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Just enjoy your success, Kate
Windet, Your husband can .
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54 crude

bombsfound

Kolkata, June6: At least
54 crude bombs were de-
tected on Saturday night
at Khidderpore and
Hastings crossing in the
southern fringesin
Kolkata, averting amajor
tragedy. The bombs were
recovered by Kolkata po-
licehardly 20 metresaway
fromaBJPofficethat was
used during the election.
As per reports, the 54
bombs were kept in four
sacksthat aremainly used
for the packing of fruits.
teamof palice, bomb squad
and officers from anti-
rowdy section rushed to
the spot and recovered the
bombs and subsequently
diffused it.Police officias
said gpparently thebombs
were crude but an explo-
sion of so many bombs
could have caused serious
damage."We have started
investigation to find out
how the bombs came
there. The CCTV footage
is dso being examined,"
said apolioeofficer

Protest againgt

eoson
Guwahati, June6: Res-
dents of the Fakirgan; vil-
lage in Assam's South
SdmaraMankachar digtrict
on Saturday staged a pro-
test on the banks of the
Brahmaputraagainst ram-
pant erosion in the
area. They aso immersed
effigies of Dhubri MP
Badruddin Ajmal and
South Salmara MLA
Wajed Ali Choudhury in
theriver asamark of pro-
test. TheFakirgang village
has been redling under the
problem of erosion for
yearsand residentslivein
constant fear of the
Brahmaputra devouring
their homesand land. Res-
dentsof thevillagealleged
that Ajma and Choudhary
have failed to take any
measure to check erosion
despite the assurance the
duo gavebeforetherecent
Assam assembly elections
that took placeinApril this

AASU plants
5,000 saplings

Guwahati, June 6 : The
AASU in an ambitious
moveto afforest 250 bigha
land planted 5,000 sap-
lings on the barren land at
Japanggaon in Balimahi
Chapori of the river
Brahmaputraintheflood-
prone Janjimukh area on
the occasion of World
Environment Day on
Saturday. The aim is to
create an environment for
birds to nest and to pro-
videfodder toaherd of -
ephants which cause dep-
redationin nearby villages.
The green project to cre-
ate a landscape which in
future could attract tour-
ists was started on June 5
last year by the Jorhat dis-
trict unit of All Assam Su-
dents Union (AASU) and
theTeok regiona unit.The
land now has 20,000 sap-
lings growing into trees
with villagers tending to
the plants. An AASU
member said the project,
oncecompleted, may con-
tribute to efforts in tack-
ling el ephant depredation
by awild herd that moves
along the bank of the
Brahmaputra causing de-
struction of paddy fields
andtreesinriverinevillage
areasincluding Majuli.

Congress ur ges PM Modi to stop
sale of two HPC-run paper mills

Guwahati, June 6 : The
Assam Congress has
urged Prime Minister
NarendraMaodi to stop the
auction of two state-run
closed paper mills of the

state.The Nagaon Paper
Mill at Jagiroad and
Panchgram Paper Mill at
Jagiroad run by Hindustan
Paper Corporation (HPC)
haveremained closed since

March 2017 and October
2015.The employees of
both the paper mills have
not got salaries since
2017.Assam Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (APCC)
president Ripun Borain a
letter urged PM Modi to
recall theauction noticeis-
sued by the official liqui-
dator on June1.TheAssam
PCC chief pointed out that
the Prime Minister had
made repeated commit-
ments during the election
campaigns of 2016, 2019
and 2021 that the two pa-
per millswould berevived

Twomorearrested in
Assam doctor assault case

Guwahati, June 6 : The
Assam Police on Saturday
arrested two more people,
including awoman, in con-
nection with an alleged at-
tack on ajunior doctor at a
Covid care centre in the
Hojai digtrict, taking theto-
tal number of arrests to 28
sofar.Ealierintheday, Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma met the assaulted
doctor, to enquire about his
health.He also held a dis-
cussionwith adelegation of
the Assam dtate branch of
the Indian Medical Asso-
ciation on several issues of
doctorswelfare, particularly
the security of on-duty

doctors.Recent incidents of
attack against doctors by
thebel eaguered rel atives of
patients haveraised alot of
concern about the safety of
the healthcare workers in
India.On Friday, the Na-

tional Human Rights Com-
mission (NHRC), India, had
caled for an action taken
report from theAssam chief
secretary, the director-gen-
eral of police and Assam
government Contd...Page 6

Assam imposesnew COVID-19
restrictions ,what's allowed, what's not

Guwahati, June 6 : The
Himanta Biswa Sarma-led
Assam government on Fri-
day (June 4, 2021) an-
nounced new lockdown-like
restrictions in the state,
which will remain in place
fromJune6till June 16. Ear-

lier, the lockdown-like re-
drictions in the state were
supposed to be lifted on
June5, butintheview of the
COVID-19stuaionthestate
government decided to ex-
tenditfor 10 moredays. The
authoritiesreved ed that the

curfew timings in the state
havebeenreducedfrom1pm
to 5 am daily. The state
government'sorder read, "In
partial modification of the
order issued vide Order
No.ASDMA.28/2021/86
dated 25th May, 2021 andin

the exercise of the powers,
conferred under Section
22(2) (h) of the Disaster
Management Act, 2005, the
undersigned, in his capac-
ity asChairperson, State Ex-
ecutive Committee of the
State Disaster Management

two months,
lakh new

New Delhi, June6: India
saw its lowest single-day
risein COVID-19 casesin
two months and recorded
1.14lakhnewinfections, as
per the data by the Minis-
try of Health and Family
Welfare on Sunday (June
6, 2021) Thecountry main-

India sees lowest single-day
risein COVID-19 casesin

records 1.14
infections

tained the declining trend
and reported less than 2
lakhdaily casesfor the10th
consecutiveday. Indiasees
lowest single-day rise in
COVID-19 cases in two
monthsThe weekly posi-
tivity rate is currently at
6.54%and Contd...Page6

Authority, Assam, hereby is-
suesthefollowing directives
whichwill beuniformly ap-
plicable across the State
(both urban and rural areas)
with effect from 5 AM of
June6, 2021 andwill remain
inforcetill 5AM of June 16,
2021?. Here's list of what's
dlowed, what'snot:- All gov-
ernment and private offices
will remain closed till June
15.- Total ban on the move-
ment of individuasfrom1pm
to5amat al days.- Restau-
rants and other esteries can
take dine-in guestsup to 12
noon, individuals can tak
away their foodtill 1 pmand
after that only home deliv-
ery of food will bealowed.-
Restaurants operating
within a hotel or resort can
allow outside guests up to
12 noon. However. in-house
guests of hotel/resort or-
deredto giveonly room ser-
viceafter 12 noon.- All inter-
district transport services
and movement of peopleto
and from other digtrictswill
remain suspended.- Cold
storages and warehouses
may continue after 12 noon.
However, sale counters,
showrooms Contd...Page 6

by g|V|ng a special eco-
nomic package."Other se-
nior BJPleaders, including
Sarmaand his predecessor
Sarbananda Sonowal, had
also assured the people of
the state that the two pa-
per millswould be revised
at any cost asitisthe"life-
line of the people of
Brahmaputra and Barak
Valley", the Rgjya Sabha
MP said.Against thisback-
drop, the employees of
thesetwo paper mills, their
family members, bamboo
growers and suppliers, un-
employed youths, small
businessmen and the
people of the state in gen-
eral expect that thegovern-
ment will not take the hard
decisionto sell thetwo pa-
per millsbuilt on over 2000
acre of land to private par-
ties, Borasaid."l urge you
to exploreacomprehensive
plan of revival of the two
paper mills, Contd...Page6

Education M
for Complal
to Mer

Guwahati, June6 : Educe
tion Minister Pegu Shares
Website for Complaints of
Scooters Distributed to
MeritoriousGirl Studentsby
Govt Pegu said that they
have started distribution of
pending scooters to merito-
rious girl students observ-
ing COVID protocol By :
Sentind Digitd Desk | 6Jun
2021 11:41 AM Guwahati:
Assam Education Minister
Ranoj Pegu on Saturday
posted a tweet sharing de-

Chief Minister Sarmarevl ews
Industriesand Commerce Department

Asks Industries department to create a
demand driven industrial landscape

Guwahati, June 6 : Chief
Minister Dr. HimantaBiswva
said that the industry sec-
tor which contributesto 39
per cent of the total state
GDP, needs perpetual
thrust of the key areaslike
start ups, ease of doing
business etc. to provide a
pushtotheindustrial land-
scape of the state. Taking
areview of the schemes of
the Industry and Com-
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tails of awebsitewhere girl

studentswho have received
scooters from the govern-
ment can lodge their com-
plaints if any about the
scooters. Pegu tweeted,
"For any complaint on dis-

merce Department in his
office in Janata Bhawan
today, Chief Minister
Sarmasaid that the depart-
ment needsto takekey ini-
tiatives to boost the confi-
dence of the stake holders
for the development of in-
dustries in the state. Tak-
ing alook of theNorth East
Industrial Development
Scheme, Sarmaasked Prin-
cipal Secretary Industries

tribution of Scootersto meri-
torious girl student writeto
scootercomplaint.
dhe@gmail.com” For any
complaint on distribution of
Scootersto meritorious girl
student writeto
scootercomplaint. dhe
@gmail.com - Ranoj Pegu
(@ranojpegu) June 5, 2021
Also Read - A Tribute to
BanaLata Das Assam gov-
ernment has distributed
22,000 scootersto number of
girl students, where Former

and Commerce Dr. K.K.
Dwivedi to expeditiously
dispose the ‘proposals of
interests’ submitted for
starting several new
projects under the scheme
in Assam. Chief Minister
Sarmataking acomprehen-
siveview of thesize of the
total landsinAssamforin-
dustrial use, asked thePrin-
cipal Secretary to prepare
aplanfor Contd...Page6

nister Pegu Shares Website
Ints of Scooters Distributed
torl ous Girl Students

Chief Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal highlighted
schemessuchasPM Ujjaa,
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao,
Jan-Dhan Yojana etc. He
also spoke about the
'Arunodoi' scheme which
benefitsseverd lakhwomen
of the State and said last
year that State governments
wedfare schemes in the last
four and a half years have
touched thelivesof 701akh
families including women
and helped Contd...Page 6

High alert sounded in Lakhimpur asNEEPCO
‘releasesexcesswatersfrom Ranganadi dam

Guwahati,June6: Thewa
ter level of Ranganadi river
rising after release of dam
watersfrom Ranganadi Hy-
dro Electric Project. High
flood alert has been
sounded in Lakhimpur of
north Assam following re-
lease of excesswatersfrom
the dam of Ranganadi Hy-
dro Electric Project (RHEP)

P leader Swvendu Adhikari and s brother
booked for alegedly stedling relief materia

New Delhi, June 6 : The
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) leader Suvendu
Adhikari and his brother
Soumendu Adhikari have
been booked for allegedly
steding relief material from
the Purba Midnapore's
Kanthi Municipality office
inWest Bengal. The police

said that an FIR has been
lodged against the
Adhikari brothers on the

complaint submitted by
Ratnadip Manna, amember
of the Kanthi Municipal
Administrative Board, at
Kanthi Police Station on
Junel."On29 May 2021 at
12:30 pmasper direction of
Suvendu Adhikari and his
brother and former Munici-
pal Chief Contd...Page6

on upstream of theriver a
Yazali inside Arunachal
Pradesh on Saturday
afternoon.NEEPCO is re-
leasing 605.25 cumecs of
water through its Gate No.
4 of the dam of the hydro-
electric project & 5 pm on
Saturday causing rise of
water level darmingly onthe
downstream of Ranganadi
river in Lakhimpur district.
According to Districted
Emergency Operational
Centre (DEOC) at North
Lakhimpur, RHEPsGateNo.
4wasinopen statusat 6.15
in the evening at the 4000
mmwater level. The BEOC
data also shows that the
water level of theRHEPdam
has risen from 300 mm at
2.16 pmto 4,000 mmwithin
four hoursat 6.15 pmat Gate
No.4.The Contd...Page6

Sudents cel ebrate 209 year s of
Asia's 2nd Iargest treein Assam

Guwahati, June 6 : Stu-
dents observed the

"World Environment
Day" on Saturday by cel-
ebrating the completion of
209yearsof Asiassecond
largest treeat Jdikhatavil-
lage in Assam's Bajali
district. They celebrated
the occasion by planting
saplingsinthe premisesof
the Jalikhatatemplewhere
the tree is located.Locals

believe that the banyan
tree, which spreads over
four bighas of land, is 209
years old.Environment ac-
tivists and nature lovers
had celebrated the comple-
tion of 207 yearsof thetree
on this day in 2019.The
people of the areahad gath-
eredin huge numbersto cut
a cake weighing 60 kg on
the occasion last year.The
famous Contd...Page 6
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Scroungers, lefty lawyers... the Tories
duck scrutiny by inventing enemies

The high court ruled that the
standard of living at Napier
barracks was 'not adequate’
and criticised the 'detention-like'
setting. You cannot say anything
coherent without generalising, and
S0, andto generalise, the Britishwill
losetheir rightsto challengean over-
mighty and underwhelming state
because they hate foreigners more

have a picture of Conservative vot-
erscheering Priti Patel and Johnson
on asthey bash asylum seekersonly
to discover, too late, that the gov-
ernment has abolished their right to
challenge plans to drive a road
throughthefieldsnext totheir home
or build houses on their village
green.Or indeed challenge any un-
lawful government decision. Witha

thanthey love political accountabil-
ity. The Johnson administration
knows that as long as it portrays
asylum seekersascheatsarrivingin
the UK illegdly and their salicitors
as activist "lefty lawyers', tricking
the trusting public into allowing
scrounging aliens to remain on our
island, it can end scrutiny of its
abuses of power.Stopping account-
ability is, after dl, itsprime purpose.
Journalists and academics write so
much about populists you can be
forgiven for thinking they are com-
plicated men. They could not besim-
pler. The answer to the question
what do populists want is that they
want power: towinit, maintainitand
prohibit opposition to it.Boris
Johnson's government ducks every
hard issuefromthe abysmal state of
socid careto declining productivity.
Instead, it proposes to put scrutiny
of its actions beyond the reach of
the courts by restricting judicia re-
view of unlawful state decisions.
Ministers will sell secrecy as ade-
fence againgt today's dy lefty law-
yers and forget to add that judicial
review has existed for 400 years. |

L]

typically indolent concern for the
truth, the justice secretary, Robert
Buckland, maintained that the
government's review of the courts
had found a "worrying" trend of
judgesmoving beyond their rightful
sphere. In truth, the review pand,
chaired by former Con-
servative minister Lord

iy

Nick Cohen

condemned thousands to needless
deaths. When an appointments
pand refused to make Paul Dacre
chair of Ofcom, because a former
editor of the Mail was unlikely to
defend impartial broadcasting,
Johnson would not accept its deci-
sion. He created a new interview
panel and told it to try again. Last
week, another independent adviser,

i

SirKevan Callins, went. Heresigned
because his recommendations to
save the education of Covid-dis-
rupted pupilswerereplaced by Rishi
Sunak's "half-hearted approach
[that] risks failing hundreds of
thousands'.As a triumphant leader
with an unassailable
majority, Johnson does

Faulks, no less, found

no "overall trend that you could
extract”" and recommended only mi-
nor changes. Buckland swore to
uphold the law when he took of-
fice and then sanctioned Johnson's
plan to break international law dur-
ing the Brexit crisis. You can expect
nothing better from him.The dis-
missal of independent advice, how-
ever, isascharacterigtic of the popu-
list when the will to power is upon
himasthecontempt for truth. Sir Alex
Allan, Johnson's ethics adviser, re-
signed after he found evidence that
Patel bullied civil servants and
Johnson decided to defend her
rather than basi c standards. Johnson
ignored warnings from doctors and
epidemiologists about the dangers
of releasing lockdown too early and

not believe anyone
should hold him to accountPopulism
wantsagood press rather than good
government. Johnson will calculate
that hurting pupils won't hurt the
Conservative party, whose support
isdominated by pensionerswithout
school-age children. He can count
on the rightwing press and the in-
gtinctive beliefs of Tory voters to
hold that asylum seekers are crimi-
nals because they arrived illegaly
andforget how harditisfor genuine
victims of persecution to travel to
Britain legaly.For dl that, | till do
not see how anyone apart from so-
ciopaths can look at the high court's
judicia review of conditionsin the
Napier barracks on the Kent coast
last week and conclude that minis-
ters can be safely left to govern in

darkness.The Home Office put 414
asylum seekers, who had committed
no crime, into the abandoned camp.
[t left them in cramped, badly venti-
lated dormitories rather than house
them inthe hotel sthe pandemic had
emptied. Decent accommaodation
might have produced headlines
about scroungers living in luxury
and that would never do. Therewas
a"very clear steer to eliminate the
useof hotelsfor contingency accom-
modation”, said Mr Justice Linden
as he noted the political imperative
to keep the tabloids happy. "Home
Officegtaff wererardy present, which
ledto dangerousshortcomings. "Al-
though they were not meant to be
prisoners, the men werelocked ina
camp surrounded by barbedwireand
patrolled by security guards. There
was one serious fire, the site was
riddled with plywood and asbes-
tos, whilean inevitable Covid out-
break saw nearly 200 inmatesand
staff go down.Johnson wants to
stop judges examining such hor-
rors for many reasons. He does
not want to pay compensation to
victims, as the judge's ruling that
detention at the Napier barracks
wasunlawful may force himto do.
He does not want to allow the
courtsor anyoneelsetoforce min-

. isters and civil servants to work

hard and do their duty. And heis
very keen on keeping the Conser-
vative-voting public in a politi-
cally useful state of ignorance.But
as so often, the simplest explana-
tion is the best. As a triumphant
leader with an unassailable major-
ity and divided opposition,
Johnson does not believe anyone
should hold him to account.The
Napier barracksare named after Sir
Charles Napier (1782-1853). He
wasahero of the Napoleonicwars,
whose horse was shot from un-
derneath him twice in the Penin-
sulacampaign. Hewas also asur-
prisingly liberal general by 19th-
century standards. In the late
1830s, he commanded 6,000
troops in the north of England
with orders to crush the Chartist
movement. Far from regarding the
campaign to democratise Britainas
a threat, however, Napier
sympathised with the Chartist de-
mand for one man, one vote, and
condemned the poverty endured
by the new working class. If there
was trouble, he said, "Tory injus-
tice and Whig imbecility" wereits
root causes. Plus ¢a change.

