemail/
App.Public sector insurance companies
aregoing toimplement API-based App
for claimtransmission by June 2021 and
rationalised formsand smplified claims
process being issued shortly, an offi-
cial statement said, adding attending
doctor'scertificate or certificate issued
by DM/authorized officer, in lieu of
death certificate to be considered for
the faster settlement of claim.These
claim amounts provide much-needed
financial relief to nominees who have
lost near and dear ones, and the
government's steps will enhance the
ease and speediness of this process, it

added.PMJIBY and
PMSBY werelaunchedin
2015 to provide life and
accidental insurance cov-
ers respectively of Rs 2
lakh eachtoall beneficia-
ries enrolled under the
schemes through their
bank withannua premium
of only Rs330and Rs 12,
respectively. The objec-
tiveisto ensurethat more
and more persons work-
ing in the unorganised
segment get the much-
needed financial security
of Rs4 lakh by enrolling
themselves under
PMJIBY and PMSBY aa
premium of lessthan Rs1
per day.Through the
government'sfinancid in-
clusion programme, while
over 42 crore bank-ac-
counts have been opened
under Pradhan Mantri Jan
Dhan Yojana (PMJDY),
cumulative enrolments
under PMJIBY and
PMSBY are 10 croreand
23 crore respectively, it
said.With Jan Dhan-
Aadhaar-mobilelinking,
the beneficiaries of dif-
ferent  government
schemes are receiving
the government support
directly intheir bank-ac-
counts, it added.

TheFrameTV 2021 isHere! It's
Smarter,Classer & Innovative

TheNew Samsung TVhas Customizable Bezds & isalso 46% Thinner

Delhi, June, 10 : Samsung, Indias
No. 1 TV brand, is introducing the 2021
edition of its most stylish and much de-
dredlifestyle TV, TheFrame, whichisaTV
whenit'sonandArt whenit'soff. The Frame
has been tastefully designed to make your
luxury living spaces more distinctive and
allow you to make your own style state-
ment with stunning and customizable be-
zel options. The43-inch The Frame makes
its debut this year, bringing design to life
in stylish compact spaces. The new Frame
will be available on Amazon, Flipkart and

signing their homes, they want technol-
ogy to add to their distinctive and
personalised elements of their lifestyle.
With The Frame 2021, we are empowering
our consumers to transform their living
space with customizable bezel options,
whilea so delivering brilliant picture qual-
ity through our QL ED technology. The new
edition will surely be a connoisseur's de-
light, elevating the design of any living
space," Sandeep Singh Arora, Senior Di-
rector, Online Business, Consumer Elec-
tronics, Samsung India, said.

Samsung's of - [
ficial online |
stor e
Samsung
Shop starting
at INR 61,990.
Itwill comein
four screen
szes-43-inch,
50-inch, 55-
inch and 65-
inch, from
June 12,
2021.Ealy bird
consumers
of The Frame

will get
complemen-
tary bezel

worth up to
INR 9,900, fromJune 12 to June 21. Unbe-
lievably stunning, The Frame lets you to
'Make your own TV' through various
customization options. With 2021 edition,
you can select different colour bezels to
complement your surroundings. Now cu-
rateyour persond art collection from grow-
ing library of over 1,400 piecesof art. And
not only this, you canupload and display
your family or travel photographs. You can
also customizeyour pictureswith 5 differ-
ent mat layout options and a pal ette of 16
different colours to make it more
realistic.That's not all, the all-new uber-
chic 2021 edition of The Frameis46%thin-
ner than the previous model, lookslikean
actual pictureframe and blendsin beauti-
fully anywhereyou put it. The Frame 2021
isn't just beautiful, it offers superior pic-
ture quality with QLED technology that
enables life like colours, enhanced con-
trast and impeccable details with 100%
colour volume for an exceptional picture
quality. The Frame 2021 also comeswith
Samsung's Quantum Dot technology,
powerful Quantum Processor 4K, 4K Al
up scaling capabilities, and SpaceFit
Sound that auto-optimises sound set-
tings after analysing the environment of
your room. The Frame 2021 will beavail-
able on Amazon, Flipkart and Samsung's
official online store Samsung Shop start-
ing June 12. Early bhird consumers of The
Framewill get complementary bezel worth
upto INR 9,900, fromJune 12 to June 21.
Asapart of Samsung's sustainability ini-
tiatives, The Frame 2021 will come with
sustainable packaging design that can be
upcycled as a cat house or bookshelf and
self-charging solar cell-powered remote
controlsthat doesn't need external batter-
ies and gets charged by indoor lights, to
help reduce greenhouse emissions. "Con-
sumerstoday arelooking for productsthat
are an amalgamation of great design and
premium technology. When they are de-

Create Own Your Style

The Frame 2021 will take the aesthetic
guotient of your home anotch higher, giv-
ing you the freedomto choose bezel colour
and bezel style options to complement
each spacein auniqueway.The Frame be-
zel can be customized with twocolour op-
tions. White and Teak and offer atasteful
contrast and subtle aesthetic complement
whether you are designing based on a
room'slocation or aunique colour pattern.It
also comes with a new height adjustable
TV stand especialy meant to accommo-
date the sound bar for a clutter free look.

For the Art Connoisseur in You

One of the most unique and spectacu-
lar features of The Frameisthat when it
isnot being used asa TV, it movesinto
Art Mode. The Frame 2021 comes with
additional original artworksto matchin-
dividual tastes and lets you curate your
own personal art collection with agrow-
ing library of over 1,400 pieces of art from
world-renowned institutions. It also in-
cludes Al-based auto-curation technol-
ogy that recommends artwork based on
your selections. The Frame2021 now of -
fers increased photo storage space, up
from 500 megabytesearlier to 6 gigabytes,
SO you can store up to 1,200 photos in
UHD quality.

Price, Offers & Whereto Buy

The new Frame will be available on
Amazon, Flipkart and Samsung's official
online store Samsung Shop starting at INR
61,990. Itwill comeinfour screensizes-43-
inch, 50-inch, 55-inch and 65-inch, from
Junel2,2021.

Early bird consumersof The Framewill
get complementary bezel worthupto INR
9,900, fromJune 12 to June 21.

Consumers can also avail a cashback
of up to INR 3,0000n No Cost EMIs on
HDFC debit and credit cards. It comeswith
exciting no-cost EMI options up to 24
months on leading banks.

No. TECH-30/SE(R&B)/BID-TENDER/2018-19/23,

Sealed bids affixing a non-refundable court fee stamp of Rs. 8.25 (Rupees Eight & Paisa Twenty Five) only with a
validity period of 180 days, which will subsequently to be converted and drawn up in the printed bid form are invited from the
registered contractors of Class - I(A),(B)&(C) category of Assam, PWD(Building)/BTC, according to their eligibility for

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

Dtd. Kokrajhar, the 8" June/2021

submitting bidders for the works stated below:

OPPQO's F19 Pro+5G becomes No.1
saling 5G smartphoneasper Counter point
for 2 consecutivemonths

OPPO F19 Pro+

NO.1 SELLING

5G SMARTPHONE

@ Sounterp

0PROFI9 o+ Was The Best Sllng 56

Guwahati, June 10 : Consolidating
its 5G legacy,OPPO India's F19 Pro+
5Gwas recently declared as the No 1

selling 5G smartphonein the 25k-30k
category for two consecutive months
inMarch and April. Marketsincluding
Ahmedabad, Bangal ore, and Mumbai
have been the top-performing states
recording the highest sales volume of
the product. F 19+ Pro, OPPQO's 5G
product launched in the mid-segment
range was introduced to make 5G ac-
cessible to all. Interestingly, this de-
vice successfully clocked sales worth
over INR 230 croresin only three days
of the F19 Pro seriesavailability inthe
market. Commenting on this success,
Mr.DamyantK hanoria, Chief Market-
ing Officer, OPPO India, said, "Weare
delighted to see the response we have
received on F19 Pro+ 5G. Thissuccess
bears testimony to the love and ac-
ceptance of the devices in the series.
This product stands for powerful
specs and continues to be a firm fa-
voriteamong millionsof Indian users.
We are driven to push the boundaries

of innovation and simultaneously cre-
ate engaging consumer touchpointsto
give our users a great experience as
we carry this legacy forward." The
brand aso introduced severa offers
that customers can avail in the month
of June. OPPO has collaborated with
HDFC Bank, Kotak Bank, Standard
Chartered and Bank of Barodafor cus-
tomers to avail aflat 7.5% Cashback
aong with zero downpapement finance
scheme and an 11% instant cashback
for anyone using PayTM. F series has
alwaysbeen afirm favoriteamong the
young discerning trendsetters
&known for its trending features al-
lowing users to flaunt their life.With
cutting-edge technol ogiesfrom unique
featureslike the Al Highlight Portrait
Video, Smart 5G, dual-video mode, su-
perior battery, immersive gaming expe-
rience, and alot more, the F19Pro se-
riesisdoing wondersamong theyoung
trendsetters.

