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IN BRIEF

Supermar ket

flyover

Guwahati, May 16 :
Assam chief minister Dr
HimantaBiswaSarmaon
Sunday directed the pub-
lic works department
(PWD) to complete the
Supermarket flyover in
Guwahati by September
30.Atamesting heldwith
PWD officids, CM Sarma
reviewed the status of
ongoing flyover con-
structionin Guwahati.He
directed the department
to expedite the construc-
tion of all the flyoversin
the city. held a meeting
with PWD and reviewed
the status of ongoing
flyover construction in
Guwahati. He directed
completion of Supermar-
ket flyover by Sept 30
and expeditious con-
struction of all other on-
going flyovers.

HSTET results

Guwahati,May 16: There-
sults of Assam Higer Sec-
ondary TeechersEligibility
Test (HS) will bedeclared
within next week. Educa-
tion minister Dr Ranoj
Pegu on Sunday said the
results would be out
soon.On the other hand,
Pegumet Board of Second-
ary Education (SEBA)
chairman and secretary to
discuss the future course
of action on High School
Leaving Catificate(HSLC)
examinations.
Covidrestric-
tions

Chandigarh, May 16 :
The Punjab government
on Sunday extended all
theexisting Covid restric-
tionsin the gatetill May
31, amid ahigh positivity
andfatality rateduetothe
disease. The announce-
ment in this regard was
made by Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh. Healso
gave directions for strict
enforcement of all the
curbs.

Tornadoesin
China

Bdijing,May 16: Twotor-

nadoes ripped through
China's central city of
Wuhan and atown in the
eastern province of
Jangsuy, killing 12 people
and injuring hundreds
while destroying homes
and property, the official
Xinhua news agency said
on Saturday.Eight people
were reported dead in
Wuhan, in Hubei prov-
ince, with 280injured after
Friday’s tornado ripped
through the district of
Caidian at 8:39 p.m., the
agency said.The tornado
toppled 27 houses and
damaged 130 more, aswell
as two tower cranes and
8,000s0. m. (86,111 5q. ft)
of sheds at construction
sites, it added.“I’ve grown
upinWuhanand !’ venever
seen anything likeit,” one
resdent of the city posted
on China's Weibo app.
“There' sbeen so much ex-
tremewesether recently.”
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Dua Lipa reminds fans of the

stuation with DCs, SPs, Joint Directors

of Health through video conference

CM asks DCs to undertake visits to hospitals, Asks SPs to enforce
complete adherence of COVID protocols In containment zones

gl Sl

Guwahati,May 16: Inview of the

rising cases of the COVID 19 pan-
demic and its cascading effect on
Assam, Chief Minister Dr. Himanta
Biswa Sarmaasked the Superinten-
dents of Police in the district to
sternly enforce the preventive di-
rectives at the containment zones
toreversethesurging trendsof the
pandemic. In a video conference

held at the conference room of the
Chief Minister’s Office in Janata
Bhawan here today with the
Deputy Commissioners, Superin-
tendents of Policeand Joint Direc-
torsof Hedlth, Chief Minister Sarma
said that an exhaustive compliance
of preventive measures meant for
the containment zoneswould go a
long way in strengthening the con-

tainment of the
spread of COVID 19
pandemic. He, there-
fore, asked the Super-
intendents of Police
to enforce the direc-
tives at the contain-
ment zones declared
in several parts of the
state. Chief Minister
Sarma also asked the
Deputy Commission-
ers of the districts to
ensure delivery of
| critical caretreatment
= tothe COVID patients
during odd hours in their respec-
tive districts. He also asked them
tovisit Medical College Hospitals
and Civil Hospital sat their respec-
tive jurisdictions. Chief Minister
Sarmaalso asked the DCstofix re-
sponsibility onan ADC to oversee
the vaccination drives undertaken
in the districts. The ADCs should
study and recommend the mea-

Containment ZonesWithdrawn
In Wards 8, 16, 28 in Guwahatli

Guwahati, May 16 : Containment
zonesinWard no. 8, 16, and 28in
Guwahati have now been with-
drawn after agradual decreasein
COVID-19 positivity ratewaswit-
nessed during the last two
weeks.This was informed via an
official order issued by the office

order however stated that people
of the said threewardswill need to
maintain COVID-19 protocolsina
strict manner in order to not spread
the virus further.Details of the
three wards —

WARD 28

Northern Side of Ajanta Path to

of the Deputy Commissioner.The

" ny Unauthorized

“ntry and Exit
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M P Rajeev Satav Dies
of Covid Related
Complications

New Delhi,May 16 : Senior
Congress leader and MP
Rajeev Satav on Sunday in
Pune this morning, days
after recovering from
coronavirus infection.“It’s
abiglossfor usall,” Rahul
Gandhi tweeted, address-
ing Mr Satav as “my

friend” who embodied the
idealsof the Congress.“I’'m
very sad at the loss of my
friend Rajeev Satav,”
Gandhi, who was close to
Mr Satav, tweeted.” Rajeev
Satav became RT-PCR
swab negative on May 9,

2021. However, after apro-
longed illness he suc-
cumbed to secondary
pneumonia with multi-or-
gan dysfunction on May
16 at 4:58 am,” Jehangir
hospital, where the Con-
gressleader was admitted,
said in astatement. The 46-
year-old Congress |leader
was in critical condition
after he was diagnosed
with a new viral
infection.” Rajiv Satav was
onthepath of recovery, but
his health deteriorated
again and he is now criti-
cal. The doctors found he
has Cytomegalovirus in-
fection,” Mr Tope was
quoted as saying by news
agency PTI on Saturday.
Satav, who hailed from
Maharashtra, was in-
charge of the party’s af-
fairsin Contd...Page 6

‘Arrest Me Too": Rahul Gandhi challenges over
arrests on posters critical of PM NarenaraMod

New Delhi, May 16: Congress |1114
leader Rahul Gandhi onceagain
slammed the Centre over the
recent arrests of several people
on the allegation of putting up
posters critical of the Prime

Ju Minister NarendraM odi'sVac-
cineMaitri mission.Taking to
microblogging site Twitter,
Gandhi wrote"Arrest metoo"
with apicture of the poster and
also changed Contd...Page 6

Basistha Road Junction point, up

to Hatigaon Chariali.Western Side
of Basistha Road to Chandan
Nagar Road to Tangora Satra
Wooden BridgeEastern Side of
Rukmini Bahini River to NH37
brdige in Basistha Chariali.North
of NH37 upto Basistha
Road.Eastern Side of Basistha
Road upto southeastern extreme
boundary of Basistha village of
Basistha Road.

WARD 16
OnthenorthernsideAK Dev Road
to Ambari Tinali up to
Morabhorolu and Lakhara.

On the eastern side, Morabhorolu
uptoglassfactory to Lakhararoad,
the eastern side of Lakhararoad to
Dhuboriaroad

On the southern side, Lakhara to
Dhuboriaroad from byelane 2 up
to Morabhorolu.

Onthewestern side, Morabhorolu
to byelane Contd...Page 6

sures to be taken up to step up
vaccinationsin thedistricts. Chief
Minister Sarma also directed the
SPsto ask the officersin charge of
their respective police stations to
make avisit to thevaccination cen-
tres to ensure proper disciplines
including adherenceto COVID ap-
propriate behaviour at the centres.
Chief Minister Sarma also asked
the DCsto do the arrangements of
conveyance for Contd...Page 6

technology Re-

will produce the

D Threemorefirmsget the

nod to produce Covaxin

New Delhi,May 16: Inad-
dition to three public sec-

tor enterprises (PSEs) that

signed pacts with Bharat
Biotech to produce
Covaxin, three
more Ahmedabad-
based firms — in-
cluding State-
owned Gujarat Bio-

search Centre —

Covid-19 vaccine

in the country, an official
statement said on Satur-
day. Gujarat Biotechnology
Research Centre, Hester
Biosciences, and OmniBRx
Biotechnologiesfirmed up
discussions with Bharat

Biotech for the Covaxin
technology transfer, which
would help them produce
an additional 20 million
doses per month. “Tech-

nology transfer agree-
ments have been finalised
with al manufacturers” the
satement said.The Depart-
ment of Biotechnology
(DBT), aspart of arecently-
announced Contd...Page 6

Chief Minister Sarma vists GMCH

at 2.30 am to oversee delivery of
critical care facilities at odd hours

mid night on Sunday to oversee the
delivery of critical care facilities at
odd hours and treatment facilities

meted out to critical COVID patients ™
at the hospital. Inview of the COVID !
19 pandemic taking a serious turn

with more and more positive people
are needing institutional treatment,
Chief Minister Dr. Sarmapaid avisit
to the emergency ward of GMCH at
2.30 amto see how COVID patients
are being given treatment especially

Thanksdoctors, nursesand paramedicsover delivery of critical caretreatment

Guwahati, May 16 : Chief Minister Dr.
Himanta Biswa Sarma made a visit to
Guwahati Medical College and Hospitd late

thecritical care management for COVID pa-
tients. The Chief Minister however, ex-
pressed satisfaction over  Contd...Page 6

Covishield second doge appol ntment

booked aready won't be cancelled : Govt

New Delhi, May 16 : Online ap-
pointments, aready booked for the
second dose of the Covishield vac-
cine, will remainvalid and the same
will not be cancelled on Co-WIN

platform, the Union health
ministry on Sunday
said.Requisite changes,
however, have now been
done in the Co-WIN digi-
tal portal, as a result of
which further onlineor on-
site appointment booking
will not be possible if the
period after the first dose
datefor abeneficiary isless
than 84 days.' Already
booked online appoint-
ments for the second dose

will remainvalid and arenot
being cancelled by Co-
WIN. Beneficiariesmay be
advised through suitable
IEC that they should re-
schedule their appoint-
ments for a later date be-
yond the 84th day from the
date of first dose vaccina-
tion," a notification by
health ministry released on
Sunday read.As for pre-
booked beneficiary who
hasaready Contd...Page6

Ccl oneTauktaeto brlng light thunder storms,

rain over coastal Gujarat, Claims4 Lives

New Delhi, May 16 : The India
Meteorological Department (IMD)
on Sunday (May 16) predicted
light to moderaterain over isolated
places in Gujarat’s Sabarkantha,
Aravalli, Narmada, Tapi, Surat,
Bharuch, Dang and Dahod.The
downpour will be accompanied by
light thunderstormswith lightning
and surface wind 30-40 kmph (in
gust).The predicted weather is
very likely to occur during the next
three hours, as per the weather
department.The M D reported that

heavy to very heavy rainfalls over
parts of Gujarat will occur on May
17."Heavy tovery heavy fallswith
extremely heavy falls at isolated
placesvery likely over Saurashtra
and Kutch, Diu and south Gujarat
region on 17th and heavy to very
heavy fallsat afew placeswith ex-
tremely heavy falls (>= 20 cm),"
tweeted IMD.In aseriesof tweets,
the IMD advised fishermen not to
venture into the Arabian sea off
Gujarat coast till May 18."Fisher-
men are advised not to ventureinto

Eastcentral Arabian
Sea along & off
Karnataka coast till
17th Morning and into
Eastcentral Arabian
Sea and along & off
Maharashtra-Goa BF:
coasts and into North- &=
east Arabian Seaalong

& off Gujarat coast till

18thMay."Meanwhile, theNational
Disaster Rescue Force (NDRF) has
deployed a total of 101 teams
across the states that will most

N o
FamT <

likely be affected due to cyclone
Tauktae.As many as 79 teams,
along with 22 on standby have
been deployed. Contd...Page 6

Non-Bailable Warrant Against
Wrestler Sushil Kumar, 6 Others

New Delhi, May 16: A Delhi Court
on Saturday issued non-bailable
warrants against two-time Olym-
pic medallist Sushil Kumar and six
others in connection with the
Chhatrasal Stadium brawl that led
to the death of a wrestler here,
police said.This comes days after
a lookout notice was issued
against Kumar inthe same case.A
senior police officer said, “We
moved an application before the
court to issue non-bailable war-
rant (NBW) against wrestler Sushil
Kumar and six othersin the case
and as per request, the applica
tion was approved and accord-

ingly NBWs have been issued
against them.” The police haveal-
ready recorded the statements of
thevictims allegedly involved in

the brawl.The clash had taken
place over vacating a flat in the
Model Town area, police
said.Kumar, who hasbeen named
in the FIR, is on the run, and &f-
forts are on to trace him, asenior
officer had said earlier, adding that
raidswere being conducted in the
Delhi-NCR region and
neighbouring states to nab him.
The victims alleged that Kumar
was present at the spot when the
clash took place, he had said. The
wrestler who diedwas 23 yearsold.
He and two of his friends were

 brutally assaulted allegedly by
L other wrestlers inside the

Chhatrasal Stadium in the north-
ern part of the city last Tuesday
night.According to the police, the
brawl involved Kumar, Ajay,
Prince Dalal, Sonu, Sagar, Amit
and others. A case was registered
under various sections of the In-
dian Penal Code (IPC) and the
ArmsAct at the Model Town Po-
lice Station.Dalal (24), aresident
of Jhgjjarin Haryana, washeldin
the case, police had said.Kumar,
who hasbeen namedintheFIR, is
on the run, and efforts are on to
tracehim, asenior officer had said
earlier, adding that raids were be-
ing conducted Contd...Page 6
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L ess of the backstory,
Angela Rayner, It's be-
ginning to wear a bit thin

gela Rayner, resting on her

working-classlaurelsrather too
much? She emerged triumphant
from therecent byel ection/reshuffle
not only having avoided being de-
moted by Keir Starmer, but gaining
more positions and power, with
someclaiming that shecouldwina
leadership contest. Really? I've
found Rayner's behaviour snaky;
if she'd thrown Starmer under the
bus any harder, he'd be scrubbing
tyremarksoff thefront of hisshirt.
It's also said she's been briefing
against him. Still, that's palitics.
Why shouldn't she be ambitious,
even ruthless? But there's another
big problemwith Rayner: therdent-
less pushing of her backstory.She
ishardly doneinthis: I'mnosouch
when it comesto flashing my own
working-class origins and impec-
cable council-house credentials.

I s Labour's deputy leader, An

And Rayner's story is powerful:
sheleft schoal at 16, pregnant, with-
out qudlifications, becoming a so-
cial careworker and unionrep, be-
fore entering politics. Impressive.
Working-class visibility in

Westminster is important; the in-
sights gained from experience are
hugely valuable.Still, Rayner
doesn't half bang on about it or let
othersdo it for her. If you believe
the hype, she's everything from
streetwise Boudicca to factional
Labour'sall-hedling queento averi-
table red-wall whisperer. It has
reached the point where | wonder
whether people, by whom | mean
overawed, middle-class politicos,
have been cowed into unquestion-
ingly gulping down Rayner's sdlf-
mythology or whether she herself
fed sthat her righteous background
makes her untouch-

able That couldbea  Barbara Ellen

people who are reliably
underwhelmed by a "working
class' origin story are... working-
classpeoplée! It'shighly patronising
topresumethat thisisall it takesto
get their attention or their vote.
Working-class people are like ev-
erybody else - they want credible,
workablepoliciesthat benefit them.
Stuff your backstory. The only
people who lap that up are the
middle classes or soppy former
council-housebratslikeme.Rayner
prides herself on being a straight
talker, so shelll appreciate me spesk-
ing frankly. Whatever the short-
term gains, and de-
spitethewhooping of

dangerously over-

played hand: aworking-classback-
ground doesn't set Rayner apart
(Starmer isa so of humblestock). It
doesn't (or shouldn't) give her a
magic passwithin the Labour party.