Just enjoy your SUCCess,
Kate Windet, Your hushand
can take care of himself

hy do highly successful
women feel they must over
praise spouses who merely do

what women do dl thetime? Kate Wind et
is having a "moment" with the television
seriesMare of Easttown and deservedly so.
Still, why did shefed the need to uber-gush
about her hushand, Edward Abel Smith (Ri-
chard Branson's nephew, formerly self-
christened Ned Rocknroll) inarecent New
York Timesinterview?AccordingtoWindet,
Abd Smith is a "super-hot, superhuman
stay-at-home dad" and an "absolutely ex-
traordinary lifepartner”. Helooksafter her
and the children. Although
dyslexic, he helps Winslet

latesaman andit'suptothewomanto make
that right, to makethe neutered mal€'s con-
tribution bigger by making herself smdler.
That al too often such women are paranoid
about unmanning their spouses and feel
they must lay the praise on super-thick to
the point where it borders on relationship
damagecontrol. Thiskind of thinkingisthe
knotweed of gender dynamics - it never
quite goes away. Last year, in equality-
minded Sweden, there was a study about
how women who become CEOs divorce
faster than men who become CEOs. Still,
there are always couples bucking such

trends and Windet and Abel

BarbaraEllen  smithcould be among them:

with her lines. He maintains

his zen with veganism, yoga, breath work
and cold swims. His long hair makes him
resemble"an ocean warrior".Noteto Kate:

thereareacceptableleve s of spousal gush-
ing and then there's "umbrellafor the jour-
naig, please!". Windet adds. "Hedidn't par-
ticularly plan on meeting and marrying a
woman who isin the public eye and there-
forehaving been sojudged.” Andthere per-
hapsyou haveit: whileWindet stops short
of technically de-alpha-ing herself, she
could be endeavouring to ensure that her
husband doesn't fedl quite so beta.ls Abel

Smith astay-at-homedad or ishe till head
of marketing, promotion and astronaut ex-
periencefor Uncle Richard'sfirm?1t seems
odd that aman should be eulogised for sup-
porting hiswife. Women dothisall thetime
- doesit qudify them as"superhuman”?ls
Abd Smith'sego sofragilethat Windet must

lavish praiseon himor hemight haveapanic
atack about being an A-list house husband
with asiddlinein astronaut experiences?Or
isthis beyond Wind et and Abel Smith and
moreabout the great unspoken curse of suc-
cessful women generally? The idea, even
now, that men are conditioned to resent fe-
male success. That female power emascu-

hen the first lockdown

cameintoforceinthe UK

last March, supermarket
delivery slots vanished. Many
people - myself included - began to
rely on our local corner shops,
stocked with toilet roll and bakers
yeast. They were somewhere you
could pick up abottle of wine after
a shell-shocking day of home
schooling, or replenish basics like
pastaandrice. They provided alife-
linefor families, elderly and isolated
people, and those without
cars. These days, though, no sector
can flourish without tech compa-
nies trying to muscle in. You may
have already seen the adverts for
apps like Weezy, Jiffy, Getir and
Dija: these companies promise
they can deliver your groceries
faster than it would take you to
walk around the corner and back.
They cater to harried parentswho
have run out of nappies, students
with late-night munchies, and des-
perate dinner party hosts short on
booze.Since the pandemic began,
about $14bn in venture capital
funding has rushed into instant
grocery apps, whiledelivery apps
are aready targeting vacant high
street propertiesto establish " dark
stores' - fulfilment centresthat are
not open to shoppers or the pub-
lic - close to homes. In logistics
and delivery services, thelast leg
of the journey between retailers
and consumers - the hit between
local distribution hubs and your
house - isthe hardest to crack. By
inserting themselves into this "last
mile", grocery delivery appsremove
the need for tripsto the corner shop.
In doing so, they pose an existen-
tial threat to local high streets and

Corner shopsgot usthrough lockdown,
Now delivery appscould destroy them

small convenience stores.Plenty has
been written about Deliveroo and
other companies that have dis-
rupted takeaway food, but the gro-
cery sector isfar bigger. Total gro-
cery sales in the UK amounted to
£190bnin 2018; convenienceretail
accounted for around £40bn of this.
By comparison, the restaurant de-
livery market isworth an estimated
£11.4bn. Still, convenienceretailing
isalow-margin business. Theinput
costs for a corner shop are far
higher than those of the large su-
permarkets that wield huge market
power over their suppliers. Many
eke out a modest living working
long and unsociable hours.But
these businesses are resilient be-
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cause their fixed costs tend to be
low, with few overheads or staff.
They're also an important employ-
ment route for immigrants: 44% of
store managers across the UK are

Asian or Asian British. If delivery
appstakeover, only aportion of the
nearly half-million peoplewhowork
in the sector might be redeployed
asdelivery ridersor shelf-pickersin
dark stores. Many may be replaced
by robots.Moreintriguing still isthe
business model of new grocery de-
livery apps. The "last mile" is un-
avoidably expensive, and a basket

Michelle M eagher

must be worth enough to cover the
cost of delivery but also small
enough tofit on abike. On-demand
purchasesrarely line upto allow rid-
ers to fulfil many orders at once.
Given these challenges, you may
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wonder why investorsare pumping
vast sums into fledgling startups
with no track record that are offer-
ing heavy price discounts. What
they're betting onisthetech startup

playbook: lure in users, crush the
competition and form amonopoly.
It's the same model favoured by
companies such as Uber, which has
never turned a profit but attracts
investors who are betting on future
monopoly earnings.Traditional
convenience stores cannot compete
against the might of global finance.
Unfortunately, the only institution
that might intervene, the Competi-
tion and Markets Authority, isfail-
ing to see the problem. Last sum-
mer, the CM A approved Amazon to
take aminority stake in Deliveroo.
Initsextensiveinvestigation report,
it noted that "Deliveroo is offering
a'Deliveroo Essentials servicefrom
its Editions sites." The company's

"essentials' service is
l agrocery delivery ser-

vice, while Deliveroo
Editions are "dark
. kitchens" that serve
= delivery-only food -
restaurants without
diners. Deliveroo is
well-placed to merge
these two lines of
& business.According to
1 this version of the fu-
8 ture, our local high
streets ook very weird
indeed. Consumerswill
be able to buy grocer-
ies from dark stores
wherethey can't physi-
cally shop, or order res-
taurant food from dark
kitchens where they
can't dine. And what
will count as essential products?
My corner shop sells Turkish kefir
alongside Polish kielbasa, West Af-
rican fufu flour, gluten-free spaghetti
and heritage tomatoes - a

hyperlocal offeringto cater toafew
north London streets. Delivery apps
may turn all this flavoursome vari-
ety and richness into bland
uniformity.Evenif you look forward
to a future where you can order a
pint of milk toyour door at thetouch
of abutton, thisshift mattersfor our
high streets and communities. De-
livery apps siphon wealth out of
local areas and into the pockets of
distant shareholders, venture capi-
talistsand giant platforms. We need
new ways to understand and inter-
venein this shift - starting with the
UK's competition authority.The
CMA must look beyond consumer
wallets and take into account the
effects of mergers and monopolies
on employees, small businessesand
communities. Capping commission
chargesto suppliers, blocking merg-
ers in the sector, and breaking up
and properly taxing monopolies
would help. The CMA's months-
long investigation into Amazon and
Deliveroo entirely missed the emer-
genceof dl theinstant grocery play-
ersnow vying for dominance. Regu-
lators must start thinking more like
venture capitalistsif they areto keep
up.In the meantime, buying direct
fromlocal businessescan help.Two-
thirds of convenience storesarelo-
cated in villages and housing es-
tates, not the city centres in which
many of the grocery startupsare ex-
perimenting. According to James
Lowman, the chief executive of the
Association of Convenience Stores,
"the social utility of convenience
storesis maximised in remoteloca
tions. They will face these competi-
tivepressureslagt, but may feel them
more acutely." Once these local
stores are gone, they're gone.

Abel Smith, growing up
around fameand therefore not cowed by it;
Windet, athespian supernova, but onewho
wantsred loveinared life Still, for al the
accomplished women out there, it bearsnot-
ing that it must be a rare successful man
who'dworry for asolitary second about los-
ing hiswoman because of it. In 2021, it'sa
tragedy if women fed they'll be punished
and abandoned for what they've earned.It
would take asaint not to laugh on learning
from the Electoral Commission that
Laurence Fox (actor turned anti-woke-
Flashman) received dmaost asmuch money
in donations (£1,153,300) as the Libera
Democratsfor theLondon mayord raceand
yet hisReclaim party still only managed to
comesixth, garnering 1.9% of thevoteshare.
Then again, Fox managed to beat Count
Binface and you can't take that away from
him.Other newsfromthe El ectord Commis

sionincludesthelarge Tory donation from
Peter Cruddas, the businessman Boris
Johnson madeapeer last December against
House of Lords advice. What amysterious
coincidence.Back to Fox. Hismayora war
chest, likedl of hisfunding, camefrom Jer-
emy Hosking, thewedlthy, Brexit-support-
ing fund manager. Now what? Will Fox fi-
nally admit (to himsdlf, if no one else) that
hemay havetakenawrong turn?Hetrashed
his career and hisreputation to spend more
thanamillion quid of someoneelsesmoney
tostand asa"man of the peopl€" and ended
up only just beating the equivalent of
Screaming Lord Sutch.Still, every cloudand
dl that... Atleast the one personwho seems
tolikeFox happensto beamultimillionaire.
Does Britain redly need to strengthen its
borders against European youngsters on
school trips? Forthcoming post-Brexit re-
quirements are likely to cut the number of
European young peoplevisiting the UK by
half. Continental tour operators dealing in
school excursions say that the UK used to
account for 90% of trips, but now inquiries
are about Ireland, or previoudly less trav-
elled territories such as Malta and the
Netherlands.This is as depressing as it is
unnecessary. Despite apped s, the UK gov-
ernment has refused to exempt young Eu-
ropeans from the new passport and visa
measureson thegroundsthat itis" commit-
ted to strengthening the security of our
border". Againgt what: the existential threat
of European schoolkids wanting to seethe
L ondon Eye?Among those particularly af-
fectedwill benon-EU European pupils(gen-
erdly immigrant children), asthe UK will no
longer alow themto visit under the"list of
travellers' visascheme, meaning consider-
able extra expense and administrative ag-
gravation. Who could blame European
schoolsfor thinking that the UK isjust not
worth the bother?Thisisn't just about L on-
don - the changeswill affect townsand cit-
iesacrossthe UK, notably al thebusinesses
that offer European pupilseducationd, resi-
dentid, hospitadity or tourist facilities, which
rely upon asteady flow of young overseas
vigtors.It'saso another door damming shut
onour relationshipwith Europe, dl themore
heartbreaking because it involves young
Europeans, aka the future. Most of us re-
member overseas school trips as a blast.
Far fromditist, for some people, mysdlf in-
cluded, they were the only chance to go
abroad asaminor, with the added bonus of
doing so without your parents. Young
people benefit from these short cultural-
cum-educational trips, and UK businesses
need the custom, so why is an exemption
out of the question? Let's face it, Britain
fedsincreasingly shut.
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Share vaccinesor climate deal
will fail, rich countriesaretold

London, June6: Progressondimate
change could be scuppered by
developing nations if they are not
given equitable access to vaccines,
Boris Johnson has been warned, as
rich nations come under new
pressure to donate more doses.
Figures compiled by the Observer
show that the wealthiest nations,
including the UK, have enough
vaccines to inoculate their
populations more than twice
over.Before athree-day G7 summit
beginning in Cornwall on Friday, a
growing number of influential
figures believe failure to agree a
vaccination plan for poorer
countries could lead to them
refusing, or being unable, to work
with rich countries in the battle
against the climate crisis.Johnson
will seek to calm tensions on
Sunday by calling on the world's
wedlthiest nationsto help vaccinate
the entire globa population by the
end of 2022. "Vaccinating theworld
by the end of next year would bethe
single greatest feat in medical
history,” theprimeminister said."I'm
caling on my fellow G7 leadersto
join usto end thisterrible pandemic
and pledge will we never adlow the
devastationwreaked by coronavirus
to happen again.On Saturday, the
number of people in the UK to
receive a vaccination topped 40
million. It wasreported by the Sunday
Telegraph that the head of the UK's
vaccines taskforce, Kate Bingham,
was to receive a damehood, which
would be unveiled in the Queen's
birthday honours list next
weekend.In a key week for UK
diplomacy, Johnsonishopingto use
the G7 gathering to lay the

groundwork for Cop26, thevitad UN
climate summit being held in
Glasgow in November, towhichitis
hoped rich and developing nations
will send delegations. But as rich
nations face accusations of
stockpiling vaccines, Paul Polman,
theformer chief executiveof Unilever
and chair of the International
Chamber of Commerce, saidthetwo
biggest global challenges were
becoming increasingly, and

dangeroudly, linked."We can't have
global solidarity and trust around

tackling climate changeif wedo not
show solidarity around vaccines,"
Polmansaid. "Devel oping countries
will not come with more ambitious
targets[on emissiong] if they do not
see developed countries showing
some solidarity on vaccines, and
climate funding."The chances of
successat Cop26, Polman said, "will
besignificantly higher if weaddress
this vaccine issue."The secretary
general of the Commonwealth,
Patricia Scotland, agreed that
vaccines were closely linked to
climate action." Thereisan obvious
link between equitable access to
vaccines and action on climate
change," shesaid. "Only if weinvest
in equitable vaccine access and
stand against vaccine nationalism
will we beat Covid-19. Only if we