Cost of . . Bid Security is .
;l(.) Name of Work AF"E;S'? ki\:la]l{ie)()f Bid document ealill]d(}srfuu;;i f[(;z ) to be Drawn in C;:;Tﬁgin
o (D/D) o favour of

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Construction of Boundary wall of Rs.89,912.00 for E.E. PWD,
Barkhopa M.E and High School General & Mushalpur 6 (Six

1. | (Examination Centre) Baksa. BTC under| K% #4:95:57300 | Rs. 13505 | ¢ ioccn e | RaB) Division, monthe
SOPD for the financial year 2019-20. Reserved Category Mushalpur

Detailed IFB may be seen in all working days in the office of the undersigned. Bids will be issued to the contractor
or their authorized agent upto 4.00 PM on 14 Tune/2021 in the office of the undersigned on payment in the form of Demand

Draft duly pledged in favour of Principal Secretary, Bodoland Territorial Council, Kokrajhar. The Bidder has to submit 2% in
case of GNL and 1% in case of ST/SC/OBC/MOBC/GE/UGE as Bid Security in the form of Fixed Deposit/Call Deposit/Bank
Guarantee under any Nationalized Bank duly pledged in favour of Executive Engineer, PWD Mushalpur (R&B) Division,

Mushalpur at the time of submission of Bid.

N.B :-
1. Date of receiving application
2. Date of issue of Bid document
3. Date of Pre-Bid Meeting
4. Date of receiving Bid
5. Date of Technical Bid Openinig
6.

: 22/06/2021 (at 2.30 P.M.)

In case of office remains closed due to various reasons on the scheduled dates as mentioned in the IFB, the same will

be received/issued/opened on the next working days.

7. Contractors/Bidders must submit Solvency Certificate from Nationalized Bank, Affidavit for Key Person, Affidavit
for Tools & Plants, Audit Report for last 5 (five) years & latest copy of Registration/PAN/VAT etc.

8.  Contractors/bidders who do not fulfill the requirement need not apply for bid. The Superintending Engineer, PWD
(R&B) Circle, Kokrajhar reserves the right of issuing of Bidding Document or outright rejection of the same without

assigning any reason thereof.

9. The intending bidders or their authorized representative may remain present at the time of opening of Bid.

10.  Others details can be seen in the bidding documents.
11.  This IFB will form a part of the contract agreement.

12.  The successful bidder shall deliver Performance Security of 1% (One P.C) for ST/SC/OBC/MOBC/GE/ UGE and
2%(Two P.C) for GNL of the contract price in the form of Fixed Deposit/Call Deposit/Bank Guarantee under any

Nationalized Bank duly pledged to the E .E, PWD, Mushalpur (R&B) Division. Mushalpur.

13. Payment will be made subject to the availability of fund.

IPR(BTC)-53/2021

: 11/06/2021 (up to 4.00 P.M.)
: 14/ 06/2021 (up to 4.00 PM.)
: 15/06/2021 (at 11.00 A.M.)

: 21/06/2021 (up to 2.00 PM.)

Sd/-
Superintending Engineer,
P.W.D.(R&B) Circle,Kokrajhar.




ﬁ FRIDAY, JUNE 11, 2021

The Assam Rising

US 'to buy 500 million Covid

and remembering hislate son, Beau, who served in the National Guard.He praised
US allies - "like-minded nations" - and added: "The United States is
back!""Democracies of theworld are standing together to tackle the toughest chal-
lenges and the issues that matter most to our future,”" he said.Mr Biden later trav-
elled onto Cornwall. The USpresident and Prime Minister Boris Johnsonwill meet
for thefirst time on Thursday, ahead of the G7 summit in the south-western corner of
England.Alsoin hiseight-day trip Mr Biden will meet the Queen at Windsor Castle
and join hisfirst Nato summit as president. He has said the visit is about "America
rallying the world's democracies’. The US president is due to meet his Russian
counterpart, Vladimir Putin, at theend of histravelsin Europe. The US government
will donatethevaccinesto 92 |ower-income countriesand theAfrican Union, Reuters
newsagency reports.Distribution will go through the Covax scheme, which was set
up last year totry to ensurefair accessto vaccinesamong rich and poor nations. The
UShad previoudy said it would donate 60m vaccine doses through Covax.People
familiar with the deal told the New York Timesthat the USwould pay for the doses
a a"not-for-profit" price.Albert Bourla, chief executive of Pfizer, is expected to
appear with Mr Bidenwhen heofficially announcestheinitiativeon Thursday.Earlier
thisweek, Mr Johnson said he would urge G7 |leaders to commit to vaccinating the
world against Covid-19 by the end of next year.The UK and Canada have not yet
said how many doses they will provide to the Covax scheme.The G7 (Group of
Seven) is made up of the world's seven largest so-called advanced economies -
Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the UK and the US - plusthe EU.Other G7
leaderswill arrivein Cornwall on Friday, and meetingswill get under way thefoll ow-
ing morning.image captionTracy Williams(L) and family memberswereamong those
waiting for Air Force One outside RAF Mildenhall The main topic of conversation
will be Covid recovery, including "astronger global health system that can protect
usal fromfuture pandemics'.The agendaal so includes climate change and trade.Mr
Bidenisexpected towarn that the ongoing UK -EU traderow could imperil peacein
Northern Ireland. He will call on fellow leaders to protect the gains of the Good
Friday agreement.At the end of the summit, the UK - asthehost nation - will publish
a document outlining what has been agreed by the leaders.The first US-Russia
summit of the Biden presidency will take placein Geneva, Switzerland, on 16 June.lt
comes at thetail end of Mr Biden'strip, giving the president plenty of timeto hear
from US dllies beforehand. The White House hasindicated that he intendsto cover
a"full range of pressing issues' with his Russian counterpart, including arms con-
tral, climate change, Russian military involvement in Ukraine, Russia's cyber-hack-
ing activitiesand thejailing of Russian dissident Alexei Navany.Three organisations
linked to Mr Navalny were outlawed by a Moscow court on Wednesday as
"extremist".Mr Putin threw cold water on the Biden meeting last week, saying he
hoped to improve the "extremely low level of relations’ between the two countries
but expected no breakthroughs.Speaking in Suffolk on Wednesday evening, Mr
Biden said that the US was not seeking conflict with Russia but wanted a stable,
predictable relationship.”l've been clear: the United Stateswill respond in arobust
and meaningful way if the Russian government engagesin harmful activities."He
said hewould tell Mr Putin there were consequences for "violating the sovereignty
of democracies in the United States, in Europe and elsewhere. The transatlantic
alliance (Nato) would remain avita source of strength for the UK, Europe and the
US, the president said. The White House said Mr Biden's meeting with Mr Johnson
ahead of the summit would "affirm the enduring strength” of the countries " special
relationship".Both leaderstook partinavirtual climate action summit hosted by the
USinApril but havenot yet metin person. The president and First Lady Jill Bidenwill
also bereceived by the Queen at Windsor Castle.It will bethe 95-year-old monarch's
first meeting with aforeign leader since the death of her husband Prince Philip.The
next leg of Mr Biden'strip takeshim to Brussels, where hewill meet leaders of other
Nato countries.USrelationswith Nato were strained under his predecessor Donald
Trump, but Nato Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg - in a White House visit on
Monday - hailed Mr Biden's" powerful commitment” to USalies.