Most importantly, it doesn't mysti-
cdly endow apoliticianwithvision,
ability or a hotline to working
people. Rayner is so deep into her
"Angiefromtheblock" shtick that
she has forgotten that the only

her fan club, recent
events outed her as untrustworthy
and dlippery, someone caught red-
handed playing both sides who
managed to bluster her way out of
it. Likewisg, if achippy sort likeme
has wearied of her posturing, so,
presumably, have others. Class
credibility isalwaysvdid, but asa
starting point. Sooner or later, the
question will always be: what else
have you got?Prince Harry: 'Is he
ever going to find work where His
Roya Suffering isn't the post-roya
moneyspinner?Oh, that it hascome
to this. As someone who felt genu-
ine sympathy for Meghan and
Harry - and| till do, in someways-
it becomes increasingly difficult to
defend them as they sink ever
deeper into the bubbling Cdifornian
quagmire of therapy-speak.Harry's
latest podcast outburst, talking to
actor Dax Shepherd, was a toe-
curler. Apparently, Meghan got him
into therapy. Gosh, redlly - not Prin-
cess Anne then? He's broken the
cycle of "genetic pain and suffer-
ing". Eh? He says "there is no
blame", but then says that his par-
entsand grandparents suffered first

The Green party can snow Labour how
to connect with 1ts former heartlands

Hartlepool byelection, a till

loyal Labour voter gave a
bleak assessment of her hometown
to a reporter from the Financial
Times. "We are at the arse-end of
theworld, just asprawling housing
edate. We don't really make any-
thing any more." The floppy union
jack hanging outside Labour's
Hartlepool HQ a the ingistence of
Ker Starmer'sLondon-based team
turned out to confirm, rather than
refute, that verdict. In the absence
of making things, Labour tried to
make meaning through the display
of empty symboals and logt, cata
strophicaly. But therésancther way
to creste something meaningful: by
building relationships. This is
where, avay from the byelection
media frenzy, the Green party ex-
celled in some of last week's other
elections for local councils in
England.You don't get Green can-
didates sweeping into townsevery
few yearspromising to keep facto-
ries open and restore lost trades.
Whét they do askishow they can
helpto maketheplaceyoulivein

I n the week before the

better. InBirkenhead, Wirrd, where .
shipbuilding employed 16,000in

}

Labour.Though Birkenhead &7

the1950s, andwhoselast remain-
ing shipyard, Cammell Laird, has
just announced morethan 140re-
dundancies, the Greenswonthree
seetsthat had predominantly been

dayedloyd toLabourin2019, the

areamay seemripeto go the same
way as former Labour heartland
seats captured by the Conserva
tivesin thelast genera dection. It
islargely working classand ex-in-
dustrid, with an older, whiter popu-
letionthanthenationd average. But
Wirra's new councillors, Harry
Gorman, Emily Gleavesand Jason
Peter Walsh, won their seats on a
massive green-ward, not right-
ward, swing from Labour.The
Greensarechanging tack at acoun-
cil level, seeking to campaign less
onthewider issueof climateemer-
gency andinstead focusing heavily
on peopléesloca environmentsand
day-to-day needs around housing,

trangport and community spaces.
In the past 10 years, the party has
targeted and won council seetsin
poorer aress, often onperipherd es-
tates where the epithet "left be-
hind" can easily be replaced by
"segregated by class'.Chelmdey
Wood, thelarge outer Birmingham
edatewherel grew up and went to
school, went from having oneBNP
and two Labour members on
Solihull council in 2006 to three
Greencouncillorsinlessthanade-
cade. The dection of aBNP coun-
cillor on a very low turnout back
then should have been the cause
of great angst for its remaining
Labour representatives, saysChris
Williams, aformer Solihull council-

Lynsey Hanley

lor who hasjust becomethe Green
party's national head of
dections."It'slikewith Hartlepoal,"
hetold methisweek. "Youthought,
would it be the piercing pain that
forced [Labour to] change? The
Greensin Solihull, rather than wait

for Labour to jump into action
againgt the BNPafter 2006, started
door-knocking intensively, asking
peoplewhat they needed hepwith
and how they would liketo seethe
estate improve.ln a borough
cleaved sharply by class and in-
come, housing quickly becamecen+
tral to their efforts. About 60% of
socia housing tenants in Salihull
live in the north of the borough,
with a high proportion of the re-
mainder ether right-to-buy lease-
holdersor peopleprivately renting
ex-council homes. Not only wasthe
BNP councillor gected after one
term, the Greens now hold nearly
al thecoundil seetsinnorth Solihull:

* E.@
i F ?ﬂ% you rather than livein and with,

having gained oneseat last week, it
is the second largest party on the
council behind the Tories. Labour,
meanwhile, languishes in fourth
placewithjust two seats." Thefed-
ing on the ground was that over
the past two or three decades,
peoplewere having things done to
them," says Williams. "They kept
being told [by Labour]: "We know
what's good for you,' rather than
listening and engaging. Thewhole
'take back contral' dogan of the
leave campaign was exactly what
people wanted to hear." Indeed:
72.4% of voters in Williams's
Chelmdey Wood ward voted to
leavethe EU in 2016.Whilelack of
affordablehousingishy far themost
pressing problem for condtituents,
other salient issues include bus
routes - 43% of people in the
Chemdey Wood ward have no
accessto acar, comparedto 6%in
Blythe, onthericher sdeof Solihull
- traffic congestion, noise and air
pollution from off-road bikes, fly-
tipping and the protection of green
spaces. At therisk of gating the
obvious, dl of thesearelocd is
sueswithamuchwider environ-
mental, economic and socia
resonance. The cost of leaving
them unaddressed, or batted
away as if the environment is
something you have done to

is the pollution of democracy

itsdlf.By 2010, Chemdley Wood
had voted out the BNP. But the
question remains. had the Solihull
Greens not bothered to campaign
ontheegtate, would the BNPswin
have been followed by Ukip and
then - once unthinkable - the
Tories?The BNP made use of
revanchist and resentful emotions
inthemid-2000swhenitidentified
that cynicism, for asmal but grow-
ing group of people, was a vote-
winner. The Tories, more recently,
have given a gloss of respectabil-
ity to that formula, in away only
they can manage. Give Starmer a
unionflagandhelookslikeaparody.
Give Priti Patel oneand she seems
tosomelikeadefender of theredm.

and then dumped it all on
him.Hmm. .. whenHarry, whowas
on the podcast to flog his Apple
TV+mentd health series, says'ge-
netic", does he mean behaviour/
conditioning? Also, now that he
feels so wonderfully "freg", is he
ever going to find work where His
Royal Sufferingisn't the post-royal
moneyspinner?Peoplewith mental
health issues shouldn't be criticised
or lampooned. However, isn't this
new-age gibberish ("genetic pain”)
an insult to people who undergo
therapy and totherapy itself? Time
was when therewas a distinct line
between those who censured the
Sussexes and those, like me, who
felt that they had been given araw
deal. With every wallowing, near-
unintelligible utterance, that lineis
blurring.The reports about women
being forced to wear masks while
giving birth arehorrifying. Thechar-
ity, Pregnant Then Screwed, which
supports those who suffer preg-
nancy or maternity discrimination,
surveyed 936 women who under-
went childbirth in December and
found that onein five was madeto
wear amask. Thishappened despite
joint official health guidance from
theRoyal Collegeof Midwivesand
the Royal College of Obstetricians
and Gynaecologists in July that
women undergoing childbirth
should be exempt.You don't have
to have experienced giving birthto
feel shocked at the inhumanity of
this, but perhaps it helps. Women
madeto wear maskssuffered bregth-
lessness, claugtrophobia, fedings of
suffocation, asthma and panic at-
tacks. One woman vomited into her
mask; another felt she was dying.
Which is al too easy to imagine.
Childbirthinvolvesalot of bresthing
andnot justintermsof natural labour.
Mothers need to keep themselves
centred and cam and readily avail-
ableoxygeniscrucid for that. More-
over, childbirthishard work, women
get hot and sweat and thiscan go on
for sometime. How doesamask work
with that?There's a pandemic and
NHS workers should be as sife as
possible. Along the way, there may
have been confusion as to what the
mask protocol wasat any giventime.
However, nearly a year after it was
given, officid guidance on masksin
maternity wards must have been
widely known. What happened in
these instances - why were
women in labour treated so bru-
tally? When one woman became
distressed and ripped off her
mask, she was ordered to put it
back on. While everyone else in
these wards needs to be masked,
mothers deserve to be excused.

My pandemic comfort? (Google
reviews. They can be as
compelling asany TV drama

uman connection can often be

H found where you least expect it.
Google Maps, started as a
straightforward navigation tool, has be-
comein recent yearsan unlikely treasure
trove of humour and intrigue. With many
businessesin my areaclosed for much of
the pandemic, | took to exploring them
through the reviews that others had |eft
online. | havetraversed foreign citiesfrom
my sofa, idly dreaming of future holidays
via a one-line description of the perfect
snack bar.From reviews of alocal bistro
to the dry cleaner, | have stumbled on
snatches of city lifethat seem ascompel-
ling asany sitcom. Entire sagasareplayed
out in a few sentences, and | have read
elaborate tales of love, fights, breakups
and makeups. "The owners created a
drama around them, and chose us to ex-
press all their violence," begins one par-
ticularly ominousreview of abar, which
ends with: "We spent the night in hospi-
tal and my friend had to get surgery tofix
his nose."Some reviewers hold busi-
nesses to impossible stan-

L ouise Benson

flection on the community spirit of the
neighbourhood, with particular reference
to another former regular of the shop -
my mum, whosefuneral he presided over
four yearsago. It was an unexpected con-
nection that brought me close to
tears.Since then | have written reviews
for several of my favourite spots both
near and far, short treatises that are as
casually hyperbolic asthey are genuinely
emotional. | hope that these offer some
small support to the businessesthat have
suffered most during the pandemic, when
the precarious nature of our relationship
with them has never been clearer.Itisnow
rare to find a business that is not listed
on Google Maps, a darker sign of just
how entangled the US company has be-
come with every step we take out in the
real world. Thereputationsof small, fam-
ily-run businesses are on the line, while
their numerous critics are largely invis-
ible and unaccountable. Google has of-
ten portrayed itself as a friend to small
businesses, offering them the tools to
reach new patrons, but the

dards. Common complaints
include not being alowed in without a
reservation on a busy night, brisk ser-
vicefrom overworked staff, and even not
being ableto find the venue. Luckily, it's
not just the patrons who get the chance
to expressthemselves. Proprietorscanre-
spond with their side of the story, too.
One employee is unapologetic in a suc-
cinct reply to an unfavourable assessment

of their service: "I'mlikeamirror, you get
what you give." Another states: "You
have one review on your account; my
conclusionisyou areastingy git", along
with the advice to "get your tastebuds
tested". Owners often give lengthy ex-
planations in their own defence or pro-
fusely thank those who have left posi-
tive feedback, a reminder of the power
that these reviews can have.In the last
year | have chatted with the three broth-
ers who run my local corner shop in
Hoxton Street, east London, more regu-
larly than | have any family member or
friend. Their shop was the first business
that | took the step of reviewing myself
on Google Maps, a glowing assessment
of both their tinned goods and welcom-
ing manner. More recently | returned to
my review and discovered that the local
vicar had responded with a poignant re-

balance of power isstarkly
tipped only one way.An article in style
magazine the Cut last month described
how New Yorkers have been champion-
ing their own neighbourhood joints by
buying and wearing branded souvenirs
and merchandise from diners and
bodegas (the city's equivalent of corner
shops) alike. Since the pandemic began,
the writer argues, these items have gone

from fashion statement to something more
political - "wearing the shirt may mean
saving that bar". | fed similarly about
Google Maps reviews, which perform a
function that is both practical and
symboalic.l know there are others like me
out there. | can seethem in the hundreds of
reviews posted each day. There is some-
thing vaguely embarrassing about the
online versions of ourselves not intended
for those who know us, away from the
curated feeds of socia media. Like eBay
seller listings, Gumtree ads or posts on
Nextdoor, | writemy reviewswith thefree-
dom that comes with relative anonymity. |
enjoy thefact that eventhe owner of abusi-
nesswithwhom | exchangepleasantrieson
adaily basis will probably never know it
was me. More than atransaction, thesere-
views speak of the chance encounters and
flegting intimaciesof our daily lives.

Dualiparemindsfansof thethrillsof livemusic

l ' sualy, | find the Brit awards to
be as dry as a mouthful of
oatcakes, but this year's post-

poned ceremony seemed fresher than in

recent years, workingwithinthedisruptions
caused by the pandemic to put on amore

cregtive, exuberant evening. Following a

couple of closdly monitored trids, it was

one of the firgt landmark music events to

havewe comed back an audience, of 4,000

people, mostly key workers, dl extremely

upfor it. Therewasasplit second when the
excitement of a crowd smply being there
gave me goosebumps. Some of the perfor-

mances were videos broadcagt into the O2

Arena - the Weeknd sang in astormy box,

while Coldplay appeared with holographic

backing dancers on a pontoon on the

Thames, just outside - and | thought reign-

ing queen Dua Lipa might be performing

viavideo, too. She started amedley of hits
fromthisyear'scertified best dbum, Future

Nogdgia withaprerecorded dipof her sng-

ing on the tube (I moved away from Lon-

don amost ayear ago, but | know its spirit
will never leave me, because my first reac-
tionwasanindinctiveirritationthat it might
delay the service). As the doors opened,
she burgt onto the stage, into a skeleton of
atube carriage, in person, right there. The
performance was agtonishing and left no
one in doubt as to why Dua Lipa has so

dominated pop music over the past 18

months. It was the moment she first ap-

peared, in her union jack skirt and jacket,
that got me, becauseof theroar of thecrowd.

It was commund, thrilling and it made me

pine to be watching live music again. The

tentativepossibility of goingtoalocd venue
to see a show is moving closer, but the

nerves of the live music industry are jan-
gling and the government is doing little to
soothe them. The Association of Indepen-
dent Festivalshasissued ared dert , warn-
ing that 76% of festivals scheduled to take
placein July and August thisyear- and that
isjust thefedtivals till hoping to go aheed,
after many said they couldn't risk it - could
be cancelled without urgent
intervention.They need a safety net of in-
surance, incaseof unexpected Covid-related
issues. But last week, the culture secretary,
Oliver Dowden, said that any government-
backed insurance scheme would only be

Rebecca Nicholson

conddered after 21 June, whichisabit like
opening the bar after everyone has gone
home. TheBritish entertainment industry is
lucrative, but once again, despite the vast
number of jobs and huge income it gener-
ates, musicisbheing ghosted.Jennifer Lopez
and Ben Affleck have been photographed
together on what was reported to be a"'ro-
mantic kiing holiday" (an oxymoron: | have
never been skiing, but | doubt that anything
involving an item of clothing called
sd opettesencouragessexud frisson), while
oneof themost awaited tel evison events of

Wejust need to bring back jeansthe width
of ahouse and Body Shop Ananya lotion
and it will be asif the last 20 years never
happened.A longing for moresmpletimes
may bewhy the Friends obsession has en-
dured. Last week saw therelease of ateaser
cipfor TheOneWhere They Get Back To-
gether, areunion specia this month, with
theactorsappearing asthemsdvesandfea
turing other actors who played characters
ontheshow, also asthemsdavesand, oddly,
MaadaYousafza and David Beckham, set
to a dowed-down, melancholy version of
I'll BeThereFor You, whichmakesitlook a
bit like the in memoriam segment at an
awardsceremony. " Could weBE any more
excited?" asked Jennifer Aniston, posting
the clip, to which the obvious responseiis,
well, probably a bit more, yes.Ellen
DeGeneresstakshow will end efter its19th
season, but emphaticaly not, she says,
because of the BuzzFeed exposé about the
production having a"toxic workplace cul-
ture", tumbling ratings or that many celeb-
rities seem about as keen to appear asthey
would betomakeasequel to Ga Gadot and
pas cover of Imagine."Whenyoureacre-
ative person, you constantly need to be
chalenged, and as great as this show is,
and, asfun asit s, it'sjust not achalenge
any more," DeGenerestold theHollywood
Reporter. At firg, that sounds like "it's not
you, itsme', butitisasosuspicioudy close
to"it'snot me, it'syou".DeGeneressbrand
was built, famoudy, on her "be kind" do-
gan, which, as many have noted, seems at
odds with her penchant for practical jokes

i 1 that involvescaring thelife out of peopleor

the hidden camera tests to see if people
could behave decently.
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Cyclone Tauktae: Statesbrace Woman gang-raped ty 25
for very severe cyclonic storm 2

Kochi,May 16: CydoneTauktaehas
intensified into a very severe
cyclonic storm on Sunday, the India
Meteorological Department (IMD)
sad. Thewesather officeasowarned
that Tauktae is “very likely to
intensify further” during thenext 12

=

hours and may cross Gujarat coast
between Porbandar and Mahuvain
Bhavnagar district on Tuesday
morning.Though the cyclonic storm
is heading towards the coast of
Gujarat, it is causing continuous
downpour and gusty winds in
Kerala, Karnataka, Goa and
Maharashtra.An orange aert has
been sounded in three districts of
Kerda—Madappuram, Ernakulamand
Idukki and ayellow dertinall other

digtricts. IMD has said that the state
will receive isolated heavy to very
heavy rainfal even asTauktaemoves
further north in the Arabian Sea. It
has also warned of rough seas and
thunderstormsinthestatein coming
hours and urged the public to

exercise caution.The Kerala State
Disaster Management Authority has
instructed fisherfolk not to venture
into seatill further notice. IMD has
also informed that the effects of
Tauktaewill befdtin Keralafor next
24 hours.Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan took to Twitter and
said, “ According to @I ndiametdept
#Tauktage's effects will be felt in
Kerdafor another 24 hours. Average
rainfall over the last 2 days is

145.5mm. 200mm+ rain in Kochi,
Peermade dtations. Those on river
banks should be cautious, especialy
along Manimala and Achankovil”.
Hea so asked those being moved to
relief campsto carry masks, sanitizer,
medicines, prescriptions, certificates
andimportant documents.Torrential
rains aong with fierce winds and
high tidal waves wreaked havoc in
the state for the past few days. All
districts experienced very heavy
ranfdl. Many low-lying areas and
roadswereinundated. Severa houses