ensureevery country isabletoafford

toded withitscimatechdlengeswill
we be able to reach a meaningful
agreement onaway forward."Greta
Thunberg, the climate campaigner,
has said she will boycott Cop26
unless developing countries get a
fair share of vaccines, and some
NGOs have caled on developing
countries in the talks to do the
same.Joss Garman, the UK director
of the European Climate Foundation
and aformer adviser to the Labour
party ontheenvironment, said there
wasarisk that the Cop26 talkscould
suffer the samefate asthe collapsed
Copenhagen summit in 2009 unless
a deal was done on vaccines."The
savage impact of Covid is costing
developing countries around $1
trillion every year," said Garman.
"Overwhemed by thisimmediateand
ongoing health and financia crigis,
almost 100 countrieshaveyet to put
forward their climate plan for
Cop26." Othershaveexplicitly made
their effortson carbon contingent on
more assistancefromrich countries.
Unless the G7 puts together a
package on vaccinesand debt relief,
success a Cop26 could be in red
jeopardy. "A senior government
sourcesaid UK minigtersredlised thet
the needs of developing nations on
issuesincluding vaccines, debt relief
and access to green funds had to be
addressed if Cop26 was to be a
success."We know developing
countrieswant recognition fromthe
G7 that there's now a triple
unfairness: they didn't burn the
fossil fuels in the first place to
develop their economies, they
haven't got the cash to protect
themselvesfrom climate change, and
they haven't got the jabs to protect

themselves from Covid. The PM's
pledge to share vaccines is about
acknowledging this - it's an act of
solidarity and there will be more
ahead from this G7 as the UK
demondtratesit isdetermined Cop26
will work for al, especidly climate-
vulnerable countries."New data
showsthat Canada, the UK, the EU,
the US and Japan have collectively
procured 5.3 hillion vaccine doses
despite having a collective
population of just over 1 hillion,
according to the Global Health
Innovation Center at DukeUniversity
inthe US. Considering most vaccines
requiretwo dosesfor full vaccination,
it means the world's wealthiest
countries could "double vaccinate"
their entire populations and be left
with plenty to spare.Canada hasthe
highest number of procured doses
per head, with atotal of 381 million
procured vaccine doses for a
population of just over 37 million.
That would be enough to give each
person 10 dosesif all vaccines pass
phase 3 trials.The UK will have
enough doses to give each of its
people seven doses, the EU six per
person, the US three per person and
Japan two per person.|n comparison,
most low- and middle-income
countries are struggling to procure
doses through either direct deals or
theglobal vaccine-sharinginitiative
Covax. Colombia and Indonesia
currently have enough to give an
average of 0.9 doses per person,
South Africa has 0.5 doses per
person, and Pakistan has just
0.1.Johnson has previously pledged
to donate most of the UK's surplus
vaccine supply to poorer countries,
but this process has yet to start.

g Suspected extremist
4% attack on BurkinaFaso

\isitors enjoy the view in the Intaka I sland nature reserve in Cape Town, South Africa

Cryptocurrenciesmay remain
merely abit ontheside

L ondon, June6: When Googleannounced
that bitcoin traderswoul d be allowed to buy
advertising spaceonits pagesfromAugust,
central bankswerealertedto the next likely
surgein publicity for cryptocurrencies.The
increasing activity around digital currencies
has not gone unnoticed at the Bank of
England, and on 7 June Threadneedle
Street'sbrightest will publish aconsultation
document, setting out how a publicly
operated electronic coinage system - one
that would riva bitcoin - might work.The
report is a staging post in the bank's work
on digital currencies, and will also assess
the prospects for so-called stable coins,
ones whose value is pegged to something

that already has a value.Bitcoin is many
things, but astable coinitisnot, according
to Brian Davidson, economist a Fathom
Consulting. Bitcoin failsthethree main tests
of acurrency - that it isastore of vaue, that it
qualifiesasaunit of exchangeand that itisa
unit of account.lts supporters say the
rocketing vaueof bitcoin - from below £2,000
four yearsagoto £45,000inApril - showsitis
a gore of value but, says Davidson, by the
same measureit could so beworthlessone
day. And its voltility - bitcoin's vaue has
dumped 40%to about £26,000sincethat April
high - means holidaymakers wouldn't know
from one day to the next how much they had
to spend.However, the idea of a publicly
formulated and operated digital currency,
backed by theBank of England and, ultimately,
the British government, runs againg al the
tenetsof adigita currency likehbitcoin, which

operates outs de banking regulations.Bitcoin
allows payments to be sent between
individuals digital wallets without anyone
elseknowing they happened, whichiswhy it
has been called a money-launderers'
paradiseLarry Summers, former economic
adviser to Bill Clinton, has criticised the US
Federal Reserve for its apparent lack of
concern about the rise of digital
currencies Thiscriticismcould not belevelled
a Sir Jon Cunliffe, theBank'sdeputy governor
for financia stahility, who has given severd
speeches on the subject and said last month
that it was "probable’ that the state would
need to issue some form of digital cash to
retain the public's trust in money."The
knowledge that under stress
depositorshavetheoptionto switch
into state money may beimportant
inpreventingamoregeneral lossof
confidenceinmoney," Cunliffesaid.
That presumesdigita currencieswill
become big business and millions
of people who opt to store money
inandectronicwalet and pay fora
service with it - only to become
disllusonedwhentheserviceisnot
provided - deserve a back-up
option.Cunliffeispart of ataskforceexamining
the benefits and challenges of digital
currenciesand hewill aso present thefindings
of aconsultationthat asked how much people
wanted it and why.The banking industry will
beinterested to hear how the current form of
digital money - used by most of us for
payments from our phones, computers and
dehit cards - should be scrapped in favour of
one that, while it looks modern, will, once
surrounded by protections and regulations,
operatemuch likemoney. Summerswasan
early enthusiast, but now says
cryptocurrencies could be something akin
to gold - kept to one side of mainstream
money transfers. "Gold has been aprimary
asset of that kind for along time," he said.
"My guessisthat crypto is probably here to
stay as a kind of digita gold."Maybe that
would suit the Bank of England just fine.

village kills 130 people

Burkina Faso, June 6 :
Suspected extremists have
killedmorethan 130civilians
in an overnight attack on a
village in northern Burkina
Faso, thegovernment said on
Saturday, in one of theworst
attacks in the country beset
by jihadist violence.The
assailants struck during the
night on Friday, Kkilling
residents of the village of
Solhan in Yagha province,
near the eastern border with
Niger. They also burned
homes and a market, the
government said, describing

the attackers as terrorists.
Roch Kabore, the president,
lamented theattack, theworst
recorded sSincejihadist attacks
erupted acrossthe country in
2015, destroying ordinary life
for millions of mainly
impoverished people. "'l bow
before the memory of the
hundred civilianskilledinthis
barbaric attack and extend my
condolencestothefamiliesof
thevictims" hesaid."Severa
injured have succumbed to
their woundsand new bodies
have been discovered. The
till provisiona toll is 138
desths" onelocal officid said
to Agence France Presse on
Saturday evening. "The
bodies were buried in mass
graves. There are dozens
injured." The government
announced three days of
national mourning, while
details from the attack were
il emerging on Saturday.In
aseparateattack, 13 civilians
and onesoldier werekilled by
gunmen in the northern
village of Tadaryat late on
Friday, security sources told
AFP. The gunmen raided the
community's motorbikes
and cattle, local residents

said.No group hasclaimed
responsibility. Attacks by
jihadistslinked to al-Qaida
and Islamic State in west
Africas Sahel region have
continued to surge this year
in Burkina Faso, aswell as
in Mali and Niger.In 2018
there were under 200
fatalities in Burkina Faso,
rising to almost 2,000 last
year.The violence in
Burkina Faso has rapidly
displaced more than 1
million people since 2019,
while the largely arid
country is also hosting

around 20,000 refugees
from neighbouring Mali
who have fled from jihadist
attacks.
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Children have a water fight at Lake Ontario in Mississauga, Ontario, Canada,

China, Faucl and hoaxes:
Donald Trump targets usual
suspectsinreturnto stage

Beijing, June6: Donad Trump hasreturned
to the stage in predictable fashion as he
launched a more active phase of his post
presidency: criticising Covid expert Anthony
Faudi, calingfor Chinato pay reparationsover
the pandemic and denouncing the New York
attorney generd'scrimina investigation into
his business dedlings. At a GOP convention
in North Carolinaon Saturday night, Trump
wasintroduced by the state's party chairman
Michadl Whatley as"our president”, anodto
Trump'sbasdessclamsthat the2020 election
was stolen from him through voter fraud,
which Trump branded on Saturday "thecrime
of the century".His appearance had all the
hallmarks of his signature
campaign ralies, complete with a
musical playlist heavy on Elton
John.Urging Republicans to
support only Trump loyalists in
next year's midterm elections, §
Trump teased the prospect of §
another presidential bid of hisown
in 2024, but vowed first tojoin the
campaigntrail for thosewho share
his vaues in next year's fight for
control of Congress."The surviva 1"
of America depends on our ahility to eect
Republicans at every leve starting with the
midtermsnextyear," hesaid early inarambling
speech that lasted nearly an hour-and-a
half.Some party leaders worry that a rise of
pro-Trump candidatesin the coming months
couldjeopardisethe GOPsfight for control of
Congress in 2022. While Trump remains a
dominant force within his party, heis deeply
unpopular among key segments of the
broader electorate. Helost thelast el ection by
7 million votes after dienating Republican-
leaning suburban voters across the
country.The former president joined wider
Republican criticiamof Faud - theUSsleading
infectious diseases official - for asking
Americans to wear masks to guard against
thevirusand for at timesbeing sceptical of a
hotly contested theory that the virus escaped
fromalaboratory inWuhan, ChinaHecalled
Fauci "not agreat doctor but agreat promoter”
for hisfrequent television appearances. "But
he's been wrong on almost every issue and
he was wrong on Wuhan and the lab aso,"
Trump said. Trump's own handling of the
pandemic, inwhich nearly 600,000 peoplein
the United States have died and he himsdf
was infected, was a factor in his loss to
president JoeBidenin 2020. Heasocaledon
Chinato pay $10tn in reparations to the US
andtheworldfor itsown handling of thevirus,
and he said nations should cancel their debt
toBejing. Trumpsaidacrimina investigation
launched by the New York attorney genera's
office was "the ultimate fishing expedition”
and the latest attempt by Democratsto bring
him down &fter two impeachment sagaswhen
he was president. "It's been afive-year witch
hunt, hoax after hoax," said Trump. "They'll
never stop until November of 2024."New
York'satorney generd, L etitiaJames, hasbeen
investigatingwhether the Trump Organizetion

falsely reported property values to secure
loans and obtain economic and tax
benefits. Trump's speech to hundreds of
Republican officials and activists was the
opening appearance in what isexpected to be
anew phase of rdliesand public events. Out
of officefor morethanfour monthsand banned
from his preferred socid mediaaccounts, the
former president hopes to use such eventsto
elevate hisdiminished voice His advisers are
already eyeing subsequent appearances in
Ohio, Forida, Alabama and Georgiato help
bolster midterm candidates and energise
voters.On Friday, Facebook decided to
suspend his account for two years, after he

incited supportersto atack the US Capitol in
sarvice of hisliethat his defeat by Biden was
the result of electora fraud. At the end of the
suspension period, Facebook said, it would
work with expertsto assessthe risk to public
safety posed by reingtating Trump'saccountin
contrast to the mega ralies that filled sports
arenaswhen Trumpwaspresident, on Saturday
he faced a crowd that organisers estimated at
1,200 seated at dinner tables inside the
Greenville convention centre. Many more
followed dongoninternet sreams.Theformer
presdent waited morethan an hour to advance
falsehoods about the 2020 el ection, which he
described as "the crime of the century".Since
leaving the WhiteHouse, Trump hasregularly
made basdlessclaimsthat thelast presidential
eectionwasgtolen. Theclamshavetriggered
a wave of Republican-backed voting
restrictions in state legislatures across the
country, even though Trump's cries of voting
fraud have been refuted by dozens of judges,
Republican governorsand senior officidsfrom
his own administration.Trump focused his
early remarkson Biden'sWhiteHouse, which
he called "the most radical left-wing
administration in history". "As we gather
tonight our country is being destroyed before
our very eyes" he said.Democratic Nationa
Committee spokesman Ammar Moussatook a
shot a Trumpinastatement rel eased aheed of
his speech."More than 400,000 dead
Americans, millionsof jobslogt, and recklesdy
dangerous rhetoric is apparently not enough
for Republicansto break with aloser president
who cost them the White House, Senate, and
House," Moussa said.Invited to the stage
briefly, Trump daughter-in-law and North
Cardlina native Lara Trump announced she
would not runfor the Senate because of family
obligations. "l am saying no for now, not no
forever," shesaid.

Cattlethieveskill 66 villagersin Nigeria

Kebbi, June 6 : A gang of
cettle thieves have killed 66
people in raids on seven
villages in north-west
Nigeria's Kebbi stete, police
say.Dozens of assailants on
motorcycles attacked seven
neighbouring villages in
Danko-Wasagu district on
Thursday, Kebbi state police

spokesman Nafiu Abubakar
told on Saturday."We have
established 66 people were
killed in the attacks" which
targeted Koro, Kimpi, Gaya,
Dimi, Zutu, Rafin Gora and
Iguenge villages, Abubakar
said."Investigation is still
going on to ascertain the
extent of destructionwrought

by the bandits and search for
more bodies is till on," he
added.Policemen were
deployed to the area to
forestdl further attackswhile
residents of the affected
villagesfled their homes, said
Abubakar.The assailants
were believed to have
launched the attacks from

shows a view of Itaka Island nature reserve in Cape Town, South Africa

neighbouring Zamfara or
Niger states, wherecriminds
are known to maintain
campsInApril ninepalicemen
were killed in the area in a
shootout with gunmen who
invaded a village in nearby
Sakaba district to steal
livestock, Abubakar tol dAFP
at the time.North-west and
central Nigeria are a hub of
crimind gangsof cattlethieves
who raid villages, killing and
abducting residents for
ransom after looting and
burning homes.The gangs,
called bandits by locals,
maintain campsin Ruguforest
which straddles Zamfara,
Katsina, Kaduna and Niger
states.Driven by financial
motives, the gangs have no
ideological leanings - but
thereisgrowing concernthey
are being infiltrated by
jihadists from the north-east
waging a 12-year old
insurgency to establish an
Idamic gate.
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Theory of Covid'sorigins