CM inaugurates 300 bedded Covid

of thenew Covid Care Hospital adecisivemoveinthefight against Covid-19. He

also thanked DRDO for setting up the hospital within arecord period of around 20
days and for having been a generous partner in this critical project. The Chief
Minister further mentioned it as afine example of center-state collaboration and
collective spirit of the government of Assam and people of the state. Saying that
the hospital will havealife span of fiveyears, which can be further extended with
minimuminfrastructure boost up, the Chief Minister informed that therewill be 100
ICU bedsavailablein thehospital and oxygen facility could aso be madeavailable
in other 200 beds. Moreover, liquid oxygen tank has been set up to provide con-
tinuous supply of oxygen to patients which shall be refilled weekly, the Chief
Minister added. Chief Minister Sarmafurther said that from now on, trestment of
Covid patients will be gradually reduced at MM CH and Singimari hospital and
patientswill be taken care of at GMCH and the Covid Care Hospital at Sarusagjai.
Stating that planning was afoot to boost health care infrastructure further to
combat Covid 19 from thetime of formation of the government, the Chief Minister
said that during last 30 days 465 I CU bedsincluding bedswith ventilation facility,
2684 oxygen supported beds were added in the medical institutions. Moreover,
200 ICU beds at GMCH will be made functiona in next ten days; he informed
adding that the government is working to set up atleast 15 ICU beds in every
district hospital. Further, in view of flood and erosion affecting large population
every year in the state, the Chief Minister urged DRDO to consider setting up
makeshift housing facilities in different parts of the State so that flood affected
people could take shelter there. The Chief Minister also said that vaccination has
been intensified to cover al categories of people above 18. Moreover from 21 st
June, Assamwould start getting free vaccinefrom Government of India, whichwill
be a big relief to the State government. He aso informed that 1000 Paediatric
Intensive Care Units (PICU) will be set up to strengthen health infrastructure for
children needing critical treatment and there is no need for panic among people
about the third wave of the pandemic. The Chief Minister also thanked the health
officialsand medical fraternity for their unwavering commitment inthefight against
Covid-19inthestate. WhilePrincipal Secretary Health Anurag Goel deliveredthe
welcome speech, the programme was al so addressed by Health Minister Keshab
Mahanta and Executive Director of DRDO Dr. Hanumant Rao. Chief Secretary
Jishnu Baruah, Commissioner &amp; Secretary Health Siddhartha Singh, MD
NHM Dr. Laxmanan S, Kamrup (Metro) DC Biswgjit Pegu and Principal of GMCH
Dr. Achyut Baishya were present among others on the occasion.

BRICS summit planned

internationa politicsand economics'." Annua BRICSsummitisplanned for thisfall.
AtthepreviousBRICSsummit, our leadershaveresffirmed, theimportanceof BRICS
people to people contact in enhancing friendship between people, especidly the
younger generation," he added.On June 1, Indiahosted the BRICS FM s meet virtu-
ally. Asthe chair of the grouping, nearly 50 events have been held, and many more
are scheduled during the rest of the year. Thisisthe third time Indiais holding the
BRICS chairship, after 2012 and 2016.Kudashev highlighted that both countries,
Indiaand Russia, remain committed to "further expand our financial cooperationand
extend the use of national currency in bilateral and internationa trade", pointing out
that Russiaisthe"only foreign country so deeply involved in Indian nuclear power
sector contributing to the national energy security”.Russia has been involved in
Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant. He said, "We would be very encouraged with
regard to the decision of the Indian government on the second site for construction
of morenuclear reactorsof Russian design." Amidthe COV D pandemic, both coun-
triessupported each other. Kudashev said, "'In the hour of need, Indiahel ped Russia
with the supplies of anti-virus medicines. Russiaonits part provided ahuge part of
humanitarian assistance to India"Russia supplied 20 tonnes of life-saving equip-
ment and medicinesto Indiaearlier thisyear to deal with the crisis. These include
oxygen production units, lunge ventilating machinesand drugs such asRemdesivir.
Indiawill be manufacturing the Sputnik V COV I D vaccine.Chairman of the Con-
federation of Young L eaders, Suwan, speaking at the event extended hisgratitude
to Russiafor the outreach amid the COVID crisis. He said, "Right from Oxygen
concentrators to Sputnik vaccine, such efforts to extend India a lifeline under-
scores the need to strengthen popular support for the long-term development of
the Russia-Indiarelations.”

Serum Institute's inability

aimed at equitable accessto COVID-19 vaccinesdirected by Gavi, the Vac-
cineAlliance, the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations, and the
World Health Organization (WHO).So far, COVAX has delivered over 77
million vaccine dosesto |ower-income economiesthrough the Gavi COVAX
AMC (Advance Marketing Management) and self-financing partici pants.Of
this, Serum Institute's share stands at 30 million vaccine doses. The AMC
has already secured 1.3 hillion doses for global delivery in 2021. Thisis
enough to protect the most at-risk population groups: health workers, the
elderly and those with underlying health conditions.” We need an addi-
tional $2 billion to lift coverage in AMC countries up to nearly 30 percent,
and we need it by the first week of June to lock in supplies now so that
doses can beddlivered through 2021, and into early 2022," the Gavi spokes-
person said.A Serum Institute of India official told Moneycontrol that "at
this stage wewould not like to comment on this."He, however, referred to a
May 18, 2021, statement issued by SII CEO, Adar C. Poonawalla, which said
that in January this year, ““we had alarge stockpile of vaccine doses. Our
vaccination drive had started successfully, and the number of daily cases
being recorded were at an all-timelow. At that stage, most people, including
health experts, believed that India was turning the tide on the
pandemic."Poonawalla said that: "Many other countriesin the world were
facing an acute crisis and were in desperate need of help. Our government
extended support wherever possible during this period. It isthis spirit that
had initially led to cooperation between countrieswhen thevirusfirst emerged
inthe beginning of 2020. The cooperation between countriesalso formsthe
basisfor us getting access to technology and aid for healthcare. Today, itis
this reciprocity, where India has helped other countries with the supply of
HCQ and vaccine exports, that has in turn led to support from other
countries."Said the Gavi representative: "We are seeing the traumatic ef-
fects of the terrible surge of COVID-19 in South Asia - a surge which has
also severely impacted global vaccine supplies."He added: "We fully sup-
port Indiain its effortsto battle the virus at home. At the sametime, we are
making every effort to address COVAX's short term supply shortfall. This
includescalling on al countriesthat have dosesto sharethem with COVAX,
aremoval of all bans and bottlenecks preventing manufacturing from scal-
ing up and for countries and manufacturers to work together to ensure
COVAX can access the vaccines it has procured as soon as possible."On
his part, Poonawalla said the company has never exported vaccines at the
cost of the people in Indiaand remains committed to support the vaccina-
tion drive in the country, pointing out that "the statement was necessitated
by the intense discussions on the decision of the government and compa-
nies to export vaccines abroad".For good measure, he also said that Sll
hopesto reinstate vaccine supply to the global COVAX initiative by theend
of the year.Since COVAX was established in mid-2020, it has had the sup-
port and resources of 192 of the world's economies.With its own battle
against the coronavirus taking a sharp turn for the worse, particularly by a
rampant unpredictable second wave of the coronavirus, India has severely
curtailed exportsof COV1D-19 vaccines, triggering setbacksfor vaccination
drivesin many other countries. The country is now holding back nearly all
the vaccine doses that Serum Institute, one of the largest producers of the
AstraZeneca vaccine, produces. It makes roughly 70 million doses of
Covishield every month, accounting for nearly 90 percent of the total vac-
cinethat I ndiaproducesand consumes.From mid-January to mid-April 2021,
India was a major exporter of the AstraZeneca vaccine produced by the
Serum Institute of India. More than 70 countries, from Djibouti to Britain,
received vaccines made in India, with a total of more than 60 million
doses.According to the Ministry of External Affairs' Vaccine Maitri
programme, ahumanitarian and commercial initiative undertaken by the In-
dian government to provide COVID-19 vaccines to countries around the
world, between mid-April and end-May 2021, this outgo had dropped down
toatrickleof alittle over 6 million doses. The outragein Indiaover exports of
vaccines or what was termed as 'vaccine diplomacy’, when the country was
facing a dire shortage of the antidote in the face of mounting death toll,
forced the government's hand to curtail vaccine exportsin abig way.Senior
government officials told Moneycontrol last month that the government
has not restricted both SII and Bharat Biotech from supplying vaccines
abroad, and no banswill be instituted on commercial exports." The govern-
ment isfocused on battling the pandemic with the support of India's domes-
tic entrepreneurs. It laudsthe companiesfor prioritizing the domestic market
given the intensity of the second wave. However, they are free to export if
they have enough doses," asenior official said.SaysDr MC Mishra, Former
Director, AIIMS: "The only way out of this shortage is by producing more
vaccines. Both Serum Institute and Bharat Biotech are increasing their
capacities."India must first meet its own needs and then look at its global
commitments, which have to be honoured and the government is not going
to come in the way, he told .The country proposes to increase its vaccine
production significantly. The Serum Institute isgoing for amonth-on-month
vaccineincrease of 10 to 15 percent and by July 2021, is expected to touch
the 100-million doses mark.The other indigenous producer of vaccines,
Hyderabad-based Bharat Biotech, whose product Covaxin is a relatively
tiny affair, makesabout 150 million dosesayear. The Department of Biotech-
nology informed the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Science and Tech-
nology, Environment, Forests and Climate Change earlier thisyear that the
estimated manufacturing capacity of Covishield is70-100 million dosesev-
ery month while Covaxin has aplanned production capacity of 12.5million
dosesamonth.Indiacould have more vaccinesin the days ahead. Serum
Institute has announced the launch of Covovax developed jointly by
the company and Novavax, which islikely to be delayed until Septem-
ber. An official said that the phase Il and phase Il bridging trials for
Covovax had begun.In April, Bharat Biotech announced a scal e-up of
manufacturing capacity to produce 700 million doses of Covaxin
annually."Manufacturing scale-up has been carried out in a stepwise
manner across multiple facilities at Hyderabad, and Bangalore," the
company said in a statement.To further increase capacities, Bharat
Biotech has partnered with Indian Immunologicals (I1L) to manufac-
ture the drug substance for Covaxin. ~ The technology transfer pro-
cess is well underway and IIL has the capabilities and expertise to
manufacture inactivated viral vaccines at commercial scale and under
biosafety containment,” the Hyderabad-based biotech company said
in a statement.Naturally, Indiais desperate for all the dosesit can get.
While experts have suggested an abating of the second COVID-19
wave, which saw a significant rise in the number of recorded deaths,
with thetotal toll since the pandemic hit Indiain 2020 crossing 250,000
in May.Of this number, around 40 per cent of the deaths have occurred
since the beginning of March this year.In May last month, Asia had
reported over 5,600 daily COVID-19 deaths of which more than 4,000
were from India.Whilefigures vary, most experts believe that not more
than 5 percent of the country's 1.4 billion population has been vacci-
nated twice.So, could it hurt India's standing, diplomatically speaking,
of not being able to meet its global vaccine guarantees in these ex-
tremely trying times?According to former Indian Ambassador Deepak
Vohra, fears about Indialosing face under the circumstances are grossly
exaggerated."In all international dealings, there is the Force majeure
clause. It isacommon clause in contracts, which essentially frees both
partiesfrom liability or obligation when an extraordinary event or cir-
cumstance beyond the control of the parties, prevents one or both
parties from fulfilling their obligations under the contract. If Indiahad
stopped the export of vaccines as part of policy or if the Parliament had
disallowed it, it would be different. No one knew there was a second
wave coming. All sensible people understand that, and India has been
told so in as many words, privately of course," he told.The next few
months could, therefore, be crucial for vaccine production and their
exports, and how India could cope up with athird wave, if it comes.