== were partialy or fully damaged and

many treeswereuprooted. Power lines
werefound snapped in various parts.
Relief camps were set up acrossthe
sate.In Karnataka, four people were
killedand 73 villagesin six districts
— three coastal and three in hilly
regions of the Western Ghats —
were destroyed due to Cyclone
Tauktae. Chief Minister BS
Yediyurappa stated the situation is
being closely monitored and rescue
and relief operations are ensured.
Maharashtra is another state that
has been affected by Cyclone
Tauktae. Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray ismeeting Union Home
Minister Amit Shah to discuss the
state’s preparedness for the
cyclone. The state is expected to
witness heavy rainfal later in the

day. Mumbai civic body has
decided to shift as many as 580
patients from three Covid care
facilities as a precautionary
measure.Thecyclonic stormaso hit
the coagtal areas of Goa on Sunday
morning. Heavy wind andrain have
caused severe damage in Pangji.
Roads have been blocked due to
uprooting of trees. Compoundwalls
and severd vehicleswere damaged
after treesfell onthem. Goaislikely
to witness heavy downpour for the
rest of the day.Cyclone Tauktae is
expected to makealandfal over the
Gujarat coast in the early hours of
Tuesday. It will cross between
Porbandar and Mahuva in the
Bhavnagar district.According to
IMD, after landfall, Cyclone Tauktae
will weskenrapidly andtravel inland
north-eastwards. However, along
the course, substantial rainfall will
be experienced across north India
Theremnantsof thestormwill cause
rains in Gujarat, Rgjasthan, Delhi,
Haryana and Uttarakhand until
Thursday.In the wake of the
cyclonic storm, Indian Railwayshas
cancelled or short terminated some
trains. Fishing operationshavebeen
totally suspended over east central
and adjoining southeast Arabian
Sea and along and off Kerala-
Karnataka-Goa-M aharashtracoasts.

forest by Facebook friend

Gurugram, May 16 : A
woman from Delhi was
allegedly luredinto aforest
by her Facebook friend and
was gang-raped by 25 men

through the night and
morning on May 3. The
woman approached the
cops 9 days after the
incident took place when
she eventually gathered
the strength to narrate her
ordeal. The woman, who
works asadomestic staffer
inDelhi, started livinginthe
capital around four years

Liz Cheney regretsvotefor
Trump but won't say she'll
leave Republican party

London,May 16: LizCheney
has become the figurehead
of the Never Trumpers,
Republicans seeking to
loosentheformer president’s
grip on their party, but the
Wyoming congresswoman
was for him in the last
election.Newly removed
from Republican House
leadership, Cheney spoke
to ABC’s This Week in an
interview to be broadcast in
full on Sunday.Asked if she
regrettedit, shesaid: “1 was
never going to support Joe
Biden and | do regret the
vote. | think that it was
based on policy, based on
sort of substance and what
| know intermsof thekinds
of policies [Trump] put
forward that were good for
the country. But that | think
it isfair to say | regret the
vote.” Cheney came out
against Trump after the
deadly attack on the US
Capitol on 6 January, by
supporters hetold to “fight
likehdl” inserviceof hislie
that his conclusive defeat
by Joe Biden wastheresult
of mass  electoral
fraud.Most of the

congressional GOP has
stayed behind Trump but
Cheney was one of 10
Republicansin the House to
votefor hisimpeachment, on
a charge of inciting an

insurrection. Trump was
acquitted at trial after only
seven Republican senators
could bepersuaded tofollow
suit.Cheney aso told ABC
that Kevin McCarthy, the
House minority leader,
should either voluntarily
testify before any 6 January
commission about his
conversationwith Trump as
the attack happened, or be
compelled to do so.Cheney
is a staunch conservative
and a daughter of Dick
Cheney, aformer
congressman, secretary of
defense and vice-president.
Assuch sheisamember of
aparty establishment either
beaten into near-silence by
Trump's harangues, like
Senate minority leader
MitchMcConnell; vilified by
Trump’s supporters, like

Utah senator and 2012
nominee Mitt Romney; or
simply acquiescent. Trump
remainsexcluded from socid
media over his role in the
Capital riot but on Saturday
he issued statements replete
with rants about supposed
electord fraud and*“ crooked,
disgusting, and very
dishonest media outlets’. In
one, he caled McConndll a
“weak and pathetic
leeder” .OnABC, interviewer
Jonathan Karl also asked if
Cheney would stay in her
party should Trump decide
to run for president again —
as he has hinted he might —
and then win the nomination
in2024.“1 will do everything
that | can to make sure he's
not the nominee,” Cheney
said. “And, you know
everything necessary to
make sure that that he never
gets anywhere close to the
Ovad Officeagain.” But, Karl
repested, would she remain
intheparty if Trumpwerethe
nominee?'l will not support
him,” said Cheney. “And
we' |l do everything | can to
make sure that doesn’t
happen.” Some Republicans
outside Congress have
mooted the formation of a
new conservative party.
Most observersthink such a
move unlikely to succeed.
Nonetheless the brewing

civil war in Republicanranks
was st to dominate the US
political talk shows on
Sunday.Cheney wasaso due
to be interviewed on Fox
News Sunday. Another anti-
Trump House Republican,
AdamKinzinger of lllinais,
wasbooked by NBC'sMeet
the Press. NBC a so booked
the Texas representative
Dan Crenshaw, a Trump
loyalist. CBS's Face the
Nation was due to feature
Joni Ernst of lowa, the only
woman in Republican
Senate leadership, who
this week criticised the
House GOP for
“cancelling” Cheney.
CNN'’s State of the Union
booked Fred Upton, a
Michigan representative
and moderate who has
been close to Biden.

ago. Thewoman met aman

|srael’s Netanyahu says Gaza attacks
will go on ‘as long as necessary’

Gaza,May 16: Israd’sprimeminister,
Benjamin Netanyahu, has said attacks
on Gaza will continue “as long
necessary”, amid continuing hostilities
that have o far killed 148 Palestinians
and 10 people in Isradl At least three
Pdegtinianswerekilledinearly morning
ardrikes hedthofficidssad, and many
were injured. The sounds of heavy
bombardment were heard through the
night.According to photographs

circulated by residents and journalists,
theairdrikescrested acrater that blocked
one of the main roads leading to Shifa,
thelargest hospita inthe Strip. Reported
effortsto agreeonatemporary ceasefire
to alow medics in Gaza to recover
people, alive and dead, from under
collapsed buildings appeared in
doubt. The UN security council wasdue
to hold an emergency meeting later on
Sunday to discuss the worst outbresk
of violence in years.Diplomacy has so
far failed to hdt the bloodshed. Hours
after Israel bombed a12-gtorey building
on Saturday that had housed the US
news agency Associated Press,
Netanyahu said the US president, Joe
Biden, had offered his “clear and
unequivoca support” during a phone
cdl.The White House said Biden had
“reaffirmed hisstrong support for |sradl”
to defend itself and also “raised
concerns about the safety and security
of journdigts’. Sincetheviolencebegan
on Monday, at least 41 children have

been killed in Gaza—nearly 30% of the
degth toll — according to officids. On
Saturday, | sradli airdrikeson Gazakilled
eight young cousins who had gathered
to celebrate Eid with their
mothers.Hamas and the Idamic Jhad
militant group have acknowledged that
20 of their members have been killed
since the fighting broke out.lsraeli
desthsfrommilitantsfiring doseto 3,000
rockets during the same period include

two children. Air defences have
intercepted roughly athird of therockets,
|gradli forceshavesaid.Overnight, Srens
warning of incoming rocket firewent of f
in Tel Aviv and its suburbs and in
southern Israel. About 10 people were
injuredwhilerunning for shelters medics
sad.The country’s military said the a-
Jdabuilding that it bombed on Saturday,
which housed Associated Press and
Qatar-based Al Jazeera media
operations, wasalegitimatetarget. It said
the high-rise contained Hamas military
offices, and that it had given warnings
to civilians to leave before the attack.
Associated Presscondemned theattack,
and asked lsrael to put forward
evidence. “We have had no indication
Hamas wasin the building or activein
the building,” the news organisation
sad in a gatement. A Palestinian man
looksonindishdief asfirefighterssearch
urgently for survivorsand bodiesunder
rubblein GazaCity early on SundayL ate
on Saturday, Netanyahu said | sragl was

“dill inthemidst of this operation, itis
till not over and this operation will
continue as long as necessary”.In a
burgt of airsrikesearly on Sunday, | srael
targeted the home of Yehya d-Sinwar,
Hamas's leader in the Gaza Strip, who
since 2017 has headed the group’s
politica and military wings in Gaza,
Hamas's TV dation said.Envoys from
theUS, UN and Egypt wereworking to
restore cam but had yet to show any
signs of progress.The UN secretary
generd, Antonio Guterres, reminded “all
ddes that any indiscriminate targeting
of civilianand mediastructuresviolates
international law and must be avoided
atdl costs’, UN spokesperson Stephane
Dujarric said in a statement on
Saturday.Hamasbeganitsrocket assault
onMonday after weeksof tendonsover

, acourt caseto evict several Pdegtinian

families in East Jerusalem, and in
retaliationfor |sradli policeclasheswith
Palestinians near the city’s a-Agsa
mosque, [Idam’sthird holiest Site, during
the Muslim holy month of
Ramadan.peaking to crowds of
protestersinthe Qatari capital of Doha,
Hamaschief Ismail Haniyeh saidlateon
Saturday that the underlying cause of
the hostilities was Jerusalem.“ The
Zionists thought ... they could
demolish al-Agsa mosque. They
thought they could displace our people
in Sheikh Jarrah,” said Haniyeh.“| say
to Netanyahu: do not play withfire,” he
continued, amid cheersfromthe crowd.
“Thetitle of thisbattletoday, thetitle of
the war, and the title of the intifada, is
Jerusdem, Jerusdlem, Jerusdlem.”Hames,
Idamic Jihad and other militant groups
had fired about 2,300 rocketsfrom Gaza
snce Monday, the Israeli military said
on Saturday.lsrael has launched more
than 1,000 air and artillery strikes into
the densdly populated coastal strip,
saying they wereaimed at Hamasand
other militant targets.There has been
aflurry of USdiplomacy inrecent days
totry toquell theviolence. Bidenalso
spoke with the Palestinian president,
Mahmoud Abbas, late on Saturday
and the US envoy Hady Amr wasin
Israel for talks.

named Sagar on Facebook
in January thisyear and the
two exchanged phone
numbers. The woman
started speaking to Sagar

on the phone and the two
struck a friendship. After
sometime, Sagar allegedly
proposed marriage to the
woman and offered to
introduce her to his
parents. The 23-year-old
man then asked the woman
to cometo Hodal where she
could meet his parents
directly.On May 3, the
woman travelled to Hodal
and met the 23-year-old
man. Instead of taking the
woman to meet his parents,
Sagar took hertoaforestin
Ramgarh village. Sagar's
brother and a group of his
friends were consuming
liquor near atubewell inthe
forest, The Times of India
reported. When the woman
reached the spot, the
accused allegedly pounced

on her and took turns to
rape her. The next day, the
woman wastaken to ascrap
dealer named Akash. At this
spot, the woman was

allegedly raped by five
men. When the woman's
condition deteriorated

after repeated sexual
assault, the five accused
dumped her near the
Badarpur border and
escaped. On May 12, the
woman went to the
Hassanpur police station
and lodged a complaint
against the accused. The
woman told the police that
therewasadelay infilinga
complaint as the woman
wassick. SHO Rajesh said
that they arrested Sagar on
Friday and efforts are
underway to nab the
others. A case was
registered against the
accused under relevant
sections of the Indian
Penal Code (1PC).

North Carolinajury awards
$75mto brotherswrongly
convicted of 1983 murder

London,May 16: Ajuryina
North Carolina federal civil
rights case has awarded
$75m to two, intellectualy
disabled half-brothers who
spent decades behind bars
after being wrongfully
convicted in the 1983 rape
and murder of an 11-year-
old girl. The eight-person
jury on Friday decided
Henry McCollumand Leon
Brown, who are both Black,
should received $31m each
in compensatory damages,
$1mfor every year spentin
prison, the News &
Observer reported. Thejury
also awarded them $13min
punitive damages. “The
first jury to hear all of the
evidence — including the
wrongly suppressed
evidence — found Henry
and Leon to be innocent,
found them to have been
demonstrably and
excruciatingly wronged,
and has done what the law
can do to make it right at
this late date,” Raleigh
attorney Elliot Abramssaid
after the trial. Abrams was
part of the brothers' legal
team. McCollumand Brown
have pursued the civil case
against law enforcement
members since 2015,
arguing that their civil rights
were violated during the
interrogations that led to
their convictions.The two

werereleased from prisonin
2014 after DNA evidence
that pointed to a
convicted murderer
exonerated them. They were
teenagers when they were
accused of thecrime, which
happened in Red Springsin
R o b e s o n
County.Attorneys for the
men have said they were
scared teenagers who had
low 1Qs when they were
questioned by police and
coerced into confessing.
McCollumwasthen 19, and
Brown was 15. Both were
convicted and sentenced
to death.McCollum spent
most of his 31 years in
prison on death row,
becoming North Carolina’s
longest-serving death row
inmate. Brown — who the
newspaper reported suffers
frommentd health conditions
related to his time in prison
and requires full-time care —
had his sentence later
changed to life in prison.On
Friday, the Robeson County
Sheriff’s Office, one of the
defendants, settled its part of
thecasefor $9m. Thetown of
Red Springs, originally
namedinthecivil suit, settled
in 2017 for $1m. Friday’'s
judgment cameagaing former
SBI agents Leroy Allen and
Kenneth Snead, who were
part of the origina
investigation.

Afghanistan: fighting resumesin south
after three-day ceasefirefor Eid

Kabul,May 16: Fighting between
the Taliban and Afghan
government forces has resumed
in the southern province of
Helmand, officialssaid, endinga
three-day ceasefire agreed by the
warring sidesto mark the Eid al-
Fitr holiday.There were clashes
on Sunday on the outskirts of
Lashkar Gah, the capital of
Helmand, which has seenintense
fighting since the United States
began its final troop withdrawal
from Afghanistan on 1 May, an
Afghan military spokesperson
and a local official said.“The
fighting started early today

morning and is still ongoing,”
Attaullah Afghan, head of the
Helmand provincial council, told
.Hesaid Tdiban fightersattacked
security checkpoints on the
outskirts of Lashkar Gah and
other districts.An Afghan army
spokesperson in the south
confirmed
resumed.The three-day truce
initiated by the Taliban and
swiftly agreed to by the Afghan
government had largely held
during the Eid holidays that
ended last night.Taliban political
spokesperson Suhail Shaheen
said the negotiating teams of the

fighting had

government and the Islamic
Emirate, as the Taliban refer to
their ousted regime, met briefly
Saturday in Qatar. They renewed
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for an early start to talksthat have
been stalled, he said.Despite the
ceasefire, at least 12 peoplewere
killed at amosque outside Kabul

L 3\'!

' worshippersarrived
~ “&= "™ o offer prayers on
their commitment to finding a the second day of Eid al-Fitr, the

peaceful endtothewar andcalled  US monitor of jihadist groups,

on Friday by abomb
blast claimed by the
jihadist Islamic
State group.lsis
said its fighters had
placed an explosive
device inside the
mosque and
detonated it after

Site, said late Saturday. The
bombing killed the imam of the
mosque, who was leading the
prayers.sis also claimed it blew
up several electrical grid stations
over the weekend.Before the
ceasefire, violence had surgedin
several provincesof Afghanistan
— including former insurgent
bastions
Kandahar.A series of blasts
outside a girls' school in Kabul
last week killed more than 50
people and wounded scores,
most of them female students.The
government blamed the Taliban,
but the group denied the attack.

Helmand and
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Thelndian Covid variant

Thenew variant of the Covid-19 virusfirst detectedin Indiacomes
inthreeforms. B.1.617.1 (abbreviated asvariant 1), B.1.617.2 (vari-
ant 2) and B.1.617.3 (variant 3). Each of thesehasadightly differ-
ent genetic makeup. Theonethat issurging in Englandisvariant
2.There is some good news and bad news about this variant,
based on the limited data we have available. The good news is
that we think it does not contain the 484K/Q mutation that has
been linked to some degree of vaccine resistance. So the current
AstraZeneca and Pfizer vaccines should work relatively well
against it, and at least protect most of us from severe Covid-19
disease and death. We do not have any evidence of this variant
causing more severedisease, either - at the moment. The bad news
isthat wethink all the"Indian variants' contain the L452R muta-
tion, whichisalso found in the " Californian variant”, and which
seemsto confer somevaccineresistance and possibly moretrans-
missibility. Variant 2 does seem to be spreading quickly in the
English population - possibly more quickly than even the exist-
ing B.1.1.7 "Kent variant”. It also contains a new mutation, and
we are not sure what this does yet - it may also be enhancing
transmissibility.What doesthisall mean, asEngland plansto open
up further on 17 May and then 21 June? More data is required
from laboratory and real-world popul ation studies but in the mean-
time, you could think of it like this. Some virologists are fond of
using the metaphor of animmunological landscape. Pictureasa-
vannah, with grassand, some hills and a mountain in the dis-
tance. We arethe prey - say, antelopes - while the virus takes the
form of predators, like hyenasor lions.If we are non-immune, you
could seeusasfeeding onlow-level grasslands. If theviruscomes
inamorerapidly spreading form (likethe Kent or Indian variant),
we could imagine this as a faster-moving predator chasing us
down.If we are vaccinated with at least one vaccine dose of a
fairly effective vaccine (for instance, AstraZeneca or Pfizer) or
have natural immunity, we might be standing on hills of different
heights, depending on the effectiveness of our protective im-
mune responses (and not everyone will respond to the vaccine).
Thismakesit more difficult, though not impossible, for predators
to catch us. Thisanalogy is not exact but may be quite useful at
thistime, in that not all antel opes chased by these predators will
die; in fact, most of the time, the antel opes escape.Most non-
immune peoplein the UK will not be exposed to the virus at this
timeof low virus preval ence. And where such non-immune cases
do get infected, most will only get mild Covid-19 disease (the
equivalent of afew scratches and bites). All the Covid-19 vac-
cinesarelikely to prevent severe disease and death, though they
may not protect you against mild or moderate disease.However,
new variants can always appear that may be able to bypass the
vaccineor natural immunity barriers- unlesswe keep readjusting
our Covid-19 vaccines (climbing higher hills) to keep out of their
reach.How can this analogy help us understand what may hap-
pen when we open up further on 17 May, asthe Indian variant is
surging across some areas of England - and when most under
under-40s and some over-50s are not yet vaccinated?f the In-
dian variant really is acting with enhanced transmissibility, then
after 17 May wewill have cheetahs chasing larger herds of ante-
lopes across the grasslands (that is, non-immune under-40s) as
we open up to indoor dining and other activities. Most of these
antelopes will escape being eaten, though many will have some
scratches and bites as they try to escape (equivalent to mostly
self-limiting mild to moderate disease). Thismay taketheform of
long Covid, which isarisk unvaccinated young peoplewill need
to seriously consider in the coming weeks.Some of these variant
2 cheetahs may have some hill-climbing capability (dueto partial
vaccine resistance with the L452R mutation), though again, most
of the antelopesthat are chased onthe hillswill still escape death,
and just sustain some scratches and bites during their escape.At
the moment, it istoo early to say if any mix-and-match vaccine
combinations are so protective that they can put us up on the
mountain top - out of reach of most of the current circulating
vaccine variants. But clinical trials are continuing, and we may
find an optimum combination, at least for awhile - until the next
variant comes along.What does this mean, practicaly? Try to
accelerate the vaccine programmeto give at | east one dose of the
vaccine to all those who have not yet been vaccinated in the 18-
to 50-year age group. Surge testing is unlikely to control this
variant 2 virus, so masking and social distancing will need to be
continued to reduce the spread of the virus asweimprove first-
dose vaccine coverage.We know that with any rapidly spread-
ing variant, there will be some more severe cases requiring
hospitalisation, so we need to brace NHS teams for this - par-
ticularly as they are trying to catch up with all the non-Covid
medical backlogs. If wereally arefollowing a"data, not dates’
approach, unfortunately, we may haveto consider delaying the
proposed 17 May and 21 June rel axation dates - if the numbers
of those requiring hospitalisation for more severe Covid-19 starts
to rise too much.