Joe Biden wantsto know if the coronavirus pandemic originated
in alaboratory. On Thursday, the president ordered US intelli-
gence agencies to "redouble" their effortsto find exactly when
and how the virus jumped into humans, and the two scenarios
he suggested were an infected animal, or alaboratory accident.
Just last year, that second utterance would have got a person
dismissed as akook and a conspiracist; but an increasing num-
ber of mainstream figures, from those in the pressto influential
scientists and government officials such as US chief medical
adviser, Anthony Fauci, are at least open to the idea that the
pandemic may have started with acontainment failurein China,
or a souped-up virus experiment gone wrong.lf you're just tun-
ing in, bleary-eyed and wondering how yet another thing you
were told couldn't possibly happen appears to be on the verge
of becoming redlity, you're not alone. But thereisa straightfor-
ward way to see what the possibilities are, what scientists cur-
rently think, and what information might resolve the dispute
once and for all.Firgt, in the early days of the pandemic, nearly
every scientist and media figure with any sort of platform as-
sured the world that the pandemic had a natural origin. A
coronavirus that naturally infected bats gained the ability to
infect humans through normal evolution in the wild or farmed
captivity. This had historical precedent: both the origina Sars
virusin 2003 and the Mers outbreak in 2012 arosein this way.
And the viral genome, shared by Chinese scientists early in the
pandemic, and since sequenced around the world thousands of
times, didn't show any obvious signs of manipulation: it didn't
use any well-known viruses as a basic framework, or have the
genetic equivalent of bore-holes and cut-marks.All of these are
decent arguments, but not overwhelming. A matter of low atten-
tion bandwidth at the height of the first wave, an overall defer-
ence to authority, and a general wariness about conspiratorial-
sounding theories, led the animal-leap case to be presented and
repeated with airtight surety. And this left it open to
attack.Something that should have been widely acknowledged
back then is that scientists often do research with viruses that
includes mani pulating them to become more effective, or toin-
fect other species - even humans. Thejustification for thisisto
learn about viral behaviour, and track how a pandemic threat
might evolve. This is called "gain-of-function" research, and
lots of peoplethink it'sabad idea.What is also known for sure,
isthat theWuhan Institute of Virology (WIV), nearby tothefirst
recorded outbreaks, isthe world's premier collector of wild bat
coronaviruses, has grown them in their in-house laboratories
before, and had the expertise to conduct gain-of-function ex-
periments. If you wanted to create a pandemic coronavirusin a
lab, theWIV would beahell of aplacetodoit. And sothereare
now several theories about the pandemic strain coming out of
the W1V, ranging from one of their on-file natural coronaviruses
infecting a lab member; an ill-advised gain-of-function strain
doing the same; or apurposely human-targeted bioweapon strain
being accidentally or intentionally unleashed. Given the lab's
capabilities, that's the full range of careless, reckless, or purely
evil possibilities. Thismeansthat some version of alab-lesk was
alwayscircumstantially and scientifically plausible. Each theory
also neatly appealsto a certain sort of person, what you might
call the fringes of both sides. If you're the radically credulous
mainstream sort, the natural origin story fitsthebill. A naturally
emerging viral pandemic isacomplex process that the experts
say is likely to happen. It's the way things have happened be-
fore. People in positions of authority - say, running a
biohazardouslab - are highly competent and probably trustwor-
thy. Mystery solved by association.If you thrive on contin-
gency and conspiracy, however, thelab-leak theory iscatnip. A
single, discrete event, perpetrated by individuals, and then - if
true - surely covered up. Whether you think it was an accident
or adoomsday device, accessto the lab offersthe possibility of
a smoking gun, if only you could investigate.Given what we
know, both sidesare at adeadlock. The W1V had what armchair
detectiveswould call motive, method and opportunity, but there's
no proof that Sars-CoV-2 wasever inthelab. Onthe circumstan-
tial side, the holeisas deep asyou want to go - people have dug
into irregularities in the ingtitute's virus catalogue, there is an
"anonymous intelligence report” about WIV members becom-
ing sick with a pneumonia-like illness in November 2019. Do
your own research, as they say. But parsing cold war-style in-
trigue from a desk chair a world away rarely makes anything
clearer.When it comesto the science, thereisn't aknockout blow
either way. Viruses have multiple evolutionary avenuesin front
of them, from simple mutations to swapping entire genetic re-
gions with closely related pathogens. Some of these can be
worked around or reconstituted in alab with little trace. Given
that the mgjor changes Sars-CoV-2 acquired to become pan-
demic-ready don't mirror thosein any closely related coronavirus,
itsemergence was either arare event - or we simply don't know
very much about wild coronaviruses. The first is possible and
the second issurely true. At the sametime, if it wascreated ina
lab, the creatorstook acircuitousroute, not using known strains
or structures, and not always optimising the virus in obvious
ways. Reflecting this, scientific arguments are deep in theweeds
at themoment, arguing over thelikelihood of one RNA sequence
or another arising by natural or artificial means. Sofar they have
served only to keep the window open on both sides.So where
did thevirusthat actually started the pandemic come from? For
the natural-emergence side, finding a coronavirus in a bat or
intermediate animal that ismoregenetically similar to Sars-Cov-
2 than those currently on record would demonstrate a clear,
plausible evolutionary path. The closer the better, and bonus
points if it had a physical path to the outbreak as well. This
would never amount to an airtight case - meaning someversion
of lab-leak will alwaysbewith usasafringetheory - but it would
placate the mgjority of scientists. Effortsare ongoing, but could
takeyears.For thelab-leak side, it'sall about the source. Getting
accessto the WIV gtrain archive, the lab notebooks, regulatory
filings, access to researchers. Again, if these turned out to be
sgueaky-clean there would always be afringe alleging a cover-
up. But if itisacase of research-gone-wrong, therewoul d prob-
ably be evidence in the ingtitute. The greater problem, though,
isthat access to the WIV isn't likely to happen any time soon.
Scientists, the US government, and the WHO have asked for
openness and cooperation from the Chinese state, and have
been predictably stonewalled.And so, like many other timesover
the past year, we're stuck without a clear answer. The point has
been made that, epidemiologically, none of this really matters.
Lab or not, the pandemic happened and is still going. But find-
ing its origin would be hugely consequential. A natural origin
would absolve any one person, but further confirm that our
nature-encircling world is incubating pandemic disease at an
unprecedented rate. A lab-leak would tarnish the job of scien-
tific research for alifetime and prove some of theworst peoplein
the culture war - partialy - right. | think I'd prefer thefirst case,
but even more than that, 1'd like to know the truth.

Don't reducethe debateto
'Modi IsaFascie' level

| ndianeedsbetter critiqueof populism

T 0 understand seven years of the
NarendraModi government and its
unique approach to communica-
tion, we should beginwith adifferent an-
niversary. A few daysfrom now, it will be
two yearssince ashocking act of vandal-
ism took place in a small idand in the
Tungabhadra near Hampi: the desecra-
tion of NavaBrindavan, the sacred Tuls-
plant bearing shrine of the 15th century
Dvaita philosopher Sri  Vyasa
Tirtha.Unlike many commercialised pil-
grimagesites, theNavaBrindavanidand
is little known outside the Dvaita tradi-
tion. For violenceto enter aplacelikethis
was brutal, a violation not only of cul-
tural sanctity, but of nature too. What
makes this site important is not just the
monuments, but the fact that the whole
valley, withitshillsand boulders, still re-
mains as it did for hundreds of years, a
sacred geography undisturbed by "de-
velopment". Greed got heretoo. The sec-
ond paint of disbelief around this inci-
dent, and one that takes usto the issue of
communicationintheageof PrimeMinis-
ter Modi, isthe way aparticular reaction
spread on Twitter. Despite the gravity of
thisdesecration, within hours, acheerful,
sdlf-congratul atory tone was on display:
Would the rebuilding have happened if
"Pappu’ been Prime Minister instead of
Modi? Could the" new, confident, Hindu"
have rebuilt the Brindavan without the
inspiration of Modi ?Some might say the
positive tone averted needless commu-
nalism. Yet, adivisve angle was not ab-
sent either. Look at us, the tweets went,
we don't protest or riot when our sacred
sitesareviolated, unlike... (thosepeople).
Thissort of boastfulnessisnow aregular
feature of the Hindu response system on
socia media. Most recently, it wasin evi-
dence again when a Charlie Hebdo car-
toon mocked Hindu gods over the Covid-
19 tragedy in India (We don't behead!
WereHindus!).l sharethisstory because
thisis one example of what the "on the
ground" communication of the movement
that has brought Prime Minister Modi to
power, and keepshim there, lookslike. A
few weeks ago, | wrote asharp criticism
in ThePrint of PrimeMinister Modi'sap-
proach to communication in theface of a
severe national calamity. Since then, the
primeminister hasexpressed grief, but has
al so assured hisfollowersthat "the coun-
try has given a befitting reply to those
who conspireagainst it," areference per-
hapsto the "toolkit" circus.Whatever the
truth might be, the deeper question | wish
to explore hereisthe polarisation that has
left India divided between two aternate
conceptions of redlity. Each side seems
deeply invested inbelievingwhat it wants
to, that "Modi isafascist” or that "Modi
isaMessiah." | disagreed with the fas-
cismaccusation prevaentinacademiaand
Western media in 2014, and | dso dis-
agree with the savior cult that dominates
socia media. | say this not to sit on the
fence but to ask that what we need is a

better critique of propaganda and power
than what we have hadtill now; acritique
of both, globa corporations like Twitter
and Facebook and Netflix, aswell asthe
power of populist political figuresand their
powerful machines. We need a critique,
perhaps, from Left and Right, and not just
of them.| think that we are polarised to-
day, at least in part, because social media
(and some legacy
media too) have got
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ruling party makes a spectacle of harass-
ing two young women by turning com-
munication memos into a nation-break-
ing bogey called a"toolkit" (Disha Ravi
and SaumyaVerma), it will fail to makea
caemorally whenit hasto prosecutesome-
one or something far more serious. And
conversaly, when criticsof theruling party
protest crimesagainst womenwithimages
that violate reason
and sanctity by de-

us wedded to our

worst beliefs about our opponents. We
are now "aways on," seeing and being
seen on socid media, communicating not
for connection, but for image. We write
less to share, more to perform. The

"gotcha" moment (as it is called in
America), or the"befitting reply" (asitis
caledinlndia), seemsto betheonly com-
munication goal of leaders today.We are
in arace to extreme isolation and socid
fragmentation. Every word, every tweset,
seems to be one-way, alabel or accusa
tion, rather than aninvitation to consider.
We brand each other as "Right wing" or
"Left wing" (and | have to dust off one
suchawkward label | got last month: how
on earth doesacolumnist for apaper with
"Wall Street” initsnameget away calling
a Hind Swargj-advocating professor a
"Hindu Right" intellectua!). We smear
each other as "bhakts' or "anti-nation-
as" Wecdl uponfriendsand family mem-
bersto perform denunciations. We boast
of locking up our elders because they
voted wrongly. We are, to put it mildly,
being played by the very thingswe can't
stop playing with (the documentary The
Socia Dilemmaisagood, if not perfect,
critiquefor thetimes).| fear that if wedon't
make an effort to see othersas something
bigger than either props or rivals to our
imageon our phones, wewill soon forget
how to relate with each other. And the
language of palitics we use at the mo-
ment, sadly, is stuck in this polarising,
performative modetoo. When criticismis
virulent and seems motivated by bigotry
and bias rather than truth, people even-
tualy reach apoint wherethey will never
believetheir percelvedrivals, a"boy who
criedwolf" dilemmaasit were. Whenthe

picting Hindu deities
and symbolsinviolently sexuaisedforms,
they come across not as principled oppo-
nents but as bigoted
Hinduphobes.Polarisation is one part of
the problem today. What may be even
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worse is the catastrophic consequences
of agovernment accustomed to one-way,
top-down communication eliminating the
role of expertisein guiding public affairs.
Asearly asMarch 2020, professor of pub-
lic health Rama Baru wrote in Hindustan
Timesthat anodal communication agency
wasessentid during apandemic. Oneyear
later, it appears that not only do we ill
lack that sort of specialised communica
tionarminanemergency, but weasohave
asubversion of thevery ideaof communi-
cation by the government itself.A key in-
dicator isthehefty 97-page document pub-
lishedin TheWireearlier thisyear entitled
Report of the Group of Ministerson Gov-
ernment Communication. The presence of
some respected journaists there notwith-
standing, the meetings reed like a scene
out of the Dilbert cartoons, full of wishful
lists and magica numbers. "We should
track 50 negative and 50 positive
influencers' (Irani, p. 9); "Weneed toiden-
tify 10 big narrativesand then how towork
on how to take the messages to the com-
mon people’ (Jaishankar, p 11); "Around
75% of media persons are impressed by
theleadership of Shri NarendraModi" (un-
known, p. 15); "Narrative is fueled by
around 20-30 people" (Javadekar, p. 10).
And of course, the only qualitative idea
that theruling party seemsto havefor glo-
bal messaging: "Theright-wing parties of
other countries need to beroped in so that
some common ground can be found"
(Thakur, p. 14)Likeitsmany " Soft Power"

and "Vishwa Guru" initiatives, this gov-
ernment seems out of itsdepth inthered
world, putting on ashow of doing instead
of actually doing, and at best piling onto
afailing"RW" bandwagon no matter how
distasteful its record in the West has
been.The truth is that doing takes know-
ing, and knowing takes, well, listening.
Unfortunately, Sita Ram Goel seems to
have got thisoneright too. Ashewrotein
Time for Stock Taking: Whither Sangh
Parivar, " The Sangh Parivar never touches
anything which does not originate from
within it." It is one thing to be a social
service organisation and be that way. It's
quite ancther to be ruling awhole nation
inahighly interconnected world with the
sameattitude.l returninconclusiontothe
NavaBrindavanincident. Itisnot surpris-
ing, perhaps, that the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) asaruling party tried to put a
cheerful spin on it instead of a negative
one (aswasthe case with thetemple des-
ecrations in Andhra Pradesh earlier this
year whereadifferent party governs). But
thequestion remains. Doestheruling party
have a story beyond mere reactive spin?
If so, what isthat story? How does India
under the BJP see people, cultures, the
land, nature, history?From 2014 to 2015,
when some pracharakswerekind enough
to reach out and present me with books
about their history and worldview, | came
tobelievethat criticsweremisinformedin
seeing the Sangh's goa as being a far-
right Hindu religious State. Their books
were hardly about Hinduism aswe knew
it; gods, culture, aesthetics, noneof it fig-
ured. At best, thiswas self-help and man-
agement for the people, emphasising ser-
vice and national pride as a method of
personal transformation ("man-making').
Their larger political vison, atleastinprin-
ciple, wasDeendayal Upadhayasintegral
Humanism, a post-1ndependence sequel
to Gandhi'sHind Swargj.Unfortunately, we
have seen little of Deendaya Upadhyaya
besideshisnametheselast few years. The
Modi government'sattitudeto communi-
cation instead seemsto have, asitsguid-
ing aesthetic, a peculiar form of
dehumanisation, embodying a cold, ob-
jectifying view that reduces human be-
ings to numbers and targets. It does not
see people as who they are, but only as
either followers, enemies, or future con-
verts. Whether it's called "vikas" or
"Hindutva" it still doesn't augur well. In-
dia seems to be ruled by a technocracy
that supporters think is morality and its
opponents think is religion.The BJP has
done well so far running with the hares
and hunting with the hounds on the
question of Hinduism, but eventually, the
guestions must be answered. What does
Hindutva mean to it, an indigenous vi-
sion of decolonisation or mere copy-cat
Right-wing nationalism? How does the
BJP expect to address the disappoint-
ments of Hindus fighting off the State's
destructiveintrusionsinto sacred spaces
from Keralato the Himalayas?

Environmental conservation by Indian Rallways

crucia to help India meet COP21commitments

ost countries across the planet

are now concerned about cli

mate changeastheimpact of un-
precedented carbonization of the atmo-
pherebecomesmoreevident. Globa tem-
peratures are expected torise by 1-1.50C
with the existing use of fossil fuels. Both
theArcticand Antarcticicecapsare melt-
ing rapidly, with regular reports of break-
age. Severa reports warn of an in-
crease in sea levels of up to 6ft by
2100, potentially endangering many

and wind - ison track to be completed by
2022. ThelndianRailways(IR) - thefourth-
longest railway systemintheworld-isa
mega-consumer of fossil fuel inIndia, in
the form of diesdl. For India to signifi-
cantly reduce its carbon footprint, it is
imperativefor IR torework theirincoming
energy sources and consumption effi-
ciency.
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2023; 71%iscompletewith 18,800RKM to
go. At 100% el ectrification, thesavingsis
esimateda INR 14,500 croreannudly. IR's
electrification programwill Sgnificantly re-
duce operations cogts, enable heavier train
loads, dlow longer and faster journeys, and
reduce overall energy consumption. Fur-
ther, IR isexploring and ingtaling innova:
tive technologies and management tech-
niquesto further reduce its carbon foot-
print. Switching to direct supply from
overhead power equipment to carriages

urban conglomerates and cities at sea-
shores. The rate of severe tropical cy-
clones, hurricanes, forest fires, and
droughtsisincreasing, asistheabnormal
movement of animal and sealifetowards
the poles as oceans get warmer. The
COP21 (Conferenceof the Parties) in2015
in Parispledged to achieve zero net emis-
sions of greenhouse gas emissions by
2050to curb rising temperatures. Another
global conferenceis planned for 2026 to
take stock and deepen the pledge com-
mitments. The US has rgoined COP21
and China has committed to becoming
carbon neutral before 2060.India, under
Prime Minister Modi's leadership, has
committed to increasing the share of al-
ternate energy production capacity to 40%
by 2022and increasing forest cover to 33%.
As of now, Indiais the only country on
track to meet itscommitment. Nearly 10%
of overdl energy consumption is met by
aternateenergy, and a175,000MW ingtdl
base of alternate energy - primarily solar

Inthisregard, IR hasundertaken ase-
ries of steps to become carbon neutral
and upholditscommitment tothenation's
energy mandate and isdoing remarkably
wel| at that. IR hasplanned to move away
from diesel as a primary fuel source to
eectric traction. During the 2014-21 pe-
riod, 24,000 route KM(RKM) has been
dectrified asagaingt 4,337RKM duringthe
2007-14 period. Itisontrack to complete
100% €l ectrification of BG by December
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and using energy-efficient equipment for
AC carriagesand maintaining temperatures
between 24-260C will conserveenergy. Elec-
tric engines are being re-engineered and
manufactured in Indiato use higher horse-
power, particularly 12,000 HR, and contain-
ers are being switched to double stack -
when these comeinto use, trains can aver-
age 50+ kmph speeds as opposed to the
current 25 kmph, there will belesser hold-

ups through better signalling, and longer

trains reduce costs with faster
{ turnaround of cargo. The boost
§ inmanufacturing of ectricloco-
g motives, from264in2013-14 to
anedtimated 905in2021-22isen-
abling this shift from diesel
= rapidly.IRisasofocused onmea-
&% suresto save water with the use
=i+ of Bio Toilets that use vacuum

g technology, mechanica washing
| of trains, mechanised cleaning of
carriages, faster pumping of wa
| terfor useintrains, andrainwater

harvesting across its extensive property
base. Theseinitiatives are aready leading
to huge savings in water consumption.
Switching from diesdl to electric locomo-
tives will not produce the desired carbon
footprint reduction unlessthe dectricity to
power the engines comes from clean
sources. Currently, 70% of India's eectric
energy comes from thermal plants; thisis
dated to reduce to 50% by 2030. IR has
dready ingtalled 114MW worth of solar on
the rooftops of 1000+ dtations and 400+
service buildings. Another 25,000MW of
land-based solar power is being planned
withstoragefacilitiesaswell. IRisaso plan-
ning to buy 150MW green power from the
market to augment its production. Further,
LED bulbs have been ingtaled across all
gations, buildingsandrailway ingtdlations
for efficiency.