Chief Minister Dr. Sarma

age, the principal amount parked as fixed deposit against each beneficiary
would be credited to their bank accounts. Chief Minister Dr. Sarmaannounced
the scheme on May 29 on the occasion of completion of 7 years of the Modi
government in power and within 10 days of declaration, financial assistances
weretransferred to theindividual beneficiaries. Chief Minister Dr. Sarmade-
scribed the day as a very significant one because on the occasion of comple-
tion of one month in power, the present State government could render its
hel ping hands to the beneficiaries who lost both their parents dueto COVID.
He also said that the schemewould help in enabling the beneficiariestolead a
life of dignity in spite of pecuniary hardship that fate might lead them to.
Under the scheme, State government would give Rs. 3500 per month per child
including Central government support of Rs. 2000. For children below 10 years
and adolescent girls with no guardian, State government will take steps to
house such children in one of the child care institutions and provide adequate
funding towards their upkeep including educational expenditure. Orphaned
adolescent girlswill be given accommodation in suitable and reputed institu-
tionsto ensue their sensitive care and proper protection. One such institution
isKasturbaGandhi BalikaVidyalayaresidentia schools. Considering the mar-
riage component of the scheme, State government will extend one- time finan-
cial package as marriage assistance. Government will give one tola of gold
under Arundhati scheme and an amount of Rs. 50,000 to each girl. For skill
development and training, laptops or tablets will be provided to school or
college going orphan for undergoing vocational training. All such students
will belinked to skill-based education and provided skill training. Moreover, in
another announcement, Chief Minister Dr. Sarmasaid that those women who
havelost their hushands dueto COVID, State government would giveRs. 2.5
lakh as one-timefinancial support from Chief Minister’s Relief Fund. Besides,
the COVID induced widow will also be entitled to the benefits of Arunodoi
scheme along with monthly widow pension under the ongoing Indira Miri
Universal Widow Pension Scheme.

Yogi Adityanath reaches Delhi

switched over to the BJP. The visit also comes in the backdrop of growing
murmursin the organisation regarding the handling of the Covid second surge,
with several BJP ministersand MLAsgoing public about the leadership being
irresponsiveto the people'swoes. These claims have coincided with the BJP's
underperformance in the recent panchayat polls, which the party had talked
up as asemi-final before the Assembly electionsin UP next year. These have
also led to speculation about a possible reshuffle in the state Cabinet.On
Sunday, BJP's UP in-charge Radha Mohan Singh had refuted talks of a pos-
sible change in the chief ministership and the state BJP leadership. He had
also denied reports of possible expansion of the state Cabinet and said though
there are vacant postsin the cabinet, it is CM Adityanath's prerogative to fill
them as and when he likes to.Singh also refuted reports of an aleged rift
between PM Modi and Adityanath, describing the CM asthe most "competent
person” to fulfil the PM'sdream. "If you look at newspapers, you will see that
Modi-ji wasthefirst to greet Yogi-Ji (on hishirthday). Infact, weare of theview
that Yogi-ji isthemost competent person to fulfil the dreamsof Modi-ji," Singh
had said." Jahan tak sarkar aur sangathan kasawaal hai, desh mein sabse majboot
sangathan Uttar pradesh mein BJPki hai. Aur sabsejyadalokpriyasarkar Uttar
Pradesh ki sarkar hai (Asfar as state organization and the government is con-
cerned, the UP unit of the BJP is the strongest in the country and the Uttar
Pradesh government isthe most popular,” Singh had told mediapersons, calling
reports of likely changesin the party or the government leadershipin UP asa
"figment of imagination”.Last week, senior BJPleadership, including theparty's
national genera secretary BL Santosh and Singh, held meetings with party
leadersaswell CM Adityanath. They a so held one-to-one meetingswith minis-
ters, fuelling speculation of a possible leadership change in the state.

Chinese national held near India

soon after any concrete revelation during the questioning.A sourcein the
BSF, whichisone of the seven Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs), said
troops of the paramilitary wing intercepted the Chinese national after they
noticed him indulging in some suspicious activities that may go against
the country’s security.As soon as the Chinese national was apprehended,
the matter was shared with the Ministry of Home Affairs and the Defence,
and dedicated teams of concerned agencies along with the Intelligence
Bureau (IB) reached to interrogate the suspect, said a government
source. The Chinese national is being interrogated at the moment.

Renowned Bengali Filmmaker-Poet

Buddhadeb Dasgupta. Through hisworks, heinfused lyricism into the lan-

guage of cinema. His death comes as a great loss for the film fraternity.
Condolencesto hisfamily, colleagues and admirers." Saddened at the pass-
ing away of eminent filmmaker Buddhadeb Dasgupta. Through his works,
heinfused lyricism into the language of cinema. His death comes as agreat
loss for the film fraternity. Condolences to his family, colleagues and
admirersBengali filmmaker Raj Chakrabarty, in hiseulogy, wrote: "Recipient
of numerous National and International honours, legendary filmmaker and
renowned poet, #BuddhadebDasgupta has passed away. Sincere condo-
lences to his family and friends."Buddhadeb Dasgupta was known for di-
recting critically-acclaimed filmslike Uttara, Bagh Bahadur, Tahader Katha
and Charachar. Of all the films he wrote and directed, five movies - Bagh
Bahadur, Charachar, Lal Darja, Mondo Meyer Upakhyan and Kaalpurush -
won the National Awards for Best Film while his 2000's Uttara and 2005's
Swapner Din fetched him the National Film Awards for Best
Direction.Buddhadeb Dasgupta also won National Awards for Best Feature
FilmInBengali for his1978sDooratwa, 1987's Pheraand 1993's Tahader Katha.
His 1998'sfilm A Painter of Eloquent Silence: Ganesh Pyne was given the Na-
tional Award for Best Arts/Cultural Film and for 1987's Phera, Buddhadeb
Dasguptahad won the National Award for Best Screenplay.Hispoemslike Cof -
fin Kimba Suitcase, Govir Araey, Chhaata Kahini, Himjog, Roboter Gaan and
Sreshtha K abita are still considered as some of the best work in poetry.