Indian Americans on high alert for newsfrom

families about Covid. And then our cal

ttending a cremation on a
A WhatsApp video call was not a

useof thechat servicel had ever
imagined. | wasused to examining tech-
nology for itspalicy, lega and economic
aspects, not to mourn someone'sdeath. A
move to the United States had meant
several things for us, but never had we
thought it would include adesperate son
watching his PPE-covered mother and
sister lighting the pyre of hisfather back
inIndia. Zoom fatigue of 2020 had been
real, but sitting through a havan, afire
ritua, performed 7,000 milesaway to pay
respects to the soul of my husband's fa-
ther taught me about a new use of the
ubiquitous app.In May, | lost my father-
in-law officially to Covid-19, but inreal -
ity because of a callous government,
mal practice by overworked doctors, and
swindlers taking advantage of the
pandemic.Crisesareclarifying. If thisone
has taught me anything, it was that you
should never be overconfident in your
blessings.| had lived through the pan-
demicin New York City with al thefear,
unpredictability, and the sirens of ambu-
lancesblazing. | had joined everyonein
letting out acollectivesigh of relief when
the US vaccinerollout had seen success
after success. Enthused by our second
shots of the Moderna vaccine, my hus-
band and | spent Wednesday, 29 April,
looking at tickets online for that long
overduevisit to seeour familiesinIndia
My father-in-law was eagerly looking
forwardto thistrip with child-like excite-
ment. Wewere going to havea 75th birth-
day celebration for him.We, intheIndian-
American community, livewith the con-
stant fear of that dreaded phone call
about the news of a loved one getting
infected by or succumbing to Covid-19,
worrying whether wewill reachintimeto
say our goodbyes. All of us unwillingly
plan for that rushed trip to the airport in
our heads.At 1 am EST, that phone call
told us that my father-in-law who had
been having mild symptoms of Covid-
19, after having received one dosage of
the Covishield vaccine, had taken aturn
for the worse. What followed that call
seems like adistant nightmare now. For
four days, my husband and | inNew York,
his brother-in-law in Mumbai, and his
sister on ground in Delhi, ran a control
roomwith at least 200 hundred peoplein
our network scrambling for home I CUs,
nurses, insulin, oxygen cylinders, con-
centrators, remdesivir, etc. Once we got
these, wemoved onto looking for aregu-
lar bed inahospital, then an O2 bed, and
then an ICU bed, across Delhi NCR.
There was no WhatsApp group, per-
sonal or professional network, family or
friendsthat wedidn't appeal to.Wefaced
mal practice from doctors who didn't
bother to ask about co-morbidities be-
fore administering steroids, misinforma-
tion, callousness, profiteering, fake medi-
cines, empty cylinders, and red tape at
amost every step. We called up every
single number forwarded to us as we
were |eft to arrange for everything. The
medical infrastructure of India's capital
city wasoverwhelmed. Most relativesor
friends could not cometo help either out
of fear of the disease if they were not
already sick, or because the Delhi gov-
ernment had imposed curfew. But weaso
met our share of good samaritans.
Strangers dropping off cylinders, leads
being offered for oxygen concentrators,
doctors ready to give us a crash course
to supervise my father-in-law, and medi-

cines that appeared magically from our
network. Thankfully, there was no time
to pay attention to our emotions or anxi-
ety. No dystopian novels, Kafka-esque
books, historical readingsabout warshad
prepared me for this. The best and the
worst of humanity emerged contempo-
raneously. When a friend helped us get
an ICU bed at Medanta - one of thefin-
est hospitals in the country - we all
savoured abrief moment of victory asif
getting a bed meant we had won the
battle of his life.l
went to fetch some
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theright questions before administering
dangerous cocktails of steroids to pa-
tients with co-morbidities, we have be-
come arepository of valuable informa-
tion on how to deal with hospital admin-
istratorswhowill takeour calls.My hus-
band is not innovating and making new
products for his company, but thinking
of creative ways to connect doctors in
theUSwith Indian patients. | am not law-
yering, but stewing in anger while coor-
dinating things with the family. We do
our hit to help, but
the news of deaths

water and call up my mother-in-law to
reassure her of a positive outcome for
her husband. | amagood liar, | told my-
salf. | didn't have time to ponder over
this statement as my husband, who had
been coordinating the hospital admission
with his sister, emerged in the bedroom
gesturing that hewasgone and they were
administering CPR.One does not drop
thingsdramatically likeinthemovies, but
one just freezes, momentarily. The mo-
ment seems to last forever before the
realisation that luxury of freezing isn't
availableto thosewho havetofigure out
death certificates, cremation process,
and the ever-important Aadhaar number
of that person who isnow a'body’.Hindu
custom requires the cremation of the
body within 24 hours of death. | have
often wondered why can't they embalm
thebodieslike some Christiansdo, so as
not to deprive loved ones of that last
goodbye. Much to the chagrin of my
mother, my father and | have often joked
about our preferred ways to die, rituals
we don't want followed, our favourite
water bodies around exotic locationsin
theworld wherewewant our ashesto be
strewn. This is our way of teetering
around the difficult conversation about
death and normalising it, because we
both know in our heartswhat such aloss
will do to each of us.I don't know what
my husband and his father had talked
about. But now | was privy to calls in
hel ping figure out gentle ways of break-
ing the newsto hismother, who washer-
self recovering from Covid-19. Do we
know anyonewho can help with thecre-
mation process? Will they release his
body to the family? What's his
grandmother'smiddle name (for the death
certificate)? Can the pandits carry out
rituals online? These are the questions
we were immediately inundated with.|
was angry at the artificial calamity cre-
ated by the government, but an unusual
calm engulfed my husband. Heimmedi-
ately sprung into channeling his ener-
giestowardsfinding familieswho needed
assistance. Currently, there is no dearth
of such people. Within an hour of his
father's death, he had posted messages
about the unused oxygen cylinders we
had gathered before he gasped for his
last breath, thefour out of six remdesivir
viasthat remained, and the oxygen con-
centrator that was used but no longer
needed.His son wanted to do something,
anything.So, hedid what hisfather would
haveliked - paid hisrespects by helping
saveanother life. Hecamly juggled this
while being warned by agrieving mother
to not even attempt coming home to a
country that had turned into awar zone.
Her perspicacity stunned me, her fero-
cious maternal instinct moved me.He
started fielding even more calls of dis-
tress and help. You see, now we are ex-
perts on how to verify sourcesfor basic
medical supplies, we can precisely ask

keeps coming. A 34-year-old here, a55-
year-old there, nine-month-old twinswho
haverecovered, and athree-year-old who
has not.For months, everyone told my
sceptic self to take it easy and not be so
cynical about the situation in India. |
had been told the country had won the
war on the pandemic. My favourite sci-
ence writer wondered in The New
Yorker: "Why does the pandemic seem
to be hitting some countries harder than
others?'. Themacho, marketing messiah

who occupiesthe seat of the PrimeMin-
ister of Indiahad boasted about our vac-
cinediplomacy at Davos, whilemy par-
ents complained about unavailability of
vaccines for their second jab. 'Think
positive', most of my Indian friendsand
family told me.But for me, thecrisiswas
no ‘'whodunnit'. If you have worked on
data, itsgathering and verification, like
my organisation in Indiadoes, it's hard
to fully trust what the Indian
government's narrative wants you to
believe. The Right to Information (RTI)
petitions my team was filing, and the
information that was being denied, por-
tended anew wave of the pandemic. Vi-
suals of India's assembly election ral-
lies, religious mass gatherings, sup-
ported and encouraged by the current
leaders, all spoke of super-spreader
events. The calls for help for hospital
contacts, beds, oxygen that had started
inApril wereturning into an avalanche.
The conversations with friends about
policy failures conversations had
stopped, most were too overwhelmed
with grief. | could barely keep my cool,
and lost it in an interview about tech-
nology companies and their role in the
pandemic, while coaxing my family to
vaccinate themselves.| have never been
inawar, but it feelslike several of those
| love and care for are in the middle of
onewhilel sit here, fully vaccinated and

came

helpless."What is happening in India
now is quite similar to what the United
States experienced in its coronavirus
surges," wrote Nobel prize-winning
economists Esther Duflo and Abhijit
Banerjeein TheNew York Times. | want
to scream at how wrong they are. New
York was awar, but against a virus not
against anegligent government that has
turned against its own citizens by
prioritising electoral victory over
people€'slives.Excitement used to be my
general state of mind, now anger
is.When politicianswant to tell methere
is no shortage of beds, | want to show
them my phone that never
quietens.When ministers want to
counter 'one-sided' narrative in global
media about the Indian government's
Covidincompetence, | want to bawl and
highlight thetruth of those of who have
lost lives, and the dead bodies floating
in the rivers.When courts don't grant
bail to political prisoners to see their
dying fathers, | question my law licence
and the defence of the constitutional

and moral values of my country.When
profiteers, hoarders, swindlers want to
get rich on essential medical supplies, |
fight to suppress the criminal thoughts
that cross my mind.When the official
death count stops at 3,000, | want to
show them the grainy video of my fa-
ther-in-law's cremation ground that
looks like a forest fire When most of
Indiapreaches about morality, religious
values, my mind can no longer suffer
that hypocrisy. Which part of the Hindu
religion teaches us that it's okay to cal-
lously watch your own people
die?When the pharmaceutical compa-
nies assisted by economies of the glo-
bal north tell usit's not about patents,
and ask "Who will makethese vaccines
nexttime", | wanttowail and tell themif
we don't stop this, there will be no next
time.But my anger, unless channelised
towardsreal change, isof no useto any-
body, says my father.The failure that
created thisapocalypseisnot over. The
waterfall effect of thiscrisisstill contin-
ues, with nearly 4,00,000 officialy re-
ported new cases every day. Every
death, every theft, every mistake all
point towards awarning for the human
race- unlessall of usaresafe, nooneis.
Last year it was China, then Italy, then
New York. Today itisIndia, Brazil, and
if weadll don't channel our anger towards
somereal action, it will be everyone.

Covid-pogtiveand pregnant? Therisk toyour child islow

cethestart of the COVID-19

andemic, there has been great

oncern about how to protect
themost vulnerable- particularly new-
borns. In past pandemics, newborn
babies and young people have been
at an increased risk of disease and
death. This has probably influenced
COVID-19 guiddinesin hospitalsand
healthcare systems.A recently pub-
lished globa survey found that new-
bornswere being separated from their
mothers in half the world's countries
last year as a precautionary measure
if the mother had tested positive for
COVID-19. Separating ababy fromits
mother at birth can have negative con-
sequences for the health of both the
mother and baby. This must be
welighed against the possible benefits
of keeping them apart.Yet morethana
year into the pandemic, the outcomes
for babies born to mothers who have
had COVID-19 remain largely un-
known and unreported, putting great
stress on families and healthcare
providersWith thisin mind, my col-
leaguesand | - working with the Pub-
licHedth Agency of Sweden-triedto
gain a better understanding of the

potential risksto babieswhose moth-
ers tested positive for coronavirus
during pregnancy or childbirth.We

were able to do this because, during
the pandemic in Sweden, the separa-
tion of mothers and infants at birth

has only been practised if either was
unwell, with breastfeeding alowed if
following strict hygiene procedures.
Our study looked at daily reports
made to three Swedish registries: the
National Quality Register for Preg-
nancy, the National Quality Register

Mikad Norman

for Neonatal Care, and the Communi-
cable Diseases Register. By cross-ref-
erencing these, it waspossibleto moni-
tor and report outcomes for babies
during both the first and second
waves of COVID-19.Altogether, we
captured the outcomes of 92% of all
babies born in Sweden between
March 11 2020 and January 31 2021.
This accounted for almost 90,000
births, making this one of the largest
datasets on this subject to date. We
found that 2,323 babies were born
during thisperiod to motherswho had
tested positive for COVID-19 during
pregnancy, with 642 mothers (28%)
testing positive at the time of
delivery.All babies born to mothers
who had tested positive were them-
selvestested between 12 and 24 hours

after birth. For babies admitted to a
neonatd unit, COVID-19testswerere-
peated at 48 and 96 hours after birth.
Only 21 babies (0.9%) tested positive
for COVID-19, most of them without
displaying any symptoms. A few ba-
bies were treated for reasons other
than COVID-19.However, babiesborn
to mothers who had had COVID-19
weremorelikely to beadmitted to neo-
natal care and to experience respira
tory problems. This, though, can be
explained by the higher number of
preterm birthsinthe COVID-19 group
than in the comparison group. We
found nodirect link between maternal
infection and neonatal respiratory in-
fection or pneumonia.That said, our
study addsto the evidencethat women
testing positive for COVID-19 are at
increased risk of preterm birth. In our
study, 8.8% of women who were
COVID-positiveduring pregnancy de-
livered preterm, compared with 5.5%
of those who were COVID-
negative.We a so found that COVID-
19 in the mother was not associated
with the death of the child. Sevenin-
fants born to mothers who had had
COVID-19died, dl from causesunre-

lated to COVID-19, with none of these
infantstesting positive for the disease.
Therewasa so no differenceinthemor-
tality rate of those babiesborn to moth-
ers who were COVID-positive and
COV I D-negativeduring pregnancy.Our
study, therefore, supportsarecommen-
dation that babies born to women who
havetested positivefor COVID-19while
pregnant or during ddlivery do not need
to be routinely separated from their
mothers at birth. Babies are very un-
likely to beinfected or tosuffer ill hedth
as a result of their mother having or
having had COVID-19.0ur research
also showed that breastfeeding seems
tobesafe: 94% of womeninthe COVID-
19 group were breastfeeding their ba-
biesat hospital discharge, with 99% of
their infantstesting negative. Thesmall
number of infants that were infected
showed no signsof infection.Although
not al countriesarelike Sweden - there
are population differences as well as
country-specific differences in
heslthcare and COVID-19 |levels- our
work should reassure pregnant women
in other countries (and their families)
that acoronavirusinfection during preg-
nancy posesalow risk.
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Pandemicsand their impact on
socio-political life and healthcare