IR'sinitiativesto maketherailwaysmore
energy efficient will haveamassiveimpact
onthe Indian economy - faster transport of
goods at lower cogts. IR can target a45%
share of goodstrafficin 2030 compared to
thecurrent 27%; reducing road carriageand
thereby reducing the use of fossil fud, the
need for crudeimports, and Indias overall
carbon footprint. India's successin reduc-
ing its carbon footprint and mesting its
COP21 commitments largely depends on
how massive consumers of energy trans-
form themselves. On this World Environ-
ment Day, it is heartening to note how the
Indian Railwaysisleading theway in this
transformative period.
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How artificial intelligence isdriving
the future of consumer experience

Mumbai, June6: Fromrecommen-
dation enginesto digital footprint-
based hyper-personalisation, the
technology sortsthrough innumer-
able product choices to help the
consumer make informed
decisionsAl tools are set to trans-
form thefuture of consumer expe-
rience. The technology is aready
ubiquitous. You can noticeitspres-
ence throughout the customers
buying journey.Celebrities like
MaakaArora, Suresh Raina, Rana
Daggubati, Pratik Gandhi, Dia
Mirza, SaniaMirza, Neergj Pandey,
Shitd Bhatiaand many otherscome
in support of Discovery India's
#StopTheMelt campaign Discov-
ery India partners with UN India
and WWF India to launch
#StopThe Melt campaign on
World Environment DayCost and
thelow commercid factor involved
is certainly akey in exploring the
options of mobile gaming in the
times to come.Why the future of
digital gaming is on mobile
devicesConsider this scenario of
an e-commerce purchase. When
the consumer iswading through a
limitless marketplace, Al lends a
hel ping hand. From recommenda-
tion engines to digita footprint-
based hyper-personalisation, the
technology sortsthrough innumer-
able product choices to help the
consumer make informed deci-
sions. Financial transactions have

become faster aswell as more se-
cure and convenient with Al and
blockchain. Al-driven supply-
chain planning along with loT ca
pabilities ensure efficient and ef-
fective distribution and subse-
quently, fulfillment of customer
needs. Chat-bots ensure quick and
easy resolution of customer issues.

ment value where you pretend to
be the Hulk or Captain Jack Spar-
row, gives users the opportunity
to try on different hairstyles and
make-oversheforethey committo
it long-term wusing GAN
models.Streaming services like
Netflix make recommendations
even based on the portion where

All of thishasresulted in one sig-
nificant development - the pres-
ence of Al across every realm of
life of an average
consumer.Businesses too must
start building Al-led capabilitiesto
meet new expectations as well as
measure the experiences of their
consumers.Measuring consumer

Human operators now only
need to dedl with sengtivetick-
ets. Thepresenceof artificid in-
telligence throughout the cus-
tomer journey isundeniable.To
give precise context towhat we
havediscussedintheearlier sec-
tion, below arefew usecaseex-
amplesthat fudshowAl isdriv-
ing current consumer experience
and how future is mere con-
tinuum of the same.With AR
glasses, aregular joe canwatch
TV and immediately know
where to purchase the éttire a ce-
| ebrity iswearing, or thecoffee-table
being usedin asat. Going one step
further, the AR glasses can show
how the attire is going to fit the
userinamirror or how well the cof-
fee-table ties up the room
decor.AdaptivegamingiswhereAl
createsmaps, difficulty levels, and
customises boss monster statsand
skills based on the skill level of
gamerspresenting chdlenging and
exciting and strictly not disheart-
ening gaming experience.The
Reface App, besidesthe entertain-

you pause amovie or skip parts of
it usng Reinforcement Learning
based Adaptive Recommendation
Engines. Thanksto success stories
such asthe oneselaborated above,
heavy investmentsare being made
in the space of Al, specifically
across data and cloud services to
ensure chesgper, fagter, and moreac-
curate computation. Researchers
are working on new processors.
Data collection and processing
methods are being optimised con-
tinuoudy. Innovative agorithms
arebeing devel oped every second.

experience- thegapsintraditiona
techniquesThe traditional and
mainstream tools for consumer
experience measure Customer
Satisfaction (CSAT) and Net Pro-
moter Scores (NPS). Thesetech-
niques, however, are no longer
effective. They do not communi-
catekey parameterssuch aswhat
the customer truly thinks about
the product, service, or experi-
ence. Therefore, they are not
idedl for sophisticated consumer
experienceandysisfit for theage
of Al.Let megiveyou anexample.
You have just purchased some-
thing online. As part of your feed-
back, the businessasksyoutorate
theproduct onascaleof 0to 10. It
also asks you to indicate your sat-
isfaction with the product on a
scale of 0to 5. How often do you
end up filling these forms?Such
surveysoften giveskewed insghts
to businesses. The true intention
of these ratings, i.e., to generate
emotional responsesregarding the
customer's experience, is not ful-
filled. These numbers only paint

half the picture. Further, just these
two questions are not enough to
capture a consumer's breadth of
experience with a brand.Al can
amasslarge setsof qualitativedata
and analyze it using tailor-made
methodologies. It starts with ana-
lyzing qualitative data (social me-
dia comments, customer reviews
and feedback CRM systems, call
center feedback, etc.). Al-powered
linguistics-based natural language
processing (NLP) is then applied
to identify and map the keywords
in the qualitative dataset. The in-
sights generated can then be lever-
aged to understand consumer ex-
perience holigticaly and enhance
experience outcomes.Therefore,
qualitative data has become the
touchpoints for Al to provide re-
fined and credible anadlysisand in-
sights. Businesses must aim to le-
verage indghts gleaned from this
datato ddiver ddightful customer
experiences.Befriend Al for a ho-
listic understanding of your cus-
tomers and deliver to their
expectationsArtificial Intelli-
gence has a lot of potential to
help businesses understand their
customer needs and deliver en-
hanced experiences. Allow the
technology to do the heavy lift-
ing intheform of datacollection
and analysis and focus on sharp-
ening your consumer experience
outcomes. The stage is set.

BSE SSAR MFinks
pact with Godavari Ur-
ban Multi State Credit
Co-Op Society, Nanded

Mumbai, June 6 : Through thispact, BSE StAR MF
aims to promote investment behaviour by spread-
ing awareness and on-boarding new investors
among prospective customers in areas, primarily
rural, served by GUMCCSL .Further, it will enable
both partiestoinstill collaboration with meaningful
outcomes.Mutual funds distribution platform StAR
MF has joined hands with Godavari Urban Multi
State Credit Co-Op Society Ltd, Nanded to deepen
its network of over 70,000 registered distributors,
stock exchange BSE said on Friday.In order to
deepen rural engagement for greater financial inclu-
sion, BSE StAR MF and Godavari Urban Multi State
Credit Co-Op Society Ltd, Nanded (GUMCCSL)
signed amemorandum of understanding (MoU).The
EBP programme aims is to address environmental
concerns, reduce oil import bill and provide remu-
nerativeincometo farmers.World Environment Day
2021: Target to blend 20% ethanol in petrol ad-
vanced, says PM ModiNikhil Kamath, co-Founder,
Zerodha and True Beaconldea Exchange: Bust in
private equity space imminent. Everybody's valua-
tion is inflated, says Nikhil Kamath, co-founder,
Zerodha & True BeaconThrough this pact, BSE
StAR MF aimsto promote investment behaviour by
spreading awareness and on-boarding new inves-
tors among prospective customers in areas, prima-
rily rural, served by GUMCCSL.In addition, it aims
to facilitate cooperation between BSE StAR MF and
rural markets in areas such as financial inclusion,
investment goals, and wealth creation, the exchange
said in a statement.Further, it will enable both par-
ties to instill collaboration with meaningful
outcomes.Financial Inclusion playsacrucial roleto

increase awareness about the concept of mutual
fundsin urban, semi-urban, and rural areas, the ex-
change noted.Established in 2013, Godavari Urban
Multi State Credit Co-Op Society Ltd, Nanded isan
autonomous associ ation of people united voluntar-
ily to meet their mutually social, economical, cul-
tural, professional, and personal aspirations.Initialy,
aventure of the middle class; presently GUMCCSL
covers a lion's share in almost Maharashtra,
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, and a mod-
est of Gujarat fulfilling the dreams of the extensive
public."We are confident that via this MoU,
Godavari Urban Multi State Credit Co-Op Society
Ltd would strive to leverage its reach and capacity
for delivery of awider range of financial products
such as mutual fundsand so on," Sameer Patil, CBO
of BSE, said.According to him, the partnership with
BSE StAR MF will ensure that customers will be
onboarded through an easy and hassle-free digital
process and the efforts are aligned towards a less-
paper ecosystem.

Changeof Taste: From alternate

milkstodeliciousdiet
placestoorder for hea

Mumbai, June6: Wedon't spend the
sameamount of time preparing or con-
suming any repast as our ancestors
used to.Monsoon Harvest getsit right
inthe sweet spot-all the right nutrients
and ingredients yet flavourful, swest,
not heady, and very affordable.In In-
dia, medlsarean entireritua untothem-
selves, ones that have over the years
sadly been hastened along or short-
ened for convenience. We don't spend
the same amount of time preparing or
consuming any repast as our ances-
tors used to. And it certainly doesn't

helpthat weest moreoftenwhilebinge-
watching some series online on our
|aptops/tablets rather than conversing
around a table with family. Well, not
here to judge, but merely share some
recommendations of good comestibles
that | have tried recently, al as part of
my stay-at-home adventures.Only
Earthdternatemilk: | haveto admit that
theideaof dt milk ismoreobtusetome
than the taste. While some do have al-
most half the carbon footprint of regu-
lar milk, otherslike amond milk need
14.5 litre of water just to produce one
almond! And all aretoo darned expen-
svefor averagefolk to maketheswitch
for daily consumption. Nevertheless,
for themore privileged and concerned,
| tried two aternate milks-oat and co-
conut origin-from Only Earthinmy ce-
redls, coffeesand even milkshakes, and
found them to be quiteyummy.Thein-
herent flavours constantly remind that
it isn't milk, but the consistency and
tastewere gppreciable. Oat milk issus-
tainable and absolutely ddlicious, and
evenif | can't haveit al the time, will
definitely add it to my cart now and
then. Tripathi'sriseisindicativeof abig
changethat'staking placeinthelndian
entertainment industry.An Actor Less
Ordinary: How the stereotypical image
of the onscreen 'hero’ and 'heroin€e' is
changingAvoid walking barefoot at
home as it can cause gtrain in plantar
fascia, a ligament that connects the
heel to the front of the foot, advise
expertsBest Foot Forward: Asfootwear
preferences change in pandemic era,
take care of foot healthM onsoon Har-

vest: For long, | havehunted for theper-
fect breakfast cereal that wasn't too sug-
ary nor too austere. So far, the market
seemed full of stuff that was either in-
tended to give even an adult a sugar
high before 10 am or ese so strict, dry
and chewy that it felt like onewas mas-
ticating on someexpensivehipster card-
board dust. Monsoon Harvest gets it
right inthe sweet spot-al theright nutri-
ents and ingredients yet flavourful,
swest, not heady, and very affordable.
Findly, | don't need to beg my foreign-
returning friendsto bring meapacket or
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f)lan_s, apick of
thy indulgence

vegan! Now, | would never buy any-
thing vegan, but their hazel nut was defi-
nitely worth asecond serving. Theother
flavours MochaBrownieand Ferotella
were as amazing as their names sug-
gest. Well-priced and deliveredright, it
getsmy greentick!Nucrosdiet plans: |
like the idea of someone else deciding
what | should est as long asit's tasty.
Recently, | went with Nucros, a brand
that doesvarioustypesof mea plans. |
went withtheir Keto plan, afirst for me.
Ketoisbasicdly about iminating carbs
from the diet (fats, proteins and essen-

, tial nutrients stay). This teaches the

body to subsist by burning fat instead

- of relying on calories, eventualy lead-

ingtolossinweight/inches. Well, three
daysof keto egting mademeredisethat
| can eat alot richer and royally, but
remain carb-free. | had anutritionist on
call who even advised how to go back
to aregular meal cycle oncel stop in
order to retain the good effects. And
unlike what one thinks, you can enjoy
adrink aswell-just stick to spiritsand
avoidwineand beer. | did thisfor three

# =9 daysand didfeel lessbloated. Or more

two each time.Giani Ice Cream: A big
homegrown name in the cold dessert
space, Giani'snew variantsare smooth,
creamy and delectable, and oneiseven

precisely, on the fourth day, when |
switched back to regular medls, | felta
lot of bloat dmost immediately. | would

¥ highly recommend trying a subscrip-

tion meal plan with Nucros, especialy
if you arelooking tojumpstart your fit-
nessregime.Shunya: | am alwaysscep-
tical of new brandsmaking colabecause
| fed our palates are too tainted by the
few big brands out there.

Workersto seereductionin
teke-home pay, companies
Provident Fund fiability togo up

Mumbai, June6 : labour codes, new wage codes, new
wage codes affectinf PF, Provident Fund, changes in
PF and Basic pay, wage codes coming into effect, cen-
tral governmentOnce the wages code comesinto force,
there will be significant changes in the way basic pay
and provident fund of employees are calculatedThe
four labour codes arelikely to seethelight of day ina
couple of monthsasthe Centreis now keen to go ahead
with the implementation of these laws, which among
otherswill result in reduction in take-home pay of em-
ployees and higher provident fund liability of
companies.Oncethewages code comesinto force, there
will be significant changes in the way basic pay and
provident fund of employeesare calculated. Thelabour
ministry had envisaged implementing the four codes
on industrial relations, wages, socia security and oc-
cupational health safety & working conditions from
April 1, 2021. Thesefour labour codeswill rationalise
44 central labour laws.Faster claim settlements have
assumed greater significance in recent months, given
theferocity of the pandemic that has claimed 3.44 lakh
livesinthe country.Review Meet: Finance minister asks
states, insurance companies to expedite settlements of
claimsunder key schemesNew onlinetax payment sys-
tem, maobileappto belaunched later: CBDT on upcom-
ing e-filing portal New onlinetax payment system, mo-
bile app to be launched later: CBDT on upcoming e-
filing portal The ministry had even finalised the rules
under the four codes. But these could not be imple-
mented because many states were not in a position to
notify rules under these codes in their jurisdiction.
Labour is a concurrent subject under the Constitu-
tion of India and therefore both the Centre and states
have to notify rules under these four codes to make
them the laws of the land in their respective
jurisdictions."Many major states have not finalised
the rules under four codes. Some states are in the
process of finalising rules for the implementation of
these laws. Central government cannot wait forever
for states to firm up rules under these codes. There-
foreitisplanning toimplement these codesin acouple
of months as some time would have to be given to
establishments or firms to align with new laws," a

source told .According to the source, some states
had already circulated the draft rules. These states
are Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Haryana,
Odisha, Punjab, Gujarat, Karnatakaand Uttarakhand.
Under the new wages code, allowances are capped at
50 per cent. This means half of the gross pay of an
employee would be basic wages. Provident fund con-
tribution is calculated as a percentage of basic wage,
which includes basic pay and dearnessallowance. The
employers have been splitting wages into numerous
allowancesto keep basic wages low to reduce provi-
dent fund and incometax outgo. The new wages code
provides for provident fund contribution as a pre-
scribed proportion of 50 per cent of gross pay.After
the implementation of new codes, the take-home pay
of employees would reduce while provident fund li-
ability of employers would increase in many cases.
Onceimplemented, employerswould haveto restruc-
ture salaries of their employees as per the new code
on wages.Besides, the new industrial relation code
would also improve ease of doing business by allow-
ing firmswith up to 300 workersto go ahead for lay-
offs, retrenchment and closure without government
permission. At present all firmswith up to 200 employ-
eesare exempted from government permission for lay-
off, retrenchment and closure.