JNU library vandalised

prevention of damage to public property."No arrests have been madein the
case so far, police said, adding that a meeting between the students and
chief librarian of the varsity was also held in thisregard.In a statement, the
varsity said, "This (incident) has caused health risk for the library staff and
even other students residing in the hostels, since these unruly students
return to hostel for lunch/dinner or other purposes."The varsity said "a
group of students scuffled with the security staff, broke open the side glass
door of the B R Ambedkar Library, entered the main reading room of the
building on June 8 and have occupied the space since then". It added that
the students did not vacate the library building even during the night."When
no amount of persuasion by the librarian and the security personnel con-
vinced these students against violating the law and COVID-19 guidelines,
the INU Security Officelodged apolice complaint in view of the seriousness
of the issue. It has been found that these students do not even use mask or
follow other COVID-19 related guidelines,” the varsity statement said.The
curfew imposed by the Delhi Government is still in place and no new guide-
lines have yet been announced regarding resuming normal academic activi-
ties, it said. "The chief proctor office in the mean time has been tasked with
taking necessary disciplinary action against these students as per the uni-
versity rules," it said.The students occupying the space are not permitting
the library staff to sanitise the library for making it safer for students who
will usethe library after restoration of normalcy, it said."All these students
are hereby instructed to vacate the library immediately,” it said.A varsity
student, requesting anonymity, said, "The library has not opened for along
time which has left PhD students frustrated. Students have their submis-
sions due and have not been able to access the library. The students entered
the library but there was no violence."
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Edgbaston provides chance for Roo

and England to change the mood

London, June 10 : English cricket
has not exactly seen eye to eye with
the government this week but they
join forces at Edgbaston for a pilot
scheme in which 17,000 spectators
will be in attendance for each day
of the second Test between
England and New Zealand that
starts on Thursday. With this
comes a pledge from Joe Root that
his side will look to put on a
show.Root's players have faced
heavy questioning over the Ollie
Robinson affair during the buildup
- as ever they face the media when
crisis descends, while the senior
administrators hide behind
statements - but beyond this
thorny subject there have been
queries about the lack of intent
shown on Sunday at Lord's. A target
of 273 in 75 overs on a sun-
drenched final day was eschewed
in favour of caution and after time
to consider accusations of
misreading the mood, not least with
supporters finally back in the stands
and no World Test Championship
points at stake, Root remains
unrepentant.That said, despite
insisting conditions were too
tough and the hunt for an overall
series win was a factor, Root
maintains his side want to be
viewed as a positive one. Given the
events of the past week, they could
do worse than put these words into
practice when the two sides play
out their finale in leafy south
Birmingham."We're all very aware
we're in the entertainment
business," said Root, who is yet to
lose a series at home as captain.
"We all want to be part of those
games, those special games that
provide that entertainment. The
ones that stick in my mind are the
World Cup final, Headingley, Cape
Town - the ones that go to the wire,
they're the ones you remember as a
player and want to have big
contributions in."If  the
opportunities arise we'll look to be
aggressive. I don't want us to be
considered a negative team who
play a boring brand of cricket. We
have exciting players who are

capable of some wonderful
passages of play. Hopefully that will
come to light this week."Kane
Williamson's calculated declaration
- and a decision to delay
handshakes come the end - gave
his side the moral high ground in
the eyes of many. Either way, recent
visits by New Zealand have
certainly provided an education, be
it the attacking zeal imported in 2015
or their gracious handling of defeat
after that heart-stopping World Cup

final four years later. The Black Caps
will sadly be missing their captain
as they look for a first series win in
England since 1999. A longstanding
elbow issue has flared up and
prompted caution ahead of the
World Test Championship final
against India next week, with the
opener Tom Latham asked to
deputise once more.Root described
Williamson as a "big gun" but,
despite the absence of the world's
No 1 batsman, the England captain
pointed to Devon Conway's
sparkling double century on debut
last week as reason to be wary of
New Zealand's bench strength. Will
Young, who signed off from an early
season stint at Durham with two
centuries, comes in at No 3, while
the tourists bring in Trent Boult -
possibly affording Tim Southee a
break before the big one - and could
replace the injured Mitchell Santner
with a more full-time spinner in Ajaz
Patel.With Ben Stokes and Jos
Buttler absent, England's depth is
supposedly being explored already

in order to expose inexperienced
players to pressure situations ahead
of the Ashes later this year. And
yet the caution of last week seemed
to come in part down to a lack of
faith in the newcomers Dan
Lawrence and James Bracey being
able to batten down the hatches
had a more proactive approach
backfired.How they would have
fared is clearly an unknown but the
upshot is both head into the second
Test off the back of first-i 1nn1ngs

" 5T g
ducks. Zak Crawley had a second
attempt but could only follow his
first-innings two with the same
score and another ill-judged shot;
England's No 3 is struggling to
recreate the poise and class
witnessed during his 267 against
Pakistan last summer, even if you
sense it will return.Asked if this
now meant a shootout for places
before the India series in August,
when Stokes and Buttler should be
back, Root replied: "I see it as an
opportunity to go out and score
Test runs for their country and I
hope they view it like that."The
greater headache comes lower
down. Root praised Robinson's
ability to keep the old ball moving
sideways at Lord's but the well-
crafted 42 he made at No 8, one that
along with 132 from Rory Burns
spared collective blushes in
England's first innings, means his
absence leaves a potentially long
tail. Warwickshire's Olly Stone
seems likely to replace the rested
Mark Wood as the pace option,

Koepka says DeChambeau feud good for golf
and will not harm US's Ryder Cup

London, June 10 : Brooks Koepka
has insisted his feud with Bryson
DeChambeau will not hinder the US
team's Ryder Cup chances. Koepka
even claimed the public spat between
two of golf's star names is "good for
the game" owing to the interest it has
generated. A leaked video of Koepka
being disparaging towards
DeChambeau emerged after the
recent US PGA Championship. The

two players subsequently traded
blows on social media, with Koepka
promoting a free beer opportunity for
anybody who was ejected from the
Memorial Tournament last weekend
for shouting his name at
DeChambeau. In response,
DeChambeau implied Koepka should
be disciplined by the PGA Tour.Barring
injury, Koepka and DeChambeau will
be part of Steve Stricker's Ryder Cup
team at Whistling Straits in September.
Koepka has denied his DeChambeau
feud could harm the home team's
chemistry. "I don't see why it would,"
the four-time major winner said.
"There's only eight guys that are
playing, four guys are sitting. I play
with one other guy."Let's say I don't
play with Bryson or Bryson doesn't
play with me, he takes care of his
match, and I would take care of my
match. I don't know how that has any
effect. What you do off the golf

course doesn't have any effect on
the golf course."Koepka added that
he "doesn't live with regrets" when
asked whether he would rather the
interview that triggered this scenario
had not been released. DeChambeau
had been speaking to his caddie as
he walked behind the podium
Koepka was speaking on. "It was just
very, very loud," said Koepka."I think
it's good for the game," he added. "I
really do. The fact that golf's on pretty
much every news outlet for about two
weeks pretty consistently, I think
that's a good thing. It's growing the
game."l get the traditionalists who
don't agree with it. T understand that,
but I think to grow the game you've
got to reach out to the younger
generation. I don't want to say that's
what this is, but it's reaching out to a
whole bunch of people. It's getting
golfin front of people. I think it's good
for the game."

Bale does Baku: Wales a
2020 warmup hots up

London, June 10 : The scene where
Max Verstappen's Formula One car
veered into the safety barriers at
200mph on Baku's street circuit last
Sunday is in full view from Wales's
base on the promenade and, up in
their hotel rooms, players have
been gearing up for the start of the
European Championship by going
full throttle on the F1 PlayStation
game, inspired by the Netflix series
Drive to Survive."We all ordered
our own steering wheels and
pedals," says the defender Chris
Mepham. "There are seven or eight
of us involved. Jonny Williams did
one race but was never to be seen
again ... he wasn't great. It's a good
laugh and it's something that puts
a smile on our face."Beyond a
ticket booth on a boulevard off
Fountains Square and signage off
Neftchilar Avenue, formerly Stalin
Avenue, and on flyovers above
busy roads, there is little evidence
that a major tournament is in town.