Mumbai, May 16: FromtheAthe-
nianplague(430BCE), theAntonine
165-180 CE and Justinian plagues
(541-542 CE), thebubonic plaguecf
the 14th century, to the Spanish flu
outbresk in1918, theeffectsandre-
percussions of pandemics on the
various societieshave beenlagting,
sometimesinitiating changesinthe
ways how societies functioned a
that time. Whilesignificant portions
of the population diein pandemics,
overdl societiesdon't die; they sur-

vive by modifying the existing so-
cid norms that help them to cope
with the pandemic stress and fight
back. Thelikelihood of pandemics
hasincreased over thelast 100 years
owing to increased global integra:
tion and trave, rapid urbanization,
and increased exploitation of the
natura environment.Covid-19: As
Punjabfacesvaccineshortage, Sate
hopestojoin Covax facility; Check
detailsCovid-19 Lockdown
KolkataCoronavirus in India Live
News: Ddhi govt extendsCovid-19
lockdown for one more week; PM
Modi speaks to CMs of 4 hotspot
satesBesdes the gradua shiftsin
socio-political narratives, what
many nations have experienced
during pandemicsisthe suddenin-
creasein religiousness of asociety
asawhole, or agradual switchover
from one faith to another. Thisis
primarily because peoplewnhiletry-
ing to understand theunexplainable
turntoreligionto de-stressin situa-
tions that they cannot control or
fathom. The changeinrdigions, as

was seen after the Antonine and
Judtinian plagues, hasa so occurred
because spiritua heads of the new
faith have used the week morale of
common people at the time of
pandemics as an opportunity to
spreed ther faith. However, these
effectsaregradual and the changes
areoften spread over centuries. The
almost immediate effect of
pandemicsisaback-bregking stress
on the hedth systems, while dso
stressing many other aspects of a

to routine care (hedlth workers be-
ing diverted to tackle Ebola pa
tients) many patientssuffering from
malaria, tuberculosis, and AIDS
died; adding amost 11000 desths
inSeraleone Liberia and Guinea
These additiond desths, indirectly
related to the overburdened hedlth
caresystem caused by Ebola, nearly
equaled the 11,300 deaths which
were caused directly by the Ebola
virus in the three aforementioned
countries. Inthe2009influenzapan-
demic, anincreasing admission for
pneumonia and influenza patients
was seen somehow statistically re-
lated to agrester number of deaths
owing to heart attacks and strokes.
While such gatigticd relations can
be made, during an ongoing pan-
demicitisamostimpossibletodif-
ferentiate between the desaths that
are occurring directly due to the
pandemic disease and the onesthat
are indirect casualties of the
stressed out healthcare
system.Besides the stress of over-

“ 4y worked medicd staff, another ma-

society, which will be discussed in
brief here.The direct impact of
pandemicson the hedlth sector of a
nation can be catastrophic. In 14th
century Europe, the Black Death
wiped out amost 30-60 % of the
European population of that time.
Morerecently, theAlDS pandemic
has killed more than 35 million
peoplesincethetimeit first appeared
in 1981.Pandemics, moreoftenthan
not, tend to affect the ederly and
the young, the latter being the eco-
nomically active section of any so-
ciety, whichinturnleadstoimpacts
ontheeconomy of acountry. Some-
time infectious diseases show
chroniclongtermeffects, whichcan
become widespread during a pan-
demic, directly affectingthegenera
health and well-being of a
society. There are many indirect
health impacts too during the
pandemics that include decreased
accesstoroutinecareowingtovari-
ous factors. Asfor example, in the
recent West Africa Ebolaepidemic
(2014), owing to restricted access

jorimpact onthehedth systemdur-
ing a pandemic is the inevitable
problem of undergtaffing and the
unavailability of health workers
owing toillness and deaths among
these people. Being the front line
workers providing care to the pan-
demic victims they face constant
exposuretothedisease, andfor this
reason often the fatdity rates are
high anong such hedth workers.
As for example, during the West
AfricaEbolaoutbreskin2014, Liberia
saw thedeathsof 8% of their hedlth
service providers (doctors and
nurses) from Ebola.A study of the
history of epidemicsand pandemics
show that these disease outbresks
havethe potentid of disturbing the
functioning socio-political orders,
leading to clashes between citizens
and dates, disintegration of state
capacity, and large-scalepopulation
migration and displacement. All of
thesewere seen during the bubonic
plague of 1896 that had disastrous
effects on the Bombay Presidency.
The Assistant Commissioner of
Pune, W C Rand, who was &t that
time tasked with implementing the
Epidemic DiseaseAct of 1897, ini-

tidly made genuine efforts to pro-
viderelief by setting up quarantine
camps and hospita's, while disin-
fecting plague-affected areas. How-
ever, asthe Stuation worsened, he
adopted brutal measures, which
sripped Indians of their dignity.
Rand and his men (young doctors
backed by the army and police),
would publicly strip men, women
and childreninorder toinspect sen-
dtive body parts like their groins
and armpitsfor signsof thebubonic
plague. Infected individualswould
be forcibly quarantined or shifted
to hospitals. Often buildings, food,
clothes and other properties of the
affected individuaswereruthlesdy
burnt and destroyed, without their
permission, during the process of
disnfection. Additionaly many citi-
zensin Bombay refused to believe
that they wereinfected and refused
to go to hospitals and quarantine
camps. Sometimes, their protesta:
tionswould causelarge-scaechaos.
The bruta steps taken by the Brit-
ish adminigtration and the indigni-
tiesthey heaped ontheloca people
led to abuild-up of outrage, which
soon turned explosive with the
added fear of theunknown disease.
Once the redity of the plague be-
gan to snk in, panic ensued, and
thousands fled from Bombay, tek-
ing the plaguewiththem. Aspublic
outragegrew with each passing day
about the indignities, it had far
reaching consequences, and in
June 1897 Wadlter CharlesRandand
Lieutenant Ayerst (Rand's military
escort) wereassassinated.Inthepre-
modern world, pandemics led to
powerful socio-political upheavals,
which were caused by large num-
ber of deaths that resulted in sud-
den demographic changes. As for
example, in America many indig-
enoustribesand communitieswere
completely wiped out by theintro-
duction of smallpox and other dis-
eases, which led to acomplete col-
lapse of the existing indigenous
socio-palitica orders, makingthem
fal eadly to the brutal European
conquest. When Black Death
gripped Europein 1347, it wiped out
amost 50% of the total European
population of that time. By thetime

the pandemic turned less lethd by
theearly 1350s, the European socio-
politica world had changed draméti-
cdly. Before the Black Deeth's ar-
rival Western Europe was an over-
popul ated feudal society, with cheap
Iabor, serfswho had nofreedomand
no motivation for improving life
qualitiesor productivity, and alack
of socia mohility. However, with
large number of deaths, there en-
sued labour shortages, which made
the farmers free from their feuda
lords with more power to bargain.
The acute labour shortage aso led
to invention of new technologies
among agricultural communities,
which helpedinincreasing produc-
tivity to alarge extent. Many labor-
saving devices were aso invented
at thistime, such as, water pumps,
wegpons with gunpowder, and the
printing press. At this time many
farmers moved to towns for better
earnings, and entered the trade and
commerce world. As they suc-
ceeded and became wedthy, anew
socid class was crested, which is
now termed as the “middle class”
Thenewly richmiddleclassinturn
became patronages of art, culture,
literature, and science, which led to
aboom in cregtivity- an erathat is
now known in history as the
Renai ssance.Whilenoneof thepre-
sented impacts is to prove that the
current COVID-19 pandemicwill cre-
ate seismic outcomes, certain
lifestyle changessuch as socid dis-
tancing is definitely showing some
effectsontheexigting socia norms
of human exchanges. Globalisation
tooistakingapause, asnationswere
forced to shut down bordersfor fear
of transmisson, and thefear ill re-
mains as the second phaseis yet to
recede. COVID-19isadsobreaking
down the old established practices
of work from offices, which could
affect the concept of big citiesbuilt
around work hubs, large office
spaces, public transport systems,
etc., in the future. These coupled
with the devel opments on the eco-
nomic front can perhaps bring
about significant changes similar
to the ones that transformed the
European socid pictureduringthe
Black Desth.

Hospitality body FHRAI pleads PM Narendra Modli,
othersfor fiscal measuresto avoid ‘complete crumble

Mumbai, May 16: Asperthe
RBI data on the deployment
of gross bank credit to the
hospitality sector, the out-
standing amount for tourism,
hotels, and restaurants as of
February 26,2021, dood a Rs
48,102 crore,Maharashtra
curbs, maharashtra weekend
lockdown, maharashtranight
curfew, hotels nad resturants

including avietion, redlty, re-
tal, etc., that have taken se-
vereCovid beating. Asperin-
dustry estimates, amgjority of
the hospitality sector, which
comprises micro and small-
sized hotds and restaurants,
has witnessed revenues
plungingwithmultipleoutlets
and properties either shut or
on the brink of closure amid

association, joit secretary
pradeep shetty, losses of
restuarant owners, closing of

dinning faclities at
restuarantsfHotels and res-
taurants body Federation of
Hotel & Restaurant Associa-
tions of India (FHRAI) ina
representationto PrimeMin-
ister Narendra Modi has
pleaded for specid fiscd mea:
aures to rescue the hospital-
ity industry from severeCovid
impact. Intherepresentation,
which was also submitted to
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, MSME Minister
Nitin Gadkari, and Tourism
Minigter Prahlad Singh Petdl,
the federation requested for
athree-year moratorium ex-
tensononal loans, complete
walver ontheinterest of loans
from March 2020till thetime
businesses are normalized,
and a stimulus package for
the industry’s working capi-
tal requirements.Hospitality
has been among the sectors

the second wave of the pan-
demic.“SnceMarch 2020, the
industry has been struggling
to manage its statutory and
capital expenditure obliga-
tions. Without a moratorium
on EMIs and interest pay-
ments, the sector will com-
pletdy crumble...Our rightto
conduct business was taken
away but theright to recover
loans from us is being al-
lowed. Thisisdiscrimination
against our industry,” said
Gurbaxish SinghKohli, Vice
President, FHRAI.Pre-pack-
aged insolvency resolution,
MSME, IBCPre-packagedin
solvency resolution under
IBCfor MSMEs: Chdlenges
that may arise in
implementationM ayank
Kumar, upGrad co-founder
andMDM & Aispart of how
we will seek growth in this
ecosystem: Mayank Kumar,
co-founder,
upGradAccording to the in-
dustry figureshighlighted by

FHRALI, the hotd industry’s
totd revenuein FY 20wasRs
1.82|akh crorewhile around
75 per cent (over Rs1.301akh
crore) of FY 21 revenueises-
timated to be wiped off. As
per the data, on the deploy-

ment of gross bank credit to
the hospitality sector, from
the Reserve Bank of Indid's
April bulletin, the outstand-
ing amount for tourism, ho-
tels, and restaurants as of
February 26, 2021, stood at

Rs48,102 crore, upfromRs
45,184 crore asof February
28, 2020.“Due to financial
losses, 30 per cent of ho-
tels and restaurants in the
country have shut down
permanently and about 20

per cent haven't opened
fully since the first
lockdown. The remaining
50 per cent continueto run
in losses and revenues are
below 30 per cent of thepre-
Covidlevels.

‘Dogefather’ Elon Musk
tellswhen he would creste
hisown cryptocurrency

Mumbai, May 16: Teda'sElon Musk had earlier thisweek
decried the “insane” amount of energy required for pro-
ducing Bitcoin following his decision to suspend the use
of Bitcoin to sell his electric cars. He had also reiterated
hiscall for a“ Carbon tax” (afeeimposed on the burning
of coal, gas, and other carbon-based fuels) amid concerns
around “rapidly increasing use of fossil fuels for Bitcoin
mining and transactions, especially coal, which has the
worst emissions of any fuel,” as per a statement tweeted
by Musk on Thursday. While he might not use Bitcoin for
transactions unlessits mining movesto more sustainable
energy, itisthe Dogecoin that isincreasingly being backed

by Musk.Reasons why Dogecoin “wins hands down”
when compared to Bitcoin, according to Musk, included:
Doge speeds up block time 10X, increases block size 10X
& dropsfee 100X, hetweeted on Sunday. For Musk, heis
“the Dogefather” and “Dogecoin isthe people's crypto”.
It isalso less harsh on the environment than Bitcoin and
is more affordable due to its high supply than the crypto
king. But doesthat makeit perfect crypto that Musk would
want to stick to forever? Probably no and perhaps no-
body can then tell which crypto would be better than
Dogecoinfor Musk. If itisnot Dogecoin then Musk might
go ahead and launch new crypto altogether.m-cap com-
panies, top-10 most valued companies, TCS, Infosys,
HDFC bank, HUL, ICICI bank, Reliance Industries, State
Bank of IndiaM-cap of eight most val ued companies plum-
mets over Rs 1.13 lakh crorepetrol prices, diesel prices,
petrol diesel pricesin Mumbai, price hike, highest value-
added tax, incidences of local taxes, petrol pricescrossing
Rs 100 markPetrol, diesel price hiked again; petrol price
nearsRs99in Mumbai“Only if Dogecan't doit. Big pain
in the neck to create another one,” Musk tweeted on
Sunday.His tweet was in response to a suggestion for
launching a crypto that does everything he wants techni-
cally. “Why not just make acrypto from scratch that does
everything you want technically and hasalot of dev sup-
port and doesn’t have high concentration of ownership
at least initially?’ auser with aTwitter handle @lon_elon
had said.Importantly, Musk had on Friday said that heis
working on Dogecoin development to “improve system
transaction efficiency.” However, it wasn't clear if hewas
referring to better speed, energy usage, or its usability,
and more. Dogecoin’s price had declined nearly 22 per
cent during the early US hours on Sunday after Musk
called Dogecoina'hustle’ onthe American late-night com-
edy sketch show Saturday Night Live's (SNL) satirical
news programme Weekend Update. The ‘joke’ Dogecoin
wastrading at 52 Cents after peaking at 72 Cents on last
week’s Saturday, as per Coindesk.

Cairn identifies$70 bn I ndian assets for
selzing to recover amount due from govt

Mumbaim, May 16 : The assets
identified range from Air Indias
planes to vessals belonging to the
Shipping Corporation of India, and
properties owned by state-owned
banks to oil and gas cargoes of
PSUs, three peoplefamiliar withthe
matter said.Cairn, seizingto recover
amount, Air Indias planes, Ship-
ping Corporation of India, oil and
gas cargoes of PSUs, US to
Singapore for seizure of the
assetsThese assets are across sev-
eral jurisdictions, they said with-
out giving further details.UK’s
Cairn Energy hasidentified USD
70billion of Indian assetsoverseas
for potentia seizureto collect USD
1.72 hillion due from the govern-
ment — amove if successful will
put Indiain league with Pakistan
and Venezuelawhich faced similar
enforcement action over failureto
pay arbitration awards. The assets
identified range from Air Indias
planesto vessals belonging to the
Shipping Corporation of India, and
properties owned by state-owned
banks to oil and gas cargoes of
PSUs, three peoplefamiliar withthe
matter said. These assets are
across several jurisdictions, they
said without giving further details.
sale of ACs, peak season of April
andMa, localised lockdowns, surg-
ing Covid cases , pandemic
Stuation,Voltas, Daikin, Blue Star,
Panasonic , recalibration of
targets.Sdes of AC, other cooling
products again hit by pandemicin

peak season; cos now pin hopes
on extended summerStart-up firm
StanPlus, ambulances, covid tresat-
ment, StanPlusco-founder and CEO
Prabhdeep Sing, 3000 ambulances
with ventilators, 100 new ALS
ambulancesStanPlus plans to add
3,000 ambulances with ventilators
across Indiain 3 yearsCairn plans
to move courts in the US to
Singapore for seizure of the assets

in absence of Indian government’s
refusal to honour an international
arbitration award. “ Thelndian gov-
ernment naturally will challenge
such seizure but to save the assets
it may haveto pawnmoney equiva
lent to the value of assets in some
financia security such asbank guar-
antee. The court will return such a
guaranteeto Indiaif it doesnot find
meritin Cairn’'scase. But the surety
will bepassed onto Cairnif thecourt

findsthat Indiahad failed to honour
itsobligation,” a source said.Cairn
has got an international arbitration
award — which overturned levy of
retrospective taxes and ordered
New Ddhi to return the value of
sharesit had sold, dividends seized
and tax refundswithheld to recover
such taxes— registered in the US,
UK, France, the Netherlands,
Singapore, Mauritius, Canada’'s

Quebec province, Japan and
UAE.Now it has started moving
courtsto get adeclaration that State-
owned entities are alter egos of In-
dia and they should be held liable
for discharge of the arbitration
award in absence of the govern-
ment making payments. Cairn on
May 14filedalawsuitinaNew York
court to get Air Indiarecognised as
the ater ego of India and that “it
should be held jointly and sever-

aly responsiblefor India sdebts, in-
cluding from any judgment result-
ing from recognition of the
award”.Onceacourt recognisesAir
India as the dter ego of the Indian
government, Cairn can seek attach-
ment or seizure of its assetsin the
USsuchasairplanes immovableas-
sets and bank accounts to recover
the amount it was awarded by the
arbitrationtribund . Themoveissmi-
lar to a court in the British Virgin
Idands ordering in December last
year that hotels in New York and
Paris owned by Pakistan Interna-
tional Airlines would be used to
settle a claim against Pakistan's
government by aCanadian-Chilean
copper company. Crystallex Inter-
national Corp had brought asimilar
lawsuit to attach property of
Petroleos de Venezuela, S.A
(PDVSA), thestate-owned oil com-
pany of Venezuela, in Delaware
coupleof yearsback after theL atin
American country failed to pay the
firmUSD 1.2hillionthat anarbitra:
tion tribunal had ordered to pay in
lieu of the 2011 seizing gold depos-
itsheld and developed by thefirm.In
2012, Elliott Management, a
buccaneering American hedgefund
which held distressed Argentine
bonds, seized a handsometall ship
belonging to Argentina' s navy. Re-
cently, French courts ruled that a
dtifled creditor could seize a busi-
ness jet belonging to the govern-
ment of Congo-Brazzavillewhileit
was being serviced at a French air-

port, aswell asUSD 30 millionfrom
a bank account of the country’s
state oil company.While the fi-
nance ministry has so far not com-
mented on the Cairn move, sources
said India will take dl necessary
steps to defend against any such
“illegal enforcement action”. India,
they said, will contest themoveon
grounds that the government has
challenged thearbitration awardin
theappropriate courtin TheHague
and it is confident that the award
will be set aside.Sources said the
government has also engaged a
counsel team which isready to de-
fend against any enforcement
action.While they maintained that
neither the government nor any
PSU hasreceived any such notice,
people aware of the Cairn lawsuit
said the case hasbeen brought only
on Friday and noticesin due course
will come to the concerned
authorities. The sourcessaid asand
when any such notice is received,
the government/ concerned
organisation shall take all neces-
sary steps to defend against “any
such illegal enforcement
action” " Cairn istaking the neces-
sary legal steps to protect share-
holders' interest in the absence of
aresolutionof thearbitral award,” a
company spokesperson said com-
mentingontheissue “Carnremans
opento continuing congtructivedia:
loguewiththe Government of India
to arrive a a satisfactory outcome
to this long-running issue.
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CM Sarma reviews prevailing
COVID gtuation with DCs, SPs

transportation of COVID positive patients from their home to COVID care
centres. He al so asked them to declare more micro containment zonesin their
respectiveterritoriesif the number of positive casesincreasein their areas. He
also asked the DCsto provide essential commaodities worth Rs. 2 thousand to
the poor people living in containment zones. Stating that acting against the
COVID isthe primary task of the government of Assam, Sarma said that the
DCs, SPs, Joint Directors of Health and other stake holders should work asa
team in their respective districts to give people succor from the pandemic.
Sarmaalso asked the civil and police administration to remain vigilant for the
third wave and put up a brave front against wave. Health and Family Welfare
Minister Keshab Mahanta, Political Secretary to the Chief Minister Jayanta
MallaBaruah, DGP Bhaskar Jyoti Mahanta, Principal Secretary to the Chief
Minister Samir Kumar Sinha, Principal Secretary Health and Family Welfare
Anurag Goyal, Principal Secretary to Revenue and Disaster Management
Avinash Joshi, Principal Secretary to Home and Political Neerg) Verma, Mis-
sion Director National Health Mission Laxmanan S and other senior officers
were present during the conference.