Jaypee Infratech acquisition: SurakshaRealty
seeEsweek for new bid; NBCC submitsplan

Mumbai, June 6 : It was not
immediately clear whether
Surakshawill get moretime. "It
will depend on the CoC. Let's
seewhat decision CoC takeson
Monday," a sources said.State-
run NBCC on Friday submitted
therevised bid for acquiringthe
bankrupt Jaypee Infratech (JIL),
evenasitsrival, theconsortium
led by Suraksha Realty sought
aweekstimeto submitteditsre-
vised plan.Peopleinknow of the
development said NBCC's re-
vised bid was received on June
4. Surakshagroup haswritten a
| etter to creditors seeking seven
moredaystofurther sweetenits
last bid, which was submitted
on May 18. The committee of
creditors (CoC) will meet on
Monday (June 7) to discussthe
revised bids by both the reso-
lution  applicants.Jaypee
InfratechNBCC, Suraksha get
timetill June4 to submitrevised
Jaypee Infratech bidsJaypee
InfratechNBCC saysitsoffer for
Jaypee Infratech 'legally

compliant'lt was not immedi-
ately clear whether Suraksha
will get more time. "It will de-
pend onthe CoC. Let'sseewhat
decision CoC takes on Mon-
day," a sources said.Thisisthe
fourth round of the bidding pro-
cess in the matter of JIL's bank-
ruptcy case. The company went
into the insolvency process in
August 2017 &fter the National
Company Law Tribuna (NCLT)
admitted an application by an
IDBI Bank-led consortium. Inthe
first round of insolvency pro-
ceading, theRs7,350-crorebid of
L akshadweep, part of Suraksha
Group,
lenders. TheCoC hadrgjected the
bids of Suraksha Realty and
NBCC in the second round held
in May-June 2019. The matter
reached the National Company
LawAppdlaeTribund (NCLAT)
and then the Supreme Court. In
November 2019, the Supreme
Court directed the completion of
JIL insolvency processwithin 90
daysand ordered that the revised

was rejected by

bidstobeinvitedonly fronNBCC
and Surakshagroup.In December
2019, theCoC, gpproved thereso-
lutionplanof NBCCwitha97.36%

vote in favour during the third
round of the bidding process.
LaterinMarch 2020, NBCC had
got an gpprova from the NCLT
toacquireJ L. Homebuyers claim
amounting to Rs 13,364 crore
and lenders claims worth Rs
9,783 crore were admitted last

year. However, the order was
challenged before the NCLAT
and later in the Supreme Court,
whichinMarchthisyear ordered

that fresh bids should beinvited
only from NBCC and Suraksha.
Theapex court had dso directed
that resolution process be com-
pleted in 45 days, which lapsed
onMay 8 and an gpplication has
been filed to extend thetimeline
for finding abuyer for JIL.
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Congress urges PM Modi to stop

prior toitssaleto athird party inthe sameway the Keralagovernment took over
Hindustan Newsprint Limited, asubsidiary of the HPC," he said.Thereisevery
possibility that the state government can protect these two public sector under-
takings to "honour their commitments to the people of Assam and the Centre
may please assist the state government in this regard”, he added." Considering
the present economic condition and pandemic situation, you are requested to
release all the outstanding salaries, allowances and other dues to the employees
and officers of the two paper millswithout further delay,”" said the Assam Con-
gress chief.

Chief Minister Sarma reviews

commercia use of the lands lying vacant with the Industries and Commerce
Department at the present time. With regard to * Ease of Doing Business' initia-
tive, Sarmaadvocated for streamlining the existing regulationsand processesto
lend vibrancy and competitiveness to the industrial landscape of the state.
Chief Minister Sarmaal so reiterated on the need for abroad roadmap to expedite
the commercial cultivation of several trees like Agar Wood, Sandal Wood etc.
Taking in to consideration of the vast stretch of cultivable land availablein the
districts like Karbi Anglong and Dima Hasao, steps should be undertaken for
massive plantation of commercially viable plants in the districts. This would
giveafillip to start up business venturesin the state. Sarma during the meeting
also asked the department to create an industrial ecosystem which is demand
driveninthe state. Industriesand Commerce Minister ChandraM ohan Patowary,
Principal Secretary to the Chief Minister Samir Kumar Sinha, Principal Secretary
to Industries and Commerce Department Dr. K.K. Dwivedi and other senior
officers of the department were present during the meeting.

Education Minister Pegu Shares

them to be sdlf-sufficient. Also Read - Massive plantation drive organized on the
occas on of World Environment Day in L akhimpur district We have started pending
distribution of scooters to meritorious girl students from today observing Covid
protocol. pic.twitter.com/jx9fwHhRel - Ranoj Pegu (@ranojpegu) June 3, 2021 L ast
year, Himanta Biswa Sarmawhile speaking on the occasion said that the State gov-
ernment launched Dr BanikantaK akaty Merit Award in 2017-18 and presented scoot-
ersto 1000 girl students who secured first division. In 2018-19 and 2019-20, the
award could not be presented due to severa reasons, he said adding that the State
government has now decided to give away the scooters to the meritorious girl
studentsof that periodin February next year whichwould benefit 5000 and 10000 girl
studentswho secured first division. Hefurther said that the State government while
presenting more than 22 thousand scootersto girl students would be able to cover
all together 40 thousand girl studentsby thisaward sinceitslaunchin2017-18. Also
Read - NEEPCO rel easesexcesswater from RHER, water level of Ranganadi risesCM
Sarmaearlier mentioned that the government has planned to give two-wheelersto
meritorious male studentsaswell. Thefirst phase of scooter distribution ceremony
was held on December 20 last year at Amingaon, Guwahati. The government has
also provided Laptopsand cash award inlieu of Laptopsto the meritorious students
securing 1st division in the HSL C and High Madrassa Examination of SEBA and
10th standard examination held under State M adrassa Education Board, Assam and
Sanskrit Board Assam under 'Anundoram Barooah Cash-cum Laptop Award Scheme!
Thisschemewas planned for motivating and inspiring the studentsfor better perfor-
manceand to havefirst-hand experiencewith I nformation and Communication Tech-
nology. Also Read - Obituary: Jiban Chandra Das On June 3, Pegu said that they
have started pending distribution of scootersto meritoriousgirl students. Hetweseted,
"We have started pending distribution of scootersto meritorious girl students from
today observing Covid protocol." A total of 2,49,812 candidates are registered for
theHSfinal examination-2021. Of them, atotal of 1,91,860 candidatesareintheArts
stream; 38, 431 in the Science stream; 18, 440 in the Commerce stream; and 1,081
candidates have been registered in the Vocationa stream.

High alert sounded in Lakhimpur

release of dam water by NEEPCO has caused therise of water level of Ranganadi
in Lakhimpur district in the evening. The DEOC has aready sounded alert in the
riverineareas of Lakhimpur. It may berecalled that watersfrom NEEPCO's RHEP
dam devastated L akhimpur with delugein 2008 and againin 2017.Incessant rainin
the district in the last 72 hours has already caused inundation in many areas of
Lakhimpur. On Saturday, the rising waters of Ranganadi swept away a bridge at
Gobarisali. Lakhimpur M P Pradan Baruah hasexpressed concern over therelease
of water from the dam of Ranganadi Hydro Electric Project.Baruah hasrequested
Assam chief minister Himanta Biswa Sarma has raised the issue with the Union
power ministry.Huge water discharge by @NEEPCOIlimited post heavy rainsen-
dangersLakhimpur/catchment areaof flooding. Ranganadi, tributariesflowing to
brim. Proactive action by NEEPCO, armed with weather forecast, was needed.
Reguested Hon @himantabiswafor asap resolution with @MinOf Power.

BJP leader Suvendu Adhikari and

Soumendu Adhikari of Kanthi Municipality, Government tripal whose estimated
valueisaround lakhs of rupees, wastaken away from municipality office godown
by forcefully and illegally opening locks," the complaint read. The FIR aso
mentioned that the BJP leaders used armed central forces in the aleged theft.
Earlier on Saturday, Suvendu Adhikari's close aide - Rakhal Berawasarrested for
allegedly duping people with fake promise. Bera was arrested by Manicktala
police station based on a complaint of Sujit Dey.According to Kolkata Police,
Berawas part of acriminal conspiracy with Chanchal Nandi and afew othersand
allegedly organised a fake job racket sometime between July and September
2019."Theduo reportedly promised Dey with ajobin Irrigation and Waterways
Ministry. The accused persons allegedly took Rs 2 lakh in exchange of the job.
However, the complainant claimsthat the accused persons misappropriated the
entire amount and did not provide ajob in return," he said.

Sudents celebrate 209 years of

banyan tree hasin the past attracted many touristsincluding, scholarsfrom Korea
and Japan.Ananda K hataniyar, brand ambassador of the forest and environment
department of Assam, said, "The world is facing a dearth of oxygen supply for
Covid-19 patients during the ongoing pandemic. So, we should plant moretreesto
increase the oxygen level in the environment."Nature lover, Smita Parashar said,
"Today we planted more than 50 saplings across the Pathsala town. Everyone
should work together towards restoring the degrading ecosystem." Tags:
AssamBgjaliPathsalaworld Environment Day.

Two more arrested in Assam doctor

after taking cognizance of the case. The NHRC has demanded areport within

4 weeks.Besides an enquiry into the allegations, the report is expected to
include the needful preventive and punitive action taken in the matter.The
commission has also sent a copy of the complaint to the secretary, Union
Health & Family Welfare Ministry, to initiate necessary measures to ensure
the safety and security of the frontline health workersin the country.A young
doctor was brutally beaten by amob and relatives of a Covid-19 patient after
the patient died had at Odali Covid-19 care centre in the Hojai district of
Assam.According to reports, after a Covid-19 patient died at the centre, the
relatives of the deceased patient brutally beaten the doctor identified as Dr
Seuj Kumar Senapati.A video of the incident also went viral on social media
where some people were seen attacking the young doctor and kicking
him.According to reports, Dr Seuj Kumar Senapati had reached Odali Model
Hospital for his Covid-19 duty around 1:30 pm on Tuesday." The relatives of
the patient complained that the patient's condition was serious. When | saw
the patient, | found that he had already died. The relatives then immediately
vandalised the furniture at the hospital and attacked me," Dr Seuj Kumar
Senapati said.According to the complaint, having attached mediareports, the
incident happened after the Covid patient had died. Allegedly, some of the
frontline medical workers, doctors, nurses and ward boys managed to escape
but also got hurt. All of them are deeply traumatized by the incident.

India sees lowest single-day rise

the daily positivity rate stands at 5.62%.Indias active caseload decreased by
77,449 inthelast 24 hoursand hasnow dropped to 14,77,799. Therewere 2,677
coronavirus-related deaths in the last 24 hours and the death count has now
mounted to 3,46,759. 1,89,232 people were discharged between Saturday and
Sunday morning. So far, morethan 2.69 crore persons have recovered from the
COVID-19infection. The national recovery rate has now increased to 93.67%.
Ontheother hand, Indiacrossed thelandmark of 23 crores COVID-19 vaccina:
tion coverage on Saturday with the country administering 33,53,539 vaccine
doses in the last 24 hours. According to the Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare, atotal of 23,13,22,417 vaccine doses have been administered through
32,42,503 sessionsacrossIndia

Assam imposes new COVID-19

etc attached to these warehouses or cold storages have been asked to shut
after noon.- The government/ semi-government officers in the rank of deputy
secretary and above and senior executives in non-government sector along
with their key support staff allowed to attend office only for emergency and
essential works.M eanwhile, Assam on Saturday reported over 3,781 new COVID-
19 cases and 44 dezaths, taking the total casdlaoad to 4,32,714 and desth toll
stood at 3,621, as per health department's bulletin.

World Environment Day cel-
eorated In Borobadaforest range

Gossaigaon, June6: Like other parts of the state and to balance the natural
equilibrium the World Environment Day was observed here at Failaguri in
Gossaigaon under Parbhatjhora Forest Range.A tree saplings distribution
and plantation drive was al so organised in the same programme. Around 500
tree saplings were distributed among the locals in Failaguri. The the range a
new forest camp was also set up in the areaof Failaguri today. Sahanur Alom,
Ranger, Barobada Forest appealed the locals to plant more saplings and
protect the natural resources.Loca socia activist Shyam Sundar Marandi,
TCLC president Nur Hasan Ansari, Fengfor Narzary, Ward Commissioner of 2
No. Ward Gossaigaon also took part in the programme to make it successful.

'Super infectious Deltavariant cause of
COVID-19 second wave:: Study

New Delhi, June6: TheDeltavariant first foundin Indiaisbeing claimed to
be the reason behind the second wave of the COVID-19 pandemic in the
country as per astudy carried out by scientists of Indian SARS-CoV-2 Ge-
nomic Consortia (INSACOG) and National Centre for Disease Control
(NCDC). TheB.1.617.2 strain also called the Deltavariant isreported to be
"more infectious' than the Alpha variant which was first detected in Kent,
UK the study claimed. "It has been found that Deltavariant isin fact, 50 per
cent more contagious than the Alpha strain," the study said . According to
the study "The B.1.617 lineage of SARS CoV-2 was first reported from
Maharashtra but is now detected in other states like West Bengal, Andhra
Pradesh, Delhi, Gujarat, Telangana."INSACOG, aconsortium of labswhich
undertook the genome sequencing in India, recommended stringent mea-
sures to be taken by the Health Ministry and NCDC that is to be further,
communicated to al states and union territories and not just states with
more cases of infections." Frequent written communications by Union Health
Ministry and NCDC to all States’UTs (Not just to the high burden states)
stressing the need for more stringent measures, have been sent at regular
intervals," the study stated.Further, the study urges that authorities keep a
strict vigilance where new variants of concern are reported and take strin-
gent public health measures.” States/UTs are advised to keep strict surveil-
lancein thedistrictsreporting new variants of concern and take up stringent
public health measures including contact tracing, genome sequencing of
positive samples of persons having a history of international travel."The
Deltavariant hasinfected people mostly in Delhi, AndhraPradesh, Gujarat,
Maharashtra, Odisha, and Telangana, which are the worst-hit states in the
second surge.However, the study could not prove the role of the Delta
variant inthe severity of the COVID-19 infection which could haveresulted
inmorefatalities.