Wales are steadfastly preparing
for their Group A opener against
Switzerland at the Olympic
Stadium on Saturday but, for now,
Baku - a city awash with five-star
hotels, plush rooftop bars and
designer shops - screams Bvlgari
rather than Bale. Wales fans - a few
hundred are expected to make the
3,000 mile trip - are yet to arrive.
The waterfront, where a gentle
wind rolls off the Caspian Sea, is
spotless but remnants of the F1
race on Sunday are dotted along
the bay, from the finish line to
concrete barricades, grid markings,
and advertising hoardings
featuring Verstappen and his Red
Bull teammate Sergio Pérez. Every
now and then a train whizzes beside
a cacti garden towards the Maiden
Tower, a Unesco world heritage site
on the edge of the cobbled "Old
City".Wales's success at Euro 2016
was built on a healthy balance
between work and play. On

Tuesday the squad enjoyed a
recovery session in the swimming
pool and, while players such as the
defender Ben Cabango have
brought consoles to play Call of
Duty, others have opted for table
tennis or snooker. Tom Lockyer has
been practising a few card tricks on
teammates and Adam Davies, fresh
from taking on the mantle of squad
DJ from Chris Gunter, doubles up
as the card shark. "I don't know if
he [Davies] is doing something
with the cards, but in every game
he seems to come out on top,"
says Mepham. "Even the lads are
starting to say: 'Are you fixing the
cards or something?' It's all a good
laugh."The squad have already
been confined to a strict bubble
for three weeks, including a
training camp in the Algarve, but
are happy to amuse themselves
for a while longer yet. "We're
going to be here for a long time -
hopefully a very long time," the

while Jimmy Anderson is poised to
claim arecord 162nd cap. But while
Stone's steadfast 43 in a successful
chase of 333 against Stuart Broad
and Nottinghamshire earlier this
season shows he can wield the
willow - and he also owns a
company that produces it for bat-
makers - a first-class average of 15
offers few guarantees.How much
this influences a final call between
the spin of Jack Leach or the more
all-round cricketer in the seamer
Craig Overton remains to be seen.
The forecast is for hot weather and
this was the old stomping ground
of the spin coach, Jeetan Patel. But
then England have also noted how
Essex's Simon Harmer, the best in
the country, went wicketless when
Warwickshire chased down 275 at
home earlier this season.However,
Overton's return during such a
week as this would also elicit a
reaction given an allegation of
using racist language in 2015,
even if the 27-year-old maintains
his innocence. It may be why
Root was reluctant to commit 24
hours out, admitting his team
could well be "lopsided" as they
look to alter perceptions.

t Ollie Robinson suspension

a 'learning opportunity’',
says Heather Knlght

London, June 10 : Heather Knight says the
suspension of Ollie Robinson from
international cricket over a series of historical
tweets has been a "learning opportunity" for
her England side before they face India next
week."What's gone on for the last week or
so is a very clear reminder of the role models
that we are, and the responsibility that we
have as England cricketers to have a positive
impact, and represent the sport, and what we
want the sport to be, in a very good light,"
the captain said."It shouldn't really need
saying that cricket should be a game for
everyone and should be inclusive and
welcoming, and everyone should feel like
they're able to take part. If there's an 18-year-
old boy now that realises that sort of opinion
isn't acceptable, then I think that can only be
a positive."Knight hoped the addition of
Sophia Dunkley to the squad of centrally
contracted England players would help send
a positive message. Dunkley is the first non-
white female player to hold a central contract
since they were introduced in May 2014, and
only the second black woman - after Ebony
Rainford-Brent - to play for England."I'm sure
Sophia doesn't see herself as a role model,
but she massively is," Knight said. "That's
really important. We talk a lot in women's sport
about how you can't be what you can't see -
that's similar in Dunks' situation. I'm absolutely

chuffed for her: she's a great girl, she works
really hard and I hope she maximises this
opportunity."The England squad for next
week's women's Test against India at Bristol
includes the uncapped 23-year-old seamer
Emily Arlott.Central Sparks' Arlott has been
included on the back of a dramatic quadruple
wicket maiden in the third round of the
Rachael Heyhoe Flint Trophy. To make the
final XI, she faces stiff competition: Anya
Shrubsole, who missed out on England's
winter tour to New Zealand due to a knee
injury, is now back to full fitness, while
Freya Davies, Tash Farrant and Kate Cross,
who shared the third seamer spot between
them over the winter, have all enjoyed good
starts to the season.

'Miles from Modric': Declan Rice's
rise from fanzone to England leader

London, June 10 : Declan Rice
has a confession and it is one
that greatly troubled his small
audience of newspaper
journalists. "Do you know what
- until this day, I have never had
a beer and I am 22," the West
Ham and England midfielder
says. "That is the truth, never
had a pint. Don't drink it."Well,
you can imagine the scene.
Astonishment, soul-searching.
Does he ever drink at all? Maybe
a spirit here and there, Rice

Facetime, all his teammates
| jump in and say: "You two
need to stop talking to each
other'."Rice and Mount
cannot share a room at St
George's Park because of
Covid-19 restrictions but
they are still next door to
each other and Rice sees no
reason why Gareth
Southgate cannot replicate
the arrangement in his
midfield.The manager
seems reluctant to play

replies. "But a pint? No," he continues.
"People get surprised. I just don't like
the smell of it so I have never gone near
it. Will I have one if we win the Euros?
Yes. I'll give it a try - but I will probably
spit it out."Rice has sacrificed plenty on
his journey to the top, which has ramped
up in earnest over the past few seasons.
"When I moved from home [in Kingston-
upon-Thames] to West Ham at 14 [after
his release from Chelsea], that was a
sacrifice," he says. "Obviously, loads of
parties with best friends. Going out on
weekends, the drinking side of it - seeing
all of my mates partying, sending me
videos while I'm stuck in hotels. There's
loads of things."To Rice, it has long since
felt worthwhile but especially now as he
enters Euro 2020 as a certain starter in
defensive midfield. The speed of Rice's
rise is best reflected by the fact that he
was on holiday in Dubai during the last
major tournament - the 2018 World Cup -
when he watched some of England's
games in a fanzone under a massive
dome.Rice had just enjoyed his
breakthrough season at West Ham but,
in his own words, he was "not
established". Did he imagine back then
that he could be here now? "Not really,

0," he says. "I don't think you ever
would."Rice is a fun interviewee, open
and engaging, and what shines through
is his enthusiasm, his fearlessness with
regard to seizing the moment. At such a

young age, he is already a leader in the
England set-up and talks with verve
about taking on the very best, starting
with Luka Modric and Croatia on
Sunday. He watched Modric pull the
strings in their World Cup semi-final win
over England three years ago. Now he
has the opportunity to stifle him.Jordan
Henderson jokes with teammate Declan
Rice during an England training session
at St George's Park on Wednesday"
Then, I was miles away from Modric,"
Rice says. "But I've got stronger, bigger,
more confident and I really want to put
myselfup against him. He's a world class
player but it doesn't faze me at all. And
hopefully as we progress, we start to face
the top, top teams, the world-class teams
like France. You always want to play
against those players."] feel like I have
come out of my shell playing for England.
It took me the first couple of games but
as I've got more confident, like with
[getting] the [captain's] armband at West
Ham, I took it into England to have no
fear. On the pitch I'm vocal. I try to show
my leadership - whether that is even just
a chat, I try to help."Rice mentions his
happiness at how his best friend, Mason
Mount, has just won the Champions
League with Chelsea. "I've tried to nick
his medal already," Rice says. "When
did he first show it to me? On Facetime
straight after the game. He called me from
the changing room. Every time we

them as a central pair, although he did
so in a 3-4-3 formation against Iceland
last November. "It is definitely something
we are familiar with," Rice says.After
Croatia, England face Scotland and it is
a match for which Rice's West Ham
manager, David Moyes - a proud Scot -
will have absolutely no divided loyalties.
"He used to come up to Jesse Lingard
and me in the gym and batter us, saying:
"You two better not be playing against
Scotland,' winding us up," Rice says.Rice
is champing at the bit, remembering the
2018 World Cup and the scenes, for
example, when Kieran Trippier scored
the opening goal against Croatia. "You
saw all the fanzones in England going
crazy," he says. "That's what I want to
be a part of now."Whether Rice would
play in the tournament was in doubt after
he ruptured the lateral collateral ligament
in his knee against Poland on 31 March.
The doctors initially said it could be 10-
12 weeks out and they did not know if
surgery would be required."I called my
dad and then [Mark] Noble [the West
Ham club captain] to say I think I'm
done," Rice says.But after the knee
specialist offered him reassurance, it said
everything about Rice that he was back
by the middle of May. "As soon as |
started my rehab, it was six weeks, no
days off and I really smashed it out," he
says. "I've done everything right which
gives me the best chance to perform."