Chief Minister Sarma visits
GMCH at 2.30 am to oversee

the arrangements put in place to meet the emergency needs of the COVID
patients. He also expressed his gratitude to doctors, nursing staff and other
paramedical staff for their dedicated services round the clock. Chief Minister
Sarma also visited the oxygen plant at the GMCH premises. Later talking to
media, Chief Minister Sarmasaid that it has been one of the priorities of the
State government to step up the midnight critical care servicesat all the medi-
cal colleges in the state. He also said that it is heartening that emergency
servicesin the medical colleges at odd hours have been streamlined. He said
that steps have been taken for the senior doctors to be on duty during the odd
hours so that patients get the same level of treatment at all hours during the
day. Talking on the COVID situation, Chief Minister Sarma said that though
the number of COVID patientsin several parts of the city are reportedly com-
ing down marginally, the government under no circumstance would lower its
guard against the pandemic. Works are going on to ramp up the infrastructure
asthe COVID hospital at Sarusajai would be made 300 bedded, Sarma added.

Containment Zones Withdrawn In
Wards 8, 16, 28 in Guwahati

2 from Dhubolia, Itabolajunction to AK Road to Ambari Temple.

WARD 08

On the northern side, the central line of Brahmaputrato the back of Sonaram
field up to Kedar road.On the eastern side, Kedar road to AT road up to
Chabipool and Satijoymoti road.On the southern side, east of Netaji Subhas
Road upto Fatasil Bridge upto GS Colony road.On the western side, River
Bharalu to AT Road to Sonaram field.Earlier on May 5, the said three wards
were declared containment zones after more than 400 COV 1D cases were de-
tected in each of the wards.Kamrup Metro District Administration had set a
benchmark Of 400 active Covid cases to declare a ward as containment
zone.Under Gauhati Municipa Corporation, there are 31 wards, and ward number
28 hasregistered 743 active Covid case, ward 16 has recorded 509 cases, and
415 cases were detected in ward 08.The closure of all shops and commercial
establishments by 11 am on all days and restriction of movement or curfew
from 12 noon to 5 am will commence from Sunday until further notice by
Assam State Disaster Management Authority (ASDMA).Earlier, the curfew
time period was 1 pmto 5 am.The ASDMA on Saturday ordered the closure of
all shops and commercial establishmentsby 11 AM on all days.The decision
was taken due to worsening COVID-19 situation in the state.The order also
read that all vehicles will be allowed to operate with an odd-even formula
between 5AM to 12 PM. Government vehicles and essential service vehicles
however will be alowed to function during the curfew period as well.Other
guidelines remain the same except for modification of timings:All shops and
commercia establishments shall shut down at 11 AM on all days.Weekly
haats/bazaar shall not be allowed for 15 days.Restaurants, Dhabas and other
eateries can entertain dine-in guest only up to 11 AM after which only home
delivery of food will be allowed.Restaurants operating within aHotel or Resort
can alow outside guests up to 11 AM only after which only in-house guests
of the Hotel/Resort may be given room service.Delivery of essential goods
through e-Commerce may continue with observance of COVID appropriate
behavior.Cold storages and warehouses may continue after 11 AM. However,
sale counters, showrooms etc attached to these warehouses or cold storages
shall not operate after 11 AM.Pharmacies, Hospitals, Animal Care Centresand
Veterinary clinics may operate without restrictions being providers of essen-
tial and emergency services.All Educational Institutions including Schools/
Colleges/Universitiesmust provide quality virtual options. No physical classes
shall be allowed for 15 days.All offices both Government and Non-Govern-
ment shall shut down for 15 days.Government/semi-government officersin
the rank of Deputy Secretary and above and senior executives in the Non-
Government sector along with their key support staff will be allowed to attend
office up to 11 AM for emergency and essential works. However, 9 and 10
abovewill not be applicablefor organizations rendering Essential/Emergency
Services. Law Enforcement Services and Electionswork.In casethetest posi-
tivity of COVID-19inany areareaches5% or moreinthelast oneweek, District
Magistrate will notify such areas as containment zone and ensure necessary
containment measures for COVID-19 as envisaged in MoHFW, Gol advisory
dates 25th April, 2021 annexed with MHA order dated 29th April, 2021.12
Marriages and religious functions will be only private affars and be allowed
with the presence of maximum of 10 (ten) persons. No reception partieswill be
allowed post or pre marriage.Funeral/last rites related gatherings shall not be
more than 10 persons.All religious places shall remain closed for 15 days.
However, the religious head of a religious place or his representative may
perform minimal religiousritual s/prayers.All public transport will beallowed
to operate only upto 30% of seating capacity.Auto Rickshaws, cycle rick-
shaws, and taxis shall operate with one driver and two passengers.Pillion
riding will be totally prohibited in two-wheelers, except with women and
children.All vehicles other than government vehicleswill be alowed to ply in
accordancewith an odd-even formulato be decided by thejurisdictional District
Disaster Management Authority between 5AM to 2 PM. However, thisrestric-
tion shall not apply to personal vehicles used for medical emergencies.There
shall beatota ban onthe movement of individualsfrom 12 Noonto 5AM daily
except for exemptions specified in the order dated May 4, 2021.

‘Arrest Me Too': Rahul Gandhi
challenges over arrests on posters

his Twitter profile picture to that of the poster questioning the Prime Minister's
policy decision on COVID-19 vaccinedistribution.Several other |eaderstoo con-
demned Centre'saction for curtailing thefreedom of speech. The posterswere put
upin Delhi and at least 17 people have been arrested by the Delhi police."Modiji
humare bachon ki vaccine videsh kyu bhel diya (Modiji why did you send vac-
cinesof our children to foreign countries?)" the postersread. Asmany as 25 FIRs
under Sections 188 (disobedienceto order duly promulgated by public servant) of
the Indian Penal Code and other relevant sections, including Section 3 of the
Prevention of Defacement of Property Act was registered for putting up the
posters.The backlash for the Centre comes as India struggles against a devastat-
ing second wave of the COVID-19 that has overwhel med the healthcareinfrastruc-
tureof thecountry.Meanwhile, therewere 3,11,170 new COVID-19 casesand 4,077
deathsin thelast 24 hours. India has recorded atotal of 2,46,84,077 coronavirus
infections, of which, 2,07,95,335 people haverecovered, while2,70,284 havedied
of thefatd virus. Thereare till 36,18,458 active casesin the country.

Covishield second dose appoint-
ment booked already won't be

picked the second dose of vaccine even if the period for him/ her islessthan

84 days, COWIN systemwill allow vaccination of such beneficiaries, the noti-
fication stated. Three Bengal BJP |egidlatorsdetained, tradersheld for flouting
lockdownThe facility, on May 13, began producing medical oxygen to meet
the demand for the life-saving gas following a surge in Covid cases in the
state.| SRO team at Sterlite Copper plant to help fix snag affecting oxygen
productionEarlier thisweek on May 13, the Centre had extended the gap be-
tween the first and second doses of Covishield vaccineto 12-16 weeks based
on the recommendations by the Covid Working Group chaired by N K
Arora.“ The Government of Indiahas communicated this change to states and
UTs. The Co-WIN digital portal has also been reconfigured to reflect this
extension of interval for two doses of Covishield, manufactured by Serum
Ingtitute of India(Sl1) to 12-16 weeks,” the ministry said."However, there have
been reports in a section of the media suggesting that people who had pre-
booked their appointments for the second dose in less than 84 days on Co-
WIN are being turned back from vaccination centres without getting the sec-
ond dose of Covishield,” it said." Additionally, already booked online appoint-
ments for the second dose of Covishield will remain valid and are not being
cancelled by Co-WIN. Further, the beneficiaries are advised to reschedule
their appointments for a later date beyond the 84th day from the date of the
first dose of vaccination," the ministry added.Also read | Delhi extends
lockdown by aweek even ascasesdipto 6K. Kejriwal explainswhyThe Union
government has reiterated to the states/UTs that online appointments booked
for second dose of Covishield prior to this change of theinterval between the
two doses of Covishield, must be honoured.It advised the states/UTs that the
field staff may be instructed that, if such beneficiaries do come for vaccina
tion, "the second Covishield dose must be administered and they must not be
turned away".They have also been asked to undertake awareness activitiesto
inform the beneficiaries about this change.

Cyclone Tauktae to bring light
thunderstorms, rain over coastal

Rescue and relief teams of the Army, Navy and Coast Guard, along with ships
and aircraft have also been deployed.The incoming cyclone has intensified
into a "very severe cyclonic storm" over the east-central Arabian Seaand is
very likely to intensify further during the next 12 hours, said the IMD on
Sunday morning.At least four people have lost their lives and 73 villages
across six districts in Karnataka have been affected due to the severe intensi-
fication of Cyclone Tauktae.Severe cyclonic storm Tauktae intensified over-
night into a “very severe cyclonic storm” over east-central Arabian Sea, the
weather office said.100 rescue teams are deployed for six states — Kerala,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, Maharashtra, and Goa.Over six districtsin-
cluding three coastal districts and three Malnad districts of Karnataka have
received heavy to extremely heavy rainfal in the past 24 hours due to the
effect of Cyclone Tauktae.Karnataka Chief Minister BS Yediyurappaisclosely
monitoring the cyclone situation in coastal areasand isin contact with district
in-charges and ministersto ensure rescue and relief operationsin the affected
districts."We are closely monitoring the cyclone situation in coastal areas, |
am in contact with district in-charges and ministers and DCs of the affected
districts to ensure rescue and relief operations,” Yediyurappa tweeted.” Due
to cyclone Tauktae, heavy to extremely heavy rainfall was observed over 6
districts, 3 coastal districts and 3 Malnad districts in the past 24 hours. The
rainfall isaccompanied by gale winds speed reach 70 to 80 km/hour, gusting at
times upto 90 km/per a ong and off Karnataka Coast. So far, 4 people havelost
their lives, 73 villagesaffected,” said the Karnatak State Disaster Management
Authority in an official statement issued today.

MP Rajeev Satav Dies of Covid
Related Complications

Gujarat.All India Congress Committee general secretary K C Venugopal said
the Congress has lost its frontline warrior.Congress chief spokesperson
Randeep Surjewala said he has been rendered speechless due to the loss.
“Today | lost afellow who took thefirst step of public lifewith meintheYouth
Congressandwalked dongtill today ... Wewill waysremember Rgjeev Satav's
simplicity, ever smiling, connected to the grassroots, loyalty and friendship.
Good bye my friend. Keep shining, wherever you are,” hetweeted.Meanwhile
Financial Express's managing editor Sunil Jain passed away in New Delhi on
Saturday due to post-Covid-19 complications. Assam Chief Minister Dr.
Himanta Biswa Sarma condoled the senior Indian journalist’s unfortunate
demise.Jainwasfighting for hislifein All Indialnstitute of Medical Sciences
(AlIMS).Dr. Sarmatweeted: One of the most erudite businessjournalists, Sunil
Jain will be remembered as a shining light of Indian journalism. | am deeply
pained to learn of hisdemise. | send my prayersand condolencesto thefamily.
Om Shanti.Jain'ssister Sandhyabrokethe newson Twitter, “\Welost my brother
Sunil Jain this evening to Covid+ its complications. Doctors, staff at AIIMS
battled heroically, but the demon was too powerful. May Tirthankaras guide
his onward journey; deep gratitude to all who stood by us in these darkest
days,” she tweeted.As per reports, over the last 24 hours, Jain suffered mul-
tiple organ failure, said doctors at AIIMS, where he was admitted on May 3
with his oxygen evels dropping. He had a cardiac arrest earlier today, was
revived, but passed away after a second cardiac arrest around 8.30 p.m.On
May 3, Jain wrote hislast tweet and informed Tweeples“ Thank you everyone
for al thehelp | don’t even know whom.all to thank AminAlIM S emergency
now So I’'m safe hands’ Paying condolences, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said, “You left ustoo soon, Sunil Jain. | will miss reading your columns and
hearing your frank as well asinsightful views on diverse matters. You leave
behind an inspiring range of work. Journalism is poorer today, with your sad
demise. Condolencesto family and friends. Om ShantAnant Goenka, execu-
tive director of the Indian Express group, which owns the Financial Express,
described Jain as a friend who was of unguestionable integrity and inspired
with his professional commitment.Jain was 58 and is survived by his wife
Namita and son Abhinav.Jain's wrote the weekly column, Rational Expecta-
tions, that focused on macro-economic issues and on sectoral areaslikeinfra-
structure. He started hisjournalistic career asareporter in IndiaToday in 1991,
and then moved to work for The Indian Express, Business Standard, and
finally the Financial Express.

Non-Bailable Warrant Against
Wrestler Sushil Kumar, 6 Others

in the Delhi-NCR region and neighbouring states to nab him.The victims al-
leged that Kumar was present at the spot when the clash took place, he had
said. The wrestler who died was 23 years old. He and two of hisfriends were
brutally assaulted allegedly by other wrestlersinside the Chhatrasal Stadium
inthe northern part of the city last Tuesday night.According to the police, the
brawl involved Kumar, Ajay, Prince Dalal, Sonu, Sagar, Amit and others. A case
was registered under various sections of the Indian Penal Code and the Arms
Act at theModel Town Police Station.Dalal (24), aresident of Jhajjar in Haryana,
was held in the case, police had said.

Three more firms get the nod to
produce Covaxin

Covid Surakshascheme, hasgiven agrant of 765 croreto Mumbai-based Haffkine
Biopharma ceuticals, ? 60 crore to Indian Immuno logicals Limited of National
Dairy Development Board, and ?30 crore to Bharat Immunologicals and
Biologicals Limited (BIBCOL), a DBT facility at Bulandshahr in Uttar
Pradesh.While Haffkine will help produce an additional 20 million doses per
month when the facility isready, BIBCOL can produce 10-15 million dosesa
month, the statement said.