NEET UG 2021: Cancel dll
nationa -level entranceexams,
Tamil Nadu CM MK Salin
urges PM NarendraModi

New Ddhi, June6: Tamil NaduCM MK Stdinurged PrimeMinister to cancd dl
nationd -level entranceexamsincluding NEET UG 2021.New Delhi: Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister MK Stalin on Saturday (June 5, 2021) urged Prime Minister
NarendraModi to cance al nationd-level entranceexaminationsincluding NEET
UG 2021. "Dear Prime Minister Vanakkam, | wish to draw your attentionto an
urgent issue concerning the future of Class XII students in the state," Stalin
wrotein aletter to PM Modi.He stated that in line with the CBSE's decision to
cancel the Class 12th board exams, the Tamil Nadu government has al so taken
thesamecall duetothecurrent COVID-19 situation. " Given these circumstances,
| am of the strong view that conducting national level entrance examinationsfor
any professiona coursewould beimmensaly detrimental to the health and well-
being of students,” Stalin wrote.The Tamil Nadu CM added, "1, therefore,
urge you to cancel the conduct of all national level entrance examinations
like NEET, as the same reasons adduced for cancelling the class X11 Board
Examinationsare equally applicableto entrance examinationsaswell.Inthe
letter, Stalin also informed that a committee is constituted to decide on the
evaluation and compilation of the marks of the Class 12th students.Thisisto
be noted that the National Testing Agency (NTA) isslated to conduct NEET
(UG) - 2021 in 11 languages, including Hindi and English through Pen &
Paper mode on August 1.

Defhi lockdown to continuewith
relaxations,CM Kgriwal
announcesodd-even rulefor markets

New Delhi, June 6 : Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal on Saturday said the
coronavirus-induced lockdown will continueinthe national capital but with ease
in restrictions. The lockdown has been extended in the city till 5 am on June 14.
Addressing the press, CM Kegjriwal said marketsand mallswill be opened on odd-
evenbasis. Hea so said the Delhi Metrowill resumeits operation with 50 per cent
capacity from Monday. Private officeswill beallowed to functionwith 50 per cent
staff. For government offices, Group A staff will bealowed to function with 100 per
cent capacity while Group B will resumework with 50 per cent staff, the CM said.
CM Kgriwd saidtheadministrationisready to combat thethird wave of Covid-19.
A pediatric task force has been set up considering the risk to children. He aso
announced the setting up of genome testing labs at the Lok Nayak Jai Prakash
Hospita andthe Ingtitute of Liver and Biliary Sciences(ILBS). "With an expected
third wave of Covid-19, 420 tonnes of oxygen storage capacity isbeing prepared.
We have aso spoken to Indraprastha Gas Limited to produce 150 tonnes of
oxygen," ANI quoted him assaying. Here are thel ockdown rel axations announced
in Delhi Essential services such as hedthcare, police, fire stations, etc, will con-
tinue to work with full strength. Private offices to resume operations with 50 per
cent gtaff. The offices will open between 9 am and 5 pm. Employees need to
produceavalid authority letter and valid D card issued by their employer totravel
totheoffice. For government offices, Group A staff will beallowed to functionwith
100 per cent capacity while Group B will resumework with 50 per cent staff. Al
malls, marketsand market complexes (except weekly markets) shall open between
10 amto 8 pm on odd-even basis. Shops salling essential goodsincluding educa-
tional books and stationery shops, fan shopsin malls, markets and market com-
plexes, are permitted to open on all days without the restriction of timing. All
standalone (single) shops and al neighbourhood (colony) shops and shops in
residential complexes, shal be permitted to open on dl dayswithout any distinc-
tion of essential and non-essential goods/services. However, the timings of such
shops dealing with non-essential goods/serviceswill be between 10 am to 8 pm.
Delivery of dl type of goodsthrough e-commerce shal beallowed on production
of valid | card issued by the employer.

India heeds 26 crore
Covid vaccine dosesto In-
oculate children in 12-17

agegroup: Dr VK Paul

New Delhi, June 6 : Two major points of discussion for India cur-
rently are whether children should be vaccinated and how soon should
they get the jabs? As the deal with Pfizer is still being worked out,
India will need 26 crore doses for vaccinating children in the 12-17
age group, Niti Aayog member Dr VK Paul, who is also the chairman
of NEGVAC, recently said, citing government estimates. "Child co-
hort is not a small cohort. Children between 12-18 age group are
somewhat 3-14 crore. We need 26 crore doses for them," said Dr VK
Paul. Vaccine trials for children are still underway. "Not only Covaxin
is conducting child trials, but Zydus Cadila vaccine is also already
being tested on children. Zydus will hopefully receive licensure in the
next two weeks. Maybe, we have enough data to take a view on
whether that vaccine can be given to children or not. Once a decision
is taken, we should keep in mind who we are covering. This will be
one of the decisions based on which other decisions will be taken.
Pathways to such decisions are continuously being examined daily,"
Dr VK Paul told India Today TV. Meanwhile, doctors and health ex-
perts are examining vaccines for children since India continues to
witness multi-system inflammatory syndrome cases in children (MIS-
C). Northern India has registered over 100 cases of MIS-C cases,
according to the Indian academy of paediatric and intensive care data.
"We think that children are less infected with Covid-19 as they remain
asymptomatic. However, cases of MIS-C, happening post-coronavirus,
have been increasing in children. Alarmingly, 80 per cent of these
cases have been critical and affected children were hospitalised in
paediatric ICUs," said Dr Dhiren Gupta, "Children have been locked
inside homes. They are restless and depressed, and have developed
mental issues. It's time to think about opening schools properly that
have been shut for a long time now. All this is possible only if we
vaccinate children,” he said.

Resultsof Prize Money Online Quiz Competition ‘Gyanmanthan 2.0' Declared

Golaghat, Jun 6 : Equinox apopular
quiz clubfrom Golaghat had organised
a Prize Money Online Quiz Competi-
tiononMay 30. Theresultsof thequiz
competitionnamed' Gyanmanthan 2.0
was declared. The top ten winners of
the competition are Sayan Mazumdar
of Guwahati Medica CollegeandHos

pital, Guwahati, Shriya Gupta of
Rabindranath TagoreUniversity, Rgibul
Awal of Tezpur University, YojanaDas
of Daulat Ram College , Sangest
Swargam Kakoti of Xi'an Jiatong Uni-
versty, China, Anubhuti Tamuli of Don
BoscoHigh School, Dergeon, Abhilash
Das of Tezpur Universty, Saptarshi

Chowdhury of St. Xavier's College,
Kolkata, Dipjyoti Dutta, ShoolinWoods
Operation Manager and Shayan
Debnath of TheBhawanipur Education
Society College. Sayed Nekib, Biswgit
Pujari and Bedanta Kdita from Team
Equinox stated that answers were re-
ceived fromtota 78 contestantsand con-

testants were judged on the basis of
pointsscored, number of Star questions
answered and timetaken for submission.
They congratulated al the winners and
participants. Thetop threerank holders
will be given cash prizes and E Certifi-
cateswhile the othersin the top ten cat-
egory will get E Certificates.
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Euro 2020 draw puts England's hopes for
a festival of relief at risk of falling flat

Jonathan Wilson, June 6 :
International tournaments are only
tangentially about the football -
which is probably just as well given
how unsophisticated it often is
beside the very best of the club game,
how sluggish it can appear. They are
about the stories and the mood,
about the scandal and the drama and,
most of all, the sense of shared
experience. Russia 2018 was a very
good World Cup and an enjoyable
tournament to cover, but watching
England's victory over Colombia
alone in a drab flat in Samara,
surrounded by another journalist's

drying laundry, and seeing the
scenes of jubilation from back home,
there was a distinct sense of being
bypassed by something significant.
As the Irish columnist Con Houlihan
observed of Italia 90: "I missed it ...
I was in Italy at the time."It's also
why Italia 90, despite the poverty of
much of the football, stands as one
of the defining World Cups. There
was the progress of England and
Ireland, but also of Cameroon. There
was Argentina's bloody-minded
path to the final, culminating in their
operatic semi-final victory over the
hosts in Naples. There were last
appearances for West Germany,
Yugoslavia, the USSR and
Czechoslovakia, the USA's first
appearance at a World Cup since
1950, Costa Rica stunning Scotland,
Frank Rijkaard spitting at Rudi Voller,

Brazil and the possibly spiked water-
bottles ...The spectacle may have
been so bad that Fifa immediately
set about changing the laws to
prevent anything so cynical ever
happening again, but it didn't matter.
The narratives were compelling
enough they swept a global audience
along with them.That's also why the
chuntering that the general standard
of football at Euro 96 was poor is
largely irrelevant. That summer now
stands, at least if you happened to
be at an English university at the
time, as a glorious time of freedom
and hope: an unpopular government

was in its death throes, Britain felt
culturally important and the
atmosphere at Wembley seemed to
suggest a joyful, inclusive patriotism
was possible. (And that despite an
IRA bomb destroying the Arndale
Centre in Manchester on the
morning of England v Scotland and
the violence after the semi-final
defeat, in which a Russian student
was stabbed in Brighton.)Kings
Cross station in London is reflected
in the European Championship
trophy during the buildup for the
continent-wide tournamentFrom a
narrative standpoint, Euro 2020 has
the potential to be one of the most
memorable tournaments there has
ever been. Every game played
represents some sort of symbolic
victory over Covid. The pan-
continental nature of the tournament

has complicated the logistics -
perhaps to an unforgivable degree
during the pandemic - but there is at
least the (possibly over-romantic)
hope that all points of Europe, from
Seville to Baku, St Petersburg to
Rome, will be able to come together
in celebrating human resilience and
the beginning of the end of the
crisis.This year's FA Cup final had,
barring last season when nobody
was admitted at all, the lowest
attendance since 1890, yet the fans
who were there had never felt more
present. Even if Wembley is only half
ora quarter full, it will feel like a huge
step back towards some sort of
normality. After months of
restrictions, there is a sense of pent-
up energy waiting to be released.
Whether you're gathered around a
communal screen in a park or beer
garden, desperate to toss your plastic
glass of lager in the air, or watching
quietly at home, the Euros have the
potential to be a great unifying
experience as the crisis (hopefully)
wanes.And that's when reality kicks
in. For one thing, as the Delta variant
surges, the figures are looking
increasingly worrying. For another,
there's the fact that humanity is rarely
good at finding common cause, as
the booing of the taking of the knee
at recent Premier League games and
England's friendly against Austria
has demonstrated.Then there is the
actual football. Because of the
delayed start, this has been an
unusually exhausting season.
Injuries have robbed both the
Netherlands and Hungary of their
most important player. Kevin De
Bruyne may miss out for Belgium.
England have doubts over the
fitness of a key central defender and
a key midfielder.There is a danger
this becomes a tournament like the
2002 World Cup, which began at the
end of May because of the
Japanese rainy season and was
characterised by fatigue as a result,
a handful of storylines - Senegal's
progress, France's implosion, Roy
Keane v Mick McCarthy in Saipan,

Ronaldo's redemption - ultimately
not enough to compensate for the
raggedness of much of the
football. And finally, from a parochial
point of view, there's England.
Many of the signs are positive. They
have the experience of reaching the
World Cup semi-finals in Russia
three years ago. They have home
advantage for, potentially, six of the
seven games they would play were
they to reach the final. They have a
hugely talented young squad and,
while there are reasonable doubts
in goal, at centre-back and in central
midfield, this still appears the
deepest and best-balanced squad
England have taken to a major
tournament for a long, long time.The
problem is the draw. If England top
a far from straightforward group,
they will probably play Portugal or
Germany in the last 16, two sides
who immediately conjure memories
of tournament exits. This may be a
(relatively) vulnerable Germany, but
England have won only two
knockout games against World
Cup or Euros-winning countries
since 1966 (and one of those was
on penalties). Come second in the
group and the last 16 is notionally
easier, a likely meeting with
Sweden or Poland in Copenhagen,
but that route leads to a probable
quarter-final in St Petersburg
against France, the overwhelming
favourites.Of course to win
tournaments, you have to beat
good sides, but there is a serious
danger that England's involvement
ends before there has been any
chance to build the sort of euphoric
momentum seen in 1996 and 2018.
And while any semi or final played
at Wembley before a crowd should
be something to celebrate, if
England aren't there, if there aren't
home fans, it may not feel that
way.Euro 2020 could be one of the
great shared sporting experiences,
asymbolic festival of relief; but there
is arisk it becomes an anticlimactic
addendum to what has already been
a slog of a season.

Mo Farah's Tokyo Olympic
hopes hang by thread after
shock 10,000m defeat
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London, June 6 : Mo Farah is facing a
desperate struggle to make the Olympics
after failing to post the qualifying time
for Tokyo and finishing a shock eighth
at the European Athletics 10,000m Cup
in Birmingham.Despite it being his first
10,000m race for nearly four years, Farah
was expecting to run easily the 27min
28sec needed to make it on the plane to
Japan. Instead the 38-year-old was toiling
and grimcing by halfway - the result, he
said, of a niggle to his left ankle sustained
10 days ago.Incredibly it was Farah's first
defeat over the distance for nearly 10
years, since coming second at the world
championships in Daegu in 2011. His
finishing time, 27:50:54, was also his
slowest since 2014. To add insult to
injury he was also beaten by his fellow
Briton Marc Scott.Mo Farah trails in
behind his British compatriot Marc Scott
and others, with the multiple Olympic
champion showing the strain"l am
obviously disappointed with the result
but it is what it is," said Farah. "Without
making any excuses, the last 10 days
haven't been great as I've been carrying
a niggle since I got back from
training."Farah was one of 12 British
athletes competing at the European
10,000m Cup, which doubled up as the
British trials for the Tokyo Olympics. The
word from Farah's camp was that he was
in excellent shape after a training camp

Eddie Jones planning to use summer
fixtures to look to England's future

London, June 6 : Summer has
arrived at last and, after England's
winter of discontent, Eddie Jones
will attempt to put a dismal Six
Nations campaign and a review by
his Twickenham employers behind
him and lay the foundations for the
next World Cup.On Thursday,
England's head coach announces a
squad to face Scotland in an A team
fixture at Leicester on 27 July and
for two internationals against the
United States and Canada at
Twickenham in early July. The accent
will be on youth. With 11 of his
frontline players going to South
Africa on the Lions tour, Jones has
the chance to cast an eye over some
of the emerging talent in a
Premiership season that because of
the pandemic seems never-
ending.The sunny weather has
given us some cricket scores in the
Premiership although the high-
scoring games are not always to the
liking of England's head coach, as
he explained during the
week."When the sun is shining the
ball has got quicker and defences
have struggled to get set. Some of
these games don't have the rigour
and intensity that you need to see

players perform under. You do see
great games, though. The Sale-
Bristol game, for instance, was a
terrific game of rugby."The sunshine
and harder grounds and the
anticipated absence from his squad
of George Ford make it certain
Marcus Smith will at last get the
chance to swap his multi-coloured
Harlequins shirt for the white of
England in the coming weeks. The
22-year-old fly-half has been in

blistering form this season and is one |

of'the reasons his club have qualified
for the Premiership play-offs.There
has been a clamour for Smith to step
up. "Marcus Smith has benefited
from that quicker ball," Jones said.
"From seeing him at Brighton
College back in 2015 I've watched
him a lot. He's got a nice balance to
his game."With England's other
leading fly-half Owen Farrell off to
South Africa, Jones will be on the
lookout for another captain. One
candidate could be the Bath flanker
Sam Underhill, who missed the Six
Nations through an injury that cost
him a place on the Lions tour. Four
years ago, Jones took a squad to
play two Tests in Argentina without
the players selected for the Lions

in New Zealand and Underhill, then
playing outside England with the
Ospreys, and a then-18-year-old
Tom Curry emerged as fixtures in
England's back row."Two years from
the World Cup these games open up
some opportunities for young
players. In 2017, it was Underhill and
Curry and if we can get two or three
more this time that would be a bonus,"
said Jones. "There will be a clean
sheet for the next couple of games.
I've been travelling the country
looking for the right talent and I think
perhaps I have found a few

players."Jones has been impressed
with some of the younger players at
Sale who, despite an overreliance of
their South African contingent, have
some of the most promising English
talent about. Tom Curry's twin, Ben,
is one player expected to make his
own breakthrough before long."In
Argentina we picked Ben ahead of
Tom. He's had a bad time through
injuries. It can be difficult for twins.
Historically one tends to step up
quicker. But in that game against
Bristol I saw that he has the fight in
him. There are a lot of good young

players at Sale like the scrum-half
[Raphael] Quirke and the loose-head
[Bevan] Rodd."Sale's head coach,
Alex Sanderson, had also spoken
enthusiastically of his fit-again centre
Manu Tuilagi who Jones would love
to pair up again with Henry Slade,
another player surprisingly left out
of Warren Gatland's Lions
squad.Waiting for Tuilagi to put
together a long run of internationals
has been English rugby's equivalent
of Waiting for Godot over the years
and his withdrawal from Friday's
Premiership fixture after it emerged he
had been in close contact with a Sale
member of staff who tested positive
for Covid-19 will have set him back
further.Jones is understandably
cautious. "It's a bit premature at this
stage. We'll have to see how he goes
for the rest of the season before we
make a judgment on him. I'll go up
there and have a chat with him and
see where he's at."Jones repeated his
mantra during the week that he wants
to make England "the best team in
the world". For now, England's
disgruntled supporters will be happy
to see them entertain Twickenham
next month with a cricket score or two
against the US and Canada.