long way from home as Euro

midfielder Joe Morrell says,
smiling. "So you have to recover
right and get ready for the next
day but also enjoy yourself
because it's nt every year you're
at a European Championship. We
have plenty of things to do."Wales
have been preparing for matches
against Switzerland and Turkey by
training at 2pm local time - when
temperatures are at their hottest,
around 30C. Gareth Bale and
Aaron Ramsey are among those
familiar with warmer climes, while
the 20-year-old midfielder Dylan
Levitt spent four months on the

—1

Croatian coast last season, on loan
at Istra 1961 from Manchester
United."It's good to get out here
early and acclimatise a little bit
because it is pretty hot," says
Morrell. "It's going to be something
we're going to face in the two games
we've got. The week in Portugal
helped us prepare."Support staff at
the Football Association of Wales

have done their best to make their
surroundings in Azerbaijan, which borders
Iran, feel like home for the next nine days
before they fly to Rome to play Italy in their
final group game. As well as the essentials,
goodies including baked beans and Welsh
cakes were packed on to a lorry that made
a six-day journey from Cardiff to
Baku.Either side of the gated entrance to
their training base, the Tofiq Bahramov

Stadium - named after the referee known
to England supporters as "the Russian
linesman" who awarded Geoff Hurst's
second goal in the 1966 World Cup final -
are the flags of Turkey and Azerbaijan.
Inside, the words of Hen Wlad Fy Nhadau,
the Welsh national anthem, are written
along the main stand. The players'
entrance, which has steps down into the
tunnel, is bedecked in red.
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'Claims could run into billions’: the interests  |Euro 2020 team quides part 21; France

at stake If Olympics in Japan were cancelled

London, June 10 : Theleast divi-
sive statement in the saga surround-
ing Tokyo 2020 - assuming, asmany
people now do, that it will happen
injust over 40 days time- isthat it

T N

will be an Olympics like no other.
Overseas fans have been banned;
athletes will spend what for many
will be the pinnacle of their career
sealed off from the outside world;
GPS-tracked journalists hoping to
escape their hotel roomsfor alate-
night fix of ramen risk being put on
the next flight home.Sincetheir un-
precedented postponement in
March last year, asthe coronavirus
began its surge around the world,
the Games have been stripped of al-
most every vestige of what makes
them the most anticipated event in
the sporting calendar.The prospect
of an Olympics-lite going ahead
while the coronavirus continues to
infect hundreds of thousands a day
worldwide has many wondering
why the International Olympic
Committee (I0C), with the bless-
ing of loca organisersand the Japa:
nese government, is pushing ahead
with them.The officia line is that
cancellation would be too cruel a
sacrificeto impose on thousands of
athleteswho have spent yearstrain-
ing to compete on the Olympic
stage, possibly for thelast time.But
¢ inexplaining their motivesfor per-
severing in the face of opposition
% from the Japanese public, health
experts and even a member of the
Japanese Olympic Committee, IOC
officialshave avoided any mention
of theirrepressibleforcedriving the
Gamestowardstheir 23 July open-

ing date.The 10C and organisers
stand to lose hillions of dollars if
Tokyo 2020 falls victim to the
coronavirus for a second time. Ja-
pan hasofficial Iy spent $15.4bnon
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the Olympics, athough government
audits suggest the real figure is
much higher. All but $6.7bn has
comefrom Japanesetaxpayers.The
cost of cancellation to Japanese
organisers could reach ¥1.8tn yen
($16bn), according to arecent study
by Takahide Kiuchi, an economist
at Nomura Research Ingtitute. But
that could palein comparisontothe
damagesthe Gamescouldinflicton
the world's third-biggest economy
if they turned into a super-spreader
event and forced Japan to declare
another coronavirus state of emer-
gency, Kiuchi said.Organisers
would have to reimburse Japanese
sponsors, which have invested a
record $3.3bn in the event, on top
of the estimated $800m they have
already forfeited inticket salesdue
to the ban on foreign spectators.
When Kaori Yamaguchi, a judo
bronze medalist in Seoul in 1988
and member of the Japanese Olym-
pic Committee, said last week that
organisers had been "backed into
acorner", many concluded shewas
referring to the lopsided host city
contract signed by the 10C and
organiserswhen Tokyo wonitsbid
in 2013.0nly the IOC has the au-
thority to cancel the Games. But if
Japan decided to turn them into a
practical impossibility by, for ex-
ample, imposing watertight travel
restrictionson al overseasvisitors,
it would haveto bear the costsand

compensatethe |OC for any losses
resulting from claims by third
parties." Tokyo could be in breach
of the host city contract if they
refuse to host the Games," said
Leon Farr, a senior associate at

I Onside Law, aLondon-based firm

specialising in sports. "In theory,
the 10C could sue Tokyo for its
losses, including any claims the
IOC receives from Olympics
broadcasters and sponsors who
didn't get what they paid for. Those

'-' clams could run into billions of

dollars." The prospects of an |OC-

! led cancellation arepractically nil.

The organisation depends on sell-
ing broadcasting rights for almost
75% of its income, with another

. 18% coming from 15 top sponsors.
According to one estimate, the|OC

could lose about $3.5-$4bn in
broadcast revenue if the Tokyo
Gameswere called off. Thisweek,
the 10C's biggest single source of
income - the US broadcaster
NBCUniversal - confirmed it was
stepping up preparationsfor 7,000
hours of Olympic coverage across
eight networks and multiple digi-
tal platforms.Japan's prime minis-
ter, Yoshihide Suga, who hasindi-
cated that not even the el ected gov-
ernment of asovereign nation can
stop the 10C, aso stands to gain
from the Games.His Liberal
Democratic party (LDP) is practi-
cally guaranteed victory in this
autumn's general election. But
Suga must first see off potential
challengersat aleadership election
in September, and has reportedly
calculated that arelatively trouble-
free Olympics would boost his
chances of leading the party to the
polls amonth later.Farr, however,
believescancellation isstill apos-
sibility. "Despite the legal risks,
the reality is that we remainin a
pandemic, and the Japanese gov-
ernment will not hesitate to step
inif it believesthe Games cannot
be held safely," he said."If the
Covid situation deteriorates fur-
ther, the Japanese may simply de-
cide that the political, human,
reputational and economic risks of
hosting the Games outweigh the
financial costsof cancellation and
thethreat of legal claimsfrom the

IOC. "Whenthetrickle of athletes
arriving in Tokyo turnsinto adel-
uge next month, more than 11,000
competitors will find themselves
in a"Covid-secure" bubble from
which therewill be no escape un-
til their Olympic adventure ends,
prematurely or with amedal.Some
will probably have to sit out the
opening and closing ceremonies,
while interaction with their peers
inthe Olympic villagewill be kept
to a minimum, despite the provi-
sion of 160,000 condomsthat em-
barrassed organisers have belat-
edly claimed are intended to be
taken home - unused - as safe sex
souvenirs. The experience prom-
isesto be equally challenging for
the public. If Japanese sportsfans
watching at hometurn up thevol-
umeontheir TVs, they might just
be able to make out the exertions
of runners entering the home
straight or the buzz of bicycle
wheels on lzu velodrome's
wooden track.Japan now haslittle
timeto make adecision on domes-
tic spectators, with reports sug-
gesting that those who have been
fully vaccinated or can produce
proof of anegative Covid-19 test
will be allowed to attend events.
But even they may be reduced to
"cheering" their Olympic heroes
in near-silence as an extra precau-
tion against the spread of the
virus.While Olympic officialsin-
sist that only "armageddon™ will
prevent Tokyo 2020 from going
ahead, the pandemic has exposed
the 10C's ruthless instinct, said
Jules Boykoff, a professor of po-
litical science at Pacific Univer-
sity and the author of NOlympians
and Power Games: A Political
History of the Olympics. "The
10C has long been a profit-gob-
bling cartel, and one of the most
pervasive yet least accountable
sport infrastructuresintheworld,"
hesaid. "It isnotoriousfor looking
out for its own interests ahead of
those of the host city, and the To-
kyo Games are confirming this in
grim, yet vivid terms.”| can't think
of another moment when it was so
glaringly obvious to the genera
publicthat big money isfuellingthe
five-ring juggernaut.”