Centre issues new COVID-
19 guidelinesto curb
coronavirusspread in peri-
urban, rural and tribal areas

New Delhi, May 16 : The Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare on
Sunday issued anew set of guidelinesto check the spread of the deadly novel
coronavirusin peri-urban, rural and tribal areas of the country. Therulesaso
suggests surveillance, screening, home and community based isolation and
planning for health infrastructure for managing the COVID-19infection at the
rural level.Taking to Twitter, the health ministry informed about the issuance
of the SOPs for COVID-19 management in peri-urban, rural and tribal
areas.Health Ministry hasissued an SOP on #COV D19 Containment & Man-
agement in Peri-urban, Rural & Tribal areas.The health ministry guidelines
said that in every village, active surveillance should be donefor influenza-like
illness/severe acute respiratory infections(ILI/SARI) periodically by ASHA
with help of Village Health Sanitation and Nutrition Committee (VHSNC).The
ministry also saysthat identified suspected COVID cases should link for test-
ing to the health facilities either through rapid antigen testing or by referral of
samplesto nearest testing laboratory, in accordancewith ICM R guidelines. The
guidelines states that COVID patients should also be counselled to isolate
themselves till test results are available. "Those asymptomatic but having
history of high-risk exposure to COVID patients (exposure of more than 15
minswithout amask within 6 feet distance) should be advised quarantine and
tested asper ICMR protocol," thereport says.Earlier, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi chaired a high-level meeting on the COVID-19 situation and directed
government officialsto make adistribution plan for supply of oxygento rural
areas and scale up health infrastructure. The second wave of COVID-19 has
taken the rural areas in its grip. With reports suggesting that cases of infec-
tions in rural areas are much higher as most of the patients are not even

PM Narendra Modi speaks

toCM of 3 statestotake
stock of COVID-19 stuation

New Delhi, May 16 : Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday (May 16)
spoketo chief ministers of three states and one union territory including Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh and Puducherry to discuss the COVID-19
situation there. The Uttar Pradesh CMO informed that PM Modi held a de-
tailed review on various issues including oxygen supply, free vaccination to
every person and vaccine wastage. “During the discussion, received guid-
ance from the PM on issues including oxygen supply, free vaccination to
every person and on how to stop vaccine wastage in the State,” the UP CMO
tweeted. In his discussion with Chhattisgarh CM Bhupesh Baghel, the latter
said that coronavirus testing has been increased in the state. “ The positivity
rate is steadily declining, attention is being paid to rural areas of the State,”
Baghel was quoted as saying by ANI. He added that additional teams have
been deployed in the areas where the infections are still on the rise.Baghel
also urged the PM to ensure an adequate amount of coronavirus vaccines to
the state. Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan are among the ten states that reported
74.7 per cent of the new cases in the last 24 hours, as per the Union Health
Ministry. While Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh and Uttar Pradesh are among theten
statesthat cumulatively account for 74.69 per cent of India’stotal active cases.
UP and Rajasthan are among the ten states that account for 75.55 per cent of
thenew COVID deathsinthelast 24 hours, the health ministry stated. On May
8, PM Modi had dialled Maharashtra Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray,
Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivrg] Singh Chouhan, Himachal Pradesh
CM Jairam Thakur and Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin to take stock of
the COVID-19 situation in the states.

"Delhi Has Seen Recovery But...":
L ockdown Extended By Another Week

New Delhi, May 16 : Lockdown has been extended in Del hi for another week,
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal has said, pointing to the Covid numberswhich
while on decline, are yet to reach below 5 per cent positivity rate. All the
current restrictionswill remain in place, including the metro servicewhich was
shut last week."We have been witnessing good recovery following the
lockdown. Coronavirus cases have been on a decline," Mr Kejriwal told re-
porters today."We don't want to lose the gain that we have made in the last
few days. We are extending the lockdown for one more week. Instead of to-
morrow, lockdown isextended till next Monday, 5amin Delhi," headded.While
the positivity rate, which stood at 35 per cent in mid-April, has dropped to
nearly 10 per cent, doctors say this needs to be pulled down below five per
cent.Delhi had recorded 6,430 coronavirus cases on Saturday morning over a
period of 24 hours -- the lowest since April 7. There were 337 deaths in the
sameperiod. Medical expertshave attributed the drop to the lockdown."Inthe
last 24 hours, Delhi saw 6,000 cases. Positivity rate hasdropped to 10 per cent.
Gradually, Delhi iscoming back ontrack. | hopetherecovery will be better next
week. Restrictionswill bethe sameasbefore," the Chief Minister said today. This
would be the fifth week of the lockdown imposed on the national capital as
Covid numbers skyrocketed in April, bringing the healthcare system on its
knees. Hospitals had to struggle without oxygen, beds and drugs and social
mediawas flooded with distress messages from families of patients. The over-
all numbers in the country has undergone a drop as well, with a number of
other states issuing restrictions.With 3.11 lakh fresh coronavirus infections,
Indiasaw thelowest risein daily COVID-19 cases after agap of 25 days. The
number of fatalities rose to 2,70,284 with 4,077 new deaths according to the
health ministry datathis morning.

Delhi govt setsup oxygen
concentrator banksin every
district tofight COVID-19

New Delhi, May 16: Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal in apressbriefing,
on Saturday (May 15, 2021), announced that the city hasreported 6,500 COVID-
19 cases in the last 24 hours and the positivity rate has dipped to 11 percent
now.“Inthelast 24 hours, 6500 cases have been reported in Delhi, the positiv-
ity rate has further gone down to 11%. So Corona'simpact is going down in
Delhi. 1000 ICU beds have been set up within 15 days, our doctors and engi-
neershave set an example. | thank them,” said Delhi Chief Minister. Delhi Chief
Minister also stated that the government has set up oxygen concentrator
banksin every district and promised doorstep delivery of oxygento COVID-19
patients, in order to fight the oxygen crisis in the city. “From today, we are
starting a very important service- we're starting oxygen concentrator banks.
Essential to provide oxygen to COVID patients, on time. We've started thisfor
such patients,” said Arvind Kegjriwal."200 such banksare set upin every district.
Our team will provide the concentrator at the doorstep of patients in home
isolation, if needed,” Keriwal added. After recovery of patients, the oxygen
concentratorswill betaken back from them and will be sanitised properly before
aloting it to the next patients." Patients who have COVID-19, but are not apart
of our homeisolation group, can call onthe number 1031 and becomeapart of it.
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Leicester City win first FA Cup after
Youri Tielemans screamer sinks Chelsea

London, May 16 : Doing a Leicester:
to achieve the seemingly impossible,
to make light of ridiculous odds.
Things have changed somewhat
since 2016 and the most outlandish
title triumph of all time, with Leicester
having levelled the playing field
through astute recruitment and the
excellent coaching of Brendan
Rodgers. But doing a Leicester
continues to represent the
challenging and toppling of the elite.
Rodgers and his players pulled it off
here. They did it for themselves and
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for their supporters but also,
perhaps, for every club that dreams
of gate-crashing the establishment,
the ones with all the money, who
would break away to form a closed-
shop cartel given a fair wind under
the cover of a global health crisis.In
their 137-year history, Leicester had
never previously won the FA Cup.
They had reached four finals and lost
them all. But everything changed on
an occasion that built to a dramatic
crescendo, when destiny seemed to
drag Leicester over the line.Their
goal was a firecracker and it was
supplied on 63 minutes by Youri
Tielemans. Up until then, it had been

an extremely cagey game but the
midfielder blew the doors off after
seeing a Reece James clearance hit
Ayoze Pérez - possibly on the arm -
and Luke Thomas roll the ball into
him.Tielemans put everything into
the shot. He had scored 16 times for
Leicester previously but this one will
live forever.The connection was
perfect and it flew into the top corner
beyond Kepa Arrizabalaga,
Chelsea's cup goalkeeper, who
stretched for the ball with his wrong
hand.At last, the gloves were off and

we had a final. The pantomime villain
of the piece was Ben Chilwell, the
one-time Leicester full-back, who
Chelsea brought on as a 67th minute
substitute. The Leicester fans, who
formed anoisy part ofa21,000 crowd,
jeered his every touch.Chilwell
thought he had forced an equaliser
not once but twice. First, he rose to
head towards the bottom corner only
for Kasper Schmeichel to throw out
a hand and claw the ball to safety.
And, after Schmeichel had brilliantly
repelled a Mason Mount half-volley,
we had the heart-stopping late
controversy.Chilwell burst up the left
to meet a Thiago Silva pass and prod

across goal and it was then fate
intervened. Calgar Soyuncu swiped
at the clearance and sent the ball
straight at Wes Morgan, the
Leicester stalwart who had just
entered as a substitute for his first
action since last December. It hit
Morgan and went in.And yet VAR
was not happy. The technology
flagged up an offside against Chilwell
and Leicester, after five nerve-
shredding minutes of stoppage time,
could celebrate wildly.For
Schmeichel, who grew up watching
his father, Peter, win this competition
with Manchester United and who
lifted the trophy together with
Morgan, it was a dream fulfilled. But
the same could be said of all of
Leicester's heroes, from Thomas, so
composed at 19 years old, to Jamie
Vardy, who never stopped running
at 34. Wesley Fofana was a rock in
central defence.For Rodgers, it was
a first trophy in English football after
seven in Scotland with Celtic and the
records show that he has won each
of his seven finals as a manager,
including the Championship play-off
with Swansea in 2011. His players
threw him into the air during the
delirious post-match scenes and he
will now want to close out a stunning
season with a Champions League
finish. Next up for his team is Chelsea
at Stamford Bridge on Tuesday -
another seismic game.Chelsea knew
only misery. When they were
soundly beaten by Leicester at the
King Power Stadium in January, it
was the prompt for them to replace
Frank Lampard with Thomas Tuchel.
Pretty much everything has gone
perfectly for the new broom,
although last Wednesday's home
defeat to Arsenal was a blip.This was
a first major setback and the hope
from Tuchel's side has to be that his

team can recover in the rematch
against Leicester to ensure they
finish in the Premier League's top
four. The margins for error are zero.
Beyond that, of course, is the
Champions League final against
Manchester City. The success or
failure of the season rests on a knife-
edge.The atmosphere pulsed
throughout with this the biggest
spectator event in the United
Kingdom for 14 long months,
although it was jarring in the extreme
to hear boos mixing with cheers when
the players took a pre-match knee to
support the fight against racism.For
long spells, the fear of making an
error weighed heavily and how the
spectacle suffered. There was not
much of an appetite for taking on
an opponent or risking the
ball.Tuchel played James on the
right of his defensive three, with
César Azpilicueta outside of him,
mainly because he needed the
youngster's pace against Vardy.
The game's first chance followed a
Tielemans pass and a Timothy
Castagne cross which Vardy met
with a first-time shot, having held
his run superbly. James blocked.
Mount flickered in the first half,
sparking the best of a limited crop
of chances for Chelsea with a cross
on the half hour that led to Silva
dinking back towards the far post.
Timo Werner stretched for the
header and made the faintest of
connections only to take the ball
away from Azpilicueta, who was
better placed behind him. It was
another one of those days for
Werner in front of goal.Tielemans
would show him how and, as
Leicester cavorted about at the end,
the Chelsea players stared blankly
into the distance. They must use the
pain as a spur.

Jofra Archer an England doubt after injury
recurrence: county cricket - as it happened

London, May 16 : On a very rain-
delayed day at Hove there were
concerns over the fitness of Jofra
Archer, playing in his first
Championship game of the year.
Archer suffered a recurrence of the
elbow problems which meant he
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flew home before the one-day
series in India and missed the IPL.
To the seeming surprise of Ben
Brown, the Sussex captain, Archer
did not open the bowling from the
Sea End and in fact didn't bowl at
all on day three, having sent down
just five overs on day two. Sussex

confirmed that he would not bowl
again in the match, which would
seem to make him a long shot for
the Test squad against New
Zealand, named on Tuesday."I
think there was some confusion
about the state of Jofra's [right]

elbow," Ian Salisbury, the Sussex
coach, said afterwards. "Ben
thought he was going to bowl but
his elbow was sore. Any time that
Jofra can't bowl you're going to be
frustrated as a leader, or as a team.
But it happens. In sport people get
injured. That's life. That's sport. He's

still willing to be out there because
he wants Sussex to win." Zak
Crawley danced to 85 as Kent made
a better fist of their second
innings.Joe Root was bowled for 99
after resurrecting Yorkshire's
innings alongside his captain
Steven Patterson. Root, wearing a
huge short-sleeved jumper, played
the difficult pitch with touch-
perfection. But, after being
somewhat marooned in the 90s, he
got an inside edge to a ball from
Dan Douthwaite, which squirted on
to his stumps. The No 11 Ben Coad
lasted two balls, leaving Patterson
unbeaten on 47 and Yorkshire with
an invaluable first-innings lead of 81.
Glamorgan's second innings
stuttered, with Marnus Labuschagne,
yet to find his mojo, out for a three-
ball duck, stumps splattered. Kiran
Carlson and David Lloyd then
applied a steady hand as the
shadows grew.ssex's Simon Harmer
took a career-best nine for 80 as
Derbyshire limped to 146 all out.
Bowling with variation and a
bounce in his step after a couple of
skimpy matches, Derbyshire's
batsmen tumbled like dominoes on
aslope, losing six for 43. Harmer was
denied all 10 by part-time spinner
Dan Lawrence, for the second time

in his career. Following on,
Derbyshire's innings started badly
when Luis Reece was bowled for
nought, but Brooke Guest batted
sweetly to make his maiden first-class
fifty.Middlesex's batting once again
proved flaky in the face of Kyle
Abbott and Mohammad Abbas, as
they collapsed to a seven-wicket
defeat to Hampshire. They
staggered to 101 in their second
innings, the highest score captain
Peter Handscombe's 24. Hampshire
needed just 66 to win, a race against
the weather, but Sam Northeast
eased them home. Abbott finished
with 11 for 85 in the match.Centuries
from Durham's Will Young and Jack
Burnham, his first since 2016, and 86
from Ned Eckersley, who ping-
ponged six sixes, left Worcestershire
with a tricky final day at the
Riverside.A belated goodnight after
an eventful day - 99 for Joe Root,
nine wickets for Simon Harmer, a win
for Hampshire and perhaps the
biggest news that which didn't
happen: a recurrence of Jofra
Archer's elbow injury meaning he
didn'tbowl a ball for Sussex. It seems
his chances of being fit to play New
Zealand in the Test series are low.
Poor guy. In the words of Ian
Salisbury, "That's life, that's sport."

Ellis Genge doubles up as Leicester
hold off another Harlequins fightback

Leicester, May 16 : Harlequins are fast becoming
the Premiership's escape artists but a third
consecutive last-ditch comeback proved just
beyond them against Leicester, for whom Ellis
Genge scored two tries and served up a reminder

as to why he may be missed on the British &

Irish Lions tour this summer.On more than one
occasion Leicester looked home and hosed but
Harlequins, who have completed remarkable
turnaround wins over London Irish and Wasps
in recent weeks, clawed their way back to within
six points and were battering away in the Tigers'
22 in the closing stages. Not this time, however,
and though it may seem harsh on Marcus Smith
- their very own Harry Houdini - it must be said
that he missed three conversions and managed
only one on a difficult day from the tee.George
Ford edged the battle with the pretender for his
England No 10 jersey but it is not as if Smith
played badly, only that he could not conjure the
sort of magic he has produced of late. It should
also be noted that Leicester, no doubt with an
eye on next Friday's Challenge Cup final, replaced
the majority of their frontline stars early in the
second half. They may well have been more

comfortable had they not.If it was a surprise that
Leicester had the bonus point wrapped up by half-
time given Harlequins' form of late, it was entirely
warranted judging by the Tigers' ascendancy in
the opening 40 minutes. The centre Matt Scott

was first over - Leicester prizing opening Quins
with relative ease - and Genge had his first from
close range soon after, thundering through the
visitors' defence. Jasper Wiese had taken the
Tigers to within a couple of metres in another eye-
catching performance from the No 8 hopeful of

facing the British & Irish Lions this
summer.Harlequins were feeding off scraps but
on a rare foray into the Leicester half they came
away with five points with Nathan Earle finishing
off a fine move after a strong carry from Alex

Dombrandt and clever support work from Joe

Marchant. Leicester had number three before the
end of the first quarter, however. Ford's long
distance penalty into the corner was inch perfect,
allowing Tom Youngs to burrow over on his return
to the side.A penalty try for Harlequins was
immediately followed by a yellow card for Dan Cole
and Genge joined him two minutes later, seemingly
opening the door for the visitors to find a way back
into the match. Genge's yellow was for an illegal
clearout on Jack Kenningham and was given after
i the referee Luke Pearce consulted the TMO. It
meant that he reversed a decision to send Earle to
the sin-bin for a deliberate knock-on and left
Harlequins with a two-man advantage.No matter
for the Tigers who won that period 3-0 with a Ford
penalty and after Genge had returned he steamrolled
through Jack Lang before picking and going again
for his second try of the afternoon, handing
Leicester acommanding 29-12 lead at the interval.

Richard Bland wins
British Masters for first
Tour title at 478th attempt

London, May 16 : An emotional Richard
Bland defeated Guido Migliozzi in a play-
off to win his first European Tour title at
the 478th attempt after a dramatic finish to
the Betfred British
Masters.Bland parred the
first extra hole at the Belfry
after Migliozzi three-putted
from long range to become
the oldest first-time winner
on the European Tour. The |
48-year-old carded a superb
final round of 66 to set the
clubhouse target on 13
under par, but looked in
danger of being denied
victory by Migliozzi.Birdies
on the 15th and 16th gave
Migliozzi a share of the lead
and he then found the green
in two on the par-five 17th,
but missed from five feet for birdie after
lipping out from long range for an
eagle.Migliozzi's tee shot on the 18th
plugged in the wet grass on the edge of a
bunker but after receiving a free drop the
24-year-old hit his approach into a
greenside bunker and got up and down to

force extra holes.Eddie Pepperell had taken
a one-shot lead into the final round but
the 2018 champion could only manage a
closing 73 to fall back into a tie for 11th

with the tournament host, Danny
Willett.Robert MacIntyre, the top-ranked
player in the field, held a share of the lead
after birdies on the second and third, but
the world No 45 eventually signed fora 71
to finish joint eighth with Calum Hill and
Edoardo Molinari.