in Flagstaff, Arizona, and he made an
early point to his rivals by taking the
lead on the opening lap, which was run
in a fast 62 seconds. From then on,
though, he slipped back, and was
struggling long before he began to grit
his teeth over the closing laps."With 15
laps to go you know my face but I was
hurting hard," he added. "I just had to
keep fighting, keep digging. Keep
digging in and finish within the top two.
I honestly thought with five laps to go |
had the time."Farah will have another
three weeks to run the qualifying
standard but the chances of him making
it to Tokyo, let alone defending his
10,000m title, now look slim. "This is the
first bit I have done of track in the last
two weeks," he added. "It is not ideal.
But it is what it is, it is part of
sport."However Scott, who was seventh
in 27.49:83 in a race won by France's
Morhad Amdouni in 27:23:27, will be
there. "The race wasn't perfect by any
means," he said. "But I won the British
race and that's the main thing - to get on
the plane."Inevitably all the focus is on
Farah, who came into this race still
believing he could win a third Olympic
10,000m title. The last time he had raced
the distance he won gold in front of
adoring 54,000 home fans at the 2017
London world championships. This time,
because of Covid, there were barely a
few hundred people - mostly volunteers
and officials - watching. It soon became
apparent that much changed in the last
four years.Earlier in the evening, Britain's
Eilish McColgan produced a thrilling last
lap to chase down the Israeli athlete
Selamawit Teferi to win the European
Cup and also qualify for Tokyo.
McColgan, the daughter of the 1991
10,000m world champion, Liz, came
through in 31:19:21. Not far behind in
third was Britain's Jess Judd, who ran a
personal best of 31:20.84 to also book
her place at the Olympics.Meanwhile in
Jamaica, Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce ran
10.63sec for 100m - to become the
second-fastest woman in history.Fraser-
Pryce, who won 100m gold at the 2008
and 2012 Olympics and at the 2019 world
championships, was well beaten by
Britain's Dina Asher Smith a fortnight
ago on a cold, wet night in Gateshead a
fortnight ago. But she found racing in
perfect conditions at the National
Stadium in Kingston much more to her
liking.She blasted out the blocks and was
well clear by halfway before coming home
to beat her own national record of 10.70,
which she shared with Elaine
Thompson-Herah. Only the American
Florence Griffith Joyner, who ran 10.49
in 1988 but died a decade later, has ever
gone faster."Honestly I never expected
I would run 10.6 and think it's a good thing
because there was no pressure," Fraser-
Pryce told reporters as she screamed with
excitement. "I'm lost for words because 10.6
has been a dream, a goal, I've been working
so hard, being so patient to see it finally
unfold. I'm so ecstatic."

Bristol secure home semi-final with controversial win over Leicester

London, June 6 : What a way to claim
your first home play-off. Bristol were
forced into all manner of antics to
survive this with maximum points,
having played themselves into a
winning position with the sort of
swagger with which we more readily
associate them.Leicester, their home
stadium reverberating with a passion
it has not seen for months - some might
say years - seemed to have Bristol on
their knees, forcing them into penalty
after penalty as the clock ticked down.
Ellis Genge had the number of Nahuel
Tetaz Chaparro, Bristol's replacement
tighthead, as the two sides engaged
at repeated scrums on the Bristol five-
metre line. The Tigers were trailing by
only three and seemed set to force their
way over somehow. Clinch the win and
they would be assured of a place in
Europe next season. Eventually, Tetaz

Chaparro was sent to the sin-bin for
the umpteenth penalty against Bristol,
and the action shifted, with time up on
the clock, to the touchline. An
incensed Steve Borthwick could be

heard accusing Pat Lam of lying, when
the Bristol director of rugby tried to
claim that his starting tighthead, John
Afoa, whom Tetaz Chaparro had

replaced at half-time, had come off

injured.The official match cards had
registered the replacement as tactical.
If Afoa had been injured, he would not
be allowed to return for the final scrum.
Subsequent scrums would be
uncontested but Bristol would have
to go down to 13 men. If his
replacement at half-time had been
tactical, he could come back.While
Lam was insisting he was injured, Afoa
returned to the field of his own accord.
At that final scrum Afoa ripped into

Genge, the ball popped out, and Bristol
kicked it into touch. The brawl that
broke out seemed almost incidental.
Borthwick would not be drawn
afterwards, while Lam tried to set his
seemingly inconsistent approach in
some sort of context. Afoa had been
injured and was not due back for
another week, but Bristol were short
of props.The decision was taken to
start Afoa, who is 37, for fear that he
might have to come on early if he began
on the bench. When he was duly
withdrawn at half-time, the registration
of the replacement as tactical was
described by Lam as an administrative
error. But this is the point of
contention. Was it an error or were
Bristol keeping their options
open?The welfare concerns
surrounding Afoa, who had also driven
up on the day, are understandable,

especially after he had spent an hour
or so sitting on the bench. But this is a
professional sport. Afoa was either
replaced tactically or he was not. Had
Tetaz Chaparro been injured on the

hour, say, would Afoa have come
back on then? These questions will
no doubt be examined in a review.It
is hoped any insults thrown in the
heat of the moment will be treated as
no more than that - passions running
high under duress.What this says
about Bristol as potential champions

is another intriguing question. When ~

they click they are fabulous - as their
four tries testify, two by Semi
Radradra and one each by Harry
Randall and Max Malins. But Exeter
in particular will note how Leicester

found give up front, albeit in the §

second half, by which time Afoa had
left. The Tigers replied through

-, .

Hanro Liebenberg and Julian
Montoya, the latter's score hauling the
home team back from a 26-16 deficit
after Radradra's second on the
hour.One might consider what

followed the ultimate example of a team
finding a way to win; or one might see
it as a lucky escape for would-be
champions with a vulnerability. The
next few weeks will reveal.
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Essential Quality wins Belmont Stakes
~ash banned Baffert stays in background

London, June6: Brad Cox picked
up hisfirgt Triple Crownvictory with
Essentia Quality's romp to victory
in the Belmont Stakes on Saturday
while waiting to see if he'll be
awarded another fromthe Kentucky
Derby.Cox could beaDerby winner

with Mandaloun if Bob Baffert-
trained MedinaSpiritisdisqualified.
But Cox was able to enjoy this one
with Essential Quality beating Hot
Rod Charlie by one-and-a-quarter
lengths.Essentia Qudlity, whowent
off asthe 6-5 favorite, passed early

leader Hot Rod Charlie around the
fina turnand held ontowinthe$1m
race."That was a long way around
there amile-a-half but it was excit-
ing," Cox said. "It looked like the
horse on theinside, he till had run
left. | knew it wasgoingto beabattle
down the lane."Essential Qudity, a
striking gray colt, finished fourth as
a beaten favorite in the Kentucky
Derby because of arough trip. Es-
sential Quality showed in the
Belmont why he haslong been con-
sidered oneof thetop three-year-olds
in the country."In the Kentucky
Derby we were so confident that
we're gonna win that race," said
jockey Luis Saez, whowonaTriple
Crown race for the firgt time. "He
wasready for therace. But we have
a little unlucky start ... Today the
mainthingwastry to break cleanand
the rest | know he's gonna do
it."Backdooring his way to becom-
ing the first Louisville-born trainer

towintheKentucky Derby wouldn't
alow Cox thesamejoy of victory as
the Belmont, whichtheup-and-com-
ing star will likely remember as his
first true Triple Crown triumph. And
Cox saw this coming. He predicted
last summer that Essentia Quality
would be hishorsefor the Belmont,
and that proved true in beating a
toughfield of seven other horsesThe
racewasrunwithout ahorsetrained
by Baffert, who was banned by the
New York Racing Association after
Medina Spirit failed a post-Derby
drug test for the presence of a ste-
roid. Churchill Downs suspended
Baffert for two years after a second
sample from the Derby came back
positivefor betamethasone, whichis
prohibited at any level on race day
in Kentucky, Maryland and New
York.Normalcy returned to the
Bdmont after atopsy-turvy 2020 that
featured the race leading off the
Triple Crown a an empty racetrack.

St Helens outclass York to take Women's
Challenge Cup with Woosey double

washington, June 6 : St Helens
class and experience led them to a
first Women's Challenge Cup tri-
umph asthey comfortably saw off a
valiant challenge from York City
Knights. The Saints, littered with
England internationals and main-
stays of the women's game such as
Emily Rudge, Jodie Cunningham
and Amy Hardcastle, weretoo strong
for the Knightsthroughout. L eading
20-0 &t hdf-timethanksto four out-
standing triesworthy of gracing any
game, the Saints controlled proceed-
ings for the majority of the fina
againgt aYork side still very much
intheir embryonic stagesasasquad.
In contrast, the experience of their
opponents herewas arguably one of
the main differences, with their key
¢ playerslinking up to devastating ef-
fect to guide them to the title on an
O afternoon when the women's sport
was showcased live onthe BBC for
the first time.After quelling some

early York pressure, & Helenswent
ahead when Faye Gaskin's pass sent
Danni Bush across in the corner.
Gaskinwasinjuredintheact of cel-
ebrating that try but Cunninghamre-
placed her at half-back in seamless

fashion. She was involved in the
move which sent Rachael Woosey
over for the Saints second try.Beth
Stott failed to convert either try, but
it mattered little as by half-timethe
Saints had added another two tries

n." l;.l

tounderlinetheir dominance. Rudge
scored amagnificent solotry tomake
it 14-0, beforeasuperb Cunningham
pass sent Hardcastle through a gap
inatiring York defence, with Stott
converting to make it 20-0 at the
break.York's hopes were briefly
raised when Sinead Peach crossed
shortly after haf-time, but withintwo
minutes St Helens extended their
lead again when Cunningham sent
Woosey over thelinefor her second
of the afternoon. It was one of sev-
eral occasions when Cunningham,
oneof themost experienced players
in the women's game, tore York's
defenceapart. Therewastimefor one
more &t Helenstry, too. With there-
sult long secured, Carrie Roberts
forced her way across the line in
menacing fashion, swatting off three
York defendersto emphaticadly un-
derlinehow S Helensarevery much
the benchmark sidein the Women's
Super League at present.

S Helens hold off
thrilling Hull fightback to

reach C

London, June 6 : The wait is almost
over for St Helens. Anyone who has
followed one of rugby league's most
successful clubsin the 13 years since
their last Challenge Cup triumph in
2008 would argue the most difficult
hurdleisstill to be cleared on 17 July
when they walk out at Wembley
against Castleford, winners of the sec-
ond semi-final here, for thefinal of the
sport's most prestigious competition

for the 23rd time in their history.But
afternoons like these, where the op-
position are resilient, the conditions
are energy-sapping and the stakes are
high, are the ones where you really
find out what a team is made of.Yes,
St Helens still have to win next month
to complete the job and end their re-
markable drought, but the way they
acquitted themselvesfor large parts of
this semi-final victory - as well as
throughout 2021 in general - stands
them in very good stead for the final.
How they were madeto dig deep here,
though. Seemingly sauntering their
way through with a three-score lead
going into the final 15 minutes, tries
from Danny Houghton and Cameron
Scott reduced St Helens' lead to three
pointsin the blink of an eye.Hull were
then in prime position to strike again
and secure a remarkable victory, but
anincredible 90-metreinterception try

London, June 6 : There are few
players who possess the skill and
athleticism that Sloane Stephens
imbues her matches with at the
height of her powers. She is argu-
ably the best mover ontour, particu-
larly on clay, with one of the heavi-
est forehands and a vast toolbox of
shots.But Stephensis al so madden-
ingly streaky, so one of the great
sights of the French Open so far has
been her long-awaited resurgence.
Stephens continued her rise by
outplaying the 18th seed, Karolina
Muchova, 6-3, 7-5 to reach the
fourth round for the seventhtime. As
she headed into the clay season,
Stephens gamewasin peril. Shehad
compiled an appalling 4-16 record
dating back to October 2019 and far

too often her feet were rooted to the
spot, her body language vacant.
However, sheremained positive, she
hasworked herself into possibly the
physical form of her lifeand shehas
been dowly trending upwardson her
favourite surface.Against Muchova,
Stephens built a fortress from the
baseline with her defence and she
cut through the numerous long,
physicd rallieswith theforce of her
forehand. The Czech is one of the
in-form playersthisyear and inthe
second set she disrupted Stephens
game effectively with drop shots,
heavily spun forehandsand her own
imposing athleticism. It was not
enough. Shewasfelled by the fun-
damental challenge of facing
Stephenson clay: itisjust so diffi-

o
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Sloane Stephens sees off Muchovato
reach French Open fourth round

cult to consistently hit the ball past
her.While Stephens, the 2017 US
Open champion and 2018 French
Openfinaist, hasemerged asaclear
contender in the top half of the
draw, the defending champion, Iga
Swiatek, remainsthefavourite. The
Pole burnished her credentialsin a
different manner than usual. After
blitzing through thefirst setsof her
opening two matches, here Swiatek
was forced to recover from abreak
down against a spirited Anett
Kontaveit, the Estonian 30th seed,
winning 7-6 (4), 6-0 after an open-
ing set of the highest quality first-
strike tennis.Last year's defeated fi-
nalist, SofiaKenin, aso reached the
fourth round by defeating the 28th
seed, Jessica Pegula, 4-6, 6-1, 6-4.

Challenge Cup fina

from the St Helens winger Regan
Grace decided this enthralling semi-
final.Thereisno doubting that a huge
moment threatened to overshadow this
contest, though. With St Helens ahead
by six and half-time approaching, a
routine carry from his own line by
Josh Griffin ended disastrously, when
the centre appeared to suffer a seri-
ous achilles injury. He immediately
fell to the ground and was clearly in

excruciating pain, but in doing so, he
threw the ball out of his grasp.Should
Griffin have held on to enable play to
stop? Perhaps. Should the referee,
Liam Moore, have called a halt with
the whistle? Perhaps. But neither of
those things materialised and instead,
with play still live, Theo Fages
swooped on the loose ball to race in
under the posts and make the score 14-
2 in St Helens' favour. Whether it
swung the contest decisively isunclear,
but it undoubtedly put themin control
in terms of the scoreline.Before that,
Hull had started well but only had a
Marc Sneyd penalty to show for their
early dominance. When St Helens
settled, you always felt they would
make their opponents pay, which they
duly did when the Welshman Grace
finished in the corner, before two
goalsfrom the boot of Lachlan Coote
madeit 8-2.That all led up to Griffin's
injury and Fages'sdecision to play on
and score, which certainly irked the
700 Hull fans who were fortunate
enough to bein attendance.When Jack
Welsby reached out to extend St
Helens' lead to 18 points shortly after
half-time, it felt something of a pro-
cession for thereigning Super League
champions.But credit must go to Hull
for how they threatened an almighty
comeback, which began when Mahe
Fonuareplied with awell-worked fin-
ish to claw his side back into
contention.A drop-goal from Fagesre-
established Saints' three-score lead,
but when Houghton scooted over, and
Scott then did the same three minutes
later, suddenly, there wasthree points
between the sides. However, inagame
of fine margins, when Jake Connor's
loose pass was picked off by Grace, it
finally put Hull's challenge to
bed.Castleford, fresh from losing 60-
6 to Leedslast week, recoveredinfine
style, beating Warrington 35-20 to
reach their first Challenge Cup final
since 2014. They were 19-0 up at half-
time and even scored two tries when
Jacques O'Neill was in the sin-bin.
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