London, June10: Thisarticleispart of
the Guardian's Euro 2020 Experts Net-
work, acooperation between some of the
best media organisations from the 24
countrieswho qudified. theguardian.com
iS running previews from two countries
each day in the run-up to the tournament
kicking off on 11 June.France's record
(W10 D2 L1) sincethey qudlified for the
Euros speaks for itself, especialy since
the sole defeat camein afriendly against
Finland in which Didier Deschamps
played his second string. The quélity of
play and entertainment levels have been
questionable but when it comes to key
games, the world champions keep win-
ning with their typica collective self-be-
lief, clinical finishing and individual
flair.After a10-month break imposed by
the pandemic, Deschamps used last
autumn's Nations League matches to try
three different systems - 3-4-1-2, 4-4-2
with adiamond midfield and 4-4-2 - and
to consder afew younger players. "l can't

think of anything worse than ateam that
ticks over and cannot reassess them-
sdlves" he said. "You aso have to sur-
priseyour playersand upset their routine
once in a while."In November,
Deschamps reverted to hisfavoured 4-4-
2andwon 1-0in Portugd in Francesmost
accomplished performance in the past
three years. It seemed clear that plan A
for the Euroswould ook pretty much the
same asit did in Russia. The only minor
changesarethat Samuel Untiti and Blaise
Matuidi, whoisnow playingintheMLS,
have made way for Presnel Kimpembe
and Adrien Rabiot, the latter back in
favour after refusing to be on the standby
list for Russia 2018. Oh, and then there

London, June 10 : Novak
Djokovic moved into the semi-fi-
nals at Roland Garros for a 58th
showdown with Rafael Nadal, sur-
viving a third-set hiccup to beat
Matteo Berrettini 6-3, 6-2, 6-7 (5),
7-5 in a match soundtracked by
cheersand silence after the players
were forced to leave the court so
spectators could be persuaded to go
home as the national curfew
approached.A rowdy crowd had
convened for thefirst night session
withfansallowed at thisyear'stour-
nament due to the relaxation of re-
strictionsin Franceand alater 11pm
curfew. Althoughthey roared for his
opponent, they witnessed Djokovic
tear past Berrettini with relative
ease for much of the match as he
established a two-set lead. The
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Djokovic shuts out French Open sllence and boos to set up Nadal semi-final

return at 4-4 to put
himself withintwo
service points of
victory. But out of
he
choked.In con-
secutive points,
Djokovic landed
strong first serves
. generated
~ short returns, then
missed his first
groundstroke. As
| the score swung
from 5-4 to 5-6,
Berrettini saw the

proaching 11pm, the umpire, James
Keothavong, instructed the crowd
to leave at repeated changes of
end.Tennis has become familiar
with matches disrupted by time cut-
offs after similar problems at the
Australian Open and recently in
Rome, but not with the sight of a
crowd refusing to move. The French
spectators resonded with boos and
remained in their seats, leading to
a drastic, ad-hoc resolution.At
10.56pm, with the score 3-2 to
Djokovic, the players were forced
to go back into the locker rooms
so that the fans would finally de-

worI dNo1l then conceded only three
pointson hisserveto set up athird-
set tie-break.Djokovic seemed to be
en route to victory in the breaker
after executing asupreme backhand

opportunlty and on hisfirst set point
he nailed aforehand winner to take
it. Asthe match rolled into afourth
set, what followed was an absurd
sign of thetimes. With the hour ap-

part from the stadium.Asthose that
remained took photos by the empty
court and showed little urgency in
leaving, the players did not return
for 15 minutes. They reappeared

tofinishthe match in silence, with
Djokovic snatching a break at 6-5
and closing out thewin. Ashe cel-
ebrated loudly to nobody but his
team, his screams echoed across
15,000 empty seats."l didn't mind
actually leaving the court because
| felt like | needed alittle bit of a
break and reset," said Djokovic.
"It's unfortunate for the tourna-
ment, for the crowd, to have that
curfew. It was alot of intensity. |
just felt under tension the entire
time. | felt like | missed some of
the chancesto end the match in the
third set. | didn't want to give him
too much opportunitiesto dictate
the match. Thereactionintheend
wasjust meliberating that tension
that was building up for the en-
tire match."

was the sudden, incredible call-up for
Karim Benzema, out of thenationa team
since October 2015 because of hisaleged
involvement in asex-tapeblackmail case,
which he denies.Benzema'sinvolvement
could changethewhaoledynamicbutitwas
not a knegjerk call, as Deschamps ex-
plained when he announced his 26. "We
met sometimeago and shared along con-
versation," hesaid. "I thought long about
it and decided, as | always do, what was
best for theteam. Wewon without Karim,
but heis at his pesk and aso a different
player, we know each other well and he
can make this team better. | just have to
findanew and right balance but | haveno
doubt about him and | am lucky to have
intelligent players."Otherwise France's
strengths remain the same: asolid defen-
sive unit protected by N'Golo Kanté and
Paul Pogba, effective transitions and an
incredible attack with alot of speed, ex-
perience and skill. The key questionsare
what impact Benzema's return will have

on and off the pitch and how fresh and fit
the most influential players (Lloris,
Varane, Kanté, Griezmann, Mbappé and
Benzema) will beafter such abizarreand
demanding season.After leading Monaco
toaChampionsLeaguefinal (2004), tak-
ing Juventus back to Serie A (2007) and
clinching thetitle with Marseille (2010),
Deschamps took the reins for France in
2012 and kept doing what he is known
for: winning. With acontract running un-
til the end of the next World Cup, heis
already France'slongest-serving manager
and boasts an impressive record of P111
W73 D20 L18. Helivesin Eze, avillage
on the French riviera near Monaco, and
stays quiet and focused on football aside
from a few charitable activities, includ-
ing donating to Opération Piéces Jaunes,
which helps children needing long-term
hospita care France'sprimeminister, Jean
Cagtex, recently needed someoneto boost
the Covid-19 vaccination campaign.
Whom did heturnto? Kylian Mbappé of
course. Bright, charismatic and likable, he
actsasarolemodel toal youth and, com-
ing from Bondy, one of the poorest Peri-
sian suburbs, he is a symbol of success
for the underprivileged. With more than
50 millionfollowerson Instagram and six
million on Twitter, no other Franceplayer
ismore present on socia media.Because
of athigh operation, Ousmane Dembélé
played only nine games last season for
Barcelonaand only returned to the pitch
in September 2020. Periphera as France
won the World Cup, he has now fully re-
covered and his amazing speed and one-
on-oneskillscould haveabigimpact. "He
is back at his best and more mature, he
hasalottooffer and | likehisverstility,”
Deschampssays.
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CHIMNEYS WITH APPS | R.O. WATER PURIFIER | HOBS | GAS STOVE | OTHER KITCHEN APPLIANCES

Abhayapuri-94350-22784 | Agartala-98560-93668 | Baihata chariali-94351-42568/98641-40488 | Bangaigaon-7002184811. 9435547654,9435121367 | Barpeta road-94350-17865 99541-41975 | Barpeta town -94350-25127 | Bhawanipur-
7002206773 | Bandardewa-98649-84753 | Bijoynagar -99570-98392/94010-01157/94353-40662 | Boko-94010-02588 | Chaygaon-9435014549 | Dadara -98546-98027 | Dhupdhara-96785-16189 | Dhamaji-99546-51322 | Dhubri-94350-29279 |

Diphu-94350-66701/94350-66643 | Dudhnoi-34357-21505/94351-28048 | Goalpara-70023-10904/88762-23858 | Golaghat-96132-30384 | Guwahati -94355-59057/97065-94950 | Hajo-94353-47024/88763-09327 | Hojai-94357-29521/84028-59256 | Jorhat -
94350-53934/9854 1-06776 | Kharupitia -98541-44223 | Kokrajar-97070-29429/99548-88721/94354-81234 | Karimgunj-97061-39061 | Krishnai-88224-15337 | Lumding -94351-63327/97066-14137 | Mangaldoi -94350-87284/94351-
86435/97065-39174/73994-79163 | Mirza-98540-71983/99572-81858 | Morigaon -94350-64986/80111-17171 | North lakhimpur-88224-21077 | Nagaon-97061-79408/94355-18665 | Nalbari -98644-14515/98540-30209 | Pathsala-80110-06658 |
Dhekiajuli-98548-29934 | Dibrugarh-98548-11265 | Rangia -94351-05888/96782-26563 | Silchar -97061-39061/70054-86129 | Silapathar-70028-94393 | Shillong-90869-66640 | Suwalkuchi -98643-54859 | Tinsukia-94350-35156/
94350-35511/94350-36463 | Tezpur-97060-73481 | Tihu-97068-53124 | Udalguri-97063-46492
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