Pernille Harder: '"The
biggest thing would be to
see Magda lift the trophy'

London, May 16 : Twice a losing Women's
Champions League finalist, the Dane believes
resilient Chelsea can clinch the crown: 'No
matter how the games are turning we know
we can come back if we have a setback'Pernille
Harder will be hoping it is third time lucky
when she steps on to the pitch at the Gamla
Ullevi stadium in Gothenburg to play
Barcelona in the Champions League final on
Sunday evening. She knows exactly what it is
like to lose. In 2018 she was agonisingly close
to getting her hands on the trophy, scoring
first in extra time for Wolfsburg before Alex
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Popp was sent off and the finely balanced
game tipped in Lyon's favour, the French
champions scoring four to twist the knife well
and truly.In 2020 the teams and outcome were
the same but they were less well matched and
Lyon earned a 3-1 victory in normal time. Itis
testament to the influence and brilliance of
Harder, though, that in both years, despite
being on the losing side, the Danish forward
was named European player of the year. Now
with Chelsea, she will have another go, in a
new set-up and against a different
team."Unfortunately I can tell you what it is
like to be on the losing side," she says with a
laugh. "It's not a good feeling. It's always nice
to get to the final but, when you are there, you
want to win it and not being on the winning
side is disappointing. To be so close and not
get it is tough. So, of course, I'm really
motivated."There is an air of resilience about
this Chelsea team demonstrated by their
battling run to the final. In the last-16 against
Atlético Madrid a red card for Sophie Ingle in
the 13th minute had Chelsea on the ropes but
they weathered the resulting pressure and
would go on to win the game 2-0 and the tie 3-
1.In the next round, against Harder's former
team Wolfsburg, they progressed with a 5-1
aggregate win against the team they had failed
to get past three times. In the semi-final against
Bayern Munich they became just the third
team in the 20-year history of the competition
to lose the first leg and still reach the final."To
be 2-1 down in the first leg and then turn it
around to win 4-1 at home at Kingsmeadow
was an unbelievable feeling," says Harder.
"You really know why you play football, why
you put so much time in, to win and play games
like that. It was amazing."Does that resilience
give them an edge? "We still believe that we
can turn any game around. The game is 90
minutes, at least 90 minutes, and no matter
how the games are turning we know we can
come back if we have a setback."Harder arrived
at Chelsea after the defeat in last year's final as
the world's most expensive player, for a fee of

around £300,000. "Of course it puts some
pressure on you," she says. "Everyone thinks
you can do everything on the pitch when you
have that price. It puts on pressure, or some
expectations at least. But handling expectation
is something I've been working with for the
last five or six years. [ knew how to handle it.
Obviously some of the things I could do on
the pitch in Wolfsburg I couldn't do right
away. First you have to adapt, then you can
bring the qualities you have on the pitch
which I think I've been doing across the
season."Harder had an advantage on most

new arrivals at Chelsea. Her partner, Magda
Eriksson, is the captain of the side and she
arrived with a deep understanding of the club
and its players."I've been following the team
for along time, with Magda playing here, and
I'saw the development of the team," she says.
"It was so interesting to see what was
happening and I just felt like I wanted to be a
part of it. That was what was mostly my
motivation to come to Chelsea."Magda
Eriksson and Pernille Harder celebrate with
the WSL trophy this monthWinning
alongside Eriksson would be a special
moment. "We talked about it the other day,
if we would have thought six years ago,
when we were at Linkoping [the Swedish
side where they met], that we would
eventually play a Champions League final
together, that would have been the biggest
dream. Now we get to do it. The biggest
thing would be to see Magda lift the trophy,
that would be a very proud moment for her
and me also."With the pressure on as
Chelsea vie for a third trophy of the season
- after their WSL title last Sunday and league
cup win earlier in the season - it would be
easy to imagine that they take football home
with them. "We always leave football on
the pitch and the good thing is we can be
super honest with each other on the pitch,
good and bad things or helping each other.
Then in private, we are private," she
says.What will they do if they win? "For
me it's not about framing medals or anything
like that. For me it's about the memories and
the feelings we have when we win. That's
what I remember and I save," says Harder.
"If it happens and we win it, the aim again
will be the same. It's not the end if we win
the Champions League. We want to win the
title and the Champions League again and
for me that's for the memories and feelings
that football brings."She adds. "On and off
the pitch, no matter what we are competing
in, we both have a winning mentality ...
good and bad."
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Down but not out: lampooned
Allardyce can still make Albion proud

London, May 16 : The summer of
2016 hasalot of answer for. What if
England had not been beaten by |ce-
landinthelast 16 of the Euros?What
if they had not lost their nerve, if Joe
Hart had not made that mistake, if
somebody, anybody, had demon-

drated any kind of clarity of vison
and attempted a mode of attacking
that was not just whacking the ball
into the box or giving it to Wayne
Rooney? What if they had then
scrambled through a quarter-final
againg the anxious hogts, France, to
set up (another) semi-final show-
down with Germany?Perhaps Roy
Hodgsonwould havehad hiscontract
renewed, perhaps Sam Allardyce
would not have been gppointed and
perhgps Sunderland would beathriv-
ing Premier Leaguesde. Think back,
to that final league game of 2015-16
atheStadiumof Light: a3-Owinover
Evertonin front of jubilant standsto
securesurviva; Allardyceonthepitch
afterwards, tie somewhere near his
navel, cdebrating beforean audience
that truly appreciated him; Allardyce
downing bottles of lager in a brief
post-match press conference;
Allardycewith Jm Montgomery, the
goalkeeping legend of the 1973 FA
Cupfina, holding court in the bar of

the Hilton Garden Inn after
that.Whatever the symbolic impor-
tance of the Papa John's Trophy suc-
cess, that was probably the last time
Sunderland fans were truly happy;
certainly the last timeit felt the club
might beabletosugainitsdf asaPre-

mier League force. Given what hap-
pened asAllardycetook the England
job, how a craven FA and hysterical
media reaction forced him to resign
after a Telegraph sting that proved
nothing other thanthat hewascapable
of looking dightly undignified after a
boozy dinner, and his increasingly
gloomy progressthough Crystal Pal-
ace, Evertonand West Brom, it might
havebeenthelast timeAllardycewas
really professionally happy as
well.Allardyce has become a figure
itisfashionablein certain quartersto
mock, the demonic spirit of English
footbd|'s primitive pagt, jowly long-
ball, POMO and dl that. But his
demeanour disguiseshisradica edge.
Hewasapioneer not only of statisti-
cd analyss in English football, but
of cryogenic chambersto aid recov-
ery and the possihilities of the loan
system. When the offside law began
its present evolution, it was he who
darted experimentingwith playerslin-
gering behind the opposing line. He

hasaninquiring, restless, imaginative
and occasionally mischievous mind.
When he complained he would get
more respect if only he were caled
"Allardici", hewasonly haf-right; he
isrepresentativemoregenerdly of the
overlooked middle.Even his support-
ers tend to focus on how he can
organise a defence and make ateam
hard to beat, those grudging
acknowledgementsthat thegamemay
not actudly bed| rabonasand nutmegs
and giff-able content. But eventhat is
dightly to misunderstand Allardyce.
His Sunderland were actualy defen-
sively fairly fragile, lesking Sx at Ar-
send andfour a Manchester City and
Tottenham. In the second half of the
seasonthey kept only four leagueclean
sheets. What changed as he steered
themto safety wasthat they themsdves
failed to score in only four gamesin
that period, while putting four past
Swansea, and three past Norwich,
Chelseaand Everton.What hedidwas
to make the best of what he had, en-
couraging Patrick vanAanholt'sattack-
ing foraysfromleft-back for instance,
and augmenting them with January
trandfers Thecentrd defender Lamine
Koné, who scored twice against
Everton, may have been the arriva
who briefly becameacult figure- be-
fore becoming disaffected under
David Moyes- but thekey Sgningwas
probably Wahbi Khazri, whose
hunched shuttling onthel eft liberated
VanAanholt. Morethananythingelse,
Allardyceisapragmatist. There have
been the easy sneers that his magic
touch has left him as he has been rel-
egated from the Premier League for
the firgt time but there has been an
upturn for West Brom - the problem
wasthat it cametoo late. Their season
in effect splits into three parts: there
werethefirgt 13 games under Saven
Bilic, whichyielded seven paints, then
thefollowing 10 under Allardycethat
brought five. Since fidding the three

January loansignings, Okay Yokudu,
Aindey Maitland-Niles and Mbaye
Diagne, together for thefirst timein
the Vaentine's Day draw against
Manchester United, West Brom have
picked up 14 pointsfrom 12 games-
not startling but nor isit bottom-three
form.Relegation, in truth, waslikely
from the moment West Brom were
promoted. Theirs was a squad that
aways looked thin and the summer
trandfer businesswasdisma.AsBilic
fumed, West Brom brought in seven
players on permanent dedls, three of
whom liked to operate on the left of
theforward line, whilenone satisfied
the demand for acentre-forward or a
holding midfielder. Sam Allardyce
offers his hand to Matheus Pereira
Under the former England manager
West Brom have picked up 14 points
from 12 games it'snot startling, but it
isnot bottom-threeform.Whether thet
was the fault of the Chinese owners,
of the sporting director, Luke
Dowling, or of Bilic himsdf is dis-
puted but the result was that Bilic
began the season with an air of dis-
illusionment, as though he were
waiting for the sack. Sheffield
United'stroubles perhaps disguised
just how bad West Brom were in
those opening weeks.Had it not
been for the pandemic, Allardyce
would perhaps have been able to
bringin hisJanuary signingsearlier
and the upturn would have come
sooner. Even here there is a sense
of opportunities missed, against
United, against Newcastle, against
Aston Villa. West Brom were not
close to staying up - and Fulham,
even more so, can point to the way
for alarge chunk of the season their
results refused to track how well
they wereplaying - but equally itis
possible to imagine how with a
couplemorewinsearlier Allardyce
might have been ableto conjurethe
survival spirit once again.

Rugby Ieaguefansreturn 'They're

I unique-

London, May 16 : Super League
will take centre stage in the UK's
sporting landscape as the turngtiles
to live events open thisweekRugby
league'sdecision-makershave never
been known for their savvy but on
Monday evening Super Leaguewill
take centre-stage in the UK's sport-
inglandscape astheturnstilestolive
outside eventsopenfor thefirst time

in months. After the competmon

wisely decided to movefive »
of thisweekend'ssix fixtures &
to alow spectatorsto attend,
the sport is stealing a march
on its rivals.Supporters are
thelifeblood of al sportsbut
rugby leagueisespecidly re- =
liant on them. Even the “f§,
competition's leading clubs, § *
with their wealthy backers,
have not beenimmunetothe
effect of playing behind closed doors
for the past year. Now its fans can
experience the thrill of live sport
once again.The excitement is not
confined to the terraces, ether. "It's
been a soulless experience," says
Wigan's chief executive, Kris

like getting to a game early and
watching the crowd build and the at-
mosphereintensify. Those moments
areredly magical. Seeing fansfrom
al different teamssideby sde, cheer-
ingontheir club, leaguefansaretruly
unique in sport in that sense. | can't
wait to seefansinsdeagain."Wigan
will play in front of around 4,000
supportersat loca rivasLeighwhile
a similar number will watch
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Warri ngton S game  with
Huddersfidld. "It's shown how frag-
ileweareasasport, not having sup-
portershere," saysthe Wolves chief
executive, Karl Fitzpatrick."Weveall
pulled together when we needed to
andif wewouldn't havedonethat I'm
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piece."To not think any club needs
revenue from supporters is delu-
sional. Werenot likefootbdl, witha
megatelevision deal and hugeback-
ing. We need our members and sup-
porters just as much as they need us
to provide a bit of relief and
entertainment."Radlinski agrees, be-
fore revealing the extent of the
pandemic's financid impact. "With-
out the support of thegovernment and
the continued backing of fans,
rugby league clubs would have
ceased to exidt," he says."Fans
donated their season-ticket
money last year whenthey could
14 haveaskedforarefund. Itwasa
q leap of faith from them but mas-
i+ dvefor us- every gamewithout
;1 supportersisaloss approaching
£100,000. Wigan does not exist

! without its fans. Simple." That
may not sound significant but given
how clubs spend around £2m each
year on player wages every game
without fansisamgjor lossof income.
"There hasbeen so much uncertainty
for every sport but it's fdt alittle bit
more significant for rughy league,"

| can't wait to see them'

internal battling, and thefinancesare
S0 tight, that there's been an atmo-
sphere of discord. We dl have are-
sponsibility to put self-interest toone
sidefor the greater good."Monday's
gameshave been monthsinthemak-
ing for the five clubs opening their
turngtiles first. "The situation has
been very fluid," Fitzpatrick
says."Most rugby league grounds
have terracing and for a while it
looked asthoughwewouldn't beable
touseit dueto socia distancing. But
we've overcome that and we had a
pilot event recently which ticked all
the boxes."It'll be asurreal night but
agreat one for rughy league, to be
among the first to reopen."But in a
sport blighted by boardroom discon-
tent thetogethernessand satisfaction
the fans return will possibly be a
semina moment for some. "It's so
sterile without anyone in the stadi-
ums," Radlinski says."Inaworld of
madnessweareasport that il prac-
tises old-fashioned valuesand has a
strong bond with its supporters. |
hopewecanal appreciatethingslike
thismore than ever before. We need

Bravura Leicester make Wembl
erupt in ahuge, hot wall of soun

Leicester, May 16 : With 63 minutes
gone at Wembley Luke Thomas, an
academy kid from Syston and still only
19, picked up aloose pass and fed it
forward to Youri Tielemansin a sud-
den pocket of green space.Tielemans
is the one note of real high-end qual-
ity in Leicester City's midfield. In a
goalless opening hour at Wembley he
had been tight and defensively
smart.Leicester had yet to muster a
genuine shot on target but they carried
afast-breaking threat. Tielemans him-
self had produced four snaking crosses
from adeep position on the left, |ook-
ing for space down the side of
Chelsea's back three. Now he had some
grass in front of him. He started to
run.The FA Cup final hasits own his-
tory of impossibly vivid goals. It's a
Wembley thing too. In the old stadium
there was something about the basic
structure of the netting that just seemed
tourgethe ball to come clanking down
out of those sacred corners.Wembley
feelsbig. That wide open space behind
the goals just seems to invite shots
from distance. Tielemans found him-
self beckoned on towards it, heading
into the Leicester end, which had al-
ready begun to bristle. Hetook another
few steps and looked up.Until that
moment this Cup final had been atight,
gripping thing, given ashot of life by
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the surprise of al that energy from the
stands.This was the other story at
Wembley. Fourteen months on from
the shift into the plague times, with its
robot crowds and touchline screams,
its synthesised intensity, something
strange happened. A football match
broke out.There was anice moment as
the Leicester players came out before
kick-off and the western end of this
vast grey bow! was suddenly alive, a
wave of warmth rolling around the
scattered Leicester City supporters.
Fans always clap their teams. But this
was something el se, akind of embrace.
Therewas ahuge stored-up ovation for
Tielemans and Jamie Vardy as they
waved and clapped and drank in that
heat. At times the sound of areal hu-
man crowd felt like having your ears
syringed after a year of digital
buzz.Chelsea dominated possession
for much of the first half as Leicester
fell back into afive-strong defensive
bolt. Timo Werner took up his famil-
iar position on the halfway line,
crouched in the starting blocks for a
pass over the top. Time and again he
found Wesl ey Fofanathere next to him,
a defender with the rare ability to
match him over those short
distances.Twice Fofana produced

wonderful full-stretch blocks inside
the penalty area. What a player heis,
and what rich dividend for Leicester's
scouting and coaching networks: a
central defender who looks capabl e of
playing anywhere, of taking hisgame
to whatever level he chooses.For al
their possession Chelseawereblunt in
attack. There may be slower wing-
back pairings in elite-level football
than Marcos Alonso and César
Azpilicueta but none spring to mind.
Atvarioustimesin thisgame Chelsea
had six different high-class attackers
on the pitch, but it was till hard to
see how exactly they were hoping to
score agoal . After half-time L eicester
began to push alittle harder and to play
further up the pitch. It was from that
advanced position on the left that the
pass from Thomas ended up with
Tielemans. The FA Cup has a history
of great goals, of long shots, of nets
bulged. AsTielemans measured hisfi-
nal stride the crowd began to risewith
that familiar feeling of time starting
to slow, energy being displaced.
Tielemans looked up and saw Kepa
Arrizabalagain the centre of hisgoal,
still 25 yardsaway. Therewasonly one
way for thisoneto go: diagonally, right
toleft, the ball rising and fading away
from Kepa's right hand, then meeting
the top corner with that bravura

bulge.The noise inside Wembley was
extraordinary in that moment, a
clamour that erupted into a huge, hot
wall of sound asthe L eicester players
ran to the crowd. Has there ever been
a better Cup final-winning goal than
this? It is hard to remember one that
stands out so starkly, amoment of clar-
ity and space in the middle of all that
high-grade hustle. Therewas till time
for another pea-brained intervention
from VAR. Ben Chilwell's apparent
equaliser was ruled out after another
line-drawing exercise. Chilwell had
been deemed offside by a millimetre
or two (for which he gained no
advantage).Asever thisisbased onthe
bogus notion that the VAR can judge
to aminutely precise degree the mo-
ment when aball iskicked. It issim-
ply bad science, although this time
there was no dilution of dramain the
stadium, as both sets of fansand play-
ers got to celebrate the moment
wildly.Somehow Leicester were al-
ways going to hang on, helped by one
supreme one-handed save from
Kasper Schmeichel. Football got
something back here too, in a game
given its grace note by a goal fit to
join that fond old folksy pantheon of
Cup final bangers.

Radlinski. "There is nothing quite  not sure we'd have survived in one  Radlinski says" Therédsbeensomuch  to be more united than ever.”
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